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Christmas in White
Springs kicks off on
Friday, Dec. 2 at 6:30
p.m. with a parade
through historic down-
town. 
The parade begins at

Ogburn Field and ends
at Nelly Bly's Kitchen
inside Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center
State Park. 

The town of White
Springs invites every-
one to come out and
enjoy the free festivi-
ties that include, not
only the parade, but
also hotdogs, cookies
and sodas at Nelly
Bly's, along with a visit
from Santa, who will
be handing out pre-
sents to the kids. The
event is sponsored by
the White Springs Spe-
cial Events Committee.
“It has always been a

great event and last
year we fed over 1,000
people,” said White
Springs Town Manager

SEE CHRISTMAS, PAGE 2A
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Today’s Weather

Mainly sunny. High 67F. Winds NNE
at 5 to 10 mph.. Chance of rain 0%.
For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
67° F
Low
35° F

NEW LISTING RIVER ACCESS

Ratliff and Associates Realty Group

BRICK, CORNER LOT, NEW 
ROOF IN 2008, GREAT 
STARTER HOME OR FOR 
RETIREMENT. $54,000.00 

2-STORY HOME! 3/2.5, KOI 
POND, CONCRETE PARKING 
AREA. MANY EXTRAS. GREAT 
PRICE! $60,000.00
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SELLER WILL FINANCE!

1 ACRE: 
$7,500

2 ACRES:
$10,000

With Fishing At Timberlake

5 ACRES:
$29,000

Call For Details
 No Purchase Necessary
 Must Present Coupon

 Limit 1 Per Person  67
18

26
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 For Kids  12 & Under

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A special referendum
will be held here asking
if slot machines should
be allowed in Hamilton
County.
The owner of Hamil-

ton Jai Alai & Poker and
Hamilton Downs Race
Track, Robert Glenn
Richards, on US 129 told
the county at a recent
meeting that he would
foot the bill for the spe-
cial election.
Commissioners voted

4-1 to allow the referen-
dum.
Richards also sought a

90-day special permit to

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Former Superintendent of
Hamilton County Schools
Owen Hinton Jr. will be re-
membered as a mentor,
coach and visionary.
He died Monday, Nov. 14

at Haven Hospice in Lake
City.
Hinton was born in Jack-

sonville to the late Dr. Owen
Sr. and Cora Peaster Hinton,
but lived most his life in Jasper. He served four and a
half years in the U.S. Navy and later went on to enjoy
a successful teaching career. He served as principal of
North Hamilton Elementary School for 11 years after
teaching there for several prior.
In 1984 he was elected Hamilton County Superin-

tendent of Schools where he served for eight years
until his retirement in 1992. He was a member of Cal-
vary Baptist Church.
Funeral services were held Nov. 17 at NHE Audi-

torium with Pastor Jimmy Deas and Rev. Steve Shaw
officiating. Interment followed at Evergreen Ceme-
tery with military honors. 
“It’s been a rough time,” said Sybil Hinton regard-

ing her husband’s passing.
They were married for 56 years.
Many close friends and associates wished to ex-

press their thoughts at the loss of Hinton. 
Mattie Fouraker said she had the pleasure of work-

ing for Hinton as his office supervisor for eight years
when he was the superintendent.
“He was always thoughtful of others and he was a

wonderful boss,” Fouraker said.
“He was a terrific man,” said Patrick Murphy,

head boys basketball coach at Hamilton County

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Christmas Love Tree project is in its 7th
year and carrying forth a ‘from the heart’ tra-
dition that allows needy children to experi-
ence the joy of the holiday spirit. Last year the
Christmas Love Tree project was able to help
40 families for a total of 138 children. Deadline
this year for donations is Dec. 14.
Locations of the Christmas Love Trees are:

Foodway, Sunsations and First Baptist Church
in Jasper; The Telford Inn and Fat Belly’s in
White Springs; All area churches in Jennings.
Ann Hall from Jasper has been directing this

community project for the last seven years and
she’s not ready to stop yet.
“It’s something I want to continue,” said

Hall. “I get so many blessings.”
If you’re unfamiliar with how the Christmas

Love Tree works, it is a simple process. Area
businesses and churches will have a Christmas
tree made of plywood placed on the premises.
Attached to the tree you will find individual
tags. All you have to do is grab one of the tags
off the tree, go out and purchase the item stat-
ed on the tag, and then bring your gift back to

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Florida Representative Leonard L. Bembry, D-
Greenville, was honored during a special ceremony
at the Jasper Public Library on Tuesday, Nov. 22. 
Bembry was selected by the Florida Library As-

sociation to be recognized for his efforts during the

2011 legislative session that ensured state aid to li-
braries funding was continued for another year. 
It was like ‘old home week‘ at the Jasper library

as Bembry, his wife Susan and mother-in-law Jack-
ie Register chatted with library staff and local resi-
dents who had come out to the library for the pre-

Staff
Area unemployment rates improved in Oc-

tober for the area as well as the country as a
whole, figures released Nov. 18 show.
For Hamilton County, unemployment

dropped from 12.8 percent in September to
11.9 percent in October, but is still higher
than it was a year ago at 11.6 percent.
Lafayette County’s rate dropped to 7.4 per-

cent from 8 percent. In October 2010, the un-

Remembering
former Schools Supt.
Owen Hinton Jr. 
Hinton was a mentor
to many now working
in public schools

Slot machines coming
to Hamilton?

Christmas in
White Springs
Parade is Friday, Dec. 2
through downtown 

Jobless outlook
brighter for area

Christmas Love
Tree well underway
Deadline to donate
items for kids is Dec. 14

Referendum will decide
Date not

yet set for
election 

Metro photo

hold barrel racing on
his horse track property.  
“If it does happen, it's

going to create at least,
according to the experts,
minimal 212 jobs,” said
Richards. “That's in a

bad economy. It would
be at the horse track
property (off exit 143),
which I'm asking
tonight to have as barrel
racing in December
and January.”

Richards stated he
had people committed
to the project already
who will spend close to
$100 million for a hotel

Bembry accepts library award

U.S. Congress could be in his future

Bembry winds up his visit at the Jasper Public Library with storytime with the youngsters. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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High School. “My mother
was his secretary for
many years and he al-
ways treated her well,
and my mom never said
anything bad about him.
He was also my principal
and I had the utmost re-
spect for him.”

Lynda Bates, Central
Hamilton Elementary
school secretary, said Hin-
ton will be remembered
for the memories he in-
voked.

“He is always talked
about at my house sitting
on my front porch when
my husband and his
brother and sisters get to-
gether and bring up the
past,” Bates said. “It is
such good memories to
Jim. He thought so much
of Coach Hinton and
learned a lot from him
also.”

Jane Tyree Lowe,
HCHS history teacher
said, “When I was in the
8th grade at Jennings Ele-
mentary in 1964 to 1965,
Mr. Hinton decided I
needed to learn how to be
comfortable with public
speaking. For some rea-
son, he decided I would
need to be able to speak
without being scared to
death.”

Lowe said Hinton took
the time to "coach" her for

the next three or four
months and during that
time she became very
comfortable speaking in
front of people. 

“Today I still benefit
from his lessons,” she
said. “I actually enjoy
speaking in public and of-
ten have the opportunity
to do so.”

Lowe, as a high school
history teacher, considers
herself a storyteller.

“Mr. Hinton gets a lot
of the credit for my suc-
cess,” she said. 

Lowe said she and Hin-
ton were good friends, as
well, and she enjoyed vis-
iting him and listening to
him tell her how, “we
could fix our schools,” she
said. “He will be greatly
missed. I loved Mr. Hin-
ton. He was a wonderful
teacher, visionary and
friend to students and
teachers. A beloved
coach.”

Cheryl McCall from
HCHS said Hinton was
one of the best teachers
she ever had. 

“He taught me math,”
she said. “I also worked
under him when he was
principal at North Hamil-
ton Elementary and when
he was Hamilton County
schools
superintendent. He
touched the lives of
many, many students.”

Hinton was preceded in
death by his parents and
a daughter, Lorrie Hinton
Joeris.  Survivors include
Sybil Strickland Hinton,
his wife of 56 years; two
sons, Owen Hinton, III
and James C. Hinton
(Ann) of Jasper; four
grandchildren, Leeann
Hinton Combass (Chris),
James C. Hinton Jr.
(Brandie), Westen Joeris,
and Elizabeth Joeris of
Jasper; two brothers
James H. Hinton (Elsie) of
North Augusta, SC, and
David Hinton (Christine)
of Carrabelle, Florida; five
great grandsons, Jackson
Combass, Conner Hinton,
Reed Hinton, Gavin Com-
bass and Karson Hinton.
Several nieces and
nephews also survive.

There were 19 pallbear-
ers at Hinton’s funeral, ac-
cording to Harry T. Reid
Funeral Home.

They were: Everal
Allen, Don Tyre, Jerry
Blair, Greg Godwin, John
Peach, Harry Pennington,
Buddy Burnham, Billy
Blair, Jimmy Devane,
Clinton Combass, Tom-
my Wood, Donald Smith,
Phillip Smith, Wayne
Hurst, Jimmy Herring,
Decar Scaff, Harold Tyre,
Delmer Smith and Tom-
my Harrison.

the place where you
got the tag before Dec.
14.

Meanwhile, Hall will
be contacting needy
families in the county
and asking parents to
register and submit
wish lists, so that their
children can wake up
Christmas morning
and see presents under
the tree, and know
they were not forgot-
ten by Santa and his
elves.

In speaking with
parents and grandpar-
ents of these needy
children over the
years, Hall said, “They
cry and you cry with
them.”

Each needy child
will receive a total of
six tag items. Three of
those items will be a
shirt, a pair of pants
and a Bible or Bible
story book. The other
three will be items off
their individual wish
lists.

The gifts will be giv-

en to the parents right
before Christmas in-
side the Hamilton
County Courthouse
Annex (date still to be
determined). Hall re-
quests that parents not
bring their children
with them to pick up
the donated gifts, in
order that their kids
can experience the joy
of a bountiful surprise

when they awake on
Christmas morning.

Hall would like to
express her apprecia-
tion to all those who
have helped her in this
humanitarian effort;
Justin Young from
First Baptist Church in
White Springs, Mary
Kay Dunnaway and
Kerri Lee Tucker from
Calvary Baptist

Church in Jasper; Beth
Burnam from Jennings;
Tracy and Woody
Woodard from White
Springs for use of their
storage building for
the donated items.

Hall wants to give a
very special thank you
to PCS White Springs.

“They have been re-
ally, really good to me
this year,” said Hall.
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Remembering former
Schools Supt. Owen
Hinton Jr.
Continued From Page 1A

and casino on that
property. The referen-
dum, Richards said,
had to be passed first
by the voters of Hamil-
ton County, then the
barrel racing horse
dates need to be com-
pleted before he can ask
the state for the slots li-
cense. 

Richards referenced
race tracks in South
Florida who he said
bring in about $2 mil-
lion per year in revenue
for their counties.

Richards stated he al-
ready has a pari-mutuel
license for the horse
track property, which is
where he intends to
hold the barrel racing.
Barrel racing, he said, is

the same as quarter
horse racing where you
bet on which riders
come in with the fastest
times. Currently, there
is no horse track on the
proposed property.

Richards explained
that obtaining the slots
license is dependent on
him doing barrel racing
two years in a row, as
well as holding the
county referendum.
Then, he said, he would
be allowed to apply to
the state for the slot ma-
chine license.

“Gretna in Gadsden
County is already doing
the same thing,” said
Richards.

Richards said the only
reason he hasn't built
the horse track yet,
which is required by

the Quarter Horse As-
sociation, is because of
the economy.

Jan. 10 is the target
date Richards would
like to see the referen-
dum get on the ballot
during a special elec-
tion. If it can't be done
on Jan. 10, he said he
would like it in Febru-
ary.

If the referendum
passes, an agreement
will be drawn up as to
what percentage of rev-
enue the county will re-
ceive. The exact date of
the election should be
firmed up by the next
county commission
meeting which will be
held on Dec. 6.

Richards then submit-
ted an application to
the board for a special

permit for temporary
use (90 days) to host
two barrel racing events
in December and Janu-
ary on the horse track
property. He estimated
eight horses competing
at each event and no
more than 100 people
would be in attendance.

The site plan Richards
presented, however,
was deemed insufficient
by the board because it
didn't designate handi-
cap parking to comply
with the Americans
with Disabilities Act
and land use criteria.
Richards was asked to
submit a revised site
plan during a public
hearing continuation on
Dec. 6 before any fur-
ther action could be tak-
en. 

Slot machines coming to Hamilton?
Continued From Page 1A

Robert Townsend.
An added bonus to

this event will be the
annual Festival of
Lights hosted by
Stephen Foster Folk
Culture Center State
Park. Over 4 million
lights will be on dis-
play throughout the
park to celebrate the
holiday season. Festi-
val of Lights runs
throughout the month
of December until 9
p.m. (closed Christmas

night, Dec. 25) 
Aside from the light-

ing displays in the
park, there will be hol-
iday music to enjoy, a
winter wonderland,
the candy cane forest, a
gingerbread village, a
marshmallow roast, a
campfire circle, a horse
drawn wagon and car-
riage rides.

Be sure to stop in at
Florida's Nature and
Heritage Tourism Cen-
ter on Saturday, Dec. 3
to meet Tracy
Woodard, author of a

new book titled, “The
Documented History
of White Springs, Flori-
da.” Woodard, who is
also the librarian at
White Springs Public
Library, will be at the
tourism center on the
corner of Hwy. 136
and US 41 for a book
signing from 2 p.m.
until 3:30. The book
sells for $24.95 and
supplies are limited, so
arrive early to get your
copy.

On Saturday, Dec. 10
the holiday festivities

in White Springs will
continue downtown at
10 a.m. with the annual
Breakfast with Santa.

“The children all en-
joy a great breakfast,
then are visited by
Santa bearing gifts,”
said Townsend.

Many thanks go out
to the park for their
toy collection drive, to
Suwannee Bicycle As-
sociation, who donates
five new bicycles every
year, and the White
Springs Special Events
Committee.

Christmas in White Springs
Continued From Page 1A

Christmas Love Tree well underway
Continued From Page 1A
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Springs, will take place on Friday, December 2, 2011,
at 5:30 P.M.  The Town of White Springs’ Christmas
Parade travels down Spring Street (US 41) and con-
tinues through the gates of the Stephen Foster Folk
Culture Center State Park. Everyone attending is in-
vited to a free hot dog supper with cookies in the
park’s Nelly Bly’s Kitchen. Regular park admission
fees are waived for this Grand Opening kickoff
event, but a donation of at least one new, unwrapped
toy is requested per vehicle which will be used to
help local families in need.   You and your children
and grandchildren will be wide eyed with amaze-
ment at the evening display of over four million
lights.  Santa will be there every night. The gift shop
will be open every night and is stocked full of perfect
gifts and stocking stuffers.

Are there any better Christmas Lights than those at
Stephen Foster?  None that I’m aware of.  Are there
bigger parades than the White Springs Christmas Pa-
rade?  Sure, but there are none better, and nowhere
else will you find a city or town whose people are
more generous with their time or efforts, not to men-
tion their hot dogs and cookies.  Now kids, remem-
ber to say thank you to the folks who serve you the
cookies and hot dogs!  It’s just good manners and be-
sides that, Santa may be watching!

Another treasure is in the offing this Saturday and
it is a one of a kind opportunity that will renew your
connection to White Springs.  Hot off the presses, just
in time for the holiday season, is Tracy Woodard’s
well researched and thoroughly comprehensive
book, “The Documented History of White Springs,
Florida”.  In her own words, Tracy “spent more than
thirty years ferreting out bits of information from

“In search of treasure.”
That phrase has a ro-
mantic, adventuresome
ring to it.  We often trav-
el considerable distance
to satisfy our yearning to
search for treasure. By
“treasure” I mean some-
thing precious that we
want to add to the sum
total of our possessions

people, newspapers, pictures, books, archives and
public documents.  This book is the fruit of that long
search.” Starting with research that goes all the way
back to 12,000BC, Tracy Woodard takes us on a thor-
oughly documented, entertaining and informative
trip through the history of White Springs, from its
earliest legends right up to its present day reality,
and ending with a look to our town’s future promise
and potential.  This is a wonderful, well written
book, a must have for any White Springs history col-
lector and, at this time of year, also the perfect
Christmas gift.  Tracy will be hosting a book signing
and giving selected readings from her book at the
Florida Nature and Heritage Tourism Center, Satur-
day, December 3, from 2-3:30 PM.  Books will be
available for sale at the signing and are also available
at the Suwannee Hardware Store.  We are a very for-
tunate town to have someone like Tracy Woodard
and I know we all love and appreciate her.  I hope
for a big turnout for this event!  

By the way, while you’re at the Nature and Her-
itage Center take a look around and ask a few ques-
tions.  They are a treasure trove of year’s worth of
adventure waiting to be taken, treasures that are
right in your own White Springs and Florida back
yard.

So good luck on your treasure hunt, wherever it
may take you, and I hope to see you out and about,
enjoying the holiday season and life in White
Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

or, even more important, the sum total of our expe-
riences.  Often we return home with little to show for
our quest other than useless trinkets of no lasting
value and empty experiences that add little to our
personal inventory of memorable moments.  I re-
member a trip to a certain central Florida amuse-
ment park with my kids.  Looking forward to the
trip, my family had very high expectations but look-
ing back on it those memories pale in comparison to
the memories we now hold dear of adventures and
treasures we’ve discovered right here in our own
back yard.  My memory of our trips to amusement
parks consists mainly of my painfully empty wallet
at the end of each trip, but my memories of local ad-
ventures such as canoe trips on the Suwannee River
are full of treasured moments, well worth their small
cost.  This weekend you will have the opportunity to
discover several wonderful treasures in White
Springs, treasures that will reward you with real
keepsakes and lasting memories.

The first “treasure” is the White Springs Christmas
Parade combined with a visit to the Stephen Foster
Festival of Lights.  To celebrate the park’s award-
winning light display, a special Christmas parade,
hosted in conjunction with the Town of White

 Hamilton County Adult Education Offers
 Certified Production Technician (CPT) Program

 The Hamilton County School Superintendentʼs Office in  partnership with the Hamilton County Board of County  Commissioners is proud to offer the Certified Production  Technician Course (CPT) through the Adult Education  Program. This program would offer academic  assistance and manufacturing fundamentals to Hamilton  County citizens who desire academic and technical  skills refreshment prior to entering or returning to the  workforce. The first CPT class will start in January 2012.
 Individuals interested in applying for the CPT 
 Program should contact the Hamilton County 
 Coordinator, Danny Johnson at (386) 792-6639.
 All Applicants  will have to complete a screening  assessment and selection held on December 14, 2011  at 6:00 P.M. in the Adult Education Classroom, JRE Lee  District Complex, Jasper, Florida 32052

 Again, individuals interested in applying for the CPT  Program should contact the Hamilton County  Coordinator, Danny Johnson at 386-792-6639 for additional  information to apply.
 710039dsv

On Oct. 30, Spence Corbett was
ordained to the gospel ministry at
his home church, New Hope Bap-
tist. 

After the laying on of hands cere-
mony in which ordained pastors
and deacons participated, a time of
public encouragement occurred.

Corbett ordained to the gospel ministry 

Spence Corbett is greeted by his aunt, Linda Tippette, of Madison. His mother, Faye Corbett, waits
her turn. - Courtesy photo

Empowering Tabernacle House of
Prayer Outreach Ministry 

Under the leadership of Pastor
Phillip Jackson and Mother Ledia Jack-
son, will be hosting our 4th Annual
"Come Fellowship With Me" program
- Dec. 4 at 12 p.m. at the Jasper Civic
Center with guest speaker Chief Apos-
tle Albert Watson from Miami, Fl.
Everyone is invited to this awesome
celebration.

Alzheimer’s Support Group 2012
schedule

Meets the 3rd  Thursday of each
month except December in the Good
Samaritan Center

Private Dining  Room at 3:00 PM.
Advent Christian Village
Good Samaritan Center (nursing

home)
10676 Marvin Jones Blvd
Dowling Park, FL 32064

TPOA December board meeting
Dec. 13, 2011 Monthly Timberlake

Property Owners Association Board
Meeting will be held at 6 p.m. at 6319
NW 31st Circle Jennings, Fla. All mem-
bers are welcome.

Attracting Bats for Farm and Garden
Pest Control

Saturday, Dec. 3, 2011
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Cost: $35, cost includes a bat house

to take home
Instructor: Dr. Holly Ober-   Assis-

tant professor in the department of
Wildlife Ecology and Conservation at
the University of Florida at the North
Florida Research and Education Cen-
ter in Quincy

Workshop Description
Dr. Ober will provide instruction on

building bat houses for participants to
take home, as well as introducing
some basic information about bats in
our region, including:

- What kind of bats live in North
Florida/South Georgia?

- How do bats benefit people and
how can we attract them?

- Which insect pests do bats con-
sume?

- Where to place and maintain a bat

house

Mushroom Log Production
Saturday, Dec. 10, 2011
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Cost: $40, cost includes a mushroom

log to take home
Instructor: Clay Olson - UF/IFAS

County Extension Director, Taylor
County Extension 

Workshop Description
Growing mushroom is a fun and de-

licious project that most everyone can
do at home. Taylor County Extension
Agent Clay Olson will make sure you
get off on the right foot during this
workshop, which will cover:

- How to inoculate logs and care for
them during the spawn run

- Different strains of Shiitake
- What to expect during fruiting
- What is the process for drying and

marketing
- Hands-on time to make inoculants

for home

Community Calendar Gospel Meeting at Oak Grove Church of Christ
Submitted

A Gospel Meeting will be held
December 4th through December
9th at Oak Grove Church of Christ
located at 2922 NW 76th Terrace in

Jennings. Sunday hours will be
10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.; Monday
through Friday at 7:30 p.m. Guest
speaker will be John Gibson. Every-
one is welcome to come and study
with us.

Due to overwhelming outreach
to feed the community, Girl Scout
Troop 1162 of Jasper has decided to
change the date of their event. 

Girl Scout Troop 1162’s 3rd An-
nual Fill the Community with
Kindness and Food will be held on
Friday, Dec. 16 from 5-7:30 p.m. We
still need help collecting crackers
and canned goods, vegetables,
beans, tomatoes and chili mix. You
will find a box in Jasper Foodway
where you are able to donate any
types of goods. This event is free
and everyone in our community is
invited.

If you have any questions or
would like to help in any way you
can contact Leslie Carter at 386-303-
1046 or by email at
lesliejcarter@windstream.net

Girl Scouts 3rd
Annual Fill the
Community with
Kindness and Food
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OPINION

Benefiting from a hint from an arti-
cle titled "Is Harry Potter Making You
Poorer?", written by my colleague Dr.
John Goodman, president of the Dal-
las-based National Center for Policy
Analysis, I've come up with an expla-
nation and a way to end income in-
equality in America, possibly around
the world. Joanne Rowling was a wel-
fare mother in Edinburgh, Scotland.
All that has changed. As the writer of
the "Harry Potter" novels, having a
net worth of $1 billion, she is the
world's wealthiest author. More im-
portantly, she's one of those dastardly
1-percenters condemned by the Occu-
py Wall Streeters and other leftists.

How did Rowling become so
wealthy and unequal to the rest of
us? The entire blame for this social in-
justice lies at the feet of the world's
children and their enabling parents.
Rowling's wealth is a direct result of
more than 500 million "Harry Potter"

book sales and
movie receipts
grossing more
than $5 billion. In
other words, the
millions of "99-
percenters" who
individually
plunk down $8
or $9 to attend a
"Harry Potter"
movie, $15 to buy a "Harry Potter"
novel or $30 to buy a "Harry Potter"
Blu-ray Disc are directly responsible
for contributing to income inequality
and wealth concentration that econo-
mist and Nobel laureate Paul Krug-
man says "is incompatible with real
democracy." In other words, Rowling
is not responsible for income inequal-
ity; it's the people who purchase her
works.

We just can't blame the children for
the unfairness of income inequality.

Look at how Walmart s
tores generated wealth
for the Walton family
of Christy ($25 billion),
Jim ($21 billion), Alice
($21 billion) and Rob-
son ($21 billion). The
Walton family's wealth
is not a result of ill-got-
ten gains, but the re-
sult of Walmart's rev-
enue, $422 billion in
2010. The blame for
this unjust concentra-

tion of wealth
rests with those
hundreds of mil-
lions of shoppers
worldwide who
voluntarily enter
Walmart premises
and leave dollars,
pounds and pe-
sos.

Basketball great
LeBron James plays forward for the
Miami Heat and earns $43 million for
doing so. That puts him with those 1-
percenters denounced by Wall Street
occupiers. But who made LeBron a 1-
percenter? It's those children again,
enabled by their fathers or some oth-
er significant male. Instead of chil-
dren doing their homework and their
fathers helping their wives with
housework, they get into their cars,
drive to a downtown arena and vol-
untarily plunk down $100 for tickets.
The millions of people who watch Le-
Bron play are the direct cause of Le-
Bron's earning $43 million and are
thereby responsible for "undermining
the foundations of our democracy."

Krugman laments in his Nov. 3
New York Times column "Oligarchy,
American Style," "We have a society
in which money is increasingly con-
centrated in the hands of a few peo-
ple, and in which that concentration
of income and wealth threatens to
make us a democracy in name only."
I'd ask Krugman this question: Who's

putting all the money in the hands of
the few, and what do you think
ought to be done to stop millions,
perhaps billions, of people from us-
ing their money in ways that lead to
high income and wealth concentra-
tion? In other words, I'd like Krug-
man to tell us what should be done to
stop the millions of children who
make Joanne Rowling rich, the mil-
lions who fork over their money to
the benefit of LeBron James, and the
hundreds of millions of people who
shop at Walmart.

I'd like to end this discussion with a
bit of a personal note. The readers of
this column know that I never make
charges of racism. Rowling is an au-
thor, and so am I. In my opinion, my
recently published book "Race and
Economics: How Much Can Be
Blamed on Discrimination?" is far
more important to society than any
"Harry Potter" novel. I'd like to know
what it is about me that explains why
millions upon millions have not pur-
chased my book and made me a bil-
lionaire author. Maybe Krugman and
the Wall Street occupiers have the an-
swer.

Walter E. Williams is a pro fessor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To  find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and  read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Ending income inequality?
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE UNIFORM METHOD OF 
COLLECTING NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS

Hamilton County, Florida (the “County”) hereby provides 
notice, pursuant to section 197.3632(3)(a), Florida Statutes, of its 
intent to use the uniform method of collecting non-ad valorem 
assessments to be levied within the unincorporated area of the 
County, for the cost of providing solid waste services and other 
municipal services and purposes, such as, but not limited to, fire 
protection services, road maintenance services, and Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS), under Section 125.271, Florida Statutes, as 
provided and allowed under the second sentence of Section 9(b), 
Article VII of the Constitution of Florida, and Section 197.3632, 
Florida Statutes, commencing for the Fiscal Year beginning on 
October 1, 2011.  The County will consider the adoption of a 
resolution electing to use the uniform method of collecting such 
assessments authorized by Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, at a 
public hearing to be held at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, December 27, 
2011, in the Board Room (Room 112) Hamilton County Court 
House, 207 N.E. First Street, Jasper, Florida 32052.  Such resolution 
will state the need for the levy and will contain a legal description of 
the boundaries of the real property subject to the levy.  Copies of the 
proposed form of resolution, which contains the legal description of 
the boundaries of the real property subject to the levy, being the 
unincorporated area of the County, are on file at the Office of the 
Clerk of Circuit Court, Room 106, Hamilton County Courthouse, 207 
N.E. First Street, Jasper, Florida 32052.  All interested persons are 
invited to attend.

In the event any person decides to appeal any decision by the 
County with respect to any matter relating to the consideration of the 
resolution at the above-referenced public hearing, a record of the 
proceeding may be needed, and in such an event, such person may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the public hearing is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence on which the 
appeal is to be based.  In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation or an 
interpreter to participate in this proceeding should contact Hamilton 
County at (386) 792-1288, 7 days prior to the date of the hearing.  
This notice of intent to use the uniform method for collecting such 
assessment shall be published in The Jasper News, a newspaper of 
general circulation within the County, for four (4) consecutive weeks 
preceding the above-referenced public hearing.

DATED this 15th day of November, 2011.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA
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Christmas Eve falls
on the regularly sched-
uled fourth
Saturday for the Jasper
First Methodist Church
Clothes Closet. There-
fore, the Clothes Closet
has been pushed up
and will be open on
Dec. 17 from 1 - 5
p.m. There are clothes
for the entire family
and there is never a
charge. We hope you all

have a safe and blessed
holiday. Under the leadership of Pastor Phillip Jackson

and Mother Ledia Jack-
son, we’ll be hosting our
4th Annual "Come Fel-
lowship With Me" pro-
gram - Dec. 4 at 12 p.m.
at the Jasper Civic Cen-
ter with guest speaker
Chief Apostle Albert
Watson from Miami, Fla.
Everyone is invited to
this awesome celebra-
tion.

Jasper First Methodist
Church Clothes Closet
pushed up 

Empowering Tabernacle
House of Prayer

Outreach Ministry

The Long Branch
Congregational Methodist
Church, CR 135, in White
Springs, will be hosting 
a Gospel Sing on this 

Saturday, at 7 p.m. 
The group, Southern Joy will be
the guest singers. Everyone is

invited. Please call 386-397-2673
for more information.



By Rev. James L. Snyder

It was a wise person
who divided the year
into 12 months. I really
do not know who came
up with this idea but let
me go on record in say-
ing that it was a good
one. Each month seems
to have its own peculiar
value. Some months are
better than others.

For example, I am not a
member of January's fan
club. I am not sure if it is
the longest month of the
year but at times, it sure
seems to be. I mean, after
all of the excitement typi-
cally leading up to the
month of January, is it
any wonder it seems to
be such a dull month?

I could say many
things about some of the
other months of the year
but I really have to say
that my favorite month
of the year has to be De-
cember. Maybe this goes
back to when I was a
youngster and looked
forward to the Christmas
holiday. I am not sure be-
cause the Christmas holi-
day does not hold that
much of a fascination for
me. I think it began to
wane when I had to foot
the bill for all of the
Christmas activity.

I do not love December
because of the shopping.
Right after Thanksgiving
the shopping frenzy be-
gins and this year several
people lost their lives. Is
it crazy to go out shop-
ping like this when
everybody else is out
there with the fierce in-
tent of buying something
and you had better not
get in his or her way? On
the other hand, do all the
crazy people go shop-
ping?

Well, I am one crazy
person that does not go
out and join the rest. I
just do not like shopping.
The month of December
is one of the high shop-
ping months of the year.
It did not get the reputa-
tion because of my shop-
ping activity.

This past week the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage asked me if I
wanted to join her in a
shopping spree. Without

thinking, which is my
normal modus operandi,
I said, "I'd rather be
punched in the nose."

WACK!
When I came to, I pon-

dered the fact that my
wife is so literal when I
am trying to be
metaphorical. My nose is
doing nicely, thank you.

Therefore, I do not like
shopping. The month of
December is more than
extravagant shopping
with crazy people.

One of my favorite
songs of the season is,
"Tis the season to be jol-
ly." I like jolly. During the
Christmas season, every-
body enjoys seeing jolly
people. I like to exploit
the jolliness of my nature.
I may not be Santa, but I
sure could pass as his
twin brother. Do not
think I have not exploited
that part of my character.

During the holiday
season in the month of
December, nobody both-
ers about your weight. In
fact, everybody seems to
enjoy seeing the jolly old
man who is slightly over-
weight. I cannot tell you
how many times when
out in public during the
month of December the
people come up to me
and said, "Here's my list.
Don't forget me." At first,
I did not quite under-
stand what they were do-
ing. Now as they place
that sacred list in my
hand I look at them and
say, "Ho, ho, ho." Every-
body seems to enjoy that.

Of course, it can go too
far. One time after my
Santa impression, I hap-
pened to sit down and
before long, there was a
line of youngsters wanti-
ng to sit on my lap. I have
since retired my Santa
impression, especially
when in public.

What I like about De-
cember is that nobody,
and when I say nobody I
am referencing my wife,
worries about diets. All
year long, my wife is
faithful in reminding me,
"That's not on your diet.
Put it down." I would say
it is like a broken record
but nobody knows what
a record is anymore let
alone a broken one.

During the holiday in
December she is too busy
baking pies and cookies
for relatives and friends
to think about my diet.
Oh, how I love Decem-
ber.

Perchance somebody
in the course of a conver-
sation brings up the sub-
ject of diets; the month of
December is a great
ready-made excuse for
me.

"I start my diet," I say
with the upmost confi-
dence to anybody inquir-
ing, "next month."

It is amazing to me that
"next month" is never De-
cember. And so, during
the month of December I
only look forward to my
diet. It would be wrong,
absolutely wrong, to be-
gin a diet in December. If
a person would do that,
what do they do for a
New Year's resolution?

The month of Decem-
ber is a time to relax and
just enjoy the season. By
enjoying the season, I am
thinking of those deli-
cious Christmas cookies
baking in the oven, in the

kitchen, in my presence.
It would be a shame not
to taste one. After all,
what if they were no
good? What if this batch
of cookies, baking in the
oven right now, turned
out to be bad? It is my pa-
triotic duty to ensure that
those Christmas cookies
are delicious.

For me, December is a
very sacred purpose.
Solomon, the wisest man
who ever lived, said, "To
every thing there is a sea-
son, and a time to every
purpose under the heav-
en" (Ecclesiastes 3:1 KJV).

My purpose is to ex-
ploit the entire month of
December.

The Rev. James L. Sny-
der is pastor of the Fami-
ly of God Fellowship, PO
Box 831313, Ocala, FL
34483. He lives with his
wife , Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him
at 352-687-4240 or e-mail
jam e ssnyd e r2@att.ne t.
The church web site is
www.whatafellowship.c
om.
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 644257-F

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School.......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship....................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study...............................7:00 p.m.

 644208-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 792-2275

 Pastor: Steve Shaw
 Sunday

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...................11:00 a.m.
 Childrenʼs Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training......................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship....................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting.......................7:00 p.m.
 Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry....7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Programs . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

 643869-F
 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH

 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 
  Jennings, FL 32053

 938-5611
  Pastor:Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School................................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.............................11:00 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Worship, Youth Happening, 
 RAʼs, GAʼs.........................................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper..............................................6:00 p.m.
 Prayer Meeting, Discipleship class for adults, 
 Youth actvities, Childrenʼs Choirs.....6:30 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 644209-F

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper

 Bldg.: 792-2277
 Sunday

 Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 644212-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School...............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship........................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Kidsʼ Program................................6:15 p.m.

 644236-F

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Louise 
 at 1-800-525-4182

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41

 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 644211-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258
 Pastor: Alexandria Hedrick

 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service...........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Prayer in Fellowship Hall...............9:00 a.m.
 Choir Practice................................7:00 p.m.

 644251-F

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:45 p.m.
 Choir Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 644232-F

 METHODIST

 692421-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

Josephine Todd Kato
July 11, 1943 - 
Nov. 24, 2011

Josephine Todd
Kato, age 68, of
White Springs,

Fla. passed away at her
home Thursday, Nov.
24, 2011. Josephine was
born on July 11, 1943 to
the late Robert and Alma
Price Todd. She married
Mr. Bill Kato and raised
a fine family. She loved
her immediate and ex-
tended family as deeply
as was possible. Ms.
Josephine was a faithful
member of Jasper As-
sembly of God Church.
Josephine loved her
church family and kept
her community prayed
up. Her faithfulness was
unmatchable. It would
be her wish that we
would try to always put
others first. She will be
remembered as a won-
derful wife, mother,
grandmother, sister,
friend and prayer war-
rior.

Survivors include her
husband, William  “Bill”
Kato, White Springs;
three sons, Billy Kato,
Dallas, Ga., Robert Kato,
Melbourne, Fla., and
David Kato, Ocala, Fla.;
two daughters, Fay
Price, Columbus, Ga.
and Ellen Allen,
Statenville, Ga.; two
brothers, Robert Todd,
Truckee, Calif.;  and
Charlie Taylor, Lake
City, Fla.; four sisters,
Mary White, Ellabelle,
Ga., Julie Mears, Lake-
land, Fla., Freddie Ann
Crews, Baxley, Ga., and
Bernice Kipker, New Or-
leans, La.; 12 grandchil-
dren and 9 great grand-
children.

Funeral services were
held Monday, Nov. 28,
2011  at the Jasper As-
sembly of God Church
with Pastor Charles
Helms officiating. Inter-

ment followed in Ever-
green Cemetery in
Jasper.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Clifford Paul Jones
Nov. 25, 2011

Clifford Paul
Jones, age 57, of
Jasper, Fla.

passed away Nov. 25,
2011 at North Florida
Regional Medical Center
following a brief illness.
Mr. Jones was born in
Jacksonville, Fla. and
was a native of Mayport.
He was the son of the
late William and Rosalee
Jones. He moved to the
Hamilton County area
some 25 years ago from
Mayport. Clifford was a
mechanic and heavy
equipment operator at
PCS as long as his health
permitted. He enjoyed
working, hunting, and
spending time with his
friends and family.  

Survivors include his
wife, Ginger Jones,
Jasper; three daughters,
Kimberley Brown (Ja-
son), Lake City, Fla.,
Paula Stubbs (Nicholas),
McMinnville, Oregon,
Missey Tanner (Vernon),
Blountstown, Fla..; one
brother, Earl Jones, Jack-
sonville, Fla. and two
sisters, Lorraine Muesel,
Yulee, Fla. and Rose
Boyd, Texas; eight
grandchildren and  one
great grandchild.

Funeral services were
held Tuesday, Nov. 29,
2011 at Calvary Baptist
Church.

Interment followed at
Mayport Cemetery in
Jacksonville, Fla..

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made the
Diabetes Foundation.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

By Angie Land

A couple that I know recently
shared with me some of the strug-
gles they are facing and how it is
impacting their marriage. In a mo-
ment of raw honesty, the husband
looked at me and said, “I know that
I need to change some things, and I
really want to, but to tell you the
truth, I don’t know how.” Can’t we
all relate? None of us are so blind
that we can’t see our own weak-
nesses, and perhaps in an honest
moment like my friend, will even
admit that we really do desire to be
different.Maybe we are discour-
aged because we have tried differ-
ent things and nothing really seems
to work, or maybe we convince
ourselves that if we just ignore it, no
one else will bring it up either. Ei-
ther way, we lose heart.

My heart is burdened for the state
of crisis in many marriages today,
but the Biblical truth is that we can’t
fix ourselves. In fact, Proverbs14:12
proves it:  “There is a way that
seems right to a man, but in the end
it leads to death.”  Based on the end
result, this can prove a costly way
to live.  The wording here implies
that which seems right is what can
be taken at face value. Don’t take
this to only apply to someone who
wants to do wrong.  With the best
of intentions, we often do what
“seems right!” Apply this instruc-
tion to marriage and it can go like
this:  On the surface, it may seem
like everything is okay in your mar-
riage, but you could be heading for
a divorce.  Even more devastating,
is the countless times one spouse or

the other is convinced that “I have
done everything I know to do.”
And I believe them.  It is a rare per-
son who watches their marriage,
complete with all their dreams for
the future go down the drain with-
out trying to do something. So how
do we head this off and become
proactive?  Herein lies the good
news!  Listen carefully to the words
of Romans 12:2:

Do not conform any longer to the
pattern of this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your
mind.  Then you will be able to test
and approve what God’s will is-His
good, pleasing and perfect will.

This one verse contains a three-
step instruction that will help us get
out of a

Proverbs 14:12 way of living! Get-
ting a clear definition of “conform”
and “transform” are critical to un-
derstanding this process. Conform-
ing to the pattern of this world il-
lustrates an external adjustment to
popular opinion, which could orig-
inate with the latest marriage ad-
vice from Oprah, a magazine arti-
cle, or even well meaning friends
and family. In this process, you de-
cide what “seems right” and begin
to make the change. The problem
with this kind of external change is
that it is in continual need of an up-
grade, as well as the end result we
have already mentioned that fol-
lows doing what “seems right.” 

On the other hand, the im-
plication of “being transformed” is
an invisible process of the internal
change of character and mindset.
Determining God’s good, pleasing
and perfect will is going to be the

result an intentional pursuit of His
Word.  Thankfully, since marriage
was God’s idea to begin with, His
Word has much to say on the sub-
ject.  As we begin to search the Bible
and learn about His instructions for
marriage, our minds can begin to
change.  Then what “seemed right”
to us will be replaced with what
God says is right.  With His stan-
dard being the target, even if only
one spouse is aiming for it, the mar-
riage has a 50% better chance!  If
both get on board, well, you can do
the math!  After we have “tested”
this process, we will then be able to
wholeheartedly approve…because
God’s way works…and every heart
matters!

Angie
Heart Matters is a weekly column

written by Angie Land, Director of
the Family Life Ministries of the
Lafayette Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible studies,
leads marriage and family confer-
ences and offers biblical counseling
to individuals, couples and fami-
lies.  Contact Angie with questions
or comments at angieland3@wind-
stream.net

Heart Matters
We can’t fix ourselves

Why I love the month of December

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 653958-F
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Courtney Allen
Dixie Boston
Jacob Bunting
Angela Cameron
Regina Carson
Lashawn Claridy
Whitney Crosby
Winston Crosby
Sarra Davis
Zachary Deas
Gina Giannantonio
Aureil Griffith

Lisa Hill
Chineeta Jackson
Sarah Jennings
Jasmine Johnson
Chris Knapp
Amber Laffoon
James Mitchell
Catherine Moffses
Kristen Morris
Wyatt Mulkey
Asa Newsome
Kaleigh Norris

Trey Norris
Jeda Padgett
Tayler Pittman
Matthew Register
Cheyenne Rice
Darren Rye
Kaleb Sadler
Hetal Thakor
Madihah Tomoney
Brittany Whitmore

HCHS A Honor Roll 
1st 9 Weeks 

2011-12 school year

HCHS A/B Honor Roll 
1st 9 Weeks 

2011-12 School Year
Levi Alford
Audrey Allen
Tyler Allen
Bailey Altman
Hannah Altman
Ismelda Alvarez
Douglas Barker
Maelin Bass
Sierra Beck
Cameron Bell
Richard Bennett
Dylan Blanton
Dylan Brantley
Ethan Brantley
Rachel Bunting
Brooke Burnam
Charles Burnett
Cassidy Byrd
Mikayla Byrd
Michael Cannon
Olivia Cohen
Autumn Cole
Josmein Collins
Gabriela Concepcion
James Cone
Trevor Cone
Madison Cox
Justin Culbreth
Taylor Cumbess
Kaitlyn Curry
Jamee Daniels
Maisia Daniels
Alfred Deas

Elizabeth Dedge
Kyle Dedge
Raven Devers
Paige Fenneman
Kaley Fenneman
Garien Franklin
Cheyenne Godby
Kathryn Godwin
Jessica Gonzalez
Andrew Graham
Austin Graham
Stephanie Hammock
Hunter Hill
Rebecca Jackson
Alyssa Jones
Cheyanne Laws
Allison Lee
Michael Lee
Hunter Lavan
Andrew Manalis
Amber Manley
Nakeda Marshall
Kandra Martin
Jeremy Matias
Sabrina McClain
Richard McCoy
Aubrey Morris
Benita Morris
David Newhard
Ashley Norman
Alexis Owens
Brandi Padgett
Joanna Padgett

Jordan Perez
Jaytwoine Raiford
Joshua Redman
Tiphani Register
Garren Richardson
Jestyn Roberts
Karen Roberts
Mazey Roberts
William Scaff
Mariah Schrier
Nathan Scott
Ethan Shackelford
Niayah Sheppard
Na’Sheema Simmons
Hunter Smith
Jristin Smith
Braxton Stewart
Rachel Sullivan
Aaron Tran
Emily Traywick
Tiffany Vickers
Tyler Warfel
Marcus Weary
Nina Weise
Raven Weise
Austin Windham
Larissa Wyers
Aishara Zamora
Joseph Zipper

The Sentinel Upstage Players of
North Florida Community College
present “A Slice of the Blarney”, a
comedy by Kitty Burns, this Friday,
Dec. 2 and Saturday, Dec. 3 at 7 p.m.
at NFCC’s Van H. Priest Auditori-
um. Tickets for this hilarious Irish
comedy are only $6 and available
now in the NFCC College Advance-
ment Office (Bldg. 32 / 850.973.1653)
and will also be on sale at the door
each night before the show.

Eight local actors/actresses star in
the production - Moe Cooks,
Johnathan Cooks, Ryan Quiros and
Della Webb of Madison County;
Kent Jones and Carmina Ketring of
Taylor County; Edie Hotchkiss of
Hamilton County; and Kimberly
Joseph of Suwannee County – under
the lead NFCC’s own Denise Bell. In
addition to directing NFCC’s Sen-
tinel Upstage Players, Bell is also
Coordinator of Student Activities

and Community Education at
NFCC.

“These students have worked very
hard preparing for the show,” said
Bell. “Please join us Friday or Satur-
day at Van H. Priest Auditorium for
a funny play and to show support
for these local stars.”     

This rollicking farce assembles a
dying multimillionaire and assorted
quirky relatives and culminates in
an authentic Irish wake. Shannon
O’Leary is on his death bed. He is a
multi-millionaire who knows that
his family is just waiting for him to
die to see who inherits his fortune.
One by one the “faithful” relatives
show up and circle like vultures, just
waiting. Shannon knows this, but
still hopes that there is at least one
who really loves him.

Tickets are on sale now. For more
information, contact Denise Bell at
(850) 973-9481 or belld@nfcc.edu.

LOCAL STUDENTS AND COMMUNITY
MEMBERS STAR IN COMEDY
NFCC Sentinel Upstage Players present

“A Slice of the Blarney” 
Dec. 2 & 3 at NFCC

The cast of “A Slice of Blarney”:
L-R Standing: Moe Cooks (Madison County), Johnathan Cooks (Madison County), Kent Jones

(Taylor County). L-R Sitting: Carmina Ketring (Taylor County), Edie Hotchkiss (Hamilton County),

Ryan Quiros (Madison County), Kimberly Joseph (Suwannee County) and Della Webb (Madison

County)
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Sports
Varsity Boys Soccer
Nov. 7 @ Maclay School 0-8
Nov. 14 @ John Paul II Catholic 0-6
Nov. 17 vs Ft. White 0-1
Nov. 29 vs John Paul II Catholic 0-7
Dec. 2 vs West Gadsden
Dec. 6 vs Taylor County
Dec. 9 vs Suwannee High
Dec. 12 @ Lafayette High
Dec. 13 @ Suwannee High
Dec. 16 @ Santa Fe High
Dec. 22 vs Oak Hall
Jan. 3 vs Oak Hall
Jan. 5 vs Maclay School
Jan. 6 @ Columbia County 
Jan. 10 vs Lafayette High
Jan. 17 vs Saint Francis Catholic

Varsity Girls Soccer
Nov. 14 @ John Paul Catholic 3-2
Nov. 18 vs P.K. Yonge 0-3
Nov. 28 vs Columbia County 
Nov. 29 vs John Paul Catholic 1-3
Dec. 2 vs West Gadsden
Dec. 5 @ Lafayette High
Dec. 6 vs Taylor County
Dec. 8 vs Suwannee High
Dec. 15 vs Lafayette High
Jan. 3 @ Suwannee High
Jan. 5 vs Maclay School
Jan. 6 @ Columbia County
Jan. 13 @ P.K. Yonge

Varsity Boys Basketball
Dec. 5 vs Saint Francis Catholic
Dec. 6 @ Lafayette High
Dec. 9 vs Jefferson County
Dec. 10 vs Suwannee High
Dec. 13 @ Branford High
Jan. 5 vs Lafayette High
Jan. 6 @ Suwannee High
Jan. 14 vs Saint Francis Catholic
Jan. 17 vs Branford High
Jan. 20 vs Melody Christian
Jan. 21 vs Madison County
Jan. 23 vs Echols County
Jan. 27 vs Ft. White
Jan. 28 vs Columbia County 

Varsity Girls Basketball
Dec. 5 vs Saint Francis Catholic
Dec. 6 @ Lafayette High
Dec. 9 vs Jefferson County
Dec. 10 vs Suwannee High
Dec. 13 @ Branford High
Dec. 16 vs Saint Francis Catholic
Jan. 5 vs Lafayette High
Jan. 6 @ Suwannee High
Jan. 14 vs Saint Francis Catholic
Jan. 17 vs Branford High 
Jan. 20 vs Melody Christian
Jan. 21 vs Madison County
Jan. 23 vs Echols County
Jan. 27 vs Ft. White
Jan. 28 vs Columbia High 

2011-12 Winter sports scoreboard 

Winter sports photos coming soon.

William Hill shakes off a couple Bulldogs. - Photos: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

If you take photos of Hamilton County
sports, we would like to hear from you.
The Jasper News would like to use fan
photos of sporting activities in the
sports section of the News. Please

email the photos to
jeff.waters@gaflnews.com, or you can

drop them off at the Jasper News
office inside the Bank of America

building.

Photos wanted 

More scenes of Hamilton County High School Football

Hamilton’s Zach Deas (11) runs past a few Suwannee Bulldogs.

Lamarcus Webb on the carry.

Zack Deas (11) sets up for a pass.
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The Hamilton County Chamber of Commerce held their annual membership banquet on October 20, 2011 at the PCS Conference Center located on Eagle
Lake.  It was well attended and catered by Jan Hunter and Company…excellent as always!  The guest speaker for the evening was Mrs. Jill Adams,

Comptroller at Lake City Medical Center.

Mrs. Samantha Prueter came off the board as the chamber president.  Mrs. Cindy Eatmon is now the new chamber president.  Special Recognition and
awards went to 3 Rivers Construction Company, LLC for Business of the Year, Mrs. Denise Lee with ARC of North Florida was voted Individual of the

Year, and Hamilton County Development Authority was recognized as a Platinum Sponsor.  

A Special Thank You to Our Table Sponsors
Bass’s Furniture, City of Jasper, Hamilton County Development Authority, Hamilton County Republican Party, Hitson Reality, Inc., Lake City Advertiser,

PCS Phosphate, Primary Care Center (Lake City Medical Center), Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, and Vystar Credit Union

A Special Thank You to:
C. Howell Company, Inc., D & S Signs, Delores Howell, Ham. Co. High School Future Farmers of America, Hamilton County Development Authority, 

Jan Hunter & Company, PCS Phosphate, Rob Wolfe Photography, and Windstream

Grand Opening Victoria & Co.

Victoria & Co. “Beauty & Wellness from the Inside Out” Grand Opening was held on November 17th from 4-6pm. There is Licensed Massage Therapists,
Licensed Aestheticians, Certified Personal Trainers, Certified Wellness Coaches, Group Exercise Instructors, Yoga, Zumba, Model Fit & Circuit Classes,

Hydraulic Fitness Equipment, Cardio Machines & Free Weights. 
108 Hatley St. SE., Jasper, FL 32052 (386)-855-0313.

Christmas Parade
December 9, 2011 at 6:00 P.M.

For more information… call the Hamilton County Chamber of Commerce at (386)-792-1300, e-mail at hamcoc@windstream.net, 
or www.hamiltoncountycoc.com

2011 - 2012 Chamber Board Members

Cindy Eatmon: President: Vice President: to be elected…
Susan Ramsey, Denise Hughes, Mike Williams, Linda Taylor, Cathy Jo Foster, Tony Ogburn, Sandy Beal, Gretchen Rogers, Denise Lee 

Joy Howell: Executive Director, Rob Wolfe: Marketing Director

Mission Statement

To promote commercial, economic, & social well-being of community & business owners.
To be an advocate for community & business owners on issues impacting livelihood, sustaining economic viability, 

development opportunities & community unity.

Hamilton County Chamber of Commerce, Inc.
Annual Banquet

Accepting the Platinum Sponsor Award Hamilton County Development Authority Susan Ramsey,

Executive Director and Mr. R.B. Davis. Joy Howell (presenter)

Mrs. Jill Adams, Lake City Medical Center

Accepting the Business of the Year Award was Curt and Renee McDonald from Jennings, Florida.

Presenter was Samantha Prueter 

Mrs. Denise Lee, Individual of the Year with ARC of North Florida. Presenter was Susan

Ramsey
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The Christmas season has officially begun. Folks seem to have a bit more
“pep” in their step during this special time of the year.  Here in our beloved
Suwannee River Valley, we have a lot of wonderful quality holiday events to be
enjoyed by all age groups….

“Kick off” the Yuletide season with the Festival of Lights at Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center State Park in White Springs, Florida… Nestled on the
banks of the historic Suwannee River, the park is most famous for being the
home of the nation’s oldest state sponsored folk Festival, the Florida Folk Fes-
tival which will turn “60” this year.  However, over the past couple of years a
host of dedicated volunteers as well as the Stephen Foster staff, under the di-
rection of park manager, Ben Faure, have significantly improved the quality of
the twenty-one year old Festival of Lights. Last year the event drew over 20,000
visitors, and everyone hopes this year, even more people will drive to White
Springs to witness this “winter wonderland” of lights and holiday happenings
“Way down upon the Suwannee River”..

It all “kicks off” on Friday, December 2, 6:30 p.m., with the White Springs
Christmas parade—As the parade enters the Stephen Foster Folk Culture Cen-
ter State Park, the ‘switch” will be thrown to illuminate the park with over four
million lights. Each building in the park including the beautiful Foster Muse-
um, which is on the National Register of Historic Places, and the “symbol” of
the park, the soaring carillon tower, which houses the largest set to tubular bells
in the world, will be bedecked in fine holiday style.  The Town of White Springs
will sponsor a complimentary hot dog supper in Nelly Bly’s Kitchen on Friday
night for all those who come over for this event.

Entry to the event on December 2 is one brand new child’s toy—for a boy or
girl—(it must be in its original package and not wrapped in holiday wrapping
paper)---After December 2, entry is $2.00 per person for this event….In addition
to the lights and the buildings, you can shop in Cousin Thelma’s Craft and Gift
Shop, enjoy folk artists demonstrating their talents in the Craft Square studios,
visit Old Saint Nick himself while enjoying a cup of hot chocolate around a bon-
fire  in the Craft Square area…. Unless in place of your heart you have a
“thumping gizzard”, the Stephen Foster Festival of Lights experience which
goes on each night, including Christmas night from December 2-December 31—
from dusk until 9 p.m. is sure to put you in the holiday mood.  Cousin Thelma’s
Craft and Gift Shop will be opened nightly in the park for your shopping plea-
sure-Come join us for this holiday event—You will be glad you did.

One other outstanding holiday event, is Live Oak’s Christmas on the Square-
--I love this event for two major reasons—I always have an opportunity to vis-
it with friends, and I can purchase a fruit cake from the Live Oak Church of
God. Some people don’t care for fruitcake, but they haven’t tried this one—It is
really delicious….I also enjoy the Christmas Parade in Live Oak on the night of
December 3—When I was principal at Suwannee Elementary East, we had a
float in this parade each year, and we took the top prize.  My friend, Linda
Cheshire, Live Oak, along with many others who were part of the staff at the
East School put a lot of time and effort into this float---I have some photos of
those floats that I cherish---We had a lot of participation from our school staff-
--and the children appreciated it….

Last, but certainly not least, Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, who began
the lights on the Suwannee—“Suwannee Lights” many years ago—has an out-
standing light display. James Cornett, his mother “Miss” Jean Cornett, and all
the staff at Spirit of the Suwannee do an outstanding job, not only bringing
quality musical events to the Suwannee River Valley, but also this great holiday
happening….James always has a lot going on at the park---The Staff at Spirit of
the Suwannee Music Park stands ready to wish each of you a Merry Christmas-
--Go out and patronize their Suwannee Lights Display, as well as all the pro-
grams they make available to our area..Spirit of the Suwannee does so much to
bring the “world’ to the banks of the Suwannee on a regular basis.

So, pull out those holiday sweaters---that red shirt—begin humming or
whistling “Jingle Bells” and plan on spending some time celebrating Christmas
right here  in our beloved home “Way down upon the Suwannee River”—

From the Eight Mile Still, on the Woodpecker Route, north of White Springs;
so blessed to be in the number “one more time”.

Naturally in our youth we pay less attention to our well-being. Emphasis is
placed on the potential aesthetic benefit exercise poses, not on resulting im-
provement in our health. Our bodies are way more forgiving in our teens, and
even our twenties, than later in life.

It is for this reason we can all understand the lack of emphasis on exercise for
health until our later years. With changing times and accumulating research
more people and organizations are getting on board with the importance of
healthy lifestyle at an early age, but we need more.

A neighbor passed me running on the highway with his son one day who said
‘Daddy that lady needs a car! I chuckled in spite of myself as I thought what my
son Matthew would say in seeing a runner jogging by-look mom that lady’s get-
ting in her cardio. Our children are always watching, and adopt our habits and
behaviors as their own.  Do as I say not as I do; no such scenario exists.

Exercise and healthy lifestyle choices cannot be put off even into our twenties.
It has to be emphasized from birth. Study after study show us overweight chil-
dren turn to overweight teens, and overweight teens to overweight adults. Eat-
ing preferences continuing into adulthood can begin as early as the womb, and
plaque buildup on artery walls begin as early as age two.  

Take bone density for example. During childhood and adolescence our bones
are continuously remodeling. As we age this process slows. By age 18 in girls,

and 20 in boys; 90 percent of peak bone mass is acquired
making youth the best time to invest in bone health.
Lifestyle factors (such as smoking), nutrition, genetic fac-
tors, and hormonal issues (such as menopause), will chip
away at our bone density throughout life. It only makes
sense to do everything we can to optimize peak bone den-
sity to ensure we do not struggle with weak and brittle bones later in life.

Bone density is only one aspect of a very large spectrum of what exercise and
proper nutrition can do to benefit our health, beginning  in childhood. In the
wake of the busiest shopping day of the year, where people in the millions sac-
rifice a nights sleep and fight maddening crowds to be get the very best gifts at
the very best price, why not give our children the truly greatest gift: knowledge
and instilled healthy lifestyle behaviors. We do this best by doing it ourselves.
Do it for your children to ensure their health long after you are gone to see it. It’s
the gift that keeps on giving.

“Exercise is more than medicine, it's life . Remember Einstein's equation,
e=mc2? Well, I like this equation: L= MC2 where L is Life, M is movement, and
C is corpus (latin for body). The message is clear: movement provides the body
with benefits not two fo ld , but squared  and  even more than that, a multiplicity
of benefits that makes living truly astounding.” ~ Stan Brown, Ph.D., ACSM.

Healthy Living By Beth Harris, CSCS
bethharrisfitness@gmail.com

Importance of your health

The holiday season is here, bringing
with it some much-appreciated cooler
weather to the Sunshine State. Many of
us will be taking time off from work,
and children will be out of school on
winter break soon. For me, this much-
needed vacation provides a wonderful
opportunity to take to the woods and
go hunting, now that hunting season is
in full swing.

It’s also a perfect time to give chil-
dren supervised hunting experiences
with you.

Hunting is a proven and very neces-
sary tool of wildlife and habitat man-
agement, especially when habitat is
lost to urbanization and wildlife gets
displaced because of our state’s ever-
growing population.

Scientific findings have shown that
those who hunt and engage in outdoor
recreation with their families develop
a sense of stewardship for nature and

a desire to conserve it.
In fact, hunters form a foundation

for wildlife conservation. Through the
sale of hunting licenses and permits,
and the excise tax generated from
hunting equipment, hunters as a
whole pay most of the cost of wildlife
conservation and research, public land
acquisitions, habitat protection, sci-
ence-based fish and wildlife manage-
ment and law enforcement. All of us
get to enjoy the benefits of these ef-
forts.

Even non-hunting spouses and sig-
nificant others can share in the spirit of
stewardship with a couple of good
holiday gift ideas. For the hunters (or
anglers) in your family or circle, why
not buy them a five-year license, or
make a stocking-stuffer of a one-year
license? Licenses may be purchased at
https://www1.fl.wildlifelicense.com/
start.php.

If they already have one of those,
consider getting them a conservation
license plate for their vehicle. Not only
will one of them look great on their
truck, recreational vehicle or car, but
in purchasing one, you will be helping
to conserve wildlife for generations to
come. To order online, go to
Buyaplate.com. You can also purchase
or renew any plate at your local tax
collector’s office.

Here’s how hunters can enjoy the
many traditional hunting seasons
Florida offers: 

During general gun season, which
coincides with holiday-gift-shopping
time, most hunters are in pursuit of
deer, but they also can bag wild hogs,
rabbits, raccoons and coyotes. And
quail and gray squirrel season is in
and runs through March 4. Snipe sea-
son is also in and runs through Feb. 15
statewide.

Bird hunters wanting to experience
something different should try hunt-
ing woodcock. Woodcock season runs
Dec. 18 – Jan. 31 statewide, and they
make excellent game birds because
they provide a challenging shot when
flushed. Small-game hunting such as
this provides a great opportunity to in-
troduce a kid to the great sport of
hunting.

And for all the duck hunters out
there, the second phase of the water-
fowl and coot season will last through
Jan. 29 and includes geese.

As you can see, the winter holidays
provide a wealth of opportunities,
from sharing time with family to giv-
ing a gift that is both personal and con-
servation-minded, to experiencing the
heritage of hunting in Florida’s great
outdoors. For more information on
hunting in Florida, go to
MyFWC.com/Hunting.

Hunting season a perfect time for conservation-minded holiday sharing, gifts

Well, the stuffed turkey
has disappeared, and I am
still stuffed!  Thanks to
members of my family,
there have been a lot of
goodies in my refrigerator,
they are still being enjoyed.
Starting with breakfasts of
real sausage gravy like my
"Granny" and Mother used
to make, guess it passed me
by, my daughter makes it
special.  Then all the others
offered their specialities, my
contribution was nil this
year.  I just offered my ap-

petite.  Leigh Ann's parents,
Richard and Ann Shepard;
and my daughter, Mary-
beth, and her son and
daughter, Kaleb and Jordan
Windham were there for the
weekend from Lake Butler,
and a couple of lady friends
from Georgia.  We spent the
evening before Thanksgiv-
ing with Richard Shsepard's
brother and his family in
Monticello.  Now you know
why I am still stuffed.  After
breakfast Friday morning, I
slept all day.

Please let us know of your
special times during this
holiday season.  You would
be surprised how many peo-
ple tell me how they enjoy
reading about special activi-
ties your families share.

Rodney and Kathy Strick-
land had family with them
for Thanksgiving Day,
Kathy's parents, Al and
Barabara Mills; Cindy Mor-
ton (Cousin); Cousins, Erin
and Carl Miller with son,
Sam;; and daughter, Shelly
Strickland, Gainesville, FL.

Thanks to Cindy Eatmon
we have learned that the
Festival of Lights will be
starting in White Ssprings
this weekend, December 2,
2011, through Jan. 1, 2012.
We will be reminding you of
this event, I have never been
but from all news of the
past, it is something to be-
hold, so will not be missing
it this year.  News of this
will be appearing elsewhere
in the Jasper Neews, but I
will still remind you.  It has

been named a Top 20 Event
in the southeastern United
States, right here in Hamil-
ton County!  Don't miss it.

The trees along the high-
way are looking good, the
other day going through
town, noticed that the trees
were being watered, it is our
understanding that the trees
will be taken care of for one
year, then the City will be
responsible, they do help
the looks of the area when
coming into town from one
end of the town to the other
end.  Thanks to the Exten-
sion Office for getting be-
hind this project.

Just to remind you, the
Jasper Neews Office will be
open each Monday,
Wednesday and Friday,
10AM - 12 Noon.

Let me hear from you
soon!.

Lillian No rris, 
no rrislw @

w ind stream .net
386-792-2151

Norris
Notes

By Lillian Norris

employment rate was 8.4
percent. 

Suwannee County is
down from 9.8 percent to
9.2 percent. The October
2010 rate was 10.2 percent. 

Florida’s unemployment
rate dropped from 10.6 per-
cent in September to 10.3 in
October. The unemploy-
ment rate in Florida in Oc-
tober 2010 was 11.8

Nationally, unemploy-
ment dropped from 9.1 per-
cent to 9 percent. The na-
tional unemployment rate
for October 2010 was 9.7
percent. 

The figures were released
by the Florida Department
of Economic Opportunity.

Jobless
outlook
brighter for
area

Continued From Page 1A



PAGE 10A THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2011THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

Ed ito r's no te :  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record  each
week .  If your name ap-
pears here and  you are
later found not guilty or
the charges are dropped ,
w e  w ill be  happy to
make note o f this in the
new spaper w hen jud i-
cial proof is presented  to
us by you or the authori-
ties.

The following abbrevi-
ations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commission

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforce-
ment

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Police
Department

OALE - Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforce-
ment

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White Springs
Police Department

Nov. 22, Marc A. Ed-
wards, 5102 9th Ave. S.,
Gulf Port, Fl., poss less
than 20 grams marijua-
na, intro of contraband,
vehicle theft: DTF-
Brownsfield

Nov. 23, Terrill J.
Lewis, 1281 Prairie Lane,
Apt. 11307, Titusville,
Fl., warrant, battery on
LEO, battery on de-
tainee: HCSO-McKire

Nov. 23, Dareama
Denise Walls, 11969 SW
CR 249 Lot 6, Jasper, Fl.,
theft (retail): JAPD-Mor-
gan

Nov. 26, James Devon
Harrison, 3600 NW
104th Ave., Jasper, Fl.,
DWLS (habitual), VOP
WBC: JAPD-Walls

Nov. 27, Galvin Javon
Collie, 2862 NW Suwan-
nee Valley Rd., Lake
City, Fl., battery (domes-
tic violence): HCSO-
Thomas

Nov. 25, Steven
Christopher McCarthy,
6477 SE US HWy 41,
Jasper, Fl., Suwannee
County warrant VOP,
Suwannee County war-
rant FTA: WSPD-Rapp

Nov. 26, Felton Lewis
Allen, 1312 SW 2nd St.,
Jasper, Fl., burglary,
grand theft, dealing in
stolen property, criminal
mischief: JAPD-Morgan

Nov. 26, Kenneth
Jerome Taylor, 1034 SW
4th St., Jasper, Fl., bur-
glary, grand theft, deal-
ing in stolen property:
JAPD-Morgan

Nov. 23, Stella Ann
Ervin, 1128 Oak St., Jen-
nings, Fl., Disorderly in-
toxication: HCSO-C.
Hughes

Nov. 24, Cecil Lamar
Troville, 1078 Southern
St., Jennings, Fl., grand
theft: JNPD-Glover

Nov. 26, Gerald Vann
Hunt, 3246 Matheson
Dr., Macon, Ga., battery,
domestic violence:
HCSO-M. Thomas 

Nov. 22, Tia Danielle
Brown, 3108 Kentucky
Ave., Ft. Pierce, Fl., poss.
diazepam w/o prescrip-
tion, poss. of cocaine
w/intent to sell, poss. of
drug para., poss. of al-
prazolam w/ intent to
sell, poss. of oxycodone
w/ intent to sell: DTF-
Brownsfield

Nov. 22, Lauren
Michele Chorvat, 337
Bellfry Ct., White
Springs, Fl., NVDL:
HCSO-Murphy

Nov. 22, Julius Lamont
Simons, in transit, grand
theft, resist w/o vio-
lence: DTF-Brownsfield

Nov. 19, Mike Ham-
mond Johnson Jr., 2662
NW 6th, Jennings, Fl.,
FTA-DWLS, FTA-resist-
ing w/o violence

Nov. 21, Justin August
Meyer, 8952 SW 142nd
Ave., Lot 1115, Miami,
Fl., Hamilton Co. charge
poss. of stolen property,
hold for Pinellas COSO
FTA: HCSO-J. Howell

Nov. 21, Stephen T.
Hill, 3718 NW 109th
Ave., Jasper, Fl., battery
(DV): HCSO-Burnam

Nov. 22, Ladonna Be-
mbry Hill, 1128 Field-
crest Drive, Jasper, Fl.,
poss. of controlled sub-
stance: HCSO-Murphy

Nov. 22, Teresa Ann
Broomberg, 803 Blyth-
wood Rd., Valdosta, Ga.,
RWV, poss. controlled
substance: HCSO-T.
Murphy

Nov. 22, John Lester
Cowart, 1871 Grey Fal-
con Circle SW, Vero
Beach, Fl., marijuana
poss. w/intent to sell;
trafficking oxycodone 4
grams or more; oxy-
codone possession w/i
to sell; poss. of narcotic
equipment; poss. control
w/o prescrip.; alprazo-
lam poss., sell, manufac-
ture, deliver; cocaine
traffic 28 grams but less
than 15 grams, MDMA
sell, deal, poss, manufac-
ture, deliver; poss. over
20 grams marijuana; 

Arrest
Records

The Arc North Florida Adult Training Centers
host a Thanksgiving feast on Nov. 16, 2011. Enter-
tainment was provided by the Arc Singers and
Mr. Dick Grillo, Senior Director, Community and
Church Outreach, Dowling Park Advent Christian
Village, who been a faithful volunteer for years.
Many songs were performed. 

The Youth department of Empowering Taber-
nacle House of Prayer Outreach Ministry, under
the leadership of Pastor Phillip M. Jackson and

Church Mother Ledia S. Jackson, joined in with
the Arc to put on an excellent display of love,
laughter and good times for all those in atten-
dance. The youth department of ETHOP praise
danced and sung beautiful songs. Not only were
the attendees entertained, but they were served an
abundant amount of delicious food. This was a
celebration that will never be forgotten. The Arc
would like to thank everyone for all the support
we had from the community.

Thanksgiving Feast 

Jasper
First
Methodist
Church
Clothes
Closet
pushed up 

Christmas Eve falls
on the regularly
scheduled fourth
Saturday for the
Jasper First
Methodist Church
Clothes
Closet. Therefore,
the Clothes Closet
has been pushed up
and will be open on
Dec. 17 from 1 - 5
p.m. There are
clothes for the entire
family and there is
never a charge. We
hope you all have a
safe and blessed hol-
iday.
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We pay cash $300 & up
 Cash for junk vehicles

No Title Necessary
Licensed ~ We also buy any 

kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup
Open 7 days a week

CALL JUNK JOE

386-867-1396

 TOWN OF JENNINGS
 FAIR HOUSING NOTICE 

 It is policy of the Town Council of the Town of Jennings to promote, through fair, orderly and lawfu l 
 procedure the opportunity for each person so desiring to obtain housing of such person’s choice in 
 the town without regard to race, religion, color, ancestry, national origin, sex, familial status, m arital 
 status, handicap or age, and that, to that end, to prohibit discrimination in housing by any person.

 The Town Manager is authorized to implement the Town’s fair housing policy, as contained in 
 Ordinance Number 90-2, as may be amended, in accordance with state and federal laws. This 
 ordinance is available for public inspection at the Office of Town Clerk, Jennings Town Hall, 1199 
 Hamilton Avenue, Jennings, Florida 32053, during normal business hours Monday - Friday from 
 7:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

 A written complaint of any local fair housing discrimination should be made to the Town Manager, 
 P.O. Box 209, Jennings, Florida 32053. The written complaint must be received within 60 days of the 
 alleged occurrence. An investigation will be conducted within 30 days of receipt of the complaint an d 
 a determination of probable cause will be generated. If there is cause to believe discrimination too k 
 place, the Town Manager will attempt to conciliate the parties. 

 Any aggrieved person may also file a complaint of a fair housing discrimination act with the 
 following State and/or Federal agencies:

 Florida Commission on Human Relations
 325 John Knox Road, Bldg. F., Suite 240

 Tallahassee, FL 32303-4149
 Toll-Free Telephone: 1-800-342-8170

 or 

 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
 451 Seventh Street, S.W.
 Washington, D.C. 20410

 Toll-Free Telephone:  1-800-424-8590

 For further information, or to register a fair housing complaint, please contact Mr. Billy Snipes, 
 Town Manager, at 386-938-4131. 

 The Town of Jennings is a Fair Housing, Handicap Accessible, Equal Employment 
 Opportunity Jurisdiction

 710764dsv

Price includes fabric & labor. 
More than 300 fabrics to select from!

Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
new padding added to entire piece.

New cushion foam is extra if needed.

NO Seconds • NO Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

1-850-973-6006 OR 1-850-973-4667

December Special

“I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

710012gav

Sofa & Chair 
Upholstered in 

any
fabric we stock!

$48900

sentation. 
Betty A. Lawrence,

the new director of the
Suwannee River Re-
gional Library System,
presented Bembry with
a plaque in honor of his
support of Florida li-
braries. This is the sec-
ond year in a row that
Bembry has received
this honor.
In a press release

from the Florida Library
Association, it was stat-
ed that without state
aid it would be impossi-
ble to offer quality li-
brary services to Hamil-
ton County citizens.
Lawrence explained

that Danny Hales, the
previous director who
recently retired, was
unable to be there for
the presentation be-
cause he was out of
town.

“He really wanted to
be here,” Lawrence told
Bembry. “Even though
he’s retired, he would
want to be the one to do
[the honors].”
Lawrence said she

was proud to be a part
of the SRRL system.
“I’ve been in a lot of

different places, worked
in a lot of libraries, and
you have a stellar li-
brary system here, how-
ever small it is,”
Lawrence told the
crowd. “This is really a
wonderful asset to this
community.”
After the presentation

of the plaque, Bembry
gave a short speech re-
calling his first experi-
ence with libraries as a
young man of 12 or 13
and a woman named
Ms. Leslie.
“I can remember the

day that she took a few
minutes to sit down

and just kind of opened
my eyes to the library
and what was there. It
was a learning process
for her because she was
teaching and it was a
life experience for me,”
said Bembry. “Shortly
thereafter I began to do
a great deal more read-
ing. Then I, all of a sud-
den, realized just how
big this world is that we
live in. We could sit in
that chair and go all
over the world.”
Bembry said one of

the arguments he used
in the Legislature to
keep state funding in-
tact was the fact that
there is nothing that ini-
tiates and encourages
education like a good li-
brary system. 
“One of these days

people are going to re-
alize that’s the case and
they’re going to spend
the kind of dollars on

our library system that
it justifies,” Bembry
said. “There’s no prob-
lem with justifying ex-
penditures for our li-
brary systems. It will
justify itself,” he added.
Small libraries in

small communities, Be-
mbry said, are used a
lot more often than big-
ger libraries in large
cities, especially after
school lets out.
“That’s the way it

ought to be,” he said.
“It means so much to
these small communi-
ties.”
Bembry said it has

been a fight every year
to keep state aid to li-
braries intact and again
in 2011 it came down to
the 11th hour before the
measure was passed. 
“Bottom line,” Bem-

bry said, “It needed to
be done and we got it
accomplished.”

Bembry stated he has
been to many libraries
in the state of Florida
and he has met many li-
brary employees, in-
cluding Barbara Jones,
the manager of the
Jasper Public Library. 
“There are a lot of

folks who have Bar-
bara’s position and do
what you do,” he said
to Jones. “I absolutely
take my hat off to you
and the job you have
accomplished. It takes a
tremendous level of
dedication to do what
you do, and when you
get home at night you
have to have a real
good feeling.”
Jones said she enjoys

what she does.
“It’s like every other

job,” she said. “You
have good days and
bad days, but you learn
a lot and you meet peo-
ple.”

Many folks, Jones
said, come off the inter-
state and stop in at the
library to get travel di-
rections to Disney
World or other tourist
destinations, and that it
isn’t just the locals who
use their library re-
sources. Then, she said,
you get to meet the new
folks in town because
the first place they go
after the grocery store is
the library to sign up
for a library card.
Before being rushed

off to another recogni-
tion ceremony at Lee
Public Library in Madi-
son, Bembry’s wife Su-
san confirmed that
Leonard Bembry is run-
ning for U.S. Congress
in 2012 from Florida’s
2nd District. He will be
challenging Rep. Steve
Southerland, R-Panama
City, who currently
holds the position.

Bembry accepts library award
Continued From Page 1A

Suwannee River Regional Library Director Betty Lawrence, from
left; Susan Bembry, Florida Representative Leonard L. Bembry,
D-Greenville, and Jasper Public Library manager Barbara
Jones. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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It’s going to be a Story-
time Christmas in Live
Oak. That is the theme
for the 27th Annual
Christmas on the Square,
presented by the Suwan-
nee County Chamber of
Commerce. Festivities
will begin Saturday, Dec.
3 at 8 a.m., with the arts
and crafts show that has
grown to become an an-
nual highlight for North
Florida and South Geor-
gia. The Arts and Crafts
Show, along with live
entertainment, food and
drink vendors, games
and Santa Land will con-
tinue until 4 p.m.
An antique and classic
car and truck show
sponsored by the Live
Oak Fire Department
will take place down-
town from 9 a.m. until 3
p.m. Although there will
be no trophies awarded
in this show, there will
be no entry fee either.
The LOFD asks those en-
tering the show to carry
a $10 toy suitable for
children up to 12 years of
age. The car and truck
show is being held to
help Sparky’s Kids have
a better Christmas.
Another highlight of
Christmas on the Square
is the annual Christmas

A Storytime Christmas
27th Annual Christmas on the Square is Saturday, Dec. 3

What’s Christmas on the Square without Santa? Visit him during
Christmas on the Square. Staff photos

Parade route
The Annual Christmas Lights Parade will begins at 6 p.m. The lighted pa-
rade always generates excitement and ignites the Spirit of Christmas
throughout the community.
The Storytime Christmas Parade is sure to live up to expectations. This
year’s parade route begins at the Suwannee Elementary School on South
Ohio Avenue and travels north. From Ohio Avenue, the parade will make a
left onto West Howard Street and then make a left onto Houston Avenue be-
fore concluding at Paul Langford Stadium.
The Grand Marshal for this year’s parade will be Roy Crain of Live Oak
Pest Control.

Lights Parade, which be-
gins at 6 p.m. The light-
ed parade always gener-
ates excitement and ig-
nites the Spirit of Christ-
mas throughout the
community. The Story-
time Christmas Parade is
sure to live up to expec-
tations. This year’s pa-
rade route begins at the
Suwannee River Region-
al Library on South Ohio

Avenue and travels
north. From Ohio Av-
enue, the parade will
travel west on Howard
Street and conclude at
Paul Langford Stadium.
Everyone is encour-
aged to come out and
join in the festivities,
take advantage of local
shopping and fellowship
with friends and neigh-
bors. 
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