
By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton Cares pro-
ject spearheaded by Dr.
Thomas F. Logan, Ph.D,
has shifted into high gear
and proposes to bring high
quality childcare into
Hamilton County by utiliz-
ing vacant space in the old
high school/courtroom an-
nex. A tentative grand
opening is slated for early
January 2013. 

Logan is the executive di-
rector of the Early Learning
Coalition of Florida's Gate-
way based in Lake City
and he has been diligently
working on the Hamilton
Cares project for years. 

Hamilton Cares, Inc. is a
non-profit 501c3 corpora-
tion committed to serving
the young children of
Hamilton County. It was

formed in 2009 by con-
cerned citizens of Hamilton
County and is chaired by
Mike Williams of Potash
Corporation (PCS) in White
Springs.

Ricki Kennedy, Cecil
Davis, Elizabeth Mitchell,
Carol Milton, Mantha
Young and Rick Young are
on the board of directors
for Hamilton Cares and
they met with Logan and
engineer Phil Bishop at the

proposed site on Jan. 25 to
go over the detailed floor
plans. 

“Everyone agrees that
one of the most critical is-
sues in Hamilton County is
the lack of local programs
providing quality early
learning,” Logan states in
his proposal to the county.

With more than 600 in-
fants, toddlers and three-
year-olds in the county, Lo-
gan said fewer than 100
slots are available in pri-
vate centers and homes,
and they do not offer high-
quality early learning. The
principal goal of the pro-
ject, he said, is to “increase
the availability of afford-
able, quality early educa-
tion and care in the coun-
ty.” 

Logan also said there are
currently only two licensed
childcare facilities in Jasper
that serve about 40 chil-
dren. 

Additionally, he said,
there is a Headstart pro-
gram in Jennings that
serves between 20-30 kids.

According to Logan, the

latest census figures state
there are 770 children un-
der the age of five in
Hamilton County with 300
of them below the poverty
level, so he feels there is a
definite need for this facili-
ty.

The Hamilton County
School Board deeded the
buildings at the old high
school property on US 41
over to the board of county
commissioners after they
built the new high school
on US 129. In September of
2010 the county contracted
a lease agreement with
Hamilton Cares for use of
an unused classroom wing
located behind the county
administrative offices. 

By utilizing this space,
the new childcare center
will be centrally located in
the middle of the county.
Plans are to convert five
old classroom spaces on
one end of the wing into a
high-quality childcare and
learning facility that will
serve all of Hamilton

SEE NEW, PAGE 11A
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A packed house of concerned
citizens, parents and officials
from White Springs joined to-
gether on Thursday, Feb. 2, at
a special town council meeting
to discuss the impact to the
town if Hamilton County
School Board (HCSB) proceeds
with their decision to close
South Hamilton Elementary
(SHE) at the end of the 2011-12
school year if Central Hamilton

Elementary (CHE) does not
exit intervene status. 

The meeting had one pur-
pose; to figure out what op-
tions were available for the
town to fight closure of their
A-rated school, which was ap-
proved by the HCSB on Jan. 24.

To address the situation,
White Springs Mayor Helen
Miller said they will be moving
forward with three identified
plans. The first is to try to ne-

By Jeffry Boatright
jeffry.boatright@gaflnews.com

A Hamilton County man
has been awarded 8.4 mil-
lion dollars in compensation
for permanent injuries sus-
tained after riding a defec-
tive ATV, court records
show.

According to Allison Didi-
er of the Didier Law Firm in
Orlando, 36-year-old
Michael Joseph Scott Corbett
of Jasper test drove a 2008
Artic Cat Thundercat 1000
ATV at the Jasper Rodeo on

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County
Schools will be observing
four furlough days this
year as part of budget cuts
that were approved last
year.

“The addition of four
furlough days provides a
savings of $207,000 to the
school district,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Martha
Butler said. “The furlough
days, with $352,000 from
the Ed Jobs Bill allocation

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The highlight of the Jan. 23 meeting of
the Hamilton County Alcohol and Other
Drug Prevention Coalition Partnership
was a presentation by HCSO Sergeant
Emily Lumpkin on ‘Needs Assessment’ for
Hamilton County.

Lumpkin is program coordinator and
past president of the coalition. The assess-
ment is part of the strategic framework
process of the contract the coalition has
with Meridian Behavioral Healthcare and
the Department of Children and Families
(DCF).

Lumpkin said in her research she found
specific areas of need for Hamilton County
by using Florida Charts, an online resource
tool to assess community health, as well as
utilizing other reference sources. Binge
drinking among adults and kids, smoking,
and prescription drugs were the main
needs, she said.

“Murder and suicide is up in Hamilton
County,” said Lumpkin. 

Forcible sex resulting from alcohol con-
sumption, chlamydia from unprotected
sex and repeat teen pregnancies have been
increasing, as well as alcohol-related mo-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Jeramie Cheshire, Hamil-
ton County Sheriff’s Offi-
cer, (HCSO) is also part of
the drug task force for the
county and a member of
the Hamilton County Alco-
hol and Other Drug Pre-
vention Coalition Partner-
ship. At a meeting of the
coalition on Monday, Jan.
23, Cheshire offered up-
dates on the drug task force
and their activities.

The Hamilton County
Drug Task Force is multi-
jurisdictional and was
formed in 2002. It operates
under the assistance and
within the guidelines as set

White Springs fights to save
South Hamilton Elementary

Hamilton
man
awarded
$8.4 million

Mayor Helen Miller and Vice-mayor Walter McKenzie. 

New childcare/learning center proposed here

Hamilton
schools on
furlough
days

A look at alcohol and drug abuse here

Drug Task
Force on
the job

White Springs residents meet to discuss the future of SHE. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor
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Dr. Tom Logan explains the playground site plan with Hamilton Cares board
members. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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May 4, 2008. While test
driving the ATV, Corbett
hit a divot, causing the
machine to roll over and
land on top of him.

“The ATV has a safety
system which, upon tilt-

ing past 65 degrees, is de-
signed to shut off the en-
gine automatically to pre-
vent injuries,” Didier
wrote in a press release.
“Despite such design, Ar-
tic Cat chose to use a tilt
sensor that was known to
give false signals about

the vehicle’s position,
and, as a result, the ATV
did not shut off in this ac-
cident.”

Didier said that as a re-
sult of his injuries, Corbett
will never be able to work
again in the construction
industry, where he was

previously a successful
foreman.

“Also, due to the severe
friction burns he sus-
tained to both arms, both
legs and his abdomen be-
cause of contact with the
spinning tires, Mr. Cor-
bett faces numerous addi-
tional surgeries in the fu-
ture to address his
wounds and scars,”
Dieder wrote.

According to Dieder,
internal documents of Ar-
tic Cat revealed they
knew five months before
manufacturing this ATV
that it had a problem with
the tilt sensor, but chose to
leave the tilt sensor on the
ATV instead of fixing it.

“This company put
profits over people, sav-
ing a mere $4.41 per vehi-
cle when it knowingly put
an ATV with a defectively
designed safety system
into the market,” Henry
Didier said.

After deliberating just
over three hours, a six
member jury for the Third
Judicial Circuit Court in

Jasper awarded Corbett
$8,471,147.32 for total
damages as a result of his
injuries.

According to records
from the Hamilton Coun-

ty Clerk of the Circuit
Court, damages included
past and future medical
expenses incurred from
the ATV, as well as Cor-
bett’s loss of income.

By Joyce Marie  Taylor

Regarding an item
that was not on the con-
sent agenda, a motion
was made to continue a
public hearing on appli-
cation LDR 11-01 to the
next meeting of the
board to allow commis-
sioners time to review
the ordinance. The pub-
lic hearing is regarding
a text amendment and
effective date to section
14.13 of the Hamilton
County Land Develop-
ment Regulation (LDR)
with regard to cemeter-
ies. 

Thanks for my home
Clerk of Court Greg

Godwin read a letter
from a Hamilton Coun-
ty resident who ex-
pressed appreciation to
everyone involved in
the 2010 CDBG Grant
Program for providing
her a new home in time
for Christmas. She espe-
cially thanked contrac-
tor Gary Newsome and
Spencer Nabors from
In-Touch Consulting
Group for being kind,
patient and professional
throughout the process.

Bids
CR 6 bridge replace-

ment project: Engineer
Greg Bailey read two
quotes for flow fill for
the culverts, one from
Columbia ReadyMix at
$77 per cubic yard with
a $25 per truck fuel sur-
charge and one from
Anderson Materials at

$72 per cubic yard with
no other fees. The board
approved using Ander-
son Materials. The
board also approved
using Bob's Barricades
for the two message
signs at a rental fee of
$30 per day.

The board approved
Nabors to solicit for
three bids on a new
well for a White Springs
resident, whose well
has gone dry, under the
emergency repair cate-
gory of the SHIP pro-
gram. The resident cur-
rently has no water on
his property.
In honor of Dr. Eutsey
After a lengthy dis-

cussion with Jasper res-
ident Ellis Wright, the
board agreed to com-
plete a nearly year-long
project of putting up a
memorial sign on the
street where he lives in
honor of Dr. Napoleon
Eutsey. Wright also
asked the board to re-
pair the road (38th Ter-
race), which he said
was re-paved improper-
ly and is now building
up potholes. The road is
about 200 yards long
and is a county road. It
was asphalt and then
milling was applied
over top of it. Commis-
sioner Randy Ogburn
explained there are cer-
tain road improvement
criteria that must be
met before a road can
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Board of County
Commissioners

highlights 

Hamilton man awarded 8.4 million
Continued From Page 1A

and $185,000 from an
insurance lawsuit settle-
ment, enabled the dis-
trict to balance the 2011-
12 budget.”  

Butler stated it is im-
portant to remember
that the dollars from
both the Ed Jobs Bill
and the insurance law-
suit settlement are non-
recurring funds.

The dates for the fur-
lough days are Feb. 21,
March 23, April 9, and
May 25.  

“On these dates, the
entire school system, in-
cluding all schools and
district departments,
will be shut down,”
said Butler. “These
dates were selected to
coincide with other hol-
idays that are part of
the board-adopted cal-

endar.”  
Butler stated the dates

were also planned so
that employees would
not see a reduction for
more than one furlough
day in one pay period.

“Due to the reduction
in funding from the
state of Florida, many
districts in the state
have added furlough
days to help balance
their budgets,” said
Butler. “It would be my
hope that we can work
together to balance next
year’s budget without
again putting the bur-
den on the backs of our
hard-working employ-
ees.”  

Parents are reminded
to mark their calendars
since students will not
be in school on the
above mentioned fur-
lough dates.

Hamilton schools 
on furlough days
Continued From Page 1A

SEE BOARD, PAGE 11A

 LILY OF THE VALLEY
 MISSIONARY BAPTIST 

 CHURCH

 Sunday, February 12 and Sunday February 
 26, 2012. Both services start at 11:00 a.m. 

 The theme this year is, “Black Women In 
 American Culture & History”. Deacon 

 Lynward Jones will be our guest speaker 
 February 12, and Sister Mattie Jones is our 

 February 26 guest speaker. Both are 
 members of St. Paul Missionary Baptist 

 Church, Winfield, where Rev. Alvin Green is 
 Please Join Us!!!!

 Reverend Patrick Howell, Pastor

 Announces its 
 Black History Month Observance
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make this event possible.  Call Town Hall at 397-2310
and ask them to put you in touch with the Wild Aza-
lea special events team. If you volunteer, you will get
to meet some wonderful folks and you will get to en-
joy a real sense of satisfaction and accomplishment.  
I witnessed a large turnout at several meetings re-

cently, all of which had to do with the threatened clo-
sure of South Hamilton Elementary, an “A” school
that we are all so very proud of.  I’ve witnessed quite
a few controversial decisions over the years that re-
sulted in a large public outcry and a big public
turnout at the first meeting, and then the crowds
would quickly dwindle at following meetings until
pretty soon all the fuss and the interest just went
away.  That does not seem to be the case with the
folks who want to keep our school open.  If anything,
the crowd grows larger at each meeting and these
people are not just showing up, they are speaking
out with rational, well thought out arguments
against the possible closing of our school and they
are signing up to get involved too.  I’ll quote to them
one of my favorite sayings of all time.  "Never doubt
that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens
can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that
ever has".  This quote comes from Margaret Meade,
certainly one of the foremost anthropologists of our

Last week, after
all the cyclists
left town Merri

and I took a hike down
to Little Shoals with
Dennis and Dottie Price.
We went in at the Little
Shoals state park en-
trance, out on the Wood-
pecker route.  It’s always
informative to go hiking

era.  In her exhaustive studies of cultures and peo-
ples all over the world, she never ceased to be
amazed that many of biggest changes she witnessed
in societies started with the efforts and involvement
of very small groups, who stood strongly on princi-
pled ground, were willing to work, and never gave
up, never quit, never gave in.  Here in Hamilton
County, when you shine the light of reason and jus-
tice on this school closing decision,  some folks seem
to feel that the decision has so little substance it
doesn’t even cast a shadow.  The State of Florida and
the Hamilton County school board have made some
bad decisions about our schools that folks here have
swallowed in the past but this small, energized and
growing group of people seems determined not to
accept this one.  I think Margaret Meade would
recognise what is going on in White Springs.  I think
she would like it too!  
I hope to hear from you and I hope to see you out

and about, learning, experiencing, enjoying and,
most importantly, being involved in a positive way
in your life in White Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

or paddling with Dennis and Dottie because he is a
professional geologist, an amateur botanist, and a
river guide too, and Dottie has a sharp eye for details
that we might otherwise miss.  Walking along
through the ever changing topography on a beauti-
ful single track trail, Dennis would point out details
that made the hike so much more interesting.  Dif-
ferent types of trees, ground cover and even pine
cones were presented to us in a new perspective, in-
formed by Dennis’s narrative and Dottie’s sharp eye.
We ended up at Little Shoals, where we witnessed
the entire flow of the Suwannee River flowing
through a cut in the exposed limestone only six feet
wide.  This trip reminded me that no matter what
your interest may be, it is greatly enhanced by being
active and by being informed.  The more information
you have, the more you will enjoy the experience.
An occasional solitary walk in the woods can be a
wonderful experience, but it’s even better when you
know more, and you learn quicker if you have a
good teacher.  So don’t forget to hang out with the
people in your life who can inform you and enlight-
en you about your passions.  It makes life so much
more interesting.
Planning ahead a little bit, please remember that

the Wild Azalea Festival is coming up on Saturday,
March 17. The Wild Azalea Festival celebrates the ar-
rival of spring and blooming of the Wild Azalea at
the festival regional foods, artists, music and crafts-
men.  Volunteers are needed to put in a few hours to

720248bgv
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February Special

For those of you that follow my monthly report
you may have noticed it missing the last couple of
months. I do not mean to make excuses but the fi-
nalization of the COPs Grant and the hiring of our
new Officer kept me extremely busy.
For those of you that have not met him his name is

Jason Golub. We are very fortunate to have him and
I think he is going to be a great asset to the White
Springs Police Dept.
The hiring of Ofcr. Golub could not have come at

a better time. I just completed our Uniform Crime
Report for 2011 and it was not good. While overall
crime was down, violent crime such as robbery and
property crime such as burglary was up. We were
also down on the amount of crimes that we solved.  
To combat this we will be implementing some

more aggressive patrol techniques than we have in
the past. We will also be asking for more communi-
ty involvement.  
Beginning in March I will once again be holding

Neighborhood Watch meetings every quarter.  My
goal is to hold the meetings in a different part of
town and try to include some type of crime preven-
tion education at each meeting similar the Gang
Seminar we did before.  
If any of you have any ideas on what you might be

interested in at one of these seminars please contact
me.
In closing let me remind you that I am here if you

need me.  Please feel free to contact me.
Chief Ken Brookins
386-397-2222
kbrookins@whitespringsfl.us
CRIME STOPPERS:  386-792-8477
Traffic Safety Checks will be held:  Camp St. CR

135, Roberts St. and Sunrise Bv.       

Police Chief Monthly
Report - Feb. 2012

These last few weeks of weather have been just
amazing!  It couldn’t feel less like winter.  I think I
may have caught spring fever a little too early.  If
you think about it, weather’s effect on how we feel is
very interesting.  I remember the brutal winter I
lived in Oklahoma City.  A blizzard hit leaving day
after day after day of sunless, dreary, –9 degree days,
and iced covered everything in its wake.  This drea-
ry scene finally took its toll on my native Floridian
body.  After a little research I discovered the clinical
diagnosis for my symptoms: Seasonal Affective Dis-
order, a condition where sufferers experience bouts
of depression during certain times of the year.
For me a couple visits to the tanning bed for some

bright light exposure was enough to help my body
acclimate to grumpy old man winter. I did, howev-
er, get a healthy dose of the reality of climate accli-
mation.  Experts agree 14 days is the most time typi-
cally necessary to completely acclimate to noticeable
changes in weather.  Most mood changes are associ-
ated with exposure to sunlight, or lack thereof.
When our eyes detect darkness our pineal gland, re-
siding within our brain, releases melatonin.  Inverse-
ly, when light is detected, serotonin is released, our
“happy” hormone (the origin of this word literally
meaning serum + tonic).  If inadequate bright light
exposure is experienced, serotonin release becomes
depressed, leading to the all too familiar “ran down”
feeling.  In addition to inadequate sun exposure
there is another interesting addition to mood affect-
ing weather conditions that one might not suspect,
one especially relevant to Floridians.  Humidity.

Research shows individuals exposed to higher
levels of humidity report decreases in concentration
and ability to think logically.  Humidity was found
to trigger sleepiness, and even decrease helpfulness!
That’s right, high humidity has been found to cause
a decrease in one’s helpfulness as much as 70 per-
cent!  When humidity is high, meaning more mois-
ture in the air, our bodies have more difficulty cool-
ing off due to the lack of evaporation of our perspi-

ration.  So we feel hotter and
our body subsequently works
harder to cool us, limiting
blood flow to internal organs,
muscles, and our brain.  
Think humidity outside is

bad?  Humidity inside has been found to induce de-
pression also!  Individuals with damp, moldy homes
tend to be less happy and more depressed.  Re-
searchers suspect such occurrences are rooted in a
perceived lack of control, which is strongly linked to
depression.  Pay attention to whether your home
feels clean and dry.  If this isn’t the case, try pur-
chasing a dehumidifier to dry the air; remembering
healthy homes promote healthy people.
At least for now we don’t have to worry ourselves

with being stuck inside.  Take advantage of our
beautiful County.  Get outside, exercise, soak up
some vitamin D, and enjoy some sunshine and sero-
tonin induced happiness-you deserve it!

Healthy Living ~Beth Harris, CSCS, CHFS

www.balanceurbody.net

Weather and mood

Project Hope After School Program will be
holding a Valentine's dance for all area youth.
The dance will be on February 10, 2012 from 6 to
10 p.m. at the White Springs Community Cen-
ter. 
All children from ages 4-15 are invited to at-

tend this affair. Tickets are $5 and will include a
meal for each child. Any child under the age of
8 must be chaperoned by an adult. There will be
no charge for parents staying to chaperone their
child. 

Youth Valentine
Dance



Prospect Primitive Baptist Church and cemetery is
located approximately thirteen miles north of White
Springs, Florida, on County Road 135, better known to
local citizens as the Woodpecker Route. Turning off the
“main road”, one meanders down a winding drive re-
plete with the bucolic splendor that characterizes so
much of this section of Florida including spectacular
and ancient live oak trees that form a canopy with in-
tertwining moss festooned limbs in many sections.

The present sanctuary  which long ago replaced the
original  is still an active House of  Worship—and ser-
vices are held there on a monthly basis…On a person-
al note, I have many fond childhood memories of at-
tending  the “Big Meeting” there on the third Sunday
of November… The service always involved preaching
from a number of ministers of the gospel—sometimes
four or five—visits with friends and relatives and “din-
ner on the grounds”..Of course, no visit to the church
was complete without a walk in the historic cemetery
next to the church.

Prospect Primitive Baptist Church was established
while Florida was still a territory during the mid to late
1830’s. The land on which the church and cemetery is
located was deeded by a member of the Cason family
of which I am a descendant.  The oldest “marked”
grave in the cemetery is that of the late William Cone,
(1777-1854).

The cemetery grave stones “read” like a history of

this section of north Florida with the names of pioneer
families who settled this area of the upper Suwannee--
--Cone, Cason, Hunter, Tomlinson, Stormant, Bullard,
Register, Mobley, Lee, Christie, and I could go on and
on---Once a very wise lady in White Springs told me—
“If you ever want to know about the history of an
area—start with the cemetery.”  She was correct—the
names and dates give one a guide as to who lived in an
area, when they lived there, to whom they were mar-
ried, and, in many instances, who the offspring were. 

Someone once said that people in the Deep South
were like the Chinese in that they ate a lot of rice and
worshipped their ancestors. I think the quote was orig-
inally given to the residents of the Low Country of
South Carolina, but it could also be given to north
Florida and many other parts of the Deep South…I
don’t know that “worship” would be the term I would
use—I think it would be “reverence”—there is a differ-

ence.   How many times in the past did I walk through
the cemetery with my father, my paternal grandmoth-
er, and many other  relatives, neighbors, and friends
and hear the stories of those  who lie under the sandy
north Florida soil  close to the Suwannee River?….Sto-
ries, that even today I can recall with clarity.

Prominent among those who rest at Prospect is  the
late Fred P. Cone, Governor of Florida from 1937-41.
Fred Cone helped establish the Columbia County
Bank, was an attorney, a state representative and was
later elected Governor.   Also, when he was about sev-
enteen years of age, he took a shot at the “Carpetbag-
ger” postmaster in the town of White Springs, an of-
fense for which he was brought to trial and acquitted.
This was during the late 1880’s.  It is my understand-
ing, based upon an article that appeared in the Florida
Historical Quarterly during the 1970’s, that the Carpet-
bagger soon packed his carpet bag and headed back up
north never to be heard from again—

I did not learn of this story from the Florida  Histori-
cal Quarterly, rather, I heard it first, as I walked among
the stones at Prospect Primitive Baptist Cemetery
many years ago with my paternal grandmother, the
late Mary Joyner Bullard (1893-1969), who now rests at
Prospect  with many other dear, departed loved ones.
So much of the history of any area is “oral” history—or
rather it was.  I guess in the future it will be “texted”.

An inscription on one of the older tombstones at
Prospect sums up for me the wonderful  history, mem-
ories, and feeling I have  when I visit those I love who
have “gone on”---The inscription reads--

“Gone but not forgotten”….
From the Eight Mile Still, on the Woodpecker Route,

north of White Springs, wishing each of you a day
filled with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of love and
laughter. So blessed to be in the number “one more
time.”

If you need, or want,
something  to do in
Hamilton County you
can find it, in Jasper,
White Springs or Jen-
nings, there are some
busy people in our area
and they can always use
help, also let me know
what you are doing and
of your need for help,
any news from Hamilton
County folks, family and
friends is interesting and
of value to be passed on.
This is for you, and I do
enjoy the contacts and it
is easy to get in touch , by
telephone or email or
however you prefer.  Let
us hear from you.

If you were anywhere
near the two blocks
around the Womans
Club on Monday you
could see ladies working
to clean up those blocks
around the club house,
and the surrounding
area.  They do this every
month prior to meeting
date, which this month is
this Friday at 12 Noon at
the Club House,  this
month Mark Johnson of
Meridian Behavioral
Healthcare, Inc.,
Gainesville, will be the

guest speaker.   Our
County was quite in-
volved, and still is, with
the program when it was
known as North Florida
Mental Health, at which
time the Virgie Cone
Center was  constructed
and opened in Jasper.
Prior to the merger and
change, meetings were
held in Lake City, then
Lake Butler, then all
moved to Gainesville.
Virgie Cone was quite ac-
tive in this program and
Alice Jones was serving
as President of North
Florida Mental Health
Board at the time of the
merger.   Sharon Gay is
the representative from
Hamilton County at this
time.  It is hoped to have
a good group in atten-
dance, lunch is at 12
Noon, at $5. a plate and
some of the best chefs in
the County are preparing
the meal.    Maybe now
would be a good time to
join the Woman's Club.
Marion Turner was a life-
time member, of the
Board, becoming inactive
prior to this time, and
I,too, was a member of
the board at that time.

Members of the Relay
of Life Committees
would like to express ap-
preciation to ALL who
supported the Chicken
and Rice dinners held at
the Park this past Satur-

day, it was delicious,
your support is appreci-
ated.   The folks from
Corinth Church pre-
pared the food and
worked hard making it a
successful day, with the
help of other Relay work-
ers.   REMEMBER to RE-
LAY, the first weekend in
April, it will soon be here,
as we said, it seemed far
of when it was first pre-
sented, it is now coming
up fast and will soon be
here.   Barbara Butler is
Chair Person, she has
many helpers, commit-
tees, etc.  You will be re-
minded often and call for
any information.

Another event we al-
ways look forward to is
the SPRING FLING at St.
THerese Catholic
Church, it is coming up
the first weekend in May
and the ladies are prepar-
ing their specialty foods
and goodies for sale, also
there will be a barbecue
dinner available with the
best chefs in charge.  It is
a wonderful time for
food, fun and fellowship.

Much of the talk
around our county is
about our schools and
our country, it is my un-
derstanding that we will
also soon be thinking
about local elections, let
us remember all phases
of our life here, in
prayer..

There are many in  our
area who have lost loved
ones, and have family
and friends who are ill, It
would be a privilege for
me to mention them in
this area if you would let
me know, I hesitate as
some people do not want
it in the paper, but if you
would like to be remem-
bered, please let me
know.   The ones who
have lost loved ones, that
I know of, Darlene
Parr will be remembered
by anyone who was a pa-
tient of hers when she
worked at the Hospital,
or elsewhere, of her com-
passion;   Allen Tyre
served our County well
in his work with our area,
the last one I have espe-
cially appreciated was
the care of the trees plant-
ed up and down  High-
way 41  which we did
through the U of FLorida
is my understanding.
We know that the work
these folks have done for
our communities will be
remembered and  those
coming after will carry
on their works.

Looking forward to
hearing from you soon,
at norrislw@wind-
stream.net

386-792-2151

AND:   Happy Valen-
tines Day to each of YOU.
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OPINION

Let's think about the kind of mess
that we're in. Federal 2010 Medicare
and Medicaid expenditures totaled
$800 billion. The projected annual
growth of both programs is about 7
percent. Social Security expenditures
are more than $700 billion a year. Ac-
cording to the 2009 Social Security
and Medicare trustees reports, by
2030, 49 percent of federal revenues
will go for Social Security and
Medicare payments. The unfunded li-
ability of both programs is already
$106 trillion.

But not to worry. The Congression-
al Budget Office estimates that it's
possible to sustain today's level of
federal spending and even achieve a
balanced budget. All that Congress
would have to do is raise the lowest
income tax bracket of 10 percent to 25
percent and the middle tax bracket of
25 percent to 66 percent and raise the
35 percent tax bracket to 92 percent.
That's a static vision that assumes
that people will have no response
and they'll work just as hard and
send more money to Washington. If
Congress did legislate such tax in-
creases, it would be the economic
equivalent of committing national
hara-kiri.

Professor Daniel Klein, editor of
Econ Journal Watch, and Professor
Tyler Cowen, general director of the

Mercatus Center,
both based at
George Mason
University, orga-
nized a sympo-
sium to promote
a better under-
standing of the
U.S. debt crisis.
The sympo-
sium's title, "U.S.
Sovereign Debt Crisis: Tipping-Point
Scenarios and Crash Dynamics"
(http://econjwatch.org), is a strong
hint about the seriousness of our na-
tion's plight.

Professor Cowen introduced the
symposium pointing out that in 2011,
the major crisis was in the eurozone,
where Greece, Italy, Spain, Portugal
and Ireland dealt with the risk of de-
fault. The survival of the eurozone is
now seriously doubted. Cowen
added: "When it comes to a sovereign
debt crisis, it is no longer possible to
say 'it can't happen here.' Right now,
we are borrowing about 40 cents of
every dollar the federal government
spends, and the imbalance has no
end in sight."

Jeffrey Rogers Hummel, associate
professor of economics at San Jose
State University, says that a default
on Treasury securities appears in-
evitable. He says that the short-run

consequences for
the economy will
be painful but
that the long-run
consequences,
both political and
economic, could
be beneficial.
That's because an
economic collapse
is the only way

we will come to our senses. That's a
tragic statement about the foresight
of the American people.

Participant Garrett Jones, associate
professor of economics at George Ma-
son University, is a bit more opti-
mistic, seeing default as being less
likely. But he argues that "default is
still possible, and the GOP offers a
uniquely American path to default:
an unwillingness to raise taxes."

Dr. Arnold Kling is a member of
the Financial Market Working Group
at the Mercatus Center and tells us
that the "U.S. government has made a
set of promises that it cannot keep."
He says that the "promises that are
most important to change are Social
Security and Medicare."

Joseph J. Minarik is senior vice
president and director of research at
the Committee for Economic Devel-
opment. He argues that a "U.S. finan-
cial meltdown today is eminently

avoidable. The wealthiest nation on
earth, despite a painful economic
slowdown, maintains the wherewith-
al to pay its bills. The open question
is whether it maintains the will and
the wisdom."

Peter J. Wallison holds the Arthur
F. Burns chair in financial policy
studies at the American Enterprise
Institute. He agrees with Kling that
"the most likely source of a U.S. sov-
ereign debt crisis ... is a failure of the
U.S. political system to address the
growth of the major entitlement pro-
grams -- Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid."

My translation of the symposium's
conclusions is that it is by no means
preordained that our nation must
suffer the same decline as have other
great nations of the past -- England,
France, Spain, Portugal and the Ot-
toman and Roman empires. All evi-
dence suggests that we will suffer a
similar decline because, as Professor
Cowen says, "the American electorate
has dug in against both major tax in-
creases and major spending cuts."

Walter E. Williams is a pro fessor o f
economics at George Mason Univer-
sity. To  find  out more about Walter
E. Williams and  read  features by oth-
er Creators Syndicate  writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Economic chaos ahead
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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By Angie Land

Some time back I
heard a joke about an el-
derly married couple.
Seems the wife was feel-
ing a little unloved, so
she asked her husband,
“Honey, do you still love
me?” He replied with a
simple grunt. Again she
prompted, “You do still
love me, don’t you?”
Another grunt. Exasper-
ated, the wife finally
yelled, “Why can’t you
just say ‘I love you?’”  To
which her husband said,
“I told you I loved you
53 years ago when I mar-
ried you…if I change my
mind, I will let you
know!”

I suppose this man is
entitled to his perspec-
tive, but who would
want to hang on to a sin-
gle 53-year-old profes-
sion of love? With
Valentine’s Day just
around the corner (take
the hint guys), let’s think
about how you show
that special someone
that you love him or her?
According the book
“The Five Love Lan-

guages”, written by Dr.
Gary Chapman, love is
an emotional need, and
what we must learn
about love is how to ex-
press it in a language
that the other person un-
derstands. According to
Chapman, there are five
basic love languages:

Words of Affirmation:
this can mean words of
sincere praise for results
and efforts as well as
words of affection that
express positive
thoughts toward some-
one as a person.  “You
are such a great friend”,
“Your eyes are beauti-
ful”, or “I know that did-
n’t turn out like you
hoped, but I am proud of
how hard you tried.” 

Quality Time: giving a
portion of time and your
undivided attention is a
powerful communicator
of love to another per-
son. This doesn’t mean
simply being in the same
room at the same time,
but has everything to do
with making sure the
other person is the focus
of your attention.

Receiving Gifts:  gifts

are visible evidence of
emotional love. The
beauty of gifts is that
they don’t have to be
fancy or expensive to be
valuable.  A gift says “I
care about you” and “I
think you are impor-
tant”. That is the real
treasure.

Acts of Service:  Lov-

ing service is an internal-
ly motivated desire to
give your energy for an-
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Obituaries

 717623-F

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper Rev. Wayne Sullivan Sunday Sunday School.......................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship....................11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study...............................7:00 p.m.
 717860-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 792-2275 Pastor: Steve Shaw Sunday Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...................11:00 a.m. Childrenʼs Church.................11:00 a.m. Church Training......................6:00 p.m. Evening Worship....................7:00 p.m. Wednesday Prayer Meeting.......................7:00 p.m. Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry....7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH “Where Friends become Family” 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658 Pastor: Roger Hutto
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Programs . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

 717850-F NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St.,   Jennings, FL 32053 938-5611  Pastor:Jeff Cordero
 Sunday School................................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship.............................11:00 a.m. Sunday Evening Worship, Youth Happening,  RAʼs, GAʼs.........................................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday Supper..............................................6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting, Discipleship class for adults,  Youth actvities, Childrenʼs Choirs.....6:30 p.m. Van pick-up upon request  717856-F

 CHURCH OF CHRIST N.W. 3rd St., Jasper Bldg.: 792-2277 Sunday Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m. Morning Worship........................10:30 a.m. Evening Worship..........................6:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening........................................6:00 p.m.
 717824-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053  938-1265 Pastor: Johnny Brown Sunday Sunday School...............................9:45 a.m. Worship........................................11:00 a.m. Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m. Wednesday Kidsʼ Program................................6:15 p.m.

 717819-F
 To list your 

 church on our 
 church directory, 
 please call Louise 
 at 1-800-525-4182

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL (386) 364-1108 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258 Pastor: Alexandria Hedrick SUNDAY Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m. Worship Service...........................11:00 a.m. WEDNESDAY Prayer in Fellowship Hall...............9:00 a.m. Choir Practice................................7:00 p.m.

 717818-F

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL Pastor - Dale Ames Phone - 386-792-1122 Sunday Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:45 p.m. Choir Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m. Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm
 717823-F

 METHODIST

 717852-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

Ricky Lee Hall
Feb. 3, 2012

Ricky Lee Hall,
age 53, of Jen-
nings, Fla.

passed away at his home
on Friday, Feb. 3, 2012.
Ricky was born in
Cookeville, Tennessee to
Claude and Roza Hall.
He was a longtime resi-
dent of Hamilton Coun-
ty where he married and
raised his family. Ricky
was a boilermaker for
Metalcoat, Inc. and was
a member of the First
Baptist Church in Lake
Park, Ga. He was pre-
ceded in death by his
wife Sandra Darlene
Hall, a sister, Joyce Roe-
buck and a brother, Gary
Hall.

Survivors include two
sons, Derrick Hall (wife
Kristi) and Kyle Hall
(wife Danielle), all of
Jennings, Fla.; his par-
ents, Claude and Roza
Hall, Jasper, Fla.; one
brother, Terry Hall,
Jasper, Fla.; mother-in-
law and father-in-law,
Hilda and Allen Parker,
Lake Park, Ga.; three
beloved grandchildren,
Blaine, Colton and
Kinslee.

Funeral services were
held Tuesday, Feb. 7,
2012 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. with
Pastor Gerald Smith and
Pastor Robert Dawson
officiating.  Interment
followed in Evergreen
Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the
American Cancer Soci-
ety, 2119 SW 16th St.,
Gainesville, FL. 32608

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. was in
charge of arrangements.

Robert Irving Clark
Feb. 15, 1946 - 
Jan. 11, 2012

Robert Irving
Clark of Jasper
passed away on

Jan. 11, 2012 after a battle
with cancer.   "Bob" was
born in Andover, MA on
February 15th, 1946.  He
moved to Sarasota FL in
the early 1950's and to
Jasper in 2003. Bob at-
tended Riverview High
School in Sarasota and
graduated from
Hawthorne College.   He
was a U.S. Army veter-
an.  He was an entrepre-
neur for much of his life
owning automobile ser-
vice stations and a mari-
na in New Hampshire, a
roofing company, a soft-
ware consulting busi-
ness and a tax prepara-
tion service in Sarasota.
He was the first Program
Coordinator for the
Hamilton County Phar-
macy Assistance Pro-
gram in Jasper. During
his time with the phar-
macy program he
helped Hamilton Coun-
ty residence receive over
one million dollars’
worth of prescription
medicines at no cost. Bob
was active in Jasper as
the former treasurer of
the Jasper Lions Club,
the treasurer of Main
Street Hamilton County

and a candidate for City
Council.   He retired in
2006 and worked during
tax season in Lake City.
Bob is survived by his
wife of over 20 years,
Deborah (Murphy), two
daughters, Sandra Clark
and Carolyn Morales
and several grandchil-
dren, a sister, Judith
Shenk and many nieces ,
nephews and cousins.
Memorial donations
may be made to the
American Cancer Soci-
ety.

Darlene Moody Parr
May 7, 1947 - 
Jan. 30, 2012

Darlene Moody
Parr, age 64, of
Jasper, Fla.

passed away Monday,
Jan. 30, 2012 at Smith
Northview Hospital in
Valdosta, Ga. following
a brief illness. Darlene
was born on May 7, 1947
in Valdosta, Georgia to
the late Ralph and Joan
Moody. She was a native
and lifelong resident of
Hamilton County. Dar-
lene by nature was a
caretaker and so it was
natural that she would
go on to graduate from
the nursing program
with an R.N. degree.
She loved the people of
Hamilton County and
put her degree to work
helping those who could
not help themselves.
Darlene was a wonder-
ful nurse, wife, mother,
grandmother, great
grandmother, classmate
and friend. She was a
longtime member of the
First United Methodist
Church in Jasper.

Survivors include her
husband, Mack Parr,
Jasper, Fla.; one son,
Doug Parr (Dawn),
Jasper, Fla.; one daugh-
ter, Penny Register
(Chris), Statenville, Ga.;
two brothers, Lynn
Moody, Gainesville, Fla.
and Joseph Feagle, Key-
stone Heights, Fla.; six
grandchildren and three
great grandchildren.

Funeral services were
held Thursday, Feb. 2,
2012 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home with Rev. Jaime
Register and Rev. Dale
Ames officiating. Inter-
ment followed  in Ever-
green Cemetery.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Paul Rivers

Mr. Paul
Rivers, age
70, a resident

of Lake City, Fla., passed
away Tuesday, Feb. 7,
2012 in Avalon Health-
care Center, Lake City,
Fla.

D.M. Udell and Sons
of D.M. Udell Funeral
Home is in charge of all
arrangements. 

386-362-4189 or 386-
209-0223.

Death
notice

Wade and Stacy Merritt, along with Sarah Eadie,
are proud to announce the engagement and upcom-
ing marriage of their daughter Jessica Merritt to
Justin Smith.

Jessica's maternal grandparents are David and
Laverna Shaw of White Springs, Florida. Her pater-
nal grandparents are the late Wade Merritt, Sr., and
Maggie Erskin of Jasper, Florida. Jessica is a 2005
graduate of Hamilton County High School.

Justin, a 2004 graduate of Bell High School, is the
son of Roy and Carla Smith of Bell, Florida. Justin's
maternal grandparents are Carl and Frances
Williams of Bell, Florida. His paternal grandparents
are Mary Smith and the late Albert Smith, also of
Bell.

A December 2012 wedding is being planned. Con-
gratulations to Justin and Jessica! 

Mr. & Mrs. David Butler request the honor of your
presence at the marriage of their daughter Candace
JoAnn Butler To William Levi Bontrager, Jr.

Son of Sarah Bontrager & Willie Bontrager. Sat.,
the 18th of Feb., 2012 at 3:00 p.m. at Madison Church
of God, Madison, Fla.

Wedding Announcements
Merritt and Smith Butler and

Bontrager 

Justin Smith and Jessica Merritt

We invite you and your family to join us for
Homecoming Services on 

Sunday, February 19, 2012. Services will begin
at 10:30 a.m. with “Local Talent” sharing in song
and testimony. Rev. Charles Johnson of Friend-
ship Baptist Church, Jasper, Florida, will be
bringing the Homecoming Message.  

Immediately following the Worship Service
there will be a covered dish dinner, so bring
your favorite dish & join us. There will be no af-
ternoon or evening Services.  

We are looking forward to a wonderful time
in the LORD.  

Come and join us! 

Corinth Baptist Church
7042 SW 41st Ave
Jasper, FL  32052

Corinth Baptist Church
Homecoming

February 19, 2012

Gregory T. Bowers of Jasper, was named to
the president’s list at Thomas University in
Thomasville, Ga. To be named to the presi-
dent’s list, a full-time student must earn a 4.0
GPA.

Thomas University, established in 1950, is a
private not-for-profit university of about 1,100
students located in Thomasville, Georgia. TU
awards associate, bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in traditional classroom settings and
through online delivery.

Bowers named
to president’s list

Heart Matters 

Languages of love

SEE HEART, PAGE 7A
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Sports

By Jack  Howdeshell
The Class 1A-District 5 girls basket-

ball championship game on Saturday,
Jan.4 between the Lafayette Hornets
and the Hamilton County Trojans was
expected to be the match-up of the

three day tournament.  
The Trojans secured the win 62-30.
From the start the Lady Trojans es-

tablished a presence on the Lady Hor-
net's home court. On their way to a 32
point victory, the Hamilton County

team pressured the Hornets while
shooting very effectively all night. 

Rounding out the scoring for the
Trojans was 8th grader Tamiera Mob-
ley with 8 points in the 62-30 win.

Hamilton County will now host the

Bell Bulldogs on Tuesday, Feb. 14 in
the regional semifinals while the dis-
trict runners-up Lady Hornets will
travel to Hilliard to face the District 6
champions in their semifinal match-
up.

The Hamilton County boys basketball team lost to
the Columbia County Tigers Jan. 28 by a score of 64-
33.

This was a non-conference game for the Trojans.
The Tigers led in all periods of play amassing 18

points in the first period to the Trojan’s five. In the
second period, the Tigers added 15, Trojans five. In
the third, Columbia put up 19 to Hamilton’s 12 and
in the fourth the Tigers sunk 12 points to Hamilton’s
11.

On Jan. 27 the Trojans lost to Fort White by just
four points 75-71. This was also a non-conference
game for the boys.

Fort White put up 20 points in the first period to
Hamilton’s six. In period two, Hamilton put up 21 to
Fort White’s 18. In the third Fort White sunk 14
points to Hamilton’s 10 and in the fourth period,
Hamilton dominated netting 34 points to Fort
White’s 23.

Stats vs. Columbia
(Pts., Asst., Blk, Rbd)

Anterfernee Smith 2, 1, 0, 4
Jeremiah Lee 16, 0, 1, 9
Kevin McClain 3, 1, 1, 2
Joseph Cooks 1, 0, 0, 1
Kenric Williams 3, 1, 0, 0
Shaquille Williams 3, 0, 0, 5
Tyler Chapman 0, 0, 1, 7
Justin Milton 0, 0, 0, 1

Andrew Manalis 3, 0, 0, 0
Jacquez McCray 2, 2, 0, 2

Stats vs. Fort White
(Pts., Asst., Blk, Rbd)

Anterfernee Smith 16, 7, 1, 8
Jeremiah Lee 5, 1, 0, 1
Kevin McClain 5, 3, 0, 1
Joseph Cooks 7, 0, 2, 4
Kenric Williams 3, 0, 0, 0
Charvunta Merine 1, 1, 0, 3
Shaquille Williams 25, 1, 0, 3
Anthony Claridy 2, 0, 0, 2
Justin Milton 0, 0, 0, 2

Andrew Manalis 0, 0, 0, 2
Jacquez McCray 7, 5, 0, 3

Lady Trojans win district tournament

Lafayette's Elizabeth Anderson (31) puts up the shot under the heavy pressure that was applied
all night by the Hamilton County defense that limited the Hornets to 30 points.

Trojans lose bout with Columbia

The Hamilton County Trojans against the Suwannee Bulldogs recently. - Photo: Richard Wright 

Hamilton's Joesmin Collins (5) gets a hand on the ball as Lafayette's Rhoda Reid (3) attempts the
shot in the district tournament championship game. Photos: Jack Howdeshell

If you take photos of Hamilton County sports, we would
like to hear from you. The Jasper News would like to use fan
photos of football games and other sporting activities in the
sports section of the News. Please email the photos to jeff.wa-
ters@gaflnews.com, or you can drop them off at the Jasper
News office inside the Bank of America building.

Photos wanted 
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other.  Just doing some-
thing for someone, espe-
cially something they
want or need accom-
plished is a powerful
way to communicate
love.  Like quality time,
it requires a portion of
our life set aside and do-
nated for another, but
acts of service also al-
lows them to be free of a
task or chore.

Physical Touch:
touching is a powerful
way to communicate
love.  This is why we
love to give and receive
hugs and why a shoul-
der massage relaxes
us…touch makes us feel
loved and accepted.

Although all of the
five love languages list-
ed above are enjoyable,
every person has one or
two of these that makes
them feel more loved
than the others…and by
nature we speak that
language to others.  If
we enjoy gifts, we will
probably buy gifts for

others.  The National Re-
tail Federation estimates
that Americans spend
approximately 17 billion
dollars on the Valentine
holiday. With that
amount, somebody out
there is enjoying gifts! If
we need words of affir-
mation, we will proba-
bly leave love notes and
be very encouraging
verbally.  

We run into trouble
when the other person
doesn’t speak our lan-
guage.   We may be
speaking gifts, but they
want quality time.  Or
they may be doing acts
of service for us and we
just want them to say, “I
love you”(maybe this
was the elderly man’s
hang-up.  Hopefully he
had at least been doing
the dishes!)

The bottom line is
this:  we must learn to
speak the language of
the other person if we
want them to feel loved
by us.  We can usually
determine our own lan-
guage by what we most

often do for another
when we want to show
love to them.  Likewise,
in order to determine
other person’s language,
we can ask their prefer-
ence and watch what
they do for others.  This
principle can be applied
in friendships and par-
ent-child/teenager as
well as romantic rela-
tionships.  Just goes to
show…our hearts really
do matter!

Blessings,
Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and  families.
Contact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land 3@w ind -
stream.net

Heart Matters
Continued From Page 5A

Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record  each
week .  If your name ap-
pears here and  you are
later found not guilty or
the charges are
dropped , we will be
happy to  make note o f
this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is
presented  to  us by you
or the authorities.

The following abbre-
viations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commis-
sion

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida De-
partment of Law En-
forcement

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Po-
lice Department

OALE - Office of
Agricultural Law En-
forcement

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White
Springs Police Depart-
ment

Jan. 23, Russell Lee
Fry, 42, 11763 NE 32nd
St., Jasper, Fla., narcotic
equp.-possess metham-
phetamine, manufacture
methamphetamine, sell,
cruelty to a child: HCSO-
Fouraker

Jan. 23, Michelle Lynn
Fry, narcotic equp.-pos-
sess methamphetamine,
manufacture metham-

phetamine, sell, cruelty
to a child: HCSO-
Fouraker

Jan. 23, Deroys Dorsey
III, 2264 B S. P. Drive,
Daytona Beach, Fla.,
DWLS, FTA, driving ex-
pired tag: FHP-Hughes

Jan. 24, Robert Adam
Regar, 620 Hamlet Dr.,
Port Orange, Fla., VOP:
HCSO-Jackson

Jan. 25, Dekeandris
Shanquee Taylor, 143
NW Lee Lane, Lake City,
Fla., FTA: WSPD-Golub

Jan. 25, Rickie Neal
Woods, 225 Maddie
Lane, Lake City, Fla.,
DWLS knowingly:
WSPD-J. Golub

Jan. 26, Gregory
Antwon Brown, Florida
State Prison, in for court:
HCSO-Akins

Jan. 26, Jerel Steffon
Lee, 4311 SW CR 152,
Jasper, Fla., petit theft
first offense: HCSO-
Williams

Jan. 27, Johnie Ray
Beasley, 1800 Eastwind
Rd., Apt. 172, Valdosta,
Ga., in to serve 29th
weekend: HCSO-Walk-
in

Jan. 27, Luis Alfredo
Banadrea, Santa Rosa
Correctional, in for
court: HCSO-Akins

Jan. 27, Michael Ray
Marshall, 3338 NW 29th
Place, Jennings, Fla., in
to serve 7th day.

Jan. 28, Phillip D. Bev-
erly, 10775 NW 108th,
Jasper, Fla., VOP on
grand theft III: HCSO-
Burke

Jan. 28, Dan Draben-
tot, 4041 Conner Drive,
Marica, In., hold for
Grant County SO: DOT-
Hingson

Jan. 28, Lamar Jerome
Brown Jr., 505 SW 5th
St., Jasper, Fla., in to
serve 13th weekend:
HCSO-Walk-in

Jan. 30, Drew Michael
Risher, 99 Town Manor
Circle, Auburndale, Fla.,
DUI: DOT-Parson

Jan. 31, Charles
Speights III, PO Box 311,
Jennings, Fla., in for
court: HCSO-Williams

Jan. 31, Danadre Ty’-
Kee Dashawn Warren,

4178 SW 99th Ave.,
Jasper, Fla., in for resti-
tution hearing: HCSO-
Williams

Jan. 31, Larry Donell
Dye, 10625 SE 141st
Road, White Springs,
Fla., Orange County S.O.
child support, Leon
County S.O. VOP poss.
cannabis: HCSO-Mur-
phy

Feb. 1, James Devon
Harrison, 3600 NW
104th Ave., Jasper, Fla.,
hold for Miami Dade.

Feb. 1, Tricia Love
Moon, 2851 Henry Ave.,
Valdosta, Ga., hold for
Lowndes County S.O.:
DTF-McDaniel

Feb. 3, Johnie Ray
Beasley, 1800 Eastwind
Rd., Apt. 172, Valdosta,
Ga., in to serve 30th
weekend: HCSO-Walk-
in

Feb. 3, Terrence Ty-
rone Houston, 11169
NW 38th Drive, Jasper,
Fla., VOP O/C cont. sub
w/i to sell/deliver:
HCSO-Jackson

Feb. 3, Michael Ray
Marshall, 3338 NW 29th
Place, Jennings, Fla., in
to serve 7th day of 7
days: HCSO-Walk-in

Feb. 3, Anlanda L.
Johnson-Houston, 3600
NW 104th Ave., Jasper,
Fla., NVDL: JAPD-Rick-
erson

Feb. 4, Lamar Jerome
Brown Jr., 505 SW 5th
St., Jasper, Fla., in to
serve 14th weekend of
15: HCSO-Walk-in

Feb. 4, Jerrod Chadrea
Jones, 1085 SW 5th St.,
Jasper, Fla., no or im-
proper DL, resisting
w/o violence: JAPD-
Rickerson

Feb. 4, James Cleve-
land Perry, 7156 SW 64th
Path, Lake Butler, Fla.,
disorderly conduct,
open container: DOA-
Stalvey

Feb. 5, Kimberly
Danielle Dixon, 305 NE
1st St., Jasper, Fla. bat-
tery (domestic violence):
HCSO-Howell

Feb. 5, Gary Thomas
Plar, 1330 Johns Street,
Jennings, Fla., trespass
structure: JNPD-Glover

Arrest
Records

The Hyssongs return to Jasper First
Methodist Church on Feb. 12 for an 11
a.m. musical worship service. Blessing
people through their music is hearts of
audiences wherever they go. Dell, Su-
san, and Richard sing and share their
testimonies throughout the United
States and Canada. They have ap-

peared in churches, auditoriums, and
have been featured on television and
radio, something the Hyssongs have
been doing for years. Their commit-
ment to love the Lord and each other
continues to grow stronger. Everyone
is invited to share this special musical
worship program.

The Hyssongs 
return to Jasper

By Joyce Marie Taylor

The town of White Springs is gear-
ing up for the 2012 Little Miss Azalea
Contest.

Contestants are encouraged to stop
by town hall to fill out an application.
Each contestant must be between the
ages of 3 and 10 years old and must
live in Hamilton, Suwannee or Colum-
bia counties.

The crowning will take place on
March 17 at 2 p.m. adjacent to the Na-

ture and Heritage Tourism Center on
the day of the 2012 Wild Azalea Festi-
val.

First prize winner will receive a $500
Savings Bond. Second prize winner
will take home a $200 Savings Bond
and Third prize winner will receive a
$50 Savings Bond.

Each participant in the contest will
receive a trophy.

For more information or to pick up
an application, please call White
Springs Town Hall at 386-397-2310.

Little Miss Azalea 2012

Jasper, FL., January 18, 2012 – Flori-
da agricultural producers have extra
chances this year to be approved for
cost share funding for the Organic,
On-Farm Energy and Seasonal High
Tunnel initiatives this year. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
has announced three ranking periods
for Fiscal Year 2012 for these funding
opportunities; in the past there was
one per year. All three initiatives offer
technical and financial assistance
through the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service’s (NRCS) Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program.

“Moving to multiple ranking dates
for each initiative is going to make it
easier for more producers to apply and
help them get started with implement-
ing the practices they need to benefit
the natural resources on their opera-
tions,” said Carlos Suarez, NRCS state
conservationist for Florida. “We hope
producers will visit their local USDA
Service Center for more details on how
NRCS can help them conserve Flori-
da’s natural resources.”

NRCS accepts applications for finan-
cial assistance on a continuous basis
throughout the year but there will be
three ranking periods for the Organic,
On-Farm Energy and Seasonal High
Tunnel initiatives, all ending on Febru-
ary 3, March 30 and June 1, 2012. At
the end of a ranking period, NRCS
ranks all submitted proposals for
funding consideration. NRCS will no-
tify all applicants of the results of the
rankings and begin developing con-
tracts with selected applicants.

Initiative Overviews On-Farm Ener-
gy Initiative: NRCS and producers de-
velop Agricultural Energy Manage-
ment Plans (AgEMP) or farm energy
audits that assess energy consumption
on an operation. NRCS then uses audit
data to develop energy conservation

recommendations. Each AgEMP has a
landscape component that assesses
equipment and farming processes and
a farm headquarters component that
assesses power usage and efficiencies
in livestock buildings, grain handling
operations, and similar facilities to
support the farm operation.

Organic Initiative: NRCS helps certi-
fied organic growers and producers
working to achieve organic certifica-
tion install conservation practices for
organic production. New for fiscal
year 2012, applicants will be evaluated
continuously during the ranking peri-
ods. Applications meeting or exceed-
ing a threshold score may be approved
for an EQIP contract before the end of
the ranking period. Applications rat-
ing below the threshold score will be
deferred to the next period. A new
threshold score will be established at
the beginning of each ranking period.
This new scoring process allows or-
ganic producers to implement conser-
vation practices in a timelier manner.

Seasonal High Tunnel Pilot Initia-
tive: NRCS helps producers plan and
implement high tunnels‒ steel-
framed, polyethylene-covered struc-
tures that extend growing seasons in
an environmentally safe manner. High
tunnel benefits include better plant
and soil quality, fewer nutrients and
pesticides in the environment, and bet-
ter air quality due to fewer vehicles be-
ing needed to transport crops. More
than 4,000 high tunnels have been
planned and implemented nationwide
through this initiative over the past
two years.

For additional information please
contact the NRCS Office in Hamilton
County at (386) 792-1105, Ext.3 or visit
the NRCS National Web site for more
information on how to apply for these
initiatives.

Additional Ranking
Dates Set for Major
Conservation Initiatives
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The 6th Annual Chili Cook-off spon-
sored by the Hamilton County Cham-
ber of Commerce was held Jan. 28 at
the Jasper Woman's Club. Over 100
people came out to taste some of the
city's finest chili, as well as to mingle
with friends and family on a delightful
Saturday afternoon in Jasper. A few lo-
cal officials were also on hand to enjoy
the festivities, including Jasper town
manager Charles Williams and Super-
intendent of Schools Martha Butler,
who was also one of the entrants.
Sixteen separate tables were set up

with simmering hot cauldrons of chili
inside the spacious meeting room of
the Woman's Club at 403 Sixth Avenue
in downtown Jasper.
In one corner, at tables 11, 12, 13 and

14, was the 'Family Feud' Taylor fami-
ly with four separate pots of different
kinds of chili from Hawaiian to 3-way
to chicken chili that was made with
hominy instead of beans. The Taylors,
Linda, Bill, Abbey and young Libby
with help from brother John, fought
neck and neck in an effort to win the ti-
tle of best chili.
At table number 10 were Rhonda

Culbreth and Rachael Smyth repre-
senting Mary Kay. They called their
chili the “Heart and Soul of Mary
Kay”.
Superintendent of Schools Martha

Butler and Nutrition Services Coordi-
nator Ida Daniels joined in the reverie
with their own concoction of chili, as
did Danny Daniels with his hot and
spicy Tex Mex chili.
Beth and Cindy Pittman from Sunsa-

tions in downtown Jasper had a color-
fully decorated table in pinks and reds
to show off their chili entry.
Not to be outdone, the Sugar

Dumplins gang, Gretchen Rogers and
Allison and Holly Crutchfield, had a
sweet treat table of beautiful decora-
tions to complement their pot of chili.

Eric Amerson seemed pleased with
his chili entry as he sat back and
watched the tasters parade by his
table. Eric is the son of Chamber of
Commerce President Monica Amer-
son.
Then there was Mama and the Boys,

who made some Kick'n Cowboy Chili,
complete with scenery that included a
bale-of-hay horse sporting a saddle, a
bridle and a black cowboy hat.
All of the entries were fabulous and

there were no medical emergencies
like scorched throats or folks needing
antacids. Just the same, Joshua Waters,
Tiffanee Moody, Billy Robinson and
Cari Parrish from Hamilton County
EMS decided to stop by anyway to
grab a quick lunch of delicious chili
and fixin's.
Once the judges finished their taste

tests, it was time to announce the win-
ners.
Best chili in the business category

was awarded to Beth and Cindy
Pittman from Sunsations. Someone in
the audience called out, “She cheated,”
which drew laughter from the crowd.
Of course, everyone knew it was all in
fun.
Samantha Hart won in the Individ-

ual category for her pot of chili, and in
the Youth category, Libby and John
Taylor from the Family Feuders both
won prizes.
The People's Choice Award went to

Cindy Eatmon from Bass's Furniture
for her scrumptious chili creation and
she received a $25 gift certificate.
All the entrants received a certificate

of appreciation appropriate for fram-
ing and all the youth who participated
received a gold medal. Many thanks
go out to all who had a hand in this
yearly event and made it a success, in-
cluding those who donated prizes for
the winners. Those prizes included do-
nations from Victoria & Co., D&S
Signs, Bass's Furniture, Bizzy Bee Cre-
ations, Sunsations and the Chamber of
Commerce.

Chili cook-off a hot success 

Susan Ramsey's kids Katye and Grant Shattler had their chili and fixin's ready for the tasters.

Libby, Abbey, Bill and Linda Taylor are ready to play the Taylor Family Feud Chili Game.

Rhonda Culbreth and Rachel Smyth from Mary Kay.

The prize table included donations from Victoria & Co., D&S Signs, Bass's Furniture, Bizzy Bee

Creations, Sunsations and the Chamber of Commerce.

Danny Daniels and his hot and spicy Tex Mex Chili entry.

Martha Butler and Ida Daniels from the school board.

Beth and Cindy Pittman from Sunsations.

The Sugar Dumplins, Gretchen Rogers, and Allison and Holly Crutchfield.

SEE MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 9A
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Chili cook-off a hot success 

All of the chili cook-off winners pose for a picture.  - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

The Bizzy Bee Crafters, Dawn Pittman, Brenda Lehman and Sharon Corbett pose for a photo. Cindy Eatmon from Bass's Furniture won the People's Choice Award for best chili.

The sign-in table with Mary B. Cail, Monica Amerson and Susan Ramsey. Chamber president Monica Amerson, her sons Austin and Eric, and Chamber member Denise
Jackson.

Samantha Hart with her winning entry, “A Super Bowl of Chili”. Chili taste testers make the rounds from table to table.

(L-R) Joshua Waters, Tiffanee Moody, Billy Robinson and Cari Parrish from Hamilton County EMS. Mama and the Boys, Lisa Rathbun and son Chris. Not pictured is son Levi.
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gotiate with HCSB to
resolve the conflict and
keep SHE open. Sec-
ondly, if an acceptable
resolution cannot be
accomplished, White
Springs intends to
withdraw from the ex-
isting inter-local agree-
ment with the school
board and enter into a
new agreement with an
adjacent district. The
third option, Miller
said, is to set up a new
municipal school dis-
trict for the existing
District 4 area.

Miller said other op-
tions will be consid-
ered if they are consis-
tent with their goal of
quality education for
the children of White
Springs that are close
to home.

Town Manager
Robert Townsend,
Miller, Vice-mayor
Walter McKenzie, and
council member
Richard Marshall ad-
dressed the available
options with input
from City Attorney
Fred Koberlein. Coun-
cil members Tonja
Brown and Dennis
Price were unable to
attend the meeting.

The saga began Oct.
24 when HCSB voted
to close CHE and
transfer all students to
SHE if CHE fails to exit
intervene status at the
end of the 2011-12
school year. CHE is in
their second year of in-
tervene by the Florida
Department of Educa-
tion (DOE) for receiv-
ing a failing school
grade of F two years in
a row and must receive
a C grade (at least 435
points) on FCAT this
year in order to exit in-
tervene. 

Nearly three months
later on Jan. 17, Super-
intendent of Schools
Martha Butler held a
town hall meeting in
Jasper to discuss CHE's
intervention plan
again. She announced
she was going to rec-
ommend transferring
students from SHE to
CHE instead. 

After explaining it
was physically impos-
sible and financially
unfounded to transfer
CHE students to SHE,
Butler scheduled a
meeting for the follow-
ing Tuesday so the
board could vote on
her recommendation.

When the board met
Jan. 24 they voted 3-2
to accept Butler's rec-
ommendation, despite
numerous objections
from White Springs
residents in the audi-
ence. Board members
Johnny Bullard and
Gary Godwin voted
against the recommen-
dation.

What has now come
under scrutiny, howev-
er, is what Butler actu-
ally meant in her
speech and in her rec-
ommendation. Accord-
ing to Miller, the one-
page Strategic Imple-
mentation Plan (SIP)
Butler submitted to the
DOE dated Jan. 31,
2012 proposes Option
1, which is to reassign
students to another
school and monitor
progress. Miller said
there was no stipula-
tion in the SIP stating
that it was dependent
on CHE not exiting in-
tervene. 

Bullard was in the
audience at the White
Springs town council
meeting and he echoed
the council's feelings
about the closure of the
school, stating he was

against it and will al-
ways be against closing
SHE. 

“Number one, it's not
fair to the children of
this community,” he
said.

Bullard said he was
provided with a copy
of the intervention plan
that Butler sent to the
DOE on Feb. 1.

“It's very brief and
extremely concise, but
what stood out to me
most were the first two
items that were on that
plan and the language
was concise, but to me
it was very clear,” said
Bullard. “The first item
stated, closure of the
school of South Hamil-
ton Elementary. The
second one, item one,
was to zone those chil-
dren in with the Cen-
tral district. It did not
say contingent upon
Central bringing their
grade up to a C. There
was none of that lan-
guage that was at-
tached there and I read
it over and over several
times.”

School Board mem-
bers Jeanie Daniels and
Sammy McCoy both
made statements before
the vote on Jan. 24 in-
dicating they were un-
der the impression But-
ler's recommendation
to move SHE students
to CHE was only if
CHE did not success-
fully exit intervene,
however, Butler's
wording of her recom-
mendation did not
state so, which is
where confusion set in.

Daniels said right be-
fore the vote, “I do be-
lieve with all my heart
that they (CHE) will
come up to a C and we
won't have to do any-
thing.”

Sammy McCoy, right
behind Daniels, said,
“When it comes down
to it, I don't think any-
thing's going to be-
come of any of this. It's
all what if's.”

Miller said the town
of White Springs is
awaiting a recording of
the school board meet-
ing, so they can hear
for themselves what
Butler's actual recom-
mendation was, as well
as the wording of the
motion.

The  Jasper New s on
Feb. 6, asked the super-
intendent’s office for
clarification of the lan-
guage of the SIP.

Denise Wofford, But-
ler’s administrative as-
sistant stated by phone
and e-mail, “The plan
addresses what will
happen only if Central
does not exit intervene
status.” 

Wofford said that it
was understood that
the SIP one-sheeter is a
document that defines
an intervention plan
and that the plan
would only be put into
place if CHE failed to
exit intervene.

Since the Jan. 24
school board meeting,
the citizens of White
Springs have been
vowing to do whatever
possible to prevent
their A rated school
from closing, which is
why the town hall
meeting was called on
Feb. 2. 

“Our goal, as it has
always been, is to en-
sure quality education
for our children in
close proximity to their
residence, and this is
consistent with state
law,” said Miller. “It’s
also backed up by re-
search and experience
showing that small, lo-
cal schools are better
places in which to edu-

cate children.”
Lower dropout rates,

fewer discipline prob-
lems, less violence, a
greater sense of be-
longing, better atten-
dance and better acad-
emic performance,
Miller said, are what
her research has shown
to be true with small,
local schools. Her re-
search was gathered
from the Knowledge
Works Foundation and
Rural Schools Commu-
nity Trust, which is
supported by major in-
stitutions, such as MIT
Media Lab, Harvard
and NASA.

The town council and
the mayor have been
receiving numerous
phone calls from par-
ents and they've at-
tended several commu-
nity meetings to ad-
dress the issue of the
closure of SHE.

“We feel that the de-
cision the school board
made was made with-
out our input and did
not consider the well-
being of our children,”
Miller said.

Koberlein presented
his analysis of the cur-
rent public school in-
ter-local agreement be-
tween White Springs
and HCSB. The 14-
page document, he
said, details the agree-
ment between the
county commissioners,
the city of Jasper, and
the towns of Jennings
and White Springs.

Koberlein said, ac-
cording to the agree-
ment, “There are sever-
al requirements prior
to closure of a school
that need to be met.”

Examples he noted
were that an educa-
tional plan survey
needs to be done, a
public schools advisory
committee has to be
formed to review the
decision, co-location
and shared usage facil-
ities to minimize cost
needs to analyzed, and
school concurrency
matters needed to be
addressed.

“There's a question
as to whether or not
those procedures prior
to the decision being
made last week were
met,” said Koberlein.
“Additionally, whether
or not the meeting was
properly noticed and
publicized.”

Koberlein said it
would be advisable for
the town to hire an
outside legal expert in
school board adminis-
tration, preferably
someone who has dealt
with similar issues, to
handle the conflict res-
olution with the school
board and the setting
up of a new municipal
school district, while
he would be willing to
handle the inter-local
agreement issue.

Councilman Marshall
stated that funding
data and numerous
other items that might
impact the town char-
ter needed to be re-
viewed before the town
moves forward with
plans for a charter
school.

“I am in support of
our community and the
town and for standing
for what is just,” Mar-
shall said. “I believe it
was unjust to make a
decision to close the
school down in the
manner that they did.
It seems as though
we're being punished
when we did such a
good job.”

McKenzie said he
didn't think it was the
DOE's intent to close
whatever school might

be most financially
convenient at the ex-
pense of other schools
that were passing.

“It's not right, it's not
just and it's not fair for
an A school to have the
most serious conse-
quences in terms of
suffering and having to
pay the price for fail-
ure for an F school,”
said McKenzie.

Shauna Adams Far-
ries, a parent who has
a child attending SHE
wanted clarification on
whether or not turning
SHE into a charter
school was still on the
table and Miller said it
was and that it was
part of plan A, and that
if they went that route
it would be a K-12
public charter school.
The audience loudly
applauded that deci-
sion. Miller said it
would help the com-
munity and federal
support is available, al-
though it is a multi-
step process.

“White Springs is
part of Hamilton Coun-
ty,” Miller stated. “We
would like to continue
to be an institution and
a player and a respon-
sible stakeholder in the
overall health and
well-being of the coun-
ty, however, that takes
trust on both parts.
That takes both entities
at the county level and

the town both working
together.”

Miller said the inter-
local agreement was vi-
olated when HCSB
made their decision to
close SHE without con-
sulting with the town
of White Springs. She
cited other instances
when HCSB offered no
cooperation when
White Springs asked
for help starting up a
summer enrichment
program and after
school care. 

Miller said every
time they have reached
out for assistance from
HCSB they have been
rebuffed.

“At this point, I feel
we have to look out for
the best interests of our
children in our com-
munity,” said Miller.

One concerned par-
ent suggested an “Oc-
cupy Tallahassee”
movement and to take
all the SHE students
there to protest at the
DOE office. Miller said
that was a good idea,
since DOE Commis-
sioner Gerard Robin-
son visited SHE and
saw firsthand what an
A school looked like. 

She said they could
approach him and say,
“You were here less
than a year ago telling
us what a great job we
did, and now, are you
going to sit by and let

them close our
school?”

Councilman Marshall
stated that if the super-
intendent wanted to
know how to improve
CHE's school grade she
should look more
closely at the way SHE
is being run and look
at all the other school
programs White
Springs has instituted
to help students
achieve academically. 

“This is what
works,” said Marshall.

Former SHE princi-
pal Waylan Bush said
he has never heard of
moving children from
a high performing
school to a low per-
forming school, and
that dollars and cents
should not dictate
school board decisions
to do so. Bullard inter-
jected there are 31 stu-
dents from Jasper who
are currently attending
SHE and they came be-
cause SHE is consid-
ered a school of choice,
which is something
federal law says is al-
lowed. 

After more parent in-
put, a motion was
made and approved by
the council to move
forward with assis-
tance from Koberlein
on all three options
Miller presented at the
beginning of the meet-
ing.

White Springs fights to save South Hamilton Elementary
Continued From Page 1A

forth by the Florida De-
partment of Law En-
forcement.

Cheshire began by
stating that the new
county ordinance regu-
lating bottle club operat-
ing hours has helped
with bringing down
DUI arrests.

“We really haven’t
had a whole lot of prob-
lems at the clubs like we
expected to have,” said
Cheshire. “With the ex-
ception of our local es-
tablishments here in
Jasper, we’re not having
any doors opened at
these clubs in the coun-
ty.” 

With regard to the
next ‘Drug Take Back
Day’, Cheshire said, “I
was told by the DEA
(Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration) that they
intend on having one
more.”

After that, the DEA, he
said, intends to have a
program in place where
drugstores and pharma-
cies who dispense pre-
scription medications
will be able to accept ex-
pired and unused med-
ications.

Cheshire then related
one recent incident that
the drug task force was
involved in that started
with a traffic stop and
ended with a large drug
bust. He said his partner
was on coalition time
during his duties and
observed a vehicle
parked at the Huddle
House on I-75. Based on
his training, Cheshire
said, certain observa-
tions about the vehicle
and its two occupants
arose his suspicion and
he later conducted a
traffic stop on the vehi-
cle near the Georgia bor-
der with assistance from
Georgia law enforce-
ment. 

“The passenger actu-
ally handed him a
brown paper bag con-

taining a whole assort-
ment of items inside the
bag,” said Cheshire.

Inside the vehicle au-
thorities found prescrip-
tion medications, oxy-
codone, a felony amount
of marijuana and a large
amount of cocaine. The
two suspects, Cheshire
said, were on their way
to Kentucky and since
they had already crossed
the state line they were
taken into custody in
Georgia and then had to
be extradited back to
Florida.

“This was not a first
offense for these peo-
ple,” Cheshire said.

Another recent inci-
dent the drug task force
was involved in with as-
sistance from Georgia
authorities, was an un-
dercover buy in Jen-
nings of a pound of
methamphetamine.

“We’re talking about
Grade A, the ICE form
you see a lot of on TV,”
said Cheshire. “That
stuff was actually pro-
duced in these large
clandestine labs in Mexi-
co and it’s smuggled
into the country, across
the border.”

Typically, he said, it’s
taken into Atlanta which
is kind of the hub for the
drugs, and it goes from
there and branches off
across the country.

“A lot of people don’t
think we have that stuff
in Hamilton County,”
Cheshire said. “But I can
tell you, it’s here.”

Cheshire said they
have a great working re-
lationship with Georgia
law enforcement author-
ities, especially near the
state line. Since the drug
task force is multi-juris-
dictional, Cheshire said
his job often takes him
across state lines.

The drug task force
also routinely monitors
stores and oftentimes
they observe juveniles
coming out with alcohol.
Also, even if the person

is of age and can pur-
chase alcohol, as soon as
they pop the top and get
in the vehicle it is a vio-
lation.

A discussion with
Cheshire on Alcohol
Compliance Checks re-
vealed a number of
things. 

Compliance checks
are done on a routine
quarterly basis by the
Florida Division of Alco-
holic Beverages and To-
bacco using investiga-
tive aides under 21 years
of age who attempt to
purchase alcohol at li-
censed establishments.
HCSO, as well as other
law enforcement agen-
cies statewide work in
tandem with them. 

If a retailer sells alco-
hol to an underage per-
son they are issued a no-
tice to appear and then
educated on checking
identification. Most re-
tailers are in compliance
because they don’t want
to lose their license, but
Cheshire said there are
some who ignore the
law and sell to minors.

Grace McDonald, pro-
ject director for the coali-
tion, interjected that the
purpose is not to catch
people, but to make cer-
tain retailers are in com-
pliance with Florida law.

If the compliance
checks are not done on a
regular quarterly basis,
McDonald said, it is not
considered a valid strat-
egy of turning things
around, so she encour-
ages it to continue.

“If it’s done quarterly
it has an effect of en-
forcement,” she said.
“Hopefully, if we move
forward in that, then we
can move on to tobacco,
as far as another item
we’re looking at.”

Cheshire also stated
the drug task force is
currently investigating
several meth labs in the
county that seem to be
popping up everywhere.

Drug Task Force 
on the job
Continued From Page 1A



County regardless of
ethnicity or income, Lo-
gan said, and admis-
sion costs will incorpo-
rate a sliding scale fee. 
Everything in this

portion of the wing, Lo-
gan said, will be re-
painted, ceilings will be
re-done and windows
will be replaced at a
moderate cost of $40
per square foot. The ex-
isting air conditioning
units, he said, were in-
stalled in the 80s and
are still in working or-
der. 
A fenced in play-

ground will also be
constructed on the
backside of the facility.
That area currently has
several large shade
trees that bode well for
a play yard for the chil-
dren. Elaborate play-
ground equipment,
however, will be part of
the second year of the
project as funding al-
lows. 
The design of the fa-

cility was fashioned af-
ter a Lake City child-
care center called Hap-
py House, whose direc-
tor served as a consul-
tant to Logan during
his vision of a similar
facility in Hamilton
County. Happy House,
Logan said, is a diverse
daycare center that en-
rolls children from both
low and high income

families, and they have
a waiting list to get in.
“That's because it's

quality care, which is
what our goal is here,”
said Hamilton Cares
board member Eliza-
beth Mitchell. 
Logan said, “Hamil-

ton County has a low
high school graduation
rate compared to the
rest of the state, it has a
low rate of kids enter-
ing kindergarten who
are ready, and we want
to impact that, but
that's not the only
thing. We also want it
to be a quality daycare
site that anyone in town
would want to go to,
and that there'd be a
wait list a mile long be-
cause it's got that repu-
tation, which is the case
at Happy House.”
“Right now this com-

munity doesn't have
anything that serves
those types of families,”
Mitchell interjected.
“There are hundreds

and hundreds of kids in
this county who don't
qualify for Headstart,”
said Logan.
The new Hamilton

Cares facility, he said,
is meant to serve a
wide diversity of the
population and will
also offer developmen-
tal screening, ongoing
child assessment, subsi-
dized childcare (school
readiness), and Florida
voluntary pre-kinder-

garten (VPK) services,
as well as provide nu-
tritious USDA ap-
proved meals and
snacks for the children.
“From the very begin-

ning it was clear that
the need in this county
is not just for low-in-
come kids that are sub-
sidized childcare,” said
Logan. “There really is-
n't childcare at all.
We're looking for mid-
dle-income families that
might want to find
childcare. Everyone I've
talked to said that they
leave their kids with
family members, or
they take them to Live
Oak, Lake City or Val-
dosta because there's
nothing here. There
never has been.”   
Thanks to private

fundraising efforts,
massive renovations
have already been visu-
alized on paper by en-
gineer Phil Bishop in
cooperation with coun-
ty engineer Greg Bailey.
Bishop and Bailey of
North Florida Profes-
sional Services of Lake
City developed a reno-
vation plan for the site
that was funded by
$6,550 in donations to
the project. 
Board member Man-

tha Young said she
wants the community
to know what they're
doing and that the pro-
ject will bring good
paying jobs to the coun-

ty.
“We're excited about

that,” she said.
Logan estimates that

the facility will initially
serve 62 children, create
13 full time jobs, gener-
ate $300,000 annual
payroll, and return
$80,000 to $100,000 back
to the community in the
form of purchases of
goods and services.
“The Board has veri-

fied that neither as-
bestos nor lead paint is
present in the build-
ing,” said Logan.
Substantial renova-

tions, however, are
needed before the facili-
ty can be opened, in-
cluding the installation
of bathrooms, replacing
windows, adding
screened in porches
with kickboards and in-
stalling rear exit doors
for each of the class-
rooms, as well as fenc-
ing the playground.
The Suwannee Valley

Foundation is consider-
ing a request by Hamil-
ton Cares for $8,000 in
funds for the play-
ground development,

and Kaplan Early
Learning Center has
committed to $30,000 to
help equip the early
learning classrooms.
Additionally, the

school board of Hamil-
ton County will allow
use of the parking lot
and is considering con-
tracting with Hamilton
Cares to provide USDA
approved meals that
would be prepared at
Central Hamilton Ele-
mentary. 
The next step is to ap-

ply for financing from
the Hamilton County
Economic Development
Council, Logan said.
Hamilton Cares hopes
to present their applica-
tion to the council at
their next meeting ten-
tatively scheduled for
Feb. 9. Logan hopes to
get approval from them
for the project when
they meet again in
March. After that, the
project will go out for
bid and will be open to
Hamilton County con-
tractors.
The first phase of the

project, Logan said, will

be the director's office.
“There will be just a

single director, no ad-
ministrative assistant,”
said Logan. “We're not
going to over-staff the
place.”
Once the first portion

of the wing is complet-
ed, future plans for the
second year of the pro-
ject include the possi-
bility of renovating the
north end of the wing
to accommodate after
school care kids, which
Logan said would gen-
erate additional rev-
enue for the county.
Plans are to put a
kitchen in that part of
the wing so that meals
can be prepared onsite
for the children. Mean-
while, fundraising ef-
forts continue.
Logan and the Hamil-

ton Cares board of di-
rectors are excited
about the project and
they urge the entire
community to support
their vision for a quali-
ty childcare and learn-
ing center in Hamilton
County.
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New childcare/learning center proposed here
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tor vehicle crashes,
which have been on the
rise since 2008, Lumpkin
added. 
Low FCAT scores,

school suspensions and
school violence, Lump-
kin said, are also issues.
The high school FCAT
score, however, just
went up for last year,
which is a good sign.
Hamilton County is

one of the poorest coun-
ties in the state, Lump-
kin explained, and binge
drinking among the
higher income class of
people who have jobs is
on the rise.
“With people that

don’t work we have a
problem with them
drinking by them-
selves,” said Lumpkin.
In comparison to state

figures, alcohol con-
sumption among high
school age youth in
Hamilton County is
higher, and the most
common excuse given
by underage drinkers is,
“Someone gave it to
me.” Alcohol use in an-
other person’s home has
also gone up among un-
derage drinkers, Lump-
kin said.
An increase in mari-

juana use has also gone
up in the county.
McDonald interjected,

“As the states are con-
sidering legalizing mari-
juana, the message the
kids are getting is it’s not
dangerous. It’s okay. If
they want to legalize it,
then it’s okay. National-
ly, we have seen an in-
crease in the use of mar-
ijuana with our youth as
this trend and discus-
sion is going on.”
In other words, she

said, that’s one of the
negative effects of legal-
izing marijuana.
Synthetic marijuana

like K2 or Spice is anoth-
er problem law enforce-
ment has been dealing
with.
“Spice is very danger-

ous,” Lumpkin said. “I
know a kid who took
two puffs and she
wound up in intensive
care overnight.”
Judge Sonny Scaff was

also at the meeting and
he spoke up stating that
dockets were down in
both Hamilton and
Madison counties and
that things were kind of
quiet. He did say, how-
ever, that “a lack of re-
spect for authority”
seems to be the preva-

lent issue among youth-
ful repeat offenders.
“Ninety-five percent

of the young people are
fine,” he said. “But you
do have that certain per-
centage. In reality it’s
not their fault. There’s
no direction at the
house, so how do you
expect a child to know
how to do what’s right.
You guide and direct the
best you can, which is
what we do.”
Scaff said by about the

third time a young per-
son is arrested they have
to take stronger mea-
sures. The prevalent
drug, he said, is marijua-
na.
“Big time in Madi-

son,” Scaff said. “More
so than Hamilton.”
Another issue he ex-

pounded on was the re-
cent rash of residential
and vehicle break-ins,
which he attributes to
the fact people need
money. Many of them
occur in broad daylight,
he said.
“That’s the hard

facts,” Scaff said.
“They’re just trying to
survive on the street.
There’s no jobs. There’s
no hope for jobs right
now. It’s tough out
there.”
When people are ar-

rested for those crimes,
Scaff said they take that
into account, but they
also have to take into ac-
count the property own-
er. For the last 60 days,
Scaff said he has issued
“no bond” for those of-
fenders who break into
homes, whether they
stole five cents or five
hundred dollars.
“Let ‘em sit there for a

little while and get their
attention, because peo-
ple are tired of this
breaking and entering,”
Scaff continued. “It’s the
number one way to get
your head blown off if
you’re breaking into
someone’s house.”
Scaff said many of the

offenders are being
abused at home, their
parents are on drugs
and taking out their
frustrations on the chil-
dren, and many families
have no food at the
house, so the kids resort
to stealing in order to
survive.
“It’s a sad situation,”

he said.
Abuse of the food

pantries in the county
was another issue
brought up. It was stat-
ed that many folks were

going shopping from
one pantry to the next
and gathering up all the
food they could,
whether they were
needy or not, as well as
outright thefts from the
facilities, of which many
are churches.

Coalition town meeting
In other news, on

March 20 there will be a
town meeting of the
coalition in White
Springs from 6:30 to 8
p.m. This will be the
third year the coalition
will be receiving a $500
fund amount from the
federal ‘Stop Alcohol
Town Hall Meeting’ or-
ganization that will go
toward covering expens-
es for the White Springs
meeting.
The focus of the town

meeting will be on un-
derage drinking, binge
drinking, prescription
drug abuse and treat-
ment options in a round-
table format with guest
speakers. Binge drinking
among adults may also
be a topic of discussion
at the meeting. The loca-
tion of the meeting has
not yet been determined
and other details, in-
cluding a possible meal
are still being worked
out, but will be forth-
coming as soon as they
are finalized.
McDonald stated re-

cent research from the
Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) has indicated
that binge drinking
among adults has esca-
lated in recent years and
is worse than among
youth.
Coalition member

Ashley Sanders updated
the group on a social
media workshop she at-
tended and the impor-
tance of using them to
inform the public about
meetings and events.
Sanders said they now
have a Twitter account,
along with a Facebook
page.
One thing Sanders

said she learned at the
workshop was how to
make social media work
and how to create inter-
action.
She said you must

“use it at least an hour a
day” for it to be effec-
tive.
Project Director Grace

McDonald assigned
Sanders and another
coalition member,
Chuck Burnett, to keep
up both sites.

A look at alcohol and drug abuse here
Continued From Page 1A

be re-paved. Wright
then asked for an apol-
ogy from commissioner
Vaughn for the way he
was treated regarding
the erection of the
memorial sign. Vaughn
stated he had nothing
to apologize for.
Recreation center light

repair
The recreation center

light repair should take
two weeks to complete
once a material vendor
is approved. Pricing for
the four panel boxes
and other necessary
materials from one ven-
dor is $13,500, per Mr.
Mitchell. The board
asked Mitchell to get
two more quotes and
bring them to the next
board meeting.

Hospital property
All medical records

inside the hospital have
been secured in a
locked room per Coun-
ty Coordinator Danny
Johnson. The board dis-
cussed preparations on
getting the power

turned on and what in-
surance coverage was
needed. Bailey said he
got a quote for replac-
ing the roof on the hos-
pital which is about
$480,000 to $500,000.
Discussion on a stand-
alone emergency room,
primary care center
and/or 24-hour clinic
for the facility are ongo-
ing.

White Springs library
project

No information on
the funding grant for
White Springs Library
project would be
known until at least
April per commissioner
Randy Ogburn and a
discussion he had with
Steven Dicks at the
USDA. The board voted
to utilize the funds they
already have to proceed
with the project and
discontinue pursuit of
the grant funding. The
pros and cons and costs
of sewer versus septic
tank for the library
were discussed with
Bailey. Site plans for
the building will be go-

ing out to the town of
White Springs for ap-
proval soon. It will take
until after March that
construction bidding
can proceed because a
special exception needs
to be approved by the
town council of White
Springs, due to the site
location being zoned
for agriculture.
Signage at courthouse

annex
The board agreed to

have Johnson look into
the cost of erecting one
single sign to be placed
by the courthouse an-
nex that lists all the of-
fices in the complex in-
stead of all the individ-
ual signs currently
there.
Courthouse parking
A discussion of the

courthouse parking is-
sue led to the fact a
professional appraisal
or an appraisal by the
county of the lots across
the street was needed,
and then compared to
the asking price of
$300,000 by the owner.

Board of County Commissioners highlights
Continued From Page 2A

The St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District's residential water con-
servation program — Florida Water
StarSM — is now offered statewide,
bringing the economic and environ-
mental benefits of water efficiency to
homeowners in all of Florida’s 67
counties.
The Florida Green Building Coali-

tion (FGBC), a nonprofit corporation
that promotes sustainability, recently
agreed to administer the program in
the Suwannee River and Northwest
Florida water management districts
— the two remaining regions where
Florida Water StarSM had not yet
been available. The St. Johns River,
South Florida and Southwest Florida
water management districts admin-
ister the program within their re-
spective boundaries.
“The water conservation standards

for plumbing, appliances, landscapes
and irrigation provide homeowners
with the resources to save water and
money,” says Malissa Dillon, direc-
tor of Communications and Inter-
governmental Affairs for the St.
Johns District. “The program also is

creating opportunities for builders
across Florida to distinguish them-
selves in a competitive marketplace.”
Additionally, Florida Water StarSM

is strengthening working partner-
ships among Florida’s five water
management districts and private
entities committed to sustainable
building practices, such as FGBC; the
Florida Nursery, Growers and Land-
scape Association, which adminis-
ters the program’s professional train-
ing component; and the Florida Irri-
gation Society, which provides tech-
nical support on the program’s irri-
gation criteria.
Launched in 2006 by the St. Johns

District, Florida Water StarSM encour-
ages water efficiency in household
appliances, plumbing fixtures, irriga-
tion systems and landscapes. Having
the Florida Water StarSM designation
can save money on homeowners’
utility bills while protecting the
state’s shared water resources.
Visit floridaswater.com/flori-

dawaterstar for more information
about the program.

Florida Water Star   program
now available statewide

SM 
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By Richard  Marshall

Can I walk a mile in your shoes?
During the 40s and 50s the United
States went through some difficult
times. The memory of the great de-
pression was still lingering. Pearl Har-
bor was fresh in our minds and the
threat of the Korean War was loom-
ing. At home, there were internal
struggles with racial injustices, espe-
cially in the South. We were living
during a time when inequality was a
battle within itself. 
Like a newborn baby, we had to

crawl before we could walk. We stood
up when it came to defending a na-
tion, but we fell down on segregation
and racial issues. Looking back, it’s
easy to see where we had gone wrong.
It also allows us to recognize the good
in a people. I take pride in telling the
stories of those unsung heroes in our
African American community.
In spite of slavery, racism and wars,

black folks had little more than hope
coming out of the abyss of slavery and
now segregation. Somehow, there
were parents who knew the way up
was to trust in God and learn how to
read and write. Knowing this, they
continued seeking a better life
through education. It did not matter
that the books were used, nor the fact
that local farmers were allowed to
come and remove students to work in
their fields. This would happen with
or without the parents’ permission.
As a result, the graduating classes of-
ten consisted of three or four students.
It was not unusual for there to be a
graduation class of one.   
The White Springs Celebration of

African Americans would like to hon-
or people such as the late Mr. Nathan
Roberts, Sr. (Feb. 1, 1905-1987), a
school bus driver, and the original
passenger who rode with him.
The now deceased Roberts was a

wavy-haired, fair-skinned man. He
was known around White Springs as
the local homoeopath. Mr. Nat, as his
friends and family referred to him,
would treat burns, cuts and illness us-
ing natural remedies, sometimes re-
quiring patients to remain in his home
as he and his wife nursed them back
to health.
If you are from around White

Springs you may have heard someone
refer to the term Black Bay. It refers to
a little settlement located about seven
miles NW of White Springs, out on
CR 25A. That's where it began.
In the mid 40s, early 50s there was

no formal busing system for African
Americans, which meant the students
had to walk to school, some of them
up to five miles or more. I was told
this by one of the original riders, Mrs.
Inez Scippio, the wife of the late Dea-
con Leon Scippio. 
She told me how it was to walk

those sandy and dusty roads. She also

gave me the names of some of the oth-
er riders. 
She said, “My memory isn’t what it

used to be,” but she rattled off the
names.
There was her, her sister Vera Lee,

Gussy Lee Smith, and Robert Lewis
Jones. 
Mr. Nathan, the son of the late Mr.

Nathan Roberts Jr. would also drive.
He was as young as twelve years old
when he would help his father by dri-
ving the students when his father had
to farm.
Children that were able to attend

school did so, in addition to doing
chores before and after. You must re-
member, most African Americans
were either sharecroppers, inden-
tured servants or janitors. Not all,
mind you, but a disproportionate
amount was.
Mr. Nathan Roberts began picking

up students in his car and taking them
to school. He did so for many years.
Then, with help from Reverend Brad
Lee and Deacon William Smith, he pe-
titioned the county for a school bus.
He was able to contract with the coun-
ty and they gave him a covered truck.
Later he would receive a bus. Roberts
drove the bus until 1966 when he re-
tired. 
The Roberts’ have been driving

school buses for three generations.
His great-granddaughter told me that
she was sure that she, too, could han-
dle driving buses like her parents be-
fore her. I am proud to be able to fea-
ture one of his original passengers.
In addition to the rider, two of Mr.

Nat’s grandsons and his great-grand-
daughter (Johnnie C. Roberts, Tracy
M. Roberts and Melvin J. Roberts also
rode the bus.
Another passenger was Joseph

McKire, our former mayor. McKire
told me stories of having to walk to
school prior to Mr. Nat busing him,
his brother and sister. As a boy, he
had to help his father cut down trees
before walking to school. His father
would remain there all day cutting
the logs into cross ties. The younger
McKire would walk back after school,
in order to help his father bring the
logs out of the woods. They would
sell them for 10 cents a piece.
McKire went on to have a great ca-

reer in the Army, where he retired. He
has been a valued member of our
community, a deacon of the Faith for
many years, and, as I mentioned, the
former mayor of the town of White
Springs.
He was one of many such students

that rode Mr. Nat's bus throughout
the years. We are proud to celebrate
Mr. Nathan Roberts for his contribu-
tion to the now parents and grandpar-
ents that rode with him. If you see one
of his former passengers, stop and ask
them, “What do you think about a
good education?” and then just listen.
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 S M A L L  A N I M A L  M E D I C I N E  &  S U R G E RY

 P.O. Box 1526 • Jasper, Florida 32052

 HUSTON 
 VETERINARY

  CLINICS

 72
30

73
jbV

Walking a mile in their shoes

Bus Rider

Mr. Nathan Roberts

Mr. Nat's grands. Courtesy Photos:
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SunSationsSunSations

110 Hatley St. East, Jasper
386-792-3538

Email: Just_tan_me@hotmail.com

SunSations
For All Occasions Floral Shop • Gifts & More

Free In-Town Delivery 
Available

Order early for school 
deliveries & call ahead 

for guaranteed 
Valentine’s Day delivery

Cupidʼs Special
Fresh Cut 

Rose 
Bouquets

Gift Certificates Available
724734jrv

Gourment Candy, 
Candy Bouquets, 

Potted Plants
Gift Baskets 
and Jewelry

Tickets on Sale NOW!
Thursday, March 22

Vendor Pre-Show 4:30 • Cooking Show 6:30
Regular Admission: $10

Tickets Available for purchase at:

The Valdosta Daily Times o"ce
201 N. Troup St. • Valdosta

229-244-1880

Publix
1741 Gornto Road • Valdosta

229-333-2585

Sponsored in part by:

Also available online at: www.valdostadailytimes.com

723862dsv

Feb. 25. Location is McCulley Farm in Jasper. Join horse lovers from all
over the Southeast to ride along the Withlacoochee River. Participate in our
Poker Run Game along the trail. Demonstration on therapeutic riding for
individuals with disabilities. 

Join us for a wonderful day supporting a great cause.
www.arcnfl.com/ride
386-362-7143 #5 or jsampson@arcnfl.com

The Arc North Florida
Trail of Hearts

Annual Benefit Ride
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