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Today’s Weather

Some clouds this evening will
give way to mainly clear skies
overnight. Low 37°F. Highs
62°F Winds NW at 15 mph. 
For up to the minute weather go
to www.nflaonline.com.

High
62° F
Precip: 20%
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 For Kids  12 & Under

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Dollar General store in White Springs was
robbed Friday night, Dec. 2, and police are
seeking the public’s help in apprehending the

lone gunman, the White Springs Police Depart-
ment reported. 

The WSPD reported that a gunman entered
the store and robbed it around 10 p.m. Friday
night.

Authorities say the suspect entered the store

wearing a mask, hooded shirt and gray pants
and was brandishing an unknown type of
handgun. It is believed the suspect left the
scene on foot or possibly a bicycle.  

Anyone having any information on this crime
is asked to contact the WSPD at 386-397-2222.

Armed robbery suspect sought in White Springs 

Hamilton County
Schools is pleased to
announce Teacher of

the Year Mandy
Dempsey,  who teaches
2nd grade at Central

Hamilton Elementary
School.

Additionally, para-

professional Geadon
Smith was selected as
school related employ-
ee of the year, also
from CHE.

“We are very proud
of these two ladies and
this is an honor well-
deserved,” said CHE
Principal Lee Zamora.

Mandy Dempsey named teacher of the year

Teacher of the Year Mandy Dempsey and her students. Courtesy photos

School Related Employee of the Year Geadon Smith.

Geadon Smith selected as 
school related employee of the year

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The owner of Hamilton
Jai Alai & Poker and
Hamilton Downs Race
Track, Robert Glenn
Richards, appeared before
the Hamilton County
Board of County Commis-
sioners at a public hearing
continuation meeting on
Tuesday, Dec. 6. 

Richards is attempting
to obtain a slots license,
which is dependent on
him doing barrel racing
two years in a row, as well

Barrel racing
temporary
permit
approved
Slots referendum tabled

Robert Glenn
Richards speaks to
the county commis-
sioners.

See photos, 9A
By Joyce Marie Taylor

The Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection’s Stephen Fos-
ter Folk Culture Center
State Park in White
Springs invites everyone
to come out and enjoy
their celebrated Festival
of Lights, which has been
named one of the top 20
events this year in the
southeastern United
States by the Southeast
Tourism Society. The
event runs through Jan. 1
(closed Christmas Day)
from dusk until 9 p.m.
and admission is $2 per
person. Children under
three can enter for free.

Over 4.5 million Christ-
mas lights are scattered
throughout the park in
colorful holiday displays
to celebrate the season.

Enjoy the
lights at
Stephen
Foster
Over 4.5 million
Christmas lights are
scattered throughout
the park

Santa Claus is coming to town tomorrow, Friday, Dec. 9. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Christmas parade is 
tomorrow in Jasper 

By Joyce Marie Taylor
Get ready for the annual

Christmas parade through
downtown Jasper tomorrow
evening, Friday, Dec. 9 at 6 p.m.
sponsored by the Hamilton
County Chamber of Commerce.

The parade lineup is at 5:30 at
the Hamilton County Arena and
at 6 p.m. it will make its way
over to Hatley Street and on
down to the city park, which
will be lit up in Christmas lights
and displays to welcome the en-
tire town to come out and visit

with Santa. 
First Baptist Church is sched-

uled to have a live nativity scene
in the park and there will also be
a few vendors on hand offering
hot chocolate and refreshments
for the crowd.

All businesses in downtown
Jasper will be having an open
house on this special evening, so
be sure to stop in and have a
look around.

So bundle up the kids and
come out for a fun evening to
celebrate the holiday season.

Editor’s note: In order to give
you a better sense of how our
schools are structured, the
Jasper News will feature a ques-
tionnaire about a different
school each week for five weeks.
The schools are Hamilton
County High School, Central
Hamilton Elementary, North
Hamilton Elementary, South
Hamilton Elementary and
Greenwood. Reporter Joyce
Marie Taylor sent a list of questions to the principal of
each public school in Hamilton County and we are pub-
lishing the responses. The first school, Central Hamilton
Elementary, was published on Nov. 3. You can read the
interview by going to our website and searching “CHE
principal expounds on curriculum.” The following is the
interview with North Hamilton Elementary School
Principal Betty Ann Sumner.

Jasper News: What is your school’s philosophy?
Betty Sumner: We prepare students for success

in a fast-paced, ever-changing environment. Our
philosophy is based on the premise that students

North Hamilton Elementary School
principal expounds on curriculum

Betty Ann Sumner

SEE NORTH, PAGE 2A

Author Tracy Woodard
autographs her new book
for White Springs resident
Teina Cason Frontczak.
See story, Page 2A. 
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Book signing
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By Joyce marie taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Author and local librarian Tracy
Woodard had a successful book sign-
ing event in White Springs on Satur-
day, Dec. 3 as she celebrated the
launch of her novel, “The Document-
ed History of White Springs, Florida.”

Florida's Nature and Heritage
Tourism Center was abuzz with folks
standing in line to get their auto-
graphed copy of Woodard’s historical
novel that captures moments in the
life and times of folks from the town
of White Springs. 

Woodard, who is married to Woody
Woodard, came to White Springs in
1974. She is the current librarian at
White Springs Public Library.

Teina Cason Frontczak was one of
the first in line to get her copy and she
was so excited to see an old picture of
herself inside the book.

“I was born and raised in White

Springs,” Frontczak said. “I wanted to
get the true grit.”

Sudye Cauthen, who was a Florida
Book Award winner for her non-fic-
tional novel “Southern Comforts”,
was in attendance giving Woodard
tips on how to have a successful book
signing. The two of them are also
good friends.

“She uses the library a lot for re-
search,” said Woodard.

Midway through the event,
Woodard’s daughters proudly spoke
to the crowd about their mother and
her determination to get the book
completed. Woodard read a portion of
the Introduction to the gathered
crowd that explained her reasons for
writing the book. 

“This was a labor of love,” Woodard
said. 

Copies of “The Documented Histo-
ry of White Springs” are available at
Suwannee Hardware and Feed in
White Springs for $24.95.

Tracy Woodard signs her new book
based on White Springs history

as holding a county referendum. Af-
ter that is accomplished he can apply
to the state for a slot machine license.

Two weeks ago Richards had
sought a 90-day special permit to
hold barrel race wagering events on
his horse track property. That request
was denied by the commissioners
pending a new site plan that showed
handicapped parking, which is re-
quired by law in order to comply with
the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The board had asked Richards to re-
turn on Dec. 6 with an updated site
plan for the horse track property
where he intends to hold barrel race
wagering events. 

As the board was reviewing the
new site plan, Richards stated, “Re-
member, all of this is just temporary
now. It’s not anything permanent.”

Richards said he plans to hold 10
days of barrel racing events for the
balance of 2011 and another 10 days
of events in Jan. 2012.

“They will compete for money,”
said Richards. “It’s open to registered
Quarterhorses.”

Richards told the board that the
pari-mutuel license he now holds

makes it legal for him to hold barrel-
race wagering events at the horse
track property. 

Since there were no comments from
the public, the hearing was closed and
the regular board meeting resumed.

Commissioner Ronny Morgan
made a motion to approve the tempo-
rary permit, Harry “Buster” Oxen-
dine seconded it, and then the board
voted 4-1 to approve the permit.
Commissioner Randy Ogburn was
the sole vote against.

Part two of this process was a dis-
cussion about scheduling a date to
hold a special election to allow slot
machines in Hamilton County, which
Richards said he would pay for. The
referendum was approved 4-1 at the
last meeting, but no date for the elec-
tion was set.

Supervisor of Elections Laura Dees
approached the podium and said she
had not spoken to Richards or county
attorney John McCormick about set-
ting a date. 

Richards joined her at the podium
and told the board he was hoping to
have the referendum the first week in
February.

“That’s too soon,” said Dees. 
She then cited a ruling that states

Barrel racing temporary permit approved
Continued From Page 1A

There will also be live holiday music
and carriage rides, plus a whole lot
more at the Craft Square and Gift Shop.

As you travel through the park on
foot or in your vehicle, Christmas car-
ols will resonate from the 200-foot high
decorated Carillon Bell Tower, which
can be seen and heard from miles away.

Be sure to stop in at the Nature and
Heritage Tourism Center on the corner
of US 41 and CR 136 on Sat. Dec. 10 for
a special children’s ornament-making
workshop from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.

Then head over to the Craft Square and
Gift Shop inside the park for a special
one-day-only sale, door prizes, craft
demonstrations and children’s projects.

This truly magnificent annual event
in the town of White Springs is spon-
sored by the Stephen Foster Citizens
Support Organization, the town of
White Springs and its special events
committee. Many thanks go out to the
businesses and individuals who have
so generously donated their support.

For more information log on to
www.FloridaStateParks.org/Stephen-
Foster.

Enjoy the lights at Stephen Foster
Continued From Page 1A

can learn, and learning is a life-long
process.

Jn: What is the school’s approach to
discipline?

Bs: We have a Positive Behavior Sup-
port Program (PBS); Panther Pride,
P.A.W.S, Positive Attitude, Active
Learner, Willing to give 100%, Safety
First

Jn: How do teachers and staff en-
courage student progress toward meet-
ing state standards?

Bs: We encourage students with re-
wards and incentives: Accelerated
Reader Rewards, Positive Behavior
Support Rewards (PAWs stamped on
cards that are earned by students),
Classroom awards, Honor Roll.

Jn: What library resources are avail-
able to students?

Bs: Students check out books in their
Zone of Proximity Development (ZPD)
range of Accelerated Reader. Students
receive extra instruction in vocabulary,
details and main idea from our Media
Specialist.

Jn: How is the school adjusting to
new technology?

Bs: We have a combination of tech-
nology for our students to use. We have
computer stations connected to our
LAN Internet connection and wireless
for laptops in certain areas. Some of our
teachers use mimeo boards and projec-
tors. We have the use of a Smartboard as
well.

Jn: How are students adjusting to
the new uniform policy?

Bs: We have 99.9% compliance. A
lower grade student on any given day
may forget and wear the wrong cloth-
ing. We address this with the parent.
The dress code has proven to be suc-
cessful.

Jn: What Arts programs are avail-
able and how do they fit into the cur-
riculum?

Bs: We do not have any Arts pro-
grams.

Jn: What extra-curricular activities
are offered?

Bs: We are organizing a basketball
team that may have games after school
and/or on weekends.

Jn: How does the school support
student with disabilities, academic, so-
cial and emotional? 

Bs: Our students with disabilities are
served by a certified teacher. We use the
inclusion model with facilitative sup-
port. Our students are served with

Speech and Language by a teacher con-
tracted to serve our students in a pull-
out method.

Jn: What strategies are used for
teaching student not fluent in English?

Bs: English Language Learners are
instructed in the lower grades as all oth-
er students in letter recognition and
identification. This is followed with de-
coding, initial sound fluency and
phonemic awareness.Our older English
Language Learners are served with a
variety of strategies:

• Develops background knowledge
• Allows longer time for long-term

memory check
• Sensitivity to students and their

needs
• Repetition of the teaching and

practice time of the students
• Clear and concise language
• Incorporates progress monitoring

for prescriptive teaching
• Makes use of alternative assess-

ment
• Provides visual representations
• Relates instruction to student’s ex-

perience
• Hands-on activities and manipula-

tives
• Use varied instructional approaches
Jn: List professional development

opportunities for teachers.
Bs: Teachers attend local professional

development with our District Staff and
our District Reading Specialist. Teach-
ers also travel to other cities to receive
training in areas that promote their In-
dividual Professional Development
Plan.

Jn: What are some of the school’s
greatest accomplishments?

Bs: North Hamilton Elementary
School is an A school with 100% AYP.

Jn: What are some of the school’s
biggest challenges?

Bs: Second Language Learners
Jn: How does the school keep par-

ents informed on activities, etc.
Bs: Teachers have parent conferences.

We send home newsletters of activities
and make Connect Ed callouts. We have
a School Advisory Council and Parent
Teacher Organization.

Jn: does the school have an active
ptA?

Bs: NHE has a PTO. These parents
are very active with many supports for
students and teachers.

Jn: What is the school’s goal for the
2011-12 school year?

Bs: To exceed the accomplishments
of 2010-11.

North Hamilton Elementary School
Continued From Page 1A

new chairman and vice-chairman
Commissioner Randy Ogburn, dis-

trict 4, was elected chairman for the
new 2011-12 term and Commissioner
Ronny Morgan, district 1, was voted
in as vice-chairman.

speed limit set on area roads
An ordinance was passed by the

board to set the maximum speed lim-
it to 25 mph on SW 92 Drive and SW
62 Way from CR 249 to CR 158 and to
set a penalty for violations.
2010 CdBG Grant program & sHip

program
Round 1 - Homes in the CDBG pro-

gram will be completed by Christ-
mas. Seven pay authorizations to the
contractors were approved by the
board.

Round 2 - the 2nd round of bids
should be approved by Jan. 17, 2012.

SHIP - Starting balance for current
CDBG cycle was $258,341 and re-
maining balance will be about
$131,341 after payouts for work are
completed. Some of the SHIP money
was leveraged for CDBG by the
board. There are 23 additional clients
on the list. The board agreed to lever-
age $125,000 toward the next CDBG
cycle. 

Cr 6 bridgework project
Upcoming bridgework and resur-

facing on CR 6 will require advance
notice to the public of an approximate
two week road closure for repairs.
Flashing road signs advising the pub-
lic of the detour will be set up prior to
the work beginning according to Greg
Bailey from the County Roads Dept.
Bailey is waiting on approval from
SRWMD to begin the work.

senior center
Greg Bailey submitted an applica-

tion to the water management district
to begin construction of the senior
center. A solicitation for construction
bids will be going out soon. Commis-
sioner Ogburn expressed his dissatis-
faction with the slowness of the pro-
ject, which is being overseen by the
insurance company.

Jan. 10, 2012 is the tentative date
that concrete will be poured for the
new senior center.

soccer complex lighting
The lights at the soccer complex –

which went out during the first foot-
ball game of the year – was discussed,
along with options to correct the

problem. County Coordinator Danny
Johnson said a temporary fix was
made and will keep the lights going
for the rest of the soccer season. With
two fields and a concession stand,
there isn't enough electrical power on
the property, with only a 600 amp ser-
vice, said Comm. Josh Smith, and it is-
n't up to code. Johnson laid out sever-
al options, including putting it out for
bid, have Progress Energy install 3-
phase electricity, get PCS to assist or
do it in-house. Re-wiring of the panel
box and increasing the electrical ser-
vice, Johnson said is also needed. The
breakers are obsolete and corroded,
he added. Johnson estimated a cost of
about $6,000 to remedy the situation.

With regard to the lights at the soc-
cer complex, the board had a lengthy
discussion about the quality of work
being done on projects and the seem-
ing lack of inspections by county au-
thorities to assure jobs are being done
properly, permits are pulled and all
work is up to code. Ogburn suggested
that Johnson get a recommendation
from PCS and their master electri-
cians on the soccer complex lighting
issue and bring it to the next meeting.

At the next meeting on Dec. 6 it was
recommended by a county electrician
to upgrade the lighting to single
phase 800 amps. It now has only a 600
amp capacity. The cost for materials
and labor would be about $11,000.
Progress Energy would not charge for
the upgrade in service. After some
discussion it was agreed that the com-
missioners would still like a second
opinion by PCS, which will be
brought to the next meeting.

road closure
A public hearing was held to dis-

cuss closing a portion of NW 30 Ave.
in section 3, township 2 north, range
11 east. The road in question is sur-
rounded on all sides by one land
owner. There were no comments from
the public or the board, who then ap-
proved closing the road. The clerk
will publish a public notice about the
closure, as required by law.

other 
The board approved a motion to re-

new the medical examiner's contract
with the city of Jacksonville.

Work has begun on renovations to
the county courtroom ceiling and roof
repairs.               - By Joyce Marie Taylor

County Commission roundup

there is a 48-day process that must be
adhered to before holding a referen-
dum. She also said she didn’t know
exactly what Richards wanted on the
referendum. Richards then stated he
assumed his attorneys had already
handled things with her.

“It doesn’t sound like you’re ready
to do this,” Ogburn told Richards.

McCormick then read a sample bal-
lot that he said he received from

Gadsden County’s attorney. It was a
simple ballot that asked voters to ap-
prove or disapprove slot machines in
their county. 

Ogburn told Richards the board was
not prepared to make a decision or set
a date until all the details were
worked out with his attorneys and the
elections office. The issue was tabled
for a future meeting of the board.
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 Hamilton County Adult Education Offers
 Certified Production Technician (CPT) Program

 The Hamilton County School Superintendentʼs Office in  partnership with the Hamilton County Board of County  Commissioners is proud to offer the Certified Production  Technician Course (CPT) through the Adult Education  Program. This program would offer academic  assistance and manufacturing fundamentals to Hamilton  County citizens who desire academic and technical  skills refreshment prior to entering or returning to the  workforce. The first CPT class will start in January 2012.
 Individuals interested in applying for the CPT 
 Program should contact the Hamilton County 
 Coordinator, Danny Johnson at (386) 792-6639.
 All Applicants  will have to complete a screening  assessment and selection held on December 14, 2011  at 6:00 P.M. in the Adult Education Classroom, JRE Lee  District Complex, Jasper, Florida 32052

 Again, individuals interested in applying for the CPT  Program should contact the Hamilton County  Coordinator, Danny Johnson at 386-792-6639 for additional  information to apply.
 710039dsv

NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE UNIFORM METHOD OF 
COLLECTING NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS

Hamilton County, Florida (the “County”) hereby provides 
notice, pursuant to section 197.3632(3)(a), Florida Statutes, of its 
intent to use the uniform method of collecting non-ad valorem 
assessments to be levied within the unincorporated area of the 
County, for the cost of providing solid waste services and other 
municipal services and purposes, such as, but not limited to, fire 
protection services, road maintenance services, and Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS), under Section 125.271, Florida Statutes, as 
provided and allowed under the second sentence of Section 9(b), 
Article VII of the Constitution of Florida, and Section 197.3632, 
Florida Statutes, commencing for the Fiscal Year beginning on 
October 1, 2011.  The County will consider the adoption of a 
resolution electing to use the uniform method of collecting such 
assessments authorized by Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, at a 
public hearing to be held at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, December 27, 
2011, in the Board Room (Room 112) Hamilton County Court 
House, 207 N.E. First Street, Jasper, Florida 32052.  Such resolution 
will state the need for the levy and will contain a legal description of 
the boundaries of the real property subject to the levy.  Copies of the 
proposed form of resolution, which contains the legal description of 
the boundaries of the real property subject to the levy, being the 
unincorporated area of the County, are on file at the Office of the 
Clerk of Circuit Court, Room 106, Hamilton County Courthouse, 207 
N.E. First Street, Jasper, Florida 32052.  All interested persons are 
invited to attend.

In the event any person decides to appeal any decision by the 
County with respect to any matter relating to the consideration of the 
resolution at the above-referenced public hearing, a record of the 
proceeding may be needed, and in such an event, such person may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the public hearing is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence on which the 
appeal is to be based.  In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation or an 
interpreter to participate in this proceeding should contact Hamilton 
County at (386) 792-1288, 7 days prior to the date of the hearing.  
This notice of intent to use the uniform method for collecting such 
assessment shall be published in The Jasper News, a newspaper of 
general circulation within the County, for four (4) consecutive weeks 
preceding the above-referenced public hearing.

DATED this 15th day of November, 2011.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

709100dwv

Life in White Springs will not be running this week. It will be back next week.
Thank you.

The boxes mailed to Marines in
Afghanistan on Nov. 12 by the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars were received in
record time by the Marines. 

The chaplain emailed his apprecia-
tion for the thoughtfulness of the res-
idents of Hamilton County and
promised to distribute the boxes im-
mediately.

Those boxes mailed to an Army
unit at FOB Walton  in Afghanistan
were sent in care of Lt. Jacob Boze-

man, step-son of Susan Grantham
Bozeman. Susan, who came to help
pack the boxes at the VFW with her
son, C.J., e-mailed when she heard
from Jake. "They have received the
boxes. He said that everybody was so
excited and very grateful! He said
they were very humbled also and
wanted me to tell everybody thank
you - a million times: THANK YOU!
This has been a blessing to our
troops."

Marines receive care boxes 

Packing boxes for deployed military at the VFW on November 10th are (from left): Evelyn Williams,
MSgt Keith Snipes, Tikaya Jackson, Marilyn Lovejoy, and C/Lt Col Jordan Perez. From the right:
C.J. Bozeman, C/2Lt Kyunda Johnson, and Michelle Jackson. - Courtesy photo

North Hamilton Elementary
6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 8
Co-sponsored by Town of Jennings

Please join us for Christmas carols, hot
chocolate, and cookies.

Tree lighting

The recreational har-
vest of snook will close
in all Atlantic coastal
and inland waters, in-
cluding Lake Okee-
chobee and the Kissim-
mee River, beginning
Dec. 15. The season will
reopen in Atlantic state
and federal waters Feb.
1, 2012.

Snook season remains
closed in Gulf of Mexico
state and federal waters
through Aug. 31, 2012, a
decision made by the
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC) after pro-

longed cold weather
during the 2009-10 win-
ter that affected snook
numbers.

The extended Gulf
harvest closure will help
protect snook popula-
tions this winter, when
they are most vulnerable
to cold weather, and
give snook added pro-
tection during next
spring and summer’s
spawning months.

Anglers may still catch
and release snook dur-
ing the harvest closure,
and the FWC encourages
everyone to handle and

release these fish careful-
ly to help ensure their
survival upon release.

Snook regulations ap-
ply to snook harvested
in both state and federal
waters off Florida, and
no person shall possess
any snook caught during
snook closed seasons.

For more information
regarding the manage-
ment of snook in Florida,
visit MyFWC.com/Fish-
ing and click on “Saltwa-
ter Fishing,” “Recre-
ational Regulations” and
“Snook.”

December brings closure of snook
season in Atlantic state, federal waters

Due to overwhelming outreach to
feed the community, Girl Scout Troop
1162 of Jasper has decided to change
the date of their event. 

Girl Scout Troop 1162’s 3rd Annual
Fill the Community with Kindness
and Food will be held on Friday, Dec.
16 from 5-7:30 p.m. We still need help
collecting crackers and canned goods,
vegetables, beans, tomatoes and chili

mix. You will find a box in Jasper
Foodway where you are able to do-
nate any types of goods. This event is
free and everyone in our community
is invited.

If you have any questions or would
like to help in any way you can con-
tact Leslie Carter at 386-303-1046 or
by email at lesliejcarter@wind-
stream.net

Girl Scouts Troop 1162 3rd
Annual Fill the Community
with Kindness and Food



By Rev. James L. Sny-
der

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage
had commandeered the
Christmas decorating
operation for yet anoth-
er year. I am not quite
sure how she remem-
bers when to start all of
this, because the
thought had not yet en-
tered my mind.

Here it is Christmas
and I am about as pre-
pared for Christmas
this year as I was last

year. One of the great
things about my wife is
that she keeps all of
these holidays in order
and on time. I am still
reeling from my Thanks-
giving Day turkey in-
dulgence.

Once again, our home
is in decorating mode.
My great contribution to
the Christmas holiday
decorating plan is to
keep out of my wife's
way. One year I tried to
help her and let's just
say we will not repeat
that again. I just have no
decorating expertise at
all. I cannot tell the dif-
ference between a wrap-
ping bow and a Christ-
mas tree bulb.

Before I could get out
of the way of the deco-
rating frenzy in our
home, I ran across some-
thing in the back of a
box. How it got there, I
have no way of know-
ing. How I got up this
morning, I have no way
of knowing either. How-
ever, there was a photo
album from when I was
a young person.

I want to stress the
fact that there was a
time when I was a
young person. We will
not discuss how long
ago that was, but just
know that there was a
time in my illustrious
career when I was a
young person.

I opened up the album
and saw all of those
photographs from when
I was a young person.
The photograph that re-
ally caught my attention
was one taken before I
was one year old. I had
forgotten this photo. Of
course, I have no recol-
lection of when that
photo was taken. I was
about nine months old
and I was mostly occu-
pied with the rascal who
confiscated my bottle.

I had simple concerns
at that time. I was not
worried for example
about world affairs, poli-

tics or the economy. As
long as I knew where
my next bottle was com-
ing from, I was a happy
little camper in a diaper.
I miss those days of
naivety. I am looking
forward someday re-
turning to that state of
mind.

I delighted looking at
all of those pictures of
what's was supposed to
be me when I was very
young. Then I found a
picture I had completely
forgotten about.

It is valuable at times
to go back and relive the
past. I know you cannot
really relive the past, but
you can look at the past
and see how far you
have come. Photographs
are a marvelous way of
reliving the past. These
were the old black and
white photographs, so
you know how long ago
that was.

The photo that really
caught my attention was
when I was very young.
I believe this is the first
photo ever taken of me.
It was in the year of our
Lord 1951 and I was
nine months old. Look-
ing at that picture I had
to admit to myself that I
really was a cute little
guy.

It was a black-and-
white photo but my
mother had carefully
colored it with crayons.
She did a marvelous job
but then she had a great
piece of work to begin
with, if I say so myself.

The important thing
about this photo was it
was a picture of me, but
it was also a picture of
the winner of the cutest
baby award in our com-
munity in 1951. I had
won a beauty award
when barely 9 months
old. How many people
can boast about that?

I really do not know
any of the details of that
beauty contest. After all,
every nine-month-old
baby is cute. I really do

not think I was the
cutest baby but then
again I won the title and
I have the picture in my
hand.

Unfortunately my
beauty career peak then
and it has been on a
downward slide ever
since. I have the skid
marks to prove it.

After looking at that
picture for a while, went
into the bathroom and
looked into the mirror.
What a shock. I could
not see any resemblance
in the mirror to anything
in the picture. It would
be a stretch for anybody
to say that the two pic-
tures were of the same
person.

When anybody says
that beauty is in the eyes
of the beholder I would
like to correct them and
say that beauty is in the
hands of the holder of a
picture of the baby who
won the cutest baby
award in 1951.

In the years since that
picture was taken, I
have lived quite a bit
and Father Time has
carved his initials on my
face. I can honestly say I
am not the same person
in that photo. What in-
nocence then. What
naivety. There in that
photo was a person who
had not yet experienced
the lumps of life yet.

The verse of Scripture
that has encouraged me
throughout my life has
been Proverbs 3:5-6
(KJV), "Trust in the
LORD with all thine
heart; and lean not unto
thine own understand-
ing. In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths."

Life is full of ups and
downs, gains and losses
but in the end, those
who trust Christ are
marvelously guided
throughout life and en-
joy life of blessing to the
Lord.

The Rev. James L.
Snyder is pastor of the
Family of God Fellow-
ship, PO Box 831313,
Ocala, FL 34483. He
lives with his wife,
Martha, inSilver Springs
Shores. Call him at 352-
687-4240 or e-mail
jamessnyder2@att.net.
The church web site is
www.whatafellowship.c
om .
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OPINION

Nobel Prize-winning economist
Paul Krugman, in his New York
Times column titled "Free to Die"
(9/15/2011), pointed out that back in
1980, his late fellow Nobel laureate
Milton Friedman lent his voice to the
nation's shift to the political right in
his famous 10-part TV series, "Free To
Choose." Nowadays, Krugman says,
"'free to choose' has become 'free to
die.'" He was referring to a GOP pres-
idential debate in which Rep. Ron
Paul was asked what should be done
if a 30-year-old man who chose not to
purchase health insurance found him-
self in need of six months of intensive
care. Paul correctly, but politically in-
correctly, replied, "That's what free-
dom is all about -- taking your own
risks." CNN moderator Wolf Blitzer
pressed his question further, asking
whether "society should just let him
die." The crowd erupted with cheers
and shouts of "Yeah!", which led

Krugman to con-
clude that
"American poli-
tics is fundamen-
tally about differ-
ent moral vi-
sions." Professor
Krugman is ab-
solutely right;
our nation is
faced with a con-
flict of moral visions. Let's look at it.

If a person without health insurance
finds himself in need of costly med-
ical care, let's investigate just how
might that care be provided. There
are not too many of us who'd suggest
that we get the money from the tooth
fairy or Santa Claus. That being the
case, if a medically indigent person
receives medical treatment, it must be
provided by people. There are several
possible methods to deliver the ser-
vices. One way is for people to make

voluntary contribu-
tions or for medical
practitioners to simply
treat medically indi-
gent patients at no
charge. I find both
methods praiseworthy,
laudable and, above
all, moral.

Another way to pro-
vide those services is
for Congress to use its
power to forcibly use
one person to serve the

purposes of an-
other. That is, un-
der the pain of
punishment, Con-
gress could man-
date that medical
practitioners treat
medically indi-
gent patients at
no charge. I'd per-
sonally find such

a method of providing medical ser-
vices offensive and immoral, simply
because I find the forcible use of one
person to serve the purposes of anoth-
er, what amounts to slavery, in viola-
tion of all that is decent.

I am proud to say that I think most
of my fellow Americans would be re-
pulsed at the suggestion of forcibly
using medical practitioners to serve
the purposes of people in need of hos-
pital care. But I'm afraid that most
Americans are not against the princi-
ple of the forcible use of one person to
serve the purposes of another under
the pain of punishment. They just
don't have much stomach to witness
it. You say, "Williams, explain your-
self."

Say that citizen John pays his share
of the constitutionally mandated func-
tions of the federal government. He
recognizes that nothing in our Consti-
tution gives Congress the authority to
forcibly use one person to serve the
purposes of another or take the earn-
ings of one American and give them

to another American, whether it be
for medical services, business
bailouts, handouts to farmers or
handouts in the form of foreign aid.
Suppose John refuses to allow what
he earns to be taken and given to an-
other. My guess is that Krugman and,
sadly, most other Americans would
sanction government punishment, im-
prisonment or initiation of violence
against John. They share Professor
Krugman's moral vision that one per-
son has a right to live at the expense
of another, but they just don't have
the gall to call it that.

I share James Madison's vision, ar-
ticulated when Congress appropriat-
ed $15,000 to assist some French
refugees in 1794. Madison stood on
the floor of the House to object, say-
ing, "I cannot undertake to lay my fin-
ger on that article of the Constitution
which granted a right to Congress of
expending, on objects of benevolence,
the money of their constituents,"
adding later that "charity is no part of
the legislative duty of the govern-
ment." This vision of morality, I'm
afraid, is repulsive to most Ameri-
cans.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Free to die?
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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386-867-1396



The First Baptist
Church of Jasper and Se-
nior Pastor Roger Hutto
invite the community to
their Christmas Musical
on Sunday evening, De-
cember 18 at 6:00pm. 

Searching for the
King   is a one-of-a-kind
dramatic Christmas mu-
sical, paralleling the
powerful message of the
prophets of the Bible
with the relevant times
of today.   The program
presents one of the Magi
(Mordecai) as he follows
the Star of Bethlehem
with a soldier (Ben-
jamin) stationed in the
Middle East over 2,000
years later.   Both are

looking at the same stars
and are searching for the
truth.     You will be in-
spired with not only the
drama but the music
presented by the adult
choir and children’s
choir.     The music is a
combination of new
songs and many
beloved Christmas car-
ols. 

Please join us as we
celebrate Christ’s birth
with this exciting pre-
sentation.   Bring your

friends and family and
come prepared to be
blessed.    After the pre-
sentation, everyone is
invited to join us in the
fellowship hall for food,
fun & carols.

First Baptist Church of
Jasper is located at 207
2nd Street NE, Jasper,
Florida 32052 (behind
the Hamilton County
Courthouse).   If you
have any questions,
please call the church at
386-792-2658.
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 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School.......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship....................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study...............................7:00 p.m.

 644208-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 792-2275

 Pastor: Steve Shaw
 Sunday

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...................11:00 a.m.
 Childrenʼs Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training......................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship....................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting.......................7:00 p.m.
 Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry....7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Programs . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

 643869-F
 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH

 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 
  Jennings, FL 32053

 938-5611
  Pastor:Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School................................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.............................11:00 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Worship, Youth Happening, 
 RAʼs, GAʼs.........................................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper..............................................6:00 p.m.
 Prayer Meeting, Discipleship class for adults, 
 Youth actvities, Childrenʼs Choirs.....6:30 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 644209-F

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper

 Bldg.: 792-2277
 Sunday

 Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 644212-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School...............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship........................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Kidsʼ Program................................6:15 p.m.

 644236-F

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Louise 
 at 1-800-525-4182

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41

 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 644211-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258
 Pastor: Alexandria Hedrick

 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service...........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Prayer in Fellowship Hall...............9:00 a.m.
 Choir Practice................................7:00 p.m.

 644251-F

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:45 p.m.
 Choir Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 644232-F

 METHODIST

 692421-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.

 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA
 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 December Special

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 711958amv

 Sofa & Chair  Upholstered in  any fabric we stock! $ 489 00

Rena Ruth Standridge
Honeycutt

Aug. 23, 1930 - 
Dec. 4, 2011

Rena Ruth Stan-
dridge Honey-
cutt, 81, of Jen-

nings, Florida passed
away on Dec. 4, 2011, at
Suwannee Valley Care
Center.

Born Aug. 23, 1930, in
Butler, Ga. to the late
Jesse and Ruth Stan-
dridge. She was a loving
mother, grandmother,
and great grandmother,
liked fishing, canning,
gardening, and travel-
ing.

She is preceded in
death by her husband of
58 years Emory W, Hon-
eycutt Sr., son Emory
Honeycutt Jr., brothers;
Herschel, Hillard, and
Buster Standridge; sis-
ters May Hancock,
Louise McCall, Mary
Cullpepper, Nell
Hawkins.

Survivors included
sons; Tony F. Honeycutt
(Victoria) Valdosta, Ga.,
Ronald S. Honeycutt
(Ellen) Jennings, Fla.,
daughter; Gloria E.
Brown ( Roy) Texas,
daughter in law; Teresa
Honeycutt, Calif. sisters;
Dorothy Lanear, St.
Cloud, Fla., Edith Grif-
fin, Lake City, Fla., Jessie
McCall, Quitman, Ga.,
eight grandchildren, five
great grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to
Suwannee Valley Care
Center (Haven Hospice).

Arrangements are un-
der the direction of
G A T E W A Y - F O R E S T
LAWN FUNERAL
HOME,  3596 S.US Hwy
441, Lake City, Fl. (386)
752-1954. Please sign the
guest book at www.gate-
wayforestlawn.com   

This is a special
note of thanks to all
of my friends and
loved ones for all
your prayers, cards,
food and visits dur-
ing my recent stay
in the hospital.

I'm home now
and feeling much
better. We love
Hamilton County
and all of you.

Sincerely,
Jack  Vinson

On November 12th, Clabe Collier, Jr. was
greeted with a dinner at Oak Grove Missionary
Baptist Church from his family. The dinner was
in celebration of his 90th birthday on November
15, 2011.

“Sweet thing” is a friend to all in the sur-
rounding community. “God bless and keep you
for many more years to come” from your entire
family.

Clabe Collier, Jr.
turns 90 years old

Clabe Collier, Jr.

By Angie Land

By now the last of the
Thanksgiving leftovers
are probably gone (if not,
your fridge definitely
needs cleaning out!),
black Friday is over, and
Christmas is just around
the corner! In the midst
of this busy season,
would you join me for a
break from the over-
whelming commercial
message of Christmas,
and let’s spend a few
minutes together consid-
ering the real story of
Christmas and all that it
means today.

When it comes to
Christmas, what does the
word “hope” mean to
you?  Let’s be honest,
does your biggest hope
for the holiday come in
the form of, “I hope I can
pay off this credit card
before next Christmas”
or “I hope I can lose
these extra pounds I
have gained from all
these Christmas cook-
ies?”  Those are a few we
can all relate to!

Hope is actually de-
fined, “desire accompa-
nied by expectation of or
belief in fulfillment.”  So,
how is the story of
Christmas linked to
hope?  In order to under-
stand this connection, we
have to turn back to the
very beginning of the
story…all the way back
to Genesis.

After the creation ac-
count, the all too familiar
story of Eve and the for-
bidden fruit unfolds.  In
Genesis 3, Satan accom-

plished his goal:  to de-
ceive the woman and
plunge Adam, Eve, and
all mankind headlong
into sin.  Before this
event, Adam and Eve
were innocent and en-
joyed the presence of
God “walking in the gar-
den” with them.  Now,
everything changed.  Be-
cause of God’s holiness,
sin would now separate
Adam and Eve from
God’s presence and there
was nothing this first
couple could do to fix the
problem.  But God had a
plan: Genesis 3:15
records God’s words to
the serpent:  “And I will
put enmity between you
and the woman, and be-
tween your offspring
and hers; he will crush
your head, and you will
strike his heel.”  

The offspring men-
tioned here was One
who would be born of a
woman who would ulti-
mately crush the head
(referring to the authori-
ty) of sin over all
mankind.  Since being
banished from the gar-
den, the real desire for
men and women alike
was to be reconciled with
God.  The birth of our
Savior fulfills that desire.
He is the only way back
to God and our only
hope for reconciliation.
He is the absolute best
gift ever offered…and all
because our hearts really
do matter.

BTW… It is no
coincidence that I am es-
pecially tender toward
the story of the Savior’s

birth right now.  Less
than a week ago, I stood
beside by daughter-in-
law’s hospital bed and
watched my first grand-
son make his entry into
this world!  To all you
seasoned grandparents
out there, NOW I know
what you are talking
about…words cannot
describe!  My heart has
been completely cap-
tured by this tiny guy,
and does it ever matter!!

Blessings, Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and  family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and  families.
Contact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land 3@w ind -
stream.net 

Heart Matters

The real story of Christmas

Thank
You

First Baptist Church presents Christmas
musical “Searching for the King 

 Bass’s Furniture & Appliance Warehouse 303 NW HATLEY ST. JASPER, FL  386-792-2725
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 Buy One-Get One
 FREE! Ashley Furniture Recliners at

Christmas Eve  falls on
the regularly scheduled
fourth Saturday  for the
Jasper First Methodist
Church Clothes
Closet.  Therefore, the
Clothes Closet has been

pushed up and will be
open on Dec. 17 from 1 - 5
p.m. There are clothes for
the entire family and there
is never a charge.  We
hope you all have a safe
and blessed holiday.

Jasper First Methodist Church
Clothes Closet pushed up

MADISON, FL – Enjoy
a night of holiday cheer,
music and outstanding
entertainment as the
North Florida Commu-
nity College Artist Series
welcomes CristoFouri to
the Van H. Priest Audi-
torium stage on Satur-
day, Dec. 10, 7 p.m. The
holiday concert features
four pianists – Ed Barr,
Jerry Gowen, Jerry
Roberson and Andy
Daughtry – all on stage
playing four grand pi-
anos. It’s going to be a
night filled with popular
Christmas tunes, season
favorites, and a lot of
fun. Larry McWilliams, a

renowned trumpeter
and native of Madison
County, will also be fea-
tured as a special guest
performer.

“I saw CristoFouri
during a performance in
Valdosta last December
and knew they would be
a hit with our Artist Se-
ries patrons and the com-
munity,” said Kim Scar-
boro, NFCC Artist Series
coordinator. “It’s a fun
show and I encourage
everyone to attend. Plus
two of the performers
have connections to
Madison – pianist Andy

Four talented friends, four
grand pianos, one evening only

CristoFouri
performs holiday
concert at NFCC
Featuring Pianists Ed Barr,
Andy Daughtry, Jerry Gowen
and Jerry Roberson & Special
Guest Larry McWilliams

SEE CRISTO, PAGE 10A



CHRISTMAS SEASON is upon us, with signs
everywhere with decorations, music, shopping,
parties, etc. but most of all in our Churches. We
have already celebrated the first two Sundays of
Advent with the lighting of the candles by fami-
lies, looking forward to celebrating the Reason
for the Season. Hope you are awaiting a special
time with family and friends, however, with first
of all to celebrate the Birth of Christ. 

A note to be brought to your attention, a dear
friend of many of us, Lurlene Johnson will be
celebrating her birthday, 100th, before you read
this, but you might want to remember her, she is
living at SVNC now. She has contributed much
to our community in the past years and we ap-
preciate the efforts she has made to help in
many ways.

"Shop Jasper First" has begun and it is hoped
that all will remember to support our local busi-
nesses, we need to keep them busy, they supply
our many needs, and are here for us, we want to
help them so they can continue to do so. On this
Saturday, De. 10, you will want to stop in at
Jasper Marketplace, 107 Central Ave. SW for a
tea party. Other participating merchants in the
campaign are Brown's Flowers, Bass' Furniture,
D&S Signs, Jasper Foodway, Jasper Hardware,
Victoria & Co., Sunsations and Sugar
Dumplins. This could be Jasper on the Square. I
hope you will read further on this in the Nov. 26
issue of the Jasper News, the story by Joyce
Marie Taylor, she did such a good job represent-
ing what is needed to support our local facilities,
we need them and they need us.

Also, in that issue below the story, was an
election notice for election for City Council
seats. Packets will be available on Thursday,
Dec. 8 (That's today) qualifying will lend at
noon on Thursday, Jan. 5, 2012. As Virgie would
say, "Think about it".

Virgie is still thinking about us, her thoughts
come into my mind so often, wasn't she spe-
cial? And she is still in our hearts and
minds. Marion Turner is another who comes to
mind in support of our community as well as
many others, too many to name right now. If
you have special thoughts of others let me know
and we will remember them. This time of year
would be a good time to remember those who
have done so much in the past to support our
towns, communities and county, we need to
make their efforts worthwhile.

So, for now, remember Jesus is the reason for
the season.

Until next week ,

Lillian Norris  

NORRIS NOTES

386-792-2151

norrislw@windstream.net
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 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 
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Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

Have you ever thought about the
names of the seven dwarfs? Seems
like the progression of one’s moods
after a bad nights sleep. We start out
Happy; don’t get enough rest and
wake up Sleepy; go to work Grumpy;
from lack of rest we get sick and
Sneezy; wanna be left alone and be-
come Bashful; end up having to go
see the Doc. Why is it Snow White
seems to be the only one getting any
rest around here!

Over 60 million Americans suffer
from insomnia, few realizing how de-
bilitating sleep deprivation can be. An
estimated 63 billion yearly is lost in
productivity in the U.S. from inade-
quate rest. Insomnia is defined as dif-
ficulty initiating or maintaining sleep
three nights per week and experienc-
ing one or more of these symptoms:
difficulty falling asleep, waking up
too early, frequently waking, or not
feeling rested when you wake. Aver-

age adults need slightly more than
eight hours of sleep per day. Only an
estimated 35 percent of American
adults get this amount of rest.  

Even a reduction in sleep as little as
1.5 hours can cause daily alertness to
decrease by 32 percent. The National
Highway Safety Administration re-
ports each year “drowsy driving”
causes at least 100,000 crashes, 71,000
injuries, and 1,550 deaths costing
nearly 12.5 billion in damages. 

Studies published by the Journal of
Circulation show insomnia sufferers
have a 27-45 percent higher risk of
heart attack. The University of
Rochester Sleep and Neurophysiolo-
gy Research Lab found in two studies
insomnia not only predisposes and
individual to depression, but also
dulls depression treatments and
serves as a barrier to remission.  

Each of us have an internal clock,
known as our body’s circadian

rhythm, controlling when we release
and produce certain hormones, sleep,
body temperature, as well as other
functions. If your internal clock is dis-
rupted insomnia will almost in-
evitably ensue.  

If you feel you may be suffering
from insomnia make time to exercise
regularly. Exercise can help shift the
your body’s clock, getting your circa-
dian rhythm back on track. Be careful
not to exercise close to bedtime,
which in some cases can disrupt sleep
patterns.  

Be sure to limit caffeine, cigarettes,
chocolate, or any other stimulants or
stimulating behaviors before bedtime.
Meditate, sit quietly, or practice deep
breathing before bed; or any other ac-
tivity that helps soothe and calm (like
listening to soothing music). Studies
have shown our mental state at lights
out determines the amount of stress
hormone, cortisol, present in the

blood stream the
following morn-
ing. So-no wor-
ries at bedtime!

Use body oils
with pleasing
scents such as
jasmine (shown
to increase relax
and calming feelings) to lubricate
joints and improve circulation, peace-
ful feelings and calm; or try rubbing
body oil over your body 30 minutes
before shower time.  Also try not to
go to bed too late.  Studies have found
falling asleep after 10 p.m. decreases
the quality of sleep and the feeling of
being refreshed when you wake.  

With enough sleep before you
know it you’ll be singing just like the
dwarves and whistling while you
work.  Remember for healthy living
rest is best!

Healthy Living By Beth Harris, CSCS
bethharrisfitness@gmail.com

Empowering Taber-
nacle House of Prayer
Outreach Ministry, un-
der the leadership of
Pastor Phillip M. Jack-
son and Church Mother
Ledia S. Jackson, fed the
community of Jasper a
hearty Thanksgiving
meal through our “Feed
the Needy” Ministry.
Every year since this
ministry has been estab-
lished, we have taken
the time out to feed the
community a Thanks-
giving Dinner. This

year’s event was hosted
in the Civic Center, and
it gave all individuals
an opportunity to sit
down and eat and be
served by the members
of Empowering Taber-
nacle House of Prayer
Outreach Ministry.
Also, seniors who were
unable to come and get
a dinner, meals were de-
livered to them.
E.T.H.O.P. had a splen-
did time and would like
to thank all that came
out to eat with us.

Empowering Tabernacle House of Prayer
Outreach Ministry Feeds the Community 

Sis. Hattie Sealey and Sis.
Shanae Wilson greeting every-
one that comes in to receive a
dinner. 

The servers getting pre-
pared to serve.

The members of E.T.H.O.P serving the community.

Courtesy photos
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Sports

Staff
The Hamilton County

High School Trojan var-
sity basketball team is off
to a sluggish start on the
season after losing their
first game to Columbia
Nov. 29 and Madison
Dec. 3. The team downed
Melody Christian, how-
ever, on Dec. 2, 58-43.
The boys lost to Co-

lumbia by a final score of
67-41.
Hamilton scored four

points in the first, eight
in the second, 13 in the
third and 16 in the
fourth. Columbia posted
22 in the first, 12 in the
second and third and 21
in the fourth.
The boys lost to Madi-

son 67-59.
Hamilton pulled in

nine points in the first, 10
in the second, 20 in the
third and 20 in the
fourth.
The boys played

Lafayette Tuesday night
in Mayo and will play
Jefferson County in
Monticello Friday.

Hamilton stats vs Co-
lumbia 
FGM-field goals made
FTM-free throws made
OREB-offensive re-

bounds
DREB-defensive re-

bounds
AST-assists
STL-steals
BLK-blocks
Kenric Williams 1

(FGM), 1 (2pointer), 1
(FTM), 1 (DREB), 1
(AST), 2 (STL) 
Joseph Cooks 2

(FGM), 2 (2pointer), 1
(FTM), 1 (OREB)
Anthony Claridy 2

(OREB), 3 (DREB), 1
(AST), 1 (BLK)
Char Merine 1

(OREB)
Kevin McClain   6

(FGM),  4 (2pointer), 2
(3pointer), 2 (FTM), 1
(OREB), 2 (DREB) 2
(AST), 2 (STL), 1 (BLK)
Tyler Chapman   2

(STL)
Antefernee Smith 1

(FTM), 3 (DREB), 5 (AST)
Jeremiah Lee 4

(FGM), 2 (2pointer),  2
(3pointer), 1 (FTM), 1
(OREB), 2 (DREB), 1
(STL), 2 (BLK)
Shaquille Williams  1

(FGM), 1 (2pointer), 3
(FTM), 1 (OREB), 5
(DREB), 1 (AST)

Varsity Boys Soccer
Nov. 7 @ Maclay School   0-8
Nov. 14@ John Paul II Catholic 0-6
Nov. 17vs Ft. White 0-1
Nov. 29vs John Paul II Catholic 0-7
Dec. 2 vs West Gadsden 0-4
Dec. 6 vs Taylor County
Dec. 9 vs Suwannee High
Dec. 12 @ Lafayette High
Dec. 13 @ Suwannee High
Dec. 16 @ Santa Fe High
Dec. 22 vs Oak Hall
Jan. 3 vs Oak Hall
Jan. 5 vs Maclay School
Jan. 6 @ Columbia County 
Jan. 10 vs Lafayette High
Jan. 17 vs Saint Francis Catholic

Varsity Girls Soccer
Nov. 14@ John Paul Catholic 3-2
Nov. 18vs P.K. Yonge 0-3
Nov. 28vs Columbia County 0-8
Nov. 29vs John Paul Catholic 1-3
Dec. 2 vs West Gadsden 3-1
Dec. 5 @ Lafayette High 3-0
Dec. 6 vs Taylor County
Dec. 8 vs Suwannee High
Dec. 15 vs Lafayette High
Jan. 3 @ Suwannee High
Jan. 5 vs Maclay School
Jan. 6 @ Columbia County
Jan. 13 @ P.K. Yonge

Varsity Boys Basketball
Nov. 29@ Columbia 41-67
Dec. 2 @ Melody Christian 58-43

Dec. 3 @ Madison County 59-67
Dec. 5 vs Saint Francis Catholic
Dec. 6 @ Lafayette High
Dec. 9 vs Jefferson County
Dec. 10 vs Suwannee High
Dec. 13 @ Branford High
Jan. 5 vs Lafayette High
Jan. 6 @ Suwannee High
Jan. 14 vs Saint Francis Catholic
Jan. 17 vs Branford High
Jan. 20 vs Melody Christian
Jan. 21 vs Madison County
Jan. 23 vs Echols County
Jan. 27 vs Ft. White
Jan. 28 vs Columbia County 

Varsity Girls Basketball
Nov. 29@ Columbia 49-54

Dec. 3 @ Madison County 61-43
Dec. 6 @ Lafayette High
Dec. 9 vs Jefferson County
Dec. 10 vs Suwannee High
Dec. 13 @ Branford High
Dec. 16 vs Saint Francis Catholic
Jan. 5 vs Lafayette High
Jan. 6 @ Suwannee High
Jan. 14 vs Saint Francis Catholic
Jan. 17 vs Branford High 
Jan. 20 vs Melody Christian
Jan. 21 vs Madison County
Jan. 23 vs Echols County
Jan. 27 vs Ft. White
Jan. 28 vs Columbia High 

Boys
basketball

Two losses,
one win

2011-12 Winter sports
scoreboard 

SOCCER

Lady Trojans add two wins

Trojan boys lose two
The Hamilton County Lady Trojans varsity soccer team beat West Gadsden at home Dec. 2, 3-1 and Lafayette High in Mayo Dec. 5, 3-0.

The Trojan varsity boys soccer team was defeated by John Paul II Catholic Nov. 29, 7-0 and West Gadsden Dec. 2, 4-0. They played Taylor County Tuesday night
and will play Suwannee Friday. - Photos: Richard Wright
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Scenes of the White Springs Christmas parade
Event was held Friday night, Dec. 2

The lighted gingerbread house in downtown White Springs. Parade grand marshal, “Teddy Bear” Marshall leads the parade.

Young twirlers from Twirling by Kary dazzled the crowd. Hamilton County School District Transportation Department float.

Divonia Baptist Church in Jasper had a float entry. Relay for Life - Hamilton Rocks.

A boat float. American Canoe Adventures. 

Here comes Santa Claus.

A jam-packed Nelly Bly’s Kitchen where a free hotdog meal was served to at least 1,000.

White Springs Town Manager Robert Townsend (far right) is
pleased with the turnout.

Vice-mayor Walter McKenzie reaches in for a cookie.

Travis Hart, legislative assistant to State Sen. Charlie Dean, R-
Inverness with White Springs mayor Helen Miller.
-Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor
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Scenes of the Festival of Lights
The event is at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park in White Springs. 

See Page 1A for more information.

651: 2011 Festival of Lights at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park. Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

A dazzling display of lights greets you at the entrance to the park. Stephen Foster Museum is framed in a colorful array of Christmas lights.

One of many lighted displays in the park. Nelly Bly’s Kitchen is all decked out for the holidays.

Gorgeous moons illuminate the grounds and the trees glow in the dark. -Christmas trees and carolers on the lawn.
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Daughtry and special
guest Larry McWilliams
are both well known
artists who got their start
right here in Madison
County.”

Daughtry was born in
Moultrie, GA where he
began studying piano at
the age of eight. In 1977
his family moved to
Madison where Daugh-
try met and studied pi-
ano with the late Edith
Kaup at North Florida
Junior College. While in
high school and college,
Andy accompanied all of
the NFJC musical pro-
ductions and after re-
ceiving his associate de-
gree, transferred to FSU.
In 1992, he became or-
ganist at Valdosta’s Park
United Methodist
Church, he is a popular
weeding accompanist in
our area and has re-
leased two solo piano
CD’s. Daughtry, not an
original member of
CristoFouri, is standing
in for CristoFouri pianist
Michael Braz during the
Dec. 10th concert. Spe-
cial guest Larry
McWilliams also grew
up in Madison County
and is now a world-
renowned trumpet play-
er. He  joined the Ball
State University School
of Music faculty in 1970
as a trumpet instructor
and as Director of the
Jazz Studies
program. After 37 years,
he retired  from BSU in
2007. He performed for
the NFCC Artist Series
in 2007 and again in
2010. CristoFouri is de-

lighted to have these two
talented musicians and
friends joining them for
their performance at
NFCC.

CristoFouri is a con-
temporary piano quartet
whose history began
more than 45 years when
teenage friends Jerry
Gowen and Jerry Rober-
son fascinated family
and friends with their pi-
ano improvisations. In
1965 Ed Barr, newly
graduated from Valdos-
ta State University, be-
gan teaching at Gowen
and Roberson’s high
school. Years later
Gowen and Roberson
each received university
music degrees and en-
joyed respected careers
in music. Around 2006
the high school friends
reunited and began
playing piano together.
They decided to invite
Barr and Braz in on the
fun to create a quartet.
Within a short time it
was obvious that the di-
verse backgrounds, styl-
istic differences and mu-
sical empathy of the four
performers made Cristo-
Fouri a unique and inter-
esting group.  

Barr is a native of Val-
dosta and a graduate of
VSU and the University
of Georgia. During his
30-year tenure as a facul-
ty member in the VSU
Department of Music, he
directed the Concert
Band, the Jazz Ensemble
and instrumental in the
development of the pro-
gram of jazz studies. In
1980 Barr won first place
in the State of Florida
song composition con-

test and the following
year his song, “I Gotta
Lotta Love,” won third
place nationally.

Gowen and Roberson
are both natives of Folk-
ston, GA. Gowen is now
a St. Simons Island, GA
based freelance pianist.
His career as an accom-
plished pianist, conduc-
tor and arranger spans
over 40 years. He has a
degree in music from
Stetson University and
from 1980-1997 was
leader of the Country
Music USA Show at
Opryland USA in
Nashville, TN. Roberson
began piano lessons at
the age of six and cur-
rently tunes and rebuilds
pianos professionally.
He is a graduate of Geor-
gia Southern College,
was band director for
Candler County Public
School from 1973-77 and
became a published
songwriter in 1978 with
his song “Don’t Fight It.”
Roberson has also com-
posed and produced
several popular advertis-
ing jingles. 

Don’t miss these tal-
ented musicians for a
holiday concert at
NFCC’s Van H. Priest
Auditorium on Dec. 10.
Tickets are on sale now
at the NFCC College Ad-
vancement Office (Bldg.
32, NFCC campus) or by
calling (850) 973-1653.
More information is also
available at
http://www.nfcc.edu/c
o m m u n i t y -
programs/artist-series-
or email
ArtistSeries@nfcc.edu.
Don’t miss it!

CristoFouri performs
holiday concert at NFCC
Continued From Page 5A

Kindergarten Mastery of
Skills
Mrs. Goodin’s Class:
Amari Arthur
Gracie Ball
Jacoven Brooker
Russell Fry
Aleana Gallegos
Salimah Iqbal
Yusuf Iqbal
Gabrielle Johnson
Jykyon Owens
Megan Simpson
Cassi Taylor
Erika Thompkins
Kendall Thompson
Kacy Warren
Jaden Welcome

Ms. Shaw’s Class:
Lamaria Brown
Zamarion Camel
Tyion Cohens
Makitah Daniels
Deyani Herrera 
Luke Hutto
Roderick Gibbons
Adam Jones
Keondrick McCloud
Alivia Muldoon
Tyra Oliver
Nigeria Pierce
Valery Reynolds
Halley Rickey
Kajae Vaughn

Mrs. V. Williams Class:

Ahmiya Bell
Hailey Cribbs
Kailey Cribbs
Shalyah Green
Jevon Hawkins
Nykol Jackson
Peter Jackson
Alex Kornegay
Alexus Robidoux
Jamarius Smith
Tavon Smith
Jeremy Walls
Vicqualin Weary
Tyanna White
Jamiya Wright

First Grade
Ms. Byrd’s Class:
A’s

Christian Dye
Sara Needham

A and B
Camya Johnson
Kyla Johnson
Alicia Powers
Ariana Richardson
Shannon Wheeler
Brea Davis

Ms. S. Williams Class:
A’s
Arianna McClain
Iyanna Speights
Erin Walker

A and B
Julia Bristol
Harrison Halsey
Darian Moody
Abelia Nava
Taylor Simpson
Logan Thompson
Kenya Turner
Dalton Wiggins

Second Grade
Ms. Cook’s Class:
A’s
Kaden Ash
Devan Hawkins
Dwayne Jackson
Amber Lambert
Katherine Warren

A and B
Gyia Allen
Christopher Harris
James Jackson
Bailey Swayze

Ms. Dempsey’s Class:
A’s
Makaylah Aaron
Graiiela Gallegos
Orane Hughes
Timothy Hughes

A and B
Nuquisya Anderson
JonQuay Andrews
Jamesha Daniels
Elijah Grantham
Amarion Paul
James Swift

Mrs. Lambert’s Class
A’s
Matthew Register

A and B
Anila Bond
Seth Boston
Hannah Brisbane
Amaya Johnson
Jonderius McCloud
Derriona Smith
Tyrese White

Third Grade
Mrs. Mitchell’s Class:
A and B
Sierra Schrier

B
Bridgett Wilson

Mrs. Schneider’s Class:
A’s
Joe Needham

Mrs. Woodard’s Class:
A’s
Autumn Register

B’s
Andrea Serrano

Fourth Grade
Ms. Griffin’s Class:
A’s
Noah Kersey
Jacob Simpson

A and B
Kassandra Carter
Ashley Hand
Brianna Mitchell
Gary Wright

Mrs. Wilmoit’s Class:
A and B
Kalynda Heck
Janiria Miles

B’s
Frank Daniels

Fifth Grade
Ms. Carter’s Class:
A and B
Preshanna Drawdy
Logan Register

Angela Sanchez
A’isha Smith

Mr. Corbett’s Class:
A’s
Logan Hughes

A and B
Cody Bass
Caleb Herring
Traevion Sanford

Mrs. Merine’s Class:
A’s

Madison Register

A and B
Tanyah Akins

B’s 
Eniyah Young

Sixth Grade
Mr. Perez’s Class:
A and B
Tatyana Cohens
Cassandra Spivey
Tori Troy

Mrs. McGee’s Class:
A and B
Angel Vaughn
Gabrielle Williams

Mrs. Bailey’s Class:
A’s
Jasmine Smith
Zed’keriah Washington

A and B
Earl Claridy
Melvin Thompkins

Submitted

On November 10, 2011, Central
Hamilton Elementary students were
recognized for their achievement in
the first nine week grading period.
During this wonderful awards pro-
gram, students received certificates for
Mastery of Skills in Kindergarten,
Honor Roll: A’s, A’s and B’s, and B’s,
and Mastery of benchmark levels in
the Math Fact’s in a Flash Program.
Also, students who scored level 3, 4, or
5 on the FCAT Reading and Math on
last year’s test were recognized.

Students received certificates, candy,
pencils, goodie bags, free homework
passes, special lunches and free books
for performance in the Accelerated
Reader Program. 

Outstanding students were recog-
nized with a special trophy as Acceler-
ated Reader of the Nine Weeks for the
following grade levels: 

First grade:  Dalton Wiggins      
Second grade:  Timothy Warfel
Third grade:  Jhebari Martin
Fourth grade:  Mykelti White
Fifth grade:   A’isha Smith         
Sixth grade:  Carrie Putnel

Mrs. Dempsey’s second grade class
was recognized for achieving the high-
est percent correct in the school in the
Accelerated Reader Program.

Ms. Griffin’s fourth grade class was
recognized for achieving the highest
percent correct  in grades 4-6 in the Ac-
celerated Reader Program.

Special recognition was given to the

Student of the Quarter in each grade
level. These students were chosen by
their teachers.

Kindergarten: Keondrick McCloud
First Grade: Shannon Wheeler
Second Grade: Jonderious McCloud
Third Grade: DaYahna Daniels
Fourth Grade: Ashley Hand
Fifth Grade: Tanyah Akins
Sixth Grade: A’Real Smith

Principal’s Award

At Central Hamilton, we believe that
students should achieve in their acade-
mic expectations and their behavior
expectations. So, with that expectation,
we recognize students who behave
through the Positive Behavior Support
Program. Each nine weeks, Mrs.
Zamora will be selecting one student
per assembly to receive the Principal’s
Award.

The students selected have exhibited
exceptional behavior or have made a
successful commitment to changing
their behavior. The students selected
to receive this special award were:

Kindergarten/First Grade: Peter
Jackson

Second/Third Grade: Hannah Bris-
bane

Fourth-Sixth Grades: Angel Vaughn

We extend a special thanks to all our
parents and community members for
your continued attendance in our ac-
tivities and for your support.  

~CHE All American Readers. Watch
us S.O.A.R.!~

Central Hamilton Elementary Awards

CHE Honor Roll Students



Ed ito r's no te :  The
Jasper News prints the
entire  arrest record  each
week .  If your name ap-
pears here and  you are
later found  not guilty or
the charges are dropped ,
w e  w ill b e  hap p y to
make note o f this in the
new spaper w hen jud i-
cial proo f is presented  to
us by you or the author-
ities.

The following abbre-
viations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commis-
sion

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida De-
partment of Law En-
forcement

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Po-
lice Department

OALE - Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforce-
ment

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White Springs
Police Department

Jeremy Loran Lieupo,
8145 SW 68th Dr.,
Jasper, FL Hold for
SCSO on VOP. FWC
Creech

Timothy David Mor-
gan, 10271 SW 42nd Dr.,
Jasper, FL Domestic Bat-
tery, HCSO B. Burnam

Timothy Ball, 3545
New Hope Rd., New
Haven, KY, Poss of
methamphetamine, poss
of narcotic equip, poss
of marijuana -20 grams.

DTF C. Brownsfield
Arturo Collazo, 1235

Suwannee St., Jennings,
FL, no valid drivers li-
cense, JNPD Brookins

Precious Johnson, 321
Inperial Blvd., Lakeland,
FL dwls knowingly,
JNPD Brookin

Josue Valenica, 1361
Berry St., Jennings, FL,
no valid drivers license,
HCSO Burnam

Redmond Owens,
10759 NW 38th Terr.,
Jasper, FL, 89-159CA
Child Support, HCSO
Howell

Johnie Ray Beasley,
1800 Eastwind Rd, Val-
dosta, GA, serving 24th
weekend, HCSO Walk
In

Allen Atwood, 408 1st
Ave., NW, Jasper, FL,
VOP, possession and
sale of cocaine, P&P
Tolle

Isamore Grisson, 331
Bristol Ave SW, Jasper,
FL VOP/10-41-CF pos-
session of a firearm by
convicted felon, P&P
Tolle

Wanda Zanders, 1270
Bee St., Jennings, FL
dealing in stolen proper-
ty. JNPD

David Lampi, 1992 Re-
liance Rd., Reliance, TN
DUI, HCSO Burnam

William Jay Scott, Jr.,
365 Sharin Rockwell, Lo-
ganville, GA, dwls/r,
DTF Brownsfield

Ben Daniels, Jr., 1420
Berry St., Jennings, FL,
burglary, grand theft,
poss drug para (3 cnts),
poss burglary tools,

dealing in stolen proper-
ty, poss firearm by conv.
felon, animal cruelty,
JNPD

Charles Bernard Mc-
Clain, 1160 Oak St., Jen-
nings, FL, burglary,
dealing in stolen proper-
ty, petit theft, JNPD

Demetrius Leroy Mc-
Callum, 3600 NW 104th
Ave. Lot 9, Jasper, FL,
attempted murder, agg.
assault w/ deadly
weapon (4 cnts), poss of
firearm by convicted
felon, discharge firearm
in public (6 cnts), im-
proper exhibition of
firearm, HCSO Ehlert

Sylvester Jones, 4209
SW 101 Place, Jasper, FL,
Fleeing and attempting
to elude, DWLS/R, will-
ful or wreckless wanton
driving, fleeing, failure
to stop, threaten a wit-
ness, unlawful threat,
poss cannabis, intent to
do violence, poss of co-
caine. DTF Brownfield

Roger Hayes, 5130
Wood Ridge, Ocoee, FL
DUI, FHP Coody

James Devon Harri-
son, 3600 NW 104th
Ave., Jasper, FL, DWLS
(habitual), VOP, WBC,
JAPD Akins

Galvin Javon Collie,
2862 NW Suwannee Val-
ley Rd., Lake City, FL,
Battery (domestic vio-
lence), HCSO Thomas

Soloman David Ed-
wards, 4724 Malabor
Dr., Brunswick, GA,
hold-vop warrant,
Chatham, GSO, JAPD
Rickerson.
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 Protect Your Investment • Beautify Your Home

 FREE  ESTIMATES • DriveWays
 • Parking Lots
 • Farm Lanes

  • Churches
   • Trailer Parks
   • Gas Stations
    and much more

 R I C K   S T A N L E Y Asphalt Seal-Coating
 Hot Rubberized Crack Filling

 Patching & Repairing • Asphalt Paving
 Asphalt Milling • Concrete Sealing

 7 12810cpv 10% OFF
 386-365-0492

Arrest
Records

Question:
If both my spouse and

I are entitled to Social Se-
curity benefits, is there
any reduction in our
payments because we
are married?

Answer: 
No. We calculate life-

time earnings indepen-
dently to determine each
spouse’s Social Security
benefit amount. When
each member of a mar-
ried couple meets all
other eligibility require-
ments to receive Social
Security retirement ben-

efits, each spouse re-
ceives a monthly benefit
amount based on his or
her own earnings. Cou-
ples are not penalized
simply because they are
married. If one member
of the couple earned low
wages or failed to earn
enough Social Security
credits (40) to be insured
for retirement benefits,
he or she may be eligible
to receive benefits as a
spouse. Learn more
about Social Security at
www.socialsecurity.gov. 

Question:

Is there a time limit on
Social Security disability
benefits?

Answer:
Your disability bene-

fits will continue as long
as your medical condi-
tion has not improved
and you cannot work.
We will review
your  case at regular in-
tervals to make sure you
are still disabled. Learn
more by reading our
publication, Disability
Benefits, at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/pubs/1
0029.html. 

Social Security Questions and Answers
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