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HITE SPRINGS -
The Florida Depart-
ment of Environ-
mental Protection’s
Nature and Her-

itage Tourism Center, Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center State Park and the
Special Events Committee for the Town
of White Springs will host the Twelfth
Annual White Springs Wild Azalea
Festival this Saturday, March 17.

Festival highlights include musical

performances, arts and crafts, the Little
Miss Azalea Contest, the Suwannee
River Duck Race, Children’s Area and
other outdoor recreational opportuni-
ties. Visitors can spend the day enjoy-
ing this street crafts fair where expert
artisans will display and sell their
handmade specialties. “Wild Azaleas”
are a highlight of this event and will be
available for purchase along with other

Go/Do:
March 17, 2012
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
The state of Florida’s 
Nature & Heritage 
Tourism Center
White Springs, Florida
(Located on US 41, 
three miles from I-75 
and nine miles from I-10)
Call 386-397-4331 or visit 
www.floridastateparks.org/
stephenfoster 

SEE 12TH ANNUAL, PAGE 2A

SEE CHARTER, PAGE 6A

SEE PAYNE, PAGE 2A
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Man said his son held him hostage with a 20-gauge pointed at his face
By Joyce Marie Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Deputies from the Hamilton
County Sheriff’s Office arrest-
ed a Hamilton County man
after an 11-hour armed stand-

off on Sunday, March 11, ac-
cording to Sheriff J. Harrell
Reid.

At approximately 7 p.m. on
Saturday, March 10, HCSO
deputies were dispatched to
the CVS at 5663 S.E. 135 Place

in reference to an unknown
complaint. Upon arrival
deputies learned that a Mr.
Croft (the victim) stated his
son, William Leslie Croft Jr.,

Deputies from the
Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office 
arrested William
Leslie Croft Jr., 59,
of 5663 13th Blvd.,
Jasper, after an 11-
hour armed standoff
on Sunday, March
11, according to
Sheriff J. Harrell
Reid.

William Croft Jr.

12th Annual Wild Azalea Festival in White Springs

Wild azaleas in bloom

Concerns raised
at packed joint
water meeting

By Misty A. Ward
misty.ward@gaflnews.com

More than 140 peo-
ple from within the
Suwannee River and
St. Johns River water
management districts
on Wednesday night,
March 7, at the
Alachua City Hall, for
the joint meeting be-
tween SRWMD, SJR-
WMD and the Florida
Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection.

“The number of
people in the room
shows me that there’s
a lot of interest in our

water resources and
it’s very important to
this process that we
hear all of our water
users, our environ-
mental interests, our
government inter-
ests,” Ann Shortelle of
DEP said in her open-
ing comments.

Acting SRWMD Ex-
ecutive Director Char-
lie Houder, SJRWMD
Executive Director
Hans Tanzler III and
Shortelle from DEP,
represented their re-
spective agencies.

It was a packed house Wednesday night, March 7 at Alachua City Hall for the joint
meeting between two water districts and the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection. - Photo: Misty A. Ward

FLOW in early stages of organization Page 2A High speed chase, see story, below

11-hour standoff

SEE 11-HOUR, PAGE 2A

Festival features arts, crafts, wild azaleas, native plants and music

SEE CONCERNS, PAGE 2A

Wild Azalea (Rhododendron Canescens). Photo: Walter Hodge, University of South Florida Slide Collection.

Submitted
Lake City

attorney M.
Blair Payne
announced
his candi-
dacy for
the office of
Third Judi-
cial Circuit
Public Defender. Payne is
a native of Hamilton
County and 1973 gradu-
ate of Hamilton County
High School. He ob-
tained his associate de-
gree from what was then
known as North Florida
Junior College in Madi-
son, and obtained his
bachelor’s degree from
Valdosta State.  After

Payne seeks
office of Third
Judicial Circuit
Public Defender 

Payne

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Superintendent of
Schools Martha Butler,
Assistant Superintendent
Rex Mitchell and Direc-
tor of Business Services
Bonnie Penner offered
their perspective on the
charter school proposal
for White Springs in a
roundtable discussion on
Thursday, March 8. 

On Feb. 24, parents of
students at A-rated South
Hamilton Elementary
School (SHE) in White
Springs presented a letter
to SHE Principal Maceo
Howell requesting a se-
cret ballot vote by par-
ents and teachers to de-

Charter
school 
proposal
District
administration
offers perspective
on charter 
school proposal

Staff
A California man

wanted in that state
for violation of pa-
role was nabbed by
Hamilton County au-
thorities in a stolen

car after the man was
chased on I-75 by
Lowndes County,
Ga. deputies reach-
ing speeds at times in

High speed chase ends in arrest

SEE HIGH, PAGE 2A

Luck 
of the
Irish
Get 4 weeks
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News FREE
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“NO EXCUSES”
1186 LAKE BLVD.

LAKE PARK, GA 31636
OFFICE: 229-559-3373

Personal training, tanning, 
complete weight room, 

aerobics classes,
programs for children 

and seniors

By Misty A. Ward
misty.ward@gaflnews.com

In its early stages of development,
FLOW, or Florida Leaders Organized
for Water, are doing just that, getting
organized. 

At the March 12 meeting, the board
of directors heard from several differ-
ent environmental groups, as well as
concerned citizens, offering their sup-
port to FLOW. Representatives from
the Suwannee River and St. Johns Riv-
er water management districts and De-
partment of Environmental Protection
also addressed FLOW and the audi-
ence. 

John Dinges, SRWMD, and Al
Canepa, SJRWMD, updated the direc-

tors on the progress of the Partnership.
The two talked about the updates on
the regional groundwater flow model;
minimum flows and levels; review
and evaluation of existing science,
data, needs and analysis; regional wa-
ter supply plan; and stakeholder in-
volvement.

Dinges announced that the mini-
mum flow levels for the lower Santa Fe
River and its priority springs,
Ichetucknee River and the head
springs of the Ichetucknee should be
done by this summer. He said they
have begun work on the upper Suwan-
nee River, Suwannee Springs and
White Sulfur Springs. 

Mary Helen Wheeler, representing
the Santa Fe Lake Dwellers, expressed

her concern over the Partnership be-
tween the two water districts and wor-
ried aloud that the “merging efforts of
the two districts are not some indica-
tion of where we’re headed
statewide.”  

“As wonderful as that sounds, I
couldn’t help but think in the back of
my head, this may be an instance
where the big fish might eat the little
fish. I think we have to be diligent and
watching to make sure that we keep
those bodies separate because they are
two different regions with different
needs,” Wheeler said.

The directors spoke at length about
FLOW’s application to participate on
the North Florida Regional Water Sup-
ply Partnership Stakeholder Commit-

tee. The Partnership was formed be-
tween the two water districts and DEP.
Initially there was talk about picking
two people, one from each district, to
apply for one of each of the elected of-
ficials seat on the committee. There
was also lengthy discussion about
FLOW applying as an environmental
group as well. In the end, it was a con-
sensus that anyone on FLOW that was
interested in applying for a seat on the
Stakeholder Committee may do so on
his or her own as an elected official,
and that FLOW would write a letter to
the Partnership to ask for an addition-
al seat on the committee designated
for FLOW.  

The next meeting will be on April 9.
The location has yet to be announced.  

FLOW in early stages of organization

59, of 5663 13th Blvd.,
Jasper, had held him
hostage all day at their
home with a 20-gauge
shotgun pointed to his
face. The 90-year-old
victim also stated his
son possibly had flam-
mable accelerants in the
home, reports show.

An HCSO deputy
made contact with Croft
Jr. via telephone at the
residence and spoke
with him for about an
hour, but the suspect
would not voluntarily
leave the residence and
made threats to shoot
anyone who entered the
home. Deputies later
learned that the suspect
had been seeing a coun-
selor in Baker County
for undisclosed reasons,
officials said.

HCSO deputies con-
tacted the counselor and
she was able to speak
with the suspect for sev-
eral hours on the phone,
however, she could not
convince him to peace-
fully leave the residence,
reports show.

Reid stated that be-
cause of the suspect’s
threats and previous ac-
tions, he requested the
assistance of the Colum-
bia County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (CCSO). Mark
Hunter of CCSO, after
receiving the mutual aid
request from Reid, im-
mediately dispatched
his SWAT team and
Hostage Negotiations
Unit to the scene.
Hostage negotiators
spent several hours
speaking to the suspect
in an attempt to peace-
fully end the situation.

Reports state that
around 7 a.m. Sunday
morning, March 11, ne-
gotiators finally con-
vinced Croft Jr. to exit the
home unarmed and sur-
render to deputies. He
was taken into custody
without further incident. 

“No injuries were re-
ported to anyone during
this long event,” said
Reid.

Croft was charged
with aggravated assault
with a firearm, armed
kidnapping and posses-
sion of a firearm by a
convicted felon and
booked into the Hamil-
ton County Jail.

Reid, on behalf of
HCSO extended his
gratitude to CCSO and
Sheriff Hunter.

“The expertise that
CCSO brought to the
scene was a major factor
in this incident being re-
solved peacefully,” said
Reid.

Reid also thanked the
Jasper Police Depart-
ment, Genoa Volunteer
Fire Department and
Hamilton County EMS
for their professionalism
and assistance during
the standoff.

“The Hamilton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office
deputies exercised pa-
tience and excellent
judgment by not rush-
ing into a potentially life
threatening situation
during this tense and
prolonged event,” Reid
said. “The expertise of
all those on scene not
only prevented a citizen
or law enforcement offi-
cer from being injured,
but the suspect was able
to be taken into custody
without injury.”

11-HOUR STANDOFF
Continued From Page 1A

native Florida plants.
Visitors can listen to the
sounds of music as they
stroll through historic
downtown White
Springs.

This year’s event will
feature Kitty Tolson Car-
roll who will provide an
entertaining and educa-
tional birds of prey
demonstration featuring
the ancient art of falcon-

ry using free-flying fal-
cons, owls and hawks at
the Stephen Foster Folk
Culture Center State
Park. A special exhibit
of Florida’s legendary
Highwaymen artist R.L.
Lewis will be on display
at the Nature and Her-
itage Tourism Center.
Meet Mr. Lewis and
learn how the Highway-
men depict Florida’s
natural beauty through
their contemporary art

tradition.
The Wild Azalea Festi-

val kicks off Friday af-
ternoon, March 16 with
a guided hike along the
Suwannee River to view
the beautiful and aro-
matic wild azaleas
growing along the river
banks.  For additional
information about the
wild azalea hike or to
register call 386-397-
4461.

The Nature and Her-

itage Tourism Center is
located on CR 136 and
US 41 in downtown
White Springs. This
event is free. Admission
to the Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center
State Park is $5 per ve-
hicle, up to eight pas-
sengers. For more infor-
mation please call 386-
397-4331 or visit
www.floridastateparks.o
rg/stephenfoster .

12th Annual Wild Azalea Festival in White Springs
Continued From Page 1A

excess of 100 miles per
hour.

Justin Patrick Carey,
23, of Encinitas, Calif.,
was driving in excess of
90 mph on I-75 near the
11 mile marker in Geor-
gia, heading south into
Florida when Lowndes
County, Ga. deputies
tried to stop him.

“The vehicle registra-
tion was checked and it
was learned that the car
had been reported as
stolen to the Spotsylva-
nia County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in Virginia,” a

Lowndes County Sher-
iff’s report states.

Deputies pursued
Carey across the Florida
state line at speeds in ex-
cess of 100 mph. 

“Once in Florida, the
driver exited the inter-
state into the parking lot
of the Florida Welcome
Center and then at-
tempted to re-enter the
interstate but lost con-
trol, wrecking the vehi-
cle,” the report stated. 

Carey was arrested by
Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies and
booked into the Hamil-
ton County Jail.

High speed chase
ends in arrest
Continued From Page 1A

Shortelle moderated the
meeting. Houder and
Tanzler each made a
brief presentation re-
garding shared re-
sources, shared con-
cerns, the Floridan
Aquifer, the Florida-
Georgia Coordination
incepted in 2008, shared
science and sharing so-
lutions through the
North Florida Regional
Water Supply Partner-
ship.

The goal of the meet-
ing was to set parame-
ters and explain what
the three agencies antici-
pated from a Stakehold-
er Committee. One rep-
resentative from six in-
dustries and from each
water management dis-
trict will be selected
from public water sup-
ply, commercial/power
generation, industri-
al/mining, agriculture,
environmental interest
groups and local gov-
ernment, for a total of a
12 member committee.

During public com-
ment Wellborn resident
Tim Williams, and repre-
sentative of the political
action committee
Suwannee Progress,
questioned the panel
and asked why there
was no one on the list
representing tourism.

“Tourism is dramati-
cally important to all of

North Florida, especially
as it relates to our natur-
al resources. I encourage
you to include tourism,”
Williams said.

Many members of the
audience agreed and
commented that the
number of people on the
panel did not seem to be
enough.

Shortelle responded to
them that this was just
the beginning, “we have
to start somewhere.” She
also mentioned that after
the committee was
formed that it could ex-
pand to accommodate or
represent more stake-
holders within the water
districts. She warned
though that the number
of members on the panel
needed to be a manage-
able number of members
in order to accomplish
the goals.

She went on to explain
the criteria of the repre-
senting members from
each stakeholder group.
Shortell said that the
people on the committee
must be representative
of more than just one
agency and have the
ability to speak for more
than just one point of
view. She used water
supply as an example, if
the person just repre-
sented one utility com-
pany, he or she may not
be best suited, but if
they represented a
group of utilities that

met regularly to share
ideas they would be rep-
resentative of a group
with more than one in-
terest.

The interested appli-
cant must fill out an ap-
plication and submit it
to his or her water man-
agement district. The
deadline for applying is
April 6. The committee
members will be ap-
pointed by the two dis-
tricts and the DEP in
May. The applications
may be found online at
NorthFloridaWater.com. 

During public com-
ment, Lafayette County
Commissioner Jack Byrd
addressed the audience
and the panel regarding
agriculture and the dif-
ferent conservation
methods being used,
such as misters and drip
irrigation. 

“Our biggest problem
is this water that’s com-
ing out of the ground
and never a drop of it is
going back into the
aquifer,” said Byrd.
“That’s the water we got
to stop. If it’s a bottling
plant or the water that’s
going to JEA. Our agri-
culture, yes sir, we got to
have that because we
can’t wait until we run
out and then depend on
these other countries to
feed our country.”  

Jim Lloyd from Hatch
Bend expressed his con-
cern about the water lev-

els in the area. He said
that 40 percent of the re-
gion that uses the Flori-
dan Aquifer is north of
the two water districts
and that the two dis-
tricts only represent
about 25 percent of the
region. 

“My conclusion is we
are pulling water out of
the bath tub a lot faster
than we are putting it in.
We’re continuing to find
more ways to pull it
out,” Lloyd said. “We
can’t solve it in just these
two water districts.
We’re not going to shut
down the agriculture
and most of the usages,
each one in themselves
are very justifiable. We
are going to have to find
ways to get more water
and we don’t need to do,
in my mind, a huge
amount of minimum
flow studies and spring
levels and all that. We
need to go after finding
ways to get it and how
to do it some sort of rea-
sonably economic way.”   

Houder said he was
pleased with the meet-
ing. 

“We got the range of
comments that I would
kind of expect,” he said.
“I’m very pleased with
what we got. We’ve got
some work to do, but in
terms of what we were
hoping to accomplish
tonight, I think we did
that.”

Concerns raised at packed  joint water meeting
Continued From Page 1A

working one year at Oc-
cidental Chemical Com-
pany (now known as
PCS) in White Springs,
he enrolled at Stetson
University College of
Law where he graduat-
ed first in his class.

After obtaining his
law degree, Payne im-
mediately began practic-
ing in the Third Circuit
with the law firm of Dar-
by, Peele, Bowdoin &
Payne, where he re-
mained for 27 years. Al-

though his practice fo-
cused on civil and crimi-
nal litigation, he also
served as city attorney
for the city of Jasper and
assistant city attorney
for the city of Lake City.

In 2010, Payne joined
the Third Circuit Public
Defender’s Office as the
circuit court division
chief for the Lake City
office. In this position,
he supervises felony di-
vision attorneys, repre-
sents individuals
charged with serious of-
fenses and handles capi-

tal murder cases
throughout the seven-
county circuit.  

Payne has served on
the Third Circuit Judicial
Nominating Commis-
sion and currently
serves as chair of the
Third Circuit Grievance
Committee. He is a
member of the Florida
Public Defenders Asso-
ciation Death Penalty
Steering Committee,
which formulates train-
ing programs for
lawyers in both the pri-
vate and public sectors.

He is also a frequent
guest lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Florida Col-
lege of Law and is a
leader in the James C.
Adkins Inn of Court.

“If elected, my goal is
to provide legal repre-
sentation as required by
the Constitution as eco-
nomically and efficiently
as possible,” said Payne.
“I believe my manage-
ment experience from
over 25 years in the pri-
vate sector will be in-
valuable in meeting this
goal.”

Payne seeks office of Third Judicial Circuit Public Defender
Continued From Page 1A

Hamilton County, FL-Supervi-
sor of Elections Laura Dees, is
now accepting applications for
the Florida State Association of
Supervisors of Elections (FSASE)
Scholarship. Applications and
guidelines can be accessed on-
line at www.hamiltonvotes.com,
by selecting the FSASE Scholar-
ship Application link on our

homepage or by contacting the
office at 386-792-1426.  Appli-
cants must be a registered voter,
completed junior college/under-
graduate work and be enrolled
or accepted as a full-time stu-
dent in a Florida University. Ap-
plications are due in the Hamil-
ton County Supervisor's office
by March 19, 2012.  Supervisor

Dees will personally interview
applicants; she will then select
one finalist from Hamilton
County.  That application will be
sent to the FSASE Scholarship
Committee to be considered.
Application guidelines are set by
the FSASE Committee not the lo-
cal Supervisor of Elections of-
fice.

FSASE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS



Over the years work-
ing with individuals to
reach their health and fit-
ness goals I can’t tell you
how many people I’ve
seen give up on them-
selves because every-
thing didn’t fall perfectly
into place. So, it is very
motivating to see an in-
dividual who made up
their mind to never quit.

Scarlett Wheeler came
to me in June of 2011.
Her initial goals were to
lose weight, feel
stronger, improve her
low back pain (of which
she constantly suffered),
and to increase her ener-
gy. "Between 10 a.m. and
2 p.m. I am very tired
and work and feel aw-
ful,” Scarlett shared with
me during our consulta-
tion.

By August of 2011 life
was beginning to get in
the way of her exercise
(Scarlett also has a young
son and a full time job).
After several unfortu-
nate incidents of her get-
ting sick, her son, and
her husband; the stresses
of life began to accumu-
late and Scarlett ex-
pressed she needed a
break.

On Jan. 16 of this year

Scarlett was ready to re-
turn, feeling more moti-
vated and rejuvenated
than before! From Janu-
ary to March Scarlett hit
the ground running. She
began applying all com-
ponents we had worked
to modify before-and
this time with much
more success and confi-
dence. She began doing
cardio on her lunch
break at the prison,
something I commend
her for. Even more in-
spiring Scarlett motivat-
ed her husband Brett to
begin making healthier
choices leading to signif-
icant weight loss. She
rarely has back issues,
and has learned the im-
portance of dynamic and
functional movement
during her everyday life:
how to pick up her grow-
ing son with proper form
to decrease torque on her
lumbar spine for exam-
ple.

In this 6 week period
Scarlett lost 14 pounds,
8.35 inches, and 8.35 per-
cent body fat. She is now
training on her own and
feels comfortable with
developing and imple-
menting a successful
program. Scarlett's story

is one of my favorites.
She exemplifies "life hap-
pens"; many times we
expect changes to occur
quickly, in a linear-unin-
terrupted-fashion. Her
story shows us some-
times we have to take a
break, take care of work,
ourselves, our family;
but that doesn't mean we
have to quit. It absolutely
doesn't mean everything
we did originally was for
nothing. When Scarlett
came back she was
MORE able to imple-
ment change than before.
Armed with a strong un-
derstanding of how to
successfully implement
healthy lifestyle choices,
she is confident in pro-
ceeding on her own
terms, AND-has moti-
vated her husband to do
the same.

I hope Scarlett’s story
motivates you not only
to understand the
process of adopting a
healthy lifestyle is just
that-a process. Whether
you get there next
month or next year
doesn’t really matter.
What does matter is you
learn what works for
you. You learn to love
yourself more by caring

for your body, exercis-
ing, and making healthy
food choices.  You learn
you have the power to
influence others through
your own journey. Want
to inspire? Be inspiring!
Thanks again Mrs. Scar-
lett Wheeler, you are an
inspiration!

“Effort only releases its
reward when a person
refuses to quit.”

~Napolean Hill
~Beth Harris, CSCS,

CHFS
*For more inspira-

tional stories visit
www.balanceurbody.net
/testimonials*
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Miss Azalea contest.  There are plenty of details else-
where in this and other newspapers and I won’t re-
peat them, but I will give you some news that you
may not know about and I’ll share with you what I
really like about the festival.  I enjoy all of the events
at the festival but overall what I really like the best is
the energy level, the vibes if you will, that is so per-
vasive throughout the day.  The feeling of communi-
ty is strong and the sense that White Springs is a spe-
cial place is stronger than ever.  Even though there
will be a lot of visitors, you won’t meet any strangers
that day.  Everyone feels like they are part of the
community.  What some folks don’t know is that the
Adams country store, full of amazing antique trea-
sures, will be open to visitors.  Step into the store and
you will take a step back in time that is a very pleas-
ant adventure.  Many thanks to the owner Raymond

T
here is a lot going
on this weekend
and if you stay at

home and watch TV you
are going to deprive
yourself of some won-
derful fresh air and sun-
shine and a host of activ-
ities that are going on
here in the always vi-
brant town of White

Cheshire for his loving restoration of this beautiful
historic building that we almost lost to the ravages of
time and neglect.  At the festival site the streets and
sidewalks have even been repaved!  So come and
bring the family to our Wild Azalea Festival, it’s fun,
it’s fabulous and it’s free!

Down the road at the Suwannee Hardware store
the monthly swap meet will be going on.  It’s always
a great place to look for treasures and bargains but it
is bigger and better than ever on the Wild Azalea
Festival weekend.  This week’s swap meet is a
fundraiser for the Whit Springs Fire Department too,
and I can’t think of a finer cause to support.

Then go a little more down the road to Ogburn
field to the Kids Zone where there will be a lot of ac-
tivities for the young folks, sponsored in part by the
White Springs Police Department.  I’m told that
there will be a booth where you will get a chance to
“Dunk a Cop”.  Now, although I believe that we
should always show respect to our fine law officers,
this is an opportunity I would not want to pass up!

Back at the Wild Azalea Festival sight, toward the
end of the day the duck race will take place and you
will have a chance to win some awesome prizes if
your duck wins the race.  Duck race tickets will be
for sale throughout the day.

The Festival will be over around 5PM but the day’s
adventure won’t be over yet.  If you are hankering
for a little night life you can go over to the Telford
Hotel for dinner and then stay to enjoy the White
Springs Folk Club final concert of the season, featur-
ing the extraordinary Scott and Michelle Dalziel.
Winner of many awards at various festivals
throughout the country, Scott and Michelle were a
favorite of the Folk Club audience when they were
here two years ago so they were invited back.  The
performance starts at 7:30PM but it is best to show
up early to assure yourself a seat or even better to
call for reservations at 386-269-0056.  There is a sug-
gested artist donation of $12.50 and all you have to
do to be a member of the White Springs Folk Club is
show up and have a good time!

So there you have it.  There is no excuse to sit
home and say there is nothing to do because there is
always something to do in White Springs but this
Saturday may indeed be one of the best ever!  I hope
to see you there, enjoying the sights and sounds of
life in White Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

Springs.  I will try, in my own earnest but sometimes
feeble way, to give you a hint of the treasures you
might experience if you come to White Springs this
Saturday, March 17th.  First of all I’ll mention the
Wild Azalea Festival, which has already received a
good bit of coverage about the arts and crafts, the
spectacular food, the great music, the amazing birds
of prey exhibit, and of course the adorable Little

726815dsv
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  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $300 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup

 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

 AGENDA
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 Room 112 - Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street
  Jasper, Florida 

 MEETING DATE: MARCH 6, 2012 
 THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM THE 
 BEGINNING OF THE MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME. HOWEVER, THE TIME CERTAIN 
 ITEMS LISTED WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE AT THE SPECIFIED TIME. 

 LISTED ITEMS 
 1) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC - UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*)
 2) CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL 
 3) REPORT ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORTS AND REQUESTS
 4) SPECIAL ELECTION - SLOT MACHINES
 5) WHITE SPRINGS LIBRARY PROJECTS
 6) APPROVE BILLS 
 7) CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 8) ADJOURN 

 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS 
 9:00 A.M. - CALL TO ORDER - INVOCATION - PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 9:05 A.M. - 2010 CDBG PROGRAM UPDATES AND REQUESTS
 9:10 A.M. - LAND USE AND SHIP PROGRAM UPDATES AND REQUESTS
 9:15 A.M. - COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS - STATUS REPORT AND RREQUESTS
 9:20 A.M. -  PUBLIC HEARING - SW 69 TH  BOULEVARD - ORIDANCE SETTING MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT 
 9:25 A.M. -  PUBLIC HEARING - SW 55 TH  DRIVE - ORIDANCE SETTING MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT
 10:00 A.M. - LANDFILL ISSUES - FRANK DARABI

 DUE TO PUBLICATON DEADLINE, THIS WILL NOT CONTAIN ALL MATTERS BEFORE THE 
 BOARD. A COMPLETE COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M. FROM 
 THE OFFICE OF CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA, ON 
 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2012. 

 Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the 
 subject matter of their appearance before the Board not later than Tuesday prior to the 
 Board Meeting the following Tuesday. 

 (*) NOTICE: Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County 
 Commissioners, not having given notice in time to be included and shown on the Agenda, 
 and desiring to make a presentation, will be limited to five (5) minutes, in the interest of 
 meeting time. The Board of County Commissioners will hear and listen to persons 
 appearing whose subject has not been shown on the agenda; however, action by the Board 
 on any such matter can only be taken upon determination of an emergency situation. Any 
 identifiable group of three (3) persons or more shall be limited to a total of ten (10) 
 minutes per topic. 

 In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person 
 decides to appeal any decision made by the Board, agency or commission, with respect to 
 proceedings and that, for such purpose, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record 
 of the proceedings is made, which record includes testimony and evidence upon which the 
 appeal is based. 

 NOTIFICATION: IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, 
 PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMODATION FOR ATTENDANCE 
 AT THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, ROOM 106, 207 
 NORTHEAST FIRST STREET, JASPER, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT 
 LATER THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS. IF HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD 
 (386) 792-0857. 

 NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2012 AT 6:00 P.M. 
 728054jrv

The town of White
Springs will be holding
an election on April 24
for three council seat va-
cancies. Qualifying ends
at noon on March 20 and
books close for the elec-
tion on March 27. 

Candidates, who must
be registered voters in
Hamilton County and
physically reside in
White Springs, can pick
up their packets from
town clerk Shirley
Heath.

Election
Reminder

Healthy Living ~Beth Harris, CSCS, CHFS

bethharrisfitness@gmail.com

A true story

Downed power
line causes fire,

Page 7A
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OPINION

Last month, at a Raeford, N.C., ele-
mentary school, a teacher confiscated
the lunch of a 5-year-old girl because
it didn't meet U.S. Department of
Agriculture guidelines and therefore
was deemed nonnutritious. She re-
placed it with school cafeteria chicken
nuggets. The girl's home-prepared
lunch was nutritious; it consisted of a
turkey and cheese sandwich, potato
chips, a banana and apple juice. But
whether her lunch was nutritious or
not is not the issue. The issue is gov-
ernmental usurpation of parental au-
thority.

In a number of states, pregnant
teenage girls may be given abortions
without the notification or the permis-
sion of parents. The issue is neither
abortion nor whether a pregnant
teenager should have an abortion.
The issue is this: What gives the gov-
ernment the authority to usurp
parental authority?

Part of the problem is that people
who act as instruments of govern-
ment do not pay a personal price for
usurping parental authority. The rea-
son is Americans, unlike Americans

of yesteryear,
have become
timid and, as
such, come to ac-
cept all manner
of intrusive gov-
ernmental acts.
Can you imagine
what a rugged
American, such
as one portrayed
by John Wayne, would have done to a
government tyrant who confiscated
his daughter's lunch or facilitated her
abortion without his permission?

I believe that the anti-tobacco move-
ment partially accounts for today's
compliant American. Tobacco zealots
started out with "reasonable" de-
mands, such as the surgeon general's
warning on cigarette packs. Then they
demanded nonsmoking sections on
airplanes. Emboldened by that suc-
cess, they demanded no smoking at
all on airplanes and then airports and
then restaurants and then workplaces
-- all in the name of health. Seeing the
compliant nature of smokers, they've
moved to ban smoking on beaches, in

parks and on sidewalks
in some cities. Now
they're calling for high-
er health insurance pre-
miums for smokers.
Had the tobacco zealots
demanded their full
agenda when they
started out, they would

not have achieved
anything.

Using the anti-
tobacco crusade
as their template
and finding
Americans so
compliant, zealots
and would-be
tyrants are ex-
tending their

agenda. Why not control what we
eat? San Francisco, Chicago and sev-
eral other cities have outlawed or are
seeking to outlaw serving foie gras in
restaurants. Here's my challenge to
these people: Don't be a coward and
use the state to accomplish your agen-
da. If you see Williams eating foie
gras, just come up and take it off his
plate.

Other food tyrants want to stop us
from eating Dove and Haagen-Dazs
ice cream, Mrs. Fields cookies and
McDonald's Chicken McNuggets. San
Francisco has already banned McDon-
ald's from selling Happy Meals with
toys in them as sales pitches to chil-
dren. Seeing San Franciscan compli-
ance may have been the source of in-
spiration for the North Carolina
schoolteacher who took the 5-year-old
girl's lunch.

Americans have become compliant
in nation-crippling ways. Over the
past several years, gasoline prices
have been shooting through the roof,
but not to worry. President Barack

Obama's current secretary of energy,
Steven Chu, said in December 2008,
"Somehow we have to figure out how
to boost the price of gasoline to the
levels in Europe." That translates to $8
or $9 a gallon. During a recent hear-
ing on the Department of Energy's
budget, Rep. Alan Nunnelee, R-Miss.,
asked Secretary Chu whether it is the
DOE's "overall goal" to lower gasoline
prices. "No," Chu responded. "The
overall goal is to decrease our depen-
dency on oil, to build and strengthen
our economy."

Because Americans are so compli-
ant and willing to suffer silently at the
gasoline pump, the Obama adminis-
tration is willing to press on as hand-
maidens of environmental extremists
who want to halt the exploration of
our country's vast oil supplies, which
are estimated to be triple those of
Saudi Arabia. The Obama administra-
tion would rather pour more taxpayer
dollars into risky alternative crony en-
ergy suppliers and electric cars. The
OPEC nations have to be laughing at
us, and I wouldn't be surprised if it
were revealed that they are making
under-the-table payments to environ-
mental wackos.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Compliant Americans
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~

1075729719

 Calico Spring Calico Spring Calico Spring Arts &  Craft Show Arts &  Craft Show Arts &  Craft Show
 Saturday, March 17 

 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.
 Sunday, March 18 

 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
 Over 300 booths of handmade 
 arts and crafts Exhibitors from 

 throughout the Southeast 
 Inside &  Outside Exhibitors - 

 Food Court Clogging 
 Performances both days.

 Spence Field ~ Moultrie,  GA
 (Sunbelt Expo Site)

 4 Miles SE of Hwy 319 on HWY  133 $5 per person $5 per person $5 per person
 Children 12 and under are 

 free with an adult
 NO  PETS  ALLOWED

 Free Parking

 For More Information
 (229) 985-1968

 info@calicocrafts.com
 www.calicocrafts.com

 726916crv
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
The town of White Springs is gearing up for

the 2012 Little Miss Azalea Contest.
Contestants are encouraged to stop by town

hall to fill out an application. Each contestant
must be between the ages of 3 and 10 years old
and must live in Hamilton, Suwannee or Co-
lumbia counties.

The crowning will take place on March 17 at 2
p.m. adjacent to the Nature and Heritage
Tourism Center on the day of the 2012 Wild
Azalea Festival.

First prize winner will receive a $500 Savings
Bond. Second prize winner will take home a
$200 Savings Bond and Third prize winner will
receive a $50 Savings Bond.

Each participant in the contest will receive a
trophy.

For more information or to pick up an appli-
cation, please call White Springs Town Hall at
386-397-2310.

LAKE CITY, FL – Thousands of prescriptions go
unfilled simply because they are too expensive to fill.
But free FamilyWize prescription discount cards,
provided by United Way of Suwannee Valley, ad-
dress this problem. For the year of 2011, this part-
nership saved residents $77,572 by cutting the cost of
medicines by an average of 35 percent.

“The cost of a prescription really shouldn’t be a
factor, but more and more we’re finding the high
price of medicine means people have to make a
choice. They can either fill a prescription or put food
on the table and keep a roof over their head,” said
Jenn Sawyer, 2-1-1 and information and referral spe-
cialist at United Way of Suwannee Valley. Family-
Wize free prescription cards save an average of $20
per prescription. Those savings often times mean the
difference between taking a medicine or skipping
it.”

United Way of Suwannee Valley is part of a na-
tionwide grassroots effort in conjunction with Fami-
lyWize Community Service Partnership. The free
cards are accepted at 95 percent of pharmacies na-
tionwide, including all major chains. Using a card to
save on prescriptions doesn’t require enrollment or
personal information, so they’re ready to use the
minute you receive one, according to Dan Barnes,
co-chair of FamilyWize.

“This helps people who have no insurance the
most, but it can also help people with insurance if it
doesn’t cover their medicine,” said Barnes. “It’s easy,
like using a coupon. Just take it to your local phar-
macist, and they’ll know exactly what to do to auto-
matically apply all the savings available to you.”

Miss Azalea
contest

United Way of
Suwannee Valley

SEE UNITED, PAGE 10A
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ADVENT CHRISTIAN

BAPTIST (Southern)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
N.W . 15th Avenue Jasper

Rev. W ayne Sullivan
Sunday

Sunday School......................10:00 a.m .
M orning W orship..................11:00 a.m .

W ednesday
Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m .

717860-F

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

792-2275
Pastor: Steve Shaw

Sunday
Sunday School....................10:00 a.m .
M orning W orship.................11:00 a.m .
Children’s Church................11:00 a.m .
Church Training.....................6:00 p.m .
Evening W orship...................7:00 p.m .

W ednesday
Prayer M eeting......................7:00 p.m .
Youth Ignited/Youth M inistry7:00 p.m .

1/2 m ile East on Hw y. 6, Jasper, Fl 32052

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
“W here Friends becom e Fam ily”

207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
Pastor: Roger Hutto

Sunday
Sunday School............................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship......................11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.........................6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Supper........................................6:00 p.m.
Children, Youth & Adult Programs6:30 p.m.

717850-F

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
SR 6 W est, 6592 NW  48th St., 

 Jennings, FL 32053
938-5611

 Pastor: Jeff Cordero

Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship, Youth Happening, 
RA’s, GA’s........................................6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Supper..............................................6:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting, Discipleship class for adults, 
Youth actvities, Children’s 
Choirs.................................................6:30 p.m.

Van pick-up upon request
717856-F

CHURCH OF CHRIST
N.W . 3rd St., Jasper

Bldg.: 792-2277
Sunday

Sunday School............................9:30 a.m .
M orning W orship.......................10:30 a.m .
Evening W orship.........................6:00 p.m .

W ednesday
Evening........................................6:00 p.m .

717824-F

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

4520 NW  CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
 938-1265

Pastor: Johnny Brow n
Sunday

Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m .
W orship.......................................11:00 a.m .
Evening Service............................6:00 p.m .

W ednesday
Kids’ Program ...............................6:15 p.m .

717819-F

To list your 
church on our 

church directory, 
please call Brenda 
at 1-800-525-4182

CATHOLIC CHURCH
ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Three m iles north of Jasper U.S. 41

P.O . Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live O ak, FL

(386) 364-1108
Saturday M ASS 4:00 p.m .

717846-F

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

204 N.W . 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258
Pastor: Alexandria Hedrick

SUNDAY
Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m .
W orship Service..........................11:00 a.m .

W EDNESDAY
Prayer in Fellow ship Hall..............9:00 a.m .
Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m .

717818-F

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
Pastor - Dale Am es

Phone - 386-792-1122
Sunday

Sunday School.............................9:45 a.m .
M orning W orship........................11:00 a.m .

W ednesday
Bible Study...................................4:45 p.m .
Choir Practice...............................6:00 p.m .

Fam ily N ight D inner 3rd W ednesday
Clothes C loset 4th Saturday 1-5pm

717823-F

METHODIST

717852-F

BAPTIST (Southern)

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 729866

 Lost Female Chihuahua
 in the Roma Road area
  in Jasper, FL. Answers 

 to Honey. Honey colored 
 with some white. 

 Call 386-792-3434  729
483

Rupert Whitehead Sr.
April 29, 1936 - 
March 6, 2012

Rupert White-
head Sr., age 75,
of Jennings, Fla.

passed away Tuesday,
March 6, 2012 at his
home following a
lengthy illness. Mr.
Whitehead was born on
April 29, 1936 to the late
Carlos and Lillie Korne-
gay Whitehead. He
served his county in the
United States Air Force.
Mr. Whitehead  retired
from Timco Aviation
(Aero Corp) in Lake
City, Fla. He was a long-
time resident of Jennings
and was a member of
Jennings Missionary
Baptist Church. 
Survivors include his

wife of 49 years, Peggie
Sauls Whitehead, Jen-
nings; two sons, Rupert
“Rudy” Whitehead, Jr.
(Kay), Lake Park, Ga.
and Tracey Allen White-
head (Misty), Jennings,
Fla..; three grandchil-
dren, Katie, Tripp and
Gabriel; two step grand-
children, Hunter and
BayLeigh; three great
grandchildren, Brianna,
Gavin and Brody; a spe-
cial niece and nephew,
Megan and Rickey
Eudy.
Memorial services

were held Saturday,
March 10, 2012 at Jen-
nings Missionary Baptist
Church with Pastor
Spencer Smith-Corbett
officiating.
In lieu of flowers con-

tributions may be made
to Jennings Missionary
Baptist Church, P.O. Box

1676,  Jennings, FL.
32053.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home was in charge of
immediate arrange-
ments.

Ollie E. Young (Smith-
Sandlin) Allison

March 7, 2012

Ollie E. Young
(Smith-Sandlin)
Allison, age 92,

of Jasper, Fla., passed
away Wednesday,
March 7, 2012 at Lake
City Medical Center fol-
lowing a brief illness.
Ms. Allison was born in
Fargo, Georgia to the
late Peter Aaron Young
and Mary Estelle Kirk-
land Young. She moved
to Jasper 11 years ago
from Marianna, Fla.
where she was a home-
maker and private duty
caregiver.
Survivors include five

children, Betty Smith
Knolla, Jasper, Fla.,
Martha Smith Morgan,
Jasper, Fla., Beverly
Smith, Lake City, Fla.
Rebecca Sandlin Pelleti-
er, Los Angeles, Calif.,
and William Preston
Sandlin, III, Washington,
D.C.; 18 grandchildren,
numerous great grand-
children and great great
grandchildren.
Memorial services will

be held at a later date.
Memorial contribu-

tions may be made to
Haven Hospice, 6037
West U.S. Hwy 90, Lake
City, FL. 32055.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Zoey, Ronnie and Ethan Layton would like to in-
vite you to the upcoming wedding of their mother
Theresa Layton to Jay Creech. Theresa is a 1999
Suwannee High graduate and is currently employed
as a certified pharmacy technician at Winn-Dixie
pharmacy. Jay is a 1989 Suwannee High graduate
and is currently employed at PCS in White Springs.
The wedding will be held on March 31, 2012 at 6

p.m. at Rosemary Baptist Church with reception to
follow at the Live Oak Armory. 
No local invitations will be sent. All friends and

family are invited to attend.

By Angie Land

What disturbs you?
Long lines? Careless dri-
vers? Last minute
change of plans? Oddly
enough, what we are
disturbed by can tell us
(and others) a lot more
about our character than
the things we overlook.
Webster’s dictionary de-
fines the word 1) to stir;
move 2) to cause devia-
tion; interfere with; dis-
rupt 3) To agitate; trou-
ble; perplex 4) To put
out; inconvenience.  We
know all too well what
this feels like!  I want us
to dig into these defini-
tions a bit this week and
see what we can learn re-
garding this natural ten-
dency to be disturbed…
Meanwhile, as Ne-

hemiah leaves Susa for
Jerusalem, he runs
smack into the first hint
of opposition.  Never re-
ally takes long does it?
Things had been going
according to plan nicely:
the king had surely
shown Nehemiah favor
in granting not only his
request to go to
Jerusalem, but also to
provide a military escort
to ensure safe passage,
as well as timber from
the King’s forest to make
beams for the gates.

However, as Nehemiah
came to the region north
of Judea, called Samaria,
he encountered Sanbal-
lat the Horonite and To-
biah the Ammonite offi-
cial.  History tells us that
Sanballat was the gover-
nor of Samaria, and To-
biah was probably the
ruler over Ammon,
which was east of Judea.
The scriptures give a bit
more insight:
“When Sanballat the

Horonite and Tobiah the
Ammonite official heard
about this, they were
very much disturbed
that someone had come
to promote the welfare
of the Israelites.” (Ne-
hemiah 2:10, NIV)
Doesn’t this beg the

question, “Why?”  Ac-
cording to the report Ne-
hemiah received in
Chapter One concerning
the condition of the Jews
living in Jerusalem, why
would anyone be dis-
turbed that they were
being helped?  The Old
Testament Lexical Aides
offers more perspective
on the definition of dis-
turbed:  “To do evil,
harm, be wicked; De-
notes activity contrary to
God’s will and an atti-
tude that rejects God’s
authority.  This charac-
terizes those who lack

understanding and de-
liberately plan to hurt
others, even habitually
and compulsively.”
Does this description ap-
ply to Sanballat and To-
biah?  Right off the top
we can confirm their atti-
tude is one that rejects
God’s authority.  God
had given Nehemiah the
task of rebuilding the
wall to offer protection
to the exiles living in
Jerusalem, and they did-
n’t like it.  Their personal
agenda, an issue of pow-
er, seemed to include
keeping Jerusalem weak,
so that Samaria and Am-
mon could keep the up-
per hand.
The real question

is…does this description
apply to you and me?
Does God’s authority
disturb us when it inter-
feres with our personal
goals?  Does any activity
we participate in run
contrary to God’s will?
Are we bothered when
we see God’s blessings
come to another?  Do we
ever deliberately plan to
sabotage the plans and
success of others?  The
cold, hard truth is “yes.”
We all have… or at least
thought some of these
thoughts.  Earlier, I re-
ferred to these tenden-
cies as “natural,” and

they are just that.  Only
the supernatural work-
ing of the Spirit of God
can align our desires
with God’s and give us
the mind of Christ.  This
will result in our relin-
quishing the struggle for
power, so we can wish
the best for others and
cheer over their success-
es, instead of being dis-
turbed… 

Because Every Heart
Matters, Angie

Heart Matters is a
weekly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries of the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
seling to individuals,
couples and families.
Contact Angie with
questions or comments
at angieland3@wind-
stream.net

The Hyssongs will be presenting a concert
of gospel music at Bethel Creek Baptist
Church located at 8945 N. CR 53 in Mayo,
Fla., on Sunday, March 25 at 6 p.m.
The Hyssongs travel full-time throughout

the United States and Canada using the pow-
erful medium of music. Dell, Susan and
Richard Hyssong encourage and delight au-
diences wherever they appear with their
family vocal harmony, lively energetic style,
humor and brass instruments (trumpet and
trombone). This award winning trio consis-
tently has top 40 songs on the radio charts.
They perform more than 250 times each year
in churches, auditoriums, gospel cruises (as
well as television and radio). During the last
two years, they have sung more than 12
times at Dollywood, have been featured in
Singing News and appeared on the cover of
Christian Voice Magazine.

Creech/Layton wedding 

Heart Matters 
Nehemiah #4

Hyssongs to
perform at Bethel
Creek in Mayo

Currently, 19 percent of
Floridians and 27 percent of
Hamilton County residents do
not have a high school diploma
or GED. High School dropouts
were more than twice as likely to
be living in poverty as high
school graduates. Seventy-four
percent of dropouts spend one
or more years in poverty be-
tween the ages of 25-75. (U.S.
Census)
If you are interested in obtain-

ing your High School Diploma
please take the step to maximize
your future and contact the
Hamilton County VTAE School.
The Hamilton County Adult

Education classes can help you
complete your goal. Hamilton
County Adult Education classes
offer a flexible schedule with
both day and night classes avail-
able. Not only do we offer op-
tions to fit your busy schedule,
but you will be provided the ser-

vices of our Career Pathway
Coach, Leslie Carter. Your per-
sonal career coach will help you
meet your educational goals,
look for financial aid, search for
a job, write a resume and cover
letter, and prepare for your fu-
ture no matter the path you plan
to follow.  For more information
please contact Rex Mitchell or
Evelyn Davis at 386-792-7829 or
via email rex.mitchell@hamil-
tonfl.com.

Hamilton County adult education classes
Your road to success

Around the
banks of the
Suwannee
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GREAT NEWS:  Mr.
and Mrs. Richard
Heath Allen,Jr. (Ash-
leigh) are pleased to an-
nounce the birth of
their son, Rhett Heath
Allen, born Friday, Jan-
uary 6, 2012, at South
Georgia Medical Cen-
ter; Valdosta, GA.

Rhett weighed in at 5
lbs, 4 z, and ws 18 inch-
es long.

Grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Richard
Heath Allen, Sr. (Gina)
of Butler, GA; Mr and
Mrs. L. J. Chambers of
Douglas, GA. and Dou-
glas Lleigh McGauley
of Jasper.FL.

Great Grandparents
are Sylvia Chambers
and the late Gene
Chambers of Douglas,
GA.; Mr. and Mrs. Ger-
ry Lewis (Margaret)
and Gloria McGauley
and the late Leon Mc-
Gauley of Jasper, FL.

Great Great Grand-
mother is Virginia
Davis MacFarlane of
Jasper.

Rhett attended
church on Sunday with
his mother and great-
grandparents, Margaret
and Gerry Lewis, and
the minister announced
that he is 6th genera-
tion of the family who
has attended and been
a part of First Presby-
terian Church, Jasper.

It was a wonderful day.
I am still having trou-

ble getting in sync with
the new time, but do
manage to get plenty of
sleep.    A new neighbor
said she was awakened
by the school buses on
Monday, and I recalled
that when I was at
SVNC I would hear the
buses leave the bus
garage across the street,
so guess I was accus-
tomed to this noise, but
the garbage trucks do
come early on their
days and that does
make a lot of noise, oh,
well, life is full of
changes, keeps life in-
teresting.

Those attending
Woman's Club last
week were treated to a
trip to Africa, by film,
presented by Ricki
Kennedy.  It was a sur-
prise,  Really beautiful,
the animals, scenery,
and very interesting the
way Ricki presented
and explained the trip.  

The Father/Daughter
Dance was held at the
Clubhouse, the pro-
ceeds going to support
Relay for Life.  The
Club is planning Chick-
en Pileau lunch/yard
sale in the near future
and we will keep you
posted on time and
date.  If you participat-
ed in the last one, you
know it was delicious
and fun,  

Speaking of RELAY
FOR LIFE, we will keep
reminding you, the first
Saturday in April,
starating at noon, until

Sunday morning wor-
ship service at 7 a.m.
We still need help, es-
pecially entertainment,
There is a lot of talent in
our area and we hope
you will decide to help
keep activity going by
sharing your talents
with the community.
Barbara Butler (David)
is heading the Relay in
Hamilton County this
year and asks for any
contribution, in any
form, to help Hamilton
County make a good
showing for this event. 

We attended the
Teacher, Employee and
Staff awards program
on Monday and it was
a great afternoon of
honoring teachers, staff
and employees of our
school system, who
give of their time and
talents to help our stu-
dents.  It is always in-
spiring to have the Col-
or Guard from Hamil-
ton County HS to pre-
sent the flags, and the
Band performed  for
our pleasure, they did a
great job under the di-
rection of their new
band leader who has
only been working
with them a short time.
The refreshment table
was prepared and
served by the Culinary
Arts Department of the
High School.  

I need more news, let
me hear from you.

Lillian Norris - 
386-792-2151

norrislw@wind-
stream.net
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Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

termine whether or not
they are in support of
converting SHE into a
public charter school.
The action was prompt-
ed by the school board's
decision on Jan. 24 to
close SHE if Central
Hamilton Elementary
(CHE) does not exit in-
tervene status at the end
of this school year, and
to bus SHE students to
CHE, thereby combining
the two elementary
schools. This decision
was a reversal of an ear-
lier board decision in Oc-
tober 2011 to do the op-
posite by transferring
CHE students to SHE.

CHE is in their second
year of intervene by the
Florida Department of
Education (DOE) for re-
ceiving a failing school
grade of F two years in a
row and must receive a
C grade on FCAT this
year in order to exit in-
tervene. The interven-
tion plan had to be sub-
mitted to the DOE by
Feb. 1.

Since receiving the let-
ter, school district offi-
cials have been grap-
pling with finding an-
swers to many questions
regarding the charter
school proposal, the
timelines/deadlines,
and all the ramifications
involved, including
teacher pay and benefits.

“As you well know,
the budget has been a
tremendous issue for us,
but the charter school is-
sue is separate from that
decision right now, even
though it would play a
big part down the line,”
said Butler. “My main
concern, right up front, is
that if 50 percent of the
teaching staff at South
Hamilton and 50 percent
of the parents choose to
go charter school, I want
them to have all the in-
formation they need to
make a wise decision,
because it could affect
the academic success of
our children and it can
affect the careers of our

people. If they choose to
do it, then, of course,
they’ll be a part of our
school district, as far as
being a public charter
school and we’ll support
them.”

Butler believes that
SHE parents are acting
on emotions because
they don’t want to see
their school closed and
she said she understands
and isn’t offended by
their actions.

“It’s an emotional
thing to even think about
losing a school that you
care about and that you
attended and your
grandfather attended,”
Butler said. “Change is
difficult. This is one of
the most difficult deci-
sions that I've had to
make, and I probably
could have taken an eas-
ier way out, but it's not
the right thing, so I'm go-
ing to do what's right.”

Butler said she, along
with Mitchell, Penner,
and Director of Adminis-
trative Services Philip
Pinello, traveled to Polk
County to speak with
two charter school ex-
perts there. Polk County
has 160 schools and
about 30 of them are
charter schools, Butler
said.

“Nine of them are con-
version charters,” Pen-
ner interjected.

“We asked a lot of
questions because this is
a new thing for all of us,”
said Butler.

Meanwhile, Adam
Miller, a charter school
specialist from the DOE
was asked to come speak
to SHE teachers and an-
swer their questions.
That meeting was held
on March 5 at SHE. But-
ler said she wasn't able
to be there, but Mitchell
was there, along with
Howell.

Butler said she wasn't
sure who requested
Miller to come to that
meeting, and that she
had already planned to
have him come speak to
everyone on March 15.
Even after the meeting,

Butler stated there were
still unanswered ques-
tions by teachers and
parents because Miller
was unable to answer
many of them. Butler is
scheduling a meeting
(date to be determined)
with two Polk County
charter school experts,
district staff, and SHE
parents and staff, in or-
der to continue the dis-
cussion and get absolute,
concrete answers before
the secret ballot process
is carried out.

“I want to be as trans-
parent as possible and I
want them to make accu-
rate decisions,” said But-
ler.

Butler said the school
board attorney had some
reservations about some
of Miller's answers, as
well.

“Mr. Miller, not inten-
tionally, perhaps made a
couple of incorrect state-
ments and I just want to
get some clarification,”
said Butler.

Mitchell said the
teachers asked Miller
many specific questions,
but some he couldn't an-
swer, such as teacher
pay. Those questions, he
said, won't be able to be
answered until whoever
is writing the charter
school application
makes those facts
known. Voter eligibility
was another question
asked. 

“If you read the law, it
says that only classroom
level teachers get to
vote,” said Mitchell. 

Media specialists,
guidance counselors,
paraprofessionals, custo-
dians and the principal
are not eligible to vote,
he said.

Mitchell also stated
there are a lot of school
choice options in the
county already, such as
home and virtual school-
ing, as well as the pro-
posed charter school,
and that all of those op-
tions have their own spe-
cific rules and regula-
tions.

“So many times our

Charter school proposal
Continued From Page 1A parents don't understand

those,” Mitchell said. “I
do home school, so a par-
ent will come in and say,
'I want to home school
my child,' so we go
through all the paper-
work and then the next
question is, 'When will
you send me a teacher
out to my house?' That's
not how home school
works,” he added.

Once the parent under-
stands, Mitchell said,
they often change their
mind.

“That's our whole
point about the charter,”
he said. “We're not
against the charter. We
want them to under-
stand, though, should
you go charter and
should you go employee,
or should the charter
close, do you know what
your options are?”

Certified teachers,
Mitchell said, can take
leave to go to a charter
school, but should they
decide to come back to
the district, they are not
guaranteed a specific
school or grade level,
and there may not be an
open position to be filled.
Others like administra-
tive personnel, custodi-
ans, lunchroom staff and
paraprofessionals cannot
simply come back be-
cause there are no ties
back to the district for
them.

“If there's an opening
they can apply for it just
like anyone else,” Penner
said.

Before the ballot
process begins, Penner
said teachers and parents
need to have something
in writing from the gov-
erning board of the char-
ter school that details
pay, benefits and teach-
ing criteria because it
could be much different
than what it is now.

Penner said that HCSD
would file the charter
school's FTE. As funding
is received from the state,
the district would dis-
burse the money to the
charter school based on
the number of students,
minus five percent for
doing the filing for them.
The charter school
would then take those
funds and provide ser-
vices like books, food
service and transporta-
tion by CDL certified bus
drivers, as well as pay
staff.

Mitchell explained that
currently the district can
split costs between all

the schools in the district,
whereas, the charter
school would be on their
own.

“Like Mrs. Butler said,
the emotional side right
now is all about 'save our
school, vote for a charter,
and then we'll figure out
what's going to hap-
pen,'” Mitchell said. “Be-
cause we know just
enough, we're afraid that
the process really needs
to be the other way. You
really need to find out
what it is that you're ask-
ing for and be sure, be-
cause it's not our place to
say you can't do it. The
law is very clear. If you
want to do it, then my
job is to say, here's how
you do it.”

Mitchell said that is all
they are trying to do, but
that it will always be per-
ceived that the district
will be fighting it.

“It's not a fight,” he
said. “It's about doing it
properly, because in the
end, the way the law is,
the school district is re-
sponsible for the over-
sight of that school.”

Penner would be re-
sponsible for reviewing
the charter school's fi-
nances and if they fall
short, the board has the
responsibility of closing
it, Mitchell said. The
charter school can also be
closed if they're not
meeting academic goals.
His concern is that the
students might fall be-
hind academically. 

“Then, those students
roll right back to us,”
said Mitchell. 

Also, the board would
not be involved in parent
issues at the charter
school, he said. Parents
would have to approach
the charter board, which
could be out-of-state.

“We don't know who
the board may be,” said
Penner.

Butler stated she didn't
know who the applicant
is for the proposed char-
ter school, whether it is
the town of White
Springs or another char-
ter group that is coming
in.

“All we have received
is a petition signed by
concerned citizens of
South Hamilton Elemen-
tary,” she said. “So, I
don't even know who to
ask these questions.”

Penner said a munici-
pality cannot be the ap-
plicant for a conversion
charter. It has to be made
by a parent, teacher,

principal, district school
board or school advisory
council.

“Once the ballot is
completed, then some-
body will file an applica-
tion,” said Mitchell.
“That's when we truly
would find out who is
being the applicant. We
can't stop the election un-
til they tell us, so we just
have to assume.”

If the ballot process
goes forward and they
choose to become a char-
ter, the district would
have one year from Au-
gust of this year to
process the application
and devise a contract be-
tween the district and the
charter board. 

“It will be a full year
process before the school
could go charter,” said
Butler.

With regard to combin-
ing South and Central,
Butler said no matter if
Central students were
transferred to South or
vice versa, it would be
the same makeup of stu-
dents.

“It's the same students,
just a different location,”
she said. “There's quality
instruction going on dis-
trict-wide and Central is
no different than North
or South. It actually has
more support there be-
cause of the school im-
provement grant.”

If Central does exit in-
tervene then there would
be no need to close South
and combine the schools.

When asked if she
thought Central was go-
ing to attain a C grade
this year and exit inter-
vene, Butler said, “I'm
certainly hoping it will.”

The message that the
school district wants to
get out, Mitchell said, is
that they are not opposed
to the charter school at
all. They just want teach-
ers and parents to ask
questions and get an-
swers before voting. But-
ler said she doesn't want
the teachers to miss out
on all the opportunities
the district can offer
them.

“We understand that
there are a lot of emotions
that are driving decisions,
but we want to make sure
we do our job and that if
it goes charter school, it
will be one of our schools
and we'll support it just
like we do, as much as we
can, with the regulations
and stipulations that gov-
ern charter schools,” said
Butler.

On Friday March 9,
2012, Hamilton Correc-
tional Institution Warden
John Palmer accepted the
keys to a 2000 Ford
Crown Victoria from
Hamilton County Sheriff
Harold Reid. The vehicle
was donated to the insti-
tution to assist the institu-
tion with their mission of
public safety and to im-
prove upon the institu-
tion’s existing fleet. 

“It’s in good shape and
we’re very grateful for
the donation,” said War-

den Palmer. The vehicle
will be utilized to assist
general transportation,
perimeter security and
outside escort duties. 

The institution is fortu-
nate to enjoy a relation-
ship with Sheriff Reid
and the Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office that in-
cludes a mutual aid
agreement where Hamil-
ton Correctional Institu-
tion provides K-9 assis-
tance to local law enforce-
ment with K-9 tracking of
fleeing suspects when

called upon. From July 1,
2010 through June 30,
2011, Hamilton Correc-
tional Institution re-
sponded to 52 calls for as-
sistance in the local com-
munity with 27
captures.   

Hamilton Correctional
Institution is proud to be
an active member of the
local law enforcement
community and Sheriff
Reid’s donation will cer-
tainly assist us with our
ability to fulfill our public
safety mission. 

(L to R) Sheriff Harold Reid hands over the car keys to the donated Crown Victoria to Hamilton CI

Warden John Palmer. Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office donates vehicles for use at Hamilton Cor-

rectional Institution.

Sheriff Reid donates car
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A downed power line caused a small fire in a
wooded area between two homes around 6:20 p.m.
Saturday night, according to Lt. Andrew Greene.
Upon arrival, the White Springs Volunteer Fire
Department observed three small fires that had
spread about 50 yards apart with the power line still
alive.
“All three fires were inaccessible due to the
downed power line,” said Greene in his report.
The Florida Forest Service was summoned and
they plowed a line around the fire to keep it from
spreading. Once Progress Energy arrived on scene
and disconnected the power, the fire was extin-
guished. Forestry estimated less than one acre had
burned, reports show.
The downed power line was near the corner of
First and Second streets, close to the homes of Coun-
cilman Richard Marshall and Councilwoman Tonja
Brown, according to Marshall, who was able to snap
some pictures at the scene. Marshall stated that nei-
ther he nor Brown were at home when the fire first
started. 
Two residents who live on First Street, Nathaniel
Tomlinson and Brandy Memmett, gave firsthand
accounts of what happened. 
“I heard what sounded like explosions, then I
looked out and saw flashes of light,” Tomlinson was
quoted as saying. “It looked like lightning flashing
in the woods. As I approached the end of my drive-
way, I heard several more explosions and then one
last explosion. That’s when I saw the power line
come down. I dialed 911.”
“I, too, saw the sparks, as I looked off our porch,”

said Memmett. “The explosions really startled me. I
didn’t know what had happened.”
Marshall said Assistant Fire Chief John Greene
and Lt. Andrew Greene set up a perimeter to protect
the homes near the substation and source of the
blaze, although they were not able to suppress the

fire due to a live wire. 
“Ryan Rehberg with the forestry division arrived
on scene about 6:15 with a dozer,” Marshall said.
“He went to work immediately with his apparatus
cutting a path around the fire to prevent it from
spreading to the nearby homes. Progress Energy
workers arrived about 6:30 and began to assess the
situation. They entered the substation and killed the
power, putting White Springs in a blackout state for
a couple of hours,” he added. 
Marshall also stated that an officer patrolled the
streets, as local merchants closed up their stores and
restaurants early.
“Lt. Greene said this was the fifth power line
down this week, resulting in three other fires,” said
Marshall. “Thanks to their quick response and the
previous rains a greater level of damage was pre-
vented.”
According to Greene, the cause of the downed
power line and subsequent fires was due to high
winds in the area.
On Monday, March 12, Marshall said the division
of Forestry dispatched two rangers, Caleb Roberts
and Mark Swain, to ensure the integrity of their fire
line was holding. They did so by wetting down any
trouble spots inside the containment.
“This will prevent any hot spots from starting up
again.” Roberts was quoted as saying.
Marshall said they completed the mop up of the
burned acreage and did not see any hot spots that
may potentially start up again if the wind picked
up.
“They informed me that the area had been con-
tained inside the fire line put down by Ranger Ryan
Rehberg on Saturday night,” said Marshall.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Susan Ramsey from the
Hamilton County Economic
Development Council advised
the Board of County Commis-
sioners that they had two
grant requests in February;
one from the Early Learning
Coalition and another from an
agricultural processing firm
wishing to relocate into
Hamilton County.
“A decision will be made on
those grants in the near fu-
ture,” said Ramsey. 
Ramsey also said she is
working with county coordi-
nator Danny Johnson on a
new sign for the Industrial
Park.

Speed limits
The board adopted two or-
dinances regulating maxi-
mum speed limits to 35 mph
on two different sections of
dirt road, one on S.W. 69 Blvd.
and the other on S.W. 55 Drive
on the south side of HCHS.

CR 6 project
Engineer Greg Bailey stated
he received three bids for the
CR 6 road project. The board
awarded the job to Anderson-
Columbia who came in with
the lowest bid of
$2,468,037.83. Other bidders
were Scruggs at $2,640,622.29
and APAC Southeast at
$2,712,708.60. Once work
commences Anderson-Co-
lumbia has 180 days to com-
plete the project.

PCS dragline
Mike Williams from PCS
Phosphate White Springs re-

quested approval from the
board for the No. 5 dragline to
cross CR132 during the week
of March 19, then cross over
S.E. 137 Blvd. near the Genoa
fire station on April 11 and
then S.E. 87 Terrace on April
12.
An anticipated re-cross date
will be in July and then 137
Blvd. will be re-surfaced in its
current entirety by PCS. By-
pass roads and appropriate
signage during this project
will be handled by PCS. The
board approved the dragline
crossings.

Community service
Johnson explained a pro-
posed weekend community
service work hours program
in the county, which is being
planned for twice a month,
every other Saturday. After
speaking with the proba-
tion/parole office he learned
that the workers would need a
local supervisor and that the
sheriff’s office has agreed to
supply one, as long as he was
assured there would be no lia-
bility on the part of the sher-
iff’s office. 
The workers doing the com-
munity service work hours,
Johnson said, are covered by
the state and are considered to
be employees of the state. He
said he believed this would re-
lease the county and the sher-
iff from any liability. 
County Attorney John Mc-
Cormick wanted to clarify
that the community service
workers are not prisoners or
sexual predators, but that they
were people out on probation.
Funds from the county,
Johnson added, will be need-

ed to supply gloves, high pro-
file vests, plastic bags, gas for
the transportation vehicle and
miscellaneous tools, so that
the workers can properly
clean up debris and trash from
the county roadways.
McCormick agreed to check
with the state insurance carri-
er to verify the workers’ cov-
erage. The board agreed to
move forward with the pro-
ject, as the county’s roads are
in need of clean up.

Closed landfill update
Frank Darabi of Darabi and
Associates gave an update on
the closed landfill. He stated
he had submitted a request to
the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection to
change the gas monitoring at
the landfill from quarterly to
semi-annually, as well as re-
quest a 10-year permit that he
hopes will be the final one
needed. A couple of wells at
the landfill have basically
gone dry because of the low-
ered water levels in the re-
gion, so there is less danger
that contaminants are getting
into the groundwater, Darabi
explained. Therefore, compar-
ing the water quality at the
landfill to the water quality in
the backup wells has not been
possible the last few times
they attempted to check.
Darabi said future costs for
maintenance and monitoring
of the landfill will be reduced
because the county won’t
have to escrow it, and he ex-
pects to have the new permit
soon.

Soccer complex update
Electrical work at the soccer

complex was awarded to Cer-
tified Plumbing and Electric in
Live Oak at a bid price of
$9,566.99. Other bidders were
City Electric Supply Co. with
a bid of $10,178.25 and Inter-
state Supply, Inc. with a bid of
$13,852.33.
Commissioner Josh Smith
questioned the wide variance
in pricing on the three differ-
ent bids for the 60 amp, 3-
pole, 120v contactor that was
on the materials list, which
ranged from $28 (from Certi-
fied) to $80 and $165 from the
other two bidders. Lloyd Gay-
heart from Certified was in at-
tendance and he assured
Smith that the contactor pric-
ing was correct and that there
was a one-year warranty on
all the parts he would be sup-
plying.

Resignation
It was announced that Doug
Whitaker resigned from the
Enterprise Zone Board.

Library updates
Bids for the White Springs
Library project have been ad-
vertised and a mandatory pre-
bid meeting was scheduled
for Thursday, March 8. Bids
will be brought back to the
board at the second meeting
in April. Engineer Greg Bailey
said he is in the process of get-
ting a rendering of the build-
ing drawn up which can be
posted in the courthouse and
in the old library in White
Springs.
Discussion of septic versus
sewer continued and it was
decided to go ahead with sew-
er. Bailey stated that Mr. Tay-
lor from the Department of

Health said it was mandatory
and that White Springs town
manager Robert Townsend in-
sisted on city sewer rather
than septic tank, and Bailey
also recommended it. The
board approved.
The board approved a new
‘library blue’ metal sign for
the Jennings Public Library
versus a foam sign that will
fade over a period of time
much faster than a metal one.

Animal control
To address the overpopula-
tion of stray dogs in the coun-
ty, Johnson advised the board
that the city of Jasper has
agreed to do animal control
for Jennings, White Springs
and the county for a fee of $25
per animal on a trial 6-month
basis. A long discussion en-
sued regarding all the legal as-
pects and the procedures and
protocol that would be in-
volved. The board asked Mc-
Cormick to research and draw
up an animal ordinance before
proceeding further. Mc-
Cormick said there is current-
ly a dangerous dog ordinance
already on the books, but it
doesn’t address the stray
dogs.
Oxendine stated there are a
lot of unanswered questions
regarding the issue of picking
up dogs and potentially euth-
anizing them if they are un-
claimed within seven days.
He suggested a joint work-
shop with the city of Jasper to
work out all the details in or-
der to avoid lawsuits, as well
as advertise, publicize and no-
tice the public on the ordi-
nance before taking any ac-
tion.

County commission roundup from March 6
Hamilton County

Downed power line causes fire
Woods between two homes set ablaze

The woods are ablaze, sparked by a downed power line 

Forestry officials plow a perimeter line around the fire. - Photos: Richard Marshall
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Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record  each
week .  If your name ap-
pears here and you are
later found not guilty or
the charges are
dropped , we will be
happy to  make note o f
this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is
presented  to  us by you
or the authorities.

The following abbre-
viations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commission

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida De-
partment of Law En-
forcement

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Po-
lice Department

OALE - Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforce-
ment

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White Springs
Police Department

March 7, Claressa
Rashaye Jackson, 20,
16601 Jewett St., White
Springs, Fla., no valid
d.l.: HCSO-T. Murphy

March 8, Derrick B.
Parks, 28, 222 Miller Dri-
ve, Richmond, Ky., in to
serve 30 days from
court: HCSO-Lovett

March 8, Jeffrey J.
Gandy Jr., 23, 11078 NW

39th Way, Jasper, Fla.,
bond revoked on DWLS
habitual, reckless dri-
ving: HCSO

March 8, William Ed-
ward Frizzelle, 44, 704
Hatley St., Jasper, Fla.,
VOP 10-229CT o/c DUI:
HCSO-T. Murphy

March 8, Sonya Rae
Huckabone, 39, 6083
Bird Hall Road, Hahira,
Ga., DWLSR (knowling-
ly) resist obstruct officer
w/violence: HCSO-B.
Burnan

March 8, Thomas
Randy Musgrove, 30,
6181 New Road, Hahira,
Ga., resist officer, ob-
struct by distinguished
person: HCSO-B. Bur-
nan

March 9, James M.
Moody, 61, 15000 CR 6

West, Jasper, Fla., VOP-
10-18CF, poss. of less
than 20 grams marijua-
na, poss. of drug para-
phernalia: DTF-P&P

March 9, Ronnie Sher-
wood Moody, 63, 15000
SR 6 West, Jasper, Fla.,
poss. of methampheta-
mine, poss. of drug para-
phernalia: DTF-Mc-
Daniel/Brownfield

March 9, Jedidiah
Sampson Rickey, 26,
6105 SW CR 751, Jasper,
Fla., in to serve 5th
weekend: HCSO-Walk-
in

March 9, James Robert
Gurganus Jr., 43, 8082
SW 79th Drive, Jasper,
Fla., battery domestic vi-
olence: HCSO-T. Griffin

March 10, Darrell
James Shumway, 23,

11657 SE US Hwy 41,
White Springs, Fla., hold
for Polk County (VOP-
grand theft): WSPD-B.
Kelly

March 10, Bhert Ro-
driguez Oliveria, 30,
2091 Powers Ferry Road,
Apt. F, Marietta, Ga., li-
cense expired more than
four months: DOT-Par-
sons

March 11, William L.
Croft, 59, 5663 SE 135th
Blvd, Jasper, Fla., aggra-
vated assault, kidnap,
false imprisonment, pos-
session of weapon:
HCSO-Burke

March 11, Willie
Charles Zanders, 33,
1270 Bee St., Jennings,
Fla., battery domestic vi-
olence: HCSO-S. Burke

Arrest
Records

By Mary Kate Vang
Social Security District
Manager, Lake City, Fl

If you’re a young
worker, retirement
probably seems like a
lifetime away. In fact,
you may wonder if your
contributions to Social
Security, deducted from
your paycheck, actually
cover you for anything
right now. The answer is
yes, they do. And the
time to learn about So-
cial Security and what it
can do for you is now.

By working in a job
covered by Social Secu-
rity, you are earning dis-
ability and survivor in-
surance protection. For
example, a worker un-
der age 24 paying Social
Security taxes for as lit-
tle as one and a half
years may be insured for
disability and survivors
benefits.

If you’re like most

workers, you probably
don’t have private long-
term disability insur-
ance. But you do have
disability protection
through Social Security,
which provides cover-
age to you and your
family if you become
disabled. About one in
four of today’s 20-year-
olds will become dis-
abled before reaching
age 67 — so it could hap-
pen to you. The average
disability benefit paid in
2012 to a worker with a
spouse and two children
is $1,892 a month.

Social Security also
provides valuable sur-
vivors benefits. It is a
sad truth that about one
in eight young Ameri-
cans can expect to die
before reaching age 67.
Social Security’s sur-
vivors insurance pays an
average monthly benefit
in 2012 of $2,543 for a
spouse and two children

of a young worker with
average wages who
dies.

Social Security pro-
vides you and your fam-
ily with protection now.
But it’s good to think
ahead to retirement, too. 

Young workers,
spring into action and
learn more about your
own retirement! A good
way to start is by check-
ing out the Retirement
Estimator at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/estima-
tor. Using this online
tool, you can get an in-
stant, personalized esti-
mate of your own future
benefits. That will be a
big help in deciding how
much you need to save
for a comfortable retire-
ment.

For more information
on how Social Security
protects younger and
older workers alike, visit
our website at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov.

Young workers, spring into action

Share Saturday
Share Saturday, an annual event

hosted by New Hope Baptist Church
for the community, will be held on
Saturday, March 24, at the church.
The ministry give-away will open at 8
a.m. and last until noon.

Some of the items already donated
include a TV, microwave, household
goods and clothes. There will be no
charge for anything; everything will
be free. The point is to share with oth-
ers.

New Hope is located at 6592 NW
48th Street in Jennings, just off of
State Road 6 West. The public is invit-
ed to attend.

Alzheimer’s Support Group 2012
schedule

Meets the 3rd Thursday of each
month in the Good Samaritan Center

Private Dining  Room at 3:00 PM.
Advent Christian Village
Good Samaritan Center (nursing

home)
10676 Marvin Jones Blvd
Dowling Park, FL 32064

The Branford Camera Club meets
on the 3rd Thursday of each month,
with an occasional exception, for the
purpose of sharing, learning, and en-
joying all things photographic.  Please
join us.

For more information, please con-
tact:

Carolyn Hogue, Program Chair,
386-935-2044

Dick Madden, Technical Consul-
tant, 386-935-0296

Skip Weigel, Technical Consultant,
386-935-1382

Community Calendar
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May 5, 2012
9:30 am to 3:00 pm

Contact Chris at 229-226-2400 or chris.white@gaflnews.com 
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Last week, I received a
photograph from a
friend. It was posted on
Facebook. It was a photo
of three or four Formosa
azalea blooms picked by
her granddaugther and
brought into her as a gift.
These gifts are priceless,
and I have been the fortu-
nate beneficiary of sever-
al of them through the
years. When I was a
teacher, and then later as
a principal, my younger
students would come in
from recess, imagine that,
recess - a word from the
past, or from an outing -
and, once in a while, they
would bring me two or
three buttercups, and oth-
er little wild flowers that
grew in profusion around
South Hamilton Elemen-

tary in White Springs. I
always placed them in a
place of honor in my
classroom or office for all
to see.

Living in the Suwannee
River Valley, you can't
separate the splendor of
the spring season without
mention of the beautiful
and bountiful bowers of
beauty brought forth by
this glorious season.
Those who don't like the
color of old Formosa aza-
leas need to  give it a rest.
I love them, along with
wisteria, dogwood, red
bud, twining honeysuck-
le and wild azaleas - a
member of the rhododen-
dron family.

Wild azaleas were
sometimes called honey-
suckles by native north

Floridians, but there is a
difference. Honeysuckle
is a vine, whereas wild
azaleas grow as fairly
hearty 

shrub-like plants,
sometimes six to seven
feet in height. I have seen
them literally cover the
high banks of certain
places along the Suwan-
nee River. They range in
color from light pink to
nearly white. 

This coming Saturday,
March 17, my hometown
of White Springs, cele-
brates the glory of wild
azaleas with the celebra-
tion of its 12th Annual
Wild Azalea Festival.

Lots of big doings start-
ing at 9 a.m. Regional
foods, musical entertain-
ment, duck race,  the

crowning of Little Miss
Azalea, the Highwaymen
Artists displaying some
great visual art, and
much more.

If you have the time,
put on your green shirt,
or beads, or shoes, and
join us on the banks of the
Suwannee on St. Patrick's
Day. It's a great way to
celebrate spring time and
to reminisce about your
own memories of spring
time.

Our beloved home
land, here along the
banks of the Suwannee is
truly a land of lore and
enchantment. Journalists
and writers, including
"yours truly" have ex-
tolled its natural beauties.
And song writers and
lyricists have written
about it.

Experience it for your-
self, during this season of
rebirth.

From the Eight Mile
Still, on the Woodpecker
Route, north of White
Springs, happy spring to
each of you.

Submitted

White Springs Azalea
Festival set for Saturday,
March 17 has a new
added feature; a day-
long children's fun-filled
activity zone.  

White Springs Police
Chief Ken Brookins an-
nounced, “We decided
our festival needed ac-
tivities for kids.”

The Kids Zone, located
on US 41 right across
from Dollar General
(Ogburn

Field), will include
pony rides, a petting
zoo, inflatables, obstacle
course, bounce house,
18-foot slide, games and
prizes, and a dunking
booth featuring Chief
Brookins and Town
Manager Robert
Townsend.

The Zone opens at 9
a.m. and closes at 4 p.m.
A $12 “pay for play”
bracelet provides access
to all activities in the
Zone for the entire day.
For families with more
than one child, the total

entrance fee is $20. Tick-
ets for individual rides
and games will also be
available.

Attendants will be on
hand to direct parking
across the street from the
Zone.

Food and drinks will
be located adjacent to the
kids zone, and a Mobile
Music Trailer will deliv-
er family friendly top
100s, courtesy of Power
Country 102.

Founding member of
the White Springs
H.O.P.E. (Helping Our
People Excel) Program,
Chief Brookins, and his
officers decided to help
raise funds for this year's
H.O.P.E. Summer Youth
Enrichment Program.
All proceeds from the
Zone will benefit the
summer program geared
for the community’s K-
12 students.

For more information,
please contact Chief
Brookins at 386-397-
2222, or town hall at 386-
397-2310.

WSPD protects, defends
and much more

WSPD officers Berry Raulerson, left, Jay Golub, Lt. Tracy
Rodiquenz and Chief Ken Ken Brookins. - Courtesy photo
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By Jeffry Boatright

A White Springs man
has been arrested after
authorities discovered
that he had stolen tools
from a shop in eastern
Suwannee County, ac-
cording to a Suwannee
County Sheriff’s Office
report.
Records show that on

Feb. 2, Clint Matthew
Paulk, 21, 16601 Jewett

St., White Springs, en-
tered a shop in the
Wellborn area by cut-
ting the lock. Once in-
side Paulk took tools
valuing in excess of
$500, authorities say.
According to reports,

the stolen tools were in
Paulk’s vehicle at the
time of his arrest. Au-
thorities say that Paulk
wrote a statement ad-
mitting to the burglary
and theft.
Paulk was charged

with burglary of a
structure and grand
theft III.

Live Oak — Sunday,
March 11 marks the be-
ginning of Daylight
Saving Time (DST) and
with it comes a change
in the number of days
lawn and landscape wa-
tering is allowed
throughout the Suwan-
nee River Water Man-
agement District (Dis-

trict).
The District’s manda-

tory, year-round land-
scape irrigation rule
permits watering two
days per week during
DST (spring and sum-
mer months) and resi-
dents may choose
which days to water. Ir-
rigation should not oc-

cur between 10 a.m. and
4 p.m. However, given
the region’s ongoing
drought and water sup-
ply issues, homeowners
and businesses are
urged to water no more
than one day per week
or better yet, not at all.
A rainfall deficit of

12.7 inches, declining

river and lake levels,
and record low ground-
water levels have
prompted the District to
call for increased con-
servation on the part of
all residents.
“We’re asking the

public to water as little
as possible,” said Jon
Dinges, District director

of Water Supply and
Resource Management.
“We also strongly en-
courage the use of Flori-
da Friendly Landscap-
ing™ principles and
skipping irrigation days
when it rains near the
time you plan to irri-
gate.”
The limits on land-

scape irrigation are part
of an ongoing effort to
help address water
needs within the Dis-
trict. The rules apply to
residential landscaping,
public or commercial
recreation areas, and
public and commercial
businesses that aren’t
regulated by a District-
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 MAKE YOUR  MAKE YOUR 
 MARK ON  MARK ON 

 LAKE PARK LAKE PARK

 727404awv

 THE  LOT
 T he P rim e S pot to 

 B uy or S ell U sed V ehicles

 W.E. “Buddy” Nail
 Corner of 

 Bascom Norris & 
 Branford Hwy.

 Lake City, FL
 386-752-2404
 386-752-5696
 386-623-6416 Open: Monday-Friday 9-5 Saturday 9-1

 730
714

 1986 FORD 700 
 SPREADER TRUCK
    8.2 L DETROIT, 5 SPEED, 

 SPREADER BODY
 COMPLETELY REBUILT

 $10,000
 1995 NISSAN 
 PATHFINDER XE

 V6,  2 WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO, 
 CRUISE, A/C, TILT WHEEL

 $3,250
 1997 FORD XLT 
 AEROSTAR SPORT
 3.0 L V6, AUTO, FRONT 
 & REAR A/C, CRUISE
 RUNNING BOARDS, 

 REAR WIPER/DEFROSTER

 $3,250
 2000 JEEP 

 GRAND CHEROKEE
 AUTO, V6, COLD A/C, SUNROOF, 

 LEATHER,
 NICE VEHICLE

 $4,650
 2001 CHEVY 
 TAHOE LT

 5.3 L V8, AUTO, LEATHER,
 FRONT & REAR A/C, LOADED

 $8,000
 1991 CHEVY S-10 

 BLAZER
 AUTO, V-6 4.5L, A/C

 $3,600
 1999 FORD ESCORT

 AUTO, 4-CYLINDER, CRUISE, A/C

 $2,600
 1996 FORD RANGER 

 PICKUP
 5 SPEED, 2.3L, A/C

 $3,000
 1990 FORD RANGER XLT

 V-6

 $2,200
 1993 NISSAN KING 

 CAB PICKUP
 5 SPEED, 4-CYCLE
 $ 2,250

 1997 CHEVY S-10 
 BLAZER
 V-6, A/C

 $ 4,000
 2000 DODGE DAKOTA 

 V-6, AUTO
 $ 3,000

An estimated 16 per-
cent of Americans didn’t
fill at least one prescrip-
tion in 2010, and another
13 percent reported tak-
ing expired drugs, skip-
ping a dose (12 percent)
or splitting pills without
approval from their doc-
tor or pharmacist (eight
percent). The alarming
statistics are from the
2010 Health Tracking
Household Survey,
which was funded by
the Robert Wood John-
son Foundation. In most
cases, cost was the rea-
son cited.
FamilyWize was the

first organization to of-
fer prescription discount
cards for free to every-
one, locally and nation-
wide, struggling with
the high cost of medi-
cine. Since its founding
in 2005, the organization
has worked with almost
1,000 local United Ways
across the country to
help more than 3.4 mil-
lion people save over

$300 million on their
prescriptions.
To get your Family-

Wize discount card, call
(386) 752-5604 or visit
www.FamilyWize.org
or www.unitedway-
suwanneevalley.org to
print a card you can use
immediately. Sawyer
has also coordinated
with many local busi-
nesses, including phar-
macies, to make the pre-
scription discount cards
readily available to the
community.
A list of participating

pharmacies and dis-
counts on specific drugs
is available on the Fami-
lyWize website,
www.familywize.org.
United Way of Suwan-

nee Valley is a commu-
nity impact and
fundraising organiza-
tion which, utilizing vol-
unteers on all levels, ad-
vances the common
good by identifying un-
met community needs
and seeking to alleviate
those needs through
United Way of Suwan-

nee Valley initiatives
and the funding of 22 af-
filiated health and hu-
man service agencies.

ABOUT THE FAMILY-
WIZE COMMUNITY

PARTNERSHIP

In the spring o f 2005,
Dan and  Susan Barnes
heard  o f families in the
Lehigh Valley, Pennsyl-
vania, area w ho  w ere
having d ifficulty buying
the med icine they need-
ed  because o f the high
co st o f p rescrip tio n
drugs. They responded
by d istributing a fre e
p rescrip tio n d isco unt
drug card  through fami-
ly and  health centers in
the  scho o ls in Bethle -
hem. The family centers
then involved  the Unit-
ed  Way o f the Greater
Lehigh Valley w ho
asked  25 o f its partner
agencies to  help  d istrib-
ute the cards to  ind ivid -
uals and  fam ilie s in
need  thro ugho ut the
area. Alm o st im m ed i-
ately Dan and  Susan re-

ce ived  requests fro m
other United  Ways to
provide this free  assis-
tance in other communi-
ties. As a result they es-
tab lished  the  Fam ily-
Wize  Community Ser-
vice Partnership  in the
fall o f 2005, inviting a
group o f local and  na-
tional companies to  jo in
together to  provide this
free  assistance through
United  Ways to  people
in need  across the coun-
ty. Currently 1,000 par-
ticipating United  Ways
and  America’s Promise
Alliance Partners in all
50 states coord inate the
local d istribution o f the
fre e  Fam ilyWize  p re -
scription drug d iscount
card s. In February o f
2012, the total savings
from the use o f Family-
Wize prescription drug
d isco unt card s p assed
$300 million, and  a new
goal was established  to
reach $1 billion in sav-
ings by the end  o f 2015.
For more  info rmation,
visit w w w .Fam ily-
Wize.org.

United Way of Suwannee Valley
Continued From Page 4A

Lawn watering: 2 days a week is OK, one day a week is better, says SRWMD

issued permit. The rule
permits irrigation just
one day per week dur-
ing Standard Time (fall
and winter months).
The rule applies to

residents within the
District’s boundaries,
which means all of Co-
lumbia, Dixie, Gilchrist,
Hamilton, Lafayette,
Madison, Suwannee,
Taylor and Union coun-
ties, and portions of
Alachua, Baker, Brad-
ford, Jefferson, Levy
and Putnam counties.
Residents within the
City of Alachua and the

unincorporated areas of
Alachua County also
fall under a county or-
dinance which desig-
nates specific days resi-
dents are allowed to ir-
rigate. Please call
Alachua County at
352.264.6800 for more
information.
For more information

about the District’s
landscape irrigation
rule visit www.my-
suwanneer iver . com.
For information on
Florida Friendly Land-
scaping™ visit
www.floridayards.org.

White Springs man
jailed for stolen goods

Clint Paulk 
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