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TheJasper News
Today’s Weather

Scattered thunderstorms, 
especially in the afternoon. 
High 93F. Winds W at 5 to 10 mph.
Chance of rain 60%.
For up to the minute weather 
go to www.nflaonline.com.

High
93° F
Precip: 60%

677136hdv

Ratliff and Associates Realty Group

3/2 SWMH on 1/4 Acre Lot
Fresh Paint, New Carpet

Owner will finance (WAC)
And Good Down PMT

$34,900

Lake Alcyone: 3/3
2-Story, Lake Front

Bank Owned:
100% Financing

W/Bank Approval (386) 792-8484

5 ACRES: $29,900

1.4 AC: 24TH $8500
1.3 AC: 34TH $8500

2.1 AC: 61ST $12,000

1 AC: $10,000  No Purchase Necessary Must Present Coupon Limit 1 Per Person  671
465

agv

 For Kids  12 & Under

Dress codes online
Visit www.nflaonline.com to

see the dress codes. 
Search, dress code

Hamilton schools adopts
standardized dress code
In April, the Hamilton

County School Board ap-
proved a standardized
dress code effective with
the 2011-12 school year. The
dress code was adopted af-
ter collecting input from
staff members, parents,
school board members, and
other school districts.  The

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The director of the Inde-
pendent Education and
Parental Choice office of the

Florida Department of Edu-
cation recently conducted
an introductory workshop
on charter schools in White
Springs.  
Adam Miller told an as-

sembled group of White
Springs and Hamilton
County officials that the
driving force behind Flori-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Information released Wednesday by the Di-
vision of Forestry show that two significant
wildfires remain in Hamilton County.
The Blue Ribbon fire was 100 percent con-

tained Wednesday morning, while the Cy-
press Creek fire was only 40 percent con-

tained.
Hamilton County had experienced about 10

wildfires due to extreme drought conditions.
The Blue Ribbon and Cypress Creek fires
were started by lightning.
The Blue Ribbon fire has burned 206 acres,

and has been contained to about 12 acres. The

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

White Springs Town Council member Spencer Lofton re-
signed from office at the June 14 council meeting and the
board accepted. Lofton said he wanted to focus more on
HOPE, a summer enrichment and after school program,
which he is director of. 
His letter of resignation was dated May 10, 2011 where he

stated his resignation was effective immediately.
The town council will advertise for his replacement.

Deadline for submitting applications will be July 6 at 5 p.m.
“As director of the White Springs HOPE summer enrich-

ment program, I will be able to spend full-time on my num-
ber one priority, that is, programming educational and
recreational activities for nearly 100 children in four youth

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Jasper - Two Division of Forestry firefighters working to contain a Hamilton
County wildfire lost their lives Monday afternoon after becoming trapped by
flames, officials say. Two other firefighters, one from Jasper, were injured after try-
ing to rescue the two.
Josh Burch, 31, of Lake City and Brett Fulton, 52, who has a White Springs ad-

dress but lives in Columbia County, died around 4:47 p.m. Monday as they fought
to contain the reignited Blue Ribbon Fire in Hamilton County, officials said. Both
men were rangers with the Suwannee Forestry Center in Lake City.
Two other rangers, Robert Marvin of Jasper and Stephen Carpenter of Madison

White Springs talks charter schools
DOE official speaks on rules, requirements

White Springs Mayor Helen Miller, left, meets with other officials in the White Springs Community Center to
talk about charter schools recently. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Two major wildfires 
remain here

Lofton resigns
to concentrate
on HOPE

The county is devastated and shocked.
Hamilton County Coordinator Danny Johnson

REGIONAL

Two firefighters killed battling blaze
Pair was helping contain 

Hamilton County wildfire Monday

2011 Hamilton County 4-H/Tropicana Public Speaking Contest, Page 7A

Josh Burch Brett Fulton

“ ”

schools’ principals have
shared their lists of accept-
able clothing with the Board
at its recent meetings and
have also notified parents of
this change.
Data has shown that both

academic performance and
behavior is improved at
schools where a standard-
ized dress code has been
implemented.  The
Hamilton County
School District’s
top priorities are:
1) the safety of its
students and 2)
student achieve-
ment.  By requir-
ing our students to
conform to the

SEE TWO, PAGE 2A

SEE WHITE SPRINGS, PAGE 2A

SEE WILDFIRES, PAGE 2A

SEE LOFTON, PAGE 2A

SEE HAMILTON,
PAGE 2A

2nd annual Camels Campout set for June 24-26 at Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park
NORTH FLORIDA FOCUS
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groups (ages 5-6, 7-8, 9-
11, and 12-14), as well
as beginning an intern
(ages 16 - 20) Learn to
Earn program,” said
Lofton.  

The HOPE program
opens its doors on Sun-
rise Street at 7:30 a.m.
and concludes each
weekday at 5:30 p.m.

Also at the meeting
was Elaine Rozier of
the Jasper City Council.
The Jasper and White
Springs communities
have been discussing a
partnership for support
of the HOPE pro-
gram. Rozier confirmed
Jasper’s support with a
commitment of $5,000
to White Springs.

In 2010, there were 20
Jasper children who
participated in the
summer program. This
year the eligible num-
ber has been increased
to 30.  

Rozier expressed her
appreciation for the co-
operative effort.

White Springs Mayor
Helen Miller stated,

“As neighbors, the
Jasper and White
Springs communities
have much to gain by
sharing resources, and
that a multi-jurisdic-
tional working group
composed of Jasper,
Jennings and White
Springs is being
formed to address a
number of countywide
issues, including sum-
mer recreational and
educational programs
for youth.”

Continued From Page 1A

new dress code, we anticipate
higher scores and fewer behavior
issues.

Area retailers will be asked to

stock the acceptable items of
clothing so parents can make
their purchases locally.  Parents
who need clarification on any of
the items may contact the schools
at the following numbers:

Central Hamilton: 792-6530
North Hamilton: 938-1400
South Hamilton: 397-4400
Hamilton County 
High School: 792-6540

Continued From Page 1A

Lofton resigns
to concentrate
on HOPE

Hamilton schools adopts 
standardized dress code

were injured after an at-
tempt to rescue the two
men. They worked with
the Live Oak Forestry
Station. 

Hamilton County
Sheriff Harrell Reid said
four tractors were plow-
ing fire containment
lines when one of the
tractors apparently got
stuck on a stump Mon-
day afternoon.

“Another tractor went
to help and the fire got
to them,” said Reid.
“They were able to run a
distance from the fire,
but they were con-
sumed.”

Burch was a forest
ranger who lived in Lake
City with his wife and
two children. He worked
with the DOF for more
than 10 years. Fulton be-
gan as a professional
welder with DOF 12
years ago. He had been a

forest ranger with the
DOF for more than nine
years. Fulton leaves be-
hind a wife and two
grown children in White
Springs.

“You could not have
asked for a better son, a
most wonderful hus-
band, a fantastic father
and beloved family
member,” said Fulton’s
mother, Nancy Moseley.
“His many friends loved
him dearly and he will
be dearly missed. He
was so happy with his
job and strived to do his
very best always. He
loved the outdoors and
spent many good times
outside fishing, hunting
and boating and swim-
ming.”

Marvin and Carpenter
were taken to area hos-
pitals. Both were treated
for smoke-related in-
juries and released.

The Blue Ribbon wild-
fire on CR 6, about 14

miles east of Jasper, was
initially sparked by
lightning on Thursday,
June 16, according to of-
ficials. The fire was de-
clared contained early
on Monday, but extreme
fire weather conditions
caused it to flare up
again that same day. At
3:13 p.m. the call came in
to the Hamilton County
emergency dispatch that
the fire had reignited
and crews were dis-
patched to the scene. The
Suwannee Forestry Cen-
ter has been actively
working the fire since
early Monday afternoon. 

As of mid-afternoon
Tuesday the fire had
been, once again, con-
tained to about 12 acres
of the 206 or so burned.

Reid stated that aerial
photos will be taken
soon to assess the area
and it will be at least one
week before all the in-
vestigative work on the

fire will be done.
“The wildfires have

ravaged our state, burn-
ing more than 200,000
acres, and now, they
have taken the lives of
two of our very own
men,” said Agriculture
Commissioner Adam
Putnam. “My thoughts
and prayers go out to
the families and loved
ones of Josh Burch and
Brett Fulton, two coura-
geous heroes who sacri-
ficed their lives for the
safety of others.”

White Springs Volun-
teer Fire Department
Chief Steve Stith said
“It’s definitely a tragedy
for us.”

Fulton, aside from his
primary job with the
DOF, was also a volun-
teer firefighter for the
town of White Springs.

“He was on our de-
partment for about a
month,” Stith said. “His
number 706 will be re-

tired and no one will
ever have that number
again.”

Stith, along with
everyone who has been
touched by this tragedy,
reiterated that every-
body wants to do all
they can for the families.
He also said there are no
words to express the sit-
uation.

“The county is devas-
tated and shocked. Nat-
urally, our prayers and
condolences go out to
the families,” Hamilton
County Coordinator
Danny Johnson said.
“We stand ready to as-
sist the families in any
way we can. It’s a
tremendous honor to
give your life for your
community in the line of
duty.”

Major John Davis of
HCSO, who has been
regularly monitoring the
situation said, “It’s a
horrible tragedy.”

In a press release from
Gov. Rick Scott on Tues-
day, he stated, “As Flori-
da faces a significant
threat from more than
400 wildfires across our
state, we are saddened
to learn of the tragic loss
of two of our veteran
firefighters, Josh Burch
and Brett Fulton. We
pray for the comfort and
strength for their fami-
lies and fellow firefight-
ers.”

Florida’s dry weather
since the beginning of
May has caused extreme
fire activity.  Since May
1, the Department’s Di-
vision of Forestry has
battled more than 1,500
wildfires that have
burned nearly 200,000
acres across the state,
making it one of the
busiest wildfire years in
recent history. Florida
firefighters face an aver-
age of more than 31 new
wildfires every day.

Continued From Page 1A

da’s charter school
movement is to provide
an educational experi-
ence to use bold new
ideas to further institute
positive educational
outcomes for Florida
children.

A charter school,
Miller explained, is a
public school of choice
that is developed using

public funds to serve
public school students
in a community. They
operate under a con-
tract (sponsorship)
which, in this case,
would fall under the
Hamilton County
School District. Charter
schools are effective be-
cause they are freed
from many of the regu-
lations in place for tra-
ditional public schools.

Continued From Page 1A

Cypress Creek fire, which started
around 4 p.m. June 16 in the Cy-
press Creek Wildlife Management
Area has burned about 200 acres.

The DOF and volunteers from
Genoa, Jasper, Crossroads and

other local fire departments
helped to combat the fire.

According to the DOF, since Jan.
1, 3,626 wildfires have burned
197,886 acres on state property
and 223 wildfires have burned
56,609 acres on federal property.

To help combat the spread of

wildfires, the Hamilton County
Board of County Commissioners
signed a countywide burn ban un-
til further notice. No burning of
any kind is allowed. If you wish
to report any burnings, please call
the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Of-
fice at 386-792-1001.

Continued From Page 1A

White Springs talks charter schools

Two major wildfires 
remain here

Two firefighters killed battling blaze

Numerous studies, he
said, have shown that
municipalities with high
performing schools also
have strong economic
growth. 

Prior to the workshop,
White Springs Mayor
Helen Miller accompa-
nied Adam Miller (no
relation), as he visited
the HOPE Adult and
Community Education
program, the HOPE af-
ter school program, and
the Carver School prop-
erty, which has been
proposed as the site for
a charter school.

Adam Miller noted
that the experience of
the White Springs com-
munity in forming its
HOPE committee, its
success securing local,
state/federal and foun-
dation funding, about
$310,000, and its track
record implementing
adult education and K-
12 programs is an im-
portant asset in the
planning process for a
successful charter school
start-up.  

Spencer Lofton, direc-
tor of the HOPE sum-
mer and after school
programs, was com-
mended for his out-
standing implementa-
tion of both programs.
The HOPE after school
program, funded by a
grant from the DOE
Mentoring and Student
Assistance Initiatives
program, received out-
standing scores on sur-
veys completed by
teachers, parents and

students, as recorded by
the program’s external
evaluator, Dr. Bahiyyih
Watson Maroon.  Dr.
Maroon’s evaluations
documented the pro-
gram’s success in
achieving 98 percent of
all objectives and elevat-
ing educational and life
skills capabilities among
100 percent of students
served.  

During the workshop,
the Hamilton County
School District was rep-
resented by school
board members Johnny
Bullard and Sammy Mc-
Coy, and Assistant Su-
perintendent Rex
Mitchell. Bullard raised
questions about school
funding, teacher partici-
pation in the state
teacher pension plan,
and newly mandated
teacher evaluation re-
quirements.  

Adam Miller said
state funding follows
students in a charter
school the same way
funding follows stu-
dents in traditional pub-
lic schools. A charter
school, he said, can
choose to participate in
the state’s teacher pen-
sion plan, and all char-
ter schools must adhere
to the new teacher eval-
uation mandates passed
by the Florida Legisla-
ture during the 2011
session.

When Vice Mayor
Walter McKenzie asked
if the community could
focus on certain priority
fields in the charter

school, such as environ-
mental studies, ad-
vanced technology, and
cultural heritage and
eco-tourism, Adam
Miller responded in the
affirmative.  

As long as the charter
school meets Florida’s
Next Generation Sun-
shine State Standards
for each grade level, he
said, it may also offer
special fields of study
and innovative instruc-
tion methodologies.  

Adam Miller noted
that research indicates
many students are sub-
ject to “summer brain-
drain,” actually regress-
ing two months of
learning during summer
vacation, and that sum-
mer educational pro-
grams are one way to
deal with the issue.  

Another, he stated, is
to change the school cal-
endar to year-long edu-
cational programming,
providing mini-vaca-
tions throughout the
year. 

Subsequent to the
workshop, Helen Miller
met with DOE officials
to continue the dialog
on best practices for
charter school applica-
tion and implementa-
tion.  

“Our goal is to offer
the best educational cur-
riculum and most ad-
vanced technologies so
that White Springs
graduates are able to
compete effectively in
the global marketplace,”
she said.

L to R:  Robin Luger, adult education director; Adam Miller, charter schools director and
White Springs Mayor Helen Miller. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor



dogs, and if you are not a dog person you’ll still en-
joy the activities and being around all these wonder-
ful dogs, enough so that you just might change your
mind.

A variety of special activities are planned through-
out the day, including a canine costume and trick
competition. Categories will include Best Dressed,
Best Trick, Longest Ears and Pet and Owner Look-
alike. Terminal Velocity Flyball team will compete
with  Jumping Jax Flyball team. See the sport and
sportsmanship involved as dogs and handlers com-
pete in an adrenaline rush relay style race.  Pawsi-
tively Fun Dog Training group will demonstrate
agility and obedience skills.  Von Seestadt Kennels
will present K-9 Cops and their handlers demon-
strating skills of basic obedience, drug detection and
protection work.

In addition to all this there will be adoptable dogs,
a microchip clinic, service dogs, grooming services,
pet photography, vendors, food and Heidi Beimis
will provide midday vocal entertainment.  Come on
out and bring your pooches!

The Stephen Foster Citizen Support Organization
Board of Directors had their meeting last Monday.
Ben Faure is on a well deserved vacation and the

board meeting was brief.
A warm welcome and
thanks in advance for
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Ican remember her
saying it.  “I’m not
a dog person, I’m

a cat person.”  She was
rather emphatic about it
too.  And I did not con-
sider myself to be a cat
person.  This might have
discouraged some folks
from starting off in a
new relationship but she

the work that they will do goes out to incoming Pres-
ident Carol Stob and new board members Karen
Williams and Lei Lani Davis.

I just received the terrible sad news about the two
firefighters of the Division of Forestry who were
killed yesterday while fighting the Blue Ribbon Fire
in Northern Hamilton County. Josh Burch and Brett
Fulton have lost their lives.  Burch, 31, was a Forest
Ranger who lived in Lake City with his wife and two
children.  Brett Fulton, 63 years old, was a White
Springs resident, a Forestry Service fire fighter and
also a volunteer in our White Springs Fire Dept.  He
manned one of our fire towers as well as a tractor.
Evidently Fulton and Burch were manning a fire
tractor that got caught in a spot where they could not
extricate it. In an age where public service is often
underappreciated, these brave men were long time
firefighters who ultimately gave all they could give
to serve and protect us.  Words are inadequate but I
hope their families know we shall never, ever forget
their sacrifice.  Life in White Springs is saddened by
this terrible loss.  Our thoughts and prayers go out
for these brave men and their families, friends and
co-workers. 

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

and I had plenty enough in common and this was
not a big issue.  I at first just tolerated her cat and
then came to love the little guy.  I cried when he
died.  A few years later Merri walked in the house
with our first dog Haggis, who had found her when
she was walking in the park.  Our differences re-
garding pet preferences were dissolved by time and
experience and our relationship has survived and
prospered.  This week marks our twenty first wed-
ding anniversary and our pooches, Haggis and
Rarebit, will help us celebrate.

Speaking of dogs, one of my favorite canine events
of the year is coming up.  On Saturday, July 9, from
10:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. Stephen Foster Folk Culture
Center State Park will host Dog Days of Summer.
Now this event is a lot of fun for dog people and

 C ONGRATULATIONS  
 E LIZABETH  Y OUNG !

 Class of  2011

 Your dance family is 
 so proud of  you! We love you!

 Miss Shannon & everyone 
 at Dance Works

 677702hdV

A public hearing will be held before the Jasper 
Planning and Zoning Board at 6:00 P.M. on 
Thursday, July 7, 2011 in the City Council meeting 
room of the City Hall, 208 West Hatley Street, to 
consider the following:

A petition by Kathy Griffin, to request a 
special exception to the zoning classification of the 
land described as Lot 7 of Block 6 fronting on 
Hatley Street of Jasper, Florida and being in 
Section 6, Township 1N, Range 14E, according to 
Lang’ Map of the City of Jasper, Florida physically 
located on 308 Hatley Street Southwest. 

All interested parties are encouraged to present, 
but representations of support or objection may be 
presented in writing to Jennifer Pomeroy, City 
Clerk, 208 W. Hatley Street, Jasper, Florida 32052. 
Please mark the envelope, Public Comment on 
Zoning Hearing to be held Thursday, July 7, 2011. 

677483dsv

COUNCIL VACANCY
The Town of  White Springs has a council vacancy. If  you are 
interested in being considered for the council vacancy, you must 
submit to Town Clerk Shirley Heath on or before July 6, 2011 
5:00 p.m. a paragraph of  qualifications and your reason for 
serving on the Town Council. You must also complete an 
affidavit attesting to the following:

You must be a duly registered voter in Hamilton County, Florida. You 
must physically reside in the Town of  White Springs, Florida for 

twelve (12) months immediately preceding the signing of  the 
Affidavit; You must currently maintain your civil rights.

Applications will not be accepted after July 6, 2011 5:00 p.m. 
The remaining term of  the vacant council seat is until April 
2012. If  you have any questions contact Shirley Heath Town 
Clerk @ 386-397-2310.

677900hdV

Submitted

The Hamilton County Board of
County Commissioners has signed a
BURN BAN for Hamilton County due
to extreme fire conditions until further
notice. There should be no trash fires

or burning of any kind.
If you need to report the burning of

trash, please call 386-792-1001. If you
need to report unattended fires, please
call 9-1-1.

Again, a BURN BAN, is in effect for
Hamilton County until further notice.

Submitted  by FL School 
Boards Association

TALLAHASSEE, FL—Jeanie
Daniels, a Hamilton County School
Board member, was recognized as a
Certified Board Member on June 10,
2011, in Tampa, Florida, at the Annual
spring Conference sponsored by the
Florida School Boards Association. Ms.
Daniels earned this distinction by
completing a minimum of ninety-six
(96) hours of training in twelve (12) ar-
eas which focus on the governance
roles and responsibilities of school
board members. The Certified Board
Member Program is a voluntary train-
ing program for individual board

members and is offered by the Florida
School Boards Association.

The Certified Board Member
(CBM) Program provides leadership
training for school board members as
they strive to enhance student learning
opportunities in their communities
and to advance excellence and pro-
mote equity in public education.
Training topics in the CBM Program
include student learning, school fi-
nance, legislative processes, policy-
making, strategic planning, school
law, community involvement, advoca-
cy for public education, diversity, em-
ployee relations, and current trends
and issues. 

Jeanie Daniels receives Certified
Board Member Distinction

Hamilton County’s Emergency Management
announces county-wide BURN BAN

Ages 11-18
Residential and Daycampers

When: July 10-13
Cost: $150.00

Hosts: Coach Chris Byrd, Coach Candido Perez
For more info: (386) 855-1288, (386) 365-5140

Facebook: Hamilton County Soccer Camp

1st Annual Hamilton County 
Girls' Soccer Camp



Submitted  by Sarah
Davis

On June 5, First Baptist
Church of Jasper cele-
brated its pastor, Roger

Hutto’s 20th anniversary
with the church. Memo-
ries from members past
and present and perfor-
mances of some of his fa-
vorite songs were in-

cluded in the morning
service. More than 200
people attended the cele-
bration, with more than
two dozen former youth
coming for the special
occasion. 

The Rev. Laddie De-
Rocco, Jr. provided the
message in word. For-
mer youth who spoke
included JT Bridges, Vic-
toria Harris and Hannah
Perez. Mantha Young
presented Hutto with a
monetary gift provided
by numerous contribu-
tions from members and
former members.

Hutto became music
and youth minister in
June 1991, a fresh gradu-
ate of Stetson University
with a new bride in
tow.   Then in 2008, he
moved into the role of
pastor, adding up to 20
years of ministering to
the community.

“He had the proper
education,” said Man-
tha Young, who was on
the 1991 search commit-
tee for a music and
youth minister. “More
than that, he had the
deeper love. I don’t
think he had the inten-
tions of being here 20
years. I don’t know of
any 20-something who
would think that. But
he did come, and he fell
in love. I think he fell
into a deep love for the
people of Jasper.”

A 2005 study by Grey
Matter Research shows
that pastors on average
stay with a church for
eight years. 

Throughout his time
with First Baptist, Hut-
to has assembled count-
less musicals for youth
and adult choir, with
his wife Laura helping
with the staging and
sets.

“I can tell you that I

have been a church pi-
anist for 30 years and
have worked with many
directors throughout
those years,” said Lora
Tyre, church pianist.
“Out of all of those di-
rectors, I have never
worked with another
who is as naturally gift-
ed as Rog.  He can drive
one crazy with his laid-
back attitude and last-
minute preparations, but
somehow, everything al-
ways seems to come to-
gether.   I have always
appreciated the fact that
for Roger the ‘message’
is as important as the
’music’.”

Through the past 20
years Hutto and his wife
have filled whatever
roles needed to be filled,
from janitorial service to
caring for the parsonage
when it was vacant in
between pastors. All the
while, Hutto was be-
coming the man the
whole church – not just
the youth – came to rely
on.

“Roger is my brother,”
former youth Kellan
Dedge said. “He has al-
ways made himself
available to help me and
love me. Whether it was
algebra or discipleship,
he cared. I love him for
that.”

That discipleship has
proved to be the hall-
mark of Hutto’s min-
istry. As he sought to
equip youth with a solid
foundation in Biblical
knowledge, God led sev-
eral of them to go into
full-time ministry them-
selves, including Arnie
McCall, Justin Young,
Kellan Dedge and De-
Rocco.

“Roger is my pastor,”
said Justin Young, pas-
tor at First Baptist
Church of White
Springs. “As someone
who seeks to lead God's
people, Roger is always
there to help lead me.”

“Roger doesn’t just
talk the talk,” Mantha
Young said. “But that is
such a cliché that doesn’t
do him justice. He does-
n’t just teach that you
should disciple. He dis-
ciples. That’s what I
think of when I think of
Roger Hutto. He takes
the time to disciple.

“He has been instru-
mental in our communi-
ty, helping people who
are not even members of
our church. He goes any-
time someone calls.”
Mantha’s husband Rick

reiterates that
point.  “Every time chil-
dren in my family were
born, he’s been there,”
he said. “Every time our
family lost a loved one,
he’s been there. Every
time we had a gradua-
tion, he’s been there.
He’s been there for my
family every time.”

When you take a look
at photos of the youth
who have become
adults, you see pictures
of Hutto with them dur-
ing those momentous
occasions. There’s Hutto
with Amber Crews at
her wedding and Lind-
sey Burnam at her high
school graduation. But
Hutto didn’t just attend
the special events near-
by, as several speakers
mentioned during the
celebration. He traveled
to California to visit
Ruben Perez after boot
camp, and New Orleans
to see Victoria Harris
compete in a pageant.

“I believe Roger has
helped me to become
who I am today,” said
former church member
Austin Gaver, who has
since moved to the Jack-
sonville area. “He is al-
ways available for any-
thing and he will make
time for anyone. He has
the heart of gold. Roger
also was one of the min-
isters at my wedding.”

When the time came to
look for a pastor in 2008,
Rick Young served on
the search committee.
The group of church
members took the time
to consider other candi-
dates, but the choice was
becoming clear.

“He is the perfect

match,” he said. “He
knew us; he already
knew what we were
about. He already knew
our short-comings. You
can meet members of
your future church, but
until you get to be with
them on a daily basis,
you don’t know what it
will be like. He already
knew us and loved us.” 

That love has helped a
number of families
though the tough years
of teenage children.
“What he has done for
my girls, only he, they
and God knows,” said
Sybil Rogers, the mother
of three women who are
confident in their rela-
tionship with Christ. “I
honestly don't know
what Roy (her husband)
and I would have done
without his input. I am
positive if Roger had not
had so many activities
for the youth my girls
would have gotten into
more trouble than what
they did.” 

All that activity for
youth sometimes meant
Hutto’s wife Laura ei-
ther spent time with
dozens of teenagers or
spent time without her
husband.   “Laura has
been right there beside
him,” Mantha Young
said. “He’s been gone a
lot and she’s been right
there supporting him the
entire 20 years. That says
a lot of her character.”

The Huttos recently
celebrated their 20th
wedding anniversary
shortly after welcoming
their second child, Emily
on May 17. They also
have a son named Luke.
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OPINION

The late South African economist
William Hutt, in his 1964 book, "The
Economics of the Colour Bar," said
that one of the supreme tragedies of
the human condition is that those
who have been the victims of injus-
tices and oppression "can often be ob-
served to be inflicting not dissimilar
injustices upon other races."

Born in 1936, I've lived through
some of our openly racist history,
which has included racist insults,
beatings and lynchings. Tuskegee In-
stitute records show that between the
years 1880 and 1951, 3,437 blacks and
1,293 whites were lynched. I recall my
cousin's and my being chased out of
Fishtown and Grays Ferry, two pre-
dominantly Irish Philadelphia neigh-
borhoods, in the 1940s, not stopping
until we reached a predominantly
black North or South Philly neighbor-
hood.

Today all that has changed. Most
racist assaults are committed by
blacks. What's worse is there're
blacks, still alive, who lived through
the times of lynching, Jim Crow laws
and open racism who remain silent in
the face of it.

Last year, four black Skidmore Col-
lege students yelled racial slurs while
they beat up a white man because he
was dining with a black man. Skid-
more College's first response was to

offer counseling
to one of the
black students
charged with the
crime. In 2009, a
black Columbia
University pro-
fessor assaulted a
white woman
during a heated
argument about
race relations. According to inter-
views and court records obtained and
reported by Denver's ABC affiliate
(12/4/2009), black gangs roamed
downtown Denver verbally venting
their hatred for white victims before
assaulting and robbing them during a
four-month crime wave. Earlier this
year, two black girls beat a white girl
at a McDonald's, and the victim suf-
fered a seizure. Chicago Mayor Rahm
Emanuel ordered an emergency shut-
down of the beaches in Chicago be-
cause mobs of blacks were terrorizing
families. According to the NBC affili-
ate there (6/8/2011), a gang of black
teens stormed a city bus, attacked
white victims and ran off with their
belongings.

Racist black attacks are not only
against whites but also against
Asians. In San Francisco, five blacks
beat an 83-year-old Chinese man to
death. They threw a 57-year-old

woman off a train
platform. Two
black Oakland
teenagers assault-
ed a 59-year-old
Chinese man; the
punching
knocked him to
the ground,
killing him. At
Philly's South

Philadelphia High School, Asian stu-
dents report that black students rou-
tinely pelt them with food and beat,
punch and kick them in school hall-
ways and bathrooms as they hurl
racial epithets such as "Hey, Chinese!"
and "Yo, Dragon Ball!" The Asian
American Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund charged the School District
of Philadelphia with "deliberate indif-
ference" toward black victimization of
Asian students.

In many of these brutal attacks, the
news media make no mention of the
race of the perpetrators. If it were
white racist gangs randomly attacking
blacks, the mainstream media would
have no hesitation reporting the race
of the perps. Editors for the Los An-
geles Times, The New York Times
and the Chicago Tribune admitted to
deliberately censoring information
about black crime for political rea-
sons. Chicago Tribune Editor Gerould

Kern recently said that the paper's
reason for censorship was to "guard
against subjecting an entire group of
people to suspicion."

These racist attacks can, at
least in part, be attributed to the black
elite, who have a vested interest in
racial paranoia. And that includes a
president who has spent years
aligned with people who have pro-
moted racial grievance and polariza-
tion and appointed an attorney gener-
al who's accused us of being "a nation
of cowards" on matters of race and
has refused to prosecute black thugs
who gathered at a Philadelphia vot-
ing site in blatant violation of federal
voter intimidation laws. Tragically,
black youngsters -- who are seething
with resentments, refusing to accept
educational and other opportunities
unknown to blacks yesteryear -- will
turn out to be the larger victims in the
long run.

Black silence in the face of black
racism has to be one of the biggest be-
trayals of the civil rights struggle that
included black and white Americans.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

America's new racists
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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Dear Editor,

I think the City of Jasper enjoyed a great fes-
tival on June the Eleventh. This was made pos-
sible because of the hard work of one of Hamil-
ton County's own lifelong citizens. She puts her
heart and soul into any project she partakes of
and the final result is a good time for everyone
and improving Hamilton County.

I understand there are other projects that she
is working on to improve our county that
I  (and many others) appreciate her efforts. So,
when you pass her in the grocery store or see
her around town, pat her on the back because
she won't do it herself.   Thank you CINDY
BASS EATMON.

From Sandy McCall, Linda Taylor, 
and  a grateful County.

Letter to the 
Editor

Pastor Hutto’s 20th anniversary celebrated at Jasper’s First Baptist Church

Pastor Roger Hutto with wife Laura, son Luke, and

daughter Emily. -  Photos courtesy of Jesica Dasher

Pastor Hutto & family, along with past and present church members celebrated

his 20th anniversary with the First Baptist Church of Jasper on June 5, 2011.
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Obituaries

 644257-F

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School.......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship....................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study...............................7:00 p.m.

 644208-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 792-2275

 Pastor: Steve Shaw
 Sunday

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...................11:00 a.m.
 Childrenʼs Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training......................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship....................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting.......................7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Programs . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

 643869-F
 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH

 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 
  Jennings, FL 32053

 938-5611
  Pastor:Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School................................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.............................11:00 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Worship, Youth Happening, 
 RAʼs, GAʼs.........................................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper..............................................6:00 p.m.
 Prayer Meeting, Discipleship class for adults, 
 Youth actvities, Childrenʼs Choirs.....6:30 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 644209-F

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper

 Bldg.: 792-2277
 Sunday

 Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 644212-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School...............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship........................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Kidsʼ Program................................6:15 p.m.

 644236-F

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Louise 
 at 1-800-525-4182

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41

 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 644211-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258
 Pastor: Alexandria Hedrick

 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service...........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Prayer in Fellowship Hall...............9:00 a.m.
 Choir Practice................................7:00 p.m.

 644251-F

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:45 p.m.
 Choir Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 644232-F

 METHODIST

 644210

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 653958-F EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.

 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA
 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 677166cpv

 Sofa & Chair 
 Upholstered in 

 any
 fabric we stock!

 $ 489 00

Ulma Mullis Braswell
June 22, 1920  - 

June 16, 2011

Ulma Mullis
Braswell, age
90, of Jasper,

FL. passed away Thurs-
day, June 16, 2011 at
South Georgia Medical
Center in Valdosta, GA.
She was a longtime resi-
dent of Hamilton Coun-
ty.  In 1964 Mrs. Braswell
was appointed to the po-
sition of Hamilton
County Tax Collector
and remained in office
until her retirement in
1988. She was born in
Palatka, Florida on June
22, 1920 to the late
Robert and Ethel Hall
Mullis. She met and
married her husband,
Dan Braswell and to-
gether they raised four
daughters until his
death in 1964. Mrs.
Braswell was an Elder
and faithful member of
the First Presbyterian
Church of Jasper. She
freely gave of her time
working with the Pres-
byterian Women, The
March of Dimes and was
a member and past pres-
ident of the Jasper
Woman’s Club. Mrs.
Braswell was preceded
in death by a sister, Jean-
nette Banks and a broth-
er, Ordell Mullis.

Survivors include her
four daughters, Jean-
nette Strickland, Valdos-
ta, GA., Marsha Barker
and her husband, David
of Jasper, FL., Elizabeth
Taylor and her husband,
Greg, also of Jasper and
Dana Doss and her hus-
band, Dudley of
Olympia, WA; six
grandchildren and 8
great grandchildren. 

Funeral services were
held  Saturday, June 18,
2011 at the First Presby-
terian Church in Jasper
with Pastor Sandra
Hedrick and Pastor Bill
Platt officiating. Inter-
ment followed in Ever-
green Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the
First Presbyterian
Church, P.O. Box 329,
Jasper, FL. 32052.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. was in
charge of arrangements.

Mary Ann Hunter
March 22, 1940  -  

June 17, 2011

Mary Ann
Hunter, age
71, of

Statenville, Georgia
passed away unexpect-
edly early Friday morn-
ing June 17, 2011 at
South Georgia Medical

Center in Valdosta, GA.
Mary Ann was born in
Jasper, FL. on March 22,
1940. She was a home-
maker and member of
Lake Park Church of
God. Mary Ann will al-
ways be remembered as
a wonderful wife, moth-
er, grandmother, great
grandmother and friend
to all who knew her. She
was preceded in death
by her mother, Jeanette
Jestes, Leonard Fletcher
and a sister, Gloria
Fletcher.

Survivors include her
husband of 56 years,
J.W. Hunter; four daugh-
ters, Connie Shepard
(Roger), O’Brien, FL., Di-
ane Dempsey (Patrick),
Pinetta, FL., Latrice Ben-
nett (Carroll), Dasher,
GA., and Elaine Vann
(Bobby), Statenville,
GA.; one son, Billy
Hunter, Statenville, GA.;
two brothers, Larry
Fletcher (Terry), Jasper,
FL. and Randy Fletcher,
Lake City, FL.; two sis-
ters, Janice Hester,
Jasper, FL. and Brenda
Fletcher, Lake City, FL.;
11 grandchildren and 16
great grandchildren.

Funeral services were
held Monday, June 20 at
Lake Park Church of
God in Lake Park, GA.
with Pastor Keith San-
dlin officiating.  Inter-
ment followed in Carter
Cemetery in Echols Co.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. was in
charge of arrangements.

Emma L. Smith
October 5, 1919 -

June 16, 2011

Mrs. Emma L.
Smith, age 91,
a resident of

White Springs, FL
passed away Thursday,
June 16, 2011 in Shands
Hospital, Gainesville,
FL. D.M. Udell and Sons
Funeral Home of Live
Oak, FL, 386-362-4189 in
charge of all arrange-
ments.

Jonathan L. Jones
March 6, 1971-
June 17, 2011

Mr. Jonathan L.
Jones, age 40,
a resident of

Lake City, FL passed
away Friday, June 17,
2011 in Lake Butler, FL.
D.M. Udell and Sons Fu-
neral Home of Live Oak,
FL, 386-362-4189 in
charge of all arrange-
ments.

Submitted  by Sarah 
Higginbotham

Vacation Bible School
will be held at Mt. Olive
Missionary Baptist
Church July 11-15, from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. The
theme is “Faithbook:
Connect, Confirm, Wit-

ness”. Classes for Pre-
Schoolers – Adults; a
light supper will be pro-
vided daily.

Everyone is invited for
a fun-filled Bible learn-
ing experience. Call 792-
2255 or 638-0132 for
more information.

Buzz and Terry Register of Moultrie, Georgia are
proud to announce the engagement and approach-
ing marriage of their daughter, Jessica Caitlin, to
Zachary Darrell Abell, son of Jeff and Judy W. Abell
of Enigma, Georgia.

The bride-elect is the granddaughter of Carolyn T.
Cannon of White Springs, Florida and the late Jack
Cannon, and Loyd and Jackie Register of Jasper,
Florida.

A 2007 graduate of Colquitt County High School,
she received an Associate of Arts degree in Family
and Consumer Sciences in 2009 from Abraham Bald-
win Agricultural College in Tifton, Georgia. She will
graduate in 2012 with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Child and Family Development from the University
of Georgia in Athens, Georgia.

The future groom is the grandson of Curtis and
Lunette Williams of Enigma, Paul Abell of Nokomis,
Florida, the late Martha Abell, and the late Gertrude
Abell.

A 2007 graduate of Berrien High School in
Nashville, Georgia, he received an Associate of Sci-
ence degree in Psychology in 2009 from Abraham
Baldwin Agricultural College in Tifton. He will
graduate in 2011 with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Practical Theology from Southeastern University in
Lakeland, Florida.

The wedding will be held Saturday, July 30, 2011,
at First Baptist Church of Moultrie. All friends and
relatives of the couple are invited to attend.

We thank you and appreciate all the flowers,
cards, food and prayers during our time of sor-
row. Our Mother was special to us and we knew
she was special to others. The following poem is
in her memory:

God looked around His garden and he found
an empty place. He then looked down upon this
earth and He saw your tired face. He put His
arms around you and lifted you to rest.

God’s garden must be beautiful. He only takes
the best. He knew that you were suffering, He
knew you were in pain, He knew that you would
never get well on earth again.

He saw the road was getting tough and the
hills were hard to climb, so He closed your eye-
lids and whispered “Peace be thine.”

It broke our hearts to lose you, but you didn’t
go alone; for part of us went with you, the day
God took you home. God Bless you.

From Elizabeth Kramer’s Family

VBS at Mt. Olive Baptist Church 

Thank YouRegister & Abell
Wedding Annoucement

Jessica Caitlin Register & Zachary Darrell Abell

By Alice Moses-Turner,
Social Security District
Manager, Gainesville, Fl

Question: 
Is it true I must now

receive my benefits
through direct deposit?

Answer:
Anyone applying for

benefits on or after May
1, 2011, will be required
to receive their pay-
ments electronically,
while those already re-
ceiving paper checks
will need to switch by
March 1, 2013. Paper
checks will no longer be
an option for most peo-
ple. If you don’t have a
bank account, you can
receive your benefits
through the Direct Ex-
press debit Mastercard.
Switching from checks
to electronic payments is
fast, easy, and free at
www.godirect.org. You
also can call the U.S.
Treasury Processing
Center’s toll-free
helpline at-1-800-333-
1795, speak with a bank
or credit union represen-
tative, or contact Social
Security for help. 

Question: 
How do I know when

it’s the right time for me
to apply for retirement
benefits?

Answer: 

If you use our online
Retirement Estimator,
you can get estimates of
your benefit at various
ages from age 62, the
earliest eligibility age, to
age 70, the age when
you can take full advan-
tage of delayed retire-
ment credits. It allows
you to key in multiple
scenarios so you can get
an instant, personalized
estimate of your future
retirement benefits. It’s
the best way to begin
planning for your retire-
ment. You can find the
online Retirement Esti-
mator at www.socialse-
curity.gov/estimator. 

Question: 
What is the benefit

amount a spouse may be
entitled to receive?

Answer: 
If you are eligible for

both your own retire-
ment benefit and for
benefits as a spouse, we
will always pay you
benefits based on your
record first.  If your ben-
efit as a spouse is higher
than your retirement
benefit, you will receive
a combination of bene-
fits equaling the higher
spouse's benefits.  A
spouse generally re-
ceives one-half of the re-

Social Security
Questions and Answers

SEE SOCIAL, PAGE 7A

DEATH
NOTICES
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9-year olds
Site: First Federal Sportsplex (Field
2)
When: June 25-June 26
Participating teams: Wakulla,
Suwannee Valley 
At stake: Top teams moves on to
state 
Format: Best-of-three series
Schedule
Game 1: Wakulla vs. Suwannee Val-
ley, Saturday, 12:30 p.m.
Game 2: Wakulla vs. Suwannee Val-
ley, Sunday, 10 a.m. 
Game 3: Wakulla vs. Suwannee Val-
ley, Sunday, 3 p.m. 
Outlook: Wakulla is the defending
9-year old champions having swept
host Suwannee last season in two
games and should defend its crown.   

10-year olds
Site: First Federal Sportsplex
When: June 23-26
Participating teams: Union, Suwan-
nee, Hamilton, Taylor, Lake City, Fort
White, Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee
Valley 
At stake: Top two teams move on to
state  
Format: Double elimination
Schedule
Game 1: Union vs. Suwannee,
Thursday, 5:30 (Field 2)
Game 2: Hamilton vs. Taylor,
Thursday, 10 a.m. (Field 2)  
Game 3: Lake City vs. Fort White,
Thursday, 12:30 (Field 2) 
Game 4: Madison vs. Suwannee
Valley, Friday, 3 (Field 2)
Game 5: Lafayette vs. Winner GM 1,
Thursday, 3 (Field 2)  
Game 6: Loser GM 2 vs. Loser GM
1, Friday, 10 (Field 4)
Game 7: Loser GM 5 vs. Loser GM
4, Friday, 3 (Field 4)
Game 8: Winner GM 6 vs. Loser
GM 3, Friday, 12:30 (Field 4)  
Game 9: Winner GM 2 vs. Winner
GM 3, Friday, 12:30 (Field 2)

Game 10: Winner GM 5 vs. Winner
GM 4, Friday, 3 (Field 2)   
Game 11: Winner GM 7 vs. Loser
GM 9, Saturday, 12:30 (Field 4)
Game 12: Loser GM 10 vs. Winner
GM 8, Saturday, 10 (Field 4) 
Game 13: Winner GM 9 vs. Winner
GM 10, Saturday, 10 (Field 2) 
Game 14: Winner GM 12 vs. Winner
GM 11, Saturday, 3 (Field 2)
Game 15: Loser GM 13 vs. Winner
GM 14, Sunday, 10 (Field 4)
Game 16: Winner GM 13 vs. Winner
GM 15, Sunday, 12:30 (Field 2)
Game 17: If necessary,
Sunday/Monday, TBA (Field 2)
Outlook: Lake City held off Madi-
son in the title game as both teams
advanced to state, both will likely be
the favorites again 

11-year olds
Site: First Federal Sportsplex (Field
3)
When: June 25-26 
Participating teams: Lake City,
Wakulla  
At stake: Top team moves on to
state  
Format: Best-of-three series 
Schedule
Game 1: Lake City vs. Wakulla, Sat-
urday, 12:30 
Game 2: Lake City vs. Wakulla,
Sunday, 10 a.m. 
Game 3: Lake City vs. Wakulla,
Sunday, 3 p.m.  
Outlook: There was no 11-year old
division last year, so we will have a
new district champion crowned. 

12-year olds
Site: First Federal Sportsplex
When: June 23-26
Participating teams: Madison, Tay-
lor, Lake City, Union, Hamilton,
Suwannee, Fort White, Jefferson,
Wakulla, Suwannee Valley, Lafayette  

By Corey Davis
corey.davis@gaflnews.com

LIVE OAK-Twenty-nine teams will
begin their road to the state tourna-
ment this weekend, competing in the
Florida Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken District
6 All-Star baseball tournaments June
23-26 at the First Federal Sportsplex. 
The double elimination tourna-
ments will feature teams from Fort
White, Hamilton County, Jefferson
County, Lafayette, Lake City, Madison
County, Taylor County, Suwannee
County, Suwannee Valley League
(Trenton), Union County and Wakulla
County.  
Teams representing the ages of 9, 10-
under, 11, 12-under and 15-under will
compete with the top  teams from each
age group advancing to their respec-
tive state tournaments. 
State tournaments will be held in
Lake City for 9-year olds, Jasper for
10-year-olds, Lake City for 11-year
olds, Live Oak for 12-year olds (60 and
70 foot bases) and 15-year olds. 
The tournament kicks off Thursday
at 10 a.m. in the 12-under group with
Madison County taking on Taylor

County on field three, followed by
Lake City meeting Union County at
12:30 on field five and Hamilton
County facing Suwannee County at
12:30 on field three.
Fort White and Jefferson County
square off at 3 on field five, Wakulla
taking on the winner of
Madison/Taylor at 3 on field three,
Suwannee Valley facing the winner of
the Lake City/Union County game at
5:30 on field five and Lafayette meet-
ing the Hamilton/Suwannee winner
at 5:30 on field three.
In 15-under group, Jefferson County
will face Suwannee at 5 on field one
and in the 10-under group, Union
County will face Suwannee at 5:30 on
field two.
Wakulla and Suwannee Valley will
meet in a best of three series begin-
ning Saturday at 12:30 to determine
the 9 year old district champion, after
several teams withdrew as will Lake
City and Wakulla in the 11-year old
division. Only the winner of the 9 and
11 year old division moves on to the
state tournament.
In the 12-under tournament, three
teams will advance to state including

the winner and runner-up along with
the host Suwannee team. In the event,
Suwannee qualifies for the title game,
the third place team will also move on. 
In the 15-under tournament, the
winner of the tournament along with

the host team advances to state. If
Suwannee advances to the title game,
the other team in the final will also
qualify for state.
For a complete list of all the tourna-
ment schedules, see the attached story.

Girls soccer camp
coming
The First Annual
Hamilton County girls
soccer camp will take
place July 10-13 at the
Florida Gateway Resort
Grounds. The camp is
open for kids 11-18 and
will cost $150 for resi-
dential camp or $100 for
day camp. Hamilton
County coaches Chris
Bird and Candido Perez
will conduct the camp
and they can be reached
at 386-855-1288 or 386-
365-5140 for more infor-
mation.     

Dog Pound signups
set
The Suwannee Dog
Pound is holding regis-
tration for its upcoming
2011 season from now
until July 29 at the Dou-
glass Center for its tiny
mites (5-7), mitey mites
(7-9), jr. pee wee (8-11)
and pee wee (9-12)
teams. Packets can be
picked up at 1215 SW
7th Street or the Dou-
glass Center gym be-
tween 3:30-7 p.m. The
cost is $60 for returners
and $75 for new players,
which includes the price
of helmet, pads and uni-
forms. For more infor-
mation contact Dewayne
Charlton at 1-386-590-
7065 or Arnold Philmore
466-5138.     

Free physicals given
Free physicals will be
given to Suwannee high
athletes June 30 at 6 p.m.
in the gym. Physical and
consent forms will be

given out upon arrival.
Please remember, both
physicals and parental
consent forms are re-
quired before an athlete
can practice or play. It is
highly encouraged that
all potential student-ath-
letes attend this event.
Please call Suwannee
AD Hunter Abercrombie
at 386-647-4046 with any
questions.

All-Sports passes for
sale
Suwannee High will
begin selling All-Sports
passes for the 2011-2012
school year beginning
July 5. The All-Sports
pass allows admission to
every regular season
sporting event at Suwan-
nee for the entire year.
Passes are $60 and may
be purchased upon ap-
pointment. Again, these
passes only allow gener-
al admission at regular
season games and will
not be honored for pre or
post season FHSAA
sanctioned events.
Please call Suwannee
AD Hunter Abercrombie
at 386-647-4046 to pur-
chase your pass. You
may also stop by Suwan-
nee High after July 5
from 9 a.m till 3 p.m. to
purchase your pass.                

Suwannee volleyball
camp 
Suwannee High varsi-
ty volleyball coach
Deanna Law announces
a volleyball clinic for lo-
cal boys and girls who
are in grades four
through seventh. The

clinic will teach basic
volleyball skills and is
part of a fundraiser to
help eight girls go to vol-
leyball camp at Valdosta
State University. The
clinic will be held June
27-28 28 from 9 a.m. till 2
p.m. at Suwannee High
gym, with registration
being held at the door.
The fee for the two days
is $50, which includes
lunch and a T-shirt. Each
student who would like
to register must be first
accompanied by a
guardian so proper
forms can be signed.  

Baseball, Softball
camps coming
Prospect Baseball
Training Facility along
with players from the
Florida State softball
team will be offering a
girls softball camp June
24-26 for girls ages 8-up.
The camp will be held at
the Training Facility and
Richard Norris softball
complex at Suwannee
High.  The cost is $100
per child for members of
Prospect Baseball and
$125 for non-members.
Sign up now to reserve
your spot. Call Bubba
Harris at 386-590-4014.       

Lineman camp coming
soon
Suwannee High
coaches will put on a
free lineman camp Mon-
day June 20 from 8-1
p.m. for all boys entering
fifth grade and up in
Suwannee County. Par-

Sports The Jasper News

County 10-year old 2010 all-stars were Javy Zamora, Garien Franklin, John Luke Davis, Bailey
Jones, Peyton Newsome, Emmanuel Aldama, Preston Parks, Duke Roberson, Glorida Gandy, Lo-
gan Hughes, Drew Stone and coaches Pablo Garcia, Javier Zamora, Hector Zamora and Ignacio
Zamora. - Photos: Corey Davis 

Showtime for all-stars  

Sports BriefsDistrict 6 All-Star tournaments

Hamilton County 15-year old 2010 all-stars were Trevor Barker, Dylan Brantley, Wesley Brantley,
Conner Carter, Aaron Cooks, Joseph Cooks, Keith Cribbs, Jeremiah Lee, Zack Medearis, Rodol-
fo Roque, Trevor Sistrunk, Anterfernee Smith, Darian Speights and coaches Josh Smith, David
Gause and Henry Bembry.

Hamilton County 12-year old 2010 all-stars were Douglas Barker, Tyler Crowder, James Gandy,
Ben Godwin, Javiel  Jones, Cody Marcano, Thomas Marcano, Clay Moore, Zach Morgan, Hunter
Smith, Michael Whetstone, Austin Windham and coaches Greg Godwin, Richard Herndon, Tom-
my Smith and Vince Windham.

SEE DISTRICT, PAGE 7A SEE SPORTS, PAGE 8A
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Submitted  by Heather Futch, 4-H/ FCS
Agent I UF/ IFAS

The development of life skills among
youth is a primary goal for the 4-H pro-
gram. While oral communication skills
are among the skills most commonly
associated with productive living, they
are not as heavily emphasized as writ-
ing, reading and computing. In order
to enhance these skills in a high num-
ber of Hamilton County youth, the
Hamilton County 4-H Program and
Tropicana offered the 4-H/Tropicana
Public Speaking Program to all fourth,
fifth and sixth grade students.  Hamil-
ton County schools, public and private,
have recognized the importance of
communicating effectively, and have
endorsed the inclusion of this public
speaking education program in the
curriculum for 4th, 5th, and 6th
graders. 

The 4-H/Tropicana Public Speaking
Program began in 1969 in Manatee
County, location of Tropicana's main
office. Prior to 1986 the program was
conducted in the 4th, 5th, and 6th
grades in eight Florida counties. In
2005 Hamilton County joined many
other counties all over the state of
Florida participating in the 4-H/Tropi-
cana Public Speaking Program. During
the past couple of months, approxi-
mately 400 students of Hamilton Coun-
ty participated in this program. In ad-
dition, countless volunteers helped stu-
dents and approximately 25 teachers
served as 4-H Public Speaking Project
leaders by setting aside part of their
classroom time to help students re-
search, organize, practice, critique, and
present speeches. 

As an integral part of this contest,
Tropicana provided development and
printing of all materials including
teacher lesson plans, student
brochures, etc. Tropicana also provid-
ed ribbons, medallions, and plaques
for participants at various levels of the
competition.

Six groups participated in the 4-H
Tropicana Speaking Contest this year:
South Hamilton Elementary, Corinth
Christian Academy, North Hamilton
Elementary, and Central Hamilton Ele-
mentary, Hamilton County Virtual In-
struction School, and 4-H F.I.S.H.
Fourth grade school winners included:
Allie Pinello, South Hamilton Elemen-
tary; Emily Fenneman, Corinth Christ-
ian Academy; Victoria Franklin, North
Hamilton Elementary; Logan Hughes,
Central Hamilton Elementary; Alisha
Lewis, Central Hamilton Elementary;
and Angie Sanchez, 4-H FISH. Fifth
grade school winners were as follows:
Thassany Brown, South Hamilton Ele-
mentary; Anslie Creech, Corinth Chris-
tian Academy; Diane Carter, Hamilton
County Virtual Instruction School; and
Jessica Carter, 4-H F.I.S.H. Sixth grade
school winners included: Madison
Brantley, North Hamilton Elementary;
Amanda Hughes, 4-H F.I.S.H.; Kaleigh
Norris, South Hamilton Elementary;
Zack Morgan, South Hamilton Ele-
mentary; and Chase Corley, Corinth
Christian Academy.

This year’s county competition was
held on May 24th, 2011 at South Hamil-
ton Elementary School. Six fourth
graders, four fifth graders, and five
sixth graders competed to decide the
county winner for each level.  Mr. Bush
provided a welcome to students and
other visitors. Mrs. Pinello introduced
each speaker.  Judges were Becky Ben-
nett, Brian Estevez, and Kevin Lewis.
Youth spoke on a number of different
things including softball, pets, heroes,
heritage, and their school.   Judges tal-
lied the scores and presentation of
awards were made by David Law and
Heather Futch, Hamilton County 4-
H/FCS Agent. Awards were followed
with closing remarks from Heather
Futch.  

Fourth grade county winners were
1st Place Logan Hughes, 2nd Place Al-
lie Pinello, 3rd Place Victoria Franklin,
and Honorable Mention Angie
Sanchez. Fifth grade county winners
were 1st Place Jessica Carter, 2nd Place
Diane Carter, 3rd Place Anslie Creech,
and Honorable Mention Thassany
Brown. Sixth grade county winners
were 1st Place Kaleigh Norris, 2nd
Place Amanda Hughes, 3rd Place
Madison Brantley, and Honorable
Mention Zack Morgan. All winners re-
ceived plaques provided by Tropicana.

June 27  -  The Hamilton County
School Board will hold a special meet-
ing to discuss personnel and possible
declaration of buses as surplus. 4 p.m.
at the School District Administrative
Complex, Jasper.

July 11-15  -  Vacation Bible School at
Jennings United Methodist Church
from 6:00-8:30 p.m. All children invit-
ed to attend; call 386-938-5745 or 229-
559-5916 for more information.

July 11-15  -  Mt. Olive Baptist
Church in Jasper will conduct their Va-
cation Bible School from 6-8p.m.
Everyone is invited to attend. Classes
for Pre-Schoolers-Adults. A light sup-
per provided daily. 792-2255 or 638-
0132.

Weekly and Monthly Happenings:
Free Food Pantry for senior citizens

(at least 60 years of age) on the 4th
Thursday of each month from 1-2 p.m.
at the Hamilton County Council on
Aging building, 313 Hatley St., Jasper
(behind Bank of America). 386-638-
0077

American Legion Post 215 meets 4th
Thursday each month at 7 p.m. at
Poplar Springs Church, MLK Drive,
Jasper.

On Mondays, Wednesdays & Fri-
days New Bethel AME Church will as-
sist you in completing the Children &
Family Applications. 9 a.m-1 p.m. at
604 SW 6th Avenue, Jasper. Contact
JoAnn Townsend at 792-2323.

The Jasper Revitalization Committee
meets the 3rd Thursday of each month
at 6 p.m. at Bass’s Furniture, down-
town Jasper. Email
bassfurniture@windstream.net or call
792-2725

Bible Baptist Church clothes closet:
2nd Saturday each month from 10a.m-
1p.m. Call 792-0720 for more informa-
tion

1st Friday each month Sweet Home
Baptist Church on 25A in White
Springs sells 1st Friday Dinners for the
benefit of the church. From 11a.m.-
3p.m. $5-$7.

Jasper First Methodist
Church  clothes closet:   4th Saturday
each month from 1 - 5 p.m.  For more
information contact 792-0904.

Bellville Volunteer Fire Department
holds their monthly meeting on the 1st
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m.

Hamilton Co. Riding Club first Sat-
urday meetings at 5 pm & games at 6
pm with a Jackpot Cloverleaf barrel
race, Hamilton Co. Arena. Email
vkcg1975@yahoo.com for more infor-
mation.

Competition Mounted Drill Teams
meet & ride every Sunday, 7 pm until,
at the Hamilton Co. Arena. Email bass-
furniture@windstream.net, attention
Cindy Eatmon, drill team coach, for
more information or to ride.

White Springs HOPE Office, Adult
& Community Education Summer
Hours: open for the summer from 1-4
p.m. on Tuesday through Friday, and
from 6-9 p.m. from Monday through
Friday. GED small group tutoring is
from 1-4 p.m. and 6-9 p.m.  Tuesday-
Thursday. Beginning computer classes
are from 7:30-9 p.m. on Monday and
Friday nights and from 1-2:30 on Fri-
day. Microsoft Office training is from
6-7:30 p.m. on Monday and Friday
nights and 2:30-4 p.m. on Friday. The
building is available for computer use
and quiet study during all open hours.
Additional hours will be added when
volunteers become available. The
school is at 16811 Spring St. in White
Springs, across U.S. 41 from the Dollar
General. Call Robin Luger at 386-397-
1418 for more information or to volun-
teer.

Community calendar2011 Hamilton County 
4-H/Tropicana Public 

Speaking Contest

Fifth grade County winners in the 4H/Tropicana Public Speaking competition were: 1st place Jes-
sica Carter, 2nd place Diane Carter, 34d place Anslie Creech, and Honorable Mention Thassany
Brown. The awards were presented by Heather Futch, 4-H/FCS agent.

Fourth grade County winners in the 4H/Tropicana Public Speaking competition were: 1st place Lo-
gan Hughes, 2nd place Allie Pinello, 3rd place Victoria Franklin, and Honorable Mention Angie
Sanchez. The awards were presented by Heather Futch, 4-H/FCS agent.

Sixth grade County winners in the 4H/Tropicana Public Speaking competition were: 1st place
Kaleigh Norris, 2nd place Amanda Hughes, 3rd place Madison Brantley, and Honorable Mention
Zack Morgan. The awards were presented by Heather Futch, 4-H/FCS agent. 
- Photos submitted by Heather Futch

tired worker's full bene-
fit unless the spouse be-
gins collecting benefits
before full retirement
age. If the spouse begins
collecting benefits before
full retirement age, the
amount of the spouse's
benefit is reduced by a
percentage based on the
number of months be-
fore he or she reaches
full retirement age.  For
example, based on the
full retirement age of 66,
if a spouse begins col-
lecting benefits:

At age 65, the benefit
amount would be about
46 percent of the retired
worker's full benefit; 

At age 64, it would be
about 42 percent; 

At age 63, 37.5 per-
cent; and 

At age 62, 35 percent. 
However, if a spouse

is taking care of a child
who is under age 16 or
disabled and receiving
Social Security benefits
on the same record, a
spouse will receive full
benefits, regardless of
age.  Learn more by
reading our Retirement
publication at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/pubs/1
0035.html.

Question: 
I’m applying for dis-

ability benefits. Do I au-
tomatically
receive Medicare bene-
fits if I'm approved for
disability benefits?

Answer: 
You will receive

Medicare after you re-
ceive disability benefits
for 24 months. When
you become eligible for
disability benefits, we
will automatically enroll
you in Medicare. We
start counting the 24
months from the month
you were entitled to re-
ceive disability, not the
month when you re-
ceived your first pay-
ment. Special rules ap-
ply for people with per-
manent kidney failure
and those with “Lou
Gehrig's Disease” (amy-
otrophic lateral sclero-
sis). Learn more about
Social Security disability
benefits by reading our
publication at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/pubs/1
0029.html.

Social Security questions
and Answers
Continued From Page 5A

At stake: Top two
teams move on to state  

Format: Double elimi-
nation

Schedule
Game 1: Madison vs.

Taylor, Thursday, 10,
(Field 3) 

Game 2: Lake City vs.
Union, Thursday, 12:30
(Field 5)

Game 3: Suwannee vs.
Hamilton, Thursday,
12:30 (Field 3) 

Game 4: Fort White
vs. Jefferson, Thursday,
3 (Field 5)   

Game 5: Wakulla vs.
Winner GM 1, Thurs-
day, 3 (Field 3)

Game 6: Suwannee
Valley vs. Winner GM
2, Thursday, 5:30 (Field
5) 

Game 7: Lafayette vs.
Winner GM 3, Thurs-
day, 5:30 (Field 3) 

Game 8: Loser GM 2
vs. Loser GM 4, Friday,
12:30 (Field 5)

Game 9: Loser GM 5
vs. Loser GM 3, Friday,
12:30 (Field 3) 

Game 10: Loser GM 1
vs. Loser GM 7, Friday,
10 (Field 3) 

Game 11: Winner GM
8 vs. Winner GM 9, Fri-
day, 5:30 (Field 5)

Game 12: Winner GM
10 vs. Loser GM 6, Fri-
day, 3 (Field 5)

Game 13: Winner GM
4 vs. Winner GM 5, Fri-
day, 3 (Field 3)

Game 14: Winner GM
6 vs. Winner GM 7, Fri-
day, 5:30 (Field 3)   

Game 15: Loser GM
14 vs. Winner GM 11,
Saturday, 10 (Field 5)

Game 16: Loser GM
13 vs. Winner GM 12,
Saturday, 12:30 (Field 5)

Game 17: Winner GM
13 vs. Winner GM 14,
Saturday, 10 (Field 3) 

Game 18: Winner GM
15 vs. Winner GM 16,
Saturday, 3 (Field 3)

Game 19: Winner GM
18 vs. Loser GM 17,
Sunday, 10 (Field 5)

Game 20: Winner GM
17 vs. Winner GM 19,
Sunday, 12:30 (Field 3) 

Game 21: If necessary,
Monday, TBA (Field 3)

Outlook: Hamilton,
Lafayette and host
Suwannee all advanced
to the state tournament
in the 12-under  divi-
sion last year after
Hamilton held off
Lafayette in the final.  

15-year olds
Site: First Federal

Sportsplex (Field 1)

When: June 23-26
Participating teams:

Jefferson, Suwannee,
Lafayette, Hamilton,
Fort White  

At stake: Top team
moves on to state  

Format: Double elimi-
nation

Schedule
Game 1: Jefferson vs.

Suwannee, Thursday,
12:30 

Game 2: Lafayette vs.
Hamilton, Friday, 10
a.m.  

Game 3: Fort White vs
Winner of GM 1, Friday,
1  

Game 4: Loser of GM1
vs Loser of GM2, Friday
4 

Game 5: Winner of
GM2 vs. Winner GM3,
Saturday, 10 a.m. 

Game 6: Winner of
GM  4 vs. Loser of GM
3, Saturday, 1 p.m.

Game 7: Loser of GM
5 vs. Winner of GM 6,
Saturday, 4 p.m.

Game 8: Winner of
GM 5 vs. Winner of GM
7, Sunday, 10 a.m.

Game 9: If necessary,
Sunday, 1 p.m.    

Outlook: Fort White is
the defending 15-under
division champion and
the favorite to claim the
title again. 

District 6 All-Star tournaments
Continued From Page 6A
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ticipants are asked to
meet in the cafeteria and
bring cleats and black
shorts.     
Just Play it Sports ex-
panding

Just Play it Sports has
expanded its facility and
added a new golf and
trophy room, as well as
a gym with indoor bat-
ting cage and volleyball
Classes. The cage is now
open with instructional
sessions or for just
for  hitting. The instruc-
tional volleyball classes
are for ages 4-6, 7-9, and
10-15 starting May 17
and classes range from
$7.50 to $10 per class.
Space is limited so
please sign up at Just
Play It or call us at 386-
208-0713. We also have
the gym and our new
courtyard available for
party rentals.
Adult baseball team
needed

The Men's Adult Base-
ball League is looking to
place a team in the
Suwannee Valley area
and is looking for poten-
tial interested players
ages 18-55 to join the
team. The league fea-
tures teams from all over
North Florida and South
Georgia and is getting
ready to start the 2011
season. Games will start
in April and run
through August and will

feature teams in Madi-
son County, Tallahassee,
Lake City, Valdosta, and
Gainesville. Spokesman
Greg Baker said the
league is seriously inter-
ested in putting a team
in the area and would
like prospective players
or managers to check
out www.leagueline-
up.com/northfloridam-
abl . The cost is $80 per
player which covers in-
surance, uniforms, um-
pires and other expens-
es.   
Football players wanted

The Gulf Coast At-
lantic Football league is
looking to put a team in
the Suwannee Valley
area for the upcoming
season. The Suwannee
County Wranglers will
be located in Live Oak
and is open to any play-
ers from surrounding ar-
eas including Suwannee,
Lafayette and Hamilton
counties. The league will
feature the Tampa Rene-
gades, Highland County
Rush, Lake County
Stars, Lakeland Thunder
and also potentially
teams in Clearwater,
Tallahassee, Venice and
Orlando.  For more in-
formation log onto
www.htosports.com/sc
wranglers.      
Sports briefs wanted

Are you hosting any
kind of sports tourna-
ment, having rec league
signups, having a car

wash event for a sport-
ing team or looking for
baseball and softball
players to fill out your
travel teams. Get your
information out to
everyone free each week
in the Sports Briefs. Send
me your information,
the time, the place,
when, how much it cost,
etc.. Send me our infor-
mation at
corey.davis@gaflnews.c
om or call me at 362-
1734, ext. 132. 
Sports news wanted

Attention area coach-
es, want your athletic
team to get more cover-
age send me your results
each week or after each
game. Covering Suwan-
nee, Branford, Lafayette
and Hamilton County
High sports programs,
we can't be everywhere
and need your help with
coverage. Send us a few
short paragraphs, stats
and pictures on last
nights game to
corey.davis@gaflnews.c
om or call your results in
to 362-1734, ext. 132.    
Freelancers wanted 

Have an urge to get
out and cover a game in
your own community.
We need volunteers to
help cover and photo-
graph sports in Bran-
ford, Jasper and Mayo. If
interested, send me an
email or call me 362-
1734, ext. 132 if you're
interested.

Sports Briefs
Continued From Page 6A

Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record  each
week .  If your name ap-
pears here and  you are
later found not guilty or
the charges are
dropped , we will be
happy to  make note o f
this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is
presented  to  us by you
or the authorities.

The following abbre-
viations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commis-
sion

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida De-
partment of Law En-
forcement

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Po-
lice Department

OALE - Office of
Agricultural Law En-
forcement

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White
Springs Police Depart-
ment

June 13, Jackson Lee
Norris, 32; 39521
Cemetary Road, Unatil-
la, FL; hold for Lake Co.
S.O.; FWC

June 14, Thomas John-
son, 22; 16797 Mill
Street, White Springs;
violation of probation;
P&P

June 14, Juan Diego
Carbajal, 27; 5501 Ruth
Morris, Tampa, FL; hold
for ICE; HCSO

June 16, Francisco
Gozman Perez, 23;
North Florida Inn, Jen-
nings; affray; JNPD

June 16, Jessie Rae
Mauldin, 24;  3424 SE
59th Place, Jasper; dri-
ving under the influ-
ence, driving while li-
cense suspended/re-
voked; FWC

June 16, Adrian Lamb,
21; 4740 Brookhaven
Court, Lake Park, GA;
possession of cannabis
less than 20 grams;
HCSO

June 16, Ronnie Lamb,
35; 1417 Magnolia
Street, Valdosta, GA;
Prob viol/Parole, intro
of contraband, driving
while license suspend-
ed/revoked, failure to
move over; HCSO

June 16, Randy Lee
Southerland, 43; 1705
MLK Drive, Jasper; bat-
tery (domestic violence);
JAPD

June 16, Jorge Miguel
Tomas, 40; 1329 Stephen
Street, Jennings; driving
while license suspend-
ed; HCSO

June 16, Lewis Van
Braswell, 51; 7176 NW
CR 152, Jennings; grand
theft III, vehicle theft;
DTF/HCSO

June 16, Pedro Her-

nandez, 36; North Flori-
da Inn, Jennings; affray,
hold for ICE; JNPE

June 16, Vincent De-
wayne Rice, 34; 5239
Cannon Drive, Lake
Park, GA; cocaine pos-
session with intent to
sell within 1,000 feet of
a place of worship, mar-
ijuana possession within
1,000 feet of a place of
worship, possession of
drug paraphernalia;
JNPD

June 17, Johnie Ray
Beasley, 48; 1800 East-
wind Road, Valdosta,
GA; in to serve 12th
weekend; HCSO

June 17, Jacklyn J.
Allen, 22; 1312 SW 2nd
Street, Jasper; criminal
use of ID, forgery, utter-
ing forgery, III grand
theft; HCSO

June 18, Danielle
Marie Dow, 38; 2641
NW CR 141, Jennings;
driving while license
suspended, reckless dri-
ving, resisting with vio-
lence; HCSO

June 18, Derrick
Parko, 222 Miller Drive,
Richmond, Kentucky;
driving while license
suspended, 3 counts
possession of controlled
substance, possession of
drug paraphernalia,
possession of less than
20 grams marijuana;
Statewide Extraditions

June 18. Marcial Cer-
ro, 22; Motel 8, Jennings;
no valid drivers license;
HCSO

June 19, Benjamin F.
Bell, Jr., 38; 1494 Berry
Street, Jennings; posses-
sion of firearm by con-
victed felon, operation
of bottle club, operation
of bottle club without a
license; HCSO

Arrest
Reports

Jasper Legals
PUBLIC AUCTION

Location: Dennis Garage
8109 CR 146 NW

Jennings, FL 32053
Date: 07-06-11
Time: 8:00 A.M.

2001 Oldsmobile
Vin# 1G3NL52T51C144905
1998 Lufkin
Vin# 1L01A5327W1131717
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Date: 07-14-11
Time: 8:00 A.M.

1998 Ford
Vin# 1FAFP52S0WA238358
1997 Mercury
Vin# 1MELM55UXVA65490
1997 Plymouth
Vin# 2P4FP2536VR146853
06/23

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HAMILTON
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL ACTION
CASE NO.: 24-2010-CA-000152

WELLS FARGO BANK, NA,

Plaintiff,

Vs.

ROY C. WALDHAUER A/K/A
ROY CHARLES WALDHAUER, II 
A/K/A ROY WALDHAUER, JR.
A/K/A ROY CHARLES WALDHAUER
A/K/A ROY C. WALDHAUER, II
A/K/A ROY WALDHAUER, II
A/K/A ROY C. WALDHAUER, JR
A/K/A ROY WALDHAUER, et al,

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
a Final Judgment of Mortgage Foreclo-
sure dated June 03, 2011 and entered in
Case No. 24-2010-CA-000152 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the THIRD Judicial Circuit in
and for HAMILTON County, Florida where-
in WELLS FARGO BANK, NA is the Plain-
tiff and ROY C. WALDHAUER A/K/A ROY
CHARLES WALDHAUER, II A/K/A ROY
WALDHAUER, JR. A/K/A ROY CHARLES
WALDHAUER A/K/A ROY C. WALD-
HAUER, II A/K/A ROY WALDHAUER, II
A/K/A ROY C. WALDHAUER, JR A/K/A
ROY WALDHAUER; AMY O WALD-
HAUER A/K/A AMY J. WALDHAUER
A/K/A AMY WALDHAUER; are the Defen-
dants. The Clerk of the Court will sell to
the highest and best bidder for cash at
SOUTH FRONT LOBBY OF THE HAMIL-
TON COUNTY COURTHOUSE at 11:00
AM, on the 1st day of July, 2011, the fol-
lowing described property as set forth in
said Final Judgment:

LOT 26 AND 27, OF SUWANNEE
BLUFFS UNIT ONE, A SUBDIVISION
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2,
PAGE 57, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
OF HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA.

TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN 1998
PALM MOBILE HOME LOCATED
THEREON AS A FIXTURE AND APPUR-
TENANCE THERETO:
VIN# PH0611785AFL & PH0611785BFL
& PH0611785CFL.

A/K/A 6995 SW 68TH DRIVE, JASPER,
FL 32052

Any person claiming an interest in the sur-
plus from the sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date of the Lis
Pendens must file a claim within sixty (60)
days after the sale.

WITNESS MY HAND and the seal of this
Court on June 3, 2011.

(court seal)

Greg Godwin
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: /s/ Cynthia Johnson
Deputy Clerk

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, persons needing a special

accommodation to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact the A.D.A. coordi-
nator no later than seven (7) days prior to
the proceeding contact clerk of the court
207 N.E. first Room 106 Jasper (TDD)
(386) 792-0857.
06/16, 06/23

Jasper Legals

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR HAMILTON
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 2009-CA-000184

SUNTRUST BANK,

Plaintiff,

Vs.

RAYMOND MINER A/K/A RAYMOND
JOHN MINER, SUSAN MINER, WITHLA-
COOCHEE WOODS PROPERTY OWN-
ERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC., CORINNE
MARIE LYNCH, UNKNOWN TENANT
#1, UNKNOWN TENANT #2, and all un-
known parties claiming an interest by,
through, under or against any defen-
dant, or claiming any right, title and in-
terest in the subject property,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to the Final Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above-styled cause in
the Circuit Court in and for Hamilton
County, Florida, I will sell at public auction
to the highest bidder in cash at the Hamil-
ton County Courthouse, 207 NE 1st
Street, Jasper, Florida 32052, at 11:00
a.m. on July 1, 2011, that certain real
property situated in the County of Hamil-
ton, State of Florida, more particularly de-
scribed as follows:

Lot 19, WITHLACOOCHEE WOODS,
INC., a Subdivision as recorded in Plat
Book 2, Page 46, Public Records of
Hamilton County, Florida.

If you are a person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you are en-
titled, at no cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Individuals who re-
quire special accommodations in order to
participate in a court proceeding should
contact the ADA Coordinator, 173 NE
Hernando Avenue, Room 408, Lake City,
FL 32055, (386) 719-7428, within two (2)
business days of your receipt of the No-
tice. Individuals who are hearing impaired
should call (800) 955-8771. Individuals
who are voice impaired should call (800)
955-8770.

Dated: June 3, 2011.

(SEAL)

GREG GODWIN
CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT

By: /s/ Cynthia Johnson
Deputy Clerk

06/23, 06/30

WHITE SPRINGS SELF STORAGE
12467 SE US HWY 41

WHITE SPRINGS, FLORIDA
386-397-1020

Will auction at the above address or oth-
erwise dispose of the contents, listed as
general household goods, of the following
units on July 1, 2011 at 10 a.m.

Unit #105 Okimah Lowe
Unit #216 Carolyn Brown
Unit #219 Kimberly Cone

We reserve the right to reject any and all
bids. Cash only and remove goods the
day of sale.
6/16, 23

North Florida Broadband Authority
Request for Bids (RFB) Bids Civil 

Installation Services of Site 
Infrastructure RFB#: NFBA2011-08

Notice is hereby given that the NORTH
FLORIDA BROADBAND AUTHORITY
(the “NFBA”) is requesting sealed bids for
the following: 

RFB#: NFBA2011-08 for Civil Installation
Services of Site Infrastructure at wireless
telecommunication sites (referred to here-
in as the “Civil Installation Services RFB”)
as more fully described herein and on the
NFBA website www.nfba-fl.org. 

The NFBA is an inter-governmental utility
authority.  In 2009, the NFBA applied for
funding under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to design
and deploy a Wireless Broadband Middle
Mile Network (the “Network”) to serve 15
counties in north central Florida including:
Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie,
Gilchrist, Lafayette, Hamilton, Jefferson,
Levy, Madison, Putnam, Suwannee, Tay-
lor, Union and Wakulla Counties.  Addi-
tional network facilities will be deployed in
Leon, Marion, Clay and Alachua counties.
In early 2010, the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration
(NTIA), an agency in the U.S. Department
of Commerce, awarded a $30,142,676
BTOP grant to the NFBA for the Network
project. 

This Civil Installation Services RFB is pre-
sented by the North Florida Broadband
Authority (NFBA) to solicit information and
bids from qualified licensed contractors
(“Contractors”) for Civil Installation Ser-
vices of Site Infrastructure at wireless
telecommunication sites in the NFBA ser-
vice area.  The total number of sites for
which services are required is currently
estimated at 64 (subject to change as the
NFBA network design is finalized).  NFBA
intends to award contracts to multiple
Contractors who will be deployed simulta-
neously to work at sites throughout the
service area. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 
PROSPECTIVE RESPONDENTS 

The NFBA will post the Civil Installation
Services RFB on the NFBA website,  HY-
PERLINK "http://www.nfba-fl.org"
www.nfba-fl.org on June 15, 2011.  Typed
copies of the Civil Installation Services
RFB may be requested by contacting the
NFBA’s Clerk, Faith Doyle, at 407-629-
6900, or by email addressed to
fdoyle@govmserv.com. 

Sealed bids for the Civil Installation Ser-
vices RFB will be received by the NFBA’s
General Manager, Government Service
Group, 1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250, Tal-
lahassee, FL 32308 until 10:00 a.m. on
July 5, 2011.  All sealed bid received by
that date and time will be publicly opened
1:00 p.m. July 5, 2011 at the same loca-
tion.  Any bid received after the designat-
ed closing time will be returned un-
opened.

Any questions should be emailed to Faith
Doyle at fdoyle@govmserv.com or faxed
to 407-629-6963. All questions must be
received by Faith Doyle by 5:00 p.m. on
June 22, 2011.  Answers to all questions
will be posted to the NFBA website on
June 30, 2011 at the close of business.

All bids shall be submitted with (1) signed
original, marked “Original”, and eight (8)
copies, marked “Copy,” in a sealed pack-
age addressed to the General Manager,
North Florida Broadband Authority, 1500
Mahan Drive, Suite 250, Tallahassee, FL
32308 and marked with the notation
“Sealed Bid – RFB# 2011-08 North Flori-
da Broadband Authority.” 
Bid packages must be complete and re-
ceived by the date and time due to be con-
sidered.  Successful respondents will be
notified by the NFBA General Manager or
his designee. 

Bidders shall be required to provide a bid
bond or bid guarantee equivalent to 5% of
the bid price for the maximum total poten-
tial award of 64 sites.  100% Payment and
Performance Bonds will be required to be
provided by selected vendor(s). 

Minority Business Enterprises
(MBE)/Women Owned Business Enter-
prises (WBE)/Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises (DBE) are encouraged to par-
ticipate.  The NFBA supports Equal Op-
portunity Employment and Drug Free
Workplace policies. 

All times stated in this notice are Eastern
Standard Time.

Jasper Legals

The NFBA reserves the right to accept or
reject all bids and to waive any technical-
ities or irregularities therein.  In the event
that any or all submittals are rejected or
waived, the NFBA reserves the right to
solicit and re-advertise for other qualified
respondents.  The NFBA reserves the
right to select multiple respondents for the
Civil Installation Services RFB.  The
NFBA further reserves the right to award
a contract to any firm whose proposal
best satisfies the requirements of the Civ-
il Installation Services RFB, at its sole de-
termination.  Final selection and contract
negotiations will be governed by the laws
and procurement regulations of the
NFBA, the State of Florida, the BTOP and
ARRA Programs, and any other applica-
ble regulations.

Robert E. Sheets
General Manager

North Florida Broadband Authority
6/23
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO TERMINATE
PARENTAL RIGHTS OF PARENTS

TO:
SHEARY ANN KELLY parent of 
JACIE DIANE KELLY

PLEASE take notice that a Petition for the
Adoption of Jacie Diane Kelly has been
filed in the Superior Court of Lowndes
County, State of Georgia, pursuant to
O.C.G.A. §§ 19-8-10 and 19-8-5.

Service is perfected upon you pursuant to
said Code Section and further notice is
provided that said petition seeks, by the
granting thereof, to terminate your
parental rights in said child.

The date of said hearing on the petition for
adoption is the 30th day of August, 2011,
at 9:30 A.M. at the Lowndes County Judi-
cial Building, Courtroom 5A, Valdosta,
Georgia.

MOORE & VOYLES, P.C.
GREGORY A. VOYLES
Attorney for Petitioner
1008 N. Patterson Street
P.O. Box 1929
Valdosta, GA 31603-1929
(229) 244-8830
6/23, 30  7/7, 14

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 3RD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR HAMILTON
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO. 2009CA000211

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE OF
INDYMAC RESIDENTIAL
MORTGAGE-BACKED TRUST,
SERIES 2005-L3, RESIDENTIAL
MORTGAGE-BACKED CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2005-L3

Plaintiff,

vs.

GERARDO VEGA; PATRICIA VEGA;
UNKNOWN PERSON(S) IN
POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY;

Defendants. 

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
a Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated
June 3, 2011, and entered in Case No.
2009CA000211, of the Circuit Court of the
3rd Judicial Circuit in and for HAMILTON
County, Florida. Deutsche Bank National
Trust Company, as trustee of IndyMac
Residential Mortgage-Backed Trust, Se-
ries 2005-L3, Residential Mortgage-
Backed Certificates, Series 2005-L3 is
Plaintiff and GERARDO VEGA; PATRICIA
VEGA; UNKNOWN PERSON(S) IN POS-
SESSION OF THE SUBJECT PROPER-
TY; are the defendants. I will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash at the
SOUTH FRONT DOOR OF THE COURT-
HOUSE, AT 207 NE 1ST STREET,
JASPER IN HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORI-
DA, at 11:00 a.m., on the 1st day of July,
2011, the following described property as
set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

Parcel 3
Part of Section 17, Township 2 North,
Range 12 East, Hamilton County, Florida,
being more particularly described as fol-
lows: For a Point of Reference, commence
at the Southeast corner of the Southwest
1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of said Section
17; thence run N 00°03’01” W, a distance
of 1364.51 feet; thence run S 89°27’34” W,
a distance of 1333.45 feet to the Pint of

Beginning; thence run S 42°28’04” E, a
distance of 226.40 feet; thence run S
00°28’09” E, a distance of 1161.63 feet;
thence run S 89°42’27” W, a distance of
921.45 feet; thence run N 00°00’23” E, a
distance of 144.82 feet to the point of
curve of a curve concaved Southwesterly
having a radius of 230.00 feet; thence run
along and around said curve a chord
bearing and distance of N 40°50’59” W,
300.91 feet to the Point of Tangency of
said curve; thence run N 50°31’25” E, a
distance of 834.11 feet; thence run N
85°57’35” E, a distance of 115.77 feet;
thence run N 00°28’09” W, a distance of
420.54 feet; thence run N 89°27’34” E, a
distance of 200.00 feet to the Point of Be-
ginning.

TOGETHER WITH AND SUBJECT TO
Sixty (60.00) foot easement for ingress
and egress and Twenty (20.00) foot ease-
ment or utility purposes, as described
hereinafter:

Sixty (60.00) foot road easement for
ingress and egress, situated in Sections
17 and 20, Township 2 North, Range 12
East, Hamilton County, Florida, being
more particularly described as follows: 

For a Point of Reference, commence at
the Northwest corner of said Section 20;
thence run N 89°42’27” E, a distance of
1328.52 feet; thence run S 00°00’23” W, a
distance of 1243.17 feet; thence run N
86°16’15” E, a distance of 1328.52 feet;
thence run S 00°00’23” W, a distance of
1243.17 feet; thence run N 86°16’15” E, a
distance of 536.02 feet; thence run S
06°14’41” E, a distance of 361.96 feet to
the Northerly right-of-way line of County
Road 152 and the Point of Beginning of
herein described easement; thence run N
06°14’41” W, a distance of 361.96 feet;
thence run N 00°00’23” E, a distance of
1386.01 feet to the Point of Curve of a
curve concaved Southwesterly having a
radius of 200.00 feet; thence run along
and around said curve a chord bearing
and distance of N 40°50’59” W 261.66
feet to the Point of tangency f said curve;
thence run N 81°42’21” W, a distance of
287.17 feet to a point on a cul-de-sac
concaved Northwesterly having a radius
of 50.00 feet; thence run along and
around said cul-de-sac and arc distance
of 249.81 feet to the terminus of said cul-
de-sac; thence run S 81°42’21” E, a dis-
tance of 287.17 feet to the Point of a
Curve of a curve concaved Southwester-
ly having a radius of 260.00 feet; thence
run along and around said curve a chord
bearing and distance of S 40°50’59” E
340.16 feet to the Point of Tangency of
said curve; thence run S 00°00’23” W, a
distance of 89.53 feet to the Point of
Curve of a curve concaved Northeasterly
having a radius of 25.00 feet; thence run
along and around said curve a chord
bearing and distance of 45°08’35” E
35.45 feet; thence run N 89°42’27” E, a
distance of 1380.08 feet to the Point of
Curve of a curve concaved Northwesterly
having a radius of 25.00 feet; thence run
along and around said curve a chord
bearing and distance of N 44°51’40” E
35.26 feet to the Point of Tangency of said
curve; thence run N 00°00’54” E, a dis-
tance of 432.20 feet to a point on a cul-
de-sac concaved Northeasterly having a
radius of 50.00 feet; thence run along and
around said cul-de-sac an arc and dis-
tance of 249.80 feet to the terminus of
said cul-de-sac; thence run S 00°00’54”
W, a distance of 2040.00 feet; thence run
S 23°56’47” W, a distance of 113.02 feet
to the Point of Curve of a curve concaved
Northeasterly having a radius of 30.00
feet; thence run along and around said
curve a chord bearing and distance of S
19°20’21” E 41.14 feet to said Northerly
right-of-way line of County Road No. 152,
said right-of-way line being a curve con-
caved Southwesterly having a radius of
1472.39 feet; thence run along and
around said curve a chord bearing and
distance of N 64°54’35” W 117.63 feet to
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its intersection with a curve concaved
Northwesterly having a radius of 30.00
feet; thence run along and around said
curve a chord bearing and distance of
N 68°22’27” E 42.00 feet to the Point of
Tangency of said curve; thence run N
23°56’47” E, a distance of 91.91 feet;
thence run N 00°00’54” E a distance of
1485.08 feet to the Point of Curve of a
curve concaved Southwesterly having a
radius of 25.00 feet; thence run along and
around said curve a chord bearing and
distance of N 44°59’33” W 35.36 feet to
the Point of Tangency of said curve;
thence run S 89°42’27” W, a distance of
1380.18 feet to the Point of Curve of a
curve concaved Southeasterly having a
radius of 25.00 feet; thence run along and
around said curve a chord bearing and
distance of S 44°59’25” W 35.26 feet to
the Point of Tangency of said curve;
thence run S 00°00’23” W, a distance of
1183.15 feet; thence run S 06°14’41” E,
a distance of 358.70 feet to said Norther-
ly right-of-way line; thence run S
83°43’31” W along said Northerly right-of-
way line a distance of 60.00 feet to the
Point of Beginning.

Twenty (20.00) foot utility easement lying
20.00 feet Westerly, Northerly, Easterly,
and Southerly of said 60.00 foot road
easement.

The Above Grantor, “Lot 44, LLC”, Hereby
Reserves the above describe Easement,
for ingress and egress and utility purpos-
es, to itself, and the right to assign said
Easements, to its assigns, and/or succes-
sors.

A person claiming an interest in the sur-
plus from the sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date of the lis
pendens must file a claim within 60 days
after the sale.

Dated this 3rd day of June, 2011.

(SEAL)

GREG GODWIN
As Clerk of said Court,

By /s/ Cynthia Johnson
As Deputy Clerk

This notice is provided pursuant to Admin-
istrative Order No. 2.065.

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, if you are a person with a
disability who needs any accommodation
in order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to pro-
visions of certain assistance. Please con-
tact the Court Administrator at 207 NE 1st
Street, Rm. 106, Jasper, FL 32052, Phone
No. (386) 792-0857 within 2 working days
of your receipt of this notice or pleading; if
you are hearing impaired, call 1-800-955-
8771 (TDD); if you are voice impaired, call
1-800-955-8770 (V) ) Via Florida Relay
Services.) 
06/16, 06/23

Jasper Legals
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 We pay cash $275 & up
  Cash for junk vehicles

 No Title Necessary
 Licensed ~ We also buy any kind of 

 scrap metal ~ Free Pickup
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396
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Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

By Angie Land
Recently while eating out, I over-

heard two young women nearby
lamenting the hardships of being mar-
ried, reciting quite an impressive list of
their husband’s shortcomings.  I
couldn’t help but grin over their mutu-
al conclusion that men are clueless. I’m
willing to bet that if I asked these hus-
bands what would make their wives
happy, they would gladly confirm the
clueless verdict!  Thinking about this
reminds me of a story I once read
about one man who was not so clue-
less…

“Long ago, in a primitive culture, it
was required that before they married,
the young men had to bargain with the
girl’s father for her.  The fathers of the
village demanded payment for their
daughters generally in the form of
cows.  Three cows could buy an above-
average wife, and four or five cows a
very beautiful wife!

Johnny, the brightest, strongest, and
most handsome man in the village
loved Sarita. Sarita most generously
could have been described as being
plain.  She was not truly ugly, but nei-
ther attractive.  She was shy and older
than most girls at the time of marriage.

The villagers’ loved to gossip about
the bargaining price of a girl.  Some
said Johnny might offer two or three
cows.  Others said Sarita’s father might
take one cow since nobody was inter-

ested in her.
Johnny went to meet with Sarita’s fa-

ther and offered ten cows for her.
Everyone was astonished!  That was
the highest price ever paid for a bride
in their village!   Soon, Johnny herded
ten cows to his future father-in-law.
The wedding was held that same
evening.

Time passed, Sarita changed.  Her
eyes dazzled, and she moved and
spoke with striking grace and poise.
People who came to the village and
had never seen Sarita before remarked
that she was the region’s most beauti-
ful woman.

Much later, someone asked Johnny
why he paid such a high price for her.
Why offer ten cows when he could
have had her as his wife for less?  Did
he make such an offer to make her
happy?

“Yes, I wanted her to be happy, but I
wanted more than that.  The most im-
portant thing that changes a woman is
how she thinks about herself.  Sarita
believed that she was worth nothing.
Now she knows she is worth more
than any other woman in the village.”
Johnny concluded, “I loved Sarita and
no other woman, and I wanted to mar-
ry her…but I also wanted a ten-cow
wife.”  Men…just what kind of wife do
you want?

Because Your Heart Matters,
Angie

Submitted
Tallahassee, FL – Although it was a

tough budget year in Tallahassee for
the 2011 Legislative Session, small fis-
cally constrained counties did see
some light at the end of the tunnel.  “I
represent all or part of ten small coun-
ties, of which nine are fiscally con-
strained.  I made sure legislators knew
how their decisions would affect the
lives of the people in my district,” said
Representative Leonard Bembry (D-
Greenville). “There were a lot of cuts in
the budget that I couldn’t support,
mainly affecting education and the el-
derly.”

Critical programs for fiscally con-
strained counties were fully funded
this year including Revenue Sharing,
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT), and
Pre-trial Detention Offset.   These
monies help fill the gap for struggling
counties created by unfunded man-
dates.

Representative Bembry currently
serves on the Agriculture & Natural
Resources Appropriations Subcom-
mittee as Ranking Member and was in-
strumental in retaining the PILT fund-
ing.  He stated, “I’m very aware of how
important these dollars are to our
small counties.   They depend on this
money every year to help defray lost

ad valorem revenues due to conserva-
tion easements purchased on lands.”
To qualify for this program, a county
in which the Water Management Dis-
trict has purchased land must have a
population of less than 150,000. Pay-
ments are made each year for the pre-
vious year's taxes lost by these coun-
ties.

Local libraries were saved from the
chopping block by being funded at
$21.3 million, an increase of $100,000
from 2010.   Representative Bembry
stated, “Libraries open a new world to
our children and helps them under-
stand the importance of learning and
of education. They will enjoy their ed-
ucational background for a lifetime”

Also saved were the Small County
Road Assistance Program (SCRAP)
and Small County Outreach Program
(SCOP).   Both of these programs pro-
vide funding for repaving and road
widening.   Without the SCRAP and
SCOP funds, many small counties
would not be able to improve or pave
roads. The Small County Solid Waste
Recycling Program was maintained at
$2.4 million.  These monies provide es-
sential funding for counties with pop-
ulations fewer than 100,000 to imple-
ment education programs and recy-
cling efforts.

Heart Matters

Small counties do well in a difficult budget year

Good Morning (or
whatever time it is with
you right now) at this
writing it is a beautiful
day, promises to be a
hot one but right now
there is a little breeze. A
few weeks ago I put out
a bird feeder hoping to
see some red birds, so
far had not seen any but
could hear the birds so I
knew they were around.
While I was gone the
other day my neighbor
said she SAW ONE, so I
have re-seeded and still
hopeful. Cardinals are
my favorite.

Last week I had to
leave before finishing
my column so want to
report on the very won-
derful time at the VFW
building on last Tues-
day.  The service of the
disposal of flags that
were worn and faded, in

bad condition, was very
impressive.  Comman-
der of the Post, Lamar
Royals, was in charge of
the service and with
others assisting held an
impressive service, ex-
plaining the process of
doing this in a sacred
manner.  The playing of
Taps by Roger Hutto
was an inspirational clo-
sure.

Following the ceremo-
ny those attending were
treated to a very tasty
luncheon of fish, hush
puppies, cole slaw and
all the trimmings, plus
homemade cake for
dessert, thanks to a
group of wonderful
ladies who are great
cooks, the men did the
fish.  The luncheon hon-
ored widows of WWII.
There were small flags
placed on the graves of
the Veterans, put there
by Mrs. Fye.  We under-
stand that the Veterans
Service Office provides
flags, although there
was a shortage this year

and some had to be pur-
chased, but they will be
furnished each year.

Last week we lost one
of our favorite ladies of
the community, Ulma
Braswell, who lacked a
few days making her
94th birthday. She lived
her life to the fullest, a
great supporter of her
community, having
served for a number of
years as Tax Collector,
completing the term of
hr last husband, Dan
Braswell, and then be-
ing elected.  Ulma
served her Church faith-
fully. She was one of the
first ladies elected as an
elder in First Presbyter-
ian Church, Jasper. She
prepared Communion
for many years as long
as she was able, kept
her eyes on the grounds
of the Church, provided
flowers, specialties
(such as egg custard)
and other goodies pre-
pared by her own
hands; always available
for whatever was need-

ed.  Her many friends
feel her loss, along with
her daughters, Jean-
nette, Marsha, Elizabeth,
Dana and her grandchil-
dren and great grand-
children, and other fam-
ily members.  Reverend
Sandra Hendrick, Pastor
and Rev. Bill Platt, for-
mer pastor and neigh-
bor, were in charge of
the service.

On Sunday Johnny
Bullard, Jerry Lawrence
Bullard and Kerry Wal-
dron, accompanied at
the piano by Amanda
Bullard, presented a
program of Christian
music at First United
Methodist Church,
Jasper, I was privileged
to attend with Gerry

and Margaret Lewis and
their family. We joined
the Methodist Church
families and other
friends for a most deli-
cious lunch afterwards.
This group is great and
makes Hamilton County
fortunate to claim them,
and the greatest thing,
what makes them so
special, is that they en-
joy what they do, and
believe in the message
they bring.  If you get a
chance, take the oppor-
tunity to enjoy their
message in song.

We are still enjoying
the 'fruits' of the Black-
berry Festival and hope
you are, too.  Remember
the jellies and jams are
available at Bass' Furni-

ture.
From all reports the

Masquerade Ball was a
great success and those
who attended are al-
ready making plans for
next year.

Our congratulations
to Amber Lee Abbott on
winning North Florida
Texaco Country Show-
down, and we wish
her well as she pursues
her future in country
music.

I am still at the same
Email and telephone
number: norrislw@wind
stream.net and 386-792-
2151.

Until next week ,
Lillian Norris
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