
By Jeffry Boatright
jeffry.boatright@gaflnews.com

Operation Gateway 2012, a collab-
orative effort between multiple
North Florida law enforcement agen-
cies, resulted in 20 drug-related ar-
rests, according to a press release
from the Columbia County Sheriff’s
Office.
The press release stated that Gov-

ernor Rick Scott created seven Re-
gional Drug Enforcement Strike
Forces as part of Florida’s Pill Mill

initiative
to combat
the grow-
ing pre-
scription
med i c a -
tion abuse

in Florida.
Operation Gateway 2012 was con-

ducted from March 21 through
March 23 and focused on interstate
corridors in North Florida. Accord-
ing to the CCSO, passenger bus ser-
vices were a focus of the operation.
Law enforcement agencies, including
CCSO, Hamilton County Sheriff’s
Office, Suwannee County Sheriff’s
Office, FDLE and FHP contributed to
the campaign.
As a result of their efforts, five

handguns, two of which were stolen,
were seized. Also seized was 48
pounds of marijuana, 12 grams of
synthetic marijuana, one gram of co-
caine, nine grams of methampheta-
mine, 116 grams of Psilocybin (mush-

Visitors invited  to  
educational exhibits
and  demonstrations on
America’s farming 
history at Stephen 
Foster Fo lk  Culture
Center State  Park  

WHITE SPRINGS –
The Florida Department
of Environmental Pro-
tection’s Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center
State Park will host the
24th Annual Antique
Tractor and Engine
Show on April 5, 6 and
7, 2012. Antique trac-
tors and farming equip-

ment reflecting 200
years of rural American
history will be on dis-
play.

SEE GATEWAY, PAGE 10A

SEE ANTIQUE, PAGE 2A
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Dollar General Store in
White Springs was robbed at gun-
point on March 27 at about 9:15
p.m., according to the White
Springs Police Department.
The investigation revealed that

an unknown black male robbed

two clerks and one customer of an
undetermined amount of money
and then fled the area in an un-
known direction by unknown
means, reports show.
White Springs P.D. reported

that the suspect is described as a
younger black male approximate-
ly 6’2”-6’3” weighing about 230
pounds.

Richard Marshall said he was
awakened late that night by his
daughter who told him the police
were outside in the yard. When he
investigated he saw nearly a
dozen flashing lights and heard
bloodhounds in the area. Police
Chief Ken Brookins was on scene,
Marshall stated, and told him the
Dollar General had just been

By Joyce Marie Taylor
Love’s Travel Stop is sched-

uled to open August 23, 2012, ac-
cording to Love’s project manag-
er and Susan Ramsey of Hamil-
ton County’s Economic Develop-

ment Authority.
W.H. Bass, Inc. out of Atlanta

is the general contractor for the
project, which has been a long
time in coming. No doubt you
have seen all the land clearing

and construction that’s been go-
ing on at the junction of US 129
and Interstate 75 for the past sev-
eral months. Plans are to have an
Arby’s Restaurant inside the fa-
cility, according to Ramsey.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

White Springs Town
Manager Robert
Townsend was placed

on paid
adminis-
trative
leave
Wednes-
day,
March 28,
during an
emergency

town hall meeting after
town officials were ad-

vised that Townsend
may be under investiga-
tion by the Florida De-
partment of Law En-
forcement.
FDLE Public Informa-

tion Officer Keith
Kameg said by tele-
phone on Tuesday,
April 3 that the FDLE
had received a com-
plaint and they were re-
viewing it to see if it
warrants a criminal in-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A special referendum election will be held in
Hamilton County on Tuesday, April 10 asking voters
to approve or reject a slot machine wagering license.

All Hamilton County registered voters are eligible to
vote. 
Early voting began March 31 and ends today,

April 5 at 5 p.m. at the supervisor of elections office
in the courthouse annex. Absentee voting is avail-
able on request by calling 386-792-1426.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Two Jasper men were apprehended af-
ter a joint police pursuit last Friday
morning, March 31, according to the
Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office.
Reports show that Javon Rashad Bell,

23, 1166 S.W. 3rd St., Jasper, and Pierre
Stephone Chatman, 27, 1107 N.W. 1st St.,
Jasper, who are both convicted felons,
led law enforcement officers on a chase
through Jasper after a BOLO (Be on the
look-out) was issued at 10:51 a.m. for a
white vehicle occupied by two black

males who were possibly armed with
several weapons. Bell was the driver of
the vehicle, which was later identified as
a 1998 four-door Infiniti and Chatman
was the front seat passenger.
An HCSO deputy, after spotting Bell’s

vehicle, came up from behind and
turned on his blue lights, but Bell re-
fused to stop. After the deputy activated
the siren, Bell sped off at a high rate of
speed winding through several streets
while multiple law enforcement officers
from HCSO and the Jasper Police De-

Submitted
Membership of the

governing board for the
proposed South Hamil-
ton Elementary Charter
School has been an-
nounced by the charter's
organization committee
spokesperson Cathy
Fender.
Community leaders of

the governing board in-
clude Fred D. Greene,
Waylon Bush, Mattie
Fouraker, Charles Gra-
ham, Shauna Adams-
Farries, Rhett Bullard
and White Springs May-
or Helen Miller. Larry
Ogburn will serve as li-
aison for SHE Charter
Physical Plant and

Miller will serve as liai-
son to the White Springs
Town Council. The
town of White Springs,
a municipal corpora-
tion, will hold the char-
ter for the SHE Charter
School.
The governing board

is the entity legally re-
sponsible for the opera-
tion and continuing
oversight of the school.
The governing board
authorizes payments,
hires, enters into con-
tracts with the Hamilton
County School District
and other entities, ap-
plies for grants and oth-

Slots referendum is Tuesday

WS Dollar General robbed at gunpoint
Money taken from two clerks, one customer 

A police cruiser sits outside the Dollar General in White Springs
March 27 after the store was robbed at gunpoint. - Courtesy photo 

Love’s Travel Stop coming soon

Construction is moving along for the new Love’s Travel Stop in Hamilton County along US 129 and I-75. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

WS town manager
placed on paid
administrative leave
FDLE: Agency received complaint,
will see if it warrants an investigation

Proposed charter school
governing board announced 

High speed pursuit ends in two arrests
Duo jump from car, which then crashes into mobile home 

Townsend

Bell

Chatman

Gateway Task Force nets 20 arrests Antique Tractor
Show this weekend

“This was 
something that
the Sheriff’s 

Association, in
conjunction with
the Governor’s 

office, initiated to
crack down on

the pill mill prob-
lem in the state
of Florida. I was

president of 
the Sheriff’s 

Association when
this came about,”
- Hamilton County Sheriff

J. Harrell Reid

SEE DOLLAR GENERAL, PAGE 2A

SEE HIGH, PAGE 2A

SEE TOWN MANAGER,
PAGE 2A

SEE PROPOSED, PAGE 2A
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The date for the special referendum election
is April 10, 2012, not May 10, 2012 as published
on the front page of the March 29 Jasper News.  

CORRECTION
By Joyce Marie  Taylor

Hamilton and
Lafayette counties are
the latest in Florida to
join the nationwide
Smart911 Network.
Smart911 is a national
safety database that
was instituted to im-
prove 911 services for
citizens. It is a free ser-
vice available to all citi-
zens and is 100 percent
private and secure, ac-
cording to a press re-
lease from Rave Mobile
Safety.

Smart911 allows citi-
zens to create a safety
profile of vital personal
and household informa-
tion that can include all
household members,
their photos, medica-
tions and medical con-
ditions, as well as infor-
mation on their pets,
which will be displayed
immediately to 911 op-
erators when emer-
gency calls are placed.

JaeMi Pennington,
public relations contact
for Davies Murphy
Group, stated there is a
little known fact about
911.

“If a person calls 911
and cannot speak or
communicate with the
operator because they
are having an allergic
reaction to something,
it is standard practice
for 911 to dispatch a po-
lice car, low priority, to
stop by the house, if the
officer has time. But
what if the person is in
critical condition and in
need of an ambulance,”
Pennington asked. “Liv-

ing in rural areas neces-
sitates accuracy, since
time is very much a fac-
tor. Smart911 can help
with these issues.”

In today’s digital
world, and because
folks are trying to cut
costs, many have given
up their landline tele-
phone and opted to rely
on a cell phone for
telecommunications.
One big drawback,
however, is that cell
phones, depending on
your service provider
and your location, will
not show your home
address and it won’t be
visible to the emer-
gency operator. At best,
a cell phone may give
your latitude and longi-
tude, but it doesn’t
make it easy to find an
actual physical address,
especially in rural ar-
eas. 

If your information is
in the Smart911 data-
base, however, first re-
sponders will have easy
access to pertinent and
critical life-saving data
if you ever require
emergency services.

“This system is an ad-
vantage to people, espe-
cially in small, rural
counties because it will
help locate them when
they need police, fire or
rescue services in an
emergency,” Hamilton
County Sheriff J. Har-
rell Reid said.

Reid also stated they
received a grant to put
the software into place
in Hamilton County
and it is a service to the
public. The HCSO dis-

patch center covers a
wide area that includes
the city of Jasper and
the towns of Jennings
and White Springs and
they receive over 10,000
calls a year.

“It is important for
folks to get their infor-
mation into the system,
so that we can respond
quicker to emergen-
cies,” Reid said.

Lt. Lonny Hempstead
from the Lafayette
County Sheriff’s Office
said, “It looks like it’s
going to be a good
thing.”

Hempstead said that
often when someone
calls 911 from their cell
phone the call may get
mis-routed to an adja-
cent county depending
on where the closest
cell tower is. If the
caller’s information is
entered into the
Smart911 system, how-
ever, then their infor-
mation will come up on
the dispatcher’s screen
and will avoid delays in
responding to an emer-
gency.

In Lafayette County
the Public Safety Office
is responsible for emer-
gency management, 911
addressing and map-
ping, management of
the industrial park and
they act as liaison be-
tween the county com-
missioners and the vol-
unteer fire department.
They also work closely
with the sheriff’s office
dispatch, which serves
as the Public Safety An-
swering Point, whose
responsibilities include

dispatching law en-
forcement and emer-
gency medical services.

Lafayette 911 covers
about 549 square miles
and serves 8,500 citi-
zens. In fiscal year
2010-11 they received
over 5,000 911 calls.

You can create your
own safety profile by
logging on to
www.Smart911.com
and entering your infor-
mation. At this time, in-
formation can only be
entered via the Internet.
If you don’t have Inter-
net access at home, you
can log on at your local
library and enter your
information. 

An added benefit to
Smart911 is that it is a
nationwide program
and it can travel with
you wherever you go. If
you call 911 from your
cell phone from any-
where in the country
where Smart911 is uti-
lized, your profile will
be available to the call
taker. Currently
Smart911 is being used
in over 20 states and is
protecting over 5 mil-
lion citizens nation-
wide.

Smart911 was devel-
oped by Rave Mobile
Safety, headquartered
in Framingham, Mass.

President and CEO of
Rave Mobile Safety
Tom Axbey stated,
“Smart911 adoption
continues to grow
rapidly. Municipalities
are realizing how citi-
zen information can
dramatically improve
emergency outcomes.”

vestigation. Kameg
wouldn’t elaborate fur-
ther. 

While the emergency
meeting wasn’t adver-
tised in the newspaper,
it was advertised at the
White Springs Fire De-
partment and White
Springs Town Hall. 

White Springs Mayor
Helen Miller stated that
she received notifica-
tion from White Springs
Police Chief Ken
Brookins just before
lunchtime on March 28
of the incident.

Miller said she imme-
diately called for an
emergency town coun-
cil meeting at 4 p.m.
that same day.

All five council mem-
bers, Richard Marshall,
Tonja Brown, Dennis
Price, Vice-Mayor Wal-
ter McKenzie and May-
or Helen Miller were
present at the meeting,
as well as Attorney
Fred Koberlein, Chief

Brookins and Shirley
Heath, town clerk. The
board agreed to place
Townsend on paid ad-
ministrative leave pend-
ing outcome of the
FDLE matter. The board
also agreed to appoint
town clerk Shirley
Heath as interim town
manager.

“Townsend enjoys the
presumption of inno-
cence,” said Miller.
“Yet, the investigation
affects the reputation of
the town. The prudent
thing to do was to place
Mr. Townsend on ad-
ministrative leave with
pay.”

Miller also stated that
Townsend holds the
water and sewer license
for the town, so during
this interim they will be
contracting with anoth-
er entity and will be us-
ing that license instead
of Townsend’s.

Townsend declined
comment when contact-
ed by phone on Tues-
day, April 3.

WS town manager
placed on paid
administrative leave
Continued From Page 1A

er funding, and is re-
sponsible for compli-
ance with charter school
laws and requirements.

The mission of the
SHE Charter School will
be "to provide a solid
academic foundation
for students on which
they may build success-
ful futures in a wide va-
riety of professional and
technical careers. SHE
Charter School will seek
to develop an equal
partnership among par-
ents and students,
teachers and adminis-
trators/staff, and com-
munity to create a safe,
caring, innovative and
progressive learning en-
vironment. SHE Charter
School will incorporate
best research-based
practices in education to
meet the needs of its

student population and
become a model of edu-
cational excellence."

"We will soon be ask-
ing the Hamilton Coun-
ty School Board to ap-
prove our charter appli-
cation. Our Governing
Board includes a former
superintendent, princi-
pal and finance director,
teachers, grant writers,
parents, and an attor-
ney," both Greene and
Bush stated.

Bush summarized by
stating, "Our plans for
SHE Charter School are
based on operating the
school in the same
school buildings, with
essentially the same in-
structional staff, teach-
ing the same curricu-
lum, with an experi-
enced, caring and dedi-
cated governing board
providing direction and
oversight.”

Proposed charter
school governing
board announced 
Continued From Page 1A

robbed and that the trail
had run cold at the end
of the street.

Marshall said this is
the third time something
like this has taken place
in his town. 

“I hate to imagine
what will happen next,”
Marshall said. “The lack
of concern for the law
and the safety of our cit-
izens lets me know that
we need to get this per-
son off our streets.”

A similar robbery oc-
curred in Live Oak. Two

unknown black males
reportedly robbed the
Family Dollar there at
gunpoint on Monday,
April 2 shortly after the
store opened. The two
forced five customers to
the back of the store and
robbed one employee. It
is not clear if the two are
related. 

The investigation is
ongoing at this time.
Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the
Hamilton County Crime
Stoppers at 386-792-8477
or Officer Jason Golub at
386-397-2222.

WS Dollar General
robbed at gunpoint
Continued From Page 1A

partment were in pur-
suit, reports state.

Bell then turned into
Lumpkin Trailer Park at
898 S.W. 6th St. and he
and Chatman jumped
out of the vehicle and
fled on foot into the
woods. The vehicle,
which was still running,
crashed into a mobile
home where it came to
final rest, officials said.

Canine units from
Hamilton Correctional
Institution, in coordina-
tion with the canine
unit from Suwannee
Correctional Institution
assisted HCSO in track-
ing and capturing the
two suspects. Chatman
was found hiding be-
hind a tree and Bell was
tracked for about a
quarter mile before he
was discovered hiding
in a creek bed sub-
merged in the mud and
water. It took less than
an hour for both sus-
pects to be placed under
arrest and transported
to Hamilton County Jail
where they were
booked on several

charges each, reports
show.

Bell and Chatman are
subjects of an ongoing
investigation by the
Hamilton County Drug
Task Force and the
United States Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms (ATF). The
Drug Task Force, who
arrived on scene, ad-
vised that the two sus-
pects are known to fre-
quent high crime areas,
deal in illegal drugs,
and possess and deal in
firearms.

An inventory search
of the vehicle revealed a
fired .223 cartridge in
plain sight on the pas-
senger side floorboard,
as well as a green and
white shoe that
matched the one that
one of the suspects was
wearing when he was
apprehended. A small
potato chip can was also
found on the center con-
sole that contained
field-tested-positive
crack cocaine, reports
state. 

Other ongoing inves-
tigations show that on
Jan. 1, 2012, both Bell

and Chatman were ob-
served firing guns in
public near Lee’s Place
in Jasper. Bell had stat-
ed previously that his
weapons were seized by
law enforcement, but a
recent video shows Bell
in possession of a
loaded .45 caliber hand-
gun, according to arrest
reports.

Chatman was charged
with resisting arrest,
possession of cocaine
and drug paraphernalia,
and possession of a
weapon or ammo by a
convicted felon. He was
booked into Hamilton
County Jail on a $10,000
bond. He bonded out
the next day.

Bell was charged with
violation of a restricted
license which requires a
licensed 21-year-old in
the vehicle, reckless dri-
ving resulting in prop-
erty damage, resisting
arrest, fleeing and elud-
ing a police officer with
disregard of safety to
persons or property,
possession of cocaine
and drug paraphernalia,
and possession of a
weapon or ammo by a

convicted felon. Bell is
being held without
bond due to a federal
indictment pending fed-
eral firearms violations.
Estimated damage to
the vehicle and the mo-
bile home is $12,000.

“Great job by K-9 Tur-
bo and our K-9 handlers
from Hamilton and
Suwannee Correctional
Institutions in locating
these suspects,” said
Hamilton CI Warden
John Palmer. “The work
performed by these
brave men and women,
who place their lives on
the line each day, is be-
yond measure in terms
of positive impact on
the local community.”

The Hamilton Work
Camp K-9 team consist-
ed of Lt. G. Sikes, Lt. L.
Williams, Sgt. W.
Billingsley, Officer J.
Turner and Officer J.
Tolle; and Lt. Hamlin,
Sgt. Hamm, Officer
Carter and Officer Burn-
ham from Suwannee
Correctional Institution,
accompanied by Chief
McGuire of the Jasper
P.D., along with other
members of HCSO.

High speed pursuit ends in two arrests
Continued From Page 1A

Demonstrating the
craftsmanship and
durability of American
farm machinery, the
show’s participants will
operate working equip-
ment and compete in
tractor races. Visitors
will be able to watch
demonstrations of
wheat threshing, shin-
gle milling, corn grind-
ing and unusual en-
gines for everyday pur-
poses. Exhibits will in-
clude collections of fly-
wheels, hit and miss
engines, water pumps,
vintage pedal tractors,
antique cars and farm
equipment.

Competitions for
adults will include trac-

tor pulls, barrel races
and a blind race. Chil-
dren can participate in
pedal-powered tractor
races, an old-fashioned
game of needle-in-a-
haystack or a rooster-
crowing contest. 

Food concessions will
include root beer floats,
hamburgers and hot
dogs, barbecue and ket-
tle corn. On Saturday
afternoon, an antique
tractor parade will fea-
ture everything from
customized lawn trac-
tors to restored farm
machinery. Admission
to the public is $5 per
vehicle with up to eight
passengers. For more
information, call (877)
635-3655 or visit
www.FloridaS-

tateParks.org/stephen-
foster.

The Craft Square will
be offering a series of 4
mini-workshops on
April 6 and April 7 dur-
ing the Tractor Show!

* Darrel Akers will be
teaching Paper Making
on both April 6 and 7.

Times are 11 a.m. – 1
p.m. and 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Cost is $5.

* Jackie Kelley will be
teaching Rag Doll Mak-
ing from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. and again at 1:30
to 2:30 p.m. The cost is
$5. She will also teach
how to make

* Corn Husk Flowers
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. and again at 3 to 4
p.m. The cost is $3.
Both classes are avail-

able on April 6 and 7,
2012.

* The pottery ladies,
Diane Hornby, Sherryl
Huseonica, and Alyson
Dal Ponte, will conduct
Play in the Clay classes
on both days. The times
are 11 a.m. to 12 p.m., 1
to 2 p.m. and 2 to 3
p.m. The fee is $5.

* Lei lani Davis will
teach an Herbal Vine-
gar class at 11 a.m. on
April 7. The cost is $5.

This event will take
place: April 5, 6 and 7,
2012, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.,
Stephen Foster Folk
Culture Center State
Park. Located on US 41,
three miles from I-75
and nine miles from I-
10 White Springs, Flori-
da.

Antique Tractor Show this weekend
Continued From Page 1A

Smart911 available here
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The Suwannee River League of Cities (SRLC) cov-
ers a 10 county service area with a potential for 28
member cities. This growing, active organization
works closely with, and is supported by, the Florida
League of Cities in representing the interests of
Suwannee River’s municipalities to the Florida Leg-
islature, Governor’s Office and state agencies. Staff
support for the League is provided by the John Scott
Dailey Florida Institute of Government. Membership
is based in the counties of Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist,
Hamilton, Lafayette, Levy, Madison, Suwannee,
Taylor and Union.  

Somewhere between 100 -150 people from all over
the SRLC region will be in attendance and this meet-
ing will give us an excellent opportunity to showcase
our town and our area attractions.  This meeting is
usually hosted by larger cities but White Springs de-
cided to step up and host this group with the coop-
eration of the Stephen Foster State Park.  A tour of
the Town and the park will be available to members
and invited guests prior to the evening business

732430

 REWARD
 Stolen Red Yamaha Rhino
 $1000  Reward for Return

 offered by owner 
 407-247-1256

 Additional Reward may be offered from 
 Crime Stoppers 386-792-8477

 734971

Easter Sunrise Service 
in White Springs

An inspirational pro-
gram of devotional and
song will be the feature
of the 45th Annual East-
er Sunrise Service on
Sunday, April 8, 2012 at
Stephen Foster Folk Cul-
ture Center State Park,
White Springs, Florida,
beginning at 6:45 a.m

The gates of the park
will open at 6:15 a.m.,
carillon concert begins
at 6:45 a.m and Sunrise
Service commences at 7
a.m.  

Limited seating is

available, however, au-
dience is encouraged to
bring folding chairs.
This spring time event is
held on the East lawn of

the Foster Center's caril-
lon tower.  Admission to
the park is free. Refresh-
ments will be served fol-
lowing the service.

Good Friday Community Service 
The Hamilton County Ministerial Alliance would like to invite you to a

Good Friday Community Service April 6 at First Presbyterian at 7 p.m. Come
worship our Lord and remember his sacrifice.

White Springs Couponers Have Huge 
Success in their First Monthly Gathering 
By Heather M. Futch, 4-H/ FCS Agent
Hamilton County 

On Thursday, March 29, 2012, we
had a wonderful turnout for our first
White Springs Couponers meeting.
There were approximately 15 atten-
dees who each contributed their own
thoughts and experiences to the dis-
cussion of the easiest and best ways to
use coupons in your shopping experi-
ences. Tracy Woodard, White Springs
Library Manager, led an expedition
with the older kids to look for ruins of
the old hotel that was behind the li-
brary many years ago. Kids found
bricks and coal left in the surrounding

grounds. The kids involved in these
activities were very excited about their
finds.  Library Aides, Marlene and
Cathy, worked with the smaller chil-
dren and read stories about bugs, went
outside to look for some, and drew
pictures of the ones they found.  This
made for a very good community
gathering and spring break adventure.

For more information about this or
any other Extension program, contact
Hamilton County Extension office at
(386)792-1276 or for information about
White Springs Library programs, con-
tact White Springs Public Library at
(386)397-1389. The University of Flori-
da is an equal opportunity institution.

White Springs High School Reunion
The White Springs

High School Homecom-
ing is scheduled for Sat-
urday, April 14. Home-
coming activities are
planned for all who at-
tended (not necessarily
graduated) White

Springs High School,
along with any former
teachers, principals and
superintendents. 

The school cafeteria
will be open from 10:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. with a bar-
becue lunch served at 12

p.m. Cost is $12.50 per
person.

Mail registration to:
Irene Morgan, 9644 SE
154th Ave., White
Springs, FL 32096.

Any questions, call:
386-397-2453.

meeting and meal.  White Springs membership in the
SRLC has been a very valuable resource for our town
and this opportunity to put our best foot forward
will certainly result in future benefits for our town.

Another example of the world coming to White
Springs is the 24th Annual Antique Tractor and En-
gine Show on April 5, 6 and 7, 2012. Antique tractors
and farming equipment reflecting 200 years of rural
American history will be on display.  Merri and I
have been to practically every one of these tractor
and engine shows and we have many photos of us
and our family members sitting on some of the old
tractors.  I love looking at some of the old tools and
farm implements and guessing what they were used
for.    There will be a ton of stuff to look at and visi-
tors will be able to watch demonstrations of wheat
threshing, shingle milling, corn grinding and unusu-
al engines for everyday purposes.  For instance,
gasoline powered washing machines show how we
got by before we had electricity. Food concessions
will include root beer floats, hamburgers and hot
dogs, barbecue and kettle corn. On Saturday after-
noon, an antique tractor parade will feature every-
thing from customized lawn tractors to restored farm
machinery.  This is a wonderful family event and
everyone, young and old, will find it to be a very en-
joyable outing.   Competitions for adults will include
tractor pulls, barrel races and a blind race. Children
can participate in pedal-powered tractor races, an
old-fashioned game of needle-in-a-haystack or a

You’ve heard me
say it before and
I’ll say it again.

The world is coming to
White Springs!  This time
“the world” is in the
form of the Suwannee
River League of Cities
and they will be here on
Thursday, April 12.

rooster-crowing contest.  It is affordable too!  Ad-
mission to the public is $5 per vehicle with up to
eight passengers.

The Craft Square will be offering a series of 4 mini-
workshops on April 6th and April 7th during the
Tractor Show.  

Darrel Akers will be teaching Paper Making on
both April 6th and 7th.  Times are 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
and 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Cost is $5.00. 

Jackie Kelley will be teaching Rag Doll Making
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. and again at 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
The cost is $5.00. She will also teach how to make
Corn Husk Flowers from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and
again at 3 to 4 p.m. The cost is $3.00. Both classes are
available on April 6th and 7th, 2012. 

The pottery ladies, Diane Hornby, Sherryl
Huseonica, and Alyson Dal Ponte, will conduct Play
in the Clay classes on both days. The times are 11
a.m. to 12 p.m., 1 to 2 p.m. and 2 to 3 p.m. The fee is
$5.00.

Lei Lani Davis will teach an Herbal Vinegar class
at 11 am on April 7th. The cost is $5.00.

Once again, suffice it to say that there is a lot going
on in our town!  I hope to see you out and about en-
joying life in White Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056
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OPINIONS/GUEST COMMENTARY

Public misunderstanding, ignorance
and possibly contempt for liberty play
into the hands of people who want to
control our lives. Responses to my re-
cent column "Compliant Americans"
brought this home to me. In it, I ar-
gued that the anti-tobacco movement
became the template and inspiration
for other forms of government intru-
sion, such as bans on restaurants serv-
ing foie gras, McDonald's giving Hap-
py Meals with toys, and confiscating a
child's home-prepared lunch because
it didn't meet Department of Agricul-
ture guidelines. A few responses read
like this: "Smoking is different be-
cause that actually affects other peo-
ple. We should be living by the notion
that you should be able to do whatev-
er you want as long as you don't hurt
other people. Smoking hurts other
people."

If we banned or restricted all activi-
ties that affect, harm or have the pos-
sibility of harming other people, it
wouldn't be a very nice life. Let's look
at what can affect or harm other peo-
ple. Non-obese people are harmed by
obesity, as they have to pay more for
health care,  through either higher
taxes or higher insurance premiums.

That harm could
be reduced by a
national version
of a measure in-
troduced in the
Mississippi Leg-
islature in 2008
by state Rep.
W.T. Mayhall
that in part read,
"An act to pro-
hibit certain food establishments from
serving food to any person who is
obese, based on criteria prescribed by
the state Department of Health." The
measure would have revoked licenses
of food establishments that violated
the provisions of the act. Fortunately,
the measure never passed, but there's
always a next time.

The National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration reported that in
2010, nearly 33,000 people were killed
in auto crashes. That's a lot of harm
that could be reduced by lowering the
speed limit to 5 or 10 miles an hour.
You say, "Williams, that's ridiculous!"
What you really mean to say but
don't have the courage to is that to
save all of those lives by making the
speed limit 5 or 10 miles per hour is

not worth the in-
convenience.
Needless to say --
or almost so --
there are many
activities we en-
gage in that either
cause harm to
others or have the
potential for do-
ing so, but we

don't ban all of these activities.
One of the least-understood func-

tions of private property rights is that
of determining who may harm whom
in what ways. In a free society, it is
presumed that the air in a person's
house, restaurant, hotel, car or place
of business is his property. That
means that if you own a restaurant
and don't want your air polluted by
tobacco smoke, it is your right. Most
would deem it tyranny if a bunch of
smokers had the political power to
get the city council to pass an ordi-
nance forcing you to permit smoking.
You'd probably deem it more respect-
ful of liberty if those who wanted to
smoke sought a restaurant owner
who permitted smoking. The identical
argument can be made about a restau-

rant owner who permits smoking in a
city where nonsmokers have the polit-
ical power. The issue is not whether
smoking harms others. The issue is
the rights associated with property
ownership.

The emerging tragedy is our in-
creased willingness to use the coer-
cive powers of government, in the
name of health or some other ruse, to
forcibly impose our preferences upon
others. In the whole scheme of things,
the tobacco issue itself is trivial. Far
more important is its template for
massive government disrespect for
private property.

John Adams said, "The moment the
idea is admitted into society that
property is not as sacred as the laws
of God, and that there is not a force of
law and public justice to protect it, an-
archy and tyranny commence."

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason 

University. To find  out more about
Walter E. Williams and read  features

by other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Creators

Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

Dupes for the state
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $300 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup

 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396  NOTICE
 TEMPORARY ROAD 

 CLOSURE
 COUNTY ROAD 6 WILL BE CLOSED 
 BETWEEN COUNTY ROAD 135 

 (WOODPECKER ROUTE) AND NE 36TH 
 DRIVE FROM MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012 
 UNTIL MONDAY, MAY 7, 2012. THE 

 HAMILTON COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT 
 WILL BE REPLACING TWO (2) BRIDGES 

 WITH NEW PIPE CULVERTS. DURING THIS 
 TIME TRAFFIC WILL BE DETOURED ONTO 

 LOCAL UNPAVED (DIRT) ROADS. 
 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT 
 THE HAMILTON COUNTY COORDINATOR’S 

 OFFICE AT (386) 792-6639.
 733137

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 729866

 Lost Female Chihuahua
 in the Roma Road area
  in Jasper, FL. Answers 

 to Honey. Honey colored 
 with some white. 

 Call 386-792-3434  729
483

Price includes fabric & labor. 
More than 300 fabrics to select from!

Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
new padding added to entire piece.

New cushion foam is extra if needed.
NO Seconds • NO Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

1-850-973-6006 OR 1-850-973-4667

“I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

734098awv

2 Chairs
$40000

or
Sofa & Chair

$42900
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Only legitimate Quarter Horse racing can fulfill 
Hamilton Downs' slot machine job creation promises

Quarter Horse racing
versus  the contrived
“pari-mutuel barrel rac-
ing,” a minimum of 800
more jobs would be
available.  The truth is
available in documented
real numbers—not
promises or projections.

Heretofore, Florida
has allowed slot ma-
chines only at facilities
that hold live racing,
which traditionally em-
ploys thousands of peo-
ple.  Last year, over 800
workers were licensed at
Hialeah Park, at which
legitimate Quarter Horse
racing drew a daily aver-
age of 4,100 people, who
wagered an average of
over $200,000 per
day. Nearly $4 million in
prize money was paid to
competitors—all with-
out the “help” of slot
machines, poker or other
predatory forms of gam-
bling.  In direct competi-
tion, legitimate Quarter
Horse racing out-earned
Gretna Racing LLC’s
self-styled “pari-mutuel
barrel racing” by over 99
percent.  Even worse,
during December and
January, Gretna “pari-
mutuel barrel racing”
paid the State of Florida
only $19.64 in daily pari-
mutuel tax payments.

Last year, Florida’s Di-
vision of Pari-Mutuel
Wagering played a cruel
trick on the people of
Gretna by enabling a
rodeo event to be consid-
ered as a horse
race.  Ironically, “pari-
mutuel barrel racing,”
which is not even real
barrel racing, is cleverly
and purposefully de-
signed to actually elimi-
nate jobs that would nor-

mally be created by legit-
imate horse racing.   The
record books will show
that Gretna’s “pari-
mutuel barrel racing”
can be conducted with as
few as 36 horses for the
entire “meet,” whereas
legitimate horse racing
at Hialeah Park drew
nearly 1,000 documented
and accredited Quarter
Horses from around the
nation.  All those horses
employed a whole lot of
people in Miami—both
on the track and off, and
drew entourages that en-
riched the businesses in
Hialeah and Miami-
Dade County, as well as
generated tax payments
that benefited the entire-
ty of Florida’s economy.

Because each horse
creates an average of
seven jobs, Florida’s
horse racing industry
has grown over the years
to employ over 50,000
people annually—rank-
ing us third in the entire
nation behind New York
and California. But pari-
mutuel owners who are
using “pari-mutuel bar-
rel racing” to deliberate-
ly cut the number of
jobs, horses and racing
days down to the bare
minimum don’t
care.  They hope their
paltry promise of a few
hundred jobs can fool
Hamilton’s unwitting
citizens, whose “YES”
vote will be used to
make a few insiders very
wealthy, with little re-
turn for Florida’s econo-
my.

Considered by the Na-
tional Barrel Horse Asso-
ciation to be a joke and
an insult to their sport,
“pari-mutuel barrel rac-

ing” requires just 8 hors-
es per performance, as
opposed to an actual
sanctioned barrel racing
event, which typically
draws hundreds of hors-
es in just one day. Noth-
ing but a perfunctory
way to meet the State’s
live racing require-
ments, “pari-mutuel
barrel racing” purposely
eliminates the need for
additional horses and
their respective en-
tourages (and thus, jobs)
that legitimate horse rac-
ing brings.

When the Florida
Quarter Horse Racing
Association insisted
upon safe, American
Quarter Horse Associa-
tion-approved humane
conditions for horses
that were supposed to
run in on an oval track
promised by Gretna
Racing LLC owners,
Gretna Racing’s Alaba-
ma Poarch Indian Tribe
and lobbyist owners
sued.  To date, no oval
track has been built,
while regulators sit idle
and allow these promis-
es to be broken.

Now, other pari-
mutuels stand to benefit
from the “Gretna Loop-
hole” by profiting on the
backs of Hamilton’s un-
witting good
citizens.  And, contrary
to what you might hear,
neither the National Bar-
rel Horse Association or
the American Quarter
Horse Association ap-
prove of “pari-mutuel
barrel racing.”  Rather,
Gretna Racing “competi-
tors” are just a pre-se-
lected few insiders who
have signed away their
rights in a non-compete
agreement.  The fact is,
“pari-mutuel barrel rac-
ing” will never “grow”
into anything.  Its cre-
ators don’t want it
to.  What they want is

your money in their slot
machines.

Only with legitimate
horse racing can the in-
stallation of slot ma-
chines create a winning
equation that truly will
grow the economy by
creating thousands more
jobs. And, not only at the
Hamilton Downs facili-
ty, but throughout the
County and surround-
ing areas by fostering
the breeding, training
and racing of legitimate
racehorses—which is
what Hamilton’s people
expect. When the result-
ing outlying farms grow
and prosper through le-
gitimate horse racing,
businesses will grow to
support them.   These
farms’ many employees
and visitors will come to
Hamilton County to buy
groceries, consumer
goods and other essen-
tials, which means real
jobs and real economic
development for the en-
tire community.

So, on April 10, don’t
be used by a few casino
insiders in exchange for
a few cheap jobs in a
poker room and slot ma-
chine parlor.  Make sure
you get what you bar-
gained for and don’t let
gambling insiders off
the hook from real rac-
ing and the real jobs
your community de-
serves.  Instead, vote
“NO,” or, better yet,
save your vote for a day
when the casino barons
actually deliver the fair
deal that taxpayers ex-
pect:  One thousand
Quarter Horses at a real
racetrack and the thou-
sands of jobs they create,
the economic develop-
ment of a breeding in-
dustry and the integrity
and careful oversight of
racing by the American
Quarter Horse Associa-
tion.

By Kent Stirling Ex-
ecutive Director, Florida
Horsemen’s Benevolent
& Pro tective
Association  and  Dr.
Steve  Fisch, D.V.M.,
President, Florida Quar-
ter Horse Racing Associ-
ation and  the  Flo rid a
Quarter Horse Breeders’
& Owners’ Association

As the people of
Hamilton County ap-
proach the April 10 deci-
sion on whether to allow

slot machines at Hamil-
ton Downs Jai Alai and
Poker, they should know
that the referendum’s
backers have deliberate-
ly misled them on the
number of promised
jobs, as well as the high-
ly questionable behind-
the-scenes manipulation
on which the referen-
dum is based.  The stark
reality is, if Hamilton
Downs were holding le-
gitimate, accredited
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 73112

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 792-2275
 Pastor: Steve Shaw

 Sunday
 Sunday  School....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training.....................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship...................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting......................7:00 p.m.
 Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request
 732119

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper

 Bldg.: 792-2277
 Sunday

 Sunday School............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship.......................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship.........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 717824-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Virginia 
 at 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41

 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258
 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick

 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST

 717852-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

Eulogy for Riley Waters
By: Crystal Waters Leeman - Granddaughter

735086

My Grandfather, Riley 
Wilbur Waters was born on 
March 4th 1932, he was planning 
to celebrate turning 80 years old 
last Sunday, which he 
unfortunately was not able to do, 
but he DID make it past his 80th 
Birthday which is what he was 
the most excited about being 
able to do.  Celebrations in our 
family were a lot different than 
other families.  All the major 
holidays were not as big of a deal 
for us because our family was 
ALWAYS together!  We all lived 
beside each other and we all 
worked together.  We were lucky 
to have every day together and 
not have to wait until the 
holidays to visit with one 
another.  However there was one 
day a year that Papa loved to 
celebrate, and that was his and 
Granny’s anniversary, and not 
because he was looking forward 
to receiving anything fancy for 
himself, he was so excited about 
getting something for granny.  
Every year it was a cake and a 
bouquet of red roses, one for 
every year they had been 
together, and one year he even 
went as far as hiring a 
photographer.

That was one of many 
things about Papa that was so 
special.  He would rather give 
than receive and was completely 
selfless.  He and granny both are 
the most giving people there 
ever was.  Strangers could pass 
thru town with no money and 
they would give them a hot meal 
or cold glass of tea.  On several 
occasions people have came 
thru, down on their luck and 
Papa would offer them work in 
exchange for a place to live, and 
food for their families, and most 
of those people are still here, in 
our community.  He was a gentle 
and generous man who loved his 
family unconditionally and 
adored his wife of 60 years with 
all of his heart.  Although they 
had well established businesses, 

he never had to live in a fancy 
home, they lived in the same 
trailer for 34 years, he never 
wore fancy clothes, and it seems 
like he drove that black Ranger 
forever!  He just never cared 
about material things.  He and 
Granny, from their own hard 
work, would rather give to their 
children and grandchildren and 
feel happiness from that, than to 
receive beyond necessities for 
themselves. 

 I have so many wonderful 
memories of my papa.  Going to 
the Snow Cone Shack, when it 
was there, and getting a Silver 
Fox snow cone and him getting a 
Pineapple.  I remember all the 
stories he would tell about 
selling fish and about driving 
tractor trailer trucks, about all 
the “bouncers” he had working 
for him at his skating rinks and 
about his first car the 1946 Ford.  
Sitting at the round table as you 
enter  the H & F, is where I 
learned from him all of the 
secrets of turning a dime into a 
dollar.  He was truly a business 
man and proud of it!

The fondest memories I 
have of him, were outside of the 
restaurant, as those days were 
precious because he and granny 
was always working.  One 
memory that makes me laugh to 
myself is the thought of going 
with him to “feed the cows.”  
Bryan and I would be sitting in 
granny’s kitchen, surrounded by 
strawberry wallpaper, eating 
whatever wonderful meal she 
had cooked that day, and in 
walks papa from taking a nap, 
his hair unknowingly sticking up 
in the back, me and granny 
would smile to each other about 
that and he would ask Bryan and 
me if we wanted to go ride out 
and “feed the cows”.  Of course 
we wanted to go see cows, we 
were kids!  However we were 
always fearful, because as young 
as we were, we still knew there 
was something just not quite 

about the way he drove!  Even 
Wesley, as fearless as he was, 
would even hold onto the safety 
handle, and I believe even broke 
one once riding with papa.

A woman from Jasper 
stopped me in the store 
yesterday to offer her 
condolences on his passing.  She 
said she was shocked to hear the 
news because she had just seen 
him the other day.  She said he 
gave her four year old daughter 
two dollars when he was in line 
behind them at the grocery store 
and the little girl bought a 
balloon with it.  That was my 
papa, and that was his 
trademark.  I remember him 
giving out a dollar bill,  every 
time one of us grand kids came 
over to see him, and then twenty 
years later I remember how 
special it was to me the first time 
he gave my son a dollar bill, in a 
sense of tradition or rite of 
passage.  Seems like a simple 
thing to be so special to me, but 
that was my papa, and that is 
how he lived.  Simple.  And 
that’s what made him special.

When I vision papa in my 
mind, he will forever be standing 
in that big grassy field, 
surrounded by all of his huge 
limousine cows.  Because to me 
that is most defining of his 
character and his personality.  He 
was fragile, but at the same time 
strong, courageous and 
accepting.  He was not perfect, 
no one is, but he was a perfect 
example to us all of how we 
should strive to live our lives.  
Worshiping God, not things, 
working hard, and giving unto 
others.  If we can all strive to 
have his values, then he will 
never be apart from us, but part 
of us.

March 4, 1932 - March 13, 2012 

Riley W. Waters, age 80, 
a lifetime resident of Jasper, FL 
passed away Tuesday, March 
13, 2012 following a brief 
illness.  Riley was born on 
March 4, 1932 to the late 
Boswell and Clydia Combass 
Waters.  He drove a truck for 
several years but was severely 
injured in a wreck that almost 
took his life.  He was involved 
in many projects over the years, 
including a one-time booming 
skating rink business which 
included several portable roller 
rinks.  In addition to the roller 
rinks, he co-owned and 
operated with his wife, the H&F 
Restaurant and Waters Trailer 
Park.  Mr. Waters was preceded 
in death by a son, Wesley 
Waters.

Survivors include his 
wife of 60 years, Maureen 
Williams Waters; two sons, 
Wendell Waters (Donna) and 
Wayne Waters; a daughter, 
Wyonas Cribbs, all of Jasper, FL; 
two brothers, Lavern Waters 
(Ann), Lakeland, FL and Archie 
Waters (Annelle), Jasper, FL; 
two sisters, Marilyn Carmichael 
(Lamar), Alachua, FL and Susie 
Pierce (Jim), Lakeland, FL; 10 
grandchildren and 12 great 
grandchildren.

Funeral services were 
held March 16, 2012 in the 
chapel of Harry T. Reid Funeral 
Home, Jasper, FL with Pastor 
Glenn Barrs, Pastor Ronnie 
Sadler and Pastor Edgar Wood 
officiating.  Interment followed 
at Corinth Cemetery near 
Jasper.

Martha Anne 
Hayes Hall

May 15, 1945 
March 29, 2012

M
artha Anne
Hayes Hall,
age 66, of

Jasper, Fla., passed
away at her home
on Thursday, March

29, 2012 following an ill-
ness of some time. Anne
was born on May 15,
1945 in Albany, Georgia
to Riley and Earlene
Ledlow Hayes. Ty Ty,
Georgia was “home” to
Anne. She met and mar-
ried John Earl Hall and
began a family and in
1975 they moved their
family to Jasper, Flori-
da. Never one to sit idle,
Anne immediately went
to work at Hamilton
County Middle School
where she was well re-
ceived. When she exited
the school system, she
went to work as part of
the staff at the Jasper
News where she was
committed to keeping
the community in-
formed and up to date
on what was happening
in Jasper. In 1998 “Main
Street Hamilton Coun-
ty” was organized and
Anne was instrumental
in building interest and
got busy writing and se-
curing grants for a town
she had come to love.
Another passion of
Anne’s was the Christ-
mas Tree Project which
benefited needy children
at Christmas time. She
always had time for oth-
ers but if you knew her,
you knew that family
was number one. Her

home was always open
and they knew Anne
would welcome them
anytime. She was a care-
taker by nature and be-
cause of that special gift
she was able to share
some valuable time with
her mother these last few
months.  Anne gave God
the credit for keeping
her going and appreciat-
ed the prayers from the
many churches, her
community and her
church family at Jasper
Assembly of God. She
was preceded in death
by her father, Riley and
her husband, John Earl
Hall.

Survivors include two
sons, David Hall (Dana),
Jasper, Fla. and Allen
Hall (Bessie), Jennings,
Fla.; one daughter, Kim
Grantham (Kevin), also
of Jennings; her mother,
Earlene Ledlow Hayes,
Jasper, Fla.; eight grand-
children, David Jr.
(Aubrey), Sara (Mark),
Chris, Twyla, Travis,
Ryan, Eric and Stacey;
four great grandchil-
dren, Alexander, Arian-
na, Dylan and Tazen.
Also surviving is her
lifelong friend, Tennia
Scott of China Grove,
North Carolina.

Funeral services were
held Tuesday, April 3,
2012 at the First Baptist
Church in Jasper, Fla.
with Pastor Charles
Helms officiating assist-
ed by Pastor Justin
Young.  Interment fol-
lowed in Evergreen
Cemetery, Jasper.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. was in
charge of arrangements.

Dr. Paul Pitts to perform at First United Methodist Church
Dr. Paul Pitts, world

renowned tenor, brings
his special one man dra-
matic musical about the
life and death of Jesus
Christ to First United

Methodist Church of
Jasper for one perfor-
mance at 11 a.m., Sunday,
April 15. Dr. Paul Pitts is
known as the "Pavarotti
of Christian Music", and

has sung over 5000 per-
formances all over the
world.

Pitts will present "The
Scribe," an unforgettable
dramatic musical perfor-
mance, depicting the life
of Christ as told from a
scribe's point of view, and
himself becoming a be-
liever through the testi-
mony of Simon Peter.
Pitts will be in full cos-
tume as he takes us back
to the final days of Jesus
of Nazareth, through in-
spirational music and dra-
ma. Musical selections in-
clude "The Stranger of
Galilee," "The Lord's
Prayer," "The Holy City,"
"I Believe in a Hill Called
Mount Calvary," and oth-
ers.

Everyone is welcome. A
free will offering will be
accepted. Dr. Paul Pitts
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Arrest Records
March 26, Joshua
Adam Hopkins, 28, 7819
NW 228th St., Raiford,
Fla., in for funeral.

March 26, Terrance
Norman Reed, 50, 3099
McHenry Ave. Apt. 8,
Cincinnati, Ohio, DWLS
3rd offense: FHP-D.
Williams

March 27, Jimmy Lee
Lewis, 59, 5677 NW CR
141, Jennings, Fla., disor-
derly conduct: HCSO-
Murphy

March 28, Michael An-
thony Nealing, 46, 60 W.
Church St., Lakeland,
Ga., hold on Levy Coun-
ty warrant: Ag-Stalvey

March 28, Cordero La-
tron Brister, 21, 1013 SW
59th Terr., Apt. B,
Gainesville, Fla., hold
for Alachua County:
HCSO-Sgt. Hughes

March 28, Cornelius
Lorenzo Brister, 21, 1013
SW 59th Terr., Apt. B,
Gainesville, Fla.,, hold
for Alachua County:
HCSO-Sgt. Hughes

March 28, Jonathan
Burt Matthew, 20, 1511
523rd Ave., Hollywood,
Fla., poss. of less than 20
grams of marijuana:
HCSO-Fouraker

March 28, Ben Junior
Gibson, 34, 336 Hobart
Ave., Daytona, Fla., hold
for Volusia County:
FHP-A. Creech

March 28, Danielle Re-
nee Bowles, 33, P.O. Box
643, Lake City, Fla., VOP
O/C child abuse con-
tributing: WSPD-Mur-
phy

March 30, Royce
Lovett, 59, 613 W Ashley
St., Jax, poss weapon or
ammo by other state
felon, trespass property
armed: FHP-A. Hughes

March 30, Javon
Rashad Bell, 23, 1166 SW
3rd St., Jasper, Fla., will-
ful and wanton reckless
driving, resisting office
w/o violence, flee and
eluding police, poss. of
weapon, poss. of narcot-
ic equipment, cocaine
poss., leaving scene
crash with property
damage.

March 30, Pierre
Stephon Chatman, 1107
NW 1st St., Jasper, Fla.,
resist officer, poss. of
weapon or ammo by
conv. felon, poss. of nar-
cotic equipment-poss.,
cocaine poss.

March 30, Jedidiah
Sampson Rickey, 6105
SW CR 751, Jasper, Fla.,
in to serve 8th weekend
of 10: HCSO-Walk in

March 30, Mike Ham-
mond Johnson Jr., 22,
2662 NW 6th Drive,
Jasper, Fla., DWLSR ha-
bitual: JAPD-Rickerson

March 31, Louis W.
Johnson, 43, P.O. Box
619, Jasper, Fla., VOP:
JAPD-Akins

March 31, Christopher
Sanchez Rayford Jr., 29,
3814 108th Ave., Jasper,
Fla., agg. assault, poss.
firearm by convicted
felon: JAPD-Griffin

March 31, Alecco
Macario Pedro, 28, 1357
Berry St., Jennings, Fla.,
no valid d.l., FTA war-
rant: JNPD-Raggins

Healthy Living

Fight arthritis with
exercise

By Beth Harris

Arthritis is a frighten-
ing word for many.
Rightfully so, worldwide
more than 350 million
people suffer from some
form of arthritis, includ-
ing 50 million Americans
(one in five adults). Even
more crippling, arthritis
is the number one reason
for work disability cost-
ing in the ballpark of
$128 billion yearly-ouch!
For sufferers, fear of
pain and joint damage
lead many to inactivity,
which only serves to fa-
cilitate the pain cycle.
Decreased function and
exercise avoidance lead
to de-conditioning, loss
of strength and flexibili-

ty, and endurance. Indi-
viduals with arthritis
can enjoy the benefits of
a safe and effective exer-
cise program, providing
they follow the appro-
priate steps. Through ex-
ercise most individuals
with arthritis can con-
trol, manage, and de-
crease symptoms of pain
and stiffness, and im-
prove function.
The key is finding the
unique program fitting
your needs. Check with
your physician to identi-
fy risk factors before be-
ginning an exercise pro-
gram. Being educated on
injury risk listening to
your body can not only
enhance exercise pro-
grams, but help to avoid
potentially dangerous
situations. A rounded
program includes exer-
cises for enhance flexibil-
ity, resistance and
strength training, aero-
bic or cardiovascular ex-
ercise, and body aware-
ness.  
Make sure to exten-
sively warm up and cool
down, which will pro-
tect joints and decrease
the potential for pain.
Five to 10 minutes of
slow movements
through a joints range of

motion should be ade-
quate.  
Flexibility exercises
should be performed
daily and focus on gen-
tly moving a joint
throughout its range of
motion. For strength and
resistance training begin
with a lower weight
(around 10 percent of
max), and progress
slowly as tolerated. Be
sure to target all major
muscle groups 2-3 days
per week, with one or
more sets of 10-15 repeti-
tions per set. With aero-
bic activity, one just
starting should shoot for
shorter, more frequent
bouts and move up to
20-30 minutes as tolerat-
ed with an accumulated
goal of 150 minutes of
moderate intensity activ-
ity per week. The final
component, body aware-
ness, is an integral piece
of the puzzle that should
not be ignored. Effected
joint and surrounding
muscles often suffer im-
paired balance and coor-
dination. Exercises to
improve balance, pos-
ture, relaxation, and co-
ordination should be in-
cluded as an integral
component of any arthri-
tis exercise program.  

Sufferers should make
sure and avoid strenu-
ous activity during times
of acute inflammation.
During this time it is rec-
ommended to continue
gentle full range of mo-
tion movements to
maintain flexibility and
mobility.  
Initiating a program
for someone already suf-
fering from pain, stiff-
ness, and immobility
may not seem like the
best idea, however, reg-
ular exercise does pro-
vide means for most in-
dividuals to control
arthritis symptoms and
decrease progression.
Diet and nutrition will
also play a role in de-
creasing and controlling
symptoms. Contact your
physician before initiat-
ing any exercise pro-
gram, and consider con-
tacting a qualified
Health and Fitness Pro-
fessional to assist you
with designing a specific
program based on your
needs.  Remember-exer-
cise is the best medicine!  

~Beth Harris, CSCS,
CHFS, LWMC

www.jayeelizabeth-
harris.com 

Thank you
On behalf of Pente-
costal Deliverance Cen-
ter Men's Ministry of
Jennings, Florida we
want to thank the fol-
lowing for making our
CrossHeir Outfitters
Event a huge success at
North Hamilton Elemen-
tary School in Jennings,
Florida on March 17,
2012 with over 300 in at-
tendance. Thanks to the
newspapers who printed
it and to Editor Jeff Wa-

ters for doing this for us.
Thanks to Hamilton
County School Board
and staff allowing us to
have the school that day.
A big thank you to Allen
Tolle and Steve Austin
for helping out big time.
Thanks to every business
that donated items for
our door prizes, espe-
cially to Buckhead Farms
in Jennings, Florida for
the grand prize. Thanks
so much to the Men's
Ministry Director- John-
nie Philman.

 733811
 For more Information Call (386)362-FAIR

 www.suwannecountyfair.com

 Suwannee County Fair
 Live Stock Show & Sale

 March 30- April 7, 2012 

 Fair Schedule of Events
 Friday, March 30th 6pm: Dairy Show & Ranch Sorting Sign In 7pm: Rusty Groove Band & Ranch Sorting
 Saturday, March 31st Noon-4pm: Kid’s Craft Day Activities 1pm: Dairy Costume Contest   2pm: Miss Suwannee County Pageant & Pee Wee Dairy Show 7pm: Demo Derby & A Talent Show Phase 1
 Sunday, April 1st Family & Hispanic Day Sunday All Day Armband: $10 4pm: Entertainment Provided by D.C.O. Musical
 Monday, April 2nd Cram the Van with a Can! Donate a Non-Perishable Canned Good and  Gain Free Admission Monday only! All other pay $1 admission.  Sponsored by Cheek & Scott Drugs. 6pm: Youth Goat and Heifer Show Pedal Tactor Pull & Live Entertainment by Gateway City Big Band Talent Show Phase 2
 Tuesday, April 3rd - Buddy Night: 11am-1pm: Senior Citizen Day, Free Admission Lunch 6pm: Youth Heifer Show & Twirling by Kary 7pm: Live Entertainment by the Barber Shop Quartet Armbands $10 per person when you bring a friend
 Wednesday April 4th: 7pm: Tracy Starling & Friend Band; Pedal Tractor Pull
 Thursday, April 5th: • Student Day: Free Admission between the hours of  5-8 pm for students age 6-18 7pm: Suwannee Spirit Cheer Gym Demonstration & Pedal Tractor Pull FSU Cheerleaders to Perform - Sign Autograph & Take Photos
 Friday, April 6th: 7pm: Pedal Tractor Pull & Talent Show Finale 8pm: Justin Case Band
 Saturday, April 7th: 9am: 14th Annual 5K Run-A-Fair and Walk/Talk (registration at 8am) 3pm: No-Holds-Barred Lawnmower & Side-by-Side Pull 7pm: Whoo Whee Band

Men playing a game who can put on the safety harness the
fastest.  Courtesy photo
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THE 97TH SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR, 
LIVESTOCK SHOW AND SALE

FARMIN’, FAMILY, FOOD AND FUN !

NEW LOWER ADMISSION PRICES - ONLY $5 FOR ADULTS AND $3 FOR KIDS

NEW LOW PRICES ON ARMBANDS AND CARNIVAL RIDES

MIDNIGHT MADNESS HOURS 10 PM TO 1 PM – NOW $15
FRIDAY’S EARLY BIRD EXTENDED HOURS – 6 PM TO 1 AM NOW $20 (THAT’S TWO SESSIONS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE)

SATURDAY MATINEE ARMBAND – REDUCED TO $10 WITH COUPON FROM AREA PUBLICATIONS 

SATURDAY’S NIGHT ARMBAND – REDUCED TO $15

MIDWAY OPEN SUNDAY, APRIL 8 - $10 ADMISSION RIDES ALL RIDES
OPENING TO CLOSING AT 11 PM

FRIDAY, MARCH 30
MIDNIGHT MADNESS - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 10 PM UNTIL 1 AM
EARLY BIRD MADNESS - $20 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL 1 AM

6 PM – DAIRY SHOW & RANCH SORTING SIGN UP • 7 PM – RUSTY GROOVE BAND & RANCH SORTING 

SATURDAY, MARCH 31
MATINEE - $15 ($10 WITH $5 OFF COUPON FROM AREA PUBLICATIONS)

RIDE ALL RIDES FROM NOON UNTIL 5 PM
ONE DISCOUNT PER COUPON, SORRY NO EXCEPTIONS

EVENING - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE
NOON TO 4 PM – KID’S CRAFT DAY ACTIVITIES

1 PM – DAIRY COSTUME CONTEST AND PEE WEE DAIRY SHOW • 2 PM – MISS SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR PAGEANT
7 PM – DEMO DERBY

SUNDAY, APRIL 1
FAMILY AND HISPANIC DAY

2 PM UNTIL CLOSE – ARMBAND REDUCED TO $10, RIDE ALL RIDES  • 4 PM – ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY HISPANIC BAND

MONDAY, APRIL 2
DOLLAR DAY - $1 ADMISSION (OR A CANNED GOOD) AND $1 RIDES

CRAM THE VAN WITH A CAN FOOD DRIVE 
SPONSORED BY CHECK & SCOTT DRUGS

6 PM – YOUTH GOAT AND HEIFER SHOW, PEDAL TRACTOR PULL & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY GATEWAY CITY BIG BAND

TUESDAY, APRIL 3 – BUDDY NIGHT
RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSE 

YOU AND YOUR BUDDY PAY $10 EACH
11 AM – SENIOR CITZENS DAY, FREE ADMISSION, LUNCH 
HEROLD WHITE BAND AND SAWMILL DEMONSTRATION

6 PM – YOUTH HEIFER SHOW • 7 PM – LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY THE BARBER SHOP QUARTET

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4 
RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSE - $15 ARMBAND

7 PM – TRACY PERRY BAND AND PEDAL TRACTOR PULL

THURSDAY, APRIL 5
STUDENT DAY – STUDENTS (6-18) ADMITTED FREE FROM 5 PM TO 8 PM

RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSE - $15 ARMBAND
7 PM – SUWANNEE SPIRIT CHEER GYM DEMONSTRATION & PEDAL TRACTOR PULL

FRIDAY, APRIL 6
MIDNIGHT MADNESS - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 10 PM UNTIL 1 AM
EARLY BIRD MADNESS - $20 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL 1 AM
7 PM - 18TH ANNUAL TALENT SHOW GRAND FINALE • 8 PM –JUSTIN CASE BAND

SATURDAY, APRIL 7
SCHOOL BOARD EMPLOYEE APRECIATION DAY 

(MUST SHOW SCHOOL BORD ID & PRESENT COUPON)
MATINEE - $15 ($10 WITH $5 OFF COUPON FROM AREA PUBLICATIONS)

RIDE ALL RIDES FROM NOON UNTIL 5 PM - ONE DISCOUNT PER COUPON, SORRY NO EXCEPTIONS
EVENING - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE

9 AM – 14TH ANNUAL 5K RUN-A-FAIR AND WALK/TALK (REGISTRATION)
3 PM – NO-HOLDS-BARRED LAWNMOWER & SIDE-BY-SIDE PULL& LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY THE HEROLD WHITE BAND 

SUNDAY, APRIL 8
$10 ADMISSION FREE CARNIVAL RIDES  - OPENING TO CLOSING AT 11 PM 

MARCH 30 – APRIL 8, 2012
THE ALL NEW SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR

SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (386) 362-7366

suwanneecountyfair@live.com   •   www.suwanneecountyfair.org

SAVE $5
SATURDAY, MARCH 31 AND SATURDAY, APRIL 7

MATINEE - $15 ($10 WITH $5 OFF COUPON
RIDE ALL RIDES FROM NOON UNTIL 5 PM

ONE DISCOUNT PER COUPON, SORRY NO EXCEPTIONS
EVENING - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE

733465

COMPLIMENTS OF Jasper News

Share Saturday

Share Saturday, an an-
nual event hosted by
New Hope Baptist
Church for the commu-
nity, will be held on Sat-
urday, March 24, at the
church. The  ministry
give-away will open at 8
a.m. and last until noon.

Some of the items al-
ready donated include a
TV, microwave, house-
hold goods and clothes.
There will be no charge
for anything; everything
will be free. The point is
to share with others.

New Hope is located
at 6592 NW 48th Street
in Jennings, just off of
State Road 6 West. The
public is invited to at-
tend.

New GED Test 
January 2014

Have you taken your
GED, and need to com-
plete one or two subjects
to earn your diploma? 

The GED Testing Ser-
vice is releasing a new
version on January 1,
2014, and the test will be
a computer-based test.
Old passing GED scores
WILL NOT transfer to
the new test. Not com-
pleting the current GED
by December 31, 2013,
will mean an individual
will lose all scores and
will be required to retake
each section of the test. 

For more information
please contact Rex
Mitchell or Evelyn Davis
at 386-792-7829 or via
e m a i l
rex.mitchell@hamilton-
fl.com.

Hamilton County
adult education classes

Your road to success

Currently, 19 percent
of Floridians and 27 per-
cent of Hamilton County
residents do not have a
high school diploma or
GED. High School
dropouts were more
than twice as likely to be
living in poverty as high
school graduates. Seven-
ty-four percent of
dropouts spend one or
more years in poverty
between the ages of 25-
75. (U.S. Census)

If you are interested in
obtaining your High
School Diploma please
take the step to maxi-
mize your future and
contact the Hamilton
County VTAE School.

The Hamilton County
Adult Education classes
can help you complete
your goal. Hamilton
County Adult Education
classes offer a flexible
schedule with both day
and night classes avail-
able. Not only do we of-
fer options to fit your
busy schedule, but you
will be provided the ser-
vices of our Career Path-
way Coach, Leslie
Carter. Your personal ca-
reer coach will help you
meet your educational
goals, look for financial
aid, search for a job,
write a resume and cov-
er letter, and prepare for
your future no matter
the path you plan to fol-
low.  For more informa-
tion please contact Rex
Mitchell or Evelyn Davis
at 386-792-7829 or via
e m a i l
rex.mitchell@hamilton-
fl.com.

Alzheimer’s Support
Group 2012 schedule

Meets the 3rd  Thurs-

day of each month in the
Good Samaritan Center

Private Dining   Room
at 3:00 PM.

Advent Christian Vil-
lage

Good Samaritan Cen-
ter (nursing home)

10676 Marvin Jones
Blvd

Dowling Park, FL
32064

The Branford Camera
Club meets on the 3rd
Thursday of each month,
with an occasional ex-
ception, for the purpose
of sharing, learning, and
enjoying all things pho-
tographic.   Please join
us.

For more information,
please contact:

Carolyn Hogue, Pro-
gram Chair, 386-935-
2044

Dick Madden, Techni-
cal Consultant, 386-935-
0296

Skip Weigel, Technical
Consultant, 386-935-1382

Community 
Calendar

Weddings
Engagement

Kreider/Morgan 

Chris and Winona
Kreider of Huntsville,
Alabama, are pleased to
announce the

engagement of their
daughter, Kelly Eliza-
beth Kreider, to
Matthew Bruce Morgan,
son of

Kenny Bruce and
Kristy Morgan of White
Springs, Florida.

The bride-to-be is a
2009 graduate of Virgil I.
Grissom High School in
Huntsville,

Alabama.
The groom-to-be is a

2005 graduate of Taber-
nacle Baptist School in

Live Oak, Florida
and a 2008 graduate of

Lake City Community
College Basic Law En-
forcement Recruit

Program. He is cur-
rently employed as a Po-
lice Officer in Jasper,
Florida.

The wedding is
planned for Saturday,
October 27, 2012 at First
Baptist Church of

Huntsville, Alabama
with a reception to fol-
low at the Embassy
Suites Hotel in

Huntsville.
The couple will reside

in Jasper, Florida.

until 7 p.m. at your
Precinct Building. Call
the Supervisor of Elec-
tions office for more in-
formation at 386-794-
1426.

FCAT testing at
Hamilton County
Schools April 16-20 and
April 23-27.

Earth Day - April
2 2 n d .
h t t p : / / w w w . e a r t h -
day.org/2012

April 24 - Town of
White Springs Election
to elect Town Council
members 7 a.m. until 7
p.m. at the Voting
Precinct Building across
from Dollar General.
Call 386-397-2310 for
more information.

Hamilton
County happenings

April 5 - Early dis-
missal at Hamilton
County Schools.

April 6 - Hamilton
County Schools closed
for Good Friday.

April 5-7 - Antique
Tractor and Gas Engine
Show at Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center
State Park. 9 a.m.- 5
p.m. Call 386-397-4331
for more information.

April 10 - Town
Council Meeting at 7
p.m. at the Town Hall
Meeting Room. Call
386-397-2310 for more
information.

April 10 - Hamilton
County Special Referen-
dum on Casinos. 7 a.m.

Fundraiser
Boot drive

Please come out and
support our local fire-
fighters. They are cur-
rently in extensive train-
ing to be safe and protect

our small community.
We are still hopeful to
build our new firehouse
soon.

The event will be held
on April 28 from 8 a.m.
until 12 p.m. at the
Sunoco gas station,
Burger King and S&S.
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Sports
Torjans look for wins

A Hamilton County Trojan connects with the bat.

A Melody Wildcat bunts the ball in action against Hamilton County March 13. This Trojan is safe.     - Photos: Richard Wright 

Staff

The Hamilton County Trojan varsity baseball
team is looking for some wins this season with
only two wins under their belt so far. The season
began on Feb. 14 and ends on April 20.

The Trojans tied it up with Maclay School on Sat-
urday, March 31 by a score of 0-0. ON March 22,

the boys hosted Lafayette High School and
dropped a heartbreaker 9-5. On March 19 the Tro-
jans hosted Madison County and lost 7-3.

Jefferson County came to town on March 15 for a
district game. The Trojans defeated them 5-3.

On March 13, the boys were defeated by host
team Melody Christian Academy by a score of 5-0.

The only other win (as of press time) for the Tro-

jans came on a 5-1 win against Echols County High
School on Feb. 23.

Come out and show your support to the Hamil-
ton County Trojan varsity baseball team. 

The next match is on April 6. The boys host Tay-
lor County High School. JV starts at 4:30 and varsi-
ty begins at 7 p.m.

The team is coached by Bobby Eason. 
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THE LOT
The Prime Spot to 

Buy or Sell Used Vehicles

W.E. “Buddy” Nail
Corner of Bascom Norris 

& Branford Hwy.
Lake City, FL

386-752-2404
386-752-5696
386-623-6416

Open:
Monday-Friday 9-5

Saturday 9-1

73
42

73

2000 CADILLAC CATERA
  3.0 V-6, AUTO, A/C, 4-D

$4,000
1986 FORD 700 

SPREADER TRUCK
  8.2 L DETROIT, 5 SPEED, 

SPREADER BODY
COMPLETELY REBUILT

$10,000
1995 NISSAN 

PATHFINDER XE
V6, 2 WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO, 
CRUISE, A/C, TILT WHEEL

$3,250
1997 FORD XLT 

AEROSTAR SPORT
3.0 L V6, AUTO, FRONT 
& REAR A/C, CRUISE

RUNNING BOARDS, 
REAR WIPER/DEFROSTER

$3,250
2000 JEEP 

GRAND CHEROKEE
AUTO, V6, COLD A/C, 
SUNROOF, LEATHER,

NICE VEHICLE

$4,650
2001 CHEVY 

TAHOE LT
5.3 L V8, AUTO, LEATHER,

FRONT & REAR A/C, LOADED

$8,000
1991 CHEVY S-10 BLAZER

AUTO, V-6 4.3L, A/C

$3,600
1999 FORD ESCORT

AUTO, 4-CYLINDER, CRUISE, A/C

$2,600
1996 FORD RANGER 

PICKUP
5 SPEED, 2.3L, A/C

$3,000
1990 FORD RANGER XLT

V-6, 5-SPEED

$2,200
1993 NISSAN KING 

CAB PICKUP
5 SPEED, 4-CYLINDER

$2,250
1997 CHEVY S-10 BLAZER

V-6, A/C, AUTO
$4,000
2000 FORD

EXPLORER XLT 
5.0 LITER V8, AUTO, 4D
CLEAN & RUNS GREAT

$3,995 731586

Representative Bembry speaks at North  Central  Florida 
Regional  Planning  Council  meeting

L to R: Madison County Commissioner Roy Ellis, Chair of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, Christian Doolin, primary legislative affairs consultant to the Small Coun-
ty Coalition , Hamilton County Commissioner Ronny Morgan, Representative Leonard Bembry, State House of Representatives District 10, LaBarfield Bryant, City of Jasper Council-
man, Charles Williams, Hamilton County gubernatorial appointee and Scott Koons, Executive Director of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

Gainesville, FL – Madison County
Commissioner Roy Ellis, Chair of the
North Central Florida Regional Plan-
ning Council welcomed the Honor-
able Leonard Bembry of Greenville to
the March 22, 2012 Council meeting.
Representative Bembry represents
State House District 10, consisting of,
Dixie, Franklin, Hamilton, Jefferson,
Madison and Taylor Counties and
portions of Alachua, Columbia, Levy
and Wakulla counties.  Also in atten-
dance were Councilman LaBarfield
Bryant, Council member from the City
Councilman from the City of Jasper,
Christian Doolin, primary legislative
affairs consultant to the Small County

Coalition, County Commissioner Ron-
ny Morgan, Council member from
Hamilton County and Charles
Williams, gubernatorial appointee for
Hamilton County.  Representative Be-
mbry’s remarks provided Council
members a review of the past legisla-
tive session and included the chal-
lenges facing the Legislature and local
governments during the upcoming
year.

The Council, in partnership with
economic development organizations
and local governments, promotes re-
gional strategies, partnerships and so-
lutions to strengthen the economic
competitiveness and quality of life of

the 11 counties and 33 incorporated
municipalities in the north central por-
tion of Florida.   The Council, whose
members are local elected officials and
gubernatorial appointees, administers
a variety of state and federal programs
for north central Florida including
Alachua, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madi-
son, Suwannee, Taylor and Union
Counties.  Programs include develop-
ment of the Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy, the Strategic
Regional Policy Plan, technical assis-
tance to local governments in develop-
ment of comprehensive plans, land
development regulations and grant

management, and administration of
developments of regional impact, lo-
cal mitigation strategies, hazardous
materials, homeland security and eco-
nomic development programs.  In ad-
dition, the Council staffs the Metro-
politan Transportation Planning Orga-
nization for the Gainesville Urbanized
Area, the North Central Florida Local
Emergency Planning Committee, the
North Central Florida Regional Haz-
ardous Materials Response Team and
The Original Florida Tourism Task
Force.

The Council’s offices are located in
Gainesville.   More information about
the Council can be found at ncfrpc.org.

Hamilton County adult 
education classes

Your road to success
Currently, 19 percent

of Floridians and 27 per-
cent of Hamilton County
residents do not have a
high school diploma or
GED. High School
dropouts were more
than twice as likely to be
living in poverty as high
school graduates. Seven-
ty-four percent of
dropouts spend one or
more years in poverty
between the ages of 25-
75. (U.S. Census)

If you are interested in
obtaining your High
School Diploma please
take the step to maxi-
mize your future and
contact the Hamilton
County VTAE School.

The Hamilton County
Adult Education classes
can help you complete
your goal. Hamilton
County Adult Education
classes offer a flexible
schedule with both day
and night classes avail-
able. Not only do we of-
fer options to fit your
busy schedule, but you
will be provided the ser-
vices of our Career Path-
way Coach, Leslie
Carter. Your personal ca-
reer coach will help you
meet your educational
goals, look for financial
aid, search for a job,
write a resume and cov-
er letter, and prepare for
your future no matter
the path you plan to fol-
low.  For more informa-
tion please contact Rex
Mitchell or Evelyn Davis
at 386-792-7829 or via
e m a i l
rex.mitchell@hamilton-
fl.com.



There is an old quote "The more things change--
the more they stay the same." In some cases that is
true. I am so pleased that here in our Suwannee Riv-
er Valley we have precious traditions that remain
the same, as the years come and go.

I can think of so many, the Suwannee County
Fair, the Florida Folk Festival, which will celebrate
its 60th anniversary this coming Memorial Day
weekend, and the annual Easter Sunrise Service at
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park
which will "turn" 45 this year.

This year's Easter Sunrise Service will be held on
Sunday, April 8, 2012, beginning at 7 a.m.  The gates
of the Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park
will open at 6:15 a.m., the carillon concert begins at
6:45 a.m., and service will begin at 7 a.m. Admission
to the park is free. Refreshments are served after the
service. The service is held on the east lawn of the
historic Stephen Foster Carillon Tower..

I love the Easter Sunrise Service in White Springs,
because since its inception in the late 1960s, it has
been inclusionary. All denominations and races
come together to sing, to praise, and to enjoy the
beauty of Easter. At the service you will hear songs,
poems, scripture reading, and an Easter message
from area churches and choirs, Methodists, Baptists,
Pentecostals, members of African Methodist Episco-
pal (A.M.E) Church, and I could go on and on. And,
when the service  is over, everyone enjoys  a time of
fellowship in the auditorium of the carillon tower.

It is one of the special events of life that makes liv-
ing in our part of the world a richer and more re-
warding experience. All of this takes place within

hollering distance of the historic Suwannee River
which is so special and dear to the hearts of most of
us who live here.

Easter traditions may have changed some, but
some have remained the same. During the Easters
of my childhood, we put a lot of time and effort into
coloring Easter eggs. Now most people purchase to
manufactured plastic eggs for hiding. Not true dur-
ing my childhood. We boiled the fresh eggs, cooled
them, and then took food coloring, combining the
colors to make beautiful spring colors. Easter egg
hunts were held at school, at church, and, many
times, at the homes of friends and relatives. Often
times, a prize or "golden" egg was offered and if

you were lucky enough to find the prize egg you
would win money or some other prized possession.
I remember a friend of ours in White Springs who
gave the guests at her annual Easter egg hunt, a live
colored chick. In those days, feed and seed stores
sold live chicks, better known as "biddies"  to those
of us who have been here for a while, and in those
days they were colored. I often wondered how that
happened and so I investigated it not too long ago.
They took hypodermic syringes and "shot" different
colored dyes into the eggs before they hatched.
When the chicks were hatched "voila"--they were
purple, hot pink, bright green, blue--any and every
color you could imagine. It's against the law to do
that now, except in Texas, they still sell colored
chicks, but they were popular during my child-
hood.

Easter was also the time for new clothes. I re-
member mama taking us to the store to purchase
new Easter clothes a new outfit for church on East-
er Sunday. It was an especially important time,
fashion wise, for young girls, during the days of my
childhood. They would be dressed within an inch of
their lives with pastel colored dresses and crinolines
that were starched -making those full skirted dress-
es stand out like spring flowers. Easter was always
the time for a photo opportunity and I have a col-
lection of Easter photos in my possession that will
remain in my possession for the time being, some of
my brother and me, with crew cuts, short pants,
seer sucker blazers, bow ties, white shoes, and
white socks. Not the most flattering shots, but at the
time we thought we were "some kind of dressed
up".

Easter in our family was a time for get togethers
with lots of highly caloric, wonderful culinary treats
were cooked and served with love. Baked ham, dev-
iled eggs, string beans and new potatoes, potato sal-
ad, a big relish tray and, for dessert, a homemade
coconut cake with boiled icing, my favorite.

During this season of resurrection, re-birth, and
spring I know that many people will make their
own Easter traditions. I wish everyone a wonderful
Easter.

From the Eight Mile Still, on the Woodpecker
Route, north of White Springs--I wish each of you a
day filled with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of love
and laughter. Happy Easter.
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A m ajority of Floridians support the construction of Las Vegas style 
casinos, and also believe casinos will be good for the state’s econom y.*

Gadsden County and W ashington County voters recently passed casino 
referendum s. On Tuesday, April 10th, Ham ilton County can also vote 
“YES” to bringing jobs, tourists and tax revenue to Ham ilton County.

Ham ilton County needs jobs. Investors are ready to create jobs here.
But first, you need to vote “YES.”

*Quinnipiac University Poll Jan 2012

Paid Political Ad. Paid for by Ham ilton Downs Horsetrack, LLC

• $200 M illion Project
• Resort
•Horse Facility
• Construction Jobs
• Casino Jobs
• Tax Revenue
• Tourism

73
32

45

rooms), 627 prescription
pills, 10 cc’s of anabolic
steroids, and four grams
of heroin. The operation
also resulted in the
seizure of a 2002 Buick
and $9,740 in currency.

“It is an asset to work
with other agencies and
stop the spread of illicit
drugs,” Chief Deputy

Ron Colvin of the SCSO
stated.

Hamilton County
Sheriff J. Harrell Reid
stated, “This was some-
thing that the Sheriff’s
Association, in conjunc-
tion with the Governor’s
office, initiated to crack
down on the pill mill
problem in the state of
Florida. I was president
of the Sheriff’s Associa-

tion when this came
about,” he added.

Columbia County
Sheriff Mark Hunter
said the interagency ap-
proach “has shown that
a major impact can be
made to stem the flow of
illegal narcotics in the
state of Florida and
make our communities a
safer place to live.”

According to Colvin,

drug abuse affects the
lives of many and he
credits the joint efforts of
those agencies involved.

According to the press
release, investigations
based on the seizures are
continuing and addi-
tional arrests are possi-
ble as a result.

Reporter Joyce Marie
Taylo r contributed  to
this article.

Gateway Task Force nets 20 arrests
Continued From Page 1A
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