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Tallahassee, FL – Two baldcypress
trees in Hamilton County are experi-
encing overnight fame after the De-
partment of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services’ Florida Forest Service
declared them as the new baldcypress
co-champion trees for the Florida
Champion Tree Program. The trees
succeed the Senator, a 3,500 year-old

baldcypress in Seminole County,
which burned to the ground in Janu-
ary.
“The department’s Florida Champi-

on Tree Program is just one compo-
nent of our efforts to preserve and
honor our state’s natural history,” said

Submitted

The Hamilton County School Dis-
trict recently received a donation of
$6,250 from S&S Food Stores/BP
Petroleum to help homeless chil-
dren in the district. 
At the school board’s Feb. 13

business meeting, Lester Scaff and
Keith Brown shared that while
Hamilton County has a lower over-
all population than Columbia
County, the number of homeless
children is relatively equal. This
news prompted the company to ap-
ply for a grant and allocate funds
(from the oil spill) to assist the dis-
trict in providing the necessities to
homeless students. 
Thanks go out to S&S/BP for the

donation and for the company’s
commitment to local communities.

By Richard  Marshall
Teachers and faculty from

South Hamilton Elementary
(SHE) in White Springs put on
their “I Love South Hamilton”
T-shirts on Tuesday evening,
Feb. 28 and off they went to
work at McDonald’s. Working
at McDonald’s wasn’t their sec-
ond job, though. It was part of a
fun fundraiser for the students
of SHE.
It was a tough day of FCAT

testing at SHE and afterwards
everyone was ready for some re-
lief. Around 5 p.m. teachers and
staff clocked out for the day, but
instead of going home they
headed over to the local McDon-
ald’s at the junction of CR 136
and I-75. Soon after they arrived,
an onslaught of anxious dinner
crowd customers began pouring
in the doors and rolling through
the drive-through to place their
orders. It was no surprise that
many of the patrons were SHE
students, their parents and their
grandparents.
The kids and their families
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A fun day at McDonald’s after FCATs. 
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Superintendent Martha Butler, Keith

Brown, Lester Scaff, and Federal Pro-

grams Coordinator Phyllis Porter. 

- Courtesy Photo

Two HamCo
trees declared 
co-champions

Jasper Senior Center underway

It’s official! The new Jasper Senior Center ceremoniously broke ground with six gold shovels on Tuesday, March 6. L-R Josh Smith,

Kevin Bedenbaugh, Jr. Buster Oxendine, Kevin Bedenbaugh, Sr., Tom Conley, Greg Bailey, Dave Beck, Danny Johnson, Randy Ogburn,

Ronny Morgan & Lewis Vaughn. See story page 2A. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

SEE SOUTH, PAGE 2A SEE TWO, PAGE 2A

Florida Champion Tree program

Trees succeed the
Senator, a 3,500 
year-old baldcypress
in Seminole County, 
which burned to the
ground in January.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

It’s official! The new Jasper Senior Center ceremo-
niously broke ground with six gold shovels on Tues-
day, March 6.
Hamilton County Commissioners Josh Smith,

Harry “Buster” Oxendine, Randy Ogburn, Ronny
Morgan and Lewis Vaughn, along with County Co-
ordinator Danny Johnson, Engineer Greg Bailey,
Kevin Bedenbaugh Sr. and Jr. from Plumb Level
Construction, Tom Conley from Florida League of

SEE JASPER, PAGE 2A



Agriculture Commis-
sioner Adam Putnam.
“Not only does it serve as
a valuable database of
the largest trees located
in Florida, but it also pro-
vides a way for us to
showcase the rich variety
of species we have in our
state.”

The department’s
Florida Forest Service,
which oversees the Flori-
da Champion Tree Pro-
gram, is responsible for
managing more than one
million acres of state for-

est lands and protecting
over 26 million acres of
land and natural re-
sources from wildfire.

“After the Senator
burned in January, Flori-
da Forest Service
foresters began searching
their local communities
for baldcypress trees de-
serving of the ‘champion
tree’ title,” said Jim
Karels Florida Forest Ser-
vice Director. “Standing
at more than 95 feet tall
and 45 feet in circumfer-
ence, these trees were
hard to miss - even in the
swamps of Hamilton

County.”
Although uncommon,

trees are deemed co-
champions when total
scores differ less than
two percent. The new
champion trees are locat-
ed one mile apart on
property belonging to
the Suwannee River Wa-
ter Management District,
roughly 10 miles south-
west of Jasper.

To nominate a tree or
to find the GPS coordi-
nates for each of the cur-
rent champion trees, visit
www.floridaforestser-
vice.com.
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 12 Students To Register Per Class

By Joyce Marie Taylor

Historic downtown White Springs is
gearing up for the 12th Annual Wild
Azalea Festival to be held on Saturday,
March 17 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m at the
Nature and Heritage Tourism Center on
US 41. The event is free, so come on out
to celebrate spring and the beautiful
blooming azaleas along the majestic
Suwannee River.

Last year hundreds turned out for the
Wild Azalea Festival and many folks
even brought along their canine friends
to join in the fun, dressing them up in
their finest doggy duds. The all-day
event is sponsored by the Nature & Her-
itage Tourism Center and the White
Springs Special Events Committee.  

There will be numerous activities go-
ing on this year, including live entertain-
ment, arts and crafts vendors, lots of
scrumptious food, and even a trail hike
at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park. There will also be wild aza-
leas and other native plants on display
and for sale.

At 2 p.m. Little Miss Azalea 2012 will
be crowned and will take home a $500
Savings Bond. The second place runner-
up will receive a $200 Savings Bond and
third place receives a $50 Savings Bond.
All participants in the contest will go
home with a trophy.

Aside from the festival, there will be
plenty of other events going on in and

around town. One of them is a swap
meet at Suwannee Hardware and Feed
Store. Another is a huge family event
fundraiser being put on by the H.O.P.E.
committee and the White Springs Police
Department. There will be bounce hous-
es, a petting zoo and pony rides for the
kids.

Be sure to stop in at Florida’s Nature
and Heritage Tourism Center during the
festival to browse the many displays and
then venture into the park to experience
the beauty of nature. For more informa-
tion you can call 386-397-4462.

By Joyce Marie Taylor

Hamilton County
High School (HCHS)
band students were well
represented at the Dis-
trict Assessment in Tal-
lahassee on Feb. 18, and
they even took time out
to pose for a fitting pic-
ture with band director
Nicholas Winslow at the
“Unconquered” statue
in front of the FSU foot-
ball stadium. This is
Winslow’s first year
teaching at HCHS and
his official title is Direc-
tor of Instrumental and
Choral Music, as well as

head of the performing
arts department.

“A group of students
left in a county van to
Tallahassee to perform
on the campus of Flori-
da State University,”
said Winslow. “The
event that they per-
formed for is called solo
and ensemble.” 

Winslow said the stu-
dents performed in
front of a judge, who is
an accomplished musi-
cian on whatever instru-
ment the student was
playing. 

The students who per-
formed solos included

were served a delicious
McDonald’s meal by the
teachers and staff of
SHE, led by Principal
Maceo Howell and pres-
ident of the Parent
Teacher Association,
Shirley Aldridge. Teach-
ers and staff could be
found doing many dif-
ferent tasks, including
pushing brooms and
taking orders behind the
counters. 

Aldridge was taking

orders at the drive-
through window and
SHE Media Specialist
Louis Daniels stayed
busy at the fry station,
cooking basket after bas-
ket of French fries.

“Mr. Daniels looked
like a natural,” said
White Springs town
councilman Richard
Marshall, who was there
to experience the excite-
ment of the evening
with his children who
attend SHE.

Marshall said a num-
ber of residents from

Kelly’s R.V. Park also
came out to show their
support for the students
at SHE. The fundraiser,
he said, was an effort to
raise money in order to
do something special to
reward the students for
being an “A” school.

“I am so proud of the
support from the staff
and the community. It
gives us a chance to let
the students know that
we appreciate their hard
work,” Howell stated.

SHE Guidance Coun-
selor Ann Pinello said

this is the second event
held at McDonald’s, and
that it was suggested by
a parent of one of the
students who is an em-
ployee there.  

School Board Member
and former SHE Princi-
pal Johnny Bullard
stopped by to show his
support by wearing his
“I Love South Hamil-
ton” T-shirt, as well.

As part of the
fundraiser there were
random drawings for
door prizes and the fea-
tured grand prize was a

South Hamilton invades McDonald’s
Continued From Page 1A

Two Hamilton County trees declared co-champions for Florida Champion Tree Program

Continued From Page 1A

Hamilton High band receives good
reviews at District Assessment

The city of Jasper did
not have their

scheduled election on
Tuesday, March 6,

according to town clerk
Jennifer Pomeroy.

Ann Lessman, District
3, was unopposed and
Mary Kay Dunaway was
the only one to qualify

in District 4. 

Clarification
Supervisor of elections candi-

dates are party affiliated.
District candidates need one per-

cent of registered voters signed pe-
titions in order to qualify.

All local candidates should
make their qualifying check
payable to the local supervisor of
elections.

White Springs: Wild Azalea
Festival coming March 17

Cities and Dave Beck from Synergy Re-
covery Resources, joined together at
the site for the official groundbreaking.

The old senior center building at
1509 Martin Luther King Drive was de-
stroyed by fire on Dec. 9, 2010 and
since then there has been much debate
on several issues like building codes,
sewer lines and budget constraints, but
the main focus has always been on re-
building a safe and suitable structure
for the area’s senior citizens. 

Bedenbaugh, Sr. said as soon as he
gets the permit, construction will begin
and should be completed in four to five
months.

brand new bicycle.
“Thanks to this and

many such efforts like
this by the staff of South
Hamilton Elementary
School, we feel confident
that this year’s FCAT re-
sult will be just as good,
if not better,” said Mar-
shall. “My two boys are
doing so well in school,
and they have told me
that due to Mr. Daniels
and Mr. Law, they feel as
though they’re ready for
this year’s FCAT. Thank
you Principal Howell
and staff. Keep up the
good work.”

Reporter Joyce Marie
Taylo r contributed  to
this article.

Dixie Boston and Sarah
Jennings on flute and
Charlie Cameron and
Ryan Plemmons on
trumpet. Rachel Bunting
performed with all of
the students as their ac-
companist. 

After each student
performed, the judge
worked with them on
things to improve, and
then gave them a grade.
The grades given are su-
perior (being the best),
through excellent, good,
fair, and poor. 

“Sarah Jennings re-
ceived a rating of supe-
rior and all of the other
students received a rat-
ing of excellent,”
Winslow said. “More
importantly than the rat-
ings, all of the students
did an amazing job and
learned a lot.”

Winslow said even
more band students are
looking forward to go-
ing next year. 

L-R Charlie Cameron, Rachel Bunting, Dixie

Boston, Nicholas Winslow, Sarah Jennings & Ryan

Plemmons. - Courtesy Photo:

Jasper Senior
Center underway

Continued From Page 1A
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the spring flowed on.  Then the spring began to di-
minish to the point that, on occasion, it did not flow
for ever lengthening periods of time.  Again, for the
most part, we adapted and accepted.  Then, on one
fateful morning of our awareness, we woke up to the
fact that our spring no longer flowed at all, and ac-
cording to the realities of the day, it perhaps never
again would gush out its clear, healing waters.  Now
the question begs to be asked, “Did this change real-
ly sneak up on us?”  Well, it did and it didn’t.  It de-
pends on whether or not you were listening.  Even
the casual unbiased scientific observer saw the possi-
bility of this coming for a long time and quite a few
folks voiced concerns and sounded warnings.  And
yet, many of us ignored the obvious, and were “sur-
prised” by the terrible results of our ignorance. Some
folks say we can fix this, and that we can avoid the
nightmare scenario of steadily decreasing water flow
from happening to another, and then another, and
then yet another spring, until they all run dry.  We’ve
been warned, and we can act as we have in the past
and ignore the warning, or we can decide that this is
one change that we should not and will not be will-
ing to accept. For that reason, we can all be proud of
the support that White Springs has given to the
founding of the multi-county water protection
group, FLOW (Florida Leaders Organized for Wa-
ter), and that our Mayor, Dr. Helen Miller, has ac-

It’s always been in-
teresting to me
that, in terms of

observing life in general,
and life in White Springs
in particular, things
seem to stay the same on
one level, but on many
other levels they change.
Sometimes the change is
dramatic and we notice

cepted the position of vice chair of the group.  My
hope is that a big change is coming to our water poli-
cies and this time it will be a change for the better.

Another change was brought to my attention
when I ordered the wild azaleas for our upcoming
Wild Azalea Festival.  Our supplier, a man who has
been in the nursery business all his life, told me that
due to the unseasonably warm weather, there were
no wild azaleas with blooms still on them available
from any nursery, that they had all bloomed already.
He said he had never experienced this before this
early in the year.  Perhaps this is a warning too.
These may seem like big issues but as we receive
news about them and, on a more local basis, about
community issues such as our school and other im-
portant aspects of our life in White Springs, should
we not be on the lookout to embrace positive
changes and avoid negative ones.  It’s time to look to
the future, to start paying attention and to quit com-
plaining about being “surprised” by these changes
when they seem to sneak up on us.  We should see
them coming!  Be aware, be involved and never
doubt that your efforts can make a big difference.

I hope to see you out an about, enjoying Life in
White Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

it right away, but some changes are so subtle that we
barely notice them as they are occurring, until one
morning we wake up and wonder how this alter-
ation to our daily life managed to sneak up on us.
Fortunately, we are an adaptable people and for the
most part we survive and move on, but that is not al-
ways the best option.  Sometimes, when we have the
power and resolve to undo an unacceptable event,
we need to go back and “change the change.”  A
good example of this is the white sulphur spring that
our town was named after.  For thousands of years it
flowed, unchanged except for the rising and falling
of the river it flowed into.  Then came cosmetic
changes, as the spring was walled in and made avail-
able to some folks, while other folks were excluded.
We adapted and accepted and the spring flowed on.
Then folks began to notice that the volume of water
issuing forth from the spring seemed to be gradual-
ly diminishing, but we adapted and accepted and

 NOTICE OF  ELECTION COUNTY  REFERENDUM
 NOTICE IS GIVEN  of a Special Election to approve or  reject slot machines at 2220 NW County Road 143,  Jennings, Hamilton County, Florida 32053. The State of  Florida Division of Pari-mutuel Wagering may issue, under  Chapter 551, Florida Statutes, a license to conduct slot  machine gaming at such facility in Hamilton County,  Florida.
 The Special Election will be held on April 10, 2012, in  Hamilton County, Florida. A request to hold that Special  Election in Hamilton County, Florida has been made by  Hamilton Downs Horsetrack, LLC to allow slot machines,  under Chapter 551, Florida Statues, at the aforesaid  address.

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Hamilton County, Florida 207 NE 1st Street, Room 106 Jasper, FL 32052 (386) 792-1288
 727593RAV

Submitted
Well, here it is March and we have a

lot going on here in White Springs for
this month. On March 17 we have the
Wild Azalea Festival. We will have
something going on from one end of
town to the other in an effort to offer
something for everyone.

To start, there is the actual Festival
which will be held downtown, as usu-
al. Then you have the Suwannee Hard-
ware swap meet in the middle of town.
Last, but certainly not least, the
H.O.P.E. committee with the assis-
tance of your Police Dept. will be
sponsoring a large family area with
bouncy houses, a petting zoo and pony
rides, just to name a few.

This event is being held as a
fundraiser for the H.O.P.E. Commit-
tee, so be sure to invite all of your fam-
ily and friends, and have them come
spend the day with us. There is a ru-
mor going around that you might even
get to dunk the Police Chief in a dunk-
ing booth. Now, what could be more

fun than that?
We here at the Police Dept. have not

only been busy working on festivals,
but have accomplished quite a bit of
progress for the department. We have
begun testing online citation and traf-
fic crash submission software provid-
ed by grant funding through Florida
State University. We will also be start-
ing back the Neighborhood Watch
meetings every quarter, beginning
Thursday, March 8 at 6 p.m. This will
be a good platform for anyone having
specific concerns about problems in
your neighborhood to air them and
work on plans to have them ad-
dressed. I hope to see you all there.

In closing let me remind you that I
am here if you need me. Please feel
free to contact me. 

Chief Ken Brookins: 386-397-2222 or
kbrookins@whitespringsfl.us

CRIME STOPPERS: 386-792-8477
Traffic Safety Checks will be held:

Camp St.  CR 135, Roberts St. and Sun-
rise Bv.     

White Springs Police Chief
Report March 2012

Alpha and Omega
Restoration Outreach Ministries Inc.

presents
Celebrating the Call

Pre-Anniversary Celebration
Pastor Pamela D. Johnson, senior pastor and founder

When: Saturday, March 10, 2012 at 6 p.m.
Where: Alpha and Omega R.O.M. Inc.

The place where God is the beginning, the end and everything in between
Location: US 41 Suite 10, Jasper Fla. Next to Chinese restaurant.

VFW Post 8095 Commander Lamar
Royals announces that Hamilton
County has another opportunity to
bless the soldiers and others serving in
Afghanistan.  Donations for the boxes
are being accepted now at the Jasper
Library where lists of what the soldiers
request can be picked up. Boxes will be
packed from 5-7:30 p.m. on Thursday,
March 8, at the VFW Post on SR 6,
East.

The most requested items are jerky
and Slim Jim's, hand sanitizers, indi-

vidually-wrapped pieces of hard can-
dy which the soldiers can give to the
Afghani children, wet wipes, breakfast
bars, individual packs of powdered
drink mixes including   Propel, apple
cider, hot chocolate and chocolate can-
dy.

Jake told Susan and mark that "the
boxes our soldiers get from home are
some of what keeps them going." Roy-
als urges the people of Hamilton
County to join this effort to encourage
and support our troops.

Support troops in
Afghanistan with care boxes

Submitted

A message from Crossroads Volun-
teer Fire Department (CVFD) Presi-
dent Margaret A. McDonald .

Pancake Breakfast 50/50 Raffle
Saturday March 10 from 8 a.m. until

noon at CVFD, 5769 S.W. CR 141 in
Jasper. For more information, please
call 386-938-4330. Donations accepted.

Tony Smith, along with our execu-
tive board, Explorers, firefighters and
loyal members cordially invite the
public to support our pancake break-
fast. On the menu is sausage or bacon,
pancakes and juice or coffee.

The fire department is directed by

Laddie, a good leader who knows the
way, shows us all the way, and goes
all the way to ensure the success of our
small community. So, come out to
meet your crew, your neighbors, and
support them and thank them for all
they do to keep us safe.

We need the funds to keep all equip-
ment safe and get ready for our new
firehouse to be built soon. We rely on
our three elders, Paul Green, Emil
Bednarz and Sam Anderson to guide
us. Thank you.

The next board meeting will be held
March 15 at 7 p.m. at CVFD. Come out
and hear what is going on. Public in-
vited.

Crossroads Volunteer Fire Department



Losing weight can be a frustrating battle. Getting
in physical activity and eating healthy can be con-
flicting to other priorities-most importantly, time
and money. Many of you have, to my delight, be-
gun incorporating healthier lifestyle behaviors. For
those of you who haven’t let’s review.

First and foremost make sure you’re eating nutri-
ent dense foods. Sodas, refined sugars (cupcakes,
cookies, cakes) and processed foods (frozen meals
and fast food), are very energy dense (lots of calo-
ries), but very nutritionally deficient. If you are con-
suming mostly frozen dinners and fast food, the
food you are eating contains very little nutrients.
So not only are you tipping your energy balance
equation to the positive (favoring weight gain), you
are depriving yourself of vital nutrients your body
needs.

Second, be more active. Physical activity is the
single most important determining factor in risk of
chronic disease and prediction of longevity. It’s
simple, if you don’t want to live very long and
don’t want to be healthy then don’t be physically
active. But who wants that?!

What if you’ve done all these things and still are
not losing weight? Start by defining your caloric
profile. Remember to define your caloric intake by

your goals: Do I want to gain weight, lose weight, or
maintain my weight? To define how many calories
you need to maintain weight try this equation: For
men: 9.99 x weight (kilograms-divide your weight
by 2.2) + 6.25 x height (in centimeters-1inch=2.54cm)
- 4.92 x age + 5. For women: 9.99 x wt (kg)+6.25 x ht
(cm)-4.92 x age (yrs)-161. Take me for example. I’m
5’5” which is 60 inches x 2.54=152.4 cm. I weigh

116/2.2=52.73kg. So- 9.99 x
52.73 + 6.25 x 152.4 - 4.92 x 29 –
161 = 1,175.59 resting metabol-
ic rate (RMR), the calories my
body expends just living and
breathing. Now I’m going to
multiply mine by 1.7 to ac-
count for my physical activity (very active for me, if
you’re not active skip this part, moderately active-
multiply by 1.5; and slightly active by 1.2), so my fi-
nal number to maintain my weight would be 1998.5
calories per day. Here’s where you play around with
energy balance. If you are wanting to lose 1 pound
per week (healthy weight loss is 1-2 pounds per
week), that’s 3,500 calories per week. Divide that
number by 7 giving you 500. I would need a 500 dai-
ly caloric deficit(1998.5-500) or negative balance, to
lose a pound a week. If you need help figuring yours
out email me!

Calorie counting is not healthy when it becomes
and obsession, however it is necessary to define for
yourself your daily caloric needs and goals. Aware-
ness is always the first step!  Be patient and loving
with yourself throughout this process. Weight loss
for many of us means battling lifetime habits and en-
grained behaviors and beliefs. It takes time to accli-
mate and adjust to a new lifestyle, so don’t rush
yourself. Realize the beauty and perfection in your
own transformation into a healthier, happier you.
And let the transformation begin!
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OPINION

The U.S. Census Bureau reports that
2011 manufacturing output grew by
11 percent, to nearly $5 trillion. Were
our manufacturing sector considered a
nation with its own gross domestic
product, it would be the world's
fourth-richest economy. Manufactur-
ing productivity has doubled since
1987, and manufacturing output has
risen by one-half. However, over the
past two decades, manufacturing em-
ployment has fallen about 25 percent.
For some people, that means our man-
ufacturing sector is sick. By that crite-
rion, our agriculture sector shares that
"sickness," only worse and for a longer
duration.

In 1790, 90 percent of Americans did
agricultural work. Agriculture is now
in "shambles" because only 2 percent
of Americans have farm jobs. In 1970,
the telecommunications industry em-
ployed 421,000 well-paid switchboard
operators. Today "disaster" has hit the
telecommunications industry, because
there are fewer than 20,000 operators.
That's a 95 percent job loss. The spec-
tacular advances that have raised pro-
ductivity in the telecommunications
industry have made it possible for
fewer operators to handle tens of bil-
lions of calls at a tiny fraction of the

1970 cost.
For the most

part, rising work-
er productivity
and advances in
technology are
the primary caus-
es of reduced em-
ployment and
higher output in
the manufactur-
ing, agriculture and telecommunica-
tions industries. My question is
whether Congress should outlaw
these productivity gains in the name
of job creation. It would be easy. Just
get rid of those John Deere harvesting
machines that do in a day what used
to take a thousand men a week, out-
law the robots and automation that
eliminated many manufacturing jobs
and bring back manually operated
PBX telephone switchboards. By the
way, if technological advances had
not eliminated millions of jobs, where
in the world would we have gotten
the workers to produce all those
goods and services that we now enjoy
that weren't even thought of decades
ago? The bottom line is that the health
of an industry is measured by its out-
put, not by the number of people it

employs.
When Americans buy

more goods from
Canadians, Chi-
nese and Mexi-
cans than they
buy from us, it's a
problem. Or is it?
Let's explore
whether buying
more from a per-
son than he buys
from you is a

problem, and let me give a personal
example. I buy more from my grocer
than he buys from me. In turn, he
buys more from his wholesaler than
the wholesaler buys from him. But
sticking to my grocer and me, let's see
whether there's a problem -- what
some people might call a trade deficit.

When I spend $100 at the grocery,
my capital account (money) goes
down by $100, but my goods account
(groceries) increases by $100. My gro-
cer's goods account decreases by $100,
while his capital account increases by
$100. There's a trade balance, whether
my grocer is down the street, in an-
other state or in another country.

Say Japan's Sony Corp. sells me a
$1,000 television. My capital account
goes down by $1,000, but my goods
account rises by $1,000. Suppose Sony
doesn't buy any wheat, corn, cotton or
cars from Americans. People are

tempted to say that there's a trade
deficit. Not true. Instead of using that
$1,000 to buy goods from us, Sony
might purchase stocks and U.S. Trea-
sury bonds from us -- in other words,
invest in America. When Sony sells
me a television, the corporation's
goods account (called "current ac-
count" in international trade) goes
down by $1,000, but its capital account
(stocks and bonds) rises by $1,000. Lo
and behold, again a balance of trade.

By the way, it would be great if for-
eigners didn't buy anything from us
and just gave us cars, computers, tele-
visions, clothing and other goods in
exchange for slips of paper with pic-
tures of past presidents such as
George Washington, Andrew Jackson
and Ulysses Grant. We could live the
life of Riley. The world would bestow
all manner of goods and services upon
us, and all we'd have to do is have a
few Americans employed printing
dollars that foreigners would hold
precious and keep.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find out more about Walter E.
Williams and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

It just ain't so
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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 Cash for junk vehicles
We pay cash $300 & up for big 

& small vehicles
No Title Necessary

Licensed ~ We also buy any 
kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup

Open 7 days a week

CALL JUNK JOE

386-867-1396

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 729866

 Lost Female Chihuahua
 in the Roma Road area
  in Jasper, FL. Answers 

 to Honey. Honey colored 
 with some white. 

 Call 386-792-3434  729
483

Price includes fabric & labor. 
More than 300 fabrics to select from!

Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
new padding added to entire piece.

New cushion foam is extra if needed.
NO Seconds • NO Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

1-850-973-6006 OR 1-850-973-4667

“I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

728459bgv

2 Chairs
$40000

or
Sofa & Chair

$42900

March Special

The Jasper News
Published weekly every Thursday. USPS #755-980

Office located at 105 NE 2nd Avenue,
Bank of America, Jasper, FL 32052

Phone (386) 792-2487 FAX (386) 792-3009
E-mail address: jaspernews1@windstream.net

Myra Regan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publisher
Jeff Waters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Editor
Joyce Marie Taylor  . . . . . . . . . .Reporter
Brenda Demarais  . . . . . . . . . . . .Sales Representative

Periodicals postage paid at Jasper, FL.
Annual subscription rate is $17 in county, 

$25 out of county and out of state.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 

The Jasper News, 105 NE 2nd Ave., Jasper, FL 32052

Letter to the editor and Article Policy
Letters to the editor and news articles can be mailed,

FAXed or dropped off at the news office located in the
Bank of America Building, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.
till 12 noon.

Letters to the Editor should be typed, double-spaced if
possible, brief and to the point, approximately 150 to 200
words or less. Not all letters are published. To be consid-
ered for publication Letters to the Editor must be signed,
include the writer’s address and phone number, and in
the Jasper News’ office on Friday before noon.

News Releases, 400 or less words, should be typed, dou-
ble-spaced if possible, brief and to the point. Not all articles
are published.

Letters and articles may be edited to fit available space.
Well written letters/articles require less editing.

To mail your letter/article, send it to: The Jasper News,
105 NE 2nd Ave., Jasper, FL 32052 or FAX it to: 386-792-
3009.

Healthy Living ~Beth Harris, CSCS, CHFS

bethharrisfitness@gmail.com

Frustrated with weight loss

Share Saturday, an annual event hosted by
New Hope Baptist Church for the community,
will be held on Saturday, March 24, at the church.
The ministry give-away will open at 8 a.m. and
last until noon.

Some of the items already donated include a
TV, microwave, household goods and clothes.
There will be no charge for anything; everything
will be free. The point is to share with others.

New Hope is located at 6592 NW 48th Street in
Jennings, just off of State Road 6 West. The pub-
lic is invited to attend.

Share Saturday



By Pastor John 
Whittington

One night the disci-
ples of Jesus were try-
ing to row their boat
across the lake, but a
storm came from
nowhere, and they
thought they were go-
ing to drown. Wind,
rain, waves and light-
ening were all coming
against people who
were just trying to obey
Jesus! He was the one
who told them to go to
the other side. Remem-
ber, just because you’re
going through it, does-
n’t mean you’re not in
the will of God. It often
means the opposite.

These men just
thought they were
afraid of the weather.
Suddenly, they saw
something that turned
the roar of the storm
into background noise.
The glowing figure of a
man seemed to be glid-
ing on the water to-
ward them! They
thought it was a ghost.
Maybe a spirit was
coming to pull them

down to the bottom of
the lake.

But it was Jesus!
John 6:20b “It is I;

don’t be afraid.” 
Notice what Jesus

doesn't say: Jesus does-
n’t say, “I have the lat-
est NOAA weather re-
port, so don’t be
afraid!” He doesn’t say,
“There’s a shallow spot
right over here, so don’t
be afraid!” “You're al-
most to the other side,
so don’t be afraid!”

That's What people

will do. They will try to
minimize the storm.
Maybe they’ll ignore
the storm: "Every cloud
has a silver lining!"
“The sun will come out
tomorrow!” “It’s always
darkest just before you
drown... I mean just be-
fore the dawn!” We've
all been conveyers of
cold comfort. Fortu-
nately, that’s not how
God encourages.

God doesn't minimize
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ADVENT CHRISTIAN

BAPTIST (Southern)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
N.W . 15th Avenue Jasper

Rev. W ayne Sullivan
Sunday

Sunday School......................10:00 a.m .
M orning W orship..................11:00 a.m .

W ednesday
Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m .

717860-F

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

792-2275
Pastor: Steve Shaw

Sunday
Sunday School....................10:00 a.m .
M orning W orship.................11:00 a.m .
Children’s Church................11:00 a.m .
Church Training.....................6:00 p.m .
Evening W orship...................7:00 p.m .

W ednesday
Prayer M eeting......................7:00 p.m .
Youth Ignited/Youth M inistry7:00 p.m .

1/2 m ile East on Hw y. 6, Jasper, Fl 32052

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
“W here Friends becom e Fam ily”

207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
Pastor: Roger Hutto

Sunday
Sunday School............................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship......................11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.........................6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Supper........................................6:00 p.m.
Children, Youth & Adult Programs6:30 p.m.

717850-F

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
SR 6 W est, 6592 NW  48th St., 

 Jennings, FL 32053
938-5611

 Pastor: Jeff Cordero

Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship, Youth Happening, 
RA’s, GA’s........................................6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Supper..............................................6:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting, Discipleship class for adults, 
Youth actvities, Children’s 
Choirs.................................................6:30 p.m.

Van pick-up upon request
717856-F

CHURCH OF CHRIST
N.W . 3rd St., Jasper

Bldg.: 792-2277
Sunday

Sunday School............................9:30 a.m .
M orning W orship.......................10:30 a.m .
Evening W orship.........................6:00 p.m .

W ednesday
Evening........................................6:00 p.m .

717824-F

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

4520 NW  CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
 938-1265

Pastor: Johnny Brow n
Sunday

Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m .
W orship.......................................11:00 a.m .
Evening Service............................6:00 p.m .

W ednesday
Kids’ Program ...............................6:15 p.m .

717819-F

To list your 
church on our 

church directory, 
please call Brenda 
at 1-800-525-4182

CATHOLIC CHURCH
ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Three m iles north of Jasper U.S. 41

P.O . Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live O ak, FL

(386) 364-1108
Saturday M ASS 4:00 p.m .

717846-F

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

204 N.W . 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258
Pastor: Alexandria Hedrick

SUNDAY
Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m .
W orship Service..........................11:00 a.m .

W EDNESDAY
Prayer in Fellow ship Hall..............9:00 a.m .
Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m .

717818-F

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
Pastor - Dale Am es

Phone - 386-792-1122
Sunday

Sunday School.............................9:45 a.m .
M orning W orship........................11:00 a.m .

W ednesday
Bible Study...................................4:45 p.m .
Choir Practice...............................6:00 p.m .

Fam ily N ight D inner 3rd W ednesday
Clothes C loset 4th Saturday 1-5pm

717823-F

METHODIST

717852-F

BAPTIST (Southern)

Jerry Otis Burnham
March 8, 1941 - 

Feb. 18, 2012

Jerry Otis Burn-
ham, 70, of Fort
Myers, Fla.,

passed away Feb. 18,
2012. He was preceded
in death by his parents
O.C. Burnham and Doris
Coleman, and brother
Charles Burnham of
Jasper, Fla.

Survivors include
three children; Otis
(April) Burnham, Frank
(Nancy) Burnham, both
of Ft. Myers, and Yvonne
(Kenny) Williams, Ft.
Payne, Ala. Also surviv-
ing are three sisters; An-
abelle Burnham, Lake
City, Fla., Ethel Oxen-
dine, Ft. Myers, Linda
Cason, Jasper, Fla., sis-
ter-in-law Edna Burn-
ham, also of Jasper, six
grandchildren, and one
great grandchild.

Shenner M. Webb Jr.
Feb. 29, 2012

Mr. Shenner M.
Webb Jr., a
resident of

White Springs, Florida,
passed away Feb. 29,
2012 in Shands
Gainesville, Florida.

Mr. Webb is survived
by his father, Mr. Shen-
ner M. Webb Sr.; mother,
Mrs. Aletha Webb; sib-
lings, Angela Webb,
Toshika Reid, Felisha
Webb, Niki Webb and
Racheal Webb.

Funeral services for
Mr. Shenner M. Webb
will be Saturday, March
10, 2012 in the Zion Tem-
ple Holiness Church of
White Springs, Florida at
1 p.m.

Interment will be at
Swift Creek Cemetery,
White Springs, Florida. 

Visitation for family
and friends will be Fri-
day, March 9, 2012 from
5-7 p.m. at Zion Temple
Holiness Church, White
Springs, Florida.

D.M. Udell and Sons of
D.M. Udell Funeral
Home are in charge of all
arrangements. Contact
D.M. Udell and Sons at
386-362-4189 or by cellu-
lar device at 386-209-
0223.

Linda Joyce 
Hawkins

Ms. Linda Joyce
Hawkins 54,
of Jasper,

Florida answered the
heavenly master call Fri-
day, March 02, 2012 at
Haven Hospice in Lake
City. The Home going
celebration for Ms.
Hawkins will be 11:00
A.M. Saturday, March
10, 2012 at Jesus the Liv-
ing Word Deliverance
Church. Kathy Hawkins
is the pastor and Bishop
Vivian Hawkins Thomp-
son will officiate. Follow-
ing the Home going cele-
bration for Ms. Hawkins,
her earthen vessel along
with family members
and friends will be es-
corted to Friendship
Cemetery for Burial in
Jasper, Florida. A time to
visit with Ms. Hawkins
and her family will be
Friday, March 09, 2012
from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. at
Jesus the Living Word of
Deliverance Church.
Professional Mortuary
Services are entrusted to
Eric A. Brown & Son Fu-
neral Home, Inc.

By Angie Land

Everything in our
world revolves around
time. In fact, a sense of
timing is one of the most
important elements de-
termining the success or
failure of a project or the
resolution of a conflict.
We see examples of tim-
ing in public issues such
as the release of a new
movie or album, invest-
ing in the stock market,
or even a politician an-
nouncing his or her can-
didacy for a public of-
fice. However, personal
issues are also at the
mercy of timing. Consid-
er a marriage proposal, a
job application, or even a
difficult confrontation
with a spouse or family
member…timing is defi-
nitely a consideration in
these situations as well!

As we rejoin Nehemi-
ah this week, let’s look at
how God answered Ne-
hemiah’s prayer for fa-
vor with a dose of per-
fect timing! Chapter 2
begins with an en-
counter between Ne-
hemiah and King Artax-
erxes occurring in the

month of Nisan, which
coincides with the
month of March on our
calendar. A glance back
at chapter one reminds
us Nehemiah fasted and
prayed for “some days”
during the month of
Kislev, what we know as
November. Although
we aren’t given the spe-
cific details during Ne-
hemiah’s four-month
wait, one factor could be
the law forbidding any-
one to come into the
King’s presence without
being invited, upon
penalty of death. (See
Esther 4:11) It is also
possible King Artaxerx-
es was traveling and Ne-
hemiah did not serve
him during this period,
or perhaps the King and
Queen were entertaining
guests and Nehemiah
had no opportunity to
speak to them privately.  

What we observe in
Nehemiah’s four-month
wait is the dependence
on the sovereignty of
God as well as a respect
for those in authority
over him. Four months
gave Nehemiah time to
move past an emotional

response to the plight of
the exiles living in
Jerusalem, and also for
God to unfold His plan
in Nehemiah’s heart and
mind. Only when the
timing was right did Ne-
hemiah have the ear of
the King, and a close
look at their conversa-
tion reveals God’s favor
in this encounter:

First, note the King’s
attentiveness to Nehemi-
ah’s countenance. The
Persian Empire was vast
and riddled with con-
stant threats of war. De-
spite this, Artaxerxes
was not so distracted
with obligations or du-
ties that he overlooked
Nehemiah’s presence.
On the contrary, he ob-
served Nehemiah close-
ly and determined that
he was not ill, but griev-
ed.  

Second, it was Persian
law that no one would
come into the King’s
presence while mourn-
ing.  Perhaps this law
was to keep the reality of
suffering outside the
palace walls. Regardless,
it was dangerous for Ne-
hemiah to display a sad

appearance, but as God
intervened, the King re-
sponded with compas-
sion instead of anger to
Nehemiah’s sadness of
heart.  

Third, because verse 6
makes a point to record
the presence of the
Queen, I believe we can
ascribe significance to
her influence.  History
records that King Artax-
erxes ruled from 465-424
B.C. His predecessor
was King Xerxes, who
ruled from 486-465 B.C.
and was the husband to
Queen Esther, a Jewess
who risked her life to
protect her people from
destruction.  Surely Es-
ther’s legacy of wisdom
and bravery promoted
good will toward the
Jews among the Per-
sians, and Artaxerxes’
queen would have been
highly influenced by Es-
ther’s example.  Can’t
you picture her giving
the King the slightest of
nods across the table?

Personally, I believe
that authority is one of
the biggest elements
God uses in our lives
concerning timing, and

Nehemiah showed great
wisdom in waiting for
God’s favor to manifest.
So, when we ask God to
give us favor, especially
through another person,
let’s trust His timing to
be perfect, and be ready
to move when He opens
the door…

Because Every Heart
Matters, Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and  families.
Contact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land 3@w ind -
stream.net

Heart Matters
Nehemiah #3

Benefit gospel sing for The Yeoman's
Family, a southern gospel group who
has touched lives  in this community
spreading God's love in song in many
churches across this great nation. Due
to sickness and death in their family, a
benefit gospel sing/love offering will
be held. We can   give back to them

what they gave to us. LifeSong will be
concert this Saturday night March 10
in Jennings, Florida at Pentecostal De-
liverance Center starting at 6 p.m. The
concert is free. The church is located
across from the school in downtown
Jennings, Florida on McCall Street. For
more Information call 386-590-6267.

Benefit sing for the Yeoman’s family

by Rev. James L. Snyder

I find it quite amusing
that some of the bright-
est and richest people in
our country do not seem
to have a clue as to what
they are doing. Most do
not have the common
sense that God gave to a
caterpillar. As Abraham
Lincoln used to say,
common sense is not as
common as it used to be.
Amen, to that one.

The financial experts
are telling us that we
need to buy gold or sil-
ver to safeguard our in-
vestments. I am way
ahead of the game. Sev-
eral years ago, I got a
gold tooth. Fortunately,
for me, I got it before the
financial crisis in our
country. I cannot tell you
what a remarkable feel-
ing it is to walk around
with your fortune in
your mouth.

I hear about all of the
investment schemes that
are supposed to make
me rich. I have a sneak-
ing suspicion that the
only people getting rich
are those with the in-
vestment schemes. They
want us to buy stocks

and bonds and futures. I
never heard of anything
so silly in all my life.

What would I do with
stocks, bonds and fu-
tures, whatever in the
world they are, in my
portfolio. I have no idea
what a portfolio is but I
am certain it has some-
thing to do with these in-
vestment schemes. I just
do not want anybody fo-
lioing around with my
port, thank you very
much, sir.

If I got my facts right,
and I looked it up in the
dictionary, port has
something to do with
wine. Why would I want
to put a bottle of port
into my folio and pre-
tend it is some kind of an
investment?

I really have to give it
to these investment
schemers. They really
know how to pull the
wool over our eyes. I
want to go on record as
saying that they are not
pulling any wool over
my eyes. Just leave my
wool alone. If I want my
wool pulled, it certainly
will not be over my eyes,

Keeping close tabs
on my investments

Freedom is Here
“It is I; Don’t Be Afraid!”

SEE FREEDOM, PAGE 8A SEE KEEPING, PAGE 8A
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Sports

Editor’s note: Malcolm Pollock  is a
Hamilton County High School gradu-
ate.

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.--South-
eastern University closed out their
NAIA Sun Conference season, Thurs-
day night, Feb. 23, with their annual
conference banquet which was hosted
this year by Northwood University.

Senior, Malcolm Pollock, was named
First Team All-Conference, and be-
comes the first player in program his-
tory to achieve First Team All-Confer-
ence honors.

Pollock averaged 13.8 points, 5.1 re-
bounds, and 2.2 assists per game this
season, in one of the toughest NAIA
D-II conferences in America. Current-
ly  four conference schools are ranked

in the NAIA's Top 25, with North-
wood sitting No. 1 in the latest polls.

Pollock was second in the confer-
ence with a 59 percent shooting per-
centage, while often defending his
competitor's top offensive player.

It was the second straight year Pol-
lock was recognized by the coaches
within the conference, as last season he
was named a Second Team All-Con-

ference player. He averaged 15.1
points, 5.1 rebounds, and 2.5 assists
per game during the 2010-2011 season.

Senior, Arthur Jackson, received the
Champions of Character award, which
is given to a student athlete who rep-
resents the NAIA's five core values ex-
ceptionally on and off the court.

Story courtesy of the Southeastern
University Fire.

#11
Position: F    Ht.: 6-4    Wt.: 195
Hometown: Jasper, Fla.
Previous School: Hamilton County HS
Eligibility: Sr.  Major: Psychology 

AT SOUTHEASTERN

JUNIOR (2010-2011): Played in 37
games...Led the team in scoring with 15.14
points per game...Averaged 5.14 rebounds,
2.57 assists, and 1.19 steals blocks... Named
Second Team NCCAA D1 and NAIA Second
Team All-Conference...Recipient of the MVP
and Male Athlete of the Year Awards...Scored
22 points and grabbed five rebounds against
Ave Maria University on 12/1/2011...Game
high 25 points in a loss against Edward Wa-
ters College on 1/5/2011...Scored 25 points and grabbed six rebounds in a
win over St. Thomas University on 1/31/2011...Contributed 22 points in a
win over Truett-McConnell at the NCCAA D1 South Regional Tournament
on 3/7/2011...Scored season high 27 points, dished out seven assists, and
grabbed six rebounds in a win over North Greenville University at the NC-
CAA D1 South Region Championship.

SOPHOMORE (2009-2010): Appeared in 36 games...Named 2010 NCCAA
II Second Team All-American...Named 2010 First Team South Region...Av-
eraged 14.4 points, 8.1 rebounds, 2.7 assists, and 1.4 steals per game...Scored
season high 26 points versus Trinity College on 1/12/2010...Scored 24
points versus Florida Christian College on 11/17/2009...Grabbed a season
high 17 rebounds and added a season high five blocks versus Southeastern
Bible College on 11/24/2009...Dished out eight assists three times in 2009-
2010, which is a career high.

FRESHMAN (2008-2009): Appeared in 37 games...Led the Fire with a
53.5% shooting percentage...Averaged 10.0 points, 5.4 rebounds, and 1.0
steals per game...Primarily the Fire's sixth man coming off the bench as a
freshman...Named team's 'Most Improved Player' by Coach Dunlap...
Scored a career high 22 points and grabbed seven rebounds in a loss to Val-
ley Forge Christian College on 1/16/09...Scored 12 points and grabbed four
rebounds in 2009 NCCAA II National Tournament game versus South-
western Christian University on 3/12/09......Scored 12 points in first round
victory over Southwestern College on 3/10/09...Had 13 points in victory
over Trinity College in first round of South Region Tournament on
2/26/09...Scored a game high 17 points on Homecoming night in victory
over Piedmont Baptist Bible College on 2/6/09...Scored 13 points and had
nine rebounds in a loss to St. Thomas University on 12/5/08...Scored 13
points and added eight rebounds in loss to Southeastern Bible College on
11/20/08.

HIGH SCHOOL: Named his team’s Most Valuable Player his senior
year...Averaged 12 points and five rebounds per game his senior year.

PERSONAL: Son of Dwight and Jackie Pollock...Psychology major...Went
on a mission trip to Columbia this past summer...Also, volunteered as a
camp counselor at Kids Across America in Missouri.

The Suwannee Chapter of the Flori-
da Trail Association will hold its
monthly meeting on Monday, March
12, 2012, at the Suwannee River Water
Management District Office, 9225 CR
49, Live Oak, from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M.
(The office is located on the corner of
US 90 and CR 49, 2 miles east of Live
Oak.)

The program this month will feature
a presentation by Jeanne Van Arsdall,
wildlife photographer from Lake City.
She will be sharing a slideshow on
“Wildlife of Africa”.  Jeanne spent
twelve days on safari in Tanzania,
photographing big game, the Ngoro
Ngoro Crater, the Great Rift Valley,
mountains and scenery around Mount
Kilimanjaro and the Serengeti Plains.

The public is cordially invited to at-
tend.

The Suwannee Chapter of the Flori-
da Trails Association has the responsi-
bility of  maintaining trails that in-
cludes the Foley and Econfina sections
from the Econfina River in the Big
Bend, east to the Suwannee River State
Park at Ellaville. The Ellaville sections
include river front hiking along the
Suwannee and Withlacoochee Rivers.
The chapter keeps these trails that are
located in Madison, Hamilton and
Suwannee Counties, maintained for
the hiking public as well as chapter
members.

For more information contact: Sylvia
Dunam, Chapter Chair 386-362-3256,
Irv Chance, 386-330-2424.

Pollock named First Team All-Conference

Senior helped Fire to a 10-6 Conference record

Malcolm Pollock goes in for a dunk versus Jamestown College, back on December 17th, in Lakeland.

Malcolm Pollock

Malcolm Pollock

Suwannee Chapter of the Florida Trail Assn. meeting



Front porches and rocking chairs--So
much of my childhood was spent sit-
ting on the front steps of my paternal
grandmother's home on Mill Street in
White Springs, as the "grown folks"
rocked in rocking chairs on the front
porch and visited.
When the adults made the decision

to discuss a subject "for adults only",
the prouncement, not the pleading
question, from Grandma Bullard was
very clearly stated "Go out in the yard
and play now--grown people are talk-
ing."  That meant for you to move
away, way away, from where the
adults were visiting.  She didn't repeat
it twice.
During the seven or eight months of

mildly warm to scorchingly hot
weather with with we are blessed in
north Florida, the front porch served
as a place where family members and
friends gathered to share memories,
stories, and, in the case of my family, a
lot of humor and laughter.  In the days

of  my childhood, a visit meant some-
thing to the host, as well as to the visi-
tor.  In the White Springs, Florida, of
my childhood, most visits were im-
promptu.  Friends, family members,
and neighbors "dropped in".  Each was
greeeted warmly, and in the case of
my Grandma Bullard, a visit wasn't
complete unless the visitor was offered
a cool drink, a cup of coffee, and, in
many instances, a piece of homemade
pound cake, or some other homemade
dessert--I especially remember her
bread pudding.
Visits were an opportunity to hear

about what was going in the lives of
those who visited, as well as the host,
and to share other community news,
as well as to reminsice about "days
gone by' and to tell stories.  I loved the
stories the best.  People knew "how to"
converse, and conversation, good con-
versation, is an "art" that is sadly be-
coming very rare.
At this time of year when the banks

of the Suwannee take on "new life" in
various shades of green, folks seemed
to natrually navigate to the front
porch.  If the temperature proved to be
a little warm or humid, someone was
sent into the house to bring out some
extra han "hand fans" so visitors could
leisurely "fan themselves", as they vis-
ited. The hand fans were valued in a
couple of ways--they kep the warm air
circulating around one's face and
head, and the motion of the fan at least
temporarily "addled" pesky insects.
At times, too, depending on the

scenes printed on the hand fans, an op-
portunity was afforded, at least in the
case of my  grandma, for a mini scrip-
ture lesson.  Scenes on the covers of the
hand fans often depicted "Jesus Pray-
ing in the Garden", or "Jesus Standing
at the Door and Knocking" or "Jesus
Feeding the Lambs".  The hand fans
usually advertised local funeral homes
and "B.AC" --"Before Air Condition-
ing", the hand fans were used with
gusto by church goers and those who
attended funerals, weddings, and oth-
er special events.
In my case, the funeral home hand

fans were, more often than not, used to
point out my "errant ways" or some ac-
tion I had taken that proved disap-
pointing to my grandma or one of my
great aunts.  
During my childhood,  the sign that

a verbal and/or physical disagreement
"between" or, at times "among", you
and your friends, had reached the
point of "no reconciliation" (in other
words you'd been in "a devil of a row)-
-The words would issue forth "You
can go home!! You go home!! You
leave my house and go home!!! " This
going home, in most instances, might
last for the most severe disagreements,
no more than a few hours--then all
was forgotten and you were "playing"

together again.
I know, at times, Grandma Bullard

or one of her sisters, and she had eight,
my beloved Joyner "great aunts"--
overheard me in my childish disagree-
ments and arguments.  They didn't
just have eyes in the back of their
heads--they had them all the way
around their heads, and ears that
heard  A LOT."   I have to admit, they
were the masters at "dime store psy-
chology"---they would wait a while af-
ter my infraction and, then, as they
sipped a glass of iced tea, and fanned,
they would call me over and say "Look
here at this fan", and then would issue
forth the lesson about the goodness,
kindness, and patience of the Master
and the Beatitudes, hitting hard upon
"Blessed are the peacemakers". 
I wish I could relate that I always lis-

tened to these lessons--Sadly, I did not,
but at times I would and, at times, the
tears would flow, and, then, at other
times, I would inwardly, not outward-
ly, I wasn't that studpid, roll my eyes
and think "When will this come to an
end?",  as they told the story. I wish I
had taken them all to heart.
In the present day, we face many

challenges and changes, but here in
the Suwannee River Valley as real as
those changes are--We do have con-
stancy and consistency--once again,
the dogwood and redbud trees are in
full bloom, bumble bees are buzzing
through the humid air, and  azaleas
are displaying their full glory.  
From my own rocking chair on a

screened front porch, not too far from
the banks of the Suwannee, I know the
world is full of the click, click, clicking
of  text messages and lightning speed
internet, but, as I close my eyes, I am
transported to more leisurely time and
to the scene of my Grandma Bullard's
front porch lined with rocking chairs--
and, in those chairs, friends and rela-
tives laughing, talking, and enjoying
each other...It's a good memory and a
time and place for which I am thank-
ful.
Children and young people today

have many wonderful, high tech toys,
but I would trade them "all" for one
more afternoon rocking and visiting
on that front porch.  During this sea-
son of "rebirth" and "renewal", my
spirit is truly refreshed by the precious
memories of the "front porch" and the
"rocking chair".  
From the Eight Mile Still, on the

Woodpecker Route, north of White
Springs, I wish you a day filled with
joy, peace, and, above all, lots of love
and laugther.
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 554 US Hwy 129 S. Jasper, Florida
 (386) 792-3833

 4TH ANNUAL WESTERN DAY ROUND UP! 
 SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2012 

 10:15 A.M. TIL ? 

 A TIME OF FELLOWSHIP WITH OLD AND 
 NEW FRIENDS EVERYONE WELCOME! 
 GOSPEL MESSAGE BY PASTOR DANNY 

 HENDERSON SPECIAL GOSPEL BLUEGRASS 
 MUSIC BY THE STEWART FAMILY 

 WEAR YOUR BEST WESTERN WEAR
  (PRIZES AWARDED FOR BEST DRESSED IN 
 WESTERN CLOTHES!) (WINNERS WILL BE 

 INDUCTED INTO THE GOLDEN HORSESHOE 
 HALL OF FAME!) 

 FOOD & DESSERTS 
 (A GEN-U-INE WESTERN BAR-B-QUE, BRING 

 YOUR BEST APPROPRIATE DISH) (MEAT 
 PROVIDED!) 

 FUN AND FELLOWSHIP  
 AFTER LUNCH STICK AROUND FOR WAGON 

 RIDES, HORSEBACK RIDES (ASSISTED) AND AN 
 OUTRAGEOUS HORSESHOE PITCHING 

 TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS! SPECIAL
  BLUEGRASS MUSIC BY THE STEWART FAMILY! 

 R-U-READY? 
 Y’ALL COME -YA HEAR? 

 Harvest 
 Fellowship

 Church

 729419



Hello, again - we
have escaped the bad
weather again, thank-
fully.  At this writing it
is a beautiful day!

We hope that the Re-
lay for Life is on your
mind, many events are
ahead leading up to
the BIG WEEKEND.
The first weekend in
Aprill, as we said it
seemed like such a
long way off when we
started talking about it,
but it is almost here
and we hope we are all
ready for a successful
weekend.  Barbara But-
ler informs us that the
committee is in need of
entertainment, if you
are interested please
contact her so that
preparations can be
made for your offering,
whatever you are able
to contribute.  If you
have not already vol-
unteered to participate

in the Relay in any
way, please contact
Barbara to lelt her
know how you would
like to contribute.  Let's
make this the best ever.
THe Relay will be
starting at noon on Sat-
urday, April 14th, end-
ing with a church ser-
vice at 7 AM, April
15th,  if I have used
April 7th before, I
stand corrected, for
some reason I had been
thinking it was the first
weekend in April, then
realized that is Easter
weekend, knew it
would not have been
planned like that.

Last weekend was a
special one for Larry
and Mary B. Cail, they
celebrated the birth-
days of their two
grandchildren with
family get-together.
Amy Grace (daughter
of Jodi and Philip Gib-
son) turned three; and
Carter (son of Amy
and Alan Jacobs)
turned 10.  Amy and
Carter came over from
Tallahassee on Friday
evening and they all

went to Jacksonville on
Saturday for a party
and picnic in the park
in Jacksonville, River-
side.   They had a great
time, the weather wait-
ed until after the party
and all got home safe-
ly, after a feast of Pizza
and birthday cake.

We are glad to have
Sue Fennell back with
us.  Her son, Rusty and
his wife, Vicki (Gools-
by) Fennell will be liv-
ing here, they will  be
living together and we
welcome all of them
back to Hamilton
County.

The Bullard family
will be bringing mes-
sage in songat First
United Methodist
Church on Sunday,
May 13th - this Sunday
the Georgians will be
at their Church for a
message in song..

Hope to hear from
you!  Have a good
week.

Lillian Norris   
792-2151

norrislw@
windstream.net

I will tell you that right
here. This wool pulling
sounds more like sheep
fleecing to me, and I
want nothing to do with
it.

For me I have discov-
ered a way of safeguard-
ing my wealth. My basic
financial philosophy is
simply spend less than I
make. I know that is a
revolutionary concept in
today's world, but it has
stood me in good stead
for many a year.

We live in a culture
that has absolutely no
spending control what-
soever. This culture does
not know the relation-
ship between saving
money and spending
money.

For example. The Gra-
cious Mistress of the
Parsonage came home
the other day and in a
very exuberant tone told
me how much she saved
at the grocery store. "I
saved $119.23 today at
the grocery store. Isn't

that terrific?"
Being the humble, de-

mure sort of guy that I
am, I did not ask her a
question that was
buzzing around my
head at the time. The
question was, how much
did it cost me to save
you that much money?

Having a happy home
is more important to me
than exploring truth at
its core. Especially in
this area.

My financial strategy
down through the years
has been a very regular
and wise investment
plan. I am not quite sure
how I came up with this
marvelous plan, but one
day it just hit me. Ever
since that time, I have
been using my financial
investment plan.

My investment plan
only cost me $19.79 back
in the year of our Lord
1986. Since that time, it
has faithfully served me
and I have no com-
plaints. I have through
the years thought about
upgrading my invest-

ment plan, but then
what would the purpose
be?

Back in 1986, I saw in
the men's department of
the JCPenney store in
our community a very
nicely tailored navy blue
and gold striped gentle-
man's vest. It immedi-
ately caught my atten-
tion and as I examined
it, I noticed that inside
this vest was a variety of
pockets. I looked at them
and that is when it hit
me.

Down through the
years I have often won-
dered why somebody
else did not come up
with this idea. I guess I
am just a genius.

I bought the vest and
brought it home and
hung it in my closet after
I first labeled each of the
inside pockets. There
was a pocket for dollar
bills, one for five-dollar
bills, one for ten-dollar
bills and one that I do
not use as often for $20
bills. Every time I have a
little bit of change left
over I go to my closet
turned to my best and
invest that money where
nobody can find it.

My investment plan is
more or less an in and
out exchange program.
When I have a need, I
sometimes divest some
money. Through the
years, it has been a great
blessing in my invest-
ment plan and is some-
thing that I am rather
proud of.

Solomon put it in
great perspective con-
cerning wealth when he
said, "Remove far from
me vanity and lies: give
me neither poverty nor
riches; feed me with
food convenient for
me:  lest I be full, and
deny  thee, and say,
Who  is the LORD? or
lest I be poor, and steal,
and take the name of my
God  in vain" ( Proverbs
30:8-9 KJV).

My investment plan is
well buttoned up for fu-
ture security.

Keeping close tabs on my investments
Continued From Page 5A
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 THE  LOT
 T he P rim e S pot to 

 B uy or S ell U sed V ehicles

 W.E. “Buddy” Nail
 Corner of 

 Bascom Norris & 
 Branford Hwy.

 Lake City, FL
 386-752-2404
 386-752-5696
 386-623-6416 Open: Monday-Friday 9-5 Saturday 9-1

 729
207

dsv

 1986 FORD 700 
 SPREADER TRUCK
    8.2 L DETROIT, 5 SPEED, 

 SPREADER BODY
 COMPLETELY REBUILT

 $10,000
 1995 NISSAN 
 PATHFINDER XE

 V6,  2 WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO, 
 CRUISE, A/C, TILT WHEEL

 $3,250
 1997 FORD XLT 
 AEROSTAR SPORT
 3.0 L V6, AUTO, FRONT 
 & REAR A/C, CRUISE
 RUNNING BOARDS, 

 REAR WIPER/DEFROSTER

     $3,250
 2000 JEEP 

 GRAND CHEROKEE
 AUTO, V6, COLD A/C, SUNROOF, 

 LEATHER,
 NICE VEHICLE

 $4,650
 2001 CHEVY 
 TAHOE LT

 5.3 L V8, AUTO, LEATHER,
 FRONT & REAR A/C, LOADED

 $8,000
 1991 CHEVY S-10 

 BLAZER
 AUTO, V-6 4.5L, A/C

 $3,600
 1999 FORD ESCORT
 AUTO, 4-CYCLE, CRUISE, A/C

 $2,600
 1996 FORD RANGER 

 PICKUP
 5 SPEED, 2.3L, A/C

 $3,000
 1990 FORD RANGER XLT

 V-6

 $2,200
 1993 NISSAN KING 

 CAB PICKUP
 5 SPEED, 4-CYCLE, A/C

 $ 2,250
 1997 CHEVY S-10 

 BLAZER
 V-6, A/C

 $ 4,000

the storm. God maxi-
mizes Himself!

He doesn't say,
“It's not as bad as

you thought so don't be
afraid!”

“It looks like it's
clearing up, so don't be
afraid!”

“You're almost to the
other side, so don't be
afraid!”

Jesus says, “It is I - all
the reason you need to
not be afraid.” 

“The storm is bad,
but it is I! So don’t be
afraid!”

“You're not getting
any closer to land, but

it is I! So don’t be
afraid!”

“The water is coming
over into the boat but it
is I! So don’t be afraid!”

He is bigger than
your storm, greater
than any distance and
he can keep the most
hopeless situation not
only floating, but sail-
ing!

Don't try to minimize
your storm. Maximize
your God!

Pastor John 
Whittington
Lighthouse 

Christian Center
Mayo, FL

www.lccmayo.com

Freedom is Here
Continued From Page 5A

Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

By Joyce Marie Taylor
PCS Phosphate White

Springs announced that
Barton Cemetery Road,
also known as S.E. 129
Place in Hamilton Coun-
ty will be re-opening
soon, seven to eight
months ahead of sched-
ule, according to public
affairs manager Mike
Williams.

“This road is an un-
paved dirt connector road
approximately 1.6 miles
in length,” said Williams.

The road (129th Place)
starts at CR 137 north of
Friendship Baptist
Church and runs north-

northwest until connect-
ing into S.E. 120th Road,
which is also an unpaved
dirt road that runs from
CR 137 to SR 6 east of
Jasper.   

“This road was tem-
porarily closed in early
2009 after several public
meetings and board ac-
tion in late 2008,”
Williams explained. “The
closure was for a period
of approximately
four  years until mining
and reclamation was
completed.”

Williams said that at
the time of closure Com-
missioner Harry “Buster”

Oxendine requested that
PCS re-open S.E. 129th
Place as soon as feasi-
ble.  During the time of
temporary closure Oxen-
dine has tracked the
progress of PCS in the
area and kept himself
knowledgeable of the sta-
tus of the issue. PCS antic-
ipates that road construc-
tion of 129th place will be
completed in approxi-
mately one month.  

“Following seasoning
of the road and   inspec-
tion and acceptance of the
road by county officials, it
will be reopened,” said
Williams. 

Barton Cemetery Road to be re-opened soon
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