
By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The VFW Post 8095 political rally and barbecue
in Jasper on Aug. 2 drew a crowd of well over 200

people who came to listen to candidates speak
their last words before voters go to the polls on
Aug. 14 for the primary election.

After everyone feasted on a scrumptious barbe-
cue meal and mingled with the candidates, Lamar
Royals from the VFW Post brought the meeting to
order with a brief introduction, followed by the
invocation given by Roger Hutto and the Pledge
of Allegiance, which was led by Girl Scout Troop
1162.

Master of Ceremonies Bo Beauchemin ex-
plained the speaking rules for candidates who
were on the agenda. Each candidate had three
minutes to introduce themselves and define their
platform for the elected office in which they are
running.

Sample ballots were distributed to each one in
the audience and Supervisor of Elections Laura
Dees gave an overview of the ballot and voting
process.

Several candidates are running unopposed this
year and they were given the opportunity to

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A Jasper man has been arrested on
charges of lewd/lascivious conduct on
a child, according to the Hamilton

County Sheriff’s
Office.

Records show
that Timothy
David Morgan, 29,
10271 SW 42 Dri-
ve, Jasper, was ar-
rested Aug. 4, af-
ter the victim told
authorities on
Aug. 3 that Mor-
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A White Springs man
has been arrested and
faces numerous
charges, including bat-
tery on a law enforce-
ment officer, after a
routine traffic stop by
the White Springs Po-
lice Department, ac-

cording to the Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Records show that on Sunday, Aug.
5, Marcus Darnell Harrington, 30,

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Marion Cemetery in Jasper off CR 158
was re-dedicated as a sacred burial
ground on Tuesday, July 24, as a crowd
of more than 50 people turned out for a
solemn ceremony honoring the de-
ceased, many of whom were black
slaves from the Marion and Mitchell
plantations prior to the Civil War.  

On a balmy Tuesday morning, among
the sounds of crickets and the buzz of
mosquitoes, family, friends and local of-
ficials arrived at the Marion Cemetery
for a re-dedication of the historic burial
ground. The cemetery, with its shady
oaks and lush greenery, now truly does
resemble a sacred place of rest for so
many who were nearly forgotten in the
overgrown forest. The grounds have
been cleared and the cemetery has been
completely spruced up thanks to a
group of folks that include 92 year-old
Shelton O. Mitchell of Jasper, who
presided over the ceremony. 

Members of the Marion, McLeod and
Jones families are buried in three sepa-

rate plots on the property, along with
four rows of unmarked graves that hold
58 black slaves and two freed slaves
from the Marion and Mitchell Planta-
tions.

All work performed in restoring the
cemetery was donated by Shelton O.
Mitchell, Estelle Mitchell Reistad, Knute
Reistad, John Adkins, Cornelius Adkins
and LaJuana Mitchell Peterson. Mitchell
credits John and Cornelius Adkins, as
well as his daughter for doing most of
the restoration, as well as the county for
clearing a lot of the land so the restora-
tion could begin.

Mitchell, with his charming personali-
ty, humorous anecdotes and cantanker-
ous smile at times, said he has had this
dream for a long time. 

Mitchell's smile showed his pride of
accomplishment, and his words of rev-
erence for the deceased deeply touched
the gathered crowd of about 50 people
that included 87 year-old Ruby Lang
Jackson, whose father used to own the
property. Her ancestors were part of the

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Early voting in Hamil-
ton County got off to a
bit of a slow start on Sat-
urday, Aug. 4 with only
65 registered voters com-
ing out to cast their votes
in the primary election.

Supervisor of Elections
Laura Dees said, “It
started off a little slow,
but we’re hoping for a
big bang finish.”

On Sunday another 25
voters turned out. Mon-
day brought 103 people
in to place their ballots in
the box, and Tuesday an-
other 90 took advantage
of early voting hours, for
a total of 283 registered
voters who have already
cast their ballots.

Early voting began on
By Misty A. Ward

misty.ward@gaflnews.com

Local authorities have been searching
the Suwannee River from the Spirit of
Suwannee Music Park near Live Oak to
the Gulf Coast for the Hamilton Coun-
ty man that went missing on July 14, ac-
cording to Suwannee County Chief
Deputy Ron Colvin.

Colvin said in a phone interview
Wednesday that the SCSO asked the

Submitted

Over the past few
weeks I have enjoyed the
opportunity to speak
with many Hamilton
County residents at local
meet and greet rallies
held throughout Hamil-
ton County.  Today, I
would like to share with
you my intent to run and
desire to serve as County
Commissioner District 5
of Hamilton County. 

I am passionate and
supportive of our coun-
ty.  I began my work ca-
reer in Hamilton County
in 1981 and have main-
tained employment with-
in the county since. After
the closure of our hospi-
tal I obtained employ-
ment outside of our
county; however, I still
maintain employment
with two local physicians
within the community –
Dr. Renaldas Smidtas, M.
D. and Dr. John Cole-
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It was a full house at the VFW Post 8095 political rally and
barbecue in Jasper on Aug. 2 .
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thank their constituents
before the other candi-
dates spoke. Those un-
opposed included 3rd
Judicial Circuit Group 3
Judge David W. Fina,
Hamilton County Clerk
of Court Greg Godwin,
Tax Collector Mary Sue
Adams, Property Ap-
praiser David Goolsby
and District 2 School
Board Member Gary
Godwin. Outgoing Dis-
trict 3 County Commis-
sioner Lewis Vaughn,
who is retiring this year,
also gave a brief speech
of gratitude for his 27
years serving the coun-
ty.

One by one, each can-
didate running for office
this year who was pre-
sent at the rally deliv-
ered their three minutes
of dialogue, explaining
why they should be the
voters' choice.

Candidates for House
of Representatives were
James Jett, Cliff Stearns
and Kenneth A. Willey. 

Running for State At-
torney, incumbent
Robert "Skip" Jarvis
spoke first, followed by
his opponent Jeff Sieg-
meister.

Bill Montford, who is
running for District 3
State Senator was sched-
uled to speak, however,
he was a no-show.

Andrew J. Decker and
Frederick John Schutte
IV, candidates running
for 3rd Judicial Circuit
Judge Group 2 spoke
next, followed by Wes
Douglas and Jimmy Pre-

vatt, who are both run-
ning for 3rd Judicial Cir-
cuit Judge Group 5.

Local candidates were
up next beginning with
Laura Dees (incumbent)
and Joy Howell who are
running for Supervisor
of Elections. Following
them were the two can-
didates running for
Hamilton County Sher-
iff, incumbent J. Harrell
Reid and Mike Holton.

Next up were candi-
dates running for Super-
intendent of Schools.
Three rousing speeches
later strategies were
identified for improving
schools in the county by
incumbent Martha But-
ler, Spencer "Sarge"
Lofton and Tom Moffs-
es.

Three county commis-
sion seats are up for
grabs this election, with
two seats being vacated

by the retirement of
both Lewis Vaughn and
Ronny Morgan.

For District 1 seat the
candidates who spoke
were Beth G. Burnam,
Wade "Cooter Jack"
Goolsby, Samantha
Prueter, Mike Wether-
ington and Richard E.
Williams.

District 3 has four can-
didates running; Robert
Earl Brown, Robert J.J.
Daniels, Darnell Lump-
kin and Calvin Paul.

For District 5 County
Commissioner, Sue
Hester Crosby spoke
and incumbent Harry
"Buster" Oxendine was
scheduled to speak,
however, he was also a
no-show. 

Both incumbent
Jeanie Daniels and her
opponent Saul Speights
spoke last as candidates
for District 3 School

Board Member.
After all the candi-

dates had their say, door
prizes were drawn by
Miss Rachel Howell.
The winners were:

Mary Sue Adams, 42
inch TV

George Robinson,
$200 Foodway gift card

Laura Hutto, $150 gift
card from Jasper Hard-
ware

Sonny Scaff, Cobra
Walkie-Talkie set

Lea Boon, Free haircut
and one month of tan-
ning at Country Manor
Salon

Jake Adams, $50 gift
certificate from Jasper
Auto Parts

Jennifer Cone, Free
car wash at Gold Coast

Willene Drury, Cole-
man cooler on wheels

Jay's Tires, a patriotic
knitted lap spread.

Political rally draws a crowd
Continued From Page 1A

10266 SE 160 Place,
White Springs, was
pulled over by the
White Springs Police
Department because the
vehicle he was driving
had no working tail
lights. When asked for
his driver license Har-
rington stated he didn’t
have it or his wallet
with him and then he
gave the officer a false
name. While the officer
was attempting to place
Harrington under ar-
rest, he resisted and
struck the officer on the
neck. Attempts to calm
the suspect were
thwarted when he
knocked the officer’s
taser to the ground. 

Meanwhile, a large
crowd was gathering at
a nearby store watching
the events unfold. Har-
rington’s brother
Christopher Jordan ar-
rived on scene and
threatened to kill the of-
ficer numerous times as
he was attempting to
subdue Harrington, re-
ports state.

Two more officers ar-

rived on scene and Har-
rington was handcuffed
and placed under arrest.
A small green bag the
suspect was holding
was believed to be mari-
juana. Officers then
searched Harrington
and found his wallet
and revoked driver li-
cense. A license check
showed he was a habit-
ual traffic offender,
HCSO said.

While being trans-
ported to the jail, Har-
rington made numerous
creditable threats to
cause bodily harm to the
officer, including hitting
him in the head with a
brick, the officer stated
on the arrest report.

Harrington was
booked into Hamilton
County Jail and charged
with battery on a law
enforcement officer, de-
priving an officer of a
weapon, resisting arrest
with violence, giving a
false name to a law en-
forcement officer, dri-
ving while license re-
voked, and possession
of not more than 20
grams of marijuana, re-
ports show.

WS man batters
officer, arrested 
Continued From Page 1A

counties bordering the
Suwannee River near
the Gulf Coast to search
their water for the miss-
ing man.

“We have no updates
on the search. It is still
continuing each day,”
Colvin said. 

SCSO starts their
search south of the point
where the man was last
seen at the sandbar in-
side the music park and
works their way north
on the Suwannee River.
Colvin said that each
day they start the search
point in a different spot
to change it up and en-
sure all areas are cov-
ered.  

The SCSO has not re-
leased the name of the
swimmer, who is in his
30s. 

Suwannee County
Sheriff Tony Cameron
said that the man was
wading in chest deep
water during a family

outing. Cameron con-
firmed that authorities
were told the victim’s
12-year-old stepdaugh-
ter attempted to pull
him to safety at the time
of the incident, but was
unable to help him. 

According to Colvin,
family members of the
missing man also told
authorities that he could
not swim.

The search for the
missing man began
more than three weeks
ago when the river lev-
els were high due to
Tropical Storm Debby.
Currently, the Suwan-
nee River shows a de-
cline in water levels at
most of its measuring
stations, however recent
rains have slowed the
decrease and even in-
creased at some points,
including White Springs
(54.95), Suwannee
Springs (42.8), Nobles
Ferry Bridge (35.8) and
Ellaville (31.01). 

Search for missing swimmer
extends to Gulf Coast
Continued From Page 1A

gan tried to touch her inappropriately on more
than one occasion. 

Morgan was arrested on Aug. 4 and booked into
the Hamilton County Jail on charges of lewd and
lascivious conduct on a child and battery. He is be-
ing held without bond, according to reports from
HCSO.

Lewd/lascivious conduct 
lands man in jail

Continued From Page 1A

five families of slaves
that Paul Marion
brought to his 2,100
acres in Hamilton Coun-
ty from South Carolina
before the Civil War. All
of her family is buried at
Marion Cemetery from
her great-great grand-
daddy on down,
Mitchell said.

Ruby sat with a gentle
smile on her face as she
listened to Mitchell re-
count the days of yester-
year, while her daughter
Marilyn eagerly em-
braced the re-telling of
her family's history.  

As a young boy,
Mitchell said he spent
many days at the ceme-
tery. His best friend John
Wesley Jones is buried
there and he attended
his funeral when he was
14 years old. He credits
Jones for being the one
who molded his charac-
ter. 

Mitchell said, “Uncle
John was born a slave,
but he died a free man.”

Father George Hinch-
liffe of Saint Luke's Epis-
copal Church in Live
Oak gave the opening
prayer and  began by
saying, “We're here to
re-dedicate this holy
ground to the people
who rest here.” He then
quoted from Revelations
7:15-17 that included a
passage stating, “They
hunger no more and
thirst no more; the sun
does not strike them, nor
the scorching heat; for
the Lamb at the center of
the throne will be their
shepherd, and He
guides them to springs
of the water of life, and
God wipes away every
tear from their eyes.”

Several family mem-
bers, including a group
of well-behaved young-
sters, along with friends
and local dignitaries
gathered to celebrate the

day and honor the de-
ceased as Hinchliffe per-
formed the official re-
dedication of the Marion
Cemetery. He declared
in the name of God that
the cemetery is restored
to the use for which it
has been dedicated and
consecrated and then led
the group in the Lord's
Prayer.

Afterward, Mitchell
was in his element offer-
ing a detailed  account-
ing of his life and his re-
lationship to those
buried in the cemetery,
of which only a small
portion is mentioned
here. As he pointed to
the north of where he
stood in the newly con-
structed courtyard,
Mitchell said, “I grew up
here about four to five
hundred yards over
there on the Mitchell
Plantation. There are
two plantations lying
side by side here. The
Marion Plantation had
2,100 acres and the
Mitchell Plantation had
1,800 acres.”

His grandfather and
Mr. Marion, Mitchell
said, were buddies, so to
speak. About eight or 10
of the Mitchell's slaves
are buried on one side of
the cemetery and the
Marion slaves are buried
on the other.

“There were four fam-
ilies that I couldn't find a
record of,” Mitchell
went on. “I don't have a
clue who they were.
None of them have ever
approached me about
it.”

After graduating from
Jasper High School in
1937, Mitchell spent
nearly 60 years away
from Hamilton County
working in Savannah
and also serving time in
the military during
WWII and the Korean
War.

His accounting of his
time served in the Army

was intriguing and en-
tertaining. When he first
tried enlisting after Pearl
Harbor was bombed, he
said he was denied entry
and told he would be
more help to the govern-
ment as a farmer, since
he owned a crop farm in
Jasper. Anxious to join
up and serve his coun-
try, though, he wound
up selling his farm for
$10,000 and about 30
days later he was a pri-
vate in the Army. After
his initial enlistment
time expired, he was
granted a 90-day leave,
but soon grew restless
hanging around Jasper.
His wife picked up on it
and he said he was sur-
prised when she told
him to re-enlist if he re-
ally wanted to. That's ex-
actly what he did and he
spent almost three years
in northern Japan where
he made First Sergeant
of a signal company.
When that time was up
one of his commanders
told him that he quali-
fied to be an officer, so
he was promoted to
Lieutenant right there in
the field.

“No OCS (Officer
Candidate School) or
anything else,” said
Mitchell laughing. 

For a while he trained
new recruits before be-
ing sent to Fort Bliss,
Texas where he was as-
signed to heavy artillery.
Then the Korean War
started and Mitchell's
unit was the first one
sent there.

“Eighteen months I
was in combat,” he said.
“We didn't win the Ko-
rean War. We haven't
won it yet and we've still
got 50,000 troops over
there that's been there 60
years.”

When he retired from
the Army as a captain he
settled in Albany, Ga.
and worked for a cement
company. When his wife

died in 2006 he returned
to Hamilton County and
bought the land where
he resides today off CR
158.

One of the first things
he did upon his return
was to drive over to the
cemetery. When he saw
the state of disrepair, he
said, “This is a shame.
I've got to do something
about this.” And so he
did, including not only
revamping the ceme-
tery, but doing research
and preparing a ge-
nealogical history book
that he handed out at the
ceremony. A copy of the
book sits inside a locked
compartment on the
podium in the court-
yard.

Ruby Lang Jackson
thanked all those who
came out and all those
who participated in the
restoration project. She
is the youngest of 12 sib-
lings in the Lang family
and the only one still liv-
ing. 

Everyone chuckled
when she said, “I don't
know how my mother
and daddy did that. It
was six girls and six
boys. I don't know how
they divided it up.”

She  thanked Mitchell
for clarifying things
about her ancestors that
she wasn't aware of and
she thanked God for
sending Mitchell back to
Hamilton County.

“As I told my lifelong
neighbor and friend,
Shelton, you opened my
eyes to things I did not
know about  my ances-
tors before the Almighty
God closed my eyes on
this side,” she said. “I
would like to give honor
to God. I would like to
thank Lieutenant Shel-
ton Mitchell, my friend
and neighbor, and his
family, and Paul Marion
in his absence. I wish he
could have been here to-
day.”

Marion Cemetery 
re-dedicated as sacred burial ground

Continued From Page 1A

man, D.P.M. My desire is
to return to employment
within our county. 

I have taken the time
to listen to residents of
District 5 as well as other
districts and have heard
the need for more em-
ployment opportunities
within our county, need
for health care, im-
proved roads and small
business assistance. I be-
lieve these goals can be
achieved. I would like to
the opportunity to be a
positive influence in our
county. 

The position of county
commissioner is not
about one person’s
achievements but rather
about needs of people of
Hamilton County and
the improvement of
Hamilton County.   Your
county commissioner is
your voice. 

I, Sue Hester Crosby,
would greatly appreciate
the opportunity to serve
as your voice, your coun-
ty commissioner.  In ad-
vance, thank you for
your consideration, sup-
port and vote. God bless
Hamilton County.

Sue Crosby seeks county
commission seat 
Continued From Page 1A

These future voters got a first-hand look at a political rally.
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PotashCorp-White Springs has donated 29 pairs of
safety boots to assist in equipping the Hamilton
County CERT Team. 

As Tropical Storm Debby crossed our paths the
Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office and Emergency

Management were there and so was the Hamilton
County CERT Team. These dedicated volunteers
provide their services during and immediately fol-
lowing emergencies and natural disasters.

“We were happy to help Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office and Emergency Management,” said Rick
Kennington, superintendent of security and human
resources, PotashCorp-White Springs. “The sheriff’s
office has always provided prompt, professional ser-
vice and assistance to our community and our Secu-
rity Department.”   

Reid stated that he appreciates the spirit of part-
nership between PotashCorp-White Springs and
Hamilton County.  

“It is the goal of the Hamilton County Sheriff’s of-
fice to serve and protect all the citizens of Hamilton
County,” said Reid.
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 Your Supervisor of Elections ~ Laura Dees ~ reminder
 Polling Places- F.S. 101.051

 100-foot mark
 There is no soliciting or loitering within 100 ft of the 

 polls. The poll deputy will have 100 ft marked off 
 on Election Day

 PRECINCT LOCATIONS
 Precinct  Address   District

 1    JENNINGS CITY HALL        1
 1199 Hamilton Ave.
 Jennings, FL 32053

 2    JASPER COURTHOUSE      3
 207 1 st   Street NE
 Jasper, FL 32052

 3      WHITE SPRINGSCLINIC         4
 16811 Spring Street

 White Springs, FL 32096

 4  JASPER CIVIC CENTER         5
 11294 th   Street NW
 Jasper, FL 3205

 5            ROAD CAMP                   2
 165 Robin Ave.  SW

 Jasper, FL 32052

 6          GENOA VOL. FIRE DEPT.        4
 8448 SE137 th Blvd.

 White Springs, FL 32096

 7  BELLVILLE VOL. FIREDEPT.    1 
 1571 NW CR145

 Jennings, FL 32053

 8       CROSSROADS                   2
 5769 SW CR141
 Jasper, FL 32052

 75
70

09

 Re-Elect
 Harry D. (Buster) Oxendine
 County Commissioner Dist. 5

 • Honest  • Proven Record
 • Dependable  • Experienced

 I  humbly ask for your vote and support  on August 14, 2012.       Thanks, 
 Buster Oxendine

 Paid by Harry D. Oxendine, Democrat for County Commissioner Dist. 5.

 Let’s Keep 
 Harrell Reid
 Our Sheriff

 A Professional Law Enforcement
 Administrator

 A Professional Businessman with a 
 PROVEN  RECORD

 Graduated from the FBI National Academy
 in Quantico, VA

 Elected by his peers to serve as
 President of the Florida Sheriff’s

 Association
 TOUGH  ON  CRIME

 • 2% drop in crime rate last year
 • Since 1999, the Crime Rate in Hamilton

 County has dropped by over 20%
 • Violet crime in this county is one of the 

 lowest in the State

 FISCAL  RESPONSIBILITY
 Operated within the budget and returned 
 money every year since being in office, 

 totaling over 2.2 million dollars

 Visit my website:  www.reidforsheriff.com
 Political advertisement paid for and approved by J. Harrell 

 Reid, Democrat for Hamilton County Sheriff

 THE  RIGHT  CHOICE
 PROVEN  RECORD
 REAL  LEADERSHIP

 757605

The Burnett Brothers of Jasper will be present-
ing gospel music that consists of southern gospel
and blue grass styles of music.

The Burnett Brothers, Michael, Keith and Craig
sing and play various musical instruments.
Michael plays the bass fiddle. Keith plays banjo,
fiddle and mandolin.

Craig is the lead singer and accompanies with
guitar.  Join us for a Sunday afternoon of music,
food and fellowship.

All are invited to 8422 169th Road, Live Oak.
The church is located west of Live Oak about six

miles from the turn-a-bout, off C.R. 136.  Turn
right on 169th Road. For further information, call
364-0776.

Gospel sing
Burnett Brothers 
Aug. 19 - 5 p.m.

Rocky Sink Baptist
Church

The Eternal Hope
Church of God located at
408 Palmetto Avenue in
Jasper will begin a re-
vival Sunday morning
Aug. 12 and will con-
clude the meeting on
Wednesday evening,
Aug. 15.

Service times are 10:40
a.m. and 6 p.m. on Sun-
day and at 7 p.m. Mon-
day through Wednesday
evenings. 

Evangelists Becky and
Ronnie Trammell from
Willisburg, Kentucky
will be ministering in
each service. Becky
Trammell is an anointed
evangelist carrying
God’s message of love
and salvation across the
country since 1985. Ron-
nie Trammell is a suc-

cessful Christian record-
ing artist with over 10
CDs available. He is an
anointed singer/song-
writer that brings a mes-
sage of hope through his
music. Together they
minister powerfully in
churches, camp meetings
and other settings. They
have powerful testi-
monies of God’s deliver-
ing power.

Pastor Fred R. Watson
and the Eternal Hope
congregation cordially
invite the public to attend
these revival services
when refreshing comes
from the presence of the
Lord. Other special mu-
sic is being planned. 

Come and join us. For
more details, call Pastor
Watson at 386-638-6634.

Eternal Hope Church
of God starts revival

PotashCorp-White Springs
donates boots to HCSO

(L-R) Chip Belote HCSO. EOC Manager Henry Land, Sheriff J. Harrell Reid, PCS HR Manager Jim Garrison and PCS Superinten-

dent Rick Kennington. - Courtesy Photo: 

The Hamilton County Tobacco Partnership is host-
ing a free training session for all youth and adults in
the county on Tuesday, August 21 from 6:30-8:30
p.m. at the FDLRS Training Room J.R.E. Lee Educa-
tional Complex.

“You will hear from professional tobacco preven-
tion experts on how to implement a smoke-free com-
munity,” said Hamilton County Prevention Special-
ist Tony Ogburn.

At the training session you will be taught tips and
strategies on how to prevent your teens from using
tobacco and given help lines for quitting. 

A light dinner will be held after the training ses-
sion, compliments of the Hamilton County Drug &
Alcohol Coalition. 

Tobacco Free
Partnership
Training Aug. 21



Submitted

Welcome to a new year at Central Hamilton Ele-
mentary!!!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Everyone here

at Central appreciates the hard work and the sup-
port parents and the community members provided
to our students this past school year! 
We are so very proud of reaching our goal of the

School Grade of “C”. 
Your school staff and I have worked hard this

summer to get the school ready for your return.  We

are very excited about this year as we have planned
great activities for rewarding you when you work
hard on your academics and maintain appropriate
behavior. Parents, we have not left you out- we have
also planned numerous opportunities for you to join
in on the fun as we all work together to make our
school a success! 
Our goal for the 2012-2013 school year will be to

reach the School Grade of a “B”! We will need 495
FCAT Accountability Points!
So, come out on Thursday, Aug. 16 for “Meet Your

Teacher” from 1:30-3 p.m. You will meet your teach-
ers who are committed to working for your success
and for the success of our school!  Homeroom ros-
ters will be posted on the front area of the school.
The first day of school is Monday, Aug. 20 with

the beginning time of 7:15 a.m. and the dismissal

time of 2:56 p.m. Pre-kindergarten, kindergarten,
and first grade students will meet in the cafetorium.
second grade through sixth grade students will
meet in their homerooms as we kick off the new
year! 
Parents, I encourage you to sign up to be a school

volunteer, participate in the planned parent activi-
ties, and join our School Advisory Council (SAC) to
be involved with your child and our school. We
know that with your continual support and involve-
ment, our Central Hamilton Elementary School will
succeed in “Changing Lives through Quality Educa-
tion”. 

Lee Wetherington-Zamora
Principal
S.O.A.R. for MORE!!
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OPINION

In Europe, especially in Germany,
hoisting a swastika-emblazoned Nazi
flag is a crime. For decades after
World War II, people have hunted
down and sought punishment for
Nazi murderers, who were responsi-
ble for the deaths of more than 20
million people.
Here's my question: Why are the

horrors of Nazism so well-known and
widely condemned but not those of
socialism and communism? What
goes untaught -- and possibly is cov-
ered up -- is that socialist and com-
munist ideas have produced the
greatest evil in mankind's history.
You say, "Williams, what in the world
are you talking about? Socialists, com-
munists and their fellow travelers,
such as the Wall Street occupiers sup-
ported by our president, care about
the little guy in his struggle for a fair
shake! They're trying to promote so-
cial justice." Let's look at some of the
history of socialism and communism.
What's not appreciated is that

Nazism is a form of socialism. In fact,
the term Nazi stands for the National
Socialist German Workers' Party. The
unspeakable acts of Adolf Hitler's
Nazis pale in comparison with the
horrors committed by the communists
in the former Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the People's Republic

of China. Be-
tween 1917 and
1987, Vladimir
Lenin, Josef Stal-
in and their suc-
cessors mur-
dered and were
otherwise re-
sponsible for the
deaths of 62 mil-
lion of their own
people. Between 1949 and 1987, Chi-
na's communists, led by Mao Zedong
and his successors, murdered and
were otherwise responsible for the
deaths of 76 million Chinese. The
most authoritative tally of history's
most murderous regimes is docu-
mented on University of Hawaii Pro-
fessor Rudolph J. Rummel's website,
at http://www.hawaii.edu/pow-
erkills, and in his book "Death by
Government."
How much hunting down and pun-

ishment have there been for these
communist murderers? To the con-
trary, it's acceptable both in Europe
and in the U.S. to hoist and march un-
der the former USSR's red flag embla-
zoned with a hammer and sickle. Mao
Zedong has been long admired by
academics and leftists across our
country, as they often marched
around singing the praises of Mao

and waving his
little red book,
"Quotations From
Chairman Mao
Tse-tung." Presi-
dent Barack Oba-
ma's communica-
tions director,
Anita Dunn, in
her June 2009
commencement

address to St. Andrews Episcopal
High School at Washington National
Cathedral, said Mao was one of her
heroes.
Whether it's the academic commu-

nity, the media elite, stalwarts of the
Democratic Party or organizations
such as the NAACP, the National
Council of La Raza, Green for All, the
Sierra Club and the Children's De-
fense Fund, there is a great tolerance
for the ideas of socialism -- a system
that has caused more deaths and hu-
man misery than all other systems
combined.
Today's leftists, socialists and pro-

gressives would bristle at the sugges-
tion that their agenda differs little
from those of Nazi, Soviet and Maoist
mass murderers. One does not have
to be in favor of death camps or wars
of conquest to be a tyrant. The only
requirement is that one has to believe

in the primacy of the state over indi-
vidual rights.
The unspeakable horrors of Nazism

didn't happen overnight. They were
simply the end result of a long evolu-
tion of ideas leading to consolidation
of power in central government in the
quest for "social justice." It was decent
but misguided earlier generations of
Germans -- who would have cringed
at the thought of genocide -- who cre-
ated the Trojan horse for Hitler's as-
cendancy. Today's Americans are
similarly accepting the massive con-
solidation of power in Washington in
the name of social justice.
If you don't believe it, just ask your-

self: Which way are we headed tiny
steps at a time -- toward greater liber-
ty or toward more government con-
trol over our lives?
Perhaps we think that we are better

human beings than the German peo-
ple who created the conditions that
brought Hitler to power. I say, don't
count on it.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Liberals, Progressives and Socialists
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~

 Employee Service Awards 2012
 Tropical Storm Debby reminded us of many important things that we tend to take for 
 granted.  The power of nature, the importance an emergency plan, the strength and 
 compassion of neighbors working together to overcome adversity, and most 
 importantly, the value of safety.

 PotashCorp-White Springs and its employees also faced the force and impact of 
 Tropical Storm Debby. I would like to take this opportunity to commend our 
 employees for their leadership and hard work in completing a safe recovery from the 
 impacts of Tropical Storm Debby as well as their contributions to our local community.

 It is the time of the year when PotashCorp-White Springs would like to 
 recognize our employees who have reached service milestones within the company 
 during the first half of 2012.  
 tThe strength of any organization is based upon the knowledge, skills and abilities of 
 its employees and their drive to be the best at their jobs.  As the General Manager of 
 PotashCorp-White Springs I am proud of the dedication and work ethic of our 
 employees and offer my congratulations on your years of service.  To the entire 
 PotashCorp-White Springs Family and all our Community Stakeholders, I ask that we 
 remember those who are still adversely impacted from flooding.  Our thoughts and 
 prayers are with you. 

 Employee Name
 Willie B. Allen
 William L. Bennett
 Starling Daniels
 Calvin Deas
 Robert A. Foster
 Alvin H. Fullbright
 Alvin Hitson
 Thomas A. Lindsey
 Willie J. McClendon
 Jerry L. Bass
 Thomas C. Bonnell
 Jerry W. Carter
 Michael R. Corbett
 George A. Day
 Bobby C. McNeil
 Reginald T. Mullins
 Benjamin F. Porter
 Gary N. Adams
 Winston A. Bell
 Daryl G. Freeman
 William M. Hingson
 Pamela B. Hyde
 Richard T. Simpson
 Lyndon C. Strawder
 Terry E. Hughes

 Job Title
 Mechanical Leaderman
 Area Foreman, Maintenance
 Chief Operator
 Shift Foreman, Mines
 Mechanical Leaderman
 Chief Technician
 Chief Operator, Evaporation
 Mechanic First Class
 Warehouseman
 Reagent Leaderman
 Oiler Mechanic First Class
 Heavy Equipment Operator
 Heavy Equipment Operator
 Sr. Environmental Tech
 Dragline Operator   Process 
 Water Operator   Utility 
 Operator, Mines   Chief 
 Operator
 Tank Farm Operator
 Heavy Equipment Operator
 Chief Operator
 Executive Assistant
 Heavy Equipment Operator
 Sulfuric Plant Operator
 Dry Rock Operator

 Employee Name
 Melvin M. Marshall
 James L. Rogers
 Gerald D. Swilley
 Kenneth R. Chasteen
 Lee R. Fullbright
 Jeffrey C. Hallberg
 Marty L. Hudson
 Richard K. Morris
 Patrick C Allbritton, Jr.
 Lee Donald Ball
 Brad A. Barney
 Jeffrey L. Bennett
 Ronardo R. Bristol
 Braxton J. Fernald
 Dana A. Harris
 Daniel J. Heffernan
 Kelvin L. Kegler
 Ethan D. Law
 Barbara Little
 William B. Lock
 Richard A. Marlowe
 Jerome Parrott
 Christopher R. Ratliff
 Jacob S. Watson
 Nelo Williamson, Jr.

 Job Title
 Heavy Equipment Operator
 Large Dragline Oiler
 Locomotive Engineer
 Security Officer
 Shift Foreman,Mill
 Superintendent, Mining
 Shift Foreman, Production
 Head Rodman Tech
 Mechanical Leaderman   Utility 
 Operator, Mines
 Sr. Maint Engineer
 B Operator, Granular
 C Operator, Phosphoric Acid
 Maintenance Engineer II
 Combination Repairman
 Weighmaster/Railcar Inspector
 C Operator, Granular
 Flagman Asst Loco Engineer
 Sr. Maint Assistant
 Shipping Operator
 Weighmaster/Railcar Inspector
 Material Handler Operator
 Heavy Equipment Operator
 Mechanic First Class
 Safety Specialist

 Yrs
 40
 40
 40
 40
 40
 40
 40
 40
 40
 35
 35
 35
 35
 35
 35
 35
 35
 30
 30
 30
 30
 30
 30
 30
 25

 Yrs
 25
 25
 25
 15
 15
 15
 15
 15
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
 5
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 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 756690

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or Sofa & Chair
 $ 429 00
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James Edward Kinsey
May 15, 1922 - 
Aug. 6, 2012

James Edward
Kinsey, age 90, of
Lake Park, Ga.,

passed away Monday,
Aug. 6, 2012 at Tallahas-
see Memorial Hospital
from injuries sustained
in a fall. James was born
on May 15, 1922 to the
late Johnnie and Katie
Kinsey. He was a veter-
an of World War II
Army Air Corp. He was
a guest on the Honor
Flight to Washington,
D.C. Following his mili-
tary career he worked as
an Electrician/Instru-
ment Maintenance Tech-
nician at Owens Illinois
until he retired in 1984.
James was a loving and
responsible son, brother,
husband, father, grand-
father and friend. He
was known by some as
“Jim” and to others he
was lovingly referred to
as “Poppi”. James was
preceded in death by his
parents, Johnnie and
Katie Kinsey; two broth-
ers, Foy and Ray Kinsey
and a sister, Julie Kinsey
Langston.
Survivors include his

wife of 71 years, Mary
Ellen Gay Kinsey of
Lake Park; two daugh-
ters, Sandy K. O’Steen
and Jan S. Kinsey, both
of Lake Park, GA.; his
brother, Ivy Kinsey
(Doris) of Valdosta,

GA.; three grandchil-
dren, Mandi O. Merterns
(Steve), Perry/Lake
Park, GA., Dede O.
Payne (Ryan),
Perry/Lake Park, GA.,
Michael “Tony” DiMas-
cio, Orlando, Lake Park,
GA.; two great grand-
children, Matthew Pres-
ley Payne and Kaleb
Daniel Payne; many ex-
tended family members;
also surviving James is
his beloved dog Candie.
Arrangements are ten-

tatively being planned
for Saturday, Aug. 11th
at 10:00 a.m.  at the Jen-
nings United Methodist
Church.  Please contact
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home (386)792-2669 for
updates or check the
website, www.harrytrei-
dfh.com for final
arrangements.
In lieu of flowers, con-

tributions may be made
to Jennings United
Methodist Church, P.O.
Box  13, Jennings, FL.
32053.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home is in charge of
arrangements.

Ruth Ann Strickland
Feb. 13, 1963 - 
July 30, 2012

Ruth Ann Strick-
land, age 49, of
Echols County,

Georgia, passed away
Monday, July 30, 2012
from injuries sustained

in an automobile acci-
dent. Ruth was born Feb.
13, 1963 in Morristown,
New Jersey to Henry
and Gloria Hahn. 
She moved to Echols

County in 1981 from Ar-
cadia, Florida and was a
rural route mail carrier
for the United States
Postal Service. Ruth was
a dedicated wife, mother
and grandmother and
will always be remem-
bered for the love she
demonstrated to others
and her quick wit. She
was preceded in death
by her father, Henry
Hahn.
Survivors include her

husband of 31 years,
Kerry Strickland, Echols
County, Ga.; two sons,
Ashley and Cody Strick-
land, both of Valdosta,
Ga.; her mother, Gloria
Hahn, Jasper, Fla.; two
brothers, Richard Hahn,
Echols County and
Charles Hahn of Alaba-
ma; one sister, Cathy
Smith, Englewood, Fla.;
six grandchildren; her
nephews and niece
whom she considered
her own, Christopher
Hahn, Jessica Carter and
Johnathan Carter; father-
in-law, James Strickland;
step father-in-law, Lee
Tompkins. 
Funeral services were

held Friday, Aug. 3, 2012
in the chapel of Harry T.

Reid Funeral Home,
Jasper, Fla. Interment
followed at Ruth’s Rest-
ing Cemetery.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home, Jasper, FL. was in
charge of arrangements.

Mary Evelyn Capan
Harnage

April 17, 1927 -
July 31, 2012

Mary Evelyn
Capan Har-
nage, age 85,

of Orange Park, Fla.,
passed away Tuesday,
July 31, 2012 at Signature
Health Care in Orange
Park, Fla. 
Mary was a native of

Houston County, Alaba-
ma born on April 17,
1927 to the late Jake and
Repsie Capan. She was a
former resident of Jen-
nings, Fla. 
Mrs. Harnage was pre-

ceded in death by her
husband, Leland T. Har-
nage and a brother, Dor-
man Capan.
Survivors include two

sons, Gayward Hendry
(Susan), Green Cove
Springs, Fla. and Byron
Hendry (Martha), Or-
ange Park, Fla.; two
daughters, Brenda Ham-
by, Lake Park, Ga. and
Leah Luke, Griffin
(Gene), Griffin, Ga.; one
brother, Charles Capan

(Beatrice), Greenville,
Fla.; a sister-in-law, Na-
dine Capan, Panama
City, Fla.; nine grand-
children. 
Funeral services were

held Saturday, Aug. 4,
2012 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. with
Gene Luke officiating.
Interment followed at
Greenville Cemetery.
A special thanks to

Don Smith and his fami-
ly of Auburndale, Fla.
for their help and kind-
ness.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home, Jasper, FL. was in
charge of arrangements.

Sampson Dye
July 31, 2012

Mr. Sampson
Dye, a resi-
dent of Mia-

mi, Florida and a former
resident of White

Springs, Florida passed
away July 31, 2012 in
Homestead, Florida.
Mr. Sampson Dye is

survived by his mother,
Ms. Lee Ann Dye; two
brothers, Samuel New-
some and Clarency Dye;
four sisters, Ernestine
Daniels, Coretha Lump-
kin, Sadie Marshall and
Julia Jones; nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles,
cousins and many other
relatives and friends.
Funeral Services for

Mr. Sampson Dye will
be Saturday, Aug. 11,
2012 at 11 a.m. at the
New Jerusalem Baptist
Church in White
Springs. Viewing and
visitation for family and
friends will be Friday,
Aug. 10, 2012 at the New
Jerusalem Baptist
Church in White Springs
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m.
Burial will be in the
Swift Creek Cemetery in
White Springs.
D.M. Udell Funeral

Home is in charge of all
arrangements. Call D.M.
Udell Funeral Home
serving Suwannee,
Hamilton, Columbia
and other surrounding
counties with the best
professional services.
D.M. Udell and Sons

located at 120 South
Walker Ave., Live Oak,
Florida. 386-362-4189 or
cell 386-209-0223.
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 Diamond Plate toolbox in great condition.  Used for about one year. Toolbox has split  lid for easy access. Toolbox has never been  used hard, just mainly to dress up truck.  Includes keys for locks. Toolbox is for a full  size truck. 1 Brand of this toolbox is RDS manufactured  in Perry Fl. $175 FIRM  Call 386-249-9432.

 FOR SALE
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 73112

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper
 Rev. Wayne Sullivan

 Sunday
 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 792-2275
 Pastor: Steve Shaw

 Sunday
 Sunday  School....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training.....................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship...................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting......................7:00 p.m.
 Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request
 732119

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper
 Bldg.: 792-2277

 Sunday
 Sunday School............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship.......................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship.........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 717824-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053

  938-1265
 Pastor: Johnny Brown

 Sunday
 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Virginia 
 at 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST

 717852-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

Gary and Gloria Pittman of Jennings, Florida
would like to remind you of the upcoming marriage
of their daughter Brittany Louise Pittman to Bobby
Joe Whiddon, son of Ricky and Robyn Whiddon of
Jennings, Florida.  
The wedding will be held at the First Baptist

Church of Jasper, Florida on Aug. 25, 2012 at 6 p.m.
All friends and family are invited. No local invita-
tions are being sent. Reception will follow the wed-
ding.

Wedding Reminder

Pittman &
Whiddon

By Angie Land

Bless you… Around
these parts you can pret-
ty much count on hear-
ing that phrase if you
happen to sneeze in pub-
lic.  In the Middle Ages it
was believed that a per-
son’s heart stops during
a sneeze, so the phrase
"bless you" was meant to
ensure the return of life
or to encourage their
heart to continue beating.
Webster’s Dictionary de-

fines the word bless as to
“invoke divine care for:
to wish prosperity or
happiness upon.”  I
guess you could consider
having your heart beat-
ing a priority for pros-
perity!
Come to think of it, we

bless lots of other things
here in the South:  our
food at mealtime…we
have wall hangings to
bless our homes…we
even try to get away with
criticizing someone by

properly blessing him or
her first:  “Bless her
heart... she is having a
bad hair day!”  What
about giving someone a
piece of our mind and
calling it “blessing them
out!”  Makes you wonder
how “blessed” they felt
after it was over…So
where does all this bless-
ing come from?
The Bible has a lot to

say about being blessed.
In fact, the Hebrew word
for blessed in the Old

Testament actually
means “happy”.  Since

Heart Matters 

SEE HEART, PAGE 10A



North Florida agricultural produc-
ers care about the environmental in-
tegrity of the natural resources they
manage. Twenty-two of them were
recognized for their environmental
stewardship at the 12th Annual Coun-
ty Alliance for Responsible Environ-
mental Stewardship (CARES) dinner
on July 24.

The CARES farmers were recog-
nized and congratulated by Florida
Agriculture Commissioner Adam Put-
nam and Florida Farm Bureau Presi-
dent John Hoblick at the

UF/IFAS Suwannee Valley Agricul-
ture Extension Center in Live Oak.
Don Quincey, Suwannee River Water
Management District Governing
Board Chairman, and Herschel T. Vin-
yard Jr., Secretary of the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection,
were among the dignitaries who at-
tended and spoke at the event.

The Florida Farm Bureau and the
Suwannee River Partnership (SRP)
created CARES to bring agricultural
associations, public agencies and insti-
tutions, and farmers together to in-
crease environmental awareness on
farms. Through the program, farmers
voluntarily implement conservation

best management practices (BMPs) de-
signed to protect and save water.

Below is a list of this year’s honorees
and the counties in which their opera-
tions are located:

The Holly Factory (Alachua), Hitch-
cock and Sons, Inc. Santa Fe River
Ranch (Alachua), Boyd Farm
(Alachua), Dyal Family Farm (Brad-
ford), Willis Family Farm (Columbia),
Ricky Philpot Farm (Columbia), Smith
Farms of Bell Inc. (Gilchrist),Hugh and
Jan Hunter Farm (Hamilton), Murphy
Brothers Farm (Hamilton), Walker and
Sons Farm Inc. (Jefferson), Jody and
Laura Land Farm (Lafayette), L&H
Family Farm (Madison), Jimmy Harris
and Sons Farms (Madison), Windy
Hill Farm (Madison), Howard and
Doreen Curtis Farm (Madison),
Margie Foust McLeod Ranch (Madi-
son), Ben and Katherine Harris Ranch
(Madison), Brett and Christy Lameier
Ranch (Madison), Jimmy and Hilda
Dixon Farm (Madison), Red Oak
Ranch (Madison), Washington Family
Farm (Madison), and the Sheriff’s
Boy’s Ranch (Suwannee).

Farmers who implement BMPs
through the SRP, which administers
the CARES program in the Suwannee

and Santa Fe river basins, save an esti-
mated 1 billion gallons of water annu-
ally and achieve a nitrogen reduction
of 3,250 tons per year. The SRP has set
aside about $365,000 for cost share
programs for irrigation system retro-
fits and other water- and fertilizer-effi-
cient equipment and techniques for
fiscal year 2012-2013.

“Through the use of advanced tech-
nology and environmental practices,
farmers are conserving groundwater
and reducing nutrient loading in our
rivers, streams and springs, and at the
same time maintaining their profitabil-
ity,” said SRP Coordinator Hugh
Thomas.

Some of these technologies and prac-
tices include:

·  Retrofitting center pivot irrigation
systems with low-pressure, low-vol-
ume nozzles to increase irrigation effi-
ciency and decrease water use.

·  Irrigation management practices,
such as irrigation scheduling and soil
moisture testing, to ensure that farm-
ers know how much and when to ap-
ply irrigation based on crop and soil
needs.

· Using fertigation systems to reduce
the amount of fertilizer applied during

a single application and provide for a
more uniform application of fertilizer
to improve the application efficiency.

· Fitting tractors with GPS mapping
technology that targets fertilizer and
chemicals to crops, thus preventing
application of excess nutrients to sur-
rounding soil.

·  Nutrient management plans for
proper handling of animal wastes and
fertilizers.

Farmers in the CARES program par-
ticipate in a State of Florida BMP pro-
gram. Participating agencies help the
farmer select and implement farm
plans which include nutrient and irri-
gation management. To maintain
CARES status farmers must continue
to operate and maintain conservation
practices over time.

Since its inception in 2001, the
CARES program has recognized more
than 500 farmers and ranchers
statewide for implementing these
practices.

For more information about the
CARES program, contact Hugh
Thomas at 386.362.1001. You may also
call your county Farm Bureau office or
Scot Eubanks, Florida Farm Bureau
Federation, at 352.384.2633.
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More than 20 area farmers recognized for
environmental stewardship

The Hugh and Jan Hunter Farm, of Hamilton County, was recognized at the 12th Annual CARES

dinner on July 24. Pictured from left, Florida Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam, the Hunters,

and Florida Farm Bureau President John Hoblick.

The Murphy Brothers Farm, of Hamilton County, was recognized at the 12th Annual CARES din-

ner on July 24. Pictured from left, Florida Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam, the Murphy

family, and Florida Farm Bureau President John Hoblick.
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Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record  each
week .  If your name ap-
pears here and you are
later found not guilty or
the charges are dropped,
we will be happy to
make note of this in the
newspaper when judi-
cial proof is presented  to
us by you or the author-
ities.

The following abbrevi-
ations are used below:

DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida De-

partment of Law En-
forcement

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforce-
ment

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White Springs
Police Department

July 31, Jimmy Lee
Lyons, 35, 1104 Lee
Street, Palatka, Fla.,
hold for Putnam Coun-
ty: DTF-Brownsfield

Aug. 1, Cecil Jabbaar
Rhoden, 32, 539 Fort
Hill St., Macon, Ga.,
DWLS/R (knowingly),
out of state fugitive
warrant: OALE-Davis

Aug. 1, Robert K.
Thomas, 53, 3601 NW
21st Circle, Jennings,
Fla., VOP: P&P-
JAPD/Morgan

Aug. 1, Joseph Morris,
47, 10650 SW 46th
Street, Tampa, Fla., in
for court: HCSO-Harris

Aug. 1, David A. Let-
ner, 26, 626 Sunset
View, Davenport, Fla.,
in to serve sentence 20
days w cts of 6: HCSO-
Harris

Aug. 2, Earnest Elmer
Sheeks Jr., 71, 1235 Oak
Street, open carrying of
weapons: JNPD- S.P.
Raggins

Aug. 3, Joseph M.
Brenton, 31, 147 SE San-

dra Way, Lake City,
Fla., child support:
HCSO-Walk-in

Aug. 3, Timothy
David Morgan, 28,
10271 SW 42nd Drive,
Jasper, Fla., battery,
lewd or lascivious mo-
lestation on child under
12: HCSO-Burnam

Aug. 4, Marcus, Eric
Taylor, 31, PO Box 913,
Jasper, Fla, poss. drug
para., poss. cocaine,
pos. of cntrl sub w/o
prescription: HCSO
DTF- Brownfield

Aug. 4, Jennifer L.
Combs, 32, 820 7th
Street, Live Oak, Fla.,
DWLS/R knowledge:
WSPD- Golub

Aug. 5, Ronald E.
Burnham, 54,2149 NW
86th Blvd., Jasper, Fla.,
leaving scene with unat-
tended property dam-
age over $500.: FHP-
Hughes

Aug. 5, Lorenzo Luna,
36, PO Box 626, Lee,
Fla., no valid d.l.: JNPD-
Davis

Aug. 5, Marcus Dar-
nell Harrington, 30,
10266 SE 160th Place,
White Springs, Fla., bat-
tery on leo, deprive offi-
cer of a weapon, resist
arrest with violence,
poss. less 20 grams mar-
ijuana, false name to leo,
DWLS habitual: WSPD-
Golub

Arrest
Records

Submitted
The roads in Hamilton County

should be cleaner in the near future
thanks to a partnership between
Hamilton County, Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office and Florida Depart-
ment of Corrections Probation and Pa-
role.  

Hamilton County Coordinator Dan-
ny Johnson was riding down one of
the rural roads in the county recently
and saw a lot of dumped garbage and
debris along our beautiful roads. He
had the idea that our roads could be
cleaned at a minimal cost to Hamilton
County by the use of public service
work.  

Johnson met with Sheriff Harrell

Reid and the Sheriff agreed to provide
a van and the use of the Hamilton
County Auxiliary Sheriff’s Deputies to
oversee the project.  

The Deputies will meet with offend-
ers, who have been ordered by the
Court to perform Public Service Work,
every other week on Saturdays and go
out to pick up the trash along our rur-
al roadways.   

Sheriff Reid puts forth every effort to
make our community a better place to
live. This community partnership with
the help of our Sheriff Harrell Reid,
County Coordinator Danny Johnson
and offenders within our community
will greatly enhance our beautiful
county. 

Cleaning Up Hamilton County

(L-R) County Coordinator Danny Johnson, Sheriff Harrell Reid and Susan Johnson are cleaning
up Hamilton County. - Courtesy Photo: 

Submitted

Hamilton County  attended the To-
bacco Free Florida “Break Through”
conference in Orlando, Fl.

Tyler Scaff and Jristin Smith repre-
sented Hamilton County and were ac-
companied by Mr. Tony Ogburn, Pre-
vention Specialist for Hamilton Coun-
ty and Mrs. Grace McDonald, Director
of the Hamilton County Alcohol and
Other Drug Prevention Coalition. 

In this conference each one learned
vital information on providing preven-
tion  strategies  for our
community.  Scaff and Smith  were
trained in sessions  on how to  apply
creativity and imagination to devel-
op  new and attention-grabbing ways
to deliver SWAT messaging in our
community and to extend the reach
and effectiveness  of planned SWAT
activities.

Mr. Ogburn and Mrs. McDonald
were provided the proper skills to un-
derstand how to effectively communi-

cate on the benefits  of  smoke-free
housing  in our community  and the
fundamentals to get started on encour-
aging  Employer Cessation  programs
in Hamilton County.  As Prevention
Specialist for Hamilton, Mr. Ogburn
strongly focused on K-12  school  poli-
cies, retail advertising and flavored to-
bacco products. 

We are pleased to announce the
new  DOH Tobacco  Prevention Grant
the Drug and Alcohol Coalition re-
ceived this year.  We invite any inter-
ested citizens to come join us in our ef-
forts to address how we can help our
community to become Tobacco Free.
The Hamilton Tobacco Free Partner-
ship will hold its first meeting for this
year on Tuesday, August 14 at 6 p.m.
at the FDLRS Training Lab on the JRE
Lee Campus.  

This is your opportunity to get in-
volved and help improve the health
and environment of our communi-
ty.  COME AND JOIN OUR EFFORTS
ON THE 14TH.

Break Through 2012 

From left: "LT" Tony Ogburn - Prevention Specialist, Tyler Scaff and Jristin Smith. - Courtesy Photo



Sorry to have missed
last week, hope you
missed reading it as
much as I missed send-
ing it.  It is always a
good feeling to get in
touch with you in this
way. Hope to hear from
you also.

Some special news at
this time, J. B. and
Megan Wilson have a
new son, Brady  John
Wilson, born Wednes-
day, July 11, 2012 at
South Georgia Medical
Center, Valdosta,
Ga.  Brady John
weighed 5 pounds, 14
oz., was 20 inches
long. Grandparents are
Bob and Cindy Eatmon,
and B.J. and Marcia
Wilson.  Great grand-
mothers are Carolyn
Bass and Jean Eat-
mon.  Congratulations
to all.

Did you have barbe-
cue  last week?  If not
you certainly missed
some good food.

First, week before
was the political rally at
the VFW building,
what a crowd, do not
remember when there
were that many people
gathered there for fun,
food, fellowship and
hearing from the folks
who are running for of-
fices tell of their plans
and hopes for the fu-
ture of Hamilton Coun-
ty, our state and our na-
tion. We hope for a fair
and just election, start-
ing here in our own
community.

Thanks to the Gools-
by family and we do
not know all of their
helpers, also to the
ladies who prepared
and brought their spe-
cial dishes, and who
worked long and hard
getting it there and
serving, the hall looked
lovely also, it was such
a special and pleasant
evening, with much
good will.

Now, we must be
sure to GET OUT AND
VOTE and make our
wishes known for our
future.

Last week I  enjoyed
great barbecue again,
with all the trimmings,
which was to benefit
the Hamilton County
Trojan team, tickets
were through Sunsa-

tions, I was thankful to
have a plate delivered
from there by Joy How-
ell.

It is my understand-
ing that this barbecue
was prepared by some
folks in White Springs,
I will try to find out and
let you know.

It is lunchtime as I
first write this and it
sure would  be nice to
have some of this good
food now but will have
to prepare my own
lunch today.

Our teachers and
staff are back at work
this week, busy getting
ready for students.  I
stopped by Central this
morning, it was really
quiet up front, then
learned that they were
at lunch in the cafeteria,
things were really
buzzing behind the
scenes. We wish all the
schools, faculty, offi-
cials, staff, students and
anyone with the stu-
dents, parents, those
who feed the students,
all who contribute in
any way toward a bet-
ter education for our
loved ones.  Remember
to drive safely as the
traffic will be full of our
most precious posses-
sions.

Some of my family
were in San Antonio,
Texas last week with
Trey who was taking
part in a track event.  I
was able to watch part
of it on the computer
but did not spot
him. Leigh Ann, grand-
parents Richard and
Ann Shepard and sister
Kaleigh, were there,
Ben was unable to at-
tend due to his duties
in Gainesville at this
time, he saw him on the
computer, I did
not  spot him, in case
you saw it he was not-
ed as Wade Norris (his
first name), I did get to
speak with him right
after the race, he was
very excited at having
been able to participate
in this event.

Making this trip were
his mother, Leigh Ann,
his sister Kaleigh, and
his grandparents
Richard and Ann Shep-
ard from Sycamore, Ga.

While on the road
they toured San Anto-

nio, The Alamo, and
other points of interest,
also went through sev-
eral states and stopped
at several points of in-
terest on their way
home.

Trey and Kaleigh had
just been on the way
home from the wonder-
ful week spent at Blue
Ridge, Ga. with a group
from First Baptist
Church, Jasper, we
hope to have more
about that trip for next
week from them. 

First Presbyterian
Church, Jasper has
been privileged to have
Dan Graham in the pul-
pit in the absence
of  Pastor Sandra
Hedrick, he brought
very special messages
and provided us with
inspiration during the
two Sundays he was
with the congregation.

Timmy Dyke asks for
prayer for a trip to Jack-
sonville, looks like
there will be close to 40
leaving Friday for a 24
hour Mission Trip with
Words to Works Min-
istry, discipleship on
steroids.  Associated
with Pine Grove Mis-
sionary Baptist
Church.  

It is now time for you
to bring me informa-
tion on what is happen-
ing with each of you,
people tell me every
week how glad to hear
what is going on, so let
your news be known.

The clothes closet at
First United Methodist
Church, Jasper, will be
open as usual on the
4th Saturday.  They are
looking forward to
homecoming in the
near future,  former
member of that Church
Jason Gant will be de-
livering the sermon. Ja-
son will be remem-
bered growing up here,
he is the son of Gary
and Julie Gant and we
look forward to seeing
him back in Jasper for
this occasion.

We would love to
have news of other
churches in the county,
and surrounding, and
from all of you.  You
know how to get in
touch, so let me hear
from you.

Would you believe it,
we are already having
meetings and talking
about Relay for Life for
next spring?

Listening for a tele-
phone call, or hearing
from you in some way,
in the coming days to
give me some news for
next week - you can
make my week very
happy, and my work
easier.  It will be so
good to hear from you.

Lillian Norris
386-792-2151

norrislw@
windstream.net
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Norris
Notes

By Lillian Norris
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More scenes from the rededication ceremony on July 24.

Jasper News columnist Lillian Norris speaks with Shelton O.
Mitchell after the re-dedication. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Marion Cemetery re-dedicated as sacred burial ground

The memorial grave marker for more than 50 black slaves buried
at Marion Cemetery.

Father George Hinchliffe leads the opening prayer.

A reverent smile from Ruby Lang Jackson.Ruby Lang Jackson and Shelton O. Mitchell.

The Suwannee River Water Management District’s
Tentative FY 2012-13 Budget – also known as the Au-
gust 1 Report – is now available on the agency’s busi-
ness and financial page at
www.mysuwanneeriver.com. 

The tentative budget total is $15,128,674 and includes
only those items that are expected to be expended this
fiscal year. The budget supports the District’s core mis-
sions and includes significant reserve funding for cost-
share programs. The District proposes to set aside $1.5
million each for agriculture and local government cost-
share programs for water supply, water conservation,
water resources, and related projects.

The proposed budget, approved by the Governing

Board on July 10, includes 
$5.2 million in ad valorem property tax revenue. The

proposed millage rate is 0.4143, or 41.43 cents for every
$1,000 of assessed property value, and is the same as
last fiscal year. The District expects to receive an esti-
mated $2.9 million in state funding and an estimated
$1.1 million in federal funding.

The Tentative FY 2012-13 Budget represents a re-
vised standardized approach to budgeting and fiscal
responsibility. For the first time, the District has devel-
oped an annual operations budget, which is consistent
with the other water management districts and allows
for improved tracking of costs and performance evalu-
ations. 

In compliance with statutory requirements, the Dis-
trict submitted the Standard Format Tentative Budget
on August 1 to the Governor, the President of the Sen-
ate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
chairs of all legislative committees and subcommittees
with substantive or fiscal jurisdiction over water man-
agement districts, the Secretary of the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, and the governing
body of each county in which the District has jurisdic-
tion or derives any funds for District operations.

The District will hold public hearings on the budget
at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 11, and Tuesday,
September 25. Both hearings will be held at District
headquarters in Live Oak.

SRWMD Tentative FY 2012-13 budget available online



happiness is something
we all spend our lives
looking for, it would be
worth our effort to hear
what the Bible says
makes us blessed.  Psalm
1:1-2 says this:
“Blessed is the man

who does not walk in the
counsel of the ungodly
or stand in the way of
sinners or sit in the seat
of mockers.  But his de-
light is in the law of the
Lord and on His law he
meditates day and
night.”
These verses begin by

telling us what not to do
in order to be happy: first
of all, we are not to walk
in the counsel of the un-
godly.  An ungodly per-
son is one who does not
fear or respect God, and
we are instructed to be
careful not to take advice
nor be influenced by
those who make their life
choices “looking out for
number one.”  
“Standing in the way

of sinners” refers to plac-
ing yourself among those
who know they are do-
ing wrong and have
every intention of contin-
uing what they are do-
ing.  If we stay in their
company very long, we
risk losing our perspec-
tive that what they are
doing is wrong and find
ourselves joining in.
This is a short step away
from “sitting in the seat
of mockers”.  We get
comfortable and move
right in with them, no
longer just following
their lead, but now en-
couraging others to fol-
low ours.  Honestly, I be-
lieve no one sitting in the

“mocker’s seat” made
that the goal.   So how do
we get there?  We arrive
by not having God’s
standard to live by…a
solid base to determine
our life decisions when
we are being pushed and
pulled in every direction.
God gives us the an-

swer over in the second
part of this verse…to
find our delight in His
Word.  Hear it, read it
and ponder it until we
know how to make right
decisions.  Having a
standard to live by
makes the way and the
decisions clearer, al-
though not always easi-
er. However, it does
bring relief, peace, and
happiness: makes us
blessed…like our hearts
continuing to beat after a
sneeze…after all they re-
ally do matter!
Blessings, Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
seling to  ind ividuals,
couples and  families.
Contact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land3@wind-
stream.net
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 Honest: 
 I will treat everyone with dignity and respect no matter what 
 your race, age, sex or religion. 

 Experienced: 
 I have 28 years in law Enforcement. Assistant Chief of Police 
 for the City of Jasper and lead investigator in many felony 
 cases from stolen cars to Murder with most of them resulting in 
 convictions. Hamilton County Chamber of Commerce Law 
 Enforcement Officer of the year. 

 Dedicated: 
 I have donated many hours to the Sheriff’s Office and the 
 Jasper Police Department. I am dedicated to educate the 
 Sheriff’s office personnel in the latest and most updated classes 
 to help make the Sheriff’s Office more efficient. 
 I will work closely with the White Springs, Jennings and 
 Jasper Police Departments. Emergency Management and 
 Emergency Medical Services, Florida  Department of Law 
 Enforcement. Florida Department of Corrections and assist 
 them in making Hamilton County a better and safer place to 
 live. I am dedicated to being a full time Sheriff. 

 Committed: 
 I am committed to reducing crime in our county and will work 
 closely with all Law Enforcement agencies especially the drug 
 task force to rid our county of illegal drugs. 
 I am committed to our children and school system to promote 
 higher education for our children. 
 From my own funds I am committed to rewarding outstanding 
 students in grades K-5 in each of our three elementary schools 
 and set up a scholarship fund for graduating students desiring 
 to become Law Enforcement Officers. 
 I am committed to saving taxpayers dollars and will work hard 
 to reduce the current budget. I will always be accountable to 
 the taxpayers on how your ax dollars are used. 
 I plan to hold community meetings to discuss community 
 needs and provide Law  Enforcement solutions to each 
 community as a result of these meetings. 
 I want to be your Sheriff, and I ask for your support and vote on 
 August 14, 2012. Together we will make a difference. 

 Thank You

 Candidate for Sheriff
 This is a paid political advertisement paid for and approved by Mike Holton Democrat for Hamilton Co unty Sheriff.
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 Vote and Elect
 Mike

 Holton 
 for your
  Sheriff

 HAD ENOUGH?
 “The career politicians have either led us to 

 where we are or they have failed to prevent it. 
 Neither is acceptable. I will get our Country back 

 on track and after 8 years in Washington,
  I will come home: - Ted Yoho

 IN CONGRESS, TED YOHO WILL:
 √  Vote to repeal and defund Obama Care the fist year he is in 
 Congress √ Work to simplify the tax code and pass the Fair Tax to help 
 families and business prosper √ Defend our core values, founding principles and the   
 Constitution √ Vote to pass a Balanced Budget Amendment in the first year 
 he’s in Congress √ Push for a Constitutional Amendment enforcing Term Limits

 “...the alternative to a trio of well-seasoned politicians
 including Rep. Cliff Stearns...”

 _ Ocala Star Banner 717112

 Christian Family Man
 Large Animal Veterinarian

 Conservative Business Owner
 Pro-Life

 “A” rating from the NRA

 757687

Heart Matters 
Continued From Page 5A

Saturday Aug. 4 and
will continue until 5
p.m. Saturday Aug. 11.
The primary election is
Tuesday, Aug. 14.
Take advantage of

early voting dates and

stop in at the Supervisor
of Elections office locat-
ed at 1153 US Hwy. 41
NW, Suite 1 in Jasper.
For more information
you can call 386-792-
1426 or log on to
www.hamiltonvotes.co
m.

Early voting off
to slow start 
Continued From Page 1A
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