
By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Jasper City Park had some spe-
cial visitors on Friday, Sept. 30 and
it was all for a good cause, to help
raise funds for new uniforms for
the Hamilton County High School
baseball team. A huge crowd
turned out on this gorgeous after-

noon and
for a
mere $6
they
walked
away
with a

bountiful lunch of chicken and
rice, green beans, a drink and a
brownie.

“You can’t beat it,” County Clerk
Greg Godwin said.

Godwin was there doing his part
by helping to serve the food.

Head varsity baseball coach Bob-
by Eason was on hand to oversee
the fundraiser, while Ruby Shaw
was busy being the cook for the
day. 

“I figured we’d get started on
our fundraiser for spring,” Eason
said. “We’ll probably do another
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Town of White Springs now has three
more historic sites included in the U.S. Na-
tional Register of Historic Places with the
addition of two homes and the current New
Bethel AME Church.

“I couldn’t be more pleased that our com-
munity has taken this step forward in recog-
nizing the unique and fascinating history of
White Springs,” said Tracy Woodard, His-
toric Society Secretary/Treasurer and Chair
of the White Springs Historic Preservation
Agency.

The Town of White Springs is rich with
history, dating back to the 1530s when Span-
ish explorers first arrived in Florida and en-
countered the Timucuan Indians living
along the banks of the Suwannee River.
Much has happened since that time and on
Sept. 19, 1997 the White Springs Historic
District was placed in the U.S. National Reg-
ister of Historic Places through efforts of the
White Springs Historic Preservation Society.

The historic district is roughly bounded
by River, First, Suwannee, and Hewitt
streets, CR 25A, US 81 and Suwannee Road,
covering about 1,200 acres and over 80 dif-
ferent buildings, sites and objects. At a re-
cent city council meeting in September, it
was announced that three more
buildings/sites were added to the register,
one of which is a bit unusual.

The two homes that were added were
built before 1904. One is painted blue and
the other is painted yellow. They sit on op-
posing corners of Roberts (US 41) and Jewett
Streets. The site where the current New
Bethel AME Church now sits on the corner
of Spring Street (US 41) and Adams Memor-
ial Drive was also added to the register.

In case you're confused, US 41 runs
through the town of White Springs, and de-
pending where you are along the highway,
it may be referred to as Spring Street or
Roberts Street as you travel through the his-
toric district.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

It's rock & roll time for
Relay for Life of Hamilton
County. The theme this
year is Hamilton Rocks!
Everyone is invited to the
Kick-Off Party at the Jasper
Civic Center at 1129 4th St.
on Monday, Oct. 17 at 5:30
p.m. There will be door

By Corey Davis
corey.davis@gaflnews.com

Have the urge to talk
some politics? Listen to
the debut of TALK TEA. 

The inaugural talk show
will air tonight and every
Thursday night from 6-7
p.m. on WJHC Talk 107.5
FM. If you want to phone
in and share your opinion
or thoughts call 386-792-
1075.  

The host of the show is
John Burford, who has

Submitted  

This fall, in celebration of National School
Lunch Week October 10-14, Hamilton School
District is hosting “School Lunch – Let’s Grow
Healthy” a campaign to help students under-
stand where their food comes from and to get
excited about healthy school lunch choices.  

The campaign, which also coincides with
National Farm to School Month, will put a
spotlight on the Florida sourced foods served
in Hamilton County schools. Please contact
your child’s school for menu and meal times.
The adult meal price for lunch is $3.25 at the el-
ementary Schools and $3.50 at the high school.

Serving more than 31 million children every
school day, the federally-funded National
School Lunch Program (NSLP) provides nutri-
tionally balanced, healthy meals. The pro-
gram, which has been serving the nation's chil-
dren for over 60 years, requires school meals to
meet federal nutrition standards.

Meals are based on the Dietary Guidelines
for Americans, meaning they contain no more
than 30 percent of calories from fat, and less
than 10 percent from saturated fat. 

School lunches include fruits and vegeta-
bles, grains and proteins, as well as milk, and
they must provide one-third of the recom-
mended dietary allowances of protein, Vita-

Hamilton
Rocks!

Relay for Life
preparations
underway

New talk
show
coming
to WJHC 

TALK TEA, a new political show
staring John Burford, will pre-
miere tonight from 6-7 p.m. on
WJHC 107.5 FM. 
- Photo: Corey Davis 

3 sites in
White

Springs
make history

The Canfield-Gonzalez home on Roberts Street (US41) and Jewett Street in White Springs.

The Leavitt home on Roberts Street (US41) and Jewett Street in White Springs.

New Bethel AME Church on Spring Street and Adams Memorial Drive in White Springs.
- Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Chicken and rice for a good cause

Folks stand in line for some delicious chicken and rice.  - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

“School Lunch – 
Let’s Grow Healthy”
Teaching Hamilton
school students how
healthy foods are grown

SEE HAMILTON, PAGE 2A

SEE NEW, PAGE 2A

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 2A

SEE 3 SITES, PAGE 2A

SEE CHICKEN, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Come join the all-day
festivities at the 40th An-
nual Hamilton County
Fair today, Oct. 6, at the
Hamilton County Arena
in Jasper. The entrance to
the arena is located at 165
Robin Ave., just off Mar-

County
fair is
today

SEE 40TH, PAGE 2A
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According to
Woodard, the Leavitt
home and the Canfield-
Gonzalez home quali-
fied under four of eight
criteria that determine
eligibility for placement
in the White Springs Lo-
cal Register. They were
built as quarters for two
key employees of the RJ
and BF Camp Lumber
Mill, which operated be-
tween 1897 and 1904.
John Council (Buddy)
Camp, in his memoir,
“Those Were the Days”,
stated that his grandfa-
ther Benjamin Franklin
Camp built the Leavitt
home for Willie
Williams, a member of
the extended Virginia
Camp family, who came
to work in White
Springs. The Canfield-
Gonzalez house,
Woodard said, was built
for an unnamed em-
ployee. 

“There were many
more ‘mill houses’ built,
but they have been lost
to time and change,”
said Woodard.

The criteria they met
were: 1) It is identified
with a person or persons
who significantly con-
tributed to the develop-
ment of the Town;  2) It
has distinguishing char-
acteristics of an architec-
tural style valued for the
study of a period,
method of construction,
or use of indigenous
materials; 3) Its charac-
ter is a geographically
definable area possess-
ing a significant concen-
tration or continuity of
sites, buildings, objects,
or structures united in
past events or aestheti-
cally by plan or physical
development; and 4) its
character is an estab-
lished and geographi-
cally definable neigh-
borhood, united in ar-
chitectural style, or

physical plan and devel-
opment. 

The New Bethel AME
church, Woodard said,
was not identified in the
1996 survey. However,
it is the original site of
the church, which has
been in existence since
1889 when the congre-
gation used a house on
the property from that
point up until 1909.
Therefore, the property
itself qualifies as a local
historic site. 

“The building there
now was built in 1973
and does not qualify as a
historic building, since
that honor is reserved
for buildings and struc-
tures at least 50 years
old,” said Woodard.
“New Bethel AME was
listed by the White
Springs Town Council
upon the recommenda-
tion of the White
Springs Historic Preser-
vation Agency in their
September meeting.”

The criteria to qualify
were: 1) Its value is a
significant reminder of
the cultural or archeo-
logical heritage of the
Town, state or nation. 2)
Its location is a site of
significant local, state or
national event.  3) It is
identified with a person
or persons who signifi-
cantly contributed to the
development of the
Town. 

“The African
Methodist Episcopal
Church underwent
tremendous growth in
the late 1880s,”
Woodard stated. “White
Springs’ congregation
began in that time.”

African Americans of
White Springs overcame
great odds and acquired
property on which they
could meet, worship
and build a sanctuary,
Woodard explained.
Among past members
and officers of New
Bethel AME Church, she

said, were John Graham,
White Springs’ first
African American May-
or; Noah Bennett, the
first black agricultural
agent; Willie Guy Turn-
er, first African Ameri-
can council member,
Mrs. Pauline Anderson
and Mrs. Sadie Turner,
teachers; Prof. E.W. Gra-
ham, principal at Carver
School; Barbara
Thomas, first black
county nurse; Jake
Bradley and Bernard
Williams, past town
council members.

“We’ve seen good
times and bad here, but
our people are match-
less for their ability to
thrive,” Woodard said.
“Our Local Historic
Register is a celebration
of our buildings, sites
and people of the past.
Hopefully, we will be
mindful of them and
their legacy as we live
here, building upon the
past to meet our future.”

3 sites in White Springs make history
Continued From Page 1A

one in November.
We’re trying to raise
money for uniforms.”

“They had a better
turnout than what they
thought they were go-
ing to have,” Godwin
said. 

So, if you missed this
lunch, make sure you
catch the next one in
November to help sup-
port the HCHS baseball
team.

Chicken
and rice 
Continued From Page 1A

prizes and refreshments,
so RSVP soon.

Make plans now to at-
tend the kick-off party
so you can learn what
Relay for Life is all about
and how you can make a
difference. Don't forget
to wear purple to the
party and while you're
there, find out how to
form a team or how to
become a sponsor. It will
be an enjoyable and
memorable time for all
who participate.

Relay for Life of
Hamilton County will
be walking in April to
commemorate family,
friends, neighbors and
others who are battling
cancer and to remember
those who have lost the
fight, as well as to cele-
brate those who have
conquered the disease.

For more information
or to reserve a spot for
you and your friends,
send an email to
sas55@windstream.net
o r
dbc1@windstream.net.
You may also call 386-
938-4293 or 386-938-
5306. And
remember...Hamilton
Rocks!

Hamilton
Rocks!
Continued From Page 1A

lived in Hamilton
County for six years
and is a Vietnam vet, a
former traveling sales-
man and a published
author (Mil History).     

“My first tea party
rally was April 15, 2009
in Valdosta,” Burford
said.  “We have had a
few rallies in Lake Park

and we are members of
Tea Party Patriots,
Freedom Works and
the Tea Party network
in Florida.” 

Burford will bring his
conservative views to
the show, two of the
three areas he will cov-
er in this first show are
presidential hopeful
Herman Cain and wind
power green energy.  

TALK TEA will now
join the 107.5 FM lineup
which also consists of
The Press Box sports
show every Monday
and Wednesday from
6-7 p.m, The Vin Baxter
Philosophy Show every
Tuesday from 6-7 p.m.,
Hamilton County foot-
ball every Friday from
7-10 p.m., the Florida
High School Football

Scoreboard Show from
10-midnight every Fri-
day and the Sunday
Morning Train gospel
show from 9-11 a.m.
hosted by Deacon
Jerome Carter.

107.5 FM weekly line-
up

Monday-The Press
Box (6-7 p.m.)

Tuesday-The Vin

Baxter show (6-7 p.m.)
W e d n e s d a y - T h e

Press Box 96-7 p.m.)
Thursday-TALK TEA

(6-7 p.m.)
F r i d a y - H a m i l t o n

County football (7-10
p.m.), Scoreboard show
(10-midnight)

S u n d a y - S u n d a y
Morning Train (9-11
a.m.) 

New talk show coming to WJHC 
Continued From Page 1A

min A, Vitamin C, iron,
calcium and calories. 

Meals are served in
age-appropriate serving
sizes meaning you get
the amount of food that
your body needs. 

The “School Lunch –
Let’s Grow Healthy”
campaign is sponsored
by the non-profit School
Nutrition Association
and the Milk Processors
Education Program
(MilkPEP) to highlight
all the components of
well balanced school
meals.  The campaign
features fun activity
sheets and parent hand-
outs.

For more information
about healthy school
meals, visit
www.TrayTalk.org. 

“School
Lunch – 
Let’s Grow
Healthy”
Continued From Page 1A

tin Luther King Drive.
It will be a fun-filled

day beginning at 8
a.m. and ending after
the pig scramble at 9
p.m.

Swine show exhibit
check-ins are from 8
a.m. to 10 a.m.

The swine show it-
self will start at 2 p.m,
followed by the horse
show at 4 p.m.

There is no need to

go home for supper
because you can feast
on barbecued Boston
butt pork, baked
beans, coleslaw, bread
and tea for just $6 a
plate beginning at 5
p.m.

The 4-H Dog Show
starts at 5:30 and the
swine sale will com-
mence at 7 p.m., fol-
lowed by the pig
scramble at 9 p.m.

Bring the whole fam-
ily for an enjoyable

day at the Hamilton
County Fair. 

The Hamilton Coun-
ty Fair Association
wants to thank all the
contributors and spon-
sors who have made
this event possible. 

County fair is today
Continued From Page 1A

Head varsity baseball coach Bobby Eason (left) oversees the fundraiser as Ms. Ruby Shaw
prepares more chicken and rice. See story Page 1A. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor  

HCHS Baseball fundraiser



I am happy to start off
October’s report with some
really great news.  The
Town of White Springs is
one of seven cities in the
State of Florida that will re-
ceive a COP’S grant.  What
that means to us is that we
will be adding another offi-
cer to the Department.
This grant is very com-

petitive and I cannot stress
enough the effort and hard
work that went in to writ-
ing it.  I assigned that par-
ticular task to Lt Ro-
driquenz and she did an
outstanding job with it.
That being said it was a to-
tal team effort on the part
of the Town Staff.  This
grant requires a lot of re-
search and information.  I
probably averaged at least
one hour a day in meetings
with Mr Townsend, Ms
Heath and Ms Tomlinson
getting the information I
needed.  Each time they
would drop what they were
doing and assist me with
what I needed.  I cannot
thank them enough.
Now I have to come

down off my cloud and get
to business.  Many of you
have been victims of vehi-
cle burglaries lately.  While
these types of crimes are
hard to solve and prosecute

they are not impossible.  I
am going to pass on a list of
suggestions to combat
these crimes and if every-
one will chip in I am posi-
tive they will decrease and
so will the loss of property.
1.     Lock your car.  If

you feel you would rather
leave it unlocked to avoid
damage to it then do not
leave valuables in it such as
cameras, jewelry, cash or
important papers.
2.     NEVER LEAVE

YOUR FIREARM IN
YOUR VEHCILE: A
firearm left in an unsecured
vehicle is a crime in the
State of Florida.  You can
also be civilly liable if that
firearm is taken from an
unlocked car and used to
injure someone.  I am a
firm believer in the right to
bear arms but that right
comes with a lot of respon-
sibility.

3.     Remember the
things you learned at the
Neighborhood Watch meet-
ings.  Keep notes on pedes-
trian traffic.  If you see
something unusual call it
in.  It may not mean much
at the time but over a peri-
od of time it could be very
important.

In closing let me remind
you that I am here if you
need me.  Please feel free
to contact me.

Chief Ken Brookins
386-397-2222

kbrookins@white-
springsfl.us
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mock Loop Trail was designed and constructed by mem-
bers of the Suwannee Bicycle Association, a local not for
profit bicycle organization, who will be on site to provide
ride guides and special trips during the grand opening. 
Catfish Hole, the Suwannee River Overlook, “Beavor

Crossing” (no, it’s not misspelled) and other unique areas
along this scenic trail will provide visitors with an exclu-
sive adventure throughout the upper Suwannee river val-
ley’s diverse topography.  Beavor Crossing is named after
Tony Beavor, Suwannee Bike’s hard working, hard riding
trail master.  Tony and all the SBA member’s work means
more recreational opportunities for White Springs and it’s
an economic benefit too because people from all over cre-
ation come to hike and bike and canoe here.   Thanks
SBA!  We appreciate you!
This time of year another amazing thing happens annu-

ally in White Springs that can’t be found anywhere else in
a small town like ours.  I’m happy to hear each year from
folks who, having discovered this event, say they will nev-
er miss it again.  I’m talking about the annual Jeanie and
Stephen Ball and Vocal Auditions at the Stephen Foster
Park.  On Friday, Oct. 7, at 8PM there will be a concert
featuring the winners of last year’s Jeanie and Stephen vo-
cal scholarship competition.  This evening program is ad-
mission free.  On Saturday at 10 AM the competition be-
gins and, wearing period ball gowns and tuxedos, each
participant will sing one song composed by Stephen Fos-
ter, and two songs of their choice written by American
composers. Throughout the weekend the historically for-
mal attire is worn by the contestants in keeping with the
theme of the event, which is named for a song Stephen
Foster wrote about his wife, “Jeanie with the Light Brown
Hair.” The event is a tribute to Foster, a 19th century com-
poser who wrote some of America’s best-known songs, in-
cluding, “Oh! Susanna” and “Beautiful Dreamer.”   This
event is a treat for the eyes and the ears and you will en-
joy it.

Back when I used to
say that summer
was my favorite

time of year, things were
different.  We didn’t have
air conditioning when I was
growing up so perhaps I
was better acclimated to the
hot and humid weather that
summers always bring to
North Florida.  I loved to

The White Springs First Baptist Church has been here
since 1898!  They invite you to help them celebrate their
113th year in White Springs with a homecoming service
this Sunday, Oct. 9 at 10:30 AM.  The guest speaker will
be the Reverend Virgil Lovett.
Another significant church event this Sunday takes

place at the White Springs Long Branch Congregational
Methodist Church located about four miles out the Wood-
pecker Route, Hwy 135.  Mr. E.V. Stormant will be pre-
senting a talk on the history of the church and the White
Springs area at the 11AM Church service.  Mr. Stormant
is 97 years old and he knows a thing or two about our his-
tory so this should be a very rewarding experience.
Loving good music as I do, another thing I like about

this time of year is the White Springs Folk Club perfor-
mances at the Telford hotel.  Last month’s session was a
full house and was enjoyed by one and all.  This month’s
concert on Saturday, Oct. 15th, features “Mean Mary”, an
extraordinarily talented Nashville recording artist, origi-
nally from Florida.  Mean Mary is a superb vocalist, gui-
tarist, fiddler, and what she does playing a banjo borders
on the impossible!  She is an endorsing artist for Deering
Banjos!  When she is not laboring on her Nashville TV
show, producing music for herself and other artists, pro-
ducing shows and videos, or co-writing a novel trilogy
about the music world, she is constantly touring and we
are her next stop!  Once again, musical variety and excel-
lence come to White Springs.  The concert will take place
on Saturday, Oct 15th, 7:30PM at the Telford Hotel.
Reservations are recommended; call 386-269-0056. 
Once again, I’ve said enough.  I’d love to hear from you

and I hope to see you out and about, enjoying life in White
Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

swim and water ski and go to the beach, all activities that
summer weather was perfect for and, alas, I was much
younger then and perhaps better able to stand working or
playing in the heat all day.  A very few hours of either
work or play in the summer heat seems sufficient now and
this cooler weather is so much more invigorating, so I
have decided on a new favorite time of year and its every
season but summer!
The cool nights and breezy days are wonderful opportu-

nities to enjoy some outdoors activities and if you like to
take long walks in the woods or go on an adventuresome
bike ride, you might wish to attend the Grand Opening of
a new 8-mile hiking and mountain biking trail on Saturday
October 8, 2011 at the Stephen Foster Park.  A ribbon cut-
ting will highlight the grand opening at 10am and the trail
will be open for the first time at this event.  Foster’s Ham-
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Enter all categories with $5 entry fee:
Best Trick

Best Costume
Most Adorable

Oldest
Youngest

Registration Begins at 4:30 p.m. Show begins at
5:30 p.m. Call (386) 792-1276 for more informa-
tion.
Dog Show will be held Thursday, Oct. 6, 2011 at

the Hamilton County Arena, 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Open to all Hamilton County Youth ages 8-18,
Membership in 4-H is not required.

The Brown and Johnson
families would like to
thank the community for
the heartfelt sympathy
shown during the loss of
our beloved Marie J.
Brown. Words cannot ex-
press our sincere gratitude
and appreciation for the
love which was extended to
us. 

A special thank you goes
out to the staff and leader-
ship of Hamilton Correc-
tional Institution; Jesus the
Living Word of Deliver-
ance Church; and the staff
of Haven Hospice in Lake
City, Florida.

The Brown and Johnson
families

Hamilton County
4-H Dog Show

Thank You

Police Chief Monthly Report

The Suwannee River Re-
gional Library now offers
online access to the Testing
and Education Reference
Center (TERC).
TERC is free of charge to

all SRRL patrons and offers
everything from college prep
to careers and beyond.
TERC can be accessed any-
where there is Internet using
your library card @
www.neflin.org/srrl.
TERC includes practice

tests and e-books for over
300 different examinations.
Users will find high-school
test prep for GED, SAT,

ACT, FCAT, Advanced
Placement and more. Career-
oriented test prep includes
online practice tests for law
enforcement, Civil Service,
nursing programs, military
aptitude including ASVAB,
and licensure exams includ-
ing real estate. 
To learn more about

TERC and what the program
offers, you can visit the
SRRL’s homepage @
www.neflin.org/srrl or call
the Jasper Library (386) 792-
2285, Jennings Library (386)
938-1143, or White Springs
Library (386) 397-1389.

Are you preparing for the GED, ACT,
Corrections Officer, or other exams?

The Hamilton County
Veteran Service office
announces the 2011

Hamilton County Veteran
Day Observance will take

place on Nov. 11, at 11
a.m. in front of the county

courthouse. The guest
speaker will be Lt. Colonel

(US Army, Retired) Jim
Hudgins. Everyone is

invited to attend.
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OPINION

Politicians who are principled
enough to point out the fraud of So-
cial Security, referring to it as a lie
and Ponzi scheme, are under siege.
Acknowledgment of Social Security's
problems is not the same as calling
for the abandonment of its recipients.
Instead, it's a call to take actions now,
while there's time to avert a disaster.
Let's look at it.

The term was derived from the
scheme created during the 1920s by
Charles Ponzi, a poor but enterprising
Italian immigrant. Here's how it
works. You persuade some people to
give you their money to invest. After
a while, you pay them a nice return,
but the return doesn't come from in-
vestments. What you pay them with
comes from the money of other peo-
ple whom you've persuaded to "in-
vest" in your scheme. The scheme
works so long as you can persuade
greater and greater numbers of peo-
ple to "invest" so that you can pay off
earlier "investors." After a while,
Ponzi couldn't find enough new in-
vestors, and his scheme collapsed. He
was convicted of fraud and sent to
prison.

The very first Social Security check
went to Ida May Fuller in 1940. She

paid just $24.75
in Social Security
taxes but collect-
ed a total of
$22,888.92 in
benefits, getting
back all she put
into Social Secu-
rity in a month.
According to a
Congressional
Research Service report titled "Social
Security Reform" (October 2002), by
Geoffrey Kollmann and Dawn
Nuschler, workers who retired in
1980 at age 65 got back all they put
into Social Security, plus interest, in
2.8 years. Workers who retired at age
65 in 2002 will have to wait a total of
16.9 years to break even. For those re-
tiring in 2020, it will take 20.9 years.
Workers entering the labor force to-
day won't live long enough to get
back even half of what they will put
into Social Security. Social Security
faces Ponzi's problem, not enough
new "investors." In 1940, there were
160 workers paying into Social Securi-
ty per retiree; today there are only 2.9
and falling.

Some politicians claim that Social
Security has a huge trust fund and is

in good health.
An uniformed
public and a
derelict news me-
dia don't chal-
lenge that lie.
Back in August,
politicians were in
a tizzy over rais-
ing the federal
debt limit. In an

effort to frighten seniors, President
Barack Obama said in a CBS inter-
view, "I cannot guarantee that those
checks go out on Aug. 3 if we haven't
resolved this issue, because there may
simply not be the money in the cof-
fers to do it." Here's how we reveal
the trust fund lie: According to the
Social Security Administration, it has
a trust fund with $2.6 trillion in it. If
those were real assets, then the Social
Security Administration could have
mailed checks out regardless of what
Congress did about the debt limit.
The reality is that the Social Security
trust fund consists of government
IOUs that have no real value at all
and probably are not even worth the
paper upon which they are printed.

I believe that a person who is 65
years old and has been forced into So-

cial Security is owed something. But
the question is, Who owes it to him?
Congress has spent every penny of
his Social Security "contribution."
Young workers have no obligation to
be fleeced in order to make up for the
dishonesty and dereliction of Con-
gress. The tragedy is that most seniors
just want their money and couldn't
care less about whom Congress takes
it from.

Here's what might be a temporary
fix: The federal government owns
huge quantities of wasting assets --
assets that are not producing any-
thing -- 650 million acres of land, al-
most 30 percent of the land area of
the United States. In exchange for
those who choose to opt out of Social
Security and forsake any future claim,
why not pay them off with 40 or so
acres of land? Doing so would give us
breathing room to develop a free
choice method to finance retirement.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Social Security disaster
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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The Hamilton County High School Junior Class in-
vites you to attend the 2011 Miss HCHS Pageant on
Saturday, October 8th at 6 p.m. in the Hamilton

County High School Auditorium. Admission is $5
for Adults, $3 for students, and children 3 and under
will receive free admission.

The White Springs Folk Club
Exceptional Music, Exceptional People 

Saturday October 15, 7:30PM
Telford Hotel, River Street

White Springs, FL
mckenziew@windstream.net

Suggested Donation 12.50 per person, includes re-
freshments at intermission

Extraordinarily talented Nashville recording
artist, vocalist, guitarist, fiddler, and what she does
with a banjo borders on impossible.   She is an en-
dorsing artist for Deering Banjos!

When she is not laboring on her Nashville  TV
show, producing music for herself and other artists,
producing shows and videos, or co-writing a novel
trilogy about the music world, she is constantly tour-
ing.  

We are her next stop! 
Once again, musical variety and excellence, ac-

companied by personal talent and class, comes to
White Springs. 

She has recorded 12 CD’s, her newest being
WALK A LITTLE WAYS WITH ME. 

Check her out on YOUTUBE.
Reservations are strongly suggested.
Email mckenziew@windstream.net with the num-

ber and just pay when you show.
Thanks for the great raffle prizes and your contin-

ued support!

MEAN MARY
IS COMING TO TOWN!

2011 Miss Hamilton County High School Pageant

2011 Miss HCHS contestants pictured L to R (Back Row): Karley Barnard, Madihah Tomoney, Nola Baltazar, Leah Morgan, Paige

Fenneman, Brooke Burnam & Mikayla Byrd. (Front Row): Tiffany Vickers, Davanea Melvin, Holly Crutchfield & Brandi Padgett.

2011 Junior Miss HCHS contestants pictured L to R: Regina Carson, LaeLonnie Allen, Olivia Cohen, Cheyenne Godby, Shakira

Blackshear, Amber Lunsford, Brianna Capozzi & Maisia Daniels. Not pictured: Madison Brantley & Kassie Land
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 695687jrv

 We pay cash $275 & up
  Cash for junk vehicles

 No Title Necessary
 Licensed ~ We also buy any 

 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

 644257-F

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School.......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship....................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study...............................7:00 p.m.

 644208-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 792-2275

 Pastor: Steve Shaw
 Sunday

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...................11:00 a.m.
 Childrenʼs Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training......................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship....................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting.......................7:00 p.m.
 Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry....7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Programs . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

 643869-F
 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH

 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 
  Jennings, FL 32053

 938-5611
  Pastor:Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School................................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.............................11:00 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Worship, Youth Happening, 
 RAʼs, GAʼs.........................................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper..............................................6:00 p.m.
 Prayer Meeting, Discipleship class for adults, 
 Youth actvities, Childrenʼs Choirs.....6:30 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 644209-F

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper

 Bldg.: 792-2277
 Sunday

 Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 644212-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School...............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship........................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Kidsʼ Program................................6:15 p.m.

 644236-F

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Louise 
 at 1-800-525-4182

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41

 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 644211-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258
 Pastor: Alexandria Hedrick

 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service...........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Prayer in Fellowship Hall...............9:00 a.m.
 Choir Practice................................7:00 p.m.

 644251-F

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:45 p.m.
 Choir Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 644232-F

 METHODIST

 692421-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 653958-F

Anna L. Cameron

Anna L.
Cameron, age
97, of Jennings,

Florida passed away
Monday, September 26,
2011 at South Georgia
Medical Center in Val-
dosta, Ga. Mrs. Cameron
was born on December
26, 1913 in Lesslie, South
Carolina to the late
James Wiley and Mary
Gettys Lesslie. She
taught school for a num-
ber of years at North
Hamilton Elementary
and Hamilton County
High School. Prior to her
teaching career she
worked for Dr. Mosley
and was widely known
for her weekly column
reporting the happen-
ings of Jennings and sur-
rounding areas for the
Jasper News. Mrs.
Cameron was a faithful
member of the Jennings
United Methodist
Church as long as her
health permitted. She
was preceded in death
by her husband, Roy
Livingston Cameron and
a granddaughter, Amy
Law. 
Survivors include two

daughters, Linda Law
and Leslie McCauley, of
Valdosta, GA.; three sis-
ters, Jennie Dodds,
Chester, S.C., Polly
Givens and Lavinia
Braswell, both of Colum-
bia, S.C.; 11 grandchil-
dren and 25 great grand-
children. Also surviving
Mrs. Cameron are broth-
er and sister-in-law, C.A.
and Mary Lou Camer-
son, Prosperity, S.C. and
sister-in-law, Claudia
Cameron, Marietta, GA.
Funeral services were

held at 2:00 P.M.
Wednesday, Sept. 28,
2011 at Jennings United
Methodist Church. Inter-
ment followed at Sassers
Landing Cemetery near
Jennings.
The family received

friends between the
hours of 5:00-7:00 P.M.
Tuesday, Sept. 27th at
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home in Jasper, FL.
In lieu of flowers, con-

tributions may be made
to Jennings United
Methodist Church, P.O. 

Earl McDonald

Earl McDonald,
age 65, of Jasper,
FL. passed away

peacefully in his sleep at
home Tuesday, Septem-
ber 27, 2011 following a
lengthy battle with can-
cer. Mr. McDonald was
born in St. Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania on January
30, 1946 to the late
Charles and Jean Mc-
Donald. Earl was a su-

perintendent in the con-
struction industry for a
number of years in the
Ft. Lauderdale area and
was past President of the
Coral Springs BMX
Track. In 2007 he moved
to Hamilton County
where he immediately
became active in the
community. He was a
member and former
Captain with the Cross-
roads Volunteer Fire De-
partment and was a
member of St. Therese
Catholic Church.
Survivors include his

wife of 41 years, Mar-
garet A. McDonald,
Jasper, FL.; two sons,
Brad McDonald (Ash-
ley), Wake Forest, N.C.,
and Curt McDonald (Re-
nee), Jennings, FL.; one
sister, Janet Pacelli,
Munhall, PA.; his moth-
er-in-law, Margaret J.
Braznai; six grandchil-
dren.
Funeral services were

held  Monday, Oct. 3,
2011 at St. Therese
Catholic Church in
Jasper.
Memorial contribu-

tions may be made to
Crossroads Volunteer
Fire Dept. 5769 SW CR
141, Jasper, FL. 32052.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home, Jasper, FL. was in
charge of arrangements.

Susan Strickland

Susan Strickland,
age 62, Jasper,
FL. passed away

early Friday morning,
Sept. 30, 2011 at Haven
Hospice in Lake City,
FL. Sue was born in
Jasper, FL. to the late
Willie (Bill) Strickland
and Gloria Rose Cribbs
Strickland. She was a
lifetime resident of
Jasper and was a home-
maker and member of
the First Baptist Church
in Jasper. 
Survivors include her

husband, Bobby Land;
one daughter Charlene
Christie, Jasper, FL.; one
brother, Charlie Frank
Strickland Sr., (Linda),
Live Oak, FL.; one sis-
ter, Hazel Strickland,
Jasper, FL.; step chil-
dren, Chasity Padgett,
Jasper, FL., Leanne Star-
ling, Sylvania, GA., and
Bobby Land II, Jasper,
FL.; one granddaughter
and six step-grandchil-
dren.
Funeral services were

held Sunday, October 2,
2011 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home with Pastor Steve
Redman officiating.  In-
terment followed in
Evergreen Cemetery.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Vickers announces the engagement
of their daughter, Ashley Lea Vickers to Jim Cassin O'-
Cain, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles O'Cain, Sr. 
Ashley is the granddaughter of Mrs. Flora Melton and

the late Elder Dan Melton and the late Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Vickers, Sr. 
Cassin is the grandson of the late Mr. and Mrs. William

Marvin O'Cain Jr. and the late William Reese Monfort and
late Annie Jewel Monfort.             
Ashley has earned an A.A degree from NFCC and is a

NCLE and ABO certified Optician.  She is presently en-
rolled at Valdosta State University studying Pre-Optome-
try. 
Cassin graduated with a B.A.S  degree in Electronics

Engineering from ITT Tech.  He is currently
employed with the Hamilton County School Board as a
sixth grade science teacher at North Hamilton Elementary.
The wedding is planned for November 11, 2011 at the

Jim Corbett Camp House in Jasper, Fla. Invitations are be-
ing sent. 
After a honeymoon cruise to Mexico the couple will re-

side in Jasper, Fla.

Stress.  We all experi-
ence it on various levels at
various times.  If you asked
a group of people ‘what is
stress’, you are likely to get
dozens of answers.  Stress
is essentially our body’s re-
action to a stressor, real or
perceived.  Good stress, or
eustress, is a positively per-
ceived stressor, and distress
any stress perceived to be
negative.  Both kinds of
stress put our bodies into
an excited state so we can
meet the challenges they
present to us.
Many times how stress

impacts us is a matter of
perception.  In the work-
place for example, people
are under the stress of ex-
pectations for performance
and competition from
coworkers.  If individuals
see the competition as mo-
tivating and perform on a
higher level, the stress has
positively affected them.
However, if the stress in
turn triggers extreme worry
and anxiety causing a de-
crease in performance, less
desirable results ensue(a
powerful example of how
perception influences reali-

ty mentally, emotionally,
and physiologically). 
Scientist Hans

Seyle(known as the father
of stress research) in 1936
introduced his General
Adaptation Theory stating
the body responds to any
external source of stress
with a predictable biologi-
cal pattern in an attempt to
restore the body’s internal
homeostasis characterized
by three distinct stages.
During the initial stage or
alarm phase, our first reac-
tion is recognizing stress
and preparing to deal with
it, known as fight or flight
response.  Hormones corti-
sol, adrenaline, and nona-
drenaline are released pro-
viding us with instant ener-
gy and a deadening effect
to pain.  During the follow-
ing stage, resistance, the
stress is resolved, and the
body begins to restore bal-
ance through repair, recov-
ery, and renewal.  Stage
three, Exhaustion, occurs if
this process is repeated
chronically over time, and
is very hazardous to your
health.
Chronic stressful states

have been linked to com-
promised immune system
function, high blood pres-
sure, blood clots, athero-
sclerosis, coronary artery
disease, heart attack, heart
failure, muscle tension and
pain, intensification of
arthritic effects, gastroe-
sophageal reflux
disease(GERD), stomach
ulcers, irritable bowel syn-
drome, ulcerative colitis,
sexual dysfunction, preg-
nancy complications, asth-
ma, chronic obstructive
p u l m o n a r y
disease(COPD), acne, pso-
riasis, frustration, inability
to focus, depression,
headaches and migraines,
insulin resistance, thyroid
dysfunction, increased
blood sugar, impaired col-
lagen formation and inter-
ruption in bone formation.
Wow, that’s quite a list!
The good news?  There

are many stress manage-
ment techniques to help us
minimize its harmful ef-
fects.  As you probably
guessed, exercise tops the
list.  When we exercise, we
metabolize stress hor-
mones, helping our bodies

to return to a calm relaxed
state.  Exercising to the
point of sweating for
around ten minutes has
very potent effects. 

Remember-awareness
is the first step.  Listen to
your body and mind.  No-
tice when you are feeling
higher levels of stress.
Does it continue into the
next day, week, or month?
Hans’ ominous words re-
mind us it is a necessity for
health to keep our stress
levels in check.
“Every stress leaves an

indelible scar, and the or-
ganism pays for its survival
after a stressful situation by
becoming a little older.”  ~
Hans Selye

-Beth Harris, CSCS
bethharrisfitness@

gmail.com

-Visitors will enjoy bik-
ing and hiking “Way down
Upon the Suwannee River”
-

WHITE SPRINGS – The
Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection’s
Stephen Foster Folk Cul-
ture Center State Park in-
vites visitors to celebrate
the Grand Opening of a
new 8-mile single track
mountain biking and hiking
trail on Saturday October 8,
2011.
A ribbon cutting will

highlight the grand opening
at 10am and the trail will be
open for the first time at
this event.  Foster’s Ham-
mock Loop Trail was de-

signed and constructed by
members of the Suwannee
Bicycle Association, a local
not for profit bicycle orga-
nization, who will be on
site to provide ride guides
and special trips during the
grand opening.
Catfish Hole, the Suwan-

nee River Overlook,
“Beavor Crossing” and
other unique areas along
this scenic trail will pro-
vide visitors with an exclu-
sive adventure throughout
the Upper Suwannee River
Valley’s diverse topogra-
phy.  Attached is a map
showing the new Foster’s
Hammock Loop Trail in-
cluding the existing multi
use trails within the park. 

For additional informa-
tion please call the park at
(386) 397-2733. To learn
more about the park, visit
www.FloridaStateParks.or
g/stephenfoster.
This event will take

place:

10 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011
Stephen Foster Folk Cul-

ture Center State Park
(Located on US 41, three

miles from I-75 and nine
miles from I-10)
White Springs, Florida

State Park to host grand opening of new trail

Healthy Living

Vickers - O’Cain engagement

Ashley Lea Vickers and Jim Cassin O'Cain



First this week, con-
gratulations to the Jim-
my Murphy Family on
being named the
Hamilton County 2011
Outstanding Farm Fam-
ily of the Year.  Every-
one is aware of the con-
tributions this family
makes to the farming
community, as well as
the entire community, it
will be good to let oth-
ers know of their ac-
complishments, looking
forward to the story in
the Suwannee Valley
Ag Scene coming later
this month.

Congratulations on
receiving this most de-
served recognition.

Not being able to at-
tend the Show and Din-
ner last Saturday
evening, cannot vouch
for the show but have
received excellent re-
ports on the perfor-
mance. I did receive a
plate of the delicious
food served, as usual it
was tops, we under-
stand the show was
outstanding, certainly
wish them success and
a good time on their
trip to competition, they
will certainly represent
Hamilton County RId-
ing Club, as well as the
entire community, with
their performance.  Our
best wishes go with the
group, we will be wish-
ing the best for you.

This weekend will be
another big one, Hamil-
ton County Fair Events
Day, this Thursday,
that's today Folks, hope
you get your JASPER
NEWS in time to be re-
minded.  Participants
will be checking in ear-
ly (8AM -
10AM) Thursday.  The
Swine Show begins at
2:00 PM< followed by a
horse show at 4 PM,
with BBQ supper (don't
we love to eat?) and
this is always SO
GOOD, starting at
5PM.  The dog show
will be 5:30 p.m. (4-H).
Swine Sale will begin
7PM Until - followed by

a pig scramble, where
the kids, small and
large, young and old-er,
wrestle with the pigs,
fun time for everyone
(maybe except for the
pigs). Hope you do not
get tired of my telling
you there is a lot to do
in Hamilton County - it
is always great just to
get together with
friends.

This past week I re-
ceived a treat of a jar of
mayhaw jelly (which I
dearly love) as a result
of a remark having
been made at a get-to-
gether earlier, it was
a special treat for my
breakfast each morning,
makes the coffee even
better.

Just learned that First
Baptist, Jasper is getting
ready for homecoming,
and former Pastor Troy
Varnum will be the
guest minister, we all
remember him and his
family, I especially re-
member when he first
arrived, his first wed-
ding here and I had
been asked to direct, it
was a very special time,
look forward to seeing
him and hopefully
some of his family.
They were very active
in the community.  I re-
member stopping in
Lake City at the down-
town sandwich shop
one day to pick up
something for my lunch
and someone came up
to me, it was Troy, and
he said he had just left
the dental office in
Jasper, we had a good
conversation there.

GET READY TO RE-
LAY - we will be bring-
ing information regular-
ly as the time grows
nearer - time has a way
of getting away and it
will be here soon. 

Got an email from
Cindy Eatmon last
week telling me the
"trees are here", they
were really looking
good, the U of F group
has planted the trees
and instructed local
City of Jasper as to the
care that is needed to
keep them "looking
good" and thriving.  It
will add so much as
people travel through
the city, it is our under-

standing that the same
will be taking place in
Jennings right away,
maybe by the time you
read this.  Won't it be
nice to have this com-
ing through our area,
maybe White Springs
also??

The Jasper Revitaliza-
tion Committee is
working hard and has
some good ideas on
things that can be done
to help make our area
more beautiful, we do
have much natural
beauty when it is taken
care of as needed.  They
need more help, if you
have ideas or can be  of
help, Cindy Bass or oth-
er member (will let you
know who they are) it
would be appreciated.

This Saturday would
be a good day to visit
the COMMUNITY
YARD SALE at the
Jasper Civic Center,
hours 8AM - 1 PM,
haven't been able to at-
tend one but under-
stand they are lot of fun
and special arts and
crafts - free admission.
Have a fun day.

Hope the weather
will be as nice as it is as
this copy is being writ-
ten. 

Yesterday I saw a
mama cat and a few kit-
tens strolling around
the area and I recalled
having seen the shadow
of a cat crawling
around one of the win-
dow sills of the apart-
ment shortly after I
moved here, and I men-
tioned this, then as I re-
turned to my apartment
I saw the cat going
around the corner, then
as I was writing this,
the same cat crawled
around the ledge out-
side my window, for-
give me for this person-
al note, but guess I will
be watching for this
(and I am not really
usually a cat lover).

So much of this, and
PLEASE let me have
some news FROM YOU
- and remember you are
all important to me and
I want to hear from
YOU.

Lillian Norris

norrislw@wind-

stream.net

386-792-2151
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Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

Hamilton Co. Fair Events Day
Thursday, Oct. 6, 2011 Hamilton
County Arena Schedule of events: 8-
10 am. Swine exhibits check in, 2
p.m. - shine show, 4 p.m. Horse
show, 5 p.m. - BBQ supper
($6/plate), 5:30-6:30 p.m. - 4-H Dog
Show, 7 p.m. - Swine Sale, 9 p.m. -
Pig Scramble

First Baptist Church celebrating
113th Homecoming
First Baptist church, White Springs
will be celebrating its 113th Home-
coming on Oct. 9. Dr. Virgil Lovett
will be the speaker, and his family
will provide special music. 
Services to begin at 10:30 a.m. with a
covered dish lunch to follow. There
will be no evening service.

Hamilton County School Board
Regular Meeting
Monday, Oct. 10, 6 p.m., School Dis-
trict Administration Complex,
Jasper.

White Springs HOPE Adult & Com-
munity Education Program
White Springs HOPE Adult & Com-
munity Education Program will of-
fer the following community educa-
tion classes this fall:
Sewing with a Simple Pattern, Tues-
days, 6-8 p.m., October 11-Nov. 1; 
Pinecone Wreaths, Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 12 noon, October 1; 
Introduction to Yoga, Wednesday,
October 12 at 9:30 a.m. or October 19
at 6 p.m.; 
White Springs Walking Group, Mon-
days, 8-9 a.m. from Sept. to Dec.; 
Cooking with Firewood,  Saturday,
October 8, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. or Nov.
5, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

October 11, 2011: Timberlake Prop-
erty Owners Association will hold
their monthly board meeting at 6
P.M. at 6677 NW 31st Circle in Jen-
nings. All members are welcome.

Attention all Veterans! Jennings
United Methodist Church, in Jen-
nings, Fl., invites you to celebrate
Veteran's Sunday, November 13,
with us by   joining us for church at
11AM, a luncheon for you  immedi-
ately after church,  and then a patri-
otic program which will honor your
service and our great country you so
bravely served to protect.
Please call   any of the following
numbers for information or to re-
serve a place at this very special
event: 386-938-4303, 386-752-8752,
386-938-5745, 229-244-9070, or 229-
559-5916. If no one answers, please
leave a message on the machine with
the number who will be attending
and a return phone number. If you
have your own church service to at-
tend, please feel free to join us after-
wards.
Thanks for your service in preserv-
ing our freedom. Let us say thanks
by joining us Nov. 13th.

Jennings United Methodist Church
Homecoming
Jennings United Methodist Church
in Jennings, Florida, will celebrate
Homecoming on October 16th. Cof-
fee and pastries will be served be-
ginning at 10:00 AM in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Please come and enjoy vis-
iting with returning friends and
family. At 10:30, we will gather in
the sanctuary to celebrate "Memories
of Old Jennings UMC." At 11:00, the
church service will begin as normal.
Our guest preacher for this day is
Rev. Wallace Holmes who served
the church in the 70's and was also a
school teacher and coach in the area.
Following our church service, we
will have our much anticipated
"Dinner on the Grounds."    If you
have any questions, please call 386-
938-4303 or 386-752-8752.

First Baptist Church Annual Yard
Sale
First Baptist Church, White Springs,
will be having their Annual Yard
Sale on Saturday, October 15, from
7-11 a.m. Church is located at 16401
Camp Ave. White Springs. 

Computer Classes offered
Computer Basics: What to Know Be-
fore Buying a Computer on Satur-
day, 10 a.m. to noon, October 15 or
November 12; Beginning Computer
Class, Wednesdays & Fridays,
Wednesdays & Fridays, 7-9  p.m.,
November 16-December 16; Internet
Research, Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m., Oc-
tober 19-November 9; Microsoft
Word, Fridays, 6-8 p.m., October 21
–November 11; Microsoft Excel Ap-
plications, Thursdays, 6-8 p.m., Oc-
tober 20-December 15, 
Call the Adult and Community Edu-
cation building at 386-397-1418 or

Robin Luger at 352-284-3319. De-
tailed class descriptions are avail-
able at the library in White Springs
and at Town Hall. Sign up soon as
all classes have limited enrollment.
Some classes have a small fee.

Free Blood Pressure Screenings 
Every Wednesday from 9-11 a.m.
Marie Price will conduct free blood
pressure screenings at the Adult &
Community Education building.
Please call 386-397-1418 for more in-
formation.

Crossroads Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment
Annual meeting November 15, this
will be our annual Thanksgiving
dinner.  Public invited.
Our firefighters will soon be getting
a new firehouse, so sponsoring a
boot drive will fill some of their
needs, hopefully anew exercise room
to help them stay fit for all the calls
and fulfill all their safety needs.
Contact: Margie McDonald 386-938-
5322.

Weekly & Monthly Happenings
Free Food Pantry for senior citizens
(at least 60 years of age) on the 4th
Thursday of each month from 1-2
p.m. at the Hamilton County Coun-
cil on Aging building, 313 Hatley St.,
Jasper (behind Bank of America).
386-638-0077

Pre-K Children’s Reading Program
and Movies at Jasper Library
The Virginia P. Chandler Public Li-
brary in Jasper is happy to announce
the beginning of the Pre-K Chil-
dren’s Reading Program.
Pre-K Reading Program, Tues. at
10:30
Children’s Movie Day, Tues. at 3:30 
These two programs will run each
week, every Tuesday until next sum-
mer, so plan to come in for some fun
times with your pre-school age chil-
dren.
The Jasper Public Library branch at
311 Hatley Street is part of the
Suwannee River Regional Library
System, which includes Hamilton,
Madison and Suwannee counties.
For more information call 386-792-
2285.

American Legion Post 215 meetings  
American Legion Post 215 meets 4th
Thursday each month at 7 p.m. at
Poplar Springs Church, MLK Drive,
Jasper.

New Bethel offers assistance with
Children & Family Applications 
Mon, Wed, Fri: New Bethel AME
Church will assist you in completing
the Children & Family applications.
9 a.m.-1 p.m. at 604 SW 6th Avenue,
Jasper. Contact JoAnn Townsend at
792-2323.

Jasper Revitalization Committee
meeting
Jasper Revitalization Committee
meets the 3rd Thursday each month
at 6 p.m. at Bass’s Furniture, Jasper.
E m a i l
bassfurniture@windstream.net or
call 792-2725.

Bible Baptist Church Clothes Closet
Bible Baptist Church clothes closet:

2nd Saturday each month from 10
a.m.-1 p.m. 792-0720

Sweet Home Baptist Church dinners 
1st Friday Dinners sold each first
Friday by Sweet Home Baptist
Church, CR 25A, White Springs to
benefit the church. 11a.m.-3 p.m. $5-
$7.

Jasper First Methodist Church
Clothes Closet

Jasper First Methodist Church
clothes closet 4th Saturday each
month from 1-5 p.m. 792-0904

Bellville Volunteer Fire Department
meeting
Bellville Volunteer Fire Department
holds monthly meeting 1st Tuesday
each month at 6 p.m.

Hamilton County Riding Club meet-
ing 
Hamilton County Riding Club first
Saturday meetings at 5 p.m. and
games at 6 p.m. w/Jackpot Clover-
leaf barrel race, Hamilton County
Arena. Email vkcg1975@yahoo.com
for more info.

Competition Mounted Drill Teams
meeting & Ride Competition
Mounted Drill Teams meet and ride
every Sunday, 7 p.m. until at Hamil-
ton County Arena. Email bassfurni-
ture@windstream.net, attention
Cindy Eatmon, drill team coach for
more info or to ride.

United Way of Suwan-
nee Valley will conduct its
October community
fundraising campaign re-
port luncheon at the Live
Oak Church of God at
noon on October 12.  The
cost of the luncheon is $10
per person.  

The report luncheon
will feature The Arc
North Florida, formerly
Comprehensive Commu-
nity Services, one of the 22
United Way of Suwannee
Valley affiliated agencies.
The theme for this year’s
campaign is The Art of
Giving. 

“You are often mea-
sured by what you con-
tribute to those around
you,” said Bobbie Lake,
executive director of The
Arc North Florida.
“Whether your gift is your
time, your treasure or
your talent, every day you
have the opportunity to
make a difference in the

life of someone else.
“What is your gift, and
how are you using it?

“Come hear The Art of
Giving presented by
members of The Arc
North Florida, and get a
glimpse of how special a
gift can be,” Lake encour-
aged.   “They promise
your life will never be the
same.”

Ronnie Poole, a mem-
ber of the United Way of
Suwannee Valley Chal-
lengers’ Club, the organi-
zation’s leadership
donors, will speak about
investing in our commu-
nity as a member of the
Challengers’ Club.

Reservations for the
luncheon may be made by
contacting the United
Way office at 386-752-5604
by October 5.

During each month of
United Way’s annual
community fundraising
campaign, the local Unit-

ed Way conducts a cam-
paign report luncheon to
provide an opportunity
for campaign team volun-
teers, community citizens,
business representatives
and agency personnel to
learn more about the part-
ner agency services, Unit-
ed Way community im-
pact initiatives and busi-
nesses supporting our
community’s well being
through their support of
the United Way.

United Way of Suwan-
nee Valley is a community
impact and fundraising
organization which, uti-
lizing volunteers on all
levels, advances the com-
mon good by identifying
unmet community needs
and seeking to alleviate
those needs through Unit-
ed Way of Suwannee Val-
ley initiatives and the
funding of 22 affiliated
health and human service
agencies.

The Suwannee Chapter of the Flori-
da Trail Association will meet on
Monday evening, October 10 at 7 p.m.
at the Suwannee River Water Manage-
ment District, located at 9225 CR 49,
Live Oak..  The program for the Octo-
ber meeting will be Barbara Hines,
Outreach Coordinator for the North
Florida Region of the Florida Public
Archaeology Network.

She will present a program about
the native plants and people of Flori-
da.  She will relate how native plants

have been used by different groups of
people here in Florida throughout his-
tory.

Ms. Hines is a registered Profession-
al Archeologist who specializes in
19th and early 20th century historic
archeology.  Her interests include the
turpentine and lumber industry,
specifically focusing on the social as-
pects of “camp life.” 

The public is welcome to join us!
Contact: Chapter Chair, Sylvia Dun-

nam, 362-3256.

The Suwannee Chapter of the Florida Trail Association

Community Calendar

Enjoy The Arc North Florida Sharing The Art of Giving at United
Way’s October Campaign Report Luncheon at Live Oak Church of God
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By Corey Davis
corey.davis@gaflnews.com

The first half of the volleyball
season is coming to an end and
area teams are not surprisingly
struggling. 
Suwannee (3-5), Branford (1-7)
and Hamilton County (4-5) are a
combined 8-16 this season, while
Lafayette (7-1) continues to be the
areas best program.
Branford opened the season
with a 3-0 sweep Sept. 1 over new
District 5-1A rival Jefferson
County but has since dropped six
in a row. The Bucs (1-7, 1-2) fell 3-
1 to Dixie County, 3-0 to
Lafayette, 3-2 to Hamilton Coun-
ty, 3-2 to Bronson, 3-0 to Bell and
3-0 to Fort White most recently.
The Bucs travel to Bronson Oct.
3 for a non-district game before
returning home Oct. 6 to host
arch-rival Lafayette.

Hamilton County (4-5, 2-1)
opened their season with two
straight wins, with wins over
Brooks County, Georgia and Tay-
lor County 3-0, before dropping a
3-1 loss to Lafayette. 
The Trojans swept Jefferson
County 3-0, then fought off Bran-
ford 3-2, dropped a 3-1 decision
to Madison County and 3-1 deci-
sion to Bell. 
Hamilton travels to Madison
Oct. 3, then Lafayette Oct. 4 for a
key District 5-1A match, before fi-
nally returning home Oct. 11 to
host Jefferson County. 
Like Hamilton, Suwannee has
seen their share of a roller coaster
season as well, beating new Dis-
trict 2-5A rival Rickards 3-0 in the
season opener before dropping
four in a row.
The Bulldogs (3-5, 2-1) dropped
3-0 decisions to Fort White and
Columbia, lost a tough match

with new 2-5A rival Wakulla 3-1,
before getting swept 3-0 again to
arch-rival Columbia. 
Suwannee regrouped to sweep
Rickards again 3-0, but fell 3-0 to
host Lafayette on Tuesday. The
Bulldogs will begin a six game
homestand hosting Lafayette Oct.
3, Baker County Oct. 6, Fort
White Oct. 10, Wakulla Oct. 11,
Madison County Oct. 13 and
Hamilton County Oct. 17. 
Since a season opening 3-1 loss
to Trenton, Lafayette (7-1, 3-0) has
reeled off seven straight wins. 
The Hornets knocked off
Hamilton 3-1, swept arch-rival
Branford 3-0, defeated Bronson 3-
0, Bell 3-1, Jefferson County 3-1
and Suwannee 3-0 Tuesday night
in Mayo.
Lafayette travels to Suwannee
Oct. 3, before returning home Oct.
4 to host Hamilton County in a
key District 5-1A match at 6 p.m.

By Corey Davis
corey.davis@gaflnews.com

CROSS CITY-Zack Cassidy’s
17-yard field goal with 13 sec-
onds left lifted Dixie County (2-
3) to a 23-20 win over visiting
Hamilton County (0-4) at Bruce
Boyette Stadium.
Cassidy had field goals of 35
and 39 but his 17-yarder in the
closing seconds gave the Bears
the win.
James Bowers added a 9-yard
touchdown run and Duke Daw-
son, who was 12 of 22 for 137
yards, completed a 27-yard
strike to Shaquille Mitchem. 
The Bears went three and out
on their first series, four plays
later Will Hill raced 66 yards for
a touchdown giving the Trojans
an early 6-0 lead with 8:54 left in
the first quarter.
Two possessions later, Cassidy
converted a 35-yard field goal
cutting the lead to 6-3 on the sec-
ond to last play of the first quar-
ter.  
Bowers touchdown run with

7:52 left in the first half gave the
Bears a 10-6 lead, their first lead
of the game.
On the ensuing play, Trey Zan-
ders raced 80 yards untouched
on a toss sweep to make it 12-10
putting the Trojans back in the
lead.
Dixie drove 68 yards on 12
plays and capped the drive as
Dawson connected with
Mitchem for a 27-yard touch-
down pass putting the Bears
back in the lead at 17-12 with
3:20 till half.
Hamilton went four and out
and punted, the Bears responded
as Cassidy drilled a 39-yard field
goal to give the Bears a 20-12
halftime lead.
Neither team could do much in
the third quarter and nearly all of
the fourth quarter, until Hill
broke free for a 59-yard touch-
down reception from Zack Deas.
Hill lined up in the wildcat for-
mation and ran in the two-point
conversion tying the game at 20-
20 with 3:31 left in the game,
Following the touchdown, the

Bears went three and out again,
which set up a bizarre set of
plays in which neither team
could hold onto the ball.
Two plays later, the Trojans
fumbled the ball away, only to
have the Bears fumble it back
away three plays later, however
one play later, Hamilton fum-
bled it back away.
With the ball inside the 20,
Dixie didn’t risk turning the ball
over and on the ensuing play fol-
lowing the Trojans last fumble,
Cassidy drilled a 17-yard field
goal with 13 seconds left to give
the Bears a 23-20 lead.
Hamilton had one last play
though but Deas was sacked to
end the game and the Bears es-
caped with a win. 
The two teams combined for
seven turnovers, with six of them
ending up in the other teams
hands. 
Dixie (0-4) will try to shake off
another disappointing loss and
get ready for the District 5-1A
opener this Friday at Lafayette
(2-2) at Dale Walker Field. 

When: Friday 
Time: 7:30 p.m.

Location: Dale Walker   
Last week: Lafayette def. Sneads 49-27, 

Dixie def. Hamilton 23-20
Series: 7-7 all-time 

Last meeting: Hamilton won 33-20 in 1996     
Top Players: Hamilton-Will Hill (ATH, Sr.), Trey
Zanders (RB/FS, Jr.), Char Merine (FS/WR, So.),
Zack Deas (QB, Sr.), Rick Hodson (OL/DL, Sr.), Mar-
cus Weary (OL/LB, Sr.), LA Graham (OL/DL, Jr.),
Jacari Washington (CB/RB, 8th), Lamarcus Webb
(CB/WR, Fr.), Marvin Dobson (OL/DL, So.), Destin
Walker (OL/DL, Sr.); Lafayette-JR Bass (RB/DB, Jr.),
Rodney Brown (WR/DB, Jr.), Garrett Dubose (QB,
Sr.), Treston Whidden (FB, Sr.), Steven Ray (WR, Jr.),
Joan Pedro Negrete (K, So.), Dylan Green (TE/LB,
Sr.), Garret Hart (LB, Jr.), Mel Jones (OL/DL, Sr.),
Lee Jones (RB, Fr.)    
Outlook: This is the first meeting since the 1996
season opener, in which Hamilton came away with a
33-20 win. The two have recently met in kickoff clas-
sics in the late 2000’s but those games didn’t count.
The series is knotted up at 7-7, although technically
Hamilton leads 2-0 since Hamilton County High
didn’t open until 1975 and all previous games in the
series prior to 1995 were played against Jasper High.
The two teams are coming into the game in opposite
directions as Hamilton County has opened the sea-
son with four straight losses (3A Fort White (3-2), 5A
Suwannee (1-3), 4A Bradford (5-0), 1A Dixie (2-3), al-
though those losses are against teams a combined
(11-8). Lafayette doesn’t play one team above its
class the entire season and has played Trenton (4-0),
Bell (0-5), Dixie (2-3) and Sneads (4-1), who have
combined to go (10-9). This is the District 5-1A open-
er for both teams and getting off to a good start in
district play can make or break your season, espe-
cially with favorite Jefferson County traveling to
struggling Branford in the other 5-1A matchup. The
two teams have played one team in common so far,
both lost to Dixie County. The Hornets surrendered
a late score with 23 seconds left in the game Sept. 16
to allow Dixie to get the 28-21 win, while the Trojans
gave up a field goal with 13 seconds to play to fall
23-20 last week to the Bears.                 

The Rivalry
Hamilton 33, Lafayette 20 (1996)
Hamilton 39, Lafayette 8 (1995)
Hamilton 7, Lafayette 6 (1968)
Lafayette 45, Hamilton 14 (1967)
Lafayette 14, Hamilton 10 (1966)           
Hamilton 25, Lafayette 0 (1965)
Hamilton 20, Lafayette 7 (1964)
Hamilton 24, Lafayette 0 (1963)
Hamilton 14, Lafayette 7 (1962)
Lafayette 13, Hamilton 12 (1961)
Lafayette 30, Hamilton 6 (1960)
Lafayette 20, Hamilton 0 (1959)
Lafayette 6, Hamilton 0 (1958)
Lafayette 27, Hamilton 22 (1957)

Submitted

The Hamilton County
Lady Trojans began their
season on Sept. 1 and
what a beginning it was.
The team has had nine
matches and have
racked up some amazing
stats.
In July, a few members
of the team were able to
attend the University of
Florida volleyball camp
and have greatly
strengthened their tal-
ents. 
Among those attend-
ing were captain Paige
Fenneman, who was

able to enhance her
amazing jump serve,
new setter Brooke Bur-
nam, who sharpened her
skills on the net, Mikala
Byrd strengthened her
skills all-around and
freshman libero LaQue-
cya Fulcher, was able to
learn more about the po-
sition. Several girls from
the junior varsity team
also attended the camp.
The ladies worked re-
ally hard on condition-
ing between camp and
the start of the school
year. They are a very en-
thusiastic team and are
exciting to watch. Their

coaches are expecting
great things from this
group, both varsity and
junior varsity.  
In just her third season
coaching at Hamilton,
varsity coach Hannah
Perez said, “I am real ex-
cited with the team this
year and with what they
can do on the court. If
they continue to play
like I know they can, we
will finish the season
beautifully.”
Ruben Perez, in his
second season at the ju-
nior varsity coach, had
to start the season with a
brand new team, since

he only had one return-
ing player. This young
team has taken a few
matches and are show-
ing great determination
and proving to be a
tough team in the mak-
ing.
“This young team is
continuing to grow in
skill and maturity. I ex-
pect their talents to in-
crease and that we’ll
have a great finish to the
season.” Ruben Perez
said.
The Lady Trojans are
always appreciative of
support in any manner.
Whether supporting

their fund raisers for the
money for camp or
equipment or just being
a great fan and sitting in
the stands yelling for
them.
Their next home game
is Oct. 11 against new
District 5-1A rival Jeffer-
son County, with the ju-

nior varsity game start-
ing at 5 p.m. and the var-
sity game following. 
The team, friends and
fans would like to wish
captain Paige Fenneman
a speedy recovery as she
injured her ankle two
weeks ago and is missed
on the court. 

Sports
Bears get a leg up on Trojans

Dixie County swept both Lafayette 28-21 and Hamilton County 23-20 over the last three weeks. Hamilton travels to Lafayette Fri-
day night in the District 5-1A opener for both teams. - Photo: Jack Howdeshell  

Hamilton (0-4) 
at 

Lafayette (2-2)   

Back in the swing 

Trojans volleyball underway
District Volleyball Standings

2-5A  
Wakulla (8-4)(3-0)
Suwannee (3-5)(2-1)
Rickards (1-11)(0-4)

5-1A 
Lafayette (7-1)(3-0)
Hamilton (4-5)(2-1) 
Branford (1-7)(1-2)
Jefferson (N/A)(0-3)

(Overall, District standings)
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Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the en-
tire arrest record each
week.  If your name ap-
pears here and you are lat-
er found not guilty or the

charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP - Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton Coun-

ty Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P&P - Probation and Pa-

role
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department

September 26, Willie
James Ash, 56, 505 SW
MLK Dr. Jasper, Fl, war-
rant (vop) warrant, both on
felony dwls HCSO.
September 26, Adam

Harold Harrington, 40,
4316 Shady Meadows Dr.
Grout City, OH, dwls, poss
less than 20 grams mari-
juana, trafficking oxy-
codone 4 grams or more,
obtain controlled.
September 26, Kaya

Shanti Dunbar, 24, 420 S.
1st St. Pensacola, Fl, poss
less than 20 gams marijua-
na, poss drug paraphenalia
DTF
September 26, Cornelius

Saint James, 31, 3243 NW
38th St. Jasper, Fl. dwls,
(habitual), vop dwls/r
JAPD

September 27, Jessica
Michele Padgett, 32, 7778
NW 38th Way, Jennings,
FL, battery on 65 yrs
HCSO
September 30, William

Dale Brown, 63, 2800 SW
Embers Ter Cape Coral,
dui JNPD
September 30, Scott

Fredrick Milans, 43, in
transit, hold for US prison-
er transport, HCSO
September 30, Christo-

pher Lawrence Rivers, 38,
In Transit, Hold for US
prisoner transport HCSO
September 30, Martin D.

Bermudez, 23, In transit,
Hold for US prisoner
transport HCSO
October 1, Smantha L.

Simmons, 19, 4348 NW
54th Ave. Jennings, FL,
battery HCSO
October 2, Lorenzo Diaz

Diaz, 19, 1318 Stephen St.,
Jennings, Fl, nvdl HCSD

Arrest
Records

By Johnny W. Bullard
Correspondent

“Don’t you take more than
two cookies and one cup of
Kool-Aid and remember to
say “Thank You!”
These words from my

mother over forty-five years
ago are still firmly etched in
my memory.  In those days
of the mid to late sixties, Va-
cation Bible School in my
hometown of White Springs,
Florida, was alternated on an
annual basis between the
Baptist and Methodist
churches. One summer the
Baptist Church sponsored
the Bible school and the fol-
lowing summer the
Methodists.   Summer time
always saw at least a  week
of Vacation Bible School---
During this time, students
were taught Bible verses, did
arts and crafts, played games,
and you were served, each
summer, the very sweet
strawberry or cherry Kool-
Aid and cookies, usually
Oreos or some derivation.
The Bible School ended with
a commencement ceremony
attended by parents, grand-
parents and community
members. It was an EVENT
in our small town and most
of the small town South dur-
ing the years of my child-
hood.
Vacation Bible Schools are

still being held, but the sim-
plicity of the Bible School in
days past is, not to be redun-

dant, a thing of the past.  Va-
cation Bible School today is
far more elaborate and in-
volved. Even the refresh-
ments are more involved.
Vacation Bible School is a
mirror image, in many ways,
of the traditional events and
way of life held dear by
many of us here in the
Suwannee River Valley—
Like annual family reunions,
church homecomings, and
school events, it is one of the
events and ceremonies of life
that make us who we are.
One of these events so

prevalent during the autumns
of my childhood was the
“cane grinding”. Sugar cane
was cut and brought to the
area where a sugar cane mill,
either operated by a horse or,
later, an engine, would sys-
tematically “grind” the
porous and pithy and sweet,
sweet sugar cane, extracting
it’s golden, semi-chartreuse
colored juices which were
boiled until they became
award winning sugar cane
syrup….or simply, to most of
us, in my “neck of the
woods” on the Woodpecker
Route, “cane syrup.
”…..I can still smell the

sweet pungent aroma of the
syrup as it was cooked in the
huge kettle, I can see the bees
buzzing around the area
where the syrup was being
made, and I can see those
who stirred and carefully
tended the kettle—knowing
“in their bones” when the

syrup was ready----Oh how
wonderful it was when the
first syrup was turned out to
eat it with a platter of home-
made buttermilk biscuits.
Cane grindings were a com-
mon occurrence during the
years of my childhood—now
they are more uncommon,
just as the refreshments of
Kool-Aid and cookies given
during the Vacation Bible
Schools of my childhood….
My neighbors, M r. and Mrs.
E.V. Stormant still host a
cane grinding and syrup
making each fall, and one
can see demonstrations at
some of the Rural Folk Life
Days held in our area at
Stephen Foster Folk Culture
Center State Park and Spirit
of the Suwannee Music
Park—I am thankful that
these traditions are “carried
on” at these fine venues.
Events and ceremonies

which bind us together with a
common thread help make us
stronger, and, hopefully,
more congenial and more fo-
cused.  Such events bring
back, at least to me, a flood
of fond memories that bring
smiles, and, at times, a few
tears too…. And whether it is
the memory of a church ser-
vice at Prospect Primitive
Baptist Church, complete

with “all day preaching” and
dinner on the grounds, and
foot washing, or Easter Sun-
rise Service at the Stephen
Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park, and the beautiful
voices of the White Springs
Community Choir, and the
solo of Sister Mae Frances
Marshall, or annual family
reunions where one heard
how “so and so” was kin to
“such and such’—I can still
hear voices, songs, and I can
still see faces—those who
are still with us and those
“gone on”---I see, I taste, and
I hear---the wonderful  food,
the voices and  the events of
our beloved Suwannee River
Valley, along with  my moth-
er’s long ago adjurement,
“Don’t you take more than
two cookies, and one cup of
Kool-Aid and remember to
say “Thank you!”….
And I do say “Thank you”

for growing up and living my
life in an area rich in tradi-
tions, rich in heritage, and
rich in love and friendship.
From the Eight Mile Still,

on the Woodpecker Route,
north of White Springs---I
wish you a day filled with
joy, peace, and, above all,
lots of love and laughter. So
blessed to be in the number
“one more time”.

From Around the Banks of the Suwannee 
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