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Wade E

Goolsby
Sr. an-
nounced
this week
his candi-
dacy for
county
commissioner District 1
for Hamilton County. 
“I am very excited to

announce my candidacy
to run for Hamilton
County commissioner for
District 1,” said Goolsby. 
Born and raised in

Hamilton County, he is
the son of the late Horace
and late Onnie (Rober-

Staff
Qualifying ended Friday at noon for the 2012 pri-

mary and general elections. Those running for coun-
ty, state and federal seats have been announced.
Those that will run unopposed and will automati-

cally be elected or re-elected are: County Judge Son-
ny Scaff, Clerk of Court Greg Godwin, Tax Collector
Mary Sue Adams, Property Appraiser David Gools-
by Jr., School Board District 2 Gary Godwin, Morri-
son Blair Payne for public defender and State Repre-
sentative Elizabeth Porter.
For county positions, qualified candidates for sher-

iff include incumbent Harrell Reid, Democrat, and
Michael Holton, Democrat. This race will be deter-
mined in the Aug. 14 primary.
Supervisor of Elections incumbent Laura Dees, De-

mocrat, will be challenged by Joy Howell for this
seat. This race will be decided in the primary.

Superintendent of
Schools incumbent
Martha Butler, Democ-
rat, will be challenged
by Spencer “Sarge”

SEE FIELD, PAGE 2A

SEE GOOLSBY, PAGE 2A
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The mandatory water
use restrictions placed
by the Suwannee River
Water Management be-
gan Wednesday
Watering can only be

done once a week be-
tween 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.
For addresses ending

in
0 or 1 Mondays
2 or 3 Tuesdays
4 or 5Wednesdays
6 or 7 Thursdays
8 or 9 Fridays
Areas with no address

and community com-
mon areas are set aside
for Friday watering.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

In yet another dramatic turn of
events, the Hamilton County
School Board voted 3-2 Monday

night, June 11, not to close South
Hamilton Elementary (SHE) as
was recommended by Superin-
tendent Martha Butler in order
to balance the budget for the
2012-13 school year, which is

projected to have a shortfall of
$424,000. 
School board members Da-

mon Deas, Gary Godwin and

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

In just five days a former M*A*S*H* actress has
molded young students from a popular after school
program in White Springs into budding actors. That
local troupe will perform Kids 4 Broadway at 7 p.m.
Friday, June 15, in the auditorium of South Hamilton
Elementary School (SHE). The cast are students of the
H.O.P.E after school program/Boys and Girls Club
who will be presenting “Little Orphan Annie Meets
Richie Rich”, an original play written by actress and
HBO producer, Connor Snyder.
This one-week Kids 4 Broadway program started

on Monday, June 11 with the selection of cast mem-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The new Senior Citizens
Center in Hamilton County is
beginning to take shape in the
city of Jasper.
The new building at 1509

Martin Luther King Drive is

replacing the one that was de-
stroyed by fire on Dec. 9, 2010.
The old building was demol-
ished and then the land was
cleared in preparation for the
new building.
According to Hamilton

County Coordinator Danny
Johnson, after discussions

with the general contractor
and the project manager from
the insurance company, he
said they expect to be com-
pleted within 90 days, al-
though it could take a bit
longer.
“Everything depends on the

weather,” said Johnson.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Local resident Leslie Carter ad-
dressed the Hamilton County
Board of County Commissioners
recently to request assistance from
them in getting the recreation de-
partment running more effectively
and efficiently for the children of
the community.
Commissioner Randy Ogburn

stated before Carter spoke that he
and the board had reviewed a letter
she had given the board and gave it

to County Coordinator Danny
Johnson to follow up with the recre-
ation director.
Carter began by saying, “We are

here today to encourage you as
county commissioners to take part
and pride in our recreation depart-
ment for the betterment of our chil-
dren, who are our future. If you
want to keep them here, you’ve got
to give them something to come
home to, and to stay and keep their
kids here.”

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Paula Williams, guidance counselor and
AVID sponsor at Hamilton County High
School brought several HCHS students to a re-
cent school board meeting so they could give
a PowerPoint presentation to the board about
their recent trips to Saturday at the Sea (SATS)
and Washington, D.C.

Saturday at the Sea
“This was a science activity, a part of STEM,

Water use
restrictions
now in effect

School Board

SHE stays open, for now
School could still be closed if CHE doesn’t exit intervene status “The School

Board’s
decision
Monday night
not to close
South
Hamilton
Elementary
does not
affect the
Intervene
Option Plan
submitted to
the
Department of
Education in
February.”
- School Supt. Martha
Butler on the board’s
vote earlier this year to
close SHE if CHE
doesn’t exit intervene
status with the DOE

A packed board room at school board meeting Monday night.

Field set for
fall elections

Kids 4 Broadway
M*A*S*H* star produces,
directs local troupe 

Connor Snyder helps the kids get in costume for a dress re-
hearsal. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

New Senior Citizens Center taking shape

The new Hamilton County Senior Citizens Center in Jasper is under construction. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Commission 
Rec board issues discussed 

Local resident Leslie Carter
addresses the county commis-
sioners on recreation board is-
sues. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

HCHS students
explore life at sea
and in the big city

Goolsby seeks county
commissioner District 1 seat

Goolsby

SEE SHE, PAGE 2A

SEE REC, PAGE 7A

SEE HCHS, PAGE 7A

SEE KIDS, PAGE 2A
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bers, who would have to
learn the script and
choreography for the
play.

“There's lots of may-
hem, lots of comedy, lots
of music and lots of
dance,” Snyder said in
an interview in White
Springs Tuesday. “It's
just fun.”

Snyder said she did
the same play in St.
Johns in the U.S. Virgin
Islands after being invit-
ed there by 21st Century
Community Learning
Center (CCLC) and it
was very successful.

Snyder, whom you
may remember as 'Nurse
Able' in a late 70s
episode of the popular
television series
M*A*S*H*, utilized her
22-year professional ca-
reer experience as actress
and producer to come
up with her own theatre
company, aptly named
Kids 4 Broadway, which
is 'just for kids' ages 7-17.

Snyder began her the-
atrical studies at the Uni-
versity of California
Berkley, and UCLA, and
later studied with
Michael Learned (The
Waltons) and Tracy

Roberts, who was Ava
Gardner's nemesis in the
late 40s and 50s. She also
worked extensively with
Claudette Colbert.

“That's where I
learned all my comic
timing,” said Snyder.
“Claudette was the mis-
tress of comedy. She
taught me everything.”

Snyder's journey to the
town of White Springs is
an interesting one, and if
you don't believe how
far-reaching and advan-
tageous the worldwide
web can be, then you are
not living in the 21st cen-
tury.

On Sept. 15, 2011 The
Jasper News published a
story about the White
Springs H.O.P.E. after
school program, which
was funded by a Florida
Department of Educa-
tion (DOE) Mentoring
and Student Assistance
Initiatives program
grant. That grant, how-
ever, was only available
for one year. When that
money ran out the town
of White Springs applied
for funding from 21st
CCLC, but it was not ap-
proved. Out of 130 appli-
cations that year, only 28
grants were awarded by
DOE statewide.

Even without funding,
the town felt compelled
to continue the success-
ful after school program
and teachers and men-
tors agreed to volunteer
their services in order to
pay for rent, utilities and
supplies. The town had
suggested a contribution
of $25 per week per fam-
ily or three volunteer
hours per week from
each family, and they
also held fundraisers and
sought donations to keep
the program going.

Snyder, who lives in
California, happened
upon the online edition
of the article while doing
research to find potential
after school organiza-
tions that might be inter-
ested in her Kids 4
Broadway program.

“Never in the 12 years
that I've been doing it
had I ever found a may-
or of a town running the
after school program,”
Snyder said. “That, to
me, was so unique in its
own right. It just blew
me away.”

She was so intrigued
that she tracked down
Mayor Helen Miller of
White Springs.

“She answered the
phone, which was really

way cool,” Snyder said.
The two women talked

on the phone for about
an hour and Miller told
Snyder she would get
back to her. Two days
later Miller called Snyder
back and said, “We're
going to do this.”

Snyder sent Miller a
DVD of the production
so she could get a visual
of what was needed on
her end as far as props,
as there is a certain
amount of give and take
in the deal. The two
women stayed in touch
as they worked out de-
tails over the next sever-
al months.

“My major job is to get
the kids trained, and get
them up and ready in
five days for a show,”
said Snyder. “People
don't think we can do it,
but I've done it almost
over 100 times.”

It has been 21 years
since Snyder started
Kids 4 Broadway and it
is clear she is enjoying it
immensely. She stays ac-
tive drumming up new
business in between jobs
by contacting Boys and
Girls Clubs and other af-
ter school programs
across the country and
around the globe. She is

about to make her sec-
ond visit to Hawaii to
work with 21st CCLC
and she is excited.

“I love to smile and
dial when I'm not pro-
ducing and directing,”
said Snyder.

Snyder said her hus-
band John passed away
10 years ago and he was
the one who motivated
her to start the Kids 4
Broadway program.

“He believed in this
program so much,” she
said.

So, if you're looking
for a lively evening of
fun musical entertain-
ment starring “the kids”
be sure to come out to
South Hamilton Elemen-
tary tomorrow night and
prepare to be wowed.

Meanwhile, Miller is
already planning for an-
other Kids 4 Broadway
production next year
that will be incorporated
with the STEM program.
Snyder has just the right
play, too, called “The In-
ventive Inn”.

You can learn more
about Connor Snyder
and Kids 4 Broadway by
visiting
www.kids4broadway.co
m.

Kids 4 Broadway set for Friday
Continued From Page 1A

Lofton in the primary.
The winner will face
Tom Moffses, Republi-
can, in the Nov. 6 gener-
al election.

County commissioner
District 1 will see Re-
publicans Beth G. Bur-
nam, Samantha Prueter
and Michael Wethering-
ton and Democrats
Wade “Cooter Jack”
Goolsby and Richard E.
Williams face off. The
top Republican and top
Democrat from the pri-

mary will face off in the
general election.

For county commis-
sioner District 3, Democ-
rats Robert E. Brown,
Robert “J.J.” Daniels,
Darnell Lumpkin and
Calvin Paul will face off
in the primary. This race
will be determined in
the primary. 

For county commis-
sioner District 5, Harry
“Buster” Oxendine, in-
cumbent, will face fel-
low Democrat, Sue Hes-
ter Crosby in the prima-
ry. This race will be de-

termined in the primary. 
For school board Dis-

trict 3, Jeanie Daniels, in-
cumbent, and Saul
Speights, both non-par-
tisan races, will be de-
cided in the primary.

Andrew J. Decker III
and Frederick John
“Rick” Schutte IV will
seek the Third Circuit
Group 2 judgeship.
These two will be on
the  Aug. 14    ballot  and
the election will be open
to all voters. For Group
5, it will be between An-
gela Cancio, a write-in,

and  Wes Douglas and
James W. Prevatt
Jr.  Douglas and Prevatt
will face each other in
the primary and then the
winner will face Cancio,
the write-in
candidate,  on the No-
vember ballot. 

Robert L. “Skip” Jarvis
will seek to retain his
post as Third Circuit
state attorney against
Jeffrey Alan Siegmeister.
This race will be decided
in November. 

For state senator, Bill
Montford, Democrat,
will face off against John
Shaw, Republican in the
Nov. 6 general election. 

Those seeking the U.S.
representative seat for
District 3 are  Democ-
rat, J.R. Gaillot, Republi-
cans, James Jett, Steve
Oelrich, Clifford B.
“Cliff” Stearns and Ted
Yoho and then Philip
Dobbs, non-partisan and
write-ins, Michael Ricks
and Keneth
Willey.  There will be a
Republican primary and
the winner will face
Gaillot, and the non-par-
tisan and write-ins at the
general.

Those seeking election
for U.S. senator are Piotr
Blass, Chris Borgia,
Glenn A. Burkett, Nao-

mi Craine, Bill Gaylor,
George LeMieux, Deon
Long, Lionel Long, Con-
nie Mack, Mike McCalis-
ter, Ron McNeil, Robert
Monroe, Bill Nelson,
Lawrence Sidney Scott,
Marielena Stuart and
Dave Weldon.  Republi-
cans, LeMieux, Long,
Mack, McCalister, Stuart
and Weldon will face
each other in the prima-
ry and the winner will
then face the Democrat,
Burkett and the non-par-
tisan’s, Borgia and Mc-
Neil, and the write-in’s,
Blass, Craine, Long,
Monroe and Scott at the
general.

Field set for fall elections
Continued From Page 1A

Johnny Bullard voted
not to close SHE and
Jeanie Daniels and Sam-
my McCoy voted for the
measure.

This is only a partial
victory for SHE, howev-
er. There is still the issue
of Central Hamilton Ele-
mentary (CHE) and
whether or not they will
successfully exit inter-
vene status when school
grades come out next
month. If they don't exit
intervene, then, as the
board voted in January,
SHE will close and stu-
dents will be bused to
CHE.

Butler submitted the
plan to the Department
of Education in Febru-
ary.

“The School Board’s
decision Monday night
not to close South Hamil-
ton Elementary does not
affect the Intervene Op-
tion Plan submitted to
the Department of Edu-
cation in February,” But-
ler said Wednesday. 

Monday night's meet-
ing was standing room
only with folks spilled
out into the hallway as
the closure of SHE was
debated at length. From
White Springs, Mayor
Helen Miller, Shauna
Adams-Farries, Walter
McKenzie and Rhett
Bullard pleaded with the
board not to close their
school.

Miller announced that
Adams-Farries was ap-
pointed chairman of the
SHE charter school gov-
erning board and attor-

ney Rhett Bullard was
appointed vice-chair.
She advised the board to
contact them with any
questions about the pro-
posed charter school for
White Springs. The
school board has until
July 15 to either accept or
reject the charter school
application.

With regard to the clo-
sure of SHE if CHE does-
n't exit intervene, Miller
told the board, “When
the governor was here
last week, after the meet-
ing, Commissioner (Ger-
ard) Robinson (Florida
Department of Educa-
tion) came back into the
building and spoke with
me. So, we had a brief
conversation and he
asked that we send a
synopsis following our
problems over the school
closure vote and the re-
lated issues, and so, we
did that.”

Miller gave board
members a copy of the
information packet she
faxed to Robinson,
which detailed the entire
chain of events leading
up to the school board’s
decision to close SHE in
the event CHE does not
exit intervene. The DOE
is currently reviewing
the packet, she said.

As for the budget
shortfall, Miller said ad-
ditional options exist to
reduce the projected
deficit of $424,000 for the
upcoming school year,
rather than simply clos-
ing the school in White
Springs. Two items that
need to be reviewed, she
said, are salaries of non-

instructional staff and
energy costs for all the
schools. The pain, she
said, should be spread
across the board and not
placed entirely on clos-
ing SHE to balance the
budget.

Adams-Farries ad-
vised the board she was
speaking on behalf of the
charter school governing
board, as well as the new
director of the Boys and
Girls Club of White
Springs.

“From a governing
board perspective, we
are willing, ready, and
able to do any concur-
rent contractual negotia-
tions with you at this
point, right now, because
we understand that you
all need time to review
the process,” she said.
“Any of us on the gov-
erning board are avail-
able to answer questions
at any point in time, so
that you can be assured
of what we have to of-
fer.”

Rhett Bullard talked
about leadership and the
suggested closure of
both SHE and Green-
wood, which were the
two options Butler came
up with to balance the
budget.

“Tonight I’m asking
you to say no to what the
superintendent has rec-
ommended because we
have five educational fa-
cilities in this county and
tonight you’re being
asked to close two of
them,” Rhett Bullard
told the board. “So,
we’re going to close 40
percent of the education-

al institutions in this
county because of this
budget shortfall that
we’ve been talking
about.”

He asked the board to
go back to the superin-
tendent and her staff and
ask them to re-figure the
numbers.

“If it’s South and
Greenwood this year,
and if there’s another
shortfall, what will it be
next time? Central? Or
will it be North Hamil-
ton?” he asked the
board.

Rhett Bullard said
there are people, not
only in White Springs,
but also in Jasper and
Jennings who are look-
ing at other options for
their children, rather
than sending them to a
Hamilton County school.

“You’re only encour-
aging that by closing ed-
ucational institutions,”
Rhett Bullard continued.

On the subject of
teacher raises being part
of Butler’s budget plan,
Jane Lowe, a teacher at
HCHS and newly elected
president of the Hamil-
ton County Education
Association effective July
1, 2012, said she may get
fired for it, but she said
the teachers have gone
four years without a
raise.

“What's one more
year?” she rhetorically
asked the board.

SHE parents in the au-
dience were outspoken
with objections. Many
were in tears as the
thought of the closure of
their school hung in the

balance. They begged the
board to keep the school
open one more year until
their charter school
could be approved.
When it seemed clear the
majority of the board
members were leaning
toward voting to close
the school, several par-
ents stormed out of the
room, declaring they
would not be sending
their kids to Central.

After all the discus-
sion, Butler made a rec-
ommendation to the
board to close SHE to
balance the budget. One
by one they voted and
when board member Da-
mon Deas made the final
deciding vote not to
close SHE, there was
confusion in the audi-
ence. Rhett Bullard
asked the board to clarify
what just happened and
an audience member
asked who voted which
way. Deas then said SHE
would not be closing and
that Johnny Bullard,
Godwin and Deas voted
no to the closure and
Daniels and McCoy vot-
ed yes.

This victory, whether
it is short-lived or not,
was felt throughout the
town of White Springs
that night.

For now, it is back to
the drawing board for
the school board mem-
bers, who must find oth-
er ways to cut spending
to avoid a budget short-
fall for the upcoming
school year. Additional-
ly, the CHE intervention
plan also hangs in the
balance.

SHE stays open, for now
Continued From Page 1A

son) Goolsby. Goolsby, a
1966 graduate of Hamil-
ton County High School
and studied at North
Florida Junior College
until he was drafted into
the United States Army.
Before departing, Gools-
by married Linda L. (But-
ler) Goolsby from Jen-
nings, Fla. After return-
ing from Vietnam, Wade
and Linda made their
home in Jennings, Florida
where they raised their
two sons Wade E. Gools-
by Jr. and Ashley Gools-
by on the family farm.  

After serving 14 years
as a Florida Highway Pa-
trol dispatcher, Goolsby
went on to work with the
United States Postal Ser-
vice for 33 years, as your
local mail carrier. Gools-
by is a Lifetime member
of the (VFW) Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post #8095,
(DAV) Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans MLM #126,
M Caldwell Lodge #70
(F&AM) Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of Florida
and a member of the Ad-
vent Christian Church of
Jasper, Florida. My wife,
Linda, is a teacher’s aide
for North Hamilton Ele-
mentary School and is
very active in Jennings
Methodist Church.  

I am committed to the
growth and progress of
Hamilton County and
our community. At the
heart of this is a belief I
feel that we must all
work together for our
County and Cities, and
build the economic foun-
dations back to our com-
munities. 

Recently retired from
the United States Postal
Service I will work hard
for you; I am dedicated
and committed to be
your voice of our district
and run for county com-
missioner District 1.  

I hope I can count on
your support on Aug. 14
for the primary election. 

Goolsby
seeks county
commissioner
District 1 seat
Continued From Page 1A

Perfect FCAT
score and A’s

all year

Congratulations to Lexi

Williams for her perfect FCAT

score and for making A’s all

year. Williams was a student

at North Hamilton Elementary

School in the third grade class

of Mrs. Blue.
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of her shell and Snyder credits that mentor with
starting her on the path to success that eventually led
to many notable acting credits including a stint on
one of my favorite TV series of all time, M*A*S*H*.

Snyder was cast as “Nurse Able” in an episode en-
titled “The Late Captain Pierce,” which was the
fourth episode of the series’ fourth season and aired
on Oct. 3, 1975. M*A*S*H* was a comedy for the ages
and the show is still in syndication.

Snyder has taught and directed over 9000 young
people and produced countless productions, includ-
ing 13 original plays and comedies she wrote exclu-
sively for the workshop. 

This children's theatre program motivates our
young people to appreciate the value of learning and
discovery, while continuing to help build their self-
confidence and feelings of self worth.

The play, “Little Orphan Annie meets Richie Rich”
will be presented to the public this Friday, June 15 at
7PM at the South Hamilton Elementary auditorium.
There is no charge for admissions but donations of
any amount are needed and will be much appreciat-
ed.  Thank you in advance to Ms. Snyder, all the staff
at the HOPE program and to the stars of tomorrow,
our White Springs kids!

Speaking of or kids and South Hamilton Elemen-
tary, I know that many of you have been concerned
about the future of our school, most notably in re-
spect to the possibility that our school would be

Once again the
world has come
to White

Springs, or perhaps I
should say Hollywood
and Broadway have
come to White Springs in
the person of a Ms. Con-
nor Snyder.  Connor
Snyder has worked with
some of the biggest stars

closed.  I am happy to tell you at last Mondays
school board meeting, our Hamilton County School
board voted against the closing of our school, which
was being considered for budgetary reasons.  Con-
gratulations to them for putting quality education
first!  I know that we are all hopeful that they will
continue to recognize in any future deliberations
they may have that keeping South Hamilton Ele-
mentary open is the smart thing to do, the best thing
to do and the right thing to do for education in our
town and in our county.  Our thanks go out to the
board members who voted in favor of our school
and our kids.  I am so very proud of our community
for their involvement!  All of this reminds me once
again of one of my favorite quotations, which cer-
tainly applies to our community involvement that
helped save our school.  “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change
the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”  

So once again it is raining and life in White Springs
continues to have its challenges and rewards to all
those who are involved in a positive way.  I love it all
and I hope to see you out and about in White
Springs, enjoying and contributing.  I would love to
hear from you!

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com
386-269-0056

in Hollywood. But these days, she’d rather hang out
with the celebrities of tomorrow and that is what she
has been doing this week as part of our Boys and
Girls Club Summer Hope program.  

Snyder is spending the week in White Springs
working with our White Springs kids on an original
production of “Little Orphan Annie meets Richie
Rich.”  When I stopped by the first day of rehearsals
she was casting the characters for the play and was
patiently drawing the kids out of their natural ten-
dency to be a little intimidated by being on front and
center stage.  As I watched her encourage the kids to
“project their energy” I knew that this was going to
be a wonderful challenge for her and the kids.  Sny-
der has been known to say that she doesn’t want to
go back to Hollywood, that her passion now is work-
ing with kids and seeing their self-confidence come
through.

Snyder started acting at age nine in community
theater.  It was there that a mentor brought her out

745368

 747205

Please join us at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, June 14 for our monthly
meeting. The candidates for state at-
torney, District 3 have agreed to come
and speak to us that night. Incumbent
Robert L. "Skip" Jarvis Jr. and his chal-
lenger Jeff Siegmeister will speak for a
few minutes followed by a question
and answer session. The state attor-
ney position is a constitutional office;
it is extremely important that we elect
someone who will uphold his oath to
the Constitution, and review all the
cases presented to him for prosecu-
tion in a fair, unbiased manner. The
state attorney, along with the sheriff,

is the last line of defense to protect us
in cases of encroachment of federal
bureaucracy and power. We will also
have Jason Bashaw and Lee
Chauncey, candidates for Suwannee
County Commission District 1, speak
that evening.   

We meet at the Taylor Building 128
SW Birley Ave. in Lake City. The Tay-
lor Building is located on the south
side of U.S. 90 and Birley Ave. about
three miles west of the I-75 inter-
change. For more information, call
John 386-935-1705, Sharon 386-935-
0821 or email
shiggins@windstream.net

North Central Florida Tea Party monthly meetingLocals join Never Quit Beach Challenge
The goal of Never Quit is to inspire fam-

ilies to become healthier, become aware of
how to avoid strokes and brain bleeds, en-
joy activities that the whole family can be
a part of and take a Never Quit approach to
life.
The event was held Saturday, June 9 at

Jacksonville Beach. There was a 5K run,
trident challenge, consisting of a 5K run,
500 meter ocean swim, and a 1.5K ocean
surfboard paddle; a military warrior chal-
lenge, Jr. warrior challenge and battle for
the beach, surfing lessons and a one mile
fun run. 

Never Quit challengers: from left: Kaleigh Norris, Tory Harris, Beth Harris, Matthew
Gookins, Debbie Krohn, Lindsay Hudson and Denise Sweetwood Moss. Not pictured Leigh
Ann Norris, Velma Radloff, William Lowe, Natalie Lowe, Alicia Fennell. All ran one 5k, some
for the first time. Alicia and Beth ran two 5k's. Courtesy photo

HCHS Class of 1977
35 Year Class Reunion

Saturday, June 16, 2012 at 7 p.m.
Someplace Else of Jasper, FL
For more information call:

Debbie Lindsey Reid 229-834-0896
Lillian Bennett Cato 850-603-0099
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OPINION

Some of the responses to my col-
umn last week, titled "Immoral Be-
yond Redemption," prove that Amer-
icans have been hoodwinked by Con-
gress. Some readers protested my
counting Social Security among gov-
ernment handout programs that can
be described as Congress' taking
what belongs to one American and
giving to another, to whom it doesn't
belong -- legalized theft. They argued
that they worked for 45 years and
paid into Social Security and that the
money they now receive is theirs.
These people have been duped and
shouldn't be held totally accountable
for such a belief. Let's look at it.
The Social Security pamphlet of

1936 read, "Beginning November 24,
1936, the United States Government
will set up a Social Security account
for you. ... The checks will come to
you as a right."
(http://www.ssa.gov/history/ssb36.
html). Americans were led to believe
that Social Security was like a retire-
ment account and that money placed
in it was, in fact, their property.
Shortly after the Social Security Act's
passage, it was challenged in the U.S.
Supreme Court, in Helvering v. Davis
(1937). The court held that Social Se-
curity was not an insurance program,
saying, "The proceeds of both em-

ployee and em-
ployer taxes are
to be paid into
the Treasury like
any other inter-
nal revenue gen-
erally, and are
not earmarked in
any way." In a
1960 case, Flem-
ming v. Nestor,
the Supreme Court said, "To engraft
upon Social Security system a con-
cept of 'accrued property rights'
would deprive it of the flexibility and
boldness in adjustment to ever-
changing conditions which it de-
mands."
Decades after Americans were

duped into thinking that the money
taken from them was theirs, the So-
cial Security Administration belatedly
and quietly tried to clean up its histo-
ry of deception. Its website
(http://www.ssa.gov/history/nestor
.html) explains, "Entitlement to Social
Security benefits is not (a) contractual
right." It adds: "There has been a
temptation throughout the program's
history for some people to suppose
that their FICA payroll taxes entitle
them to a benefit in a legal, contractu-
al sense. ... Congress clearly had no
such limitation in mind when craft-

ing the law." The
Social Security
Administration's
explanation fails
to mention that it
was the SSA itself
that created the
lie that "the
checks will come
to you as a right."
Here's my ques-

tion to those who protest that their
Social Security checks are not hand-
outs: Seeing as Congress has not "set
up a Social Security account for you"
containing your 45 years' worth of
Social Security contributions, where
does the money you receive come
from? I promise you it is not Santa
Claus or the tooth fairy. The only
way Congress can give one American
a dollar is to first take it from some
other American. Congress takes the
earnings of a person who's currently
in the workforce to give to a Social
Security recipient. The sad fact of
business is that Social Security recipi-
ents want their monthly check and
couldn't care less about who has to
pay. That's a vision shared by thieves
who want something; the heck with
who has to pay for it.
Then there's the fairness issue that

we're so enamored with today. It

turns out that half the federal budget
is spent on programs primarily serv-
ing senior citizens, such as Social Se-
curity, Medicare and Medicaid. But
let's look at a few comparisons be-
tween younger Americans and older
Americans. More than 80 percent of
those older than 65 are homeowners,
and 66 percent of them have no mort-
gage. Homeownership is at 40 per-
cent for those younger than 35, and
only 12 percent own their home free
and clear of a mortgage. The average
net worth of people older than 65 is
about $230,000, whereas that of those
younger than 35 is $10,000. There's
nothing complicated about this; older
people have been around longer. But
what standard of fairness justifies
taxing the earnings of workers who
are less wealthy in order to pass them
on to retirees who are far wealthier?
There's no justification, but there's an
explanation. Those older than 65 vote
in greater numbers and have the ear
of congressmen.

Walter E. Williams is a pro fessor o f
economics at George Mason Univer-
sity. To  find  out more about Walter
E. Williams and  read  features by oth-
er Creators Syndicate  writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Duped by congressional lies
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~

Tri-County Irrigation, Inc.
10022 Hwy. 129 South • Live Oak, FL

Phone: 386-362-6066
Fax: 386-364-4939 • Email: irrigation@windstream.net

745369

 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 746165

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or Sofa & Chair
 $ 429 00

 June Special

 THANK  YOU
 I humbly Thank You, 

 Hamilton County, for allowing me 
 to serve you as your Tax Collector 

 for the next four years.
 I appreciate your support and 

 promise to remain dedicated and 
 committed to this position.

 Mary Sue Adams  74
72

40

 Political Advertisement Paid For And Approved By Mary Sue Adams

 Woodpecker Mudboggs

 For More Info:
 386-292-4720  747241

 WHERE: CR 135
 White Springs

 WHEN: June 16th and 17th
 Time: Sat. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.
 Sun. 12:30 p.m. - 6 p.m.

 Mudd Race With 3 Classes
 Come see or join our new edition of 

 Mudd Racing Events!
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Letter to the editor and Article Policy
Letters to the editor and news articles can be mailed,

FAXed or dropped off at the news office located in the
Bank of America Building, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.
till 12 noon.
Letters to the Editor should be typed, double-spaced if

possible, brief and to the point, approximately 150 to 200
words or less. Not all letters are published. To be consid-
ered for publication Letters to the Editor must be signed,
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Lee/Daniels
Wedding announcement

The pleasure of your company
is requested at the wedding cele-
bration of Victoria A. Lee and
Daryll O. Daniels, Saturday the
23rd of June, two thousand and
twelve at two o’clock in the after-
noon at Oak Grove Missionary
Baptist Church, Bellville, Fla.

No local invitations will be
mailed.

2012 VBS Church Announcement
New Jerusalem, Sweet Home, and St. Luke Freewill

Baptist Churches along with Zion Temple Holiness, New
Bethel A.M.E. of White Springs and Mt. Pleaseant A.M.E.
of Marion Station, will be sharing in Vacation Bible
School during the week of June 11-15, 2012, from 6-8
p.m. St. Luke Freewill Baptist Church will be hosting.
You are cordially invited to share Vacation Bible School
with the White Springs Community. Our Culinary Team
will prepare dinner each night.
For more informatin please contact:
Florine Roberts at 386-965-3540 or
Harold Lumpkin at 386-397-2780.

First meeting for North Florida water supply 
stakeholder representatives is set for June 25

The North Florida Regional Water Supply Partnership
(Partnership) Stakeholder Advisory Committee will hold
their inaugural meeting on June 25 at 6 p.m. in the gov-
erning board room at the St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District Headquarters, 4049 Reid St./Hwy 100 W,
Palatka. The public is invited and encouraged to attend.
The purpose of the meeting is to introduce the com-

mittee members, establish committee operating proce-
dures, review the basics of Florida water law, identify
water supply issues the committee would like to examine
more closely, and establish a regularly scheduled meet-

ing.
The Partnership was established by the Suwannee Riv-

er Water Management District, the St. Johns River Water
Management District, and the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP) as an initiative to protect
natural resources and ensure cost-effective and sustain-
able water supplies in North Florida.
The Partnership recently formed a stakeholder com-

mittee that will serve in an advisory capacity to the dis-
tricts and DEP on water supply issues. The committee in-
cludes representatives of groups and entities from

throughout the region.
A website with details about the Partnership is avail-

able at www.northfloridawater.com. The website is up-
dated regularly with the latest news, announcements, and
meeting dates. It also provides information about com-
mittee members. 
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Obituary

 In Loving Memory of 

 Sharon Denise Townsend

 Sharon Denise Townsend was born on June 4, 1970 
 in Jasper, FL to Elizabeth Kingdom and the late 
 George Townsend, Sr.; she was the youngest of nine 
 siblings.  She attended the public schools in Jasper, 
 FL.  A very hard working young lady who cared 
 and always did what she could for others.  Having 
 done all that she could do during her life, Sharon 
 was called home on Easter Sunday morning on 
 April 11, 2004.  She will be greatly missed by so 
 many. 

 Love, Mom (Elizabeth Kingdom)
  & Daughter (Shatara Townsend)

 746566

 June 4 th , 1970 - April 11 th , 2004
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 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper
 Rev. Wayne Sullivan

 Sunday
 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 792-2275
 Pastor: Steve Shaw

 Sunday
 Sunday  School....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training.....................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship...................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting......................7:00 p.m.
 Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request
 732119

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper
 Bldg.: 792-2277

 Sunday
 Sunday School............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship.......................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship.........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 717824-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053

  938-1265
 Pastor: Johnny Brown

 Sunday
 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Virginia 
 at 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST

 717852-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 In Memory Of
 Madelyn Lee Powell

 Madelyn
 It has been one year since you came into our lives. You 
 brought us and countless family and friends so much 
 happiness. You also taught us that with God, all things 
 are possible.

 We will be celebrating your 1st birthday here on earth, 
 but I can’t even begin to imagine the magnificent 
 celebration that is planned for you in Heaven with our 
 Father. What a Great Day that will be when we can 
 celebrate your birthday and being together once again!

 Our lives have been forever changed because God chose 
 us to be your earthly family!

 Happy 1 st  Birthday 
 Angel Baby Maddie

 Love Always,
 Daddy, Mommy, Travis, Granny, Uncle Jeff and Aunt Gin

 June 15, 2011

 Happy 1st Birthday

 747190

Margaret M. Long

June 10, 2012

Margaret M.
Long, 90,
passed away on

Sunday, June 10, 2012. She
was a native of Jasper, Fla.
and the daughter of the late
William Stewart Mitchell
and Annette Wetherington
Mitchell and moved to
Ocala in 1942.
She was a member of Ft.

King Presbyterian Church
and the Order of Eastern
Star. She was a retired
bookkeeper for her family
business, H.M. Long Lum-
ber Co. 
She is survived by her

children, Harry Long Jr.

funds. I forget the percent-
ages provided by each..
After the old department

of commerce was dissolved
and Visit Florida became
the vehicle for promoting
the state of Florida, I went
to their offices, their very
nice, posh offices, in Talla-
hassee. The interior looked
like the corporate suite for
Disney, so it was obvious to
me even being from the
"Po" part of the state, who
is providing a lot of private
funds for Visit Florida. Of-
ficially, it is the state of
Florida's vehicle to promote
tourism in the state of Flori-
da, but, in reality, it pro-
motes to a great extent, Dis-
ney. And that is the truth of
it. The chances of our part
of the state of Florida,
which is needy economical-
ly and has much natural
beauty, although with many
of the springs"going, sadly,
it ain't what it used to be.
Still, there is much history
and just pretty country to
see in North Central and
North West Florida, but the
chances of us getting much
money to promote this part
of the state from Visit Flori-
da, are, I would guess, ex-
tremely slim. No mouse
wandering the banks of the
Suwannee.
However, Before Disney,

my parents took my brother
and I on many wonderful
vacations. We went down to
Silver Springs with their fa-
mous glass bottomed boats,
Six Gun Territory (who re-
members that?), Weeki
Wachee, with their live

mermaid show, of course,
St. Augustine, with all the
attractions, Cypress Gar-
dens, Bok Tower, the Citrus
Tower, Tarpon Springs,
Ybor City, Busch Gardens,
Villa Vizcaya, the Sea
Aquarium, the Parrot Jun-
gle, and I could go on and
on.
We had so much fun vis-

iting, going, and learning.
Daddy believed in the state
of Florida. He believed you
should learn about your
own state and oh did we
comb the Sunshine State af-
ter tobacco season, mainly
weekend trips, but, at times,
we would stay three or four
days. Good memories and
good times.
I remember traveling

through Orlando during
those days. It was a little
larger than Valdosta, Geor-
gia, not much. Not nearly as
large as Tampa. 
Florida was a very differ-

ent state then. I've always
loved our Sunshine State,
and I, like many Floridians,
have traveled to Disney
many times. It is a quality
destination, no doubt about
it. They know how to do
things there, and they do it
correctly. They have the
money to do it and, what
they don't have, Visit Flori-
da provides. I won't write
that this is all together bad.
Disney attracts thousands
and hundreds of thousands
of American and foreign
tourists to our state. Oh, we
heard from the governor on
his stop in Jasper that the
tourists who are spending

the most money now in the
state of Florida are from
Brazil. Maybe some of us
in our part of the state need
to learn how to salsa speak
Portuguese, and sally forth
to Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo
and other points of interest
in Brazil. I've always want-
ed to attend Rio's famous
Carnival. Maybe we should
make a video with Old
Folks at Home being sung
in Portuguese and have
someone doing salsa out at
Spirit of the Suwannee.
Well, it's a thought.
I've rambled enough

along the banks of the
Suwannee this week but I
do, with fondness, remem-
ber the Florida of Stuckey's,
great souvenir shops, the
Kapok Tree Restaurant in
Clearwater,  of Jordan
Marsh and Burdine's in Mi-
ami, of Maas Brothers in
Gainesville and Tampa, of
May Cohen's and Rosen-
blum's in Jacksonville.
Our state still has many

wonderful treasures. It's
just that many of us who
grew up "B.D." were of-
fered, seemingly, a wider
variety of destinations
and  points of interest in
our  beloved Sunshine
State. We didn't just do one
stop shopping and today,
sadly, we have a tendency
to do just that.
From the Eight Mile Still,

on the Woodpecker Route,
north of White
Springs...Wishing you a
day filled with joy, peace,
and, above all, lots of love
and laughter.

(Altha) of Tampa; Irva
Harper (Thomas) of
Chiefland; Marjorie Mox-
on (Henry) of Ocala; and
I.A. “Val” Long (Lynn) of
Atlanta, Ga. Her brother,
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Shelton O.
Mitchell of Jasper, her 10
grandchildren and 19 great
grandchildren also survive.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
H.M. Long and one great
great grandchild.
Graveside services will

be held on Saturday, June
16, 2012 at 11 a.m. at
Highland Memorial Park,
1515 NE 3rd St., Ocala.
Arrangements by Hiers-

Baxley Funeral Services,
910 E. Silver Springs
Blvd., Ocala. In lieu of
flowers, please make dona-
tions to Hospice of Marion

County.

Cecil J. Morgan
May 6, 1926 
June 9, 2012

C ecil J. Morgan, 86,
of Jennings, Flori-
da, passed away

Saturday, June 9, 2012, at
the Crosswinds Health &
Rehab, Greenville, Florida.
He was born May 6,

1926 to the late Mr. Dou-
glas Morgan and the late
Willie Mae Gandy Morgan.
He was a farmer. At an

early age he confessed
Christ and joined the holi-
ness church.
He leaves to cherish his

memory two loving sisters:
Mother Jessie Graham,
Jennings, Fla.; Beaula Gib-
son, St. Petersburg, Fla. A

There are still some of us
who remember taking vaca-
tions to various tourist des-
tinations in our own
beloved Sunshine State,
"B.D." (Before Disney).
The state of Florida was
quite a different place be-
fore the arrival of "The
Mouse". Recently, Gov.
Rick Scott and an entourage
visited with us over in
Jasper. We were all pleased
that he took the time to stop
by.
The governor, the com-

missioner of education, and
others, did a wonderful job
doing the typical political
"Dog and Pony" show. I am
not singling them out, and I
have seen it done by both
parties, Democrat and Re-
publican. It's just the nature
of the beast. They are all
programmed not to answer
any questions directly and,
most of the time, by the
time you listen to all the di-
atribe with which they do
answer, you have forgotten
the question you asked and
you're kind of numb.
Well, enough of that.
One question that was

posed was about WHAT the
state of Florida could do to
increase advertising our part
of the state, the "Other
Florida". The answer was so
interesting. The governor
related to us that while
much of the state budget
had been decreased, the
funding to Visit Florida has
increased. This was not a
surprise to me. Next, he told
us how Visit Florida is fund-
ed with public/private

Jasper arrest records
poss. cocaine w/i to sell,
poss c/s w/i to sell:
HCSO-Bennett

June 5, Willie W. Fel-
ton, 36, 1221 Bee Street,
Jennings, Fla., VOP
strong armed robbery:
P&P-Tolle

June 5, Jose Luis Gon-
zalez-Bravo, 34, 598 N
Hartford Street, Apt. 4,
Phoenix, Ariz., forced la-
bor  or serv by human traf-
ficking, no valid dl: DTF-
Brownfield

June 6, Jeremy Dale
Towe, 38, P.O. Box
30903, Memphis, Tenn.,
DWLS: FHP-Delgado

June 6, Terrence Tyrone
Houston, 29, 103 SW 12th
Ave., Jasper, Fla., DWLS:
DTF-Cheshire

June 7, Michael Lee
West, 29, 2918 NW 36th
Street, Jennings, Fla., sim-
ple assault two counts,
battery two counts:
HCSO-T. Griffin

June 7, Isreal Noguez
Lucas, 34, 2901 Rock-

bridge Road, Marietta,
Ga., no valid dl: FHP-
Creech

June 7, Leyrin Odilio
Quich Garcia, 25, 6887
Tracy Valley Drive, Nor-
cross, Georgia, no valid
driver license: FHP-A.
Creech

June 7, Mario Gregorio,
21, Mary Street, Jennings,
Fla., DWLS-knowingly,
attach tag not assigned:
HCSO-Burnam

June 8, John Alexander
Smith, 27, 1207 W. Hatley
Street, Jasper, Fla., VOP:
HCSO-Griffin

June 8, Dennis Wayne
Stanley, 52, homeless, out
of county warrant: HCSO-
K. Blanton

June 9, Hugo Dela
Torre-Barrera, 36, 4012 W
36th Street, Bradenton,
Fla., no valid driver li-
cense: HCSO-T. Murphy

June 10, Randy Ger-
mayne Davis, 23, 10805
NW 37th Street, Jasper,
Fla., VOP: HCSO-Curry

June 4, Denise Whitest,
27, 1100 Oak Street, Jen-
nings, Fla., FTA petit theft:
HCSO-Beck

June 4, Takima Rasha
Bryant, 26, 3222 NW CR
150, Jasper, Fla., VOP o/c
poss. of controlled sub-
stance w/i to sell, deliver
two counts: DTF-Mc-
Daniel 

June 4, Jerry Don
Leisure, 42, 2804 Green
III Road, Delaplaine,
Ariz., DWLSR knowingly:
JAPD-M. Price

June 5, Melvin Anthony
Waller, 39, 1332 Meredith
Way, Clarksville, Tenn.,
operating cmv with license
suspended, operating cmv
while license expired more
than four months: FHP-
Williams

June 5, Vincent D. Rice,
35, 53 Predator Lane, Val-
dosta, Ga., FTA, DWLS,

loving niece, Melinda
Robinson (Sam), Valdosta,
Ga. A host of nieces,
nephews, cousins and
friends.
The family will meet and

greet friends Friday

evening from 6-8 p.m. at
Thomas Funeral Home
chapel. Home going ser-
vices will be Saturday,
June 16, 2012 at 11 a.m. at
Thomas Funeral Home
chapel, Rev. Henry Smart

officiating. 
Interment at Sasser

Landing Cemetery, Jen-
nings, Florida. 
Bennie Thomas Funeral

Home is in charge of all
arrangements.

Advertise your 
YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
Call 386-792-2487 to 
place your ad today. 

Jasper
CLASSIFIEDS

735852

Place Your 
Ad Here!

72
94

65



First, on behalf of the members of the Revi-
talization Committee and all those connected,
thank you for participating in making the
Blackberry Festival a success, whatever you did
was appreciated, and it is hoped that you en-
joyed the events as much as those who worked
so hard to make it possible enjoyed doing it.
The showers probably helped to make it a little
cooler and it did not seem to dampen the spir-
its of anyone who participated. The pancakes
and sausages helped to start the day off right,
with a good cup of coffee, and everyone was
ready for the blackberries and jams, jellies, cob-
blers, etc. and other goodies. Thanks to all
those who brought their wares, to the politi-
cians and others who helped to make it a fes-
tive day. There will be more news next week.
It would be nice if the people in Colorado

had some of this rain we are having, we cannot
even imagine what it would be like to look
back and see nothing but fire and smoke,
knowing that we had a home somewhere amid
that devastation. I have a cousin who lives out
there and was pleased to learn that it was out
of their territory. We are so fortunate to live
here, frankly. I think this is the right place to
live, probably some of you are thinking you
would never hear me say that, well, I still love
the mountains and the weather there (except
for maybe January and February) and even the
snow is pretty if you do not have to be out in
it, but this is home and I am glad to be here.
Hope all of you feel the same. And I hope that
we can work together and keep what we have
and help to make our cities and counties a bet-
ter place to live.
Please note that on Thursday (that's today)

June 14, a ceremony, starting at 11 a.m., where
flags that are not longer functional or in honor-

able condition, will be burned, destroyed at the
VFW Building on State Road 6, in a sacred cer-
emony, if you have a flag that you feel is no
longer an honor, this is a perfect way to dis-
pose of it, it is a memorable occasion. Follow-
ing the ceremony, fish dinners will be offered
at $5 a plate (with all the trimmings and pre-
pared by the best cooks in Hamilton County),
and free to widows of Veterans. Hope you will
make it and enjoy a blessed day.
Bible Schools are in session this week and

most will be having closing ceremonies Thurs-
day or Friday, and from what reports heard
they are being successful, with many young
people in attendance and working. For those of
you taking part, let us know so we can give a
report and if you have one upcoming we will
be glad to let other people know of such activi-
ties.
School is out and many will be going on va-

cation, we want to hear of your trips; and what
are you young people doing this summer?
Also, remember that there will be more chil-

dren around and about, and drive carefully to
help keep them safe.
Congratulations to all those who have com-

pleted your education and will be moving on
up to greater things. Keep us posted, we are in-
terested in your future and will not forget you,
just because you are leaving HCHS. Have a
good summer and we will look forward to
hearing from you.
Last week was a big time for the Billy

Mitchell family. Dr. Billy and Martha celebrat-
ed their 65th wedding anniversary, and Wayne
celebrated a big birthday (he can tell you which
one) last weekend with a gathering of the
Mitchell Clan and many friends. The family has
been a most important part of this community
and continue to love it and return as often as
possible to be with the family here and friends,
the gathering was held at the home of Wayne
and Jerri Mitchell and their family. 
Last week William and Kathy Mitchell and

Marshall attended a reunion of Kathy's family
in Douglas, Ga., also Charles Dyal,  Charley
Dyal, Amanda Dyal and other family members,
Amanda is working in Jacksonville, and
Charley is manager of a Zaxby's in Tallahassee.
Hope to see you Thursday (today) at VFW.

Lillian Norris 
386-792-2151

norrislw@windstream.net
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Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

GED graduates and retirees
By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County GED
graduates, along with all
the retirees from the school
district, were honored at
the June 11 school board
meeting that included a
small reception afterward.

GED Graduates:
Johnna D. Amerson,

Wanda J. Bonnell, Maria A.
Calderon, Christopher K.
Cashes, Kendra M. Honey-
cutt, Amy E. Hughes,
Michaela Johnson, Charles
M. Shaw, Jr. and Timothy
A. Stirn.

There were 16 Retirees:
Ralph Anderson, Bus

Driver
Edna Barrs, Nutrition

Services Assistant
Connie Burnam, Head

Custodian
Waylon Bush, Principal
Sharon Byrd, Teacher
Ben Daniel, Teacher
Conni Hall, Teacher
Rosa Hall, Nutrition Ser-

vices Assistant
Debra Marlowe, Teacher
Emily Mathews, Science

Coach
Kathleen Peacock, Para-

professional
Joan Radford, Teacher
Linda Shrader, Bus Dri-

ver
Linda Thomas, Parapro-

fessional
Deloris Williams, Clerk

Typist
Gwendolyn Williams,

Bus Driver

Cake, punch and candies were served at the reception for
GED grads and retirees.

School retirees and GED graduates socialize at a reception
in their honor.
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Healthy Living ~Beth Harris, CSCS, CHFS

bethharrisfitness@gmail.com

Bring on the boys
By Beth Harris

You’re having a baby!! How exciting! Do you want a
boy or a girl? We always ask this question don’t we? A
few people say it doesn’t matter, fewer say girl, but most
people say-I want a BOY! Especially dads, with dreams
of playing catch and fishing trips filling their heads. My
dad was also guilty of this. I jokingly say this is why my
parents named me Jaye Elizabeth (my dad’s name is Jay),
boy or girl the first born was gonna have his name by
gosh!  
In all seriousness, can you blame dads?  Boys are just

easier, or at least that’s common perception. Either way
my dad was 0 for 2 in the boy department. That didn’t
stop my sister and I from being all boy we could be. We
both played sports all our lives, my sister at the collegiate
level, and I pursing a very physically active and demand-
ing profession.  One of my dads old high school buddies

commented the other day: “You’re just like your dad, into
those weights!.”
While I’m thankful for my quick feet and a love for

Gator football; my competitive drive and wicked arm; I
know my dad gave me more than that. Just as our moth-
ers teach us how to love and nurture ourselves and others,
dads have just as an important job.  
Homer said it is a wise child who knows his own father.

Dads teach us how to be strong, responsible, and as-
sertive. How to provide, achieve, lead, and persevere.
How to carry the weight of the world on our shoulders,
and still have time for a game of catch in the evening. Re-
gardless of whether your dad is alive or has gone home,
today give up thanks.    
Secretly, maybe we all hope for boys. Not because girls

drool and boys rule. Maybe, just maybe, the reason is
more profound. Perhaps we secretly are hoping for inner
strength and perseverance, not only for ourselves, but for

this world.
So there is one baby boy

wish I’m thankful came
true, well three really. My
son, my husband, and my
dad. Happy Father’s Day to
all you dads out there, thank
you not only for teaching us
it’s best to throw a change up when you’re ahead in the
count; but more importantly-for teaching us strength be-
gins within.

Sometimes the poorest man leaves his children the
richest inheritance.

~Ruth E. Renkel

~Beth Harris, CSCS, HFS, LWMC
www.jayeelizabethharris.com

Austin Griffin is a kid going places

Austin Griffin, 12, son of Joanna and
Nathan Griffin, was one of several of
Mrs. Judy Steedly’s 5th grade students at
North Hamilton Elementary school who
were invited to attend the Junior Nation-
al Young Leaders’ Conference (JrNYLC)

held this past November at the JrNYLC
complex in Maryland.
Students attending the JrNYLC, spon-

sored by the Congressional Youth Lead-
ership Council, develop and sharpen their
leadership skills by examining the lead-
ers of the past and the critical roles they
played, and are encouraged to become
leaders themselves and make a positive
social impact in their schools and com-
munities. One goal of the conference was
to have students gain a greater sense of
their role as individuals in American
democracy.
Austin, now in the 6th grade, was one

of only three students from Florida who
attended, and he estimated that there
were approximately 1,500 students rang-
ing in age from the 5th grade through
middle school. They came from all over
the United States. Students were nomi-
nated by their teachers on the basis of
their academic achievement and leader-
ship potential.

Carter referred to 2010
census numbers to make
her point. Hamilton
County, she said, had a
population of 14,799
serving a total of 259
children with a total
recreation budget of
$238,036.
“I understand we

oversee more than one
park, however, our bud-
get is nearly double oth-
er counties of similar
population as ours,”
Carter said.
Jefferson County, she

said, had a population
of 14,761 with a budget
of $92,000 with one em-
ployee/director who
serves 417 children in
sports, such as baseball,
softball, football and
soccer.
Lafayette County was

the next comparison
Carter made and she
said she chose them be-
cause they are so much

smaller than Hamilton
County with a popula-
tion of only 8,870.
“They serve 479 kids,

nearly double what we
are serving,” Carter
said. “There’s not neces-
sarily a budget there.
Their road department
and public works de-
partment takes care of
their recreation facility
and their parks and boat
ramps. There’s Steve
Land, who works for the
clerk of courts and he
provides the activities
program for the coun-
ty.”
Union County with a

population of 15,535 has
a $25,000 budget serving
448 children, she went
on.
“Union County does

not even have a recre-
ation department,” said
Carter. 
Their recreation board

oversees the $25,000
budget, Carter said, and
they spend those funds

on whatever they need,
as well as use volunteers
for the different recre-
ational programs.
“Their rec board is on

top of it,” she said.
Carter raved about

Madison County’s
recreation department,
who has one director,
one helper and two in-
mates, as well as volun-
teers who run the sports
programs. They utilize a
budget of $150,000 to
serve six county parks
and a recreation com-
plex. She did not have
the total number of chil-
dren served, however
census records show a
total population of
19,224.
“Our goal today is to

show you, we could
have one of the best
recreation departments
around if managed and
maintained correctly,”
Carter implored the
board. “All of the num-
bers provided for chil-

dren participating in the
programs were given by
rec directors or program
directors, which were
very helpful and willing
to offer any information
they had.”
Carter said she had

names and phone num-
bers of all the people she
contacted if the board
wanted to verify her in-
formation.
Carter stated, “I have

contacted several indi-
viduals within our
county regarding poli-
cies and procedures and
guidelines for the rec
department, how the rec
board is to follow, what
procedures they’re sup-
posed to follow. I was
directed to our director
of the rec department
and I have provided you
with the e-mail.”
Carter said the e-mail

stated that the rec board
was appointed by the
board of county com-
missioners to serve as an

advisory council.
“At this point, I still

do not know what our
board’s duties are as rec
board,” said Carter. “At
least two of your rec
members are still un-
aware of their job du-
ties. This board has met
twice this year, once in
the beginning of ball
season and once after
my letter came out. Pri-
or to this they had not
met in nearly a year and
that is per a rec board
member,” she contin-
ued. “My question to
you as county commis-
sioners, if you have ap-
pointed these board
members and expect
them to serve properly,
then should they be
aware of their duties?”
Parliamentary proce-

dures and Robert’s Rule
of Order are not being
implemented in the pro-
gram, either, Carter
said. She went on to say
that if Union County

can serve 448 children
on a $25,000 budget then
Hamilton County
should be able to serve
their youth with their
generous budget.
Carter said she and

her husband have col-
lected about 60 names
on a petition that states
the recreation program
in the county needs im-
provement, organiza-
tion and higher stan-
dards. She said she has
not given the commis-
sioners a copy of the pe-
tition because she didn’t
want them receiving
backlashing or intimida-
tion that she herself has
already dealt with.
Carter closed, saying,

“We are here for our
children and the chil-
dren of the community
to ensure they receive
the best from our tax
dollars and we feel it’s
time our commissioners
listened to the commu-
nity.”

Rec board issues discussed
Continued From Page 1A

sponsored by Florida
State, but we went
through CROP, which is
the College Reach Out
Program,” said
Williams.
The SATS program at

FSU’s Marine Laborato-
ry introduces students
to a variety of marine
creatures of the Gulf of
Mexico by hands-on ex-
perience. It aims to initi-
ate an understanding of
the biological relation-
ships sea creatures have
to each other and their
physical environment,
as well as awaken an
awareness of the inter-
dependency of people in
this region with the sea
life in estuaries and
bays. 
The program includes

a slide presentation, a
collecting trip to sample
marine invertebrates
and fishes by trawl net
and beach seine, and a
guided natural history
field trip in the salt

marsh. Then students
perform experiments,
collect data, and observe
animal behaviors.
The students said they

learned a lot from the
outing, including how
different types of ma-
rine life protect them-
selves.

Washington, D.C. trip
Several HCHS stu-

dents went on a fasci-
nating trip to Washing-
ton, D.C. and toured all
the historic sites in our
nation’s capitol, includ-
ing the White House,
the Library of Congress,
the Air Force Memorial,
the Martin Luther King
Jr. Memorial and the
Supreme Court build-
ing. Many of them also
got to ride the subway
for the first time, as well
as explore numerous art
galleries.
Once the students and

their luggage were
loaded onto the charter
bus they began their
road trip north, making

at least one stop in
South Carolina to get
out and take some pho-
tographs.
On their first day in

Washington they got to
eat breakfast at a huge
mall, which was some-
thing many of them had
never experienced be-
fore. When they made it
to the White House, one
student said, “It didn’t
look like we thought it
would, but it was still
quite beautiful.” She
said she was expecting
it to be a lot bigger.
When they arrived at

the Library of Congress,
they were surprised to
learn that there are no
books in there.
“We learned you need

to go to someone and
ask for them,” the stu-
dent said.
“This was the fourth

trip for me and I’ll tell
you, these young people
did an excellent job,”
said Williams. “We
learned so much and it
was very rewarding.”

HCHS students explore life 
at sea and in the big city
Continued From Page 1A

The students took part in educational
activities and presentations  while ex-
ploring relevant sites such as the Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park in West
Virginia where they witnessed a reenact-
ment of abolitionist John Brown’s raid on
the federal arsenal in this strategically-
located town as he tried to bring an end to
slavery.
* The National Memorials, including

the Korean War Veterans Memorial, Lin-
coln Memorial and Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, where students understood in
a larger historical context how significant
strong leadership is, the courage it re-
quires, and the changes it can bring about
* The American History Museum

where they were introduced to artifacts
and objects that cover the broad spectrum

of America's past, and they examined
leadership in a social, cultural and histor-
ical context.

* The students also enjoyed their guid-
ed tour of the Museum of Natural Histo-
ry, also part of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion.
* The last place the students visited

was the Maryland Science Center in Bal-
timore which offered students the oppor-
tunity and perspective to see the ways
science affects our everyday lives. 
When asked what he particularly en-

joyed about his time with the JrNYLC,
Austin unhesitatingly said he really en-
joyed meeting other students. He still
talks to friends he met from Ohio, Mary-
land, and N.C.

Freedom is Here
By John Whittington 
A minister recently told

me that the leadership  of a
church in which he was
scheduled to speak asked
him not to talk about the
blood, in reference to Christ
or the cross.  Skeptics being
offended by a bloody faith
doesn’t surprise me, but I
was disappointed to hear of a
church trying to sterilize the
Gospel!
The frequency of blood in

the Bible has never bothered
me.  The human race has
been violent and bloody
from time out of mind.  So
God’s interactions with the
human race would also have
to be bloody.  He’s speaking
our language.  
You may not see blood

very often, but trust me, you
carry plenty of the stuff
around every day!  It sustains
and therefore represents life.
When Jesus shed his blood it
was his life being poured out
for us.  The gory picture of
the cross is God’s solution to
the gore of sin and death that

enslaves us all!  Below is a
list of various biblical de-
scriptions of the blood of Je-
sus I’ve discovered in my
studies.  Maybe you have a
few more.  I pray it encour-
ages you today!
• The blood of Jesus is

purposefully poured out
blood (Mark 14:24)
• The blood of Jesus is

covenant blood (Mt. 26:28)
• The blood of Jesus is in-

nocent blood (Mt. 27:4)
• The blood of Jesus is a

man’s blood (Mt. 27:24)
• The blood of Jesus is

God’s blood (Acts 20:28)
• The blood of Jesus is vic-

torious blood (Rev. 12:11)
• The blood of Jesus is pre-

cious blood (1Peter 1:18-19)
• We have forgiveness of

sins by the blood of Christ
(Mt. 26:28, Eph. 1:7)
• We have eternal life by

the blood of Christ (Jn. 6:54)
• We have been bought,

purchased for God  (Acts
20:28, Rev. 5:9)
• We have been justified

by the blood of Christ  (Ro.

5:9)
• We have been sanctified

by the blood of Christ (Heb
13:12)
• We have been redeemed

by the blood of Christ (Eph.
1:7)
• We have been brought

near to God by the blood of
Christ (Eph 2:13)
• We have had our con-

sciences cleansed by the
blood of Christ (Heb. 9:14)
• We have confidence to

enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Christ (Heb.
10:19)
• We have been made holy

by the blood of Christ (Heb.
13:12)
• We have been redeemed

from our empty way of life
(1Pe. 1:18-19)
• We have been purified

by the blood of Christ(1Jn.
1:7)
• We have been freed from

our sins by the blood of
Christ (Rev. 1:5)
• We have overcome Satan

by the blood of Christ  (Rev.
12:11)
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Gotta get, back in time 
Dance Works presented their 19th and fi-

nal dance recital, “Back In Time” on Friday,
May 25, in the Courthouse Annex auditori-
um. The evening took the audience musical-
ly through time with songs like “Alley
Oop”, “Stayin’ Alive”, and “Footloose”. The
Senior High Jazz class wowed the crowd
with a rousing swing dance to “Boogie
Woogie Bugle Boy” with the help of volun-
teer partners Tyler Allen, John Baltazar,
Jeread Bass, Quin Edwards, Tristan Mathis,
Justin Milton, and Josh Smith. Graduating
seniors, Jadyn Lessman and Ashley Peek
each performed a solo. A biography of
“Dance Works” was given throughout the
show, narrated by a friend of the studio,
Ryan Swain.  
Midway through the show, Miss Shannon,

owner of Dance Works, stepped into the
spotlight. She began by thanking the many
people that had helped throughout the year
and with the evening’s performance. Miss
Shannon introduced Dana (Carter) Tidwell,
who was the original owner of Dance Works
and Jadyn Lessman, who was one of Tid-
well’s students presented her with flowers.
Next, she recognized the 28 students who
had earned Perfect Attendance, spanning
from one year to 14 years. All of these stu-
dents received a trophy for their hard work. 
Miss Shannon then recognized the

dancers who had participated in dance for 10
years or more. Cassie Herring, Abby Mick-
ler, & Catherine Moffses received a medal

for completing 10 years of dance. Five stu-
dents had a star added to the ribbons of their
medals symbolizing another year that they
had continued in dance. They were 11 Years:
Lexi Parks, 12 Years: Caitlin Hester, 13
Years: Ali Parks, 14 Years: Brooke Burnam
and Jadyn Lessman.  
Graduating seniors, Ashley Peek and Ja-

dyn Lessman were tearfully introduced next
and given a gift. Six student assistants were
called forward and given a gift in apprecia-
tion for their help through out the year with
the younger dancers. They were Elisia
Beauchamp, Dixie Boston, Morgan Dukes,
Suzanne Heck, Caitlin Hester, Catherine
Moffses, and Lexi Parks. 
The 2011 Competition Team was recog-

nized for their accomplishments and each
received a trophy. Team members were:
Morgan Dukes, Caitlin Hester, Catherine
Moffses, Lexi Parks, and Ali Parks. 
Next, Miss Shannon recognized the stu-

dents who sold the most ads in the 2012
recital program. These students were pre-
sented with a trophy and were featured on
the cover of the evening’s program. This
year’s winners were: 1st Place- Cassi Taylor,
2nd Place- Davanea Melvin, and 3rd Place –
Emilia Salinas. 
A new scholarship was given earlier this

year, in memory of Miss Shannon’s father,
Paul McCook, to Ashley Peek. The scholar-
ship was for a full year of dance lessons.
This scholarship will become an annual gift. 

Nine “special” awards were presented
next. They were: Most Photogenic: Jadyn
Lessman, Most Improved: Morgan Dukes,
Novice Award: Davanea Melvin, Attention
Award: Ashlynn Newsome, Determination
Award: Shelly Norris, Stage Presence
Award: Suzanne Heck, Enthusiasm Award:
Melodi Hernandez, and Ham Award: Hallie
Kate Altman. The most coveted award is
that of Dancer of the Year, who receives a
year of free lessons, a hoodie, and a dance
bag. This year’s recipient was Catherine
Moffses! 
Following a short intermission, the

dancers took to the stage again, with Dance
Moms donning their best groovy attire for
“Can’t Touch This” and the senior high bal-
let class, assisted 
again by gentlemen volunteers portraying

military & firemen and USMC Andy Stor-
mant, giving the audience chill bumps with
a tribute to 9-11. 
As everyone was taking a final bow, Miss

Shannon received a surprise…Tom Alexan-
der, a favorite teacher from Dance Makers
Inc. and friend came on stage to present her
with a key as she starts a new chapter in her
life as the owner of not one but TWO stu-
dios (located in Live Oak & Jasper) to be
known as Danceology. This surprise had
been arranged by one of her students, Caitlin
Hester! 
Miss Shannon would like to thank the

dancers for another exciting year. She ex-

tends heartfelt thanks to the local businesses
and the community at large for the continu-
ing support of all the dancers each year. She
hopes to see many of you back for the 2012-
13 dance year at Danceology, as another ex-
citing recital, “CALENDAR GIRLS” is
planned. Registration will begin in July! 
“Funky” Moms: Heather Beauchamp,

Peggy Boston, Mindy Pulliam, Elena Sali-
nas, Dana Smith, Andrea Weeks, and Aman-
da Wiggins. 
The 2011-12 Dance Works Students were:

Callie Adams, Sarabeth Adams, Hallie Kate
Altman, Gracie Ball, Elisia Beauchamp,
Kailani Beauchamp, Dixie Boston, Seth
Boston, Brooke Burnam, Kassie Carter,
Triston Carter, Seana Corbett, Gracelyn
Cory-Lee, Morgan Dukes, Emma Fordham,
Victoria Franklin, Suzanne Heck, Melodi
Hernandez, Mercedes Hernandez, Cassie
Herring, Caitlin Hester, Jacob Johns, Timmy
Johns, Lily Law, Rachel Law, Jadyn Less-
man, Davanea Melvin, Abby Mickler,
Catherine Moffses, Addie Morgan, Anna
Morgan, Carley Morgan, Mia Muscarella,
Sarah Needham, Ashlynn Newsome, Shelly
Norris, Lexi Parks, Ali Parks, Ashley Peek,
Caroline Pulliam, Corrin Pulliam, Emilia
Salinas, Taylor Smith, Harley Squires,
Gracelynn Steedley, Jonathan Steedley, Bai-
ley Swayze, Bailey Thornbury, Cassi Taylor,
Jenna Tolle, Hailey-Elizabeth Weeks, Cas-
sidy Wiggins, Justice Williams, Hailey Wil-
son, Bella Young, and Ariel Zipperer. 

Alley Oop. As in Heaven.

Blue Suede Shoes.

Can’t Touch This.

Hand Jive.

Have you Forgotten.

Henry VIII.

Hold your Hand.

Hula Hoop.

Rockit.

Stayin’ Alive.

Swingin’ Good Time.

That’s Far Out.

The Bugle Boys.

The Hungarian Dance.  - Photos: Ben Daniel and Tom Moffses

To the Sky.

Visit the Moon.

Yankee Doodle.
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If you have an orthopedic injury, it’s good to know that quality care 
is available right here in Lake City. Lake City Bone and Joint offers 

treatment for a wide range of orthopedic issues. From sports injuries 
to carpel tunnel syndrome to rotator cuff injuries to arthroscopic hip, 
knee and shoulder surgery, Lake City Bone and Joint is ready for you.

To schedule an appointment, call 386-755-9720.

Quality Orthopedic Care.
C L O S E  T O  H O M E .

3140 NW Medical Center Lane, Suite 130, Lake City, FL  32055

Orthopedic Surgeon, Dr. Jeffrey Glenn, is Lake City’s only 
physician fellowship-trained in joint replacement surgery.

w w w . L C B o n e a n d J o i n t . c o m
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 AGENDA
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 Room 112 – Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street
 Jasper, Florida

 MEETING DATE: JUNE 19, 2012
 THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM THE BEGINNING 
 OF THE MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME.  HOWEVER, THE TIME CERTAIN ITEMS LISTED 
 WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE AT THE SPECIFIED TIME.

 LISTED ITEMS   
  1)  COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*)
 2)  CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL 
 3)  FLORIDA LEADERS ORGANIZED FOR WATER (FLOW) 
 4)  DESIGNATION OF CONTACT PERSON FOR VIVA FLORIDA 500
 5)  PCS PHOSPHATE WHITE SPRINGS – FIVE YEAR REVIEW
 6)  WHITE SPRINGS LIBRARY PROJECT
 7)  APPROVE BILLS 
 8)  CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 9)  ADJOURN 

 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS
 6:00 P.M. – CALL TO ORDER – INVOCATION – PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 6:05 P.M. – 2010 CDBG PROGRAM
 6:10 P.M. - COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT
 6:15 P.M. - LAND USE AND SHIP PROGRAM UPDATES AND REQUESTS
 6:20 P.M. – ELLIS WRIGHT – PAVING OF 38TH TERRACE 
 6:25 P.M. – SUWANNEE RIVER REGIONAL LIBRARY – BETTY LAWRENCE – RESUBMITTAL OF 
 WHITE SPRINGS PUBLIC LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION GRANT APPLICATION FOR FY 2013
 6:30 P.M. – FIRST PUBLIC HEARING – AMENDMENT TO LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
 – LDR 11-1 - CEMETERY REGULATIONS (Hamilton County Planning & Zoning Board)
 6:35 P.M. - INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT - HAMILTON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD – USE OF 
 BUILDING 10 AT COURTHOUSE ANNEX (F/K/A HAMILTON CO HIGH SCHOOL) FOR AN 
 EMERGENCY SHELTER
 DUE TO PUBLICATION DEADLINE, THIS AGENDA MAY NOT CONTAIN ALL MATTERS BEFORE 
 THE BOARD.  A COMPLETE COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M ON 
 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 2012, FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, 
 COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA.
 Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the subject 
 matter of their appearance before the Board not later than Tuesday prior to the Board Meeting 
 the following Tuesday.
 (*) NOTICE:  Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners, 
 not having given notice in time to be included and shown on the Agenda, and desiring to make a 
 presentation, will be limited to five (5) minutes, in the interest of meeting time. The Board of 
 County Commissioners will hear and listen to persons appearing whose subject has not been 
 shown on the agenda; however, action by the Board on any such matter can only be taken upon 
 determination of an emergency situation.  Any identifiable group of three (3) persons or more 
 shall be limited to a total of ten (10) minutes per topic.
 In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person decides 
 to appeal any decision made by the Board, agency or commission, with respect to proceedings 
 and that, for such purpose, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings 
 is made, which record includes testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.
 NOTIFICATION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, 
 PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMODATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT 
 THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, ROOM 106, 207 
 NORTHEAST FIRST STREET, JASPER, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER 
 THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS. IF HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD (386) 792-0857.
 NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, JULY 3, 2012 AT 9:00 A.M.

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 CONSENT AGENDA
 June 19, 2012

 1)  MINUTES – APPROVE: 
 A)  June 5, 2012 – Regular Meeting
 1)  COUNTY DEPARTMENT HEADS – INFORMATION ITEMS:
 1)  APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING INVOICE FROM THE SCRUGGS 
      COMPANY AT THE RECOMMENDATION OF NORTH FLORIDA PROFESSIONAL 

 SERVICES:
 A) Invoice No. 3 – SW 61 st  Way - $10,077.77
 B) Retainage Release – SW 61 st  Way - $24,473.00
 1)  APPROVE FOR CHAIRMAN TO SIGN A SUPPORT LETTER FOR SUWANNEE RIVER 
 ECONOMIC COUNCIL REGARDING THEIR PROPOSAL TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT FOR THE 
 FUNDING FOR ITS  HOUSING PRESERVATION GRANT PROGRAM  745215

 TOWN OF JENNINGS
 FAIR HOUSING NOTICE

 It is the policy of the Town Council of the Town of Jennings to 
 promote, through fair, orderly and lawful procedure the 
 opportunity for each person so desiring to obtain housing of 
 such person’ s choice in the town without regard to race, 
 religion, color, ancestry, national origin, sex, familial status, 
 marital status, handicap or age, and that, to that end, to 
 prohibit discrimination in housing by any person.
 The Town Manager is authorized to implement the Town’ s fair 
 housing policy, as contained in Ordinance Number 90-2, as 
 may be amended, in accordance with state and federal laws. 
 This ordinance is available for public inspection at the Office of 
 Town Clerk, Jennings Town Hall, 1199 Hamilton Avenue, 
 Jennings, Florida 32053, during normal business hours 
 Monday - Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 A written complaint of any local fair housing discrimination 
 should be made to the town Manager, P.O. Box 209, Jennings, 
 Florida 32053. The written complaint must be received within 
 60 days of the alleged occurrence. An investigation will be 
 conducted within 30 days of receipt of the complaint and a 
 determination of probable cause will be generated. If there is 
 cause to believe discrimination took place, the Town Manager 
 will attempt to conciliate the parties.
 Any aggrieved person may also file a complaint of a fair 
 housing discrimination act with the following State and/or 
 Federal agencies:

 Florida Commission on Human Relations
 325 John Knox Road, Bldg F., Suite 240

 Tallahassee, FL 32303-4149
 Toll-Free Telephone: 1-800-342-8170

 or
 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

 451 Seventh Street, S.W.
 Washington, D.C. 20410

 Toll-Free Telephone: 1-800-424-8590
 For further information, or to register a fair housing/affirmative 
 action/equal employment opportunity/Section 504 complaint, 
 please contact Mr. Billy Snipes, Town Manager, at 386-938-
 4131, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
 The Town of Jennings is a Fair Housing, Handicap Accessible, 
 Equal Employment Opportunity Jurisdiction

 747243

Ashley Peek, graduating senior. Catherine Moffses, dancer of the year.

Jadyn Lessman, graduating senior. Seth Boston.

Surprise! We’ll Never Forget. - Photos: Ben Daniel and Tom
Moffses
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