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Architectural rendering of the new SunStop Market that will be opening in Trenton in March 2018. 

SunStop Market bringing new shopping 
concept to Trenton

Allan Dragon, Cheyanne Dyer, Benjamin Griffith and Jake Smith were hard at work last week selling 
Christmas trees at Bell High School. Bell Band sold the trees this year as a fundraiser for the band. 

By Cindy Jo Ayers
Southwest Georgia Oil Company’s 

Spencer Thomas has been making 
weekly trips to Trenton for the past 
several months. Thomas is one of the 
many people working to revamp the 
former Wal-Mart Express in Trenton 
into an entirely new shopping expe-
rience for our area. Thomas said on 
Monday that this new concept 11,600 
square foot store will be the first of 
its kind in the state when it opens in 
March. 

This new concept of onestop shop-
ping will be called SunStop Market. 
Additional stores, one in Cross City 
and one in Headland, Alabama will 
open soon after the Trenton store. 
With one stop a customer can fuel 
their vehicle, buy a hot meal and pick 
up a weeks worth of groceries. 

Each store will feature fresh veg-
etables, fresh cut meat and all the 
usual grocery items. The center part 
of the store will feature a large deli 
where you can pick up fresh cooked 
Southern fried chicken, fried catfish 
will be on the menu for Fridays, or 
a freshly made to order wrap or sub 
sandwich. The subs will be made 
with fresh baked bread from the 
store’s in-house bakery. The bakery 
will feature several types of breads 
and sweet treats like pies and cakes. 
The center section of the store will 
also feature a coffee bar, soup station 
and salad bar. 

Those choosing to dine in can 
head to the dining area which is in 
the front part of the store. The dining 
area will have free wifi and seating 
for 20. The newly redesigned store 
will also have outside seating for 16 

in a covered plaza area on the east 
side of the store. 

A 20 head fountain machine as 
well as frozen drink machine and the 
usual chips and convenience store 
items will be located on the right side 
of the store. 

Brandon Beil, Special Projects 
Manager for Southwest Georgia Oil, 
said on Monday, “We feel like we 
specialize in outrageous customer 
service at our stores and we plan to 
bring good customer service to the 
Trenton area.” Beil went on to explain 
that this new concept store will also 
have online shopping and custom-
ers will be able  to place their orders 
for any item sold in the store and pay 
online. They can then drive down to 
SunStop Market and a grocery clerk 

will come out and load their grocery 
order into the customer’s car. 

This new store should generate 
some 20-25 jobs for Gilchrist Coun-
ty. They will start taking applications 
soon.

A grand opening will be held when 
the store is ready to open sometime 
between the beginning of March to 
mid March. Thomas said the plans 
for this new concept onestop shop-
ping market has taken their company 
over a year and a half to develop.  He 
said they have had a great deal of 
input from department managers of 
their other stores such as Chris Sand-
lin in Bell, who runs the Scaff’s store 
meat department. Scaff’s, as well as 
67 other stores, are owned by South-
west Georgia Oil Company.  

Bell High engineering students build robot 

Automation is everywhere today.  
Seems you can’t go anywhere or do 
anything these days without automa-
tion being right there by your side.  
Automation makes our lives as hu-
mans much easier and is usually em-
ployed in the tireless, thankless, re-
petitive type jobs that many of us are 
not interested in doing.  That takes us 
to the story of the Bell High School 
Engineering Academy students and 
Coach Mehl’s need for a clean gym 
floor.  Coach Mehl’s basketball team 
often times had to clean the gym floor 
before, during and after each game 
due to the debris that accumulated 
on the floor.  This was typically ac-
complished by one or more of the 
basketball players manually dragging 
a large sweeping type boom around 
the gym floor to remove any debris 
and or moisture from the floor.  This 
provided for a better, safer basketball 
court for each of the games.

One afternoon while speaking to 
Mr. Barselou, Trenton and Bell High 
School Engineering Academy in-
structor, Coach Mehl asked if there 
was a better way to get this job done.  
Mr. Barselou brought coach Mehl’s 
question to us at BHS Engineering 
Academy.  We discussed and re-
searched what options were currently 
available and determined that the best 
course of action was to simply design 
and build a robot to accomplish this 
task.  

Our engineering class had to come 
up with a design that worked with 
the specifications that Coach Mehl 
wanted.  We brainstormed a multi-

Submitted by the 
Engineering Academy

Zac McPhearson explaining to the Gilchrist County School Board 
how the team developed the robot that will sweep the gym floor at Bell 
High School. 

Longtime Mayor 
Glen Thigpen to be 
honored 

Longtime Trenton Mayor Glen 
Thigpen will be honored with a re-
ception on Monday evening, Decem-
ber 11, 2017 at the Trenton Commu-
nity Center. The event will begin at 6 
p.m. and the citizens of Trenton are 
invited to attend this event. 

The Trenton Community Center is 
located at 214 Southeast 3rd Avenue 
in Trenton.

Fair update
The Suwannee River Fair Asso-

ciation was busy over the weekend 
at the annual Fall weigh-in and tag-in 
for selling livestock to be entered in 
the 2018 fair. 

Some 90 feeder steers were at the 
weigh-in Friday afternoon, December 
1. On Saturday morning, December 
2, FFA and 4-H members hauled 330 
hogs to the fair grounds in Fanning 
Springs for the tag-in. A total of 36 
fat steers are also entered in the fair.

The Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection Division of Recre-
ation and Parks held a public work-
shop on Thursday, November 30 at 
the Three Rivers Regional Library in 
Trenton. The division of Recreation 
and Parks had many presentation 
boards setup in the new library addi-
tion identifying many different assets 
of the park in Gilchrist County.
The meeting was held to give the 

public an opportunity to provide in-
put on the future management of Blue 
Springs State Park. This park is near-
ly a 500-acre addition to the Florida 
Park Service that contains six natu-
ral springs and approximately one 
mile of frontage along the beautiful 
Santa Fe River. The park’s namesake 

spring, known as Gilchrist Blue, is a 
large second magnitude spring that 
discharges an average of 44-million 
gallons of water per day through a 
spectacular spring running about one 
quarter-mile to the Santa Fe River. 
Gilchrist Blue Springs Park Manager 
George Paxton reported that no deci-
sions have been finalized yet. Infor-
mation taken will be compiled and 
decided on in the near future.
The Florida Parks system invites the 

public to submit their input by visiting 
www.dep.state.fl or submit informa-
tion by mail to: Office of Park Plan-
ning, FL Dept of EDP, Div. Rec. and 
Parks, 3099 Commonwealth Blvd. 
MS 525, Tallahassee, FL 32399. 

Gilchrist Blue Springs holds Public Workshop 
last week in Trenton and High Springs

tude of ideas while searching online 
for parts, off the shelf as they are 
called, that we thought would work 
the best for the robot and be cost ef-
fective.  Through the use of Solid-
works, our 3D computer modeling 
software that we use in engineering, 
we designed a 30” wide x 40” long 
tubular steel frame. The robot had to 
be big enough to hold the weight of 

an 8’ sweeper beam, but also small 
enough to fit through a doorway so 
Coach Mehl could “pilot” it into his 
storage room and park it out of the 
way when he was done with it.  The 
frame housed two DC powered step-
down (gear reduction) motors which 
provide power to the left and right 
mid-frame mounted traction wheels.  

A large crowd enjoyed the Annual Bell Christmas Parade on Saturday, 
See page 8 for additional photos.

Continued on page 3

Spencer Thomas and Brandon Beil going over plans for the Trenton 
SunStop Market at the company office in Lake City.

Santa planning to 
visit Trenton

The word is spreading that Santa is 
planning to visit the neighborhoods  
of Trenton on the next two Monday 
evenings, December 11 and 18. 

The good people of the Trenton 
Fire Department will be driving San-
ta around town so look for the jolly 
fellow to be handing out candy canes 
and spreading a lot of Christmas joy. 

County Commission 
approves $5 million 
conceptual plan for 
new jail construction

The Gilchrist County Commis-
sion held their December monthly 
meeting on Monday as newly elected 
Commission Chairman D Ray Harri-
son, Jr. introduced Rev. Jason Jones, 
a Gilchrist county native, to open this 
meeting with a word of prayer. Com-
missioner Todd Gray, newly elected 
Vice Chairman, led the folks attend-
ing this meeting in a salute to the 
American flag. Todd Newton, Clerk 
of Courts, conducted the election of 
the new chairman and vice chairman. 
This is the second term these two 
commissioners have served in these 
positions.

County Administrator Bobby Cros-
by opened the discussion with the 
Commission involving a new con-
ceptual plan for a reduced construc-
tion diagram of the new Gilchrist 
County Jail. The Commission had 
recently reduced the size of the proj-
ect to $5 million. The Commission 
had been working with Rutherford 
Continued on page 3

Leslie Sapp and Pete Butt looking at map of underground spring 
system of Blue Springs. 

5:30 to 8:30 pm  •  Thursday Night  •  Dec. 7
Downtown

Trenton
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Tide Tables For The Week of 12/7 to 12/13
for the mouth of the Suwannee River

Th    High   3:31 AM     3.4 Low  11:01 AM    -0.6 
     7      High   5:23 PM     2.6 Low  11:01 PM     1.2
F    High   4:26 AM     3.2 Low  11:51 AM    -0.2 
     8  High   6:13 PM     2.6
Sa    Low  12:01 AM     1.1 High   5:30 AM     2.8  
     9       Low  12:43 PM     0.1 High   7:05 PM     2.6
Su   Low   1:10 AM     1.0 High   6:46 AM     2.6 
    10       Low   1:40 PM     0.5 High   7:59 PM     2.6
M    Low   2:27 AM     0.9 High   8:14 AM     2.4 
    11       Low   2:42 PM     0.8 High   8:51 PM     2.7
Tu  Low   3:45 AM     0.7 High   9:41 AM     2.3  
    12       Low   3:44 PM     0.9 High   9:41 PM     2.8
W    Low   4:51 AM     0.3 High  10:56 AM     2.4  
    13       Low   4:41 PM     1.0 High  10:26 PM     3.0
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Trenton 
Elementary
Shoe Drive

As the year progresses, we are 
noticing a need in PE at Trenton 
Elementary.  Many of our students 
are wearing shoes that are too small, 
are in poor condition, or they have 
no athletic shoes at all. Students 
are also in need of new socks for 
both boys and girls. We are asking 
for your help. If you have any gently 
used athletic shoes that perhaps your 
children have outgrown, or if you 
know someone who has some, could 
you please send them to us in PE at 
Trenton Elementary?  We need all 
sizes.  We will match the shoes with 
the students in need. While washing 
them would be helpful, it is not 
necessary.  We can take care of that.

The PE Department would like 
to thank the many people who have 
already supported our efforts. The 
response has been tremendous! 

 However, while we have collected 
an impressive number of shoes, 
we have distributed nearly all of 
them. So many more students need 
to have comfortable, properly-sized 
shoes on their feet.  If you would like 
to help, please deliver any new or 
gently used athletic shoes to the TES 
office or send them with a student to 
PE.  Thanks again for all the support, 
and please keep those shoes coming.
With Gratitude, Ryan Pass, Physical 
Education Teacher

Be an Angel, 
Sponsor a Child 
for the Holidays

The Guardian Foundation, Inc., 
on behalf of the Guardian ad Litem 
Program, is looking for angels to 
sponsor a child for the holidays and 
beyond. There are many children 
in the court system in this circuit 
who have been abused, neglected 
or abandoned. There are countless 
others in our community who are 
at risk. Many of these children will 
not receive gifts without help from 
community businesses, churches, 
organizations and individuals who 
are willing to sponsor them.  

To sponsor a child for the holidays, 
please call or email Jenni Ellis at the 
Guardian ad Litem Program 352-493-
6050, jenni.ellis@gal.fl.gov.   Once 
we receive your request, we will give 
you further information about the 
child(ren) you sponsor.

J. T. and 
Dorothy Beck

to celebrate
Anniversary
You are invited to an Open House 

celebration on Saturday, December 9, 
2017 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 
1359 SW 100th Street, Trenton.

J. T. and Dorothy were married on 
December 5, 1942.

Please don’t miss this opportunity 
to celebrate J. T. and Dorothy‘s 
75 years of wedded bliss. No gifts 
please.

This is given with love by their 
children and grandchildren.

NOTICE
The Gilchrist County Courthouse and all of

its offices will be closed Dec. 12,  2017
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm for the

Annual Christmas Party.
Sorry for any inconvenience.

352-535-4624Insured

FENCE
INSTALLATION

3 and 4-Board • No-Climb • Barbed Wire
Privacy and Farm Fence • Fence Line Clearing

Gate Installation

Daniel Knuckles

DANS HOME AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, LLC.

Jerry “Bubba” Brown, of Trenton, killed an awesome 8 point in Sand 
Fly Hunting Club on December 2nd.

The Honorable Stan Griffis and Rotary President Bob Clemons.

Submitted
The Honorable Stan Griffis was 

the guest speaker at our Monday, 
December 4th Rotary Meeting held 
at the Woman’s Club in Trenton.  
Judge Griffis has been a Circuit Judge 
since 2007 and is currently assigned 
to Baker and Bradford counties.. 
Stan was in private practice from 
1997 until 2007. Judge Griffis is 
a busy man as he is married with 6 
children, owns a beef farm in Levy 
County and is a volunteer youth 
coach at Williston Youth Athletic 
Association.  Judge Griffis educated 
our Club on the judicial selection and 
retention process and explained how 
judges are assigned to duty.  There 
are 67 counties in Florida and each 
county has at least one judge. As 
you may know, we have one judge 
in Gilchrist County - Judge Sheree 
Lancaster.  Some counties have many 
judges, such as Dade County that has 

approximately one hundred!  We also 
learned about Circuit Judges; there 
are twenty circuits in Florida and 
these are based upon geographic size 
and population.  We have thirteen 
Circuit Judges for our six county 
circuit known as the Eighth Judicial 
Circuit of Florida.  County and 
Circuit Judges can be appointed but 
are generally elected every six years.  
Judge Griffis noted how much he 
enjoys working in our Circuit - the 
Clerks of the Court, Sheriffs, Bailiffs 
are all a pleasure to work with in our 
area!

Honorary Rotarian played the 
piano for our listening pleasure.  
Chef’s Table Bistro provided a 
delicious luncheon of baked ham 
with a vegetable sauce, green bean 
casserole, scalloped potatoes, salad 
and ranch dressing, garlic bread and 
bundt cake.

Honorable Stan Griffis 
Inspires Gilchrist Rotary

“Toys for Tots” 
Collection at 
the Trenton 
Farm 
Bureau

The Gilchrist County Farm 
Bureau, located at 306 W. Wade St. 
in Trenton, is collecting unwrapped 
toys for donation to “Toys for Tots” 
this Christmas season.  

If you would like to make Christmas 
morning a little brighter for a needy 
child in our tri-county area, please 
stop by and drop a toy in the box.  
The Farm Bureau office is opened 
Monday through Friday, from 8:30 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m., closed for lunch 
from noon until 1 p.m.  Thank you 
and Merry Christmas!

Each December, the undergraduate environmental horticulture club 
in the University of Florida IFAS College of Agricultural and Life Sci-
ences (CALS) hosts its highly-anticipated poinsettia sale. This year, 
the 21st annual poinsettia sale will be Dec. 7 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Dec. 8 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Fifield Hall greenhouses (behind 
2550 Hull Road, Gainesville, FL, 32611). There will be more than 100 
new poinsettia varieties on sale and pre-orders are available. 

Pet Safety 
Tips for the 
Holiday
Season
Submitted by Gilchrist County 
Humane Society

Christmas and New Years may be 
the most joyous time of year for you, 
but these may be the most dangerous 
for your pets. Here are some tips to 
help keep your pet safe during the 
upcoming holiday season.

Keep chocolate out of the way 
- chocolate is one of the most toxic 
substances a pet can consume. Baking 
chocolate contains theobromine 
which is toxic to animals, so please 
keep baking chocolate away from 
pets. Regular chocolate should not be 
given to pets even though it does not 
pose a theobromine toxicity risk.

Be careful of strings used to tie 
hams and turkeys. Cats and dogs love 
to eat cooking strings.

Do not give pets pan drippings as 
this may cause an upset stomach.

Never feed your pets bones. 
Especially poultry bones-poultry 
bones splinter easily and may lodge 
inside your pets throat or intestines.

Do not give alcohol to pets.
Be careful of anti-freeze. Pets like 

the taste of anti-freeze. Anti-freeze 
is extremely toxic. Do not store used 
anti-freeze in open containers. Clean 
up any spilled anti-freeze.

Many household plants that are 
popular during the holidays are also 
dangerous, these include, but are 
not limited to, ivy, holly, mistletoe, 
balsam, cedar, fir, pine, hibiscus, and 
lilies.

Do not use angel hair or tinsel to 
decorate your tree and be careful of 
ribbon and string. They can be eaten 
and cause obstruction of the small 
intestine.

Be sure to tack down extension 
cords. Puppies and kittens may chew 
on them.

Plastic or aluminum wrapping 
material have that wonderful crinkling 
sound that kittens and puppies love. 
They may ingest small pieces that 
they play with.

Be careful lighting candles. Pets, 
especially cats, may knock over 
lighted candles.

Don’t tie ribbons around pet’s 
necks. The ribbons can tighten and 
choke or hang your pet.

Place your favorite ornaments 
toward the top of the tree. Use larger, 
wooden, metal, or resin ornaments 
where pets may come in contact.

For more information please call 
(352) 463-7364.

Dollars and Sense workshop 
offered at Luther Callaway 
Public Library
Submitted

The Friends of the Luther Callaway Public Library meet the second Thursday 
each month at 11:00 a.m. at the library, 104 NE 3rd Street, Chiefland. 

The Friends support the programs and resources of the library through 
promotions and through fund-raising projects to purchase reading materials, 
videos, supplies, and minor equipment. There are no dues. 

This Fall, the Friends are offering a Financial Workshop Series on the 
Second Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  This educational program 
will explore such topics as budgeting, planning for senior health care and, 
recognizing scams. It is free to the public. 

For more information, call President Ann Brown at (352) 226-7413.

Tai Chi Chuan 
Moving for Better 
Balance
Submitted

Tai Chi Chuan, Moving for Better 
Balance is an adapted form of Tai 
Chi created for seniors and others 
who are in danger of falling because 
of impaired balance. Research has 
shown that Tai Chi is helpful in 
improving balance and reducing 
falls. This class is sponsored by Elder 
Options and follows the curriculum 
of Fuzhong Li, Ph.D of the Oregon 
Research Institute. The instructor 
will be Susan Levi, a volunteer with 
Elder Options, who received training 
from Dr. Li.

Tai Chi Chuan, Moving for Better 
Balance will start on Tuesday, 
January 23, 2018 from 11 a.m. until 
noon, Tuesdays and Thursdays at the 
Trenton  Senior Center. The classes 
will end on Thursday, April 19, 2018. 
No classes on the Thursday or the 
Tuesday after Easter.

This is a 12 week class with 
instructions progressing from one 
week to the next. If you know of a 
conflict that would interfere with 
your attendance for more than one 
or two classes, you may find it more 
beneficial to wait until the next class 
is offered.

Classes are limited on 20 people, 
so register early!

To register, please contact Elizabeth 
(Liz) Dalusio-Floyd at Elder Options, 
(352) 378-6649 ext. 152 or (352) 692-
5252, and also by e-mail, dalusio-
floyde@agingrersources.org.

“My idea of Christmas, whether 
old-fashioned or modern, is very sim-
ple: loving others. Come to think of 
it, why do we have to wait for Christ-
mas to do that?”
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Hunt's Pest Control, Inc.
GET RID OF:

Cockroaches • Waterbugs • German Roaches 

• Ants and other Household Pests

WE DO TERMITE
INSPECTIONS

Phone 493-1051
493-4772 "We send 'em packing!"

Auto Body
Collision Repair

- We Accept All Insurance Claims -

Doing business for Over 30 years.

Fanning Springs Auto
16720 N.W. Hwy. 19
Fanning Springs

352-463-2387
“We Guarantee Our Work

as long as you own your car.”

7239 S.W. 80th Avenue • Trenton, Florida 32693
homes@lesliesapp.com   • www.lesliesapp.com

352-463-7589

Leslie Sapp Construction, Inc.
New Homes, Remodeling, and Roofing
Assistance with Planning and Design
Reliable Craftsmanship Since 1987

CCC- 1329256                                 Certified General Contractor                              CGC1516220

"NEED A FENCE OF ANY KIND
CALL DANNY ANYTIME."

Barbed Wire • Woven Wire  
Chain Link • Board

Danny Hodge
(352) 463-1832 -- Mobile (352) 493-5345

4110 S.W. 25th Street -- Bell, Florida

Give someone 52 GIFTS
this year for Christmas.

Gilchrist County Journal subscriptions
just $25 in county for 1 year.

Stop by today to purchase a Gift Subscription
207 North Main Street • Trenton, FL 32693

352-463-7135

CFC1428141

SMITH SALES & SERVICES, INC.

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING

ER0004960

WELL PUMP SERVICE • WATER SOFTENER
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE

SEPTIC & DRAIN FIELD
DRAIN CLEANING & VIDEO INSPECTION

Bell High 
engineering 
students build 
robot 

Members of the Bell High School Student Government Association and Sheriff Deputies volunteered at the Bell 
Library on Saturday, December 2nd. during the Library’s annual book sale. 

It is the simple things in life, it re-
ally is.

John and I had an early Christmas 
gift last week when a dear friend 
stopped in the Journal with a five gal-
lon bucket of acre peas. It is always 
special when someone thinks to share 
their fresh from garden produce with 
our family. 

It is even more special when the 
someone is a multi-generational fam-
ily friend. I’m sure our friend  did not 
think of the peas as a Christmas gift, 
but I sure did. This special friend has 
been a friend to my people for at least 
three generations. 

As I shelled peas on Friday evening 
it occurred to me that this might very 
well be the first time I have shelled 
fresh peas in December. Usually Fall 
peas are planted a little sooner, but 
our friend said time got away from 
him and he decided to plant the peas 
a little late this year not knowing if 
they would have time to make before 
a killing frost got them. But the Lord 
is good and I shelled out not only a 
big mess for supper but put up two 
bags of acres for the freezer.  

Those peas were so good, they 
were for sure the best we have had in 
a while. One thing is for sure, a bowl 
of fresh acre peas are hard to beat. The 
person who saved the seeds, planted 
the garden and picked the peas for us 
is  a special friend indeed. 

---
Every year without fail most of us 

have to make some type of party food 
to take to a Christmas event. It seems 

like when you work,  there is never 
enough time during December to get 
it all done. This snack mix recipe is 
a great one to take to those holiday 
events during work or on a week-
night. The beauty of this recipe is it 
can be made the night or day before, 
then sealed in a air tight  container 
until party time.

Caramel Snack Mix
1 cup butter
1 cup packed brown sugar, you can 
use light or dark brown sugar
1/3 cup corn syrup
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 bag no butter microwave popcorn, 
will yield about 5 cups popped
3 cups miniature pretzel twists
2 cups pecan halves
2 cups rice and corn cereal squares
Pop popcorn according to package 
instructions and put into a large bowl. 
Be sure and remove any un-popped 
kernels. Add pretzels, pecans and ce-
real, mix well. 
    In a heavy 2 or 3 quart pot, melt 
butter. Add sugar and corn syrup. Stir 
constantly until mixture boils. Cook 
stirring constantly for 3 minutes. Af-
ter 3 minutes, remove from heat and 
add baking soda. Stir until combined. 
Pour caramel mixture over popcorn 
mixture, stir to coat completely. 
Spread popcorn mixture on a sheet 
pan and bake 25 minutes at 300 de-
grees. Remove from oven and cool 
completely then break apart. Store 
the Caramel Snack Mix in zip top bag 
until ready to serve. 

Submitted
It was a great honor for our First 

Place Academy Handbell and 
Combined High School Choirs  to 
perform for Ayers Nursing Home 
on Monday, December 4.  These 

First Place Academy Handbell and Combined High School Choirs.

First Place Academy Handbell and Combined High School Choirs
students have worked diligently to 
prepare for our Christmas concerts, 
and will be performing again at the 
Tri-County Nursing Home at 9:30 
a.m., Friday, December 8, and at First 
Baptist Church of Trenton on Sunday, 

December 10, at 6:00 p.m.  Led by 
our music teacher, Mrs. Joy Salyers, 
our students learn music theory and 
performance skills as they prepare for 
their concerts. First Place Academy 
is a ministry of First Baptist Church 
of Trenton.

Retired GCSO 
K-9 “Hilo”  
passes away

It is with great sadness that Sheriff  
Bobby Schultz announces the passing 
of recently retired Gilchrist County 
Sheriffs Office  K-9 “Hilo.”  “Hilo” 
was a registered German Shepherd 
and she was 10 years old. She passed 
away  peacefully in her sleep on De-
cember 3, 2017.

K-9 “Hilo” began her tour of duty 

with the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s 
Office in 2011, and was partnered 
with then Corporal Alex Gaston. 
In 2013,  both were promoted to 
the rank of Sergeant. In 2015,  K-9 
“Hilo” was partnered with   Sergeant 
Matt Rexroat till her retirement on 
August 28, 2017, when Sgt. Rexroat 
accepted the position of Public Safety 
Chief of the City of Trenton.

Sheriff Schultz stated “K-9 Hilo  
was a devoted partner and member 
of the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s 
Office. She and her partners can be 
credited for numerous arrests taking 
thousands of dollars of illegal nar-
cotics off the roadways  of Gilchrist 
County. She assisted by doing drug 
searches in our schools, tracking 
suspects and missing persons and by 
doing public demonstrations for our 
community. “Hilo’s” contribution to 
the GCSO and the safety of Gilchrist 
County can not be overstated.”

Please join us as we remember K-9 
“Hilo” and pray for her partners and 
their families.

“Hilo”

“It’s not the size of the dog in the 
fight, it’s the size of the fight in the 
dog.”                              Mark Twain

Letter to the 
Editor
Submitted

The deer-killing season is in full 
swing as evidenced by the number of 
carcasses seen along local roadsides.  
Yes, some are road kills, but many 
have been butchered for the small 
amounts of meat they produce and 
then dumped for all to see.

I call it the killing season rather than 
the hunting season because hunting 
involves tracking and pursuing game, 
not sitting in a tree stand waiting for a 
baited animal to come to feed. There’s 
no sport attached to the practice of 
shooting “fish in a barrel. I have the 
feeling that too many people just 
enjoy the act of killing and hunting 
doesn’t enter into it.

Then there’s the issue of teaching 
children to kill  The leftists talk 
about “gun violence”, but it’s not 
the guns to blame, it’s the people.  
I propose the problem lies with C3 

(C cubed), Criminals, Crazies, and 
our Culture of Violence.  Our young 
children (and adults) are exposed to 
violence via video games, movies, 
TV, and, in some sad cases, their 
family environment.  Given enough 
exposure they become desensitized 
to the blood and gore that makes 
it easy for them to develop a thrill 
for killing. Is it a healthy practice 
to teach them to kill animals?  Do 
they truly understand that they have 
taken a life?  How about taking them 
hunting with a camera instead?

I live in a residential community of 
approximately 300 properties, most 
of which are occupied, but some 
killers think nothing of trespassing 
on vacant private land and shooting 
whatever comes their way. Not 
only are they breaking the law by 
trespassing, but also endangering 
the lives of residents. Earlier this 
month in a county south of Gilchrist, 
a woman who was in her kitchen 
was killed by a stray bullet fired by 
someone target shooting on property 
nearby.

I truly fear for my life during 
the killing season and want to see 
a County Ordinance prohibiting 
killing/hunting in residential areas.

Here’s to a safe and peaceful 
2018.

                    Rosemary McDaniel
                    Gilchrist County           

Continued from page 1
The entire system was designed to 
be remotely operated, much like any 
remote controlled car, truck or plane.  
Once the preliminary design was 
done and parts were ordered we had 
to start the building process.

To build the robot we all had to 
learn basic metal fabrication skills 
and learn to weld. With that knowl-
edge we had to fabricate the frame, 
or main body of the robot.  Once the 
frame was put together, it was time 
to install the controls.  This required 
each of us to learn basic electrical 
circuitry and electrical skills to install 
the 12 volt DC battery, wiring har-
nesses and 15 amp dual brushed mo-
tor controllers.  The dual DC brushed 
motor drives the system with very 
high torque, and low speed, to pull 
the sweeper beam.  The motors turn 
large pneumatic wheels that grip the 
floor but don’t scratch the surface, all 
while being balanced by single swivel 
wheels located in the front and back 
of the machine. 

As with any engineering project, 
once we put it all together we had 
some complications.  First the drive 
motor shafts failed.  Every attempt 
we made to rectify the shortfall failed.  
Once it was decided to weld the drive 
shaft versus employing locking pins 
or bolts we finally were able to resolve 
that issue. But just as we solved that 
problem the dual motor speed control 
got overloaded and burned up.  This 
forced us to redesign the control and 
drive system yet again to employ a 
larger, more powerful, 60 amp speed 
control.  Just when we thought it was 
all good and ready to go we found 
out that the large pneumatic tires 
were breaking traction with the floor 
and spinning freely whenever the ro-
bot hit a patch of cleaning solution 
on the floor. As a result it was back 
to the drawing board for all of us 
once again.  Thankfully, while brain-
storming possible solutions we were 
able to design and construct a low 
cost, highly effective water removal 
system in front of each of the drive 
wheels to keep them from breaking 
traction with the gym floor.

The robot is designed to travel three 
to six miles per hour, via remote con-
trol, and run for approximately 1-1/2 
hours on a single charge.  To date, the 
robot cost the Engineering Academy 
approximately $500 to design and 
construct but the learning and knowl-
edge we’ve gained from the process 
is invaluable.  The project team lead-
er was Zac McPhearson, a junior at 
BHS.  Team members include;  Re-
ese Rankin and Sara O’Sullivan who 
completed most of the steel fabri-
cations, Dale Douglas who did the 
welding and electrical work,  Molly 
O’Sullivan prepped, primed, painted 
and installed the robots LED lighting 
and Emily Skawienski who’s pri-
mary responsibility was design and 
research.

and Associates to draw a construction 
plan for the jail. Mr. Crosby reported 
that the County’s contract with the 
architectural firm is still a valid con-
tract and the Rutherford group has 
agreed to meet with Gilchrist County 
to reduce the size of the jail in order 
to be more cost efficient for Gilchrist 
County. The designing of a new 
conceptual plan is reported to cost 
Gilchrist County $19,500.

Commissioner Gray explained, 
“This is a good step in the right di-
rection for Gilchrist County to go 
forward with this proposed construc-
tion plan.” A motion was made by 
Commission Poitevint to approve the 
conceptual plan with the Rutherford 
and Associates group on reducing the 
size of the proposed construction of 
the new Gilchrist County Jail. Com-
missioner Langford gave a second 
in support of the motion before the 

County Commission 
approves $5 million 
conceptual plan for 
new jail construction

Commission approved of this action 
by a unanimous vote. 

---
The Commission approved a Task 

Order for CR 340 from Rock Bluff 
to US 129 for the construction, en-
gineering, and inspection services 
for $66,000 with North Florida Pro-
fessional Services, FDOT EPID No. 
436441-1-54-01. A motion by Com-
missioner Thomas to approve the 
proposal and a second by Commis-
sioner Gray allowed the Commission 
to approve this action by a unanimous 
vote.

The Commission approved a Task 
Order for CR 340 from SR 47 to the 
Alachua County line for the con-
struction, engineering, and inspec-
tion services for $110,000 with North 
Florida Professional Services, FDOT 
EPID No. 436442-1-54-01. A mo-
tion by Commissioner Gray to ap-
prove the proposal and a second by 
Commissioner Langford allowed the 
Commission to approve this action 
by a unanimous vote.

---
The County Administrator asked 

the Commission to select a third 
choice for the submittal of a road im-
provement project to FDOT for con-
sideration on the SCRAP or SCOP 
programs. Commissioner Sharon 
Langford asked Road Superintendent 
Lou Leone if he had any recommen-
dations for the board considering the 
amount of traffic using the roads be-
ing considered for the projects. The 
Superintendent reported that NE 65th 
Street from SR 47 to NE 60th Ave-
nue, including NW 55th Avenue, and 
NE 62 Place has a lot of traffic going 
to and from the Ginnie Springs area. 
Commissioner Gray made a motion to 
add NE 65th Street to the SCOP and 
SCRAP project listing to be submit-
ted to FDOT. Commissioner Thomas 
agreed as he gave a second to the mo-
tion as the Commission approved the 
motion by a unanimous vote. 

---
The Commission named NW 52 

Place, “Bob Cannon Road” as Com-
missioner Thomas made a motion 
to approve this request which Com-
missioner Gray seconded, before the 

board agreed to this action.
The Commission named County 

Road 337-South from SR 26 to SE 
110th, “Addy Jones Road” in honor 
of the Gilchrist County native and 
former County Commissioner Addy 
Jones. The Commission agreed to 
approve this action.

Continued from page 1



Club House Rentals 
Available for Weddings and events

Gilchrist County Woman’s Club
819 SW CR 339, Trenton
Call Connie at 463-3194
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By Angie Land
Heart Matters

“… the time 
came for the baby 
to be born, and she 
gave birth to her 
first-born, a son.  
She wrapped him 
in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, 
because there was 
no room for them 
in the inn.”  Luke 
2:4-7   

A few weeks ago, 
our family went to 
the movies to watch 
The Star with our 6 and 4-year-
old grandkids.  It tells the story 
of Christmas from the animal’s 
point of view, which was really 
fun as well as a fresh perspective!  
Reminded me of Christmas before 
last.  I was excited about sharing 
the Christmas story with my just-
turned-four-year-old grandson.  I 
was sure there would be a perfect 
time for us to share the real meaning 
of Christmas.   I pictured the two 
of us sitting near the Christmas 
tree reading the story from the 
Bible story book, complete with 
color pages.  Not how it happened.  
Instead, he and I were playing a 
game of “match” from an activity 
book.  On the page, there were 
about ten different styles of baby 
beds:  cradles, cribs, etc. Each one 
had its match and his job was to 
use a nice fat crayon to draw a 
line between the two that were 
identical.  All was well until he 
came to a manger filled with hay 
on the page.  He looked at me and 
said “Gigi, that is not a baby’s bed.”  
I got really excited and said, “You 
know, you are right.  That is not a 
baby’s bed.  It is a feed trough, like 
Papa uses to feed the cows.  But 
a long time ago when baby Jesus 
came to earth from heaven, his 
mom used the feed trough as a bed 
for him.”  You know what came 
next: “But why?”

So I started telling him the story, 
trying to use comparisons that 
he understood.  We talked about 
how baby Jesus was in his Mom’s 
tummy, just like his little sister 
was in his Mom’s tummy before 
she was born.  And how when it 
came time for him to be born, they 
were traveling out of town where 

there was no doctor 
or hospital, so they 
started looking for a 
hotel. Like the one 
we stayed at earlier 
the year his Uncle 
got married out of 
town.  By the way, 
even though I tried 
to convince him 
differently, I am 
pretty sure he now 
thinks that is the 
same hotel where 
Mary and Joseph 

tried to get a room.  He is still a 
little ticked at the people who work 
there for not giving Mary a room.

So we continued talking about 
how Mary and Joseph ended up 
spending the night in a barn with 
all the animals and had to use the 
feed trough as a bed for Jesus.  We 
decided the animals hurried to 
finish eating, (but left a little hay to 
make things comfortable) so Mary 
could use the manger for baby 
Jesus.  After we finished, he got 
really quiet and went back to the 
two mangers on the activity page.  
He drew a line from one to the 
other and the put his crayon down.  
I was watching his face to try and 
figure out what was going through 
his mind. What on earth was he 
thinking?  Did I completely mess 
this story up?  He looked up at me, 
sighed a big sigh, and said, “Gigi, 
that’s crazy!”  

A most appropriate response to 
this incredible story of the Son of 
God leaving heaven and coming to 
earth to become wrapped in flesh 
and walk among us.  All for the 
purpose of saving us from our sin 
and reconciling us back to God, 
our Father and Creator.  And we, 
in typical human fashion, had no 
room for him in our busy lives and 
so He slept among the animals, in 
a feed trough.  Yes, crazy is a most 
accurate word to describe this most 
incredible act of love, especially if 
we fail to receive it. 

Our family wishes you a very 
Merry Christmas and hopes that you 
make room in your celebrations, 
your life and your heart for the 
reason we celebrate this season, 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…
because every heart matters!

New Hope Baptist Church
4470 NW CR-236 • P. O. Box 14 • Bell, FL 32619

Pastor: Billy Philman

We welcome you to come and share in the word of God

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

9:45 AM
11:00 AM
6:30 PM 5750 W CR-232 - Bell, FL • 352-463-1082

MIDWAY
CHURCH OF CHRIST

SUNDAY
Bible Class ... 10 am

Morning Worship ... 11 am
Children’s Class/Singing .. 4:45 pm

Evening Worship ... 5 pm
WEDNESDAY

Bible Class ... 7 pm
1st Wednesday night each month

devoted to singing

502 NE 7th Street • Trenton, FL 32693
(352) 463-3793

SERVICE TIMES:
Sunday

9:30 am .... Bible Study
10:30 a.m.  .....  Worship
5:00 p.m.   .....   Worship

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. ... Bible Study

www.trentonchurchofchrist.com

WE’RE LOOKING FOR YOU AT
PRISCILLA BAPTIST

CHURCH
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and
shall call His name Immanuel.”

Isaiah 7:14 - (NKJV)

5509 S.W. County Road 232, Bell, Florida
(2.5 miles West of SR 129 • Between Trenton & Bell)

Worship times:
Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Worship......................................11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer & Youth.........7:30 PM

(Dr. Ray Scott - Interim Pastor)

352-463-2028
S.W. CR-334A

Bethel Baptist Church

Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Prayer Meeting - Wed. 7 p.m.
Youth Praise & Worship - Wed. 6:00 p.m.

AWANA - Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Pastor: Stephen Ahrens

Music Director: Mary Alice Heath
Youth Director: Aaron Bachle

352-463-2028
7070 S.W. CR-334A
Trenton, FL 32693

"A Lighthouse of Hope."

www.bethelbaptisttrentonfl.com

Pine Grove Baptist Church
16655 N. W. CR-339

Trenton, Florida 32693
352-463-2151

www.pinegrove.online

Dr. Greg Douglas, Senior Pastor
Jared Douglas, Associate Pastor

Pastor Emanuel Harris, Worship/Children’s Pastor
Mariam Newton, Youth Minister

Sunday:
Life Groups ............................................................... 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service ...................................................... 10:30 a.m.
UpRising Student Service.......................................... 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday Evening:
Off Campus:

The Porch (High School) .......................................... 5:30 p.m.
On Campus:

Celebrate Recovery .................................................. 6:00 p.m.
Porch Rocking (Middle School) ................................ 6:00 p.m.
Kids Grove (Children) .............................................. 6:30 p.m.
Men & Women's Life Groups ................................... 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study.................................... 6:45 p.m.

Don’t Miss Our Special

Christmas
Candlelight Service

at
Priscilla Baptist Church

5509 S.W. County Road 232 • Bell, Florida

Sunday night, Dec. 17
6:00 p.m.

Come celebrate with us
the true meaning of Christmas!

BELL MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL
12-7 4/5:30/7 JVB/VG/VB Basketball vs. Bronson Bronson
12-8 4:30/6/7:30 JVB/VG/VB Basketball vs. Chiefland Gym
12-11 4/5 MSG/MSB Basketball vs. Trenton Gym

www.gilchristschools.schoolfusion.us

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Gilchrist County Superintendent’s Office 1-800-884-9131

Transportation Office 1-800-833-5702

The Trenton 
United Methodist 
Church Candlelight 
Christmas Eve
Submitted

The Trenton United Methodist 
Church invites everyone to a 
Candlelight Christmas Eve special on 
Sunday, December 24. The Christmas 
Eve special will give the community 
an opportunity to reverently worship 
on Christmas Eve and spend this 
special time together celebrating 
the true meaning of Christmas. This 
service will begin at 7 p.m. The public 
is invited to attend, as the church is 
located at 203 NE Second Street in 
Trenton. Merry Christmas.

Christmas 
Concerts
at Trenton 
Elementary
Submitted

Trenton Elementary music classes 
will be holding their Christmas 
Concerts in December. Grades 3 thru 
5 will be Thursday, December 14 at 
6:30 p.m. and Grades K-2 will be 
Tuesday, December 19 at 9 a.m.

Advanced tickets, and reserved 
seating will be available. Contact 
TES front office for more details, 
352-463-3224.

Ansley Lynn Studstill 
is New Member of 
American Angus 
Association
Submitted

Ansley Lynn Studstill of Trenton,  is 
a new junior member of the American 
Angus Association®, reports Allen 

Cydney Watkins 
is New Member of 
American Angus 
Association
Submitted

Cydney Watkins, of Trenton, is a 
new junior member of the American 
Angus Association®, reports Allen 
Moczygemba, CEO of the national 
organization with headquarters in 
Saint Joseph, Mo.

Junior members of the Association 
are eligible to register cattle in 
the American Angus Association, 
participate in programs conducted by 
the National Junior Angus Association 
and take part in Association-
sponsored shows and other national 
and regional events.

The American Angus Association 
is the largest beef breed association 
in the world, with more than 25,000 
active adult and junior members.

Students were previously recognized by the Gilchrist County School Board for receiving a Perfect Score 
on one of their Spring 2017 State Assessments. The following students were recognized, from left, Evelyn 
Frazier, Susannah Gray, Sawyer Downing, and John Spigelmyer.

Students Receiving Perfect Score

Socials
Happy Birthday wishes to Ryan 

Deen, Gerry Newton, Cindy Chesser, 
Emily Juliano, Holly Smith, Dan 
Taylor and Courtney Gaylord on 
December 7th; Jeffery Langford, 
Cordellia Blank, Glenn Smith, 
Gene Hansen and Chris Roberts 
on December 8th; Kaitlyn Wiggins 
on December 9th; Alyce Smith 
and Stan Beach on December 10th; 
Michelle Rose, Deanna Harding, 
Karrie Rogers Squires, Lisa Johnson 
and Suzanne Davis on December 
11th; Carin Floyd, Betty Sanders, 
Debora Pascoe, Joyce Perryman, 
W. W. Welch, Trey Davis and Kelly 
Stripling on December 12th; Tomas 
Garcia, Carolyn Roadway, Corey 
Clark, Rubie Horn, Jacobi O’Donnell, 
Doug Hart and Ashley Sheppard on 
December 13th.

Happy Anniversary wishes Mr. and 
Mrs. Dave Horne on December 8th; 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Murnahan on 
December 11th.

Debra’s log cabin wall hanging 
looks great.  Note her quilting 
makes it seems that rays are 
coming from the cross.

Log Cabin Quilters
News

The Log Cabin Quilters met 
Thursday, November 30th at the Levy 
County Quilt Museum. Our snowbird 
friend, Debra from New York has 
arrived.  We’re so happy to have her 
back with us.  She brought in several 
show and tell items to let us see what 
she was up to during the summer.  
Welcome back.

Derick and the guys from Lancaster 
were out during the week.  They were 
busy finishing up several projects 
they have been working on for several 
weeks.  Thanks so much for all you 
do to help us.

Tuesday, someone dropped off of 
box with an UFO (unfinished project) 
which looks interesting, some fabric 
and other items.  Thanks for thinking 
of us.  It’s always fun to see what’s 
in the box.

Saturday the Backyard Pickers 
were out along with many visitors.  
Several stopped by for the first time 
and were pleasantly surprised to hear 
the music and ended up staying for a 

while.  
The drawing for our donation quilt 

will be Saturday, Dec 16th.   If you 
haven’t entered, drop by sometime.

Chiefland’s 
Christmas 
Festival and 
Parade Dec. 9
Chiefland’s annual Christmas Festival 
and Parade will be held on Saturday, 
December 9, 2017.
The event begins at 10:00 a.m. and 
last until 8:00 p.m. Located in the 
Field on US 19 across from Train 
Depot Park in the southern part of 

Chiefland. Arts and crafts, food, 
children’s attractions, entertain-
ment, free photo with Santa, Mrs.
Claus and Elves, pony rides, games 
and more. Free admission and free 
parking.
The Lighted Christmas themed Pa-
rade will travel down Main Street 
from 6 to 7 p.m. The parade starts at 
Chiefland High School, then south 
on Highway 19 to SE 3rd Avenue. 
Parade viewing is from sidewalks 
alongside US 19 on the parade 
route.

Moczygemba, CEO of the national 
organization with headquarters in 
Saint Joseph, Mo.

Junior members of the Association 
are eligible to register cattle in 
the American Angus Association, 
participate in programs conducted by 
the National Junior Angus Association 
and take part in Association-
sponsored shows and other national 
and regional events.

The American Angus Association 
is the largest beef breed association 
in the world, with more than 25,000 
active adult and junior members.
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Guest Speaker: 
Saif Alsafeer

from Plant City, Florida

We will study with a Palestinian who came to Christ, 
Learn some basic Principles of Islam, Evangelizing 
Muslims, Common Muslim Views about Christianity and 
How to respond respectfully

Friday – Dec. 8, 2017 at 7:30 PM
Saturday – Dec. 9, 2017 at 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM
Sunday – Dec. 10, 2017 at 10:00 AM and 11:00 AM

You are invited to a Gospel Lectureship Series on– 

Islam & Christianity
At the Bethel Church of Christ
Located at County Road 313 in Bell, Florida

Bell Church of God
FRUIT CAKES Available

Medium Loaf - $16.00
Large Round - $35.00

386-935-2006

DURON WILLIAMSON’S
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

www.duronwilliamsonstreeservice.com

Licensed and Insured
Call for FREE Estimates
cell 352-318-3610

office 386-935-2180

All Phases of Tree Work
From trimming to complete

removal and haul�off.
Light land clearing,

clearing of right�of�ways,
and debris haul�offs.

Bobcat & bucket truck
service available.

Tommy Parrish
352-317-2688

PAINTING
Residential/Commercial
Interior/Exterior
Drywall Repair

CARPET CLEANING
Water Restoration Services

Tile and Grout Cleaning
Pressure Washing

psnorthfla@bellsouth.net

CARPET CLEANING
Water Restoration Services

Tile and Grout Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Bulldogs open regular season with big wins

Bell’s Brandon Ovwhigo tries to drive on a Branford defender during the Bulldogs’ 68-30 win over the 
Buccaneers on Friday night. Photo by Matthew Harrell.
By Matthew Harrell

After a 2-0 preseason, the Bull-
dogs got their regular season off to a 
strong start with wins over Williston 
and Branford.

Bell opened the regular season 
Thursday night by traveling to Wil-
liston. 

Tyler Trantham hit two threes in 
the first quarter to push Bell to a 10-
6 lead at the end of the first quarter. 
Both teams would add seven points 
in the second quarter, giving the Bull-
dogs a 17-13 lead at the half.

Bell would pull away in the sec-
ond half, outscoring Williston 17-11 
in the third quarter and 21-12 in the 
fourth, giving Bell a 55-36 win.

Trantham had 17 points and made 
three of his five three-point attempts 
to lead the Bulldogs in scoring. Sam-

my Loveday was the only other Bull-
dog in double digits with 12 points.

On Friday night, the Bulldogs trav-
eled to Branford for their first district 
game of the season.

After a 21-13 first quarter, Bell 
blew the game open outscoring the 
Buccaneers 21-5 in the second quar-
ter to take a 42-18 lead into the half, 
then doing it again in the third quarter 
for 63-23 lead heading into the final 
period.

Bell would go on to win 68-30.
Terek Liles led the Bulldogs with 

13 points and Tony Yoder added 10.
The Bulldogs have three games 

this week. After their home opener 
against Dixie County on Monday 
night, the Bulldogs travel to Bronson 
on Thursday and host Chiefland on 
Friday.

Sammy Loveday loads up before 
knocking down a three-pointer 
during Bell’s win over Branford 
on Friday night. Photo by Mat-
thew Harrell.

Submitted
The Gilchrist Insanity 11U fastpitch softball team participated in the Toys for Tots Tournament in Jacksonville. The 

tournament was played over the December 2-3 weekend. 

Gilchrist Insanity Play in
Toys for Tots Tournament

Pictured above, left to right are: Front row: Kendal Smith, Trinity Cheaves, Emma Lee Brideson, Olivia 
Weaver, Alivia Fuquay, and Madison Dean. Middle Row: Amani Salem, Rayanna Chapman, Larkyn 
Benson, Riley Rittenhouse, Payton Campbell, Ella Emmons, and Haley Blankenship. Coaches: Jeff 
Blankenship, Kevin Benson, and Devon Weaver.

Learn About Duck 
and Dove Hunting
Submitted

We have a new Guide to Waterfowl 
Hunting in Florida publication that 
can be found at MyFWC.com/Duck. 
It’s a valuable tool for beginning 
waterfowl hunters, but experienced 
waterfowlers will appreciate it, too. 
It lists public duck hunting areas, 
illustrates several decoy placement 
setups, gives scouting and hunting 
tips, and provides outstanding duck 
identification photos of most every 
duck you’re likely to see in Florida.

The first thing you’ll need 
to participate in these hunting 
opportunities is a Florida hunting 
license. Residents pay just $17 for the 
year. Nonresidents have the choice of 
paying $46.50 for a 10-day license or 
$151.50 for 12 months. You also need 
a no-cost migratory bird permit. And 
if you plan to hunt one of Florida’s 
many wildlife management areas, 
you must purchase a management 
area permit for $26.50.

Or, you may opt to get a Lifetime 
Sportsman’s License. This license 
allows you to hunt and fish in Florida 
for the rest of your life, even if you 
move away. It’s also a great holiday 
gift idea for family members who 
appreciate the outdoors.

All licenses and permits you 
need are available online at 
GoOutdoorsFlorida.com, at county 
tax collectors’ offices or license 
agents, or by calling 888-Hunt-
Florida.

The second phase of the waterfowl 
and coot season comes in statewide 
Dec. 9 and runs through Jan. 28. In 
addition to previously mentioned 
license and permit requirements, 
duck hunters also must get a Florida 

waterfowl permit ($5) and a federal 
duck stamp.

The daily bag limit on ducks is six, 
but you need to know your ducks 
before heading afield because there 
are different daily limits for each 
species. For instance, within the 
six-bird limit there can be only one 
pintail, one mottled duck and one 
fulvous whistling-duck. 

Only two of your six-bird limit can 
be canvasbacks, black ducks, scaup 
or redheads; and three may be wood 
ducks. And you may have no more 
than four scoters, four eiders, four 
long-tailed ducks and four mallards 
(of which only two can be female) 
in your bag. All other species of 
ducks can be taken up to the six-bird 
limit, except harlequin ducks. It is 
prohibited to take harlequin ducks. 

The daily limit on coots is 15, and 
there’s a five-bird limit on mergansers, 
only two of which may be hooded. 

You also may take light geese 
statewide during the waterfowl and 
coot season (Dec. 9 – Jan. 28), which 
includes the taking of snow, blue and 
Ross’s geese. There’s a 15-bird daily 
bag limit on any combination of these 
geese. 

When hunting ducks, geese or 
coots, hunters may use only nontoxic 
shotgun shells. No lead shot can be 
used or even be in your possession 
– only iron (steel), bismuth-tin 
and various tungsten alloys are 
permissible.

And in the Tallahassee area, I need 
to point out some outboard motor 
restrictions and a prohibition against 
hunting in permanent duck blinds:

On Lake Iamonia and Carr Lake 
(both in Leon County), the use of 
airboats and gasoline-run outboard 
motors are prohibited during the 
regular waterfowl and coot seasons.

The maximum-allowed horsepower 

rating on outboard motors during the 
regular waterfowl and coot seasons 
on Lake Miccosukee in Leon and 
Jefferson counties is 10 hp.

You may not hunt from or within 
30 yards of a permanent duck blind 
structure on the four Tallahassee-
area lakes of Jackson, Iamonia, 
Miccosukee and Carr. You’re allowed 
to pack in a portable blind and hunt 
from it, but make sure to break it down 
and take it with you when you’re 
done. (However, there’s no problem 
hunting within the concealment of 
any natural, rooted vegetation.) 

The third phase of the mourning 
and white-winged dove season 
always runs Dec. 12 through Jan. 15. 
The daily bag limit is 15. 

The FWC even provides an online 
Dove Hunters’ Hotline that gives 
up-to-date information on Florida’s 
public dove fields. The web address is 
MyFWC.com/Dove, and it’s updated 
every Thursday throughout the dove 
season. Information includes dove 
densities, previous weeks’ harvests 
and field conditions.

Shooting hours for waterfowl and 
coot season, and during the last phase 
of dove season, are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset.

The only firearm you are allowed 
to hunt migratory game birds with 
is a shotgun, although you’re not 
permitted to use one larger than 10-
gauge. Shotguns also must be plugged 
to a three-shell capacity (magazine 
and chamber combined).

Retrievers and bird dogs may be 
used to take migratory game birds 
and, if you’re up for the challenge, 
you may even use a bow or crossbow. 
Artificial decoys, as well as manual 
or mouth-operated bird calls, also 
are legal gear for duck hunters. 
Birds of prey can even be used to 
take migratory birds by properly-
permitted falconers.

You may hunt doves over an 
agricultural field as long as the grain 
has been distributed or scattered solely 
as a result of a normal agricultural 
operation. However, you’re not 
allowed to introduce grain or other 
feed over an area for the purpose of 
luring birds. 

Baiting rules are even more 
restrictive regarding ducks, geese 
and coots. You cannot legally 
hunt waterfowl over manipulated 
agricultural crops except after the 
field has been subject to a normal 

harvest and removal of grain. 
However, you can hunt waterfowl in 
fields or flooded fields of unharvested 
standing crops. On lakes and rivers, 
feed – such as corn or wheat – cannot 
be used to attract birds, even if the bait 
is quite a distance from where you’re 
hunting. And it doesn’t matter if you 
aren’t the one who scattered the bait. 
If you knew or should have known 
bait was present, you’re breaking the 
law. 

Some other things you can’t do 
while hunting migratory game birds 
include using rifles, pistols, traps, 
snares, nets, sinkboxes, swivel guns, 
punt guns, battery guns, machine 
guns, fish hooks, poisons, drugs, 
explosive substances, live decoys, 
recorded bird calls or sounds, or 
electrically amplified bird-call 
imitations. Shooting from a moving 
automobile or boat, and herding or 
driving birds with vehicles or vessels 
also are against the law.      

Whether dove hunting with friends 
and family or shooting ducks on 
the pond with your favorite lab – 
December has you covered.

Weekly Arrest 
Report 

For Week Ending  
December 4, 2017

November 28, 2017
Brandon Lee Edwards, 28, 

of Trenton, was arrested by the 
Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office for 
Possession of a Controlled Substance 
X2, $30,000.00  and Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia $1,000.00; Total 
Bond $31,000.00.

CaroLou Ann Lonic, 37, of Trenton, 
was arrested by the Gilchrist County 
Sheriff’s Office, Convicted Felon 
Registrant.

November 28, 2017
Michael Royce Pace, 46, of 

Inverness, was arrested by the 
Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office 
for Controlled Substance Without a 
Prescription, $25,000.00; Driving 
While Licenses Suspended 2nd 
Offense, $1,000.00; Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia, $1,000.00; 
Possession of Not More Than 20 
Grams, $1,000.00; Total Bond 
$28,000.00.

Justin Dakota Shealy, 54, of 
Perry, was arrested by the Gilchrist 
County Sheriff’s Office for Narcotic 

Equipment Possession and Use of a 
Controlled Substance X2, Total Bond 
$31,000.00.

Steven Joseph Weston, 39, of Lake 
City, was arrested by the Gilchrist 
County Sheriff’s Office for Probation 
Violation, No Bond.

November 29, 2017
Avery Donnell Hopkins, 44, 

of Trenton, was arrested by the 
Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office for 
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 
$20,000.00; Battery Touch or Strike 
$1,000.00; Tamper with or Fabricate 
Physical $15,000.00; Total Bond 
$36,000.00.

November 30, 2017
Kenneth William Fogg, 46, of 

Bronson, was arrested by the Gilchrist 
County Sheriff’s Office for Contempt 
of Court, Child Support, $500.00 
cash purge.

Alexander Anthony Garcia, 58, of 
Trenton, Gilchrist County Sheriff’s 
Office, Criminal Registration. 

December 1, 2017
James Walter Doughty, 25, 

of Trenton, Gilchrist County 

Sheriff’s Office, Convicted Felon 
Registration.

Ronald William Koltz, 36, 
of Trenton, Gilchrist County 
Sheriff’s Office, Convicted Felon 
Registration.

Michael David Esposito, 18, of 
St. Petersburg, Gilchrist County 
Sheriff’s Office for Possession and 
Use of Not More Than 20 Grams, 
$1,000.00, ROR.

Aubry Chase Mathis, 24, of 
Trenton, Gilchrist County Sheriff’s 
Office, Criminal Registration.

Howard Darrell Rain, 54, of Bell,, 
Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office, 
Criminal Registration.

December 4, 2017
Levi Bobby Holder, Sr., 32, of 

Newberry, was arrested by the 
Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office for 
Writ of Bodily Attachment, $1,600.00 
cash purge.

Katie Faye Steele, 26, of 
Gainesville, was arrested by the 
Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office for 
Violation of Parole, Possession of a 
Controlled Substance, No Bond.
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Legal
Notices 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Bell Mini Storage, pursuant to the 
provisions of the Florida “Self-Storage 
Facility Act” (Fla. Stat. 83.801-83.809) 
hereby gives Notice of Sale under said 
Act, to wit:
On Thursday, December 14, 2017 at Bell 
Mini Storage, U.S. Highway 129, Bell, 
Florida, at 9:30 a.m., Scott Akins, owner 
will conduct a Sale by Auction to the 
highest bidder over which is owed on the 
contents of the space rented by:
Belinda Houston
Ronnie Wilson
Alex Nobles
Tommy Myers
Diane Boke-Morton
Brent Walker
Crystal Bryant
consisting of personal and household 
items.
This sale is being made to satisfy a 
statutory lien.
Date this 27th day of November, 2017

Bell Mini Storage
Scott Akins

Owner
PO Box 267

Bell, Florida 32619
Telephone: (352) 463-0457

Publish Nov. 30 and Dec. 7, 2017b
_____________

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF TRENTON

REGULAR COMMISSION 
MEETING

The Trenton City Commissioners 
will meet in Regular Session Monday, 
December 11, 2017, at 6:00 pm, in the 
Trenton Community Center located at 214 
SE 3rd Avenue, Trenton, Florida. Items 
included on the agenda are as follows:

A. Call to Order
B. Adoption of Agenda

    C. Reception for Mayor Glen
          Thigpen 

D. Unscheduled Guests
    E.  Consent Items
          1. Minutes - Regular Commission
              Meeting, November 20, 2017
          2. October Financial and
              Expenditure Reports 
    F.   Staff Reports
          1. Public Safety Department
                   a. Code Enforcement
                   b. Fire Department
                   c. Police Department
          2. Public Works Department        
    G.  Action Items
           1. Designation to Public Risk
               Management Board
           2. Proposed Change to 2017
               Holiday Schedule
           3. Ord. 2017-07 - Ban on
               Cannabis Dispensing
               Businesses; Final Reading 

H.  Discussion Items
I.    City Attorney Report
J.   City Manager Report
K.  Board Member Requests
L.  Public Comments
M.  Adjourn

Persons with disabilities requesting 
reasonable accommodations to participate 
in the proceeding should contact 352-
463-4000 (Voice & TDD) or via Florida 
Relay Service 800-955-8771.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that if a 
person decides to appeal any decision 
made by the Board with respect to any 
matter considered at this meeting, he/she 
will need a record of the proceedings, 
and that, for such purpose, he/she may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.
 Lyle Wilkerson

City Manager
Publish December 7, 2017b

______________

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
DAVID E. ROBERTS WANDA L. 
ROBERTS, holder of the following 
Tax Sale Certificate has filed said Tax 
Certificate for the Tax Deed to be issued 
thereon. The Certificate Number and 
year of issuance, the Description of the 
property, and the Name in which it is 
assessed as follows:
File #: 17-0008-TD
Certificate Number:
760.00
Year of Issuance: 2014
Description of property:
LOT 3 BLK 1 UNIT 1 SPRING 
RIDGE SUBD 80/344 BIG LOT 244/ 

102 267/302 267/304
Assessed to:
WARREN T MOUNT & PATTI S 
MOUNT
In the County of Gilchrist, State of 
Florida
Unless such certificate shall be redeemed 
according to the Law, the Property 
described in such Certificate will be 
sold to the Highest Bidder on the 9th 
day of January, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. 
on the website https://www.gilchrist.
realtaxdeed.com. If you are interested 
in bidding on the property, please be 
advised that you must register on the 
website and place a deposit prior to the 
sale. Additional information is available 
on the website.
Todd Newton
Clerk of the Circuit Court
GILCHRIST COUNTY, FL
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
SEAL
By: /s/ Cindy Chadwick
CINDY CHADWICK, 
DEPUTY CLERK
Publish December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2017b

__________________

PUBLIC AUCTION
The following vehicles, 2002 DODGE 

RAM - VIN# 1D7HA18Z92J152306; 
2004 HONDA ACCORD - VIN# 
1HGCM56364A039225; 2003 
FORD FOCUS WAGON - VIN# 
1FAFP36363W326854; 2002 SATURN 
S-SERIES - VIN# 1G8ZY12742Z232304; 
1997 GMC PICKUP - VIN# 
2GTEK19R6V1533442 , will be sold at 
Public Auction on December 22, 2017, at 
8:00 a.m. to satisfy a lien, Florida Statute 
713.78. The auction will be held at 16720 
NW Hwy. 19, Fanning Springs, FL 32693 
by Fanning Springs Auto,  (352) 463-
0710.
Publish December 7, 2017b

_____________

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR GILCHRIST COUNTY, 

FLORIDA, CIRCUIT CIVIL 
DIVISION.

MICHAEL BOYER,
 Plaintiff,
-vs-          CASE NUMBER: 
                38-2017-CA-000065
CHRISTOPHER B. HURLEY,
 Defendant.________________________________/

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO:  Christopher B. Hurley
      (last known address)
       2399 NE County Road 138
      Branford, Florida 32008-7311

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that you have 
been designated as defendant in a legal 
proceeding filed against you for Suit to 
Quiet Title of Real Property.  The action 
involves real property in Gilchrist County, 
Florida, more fully described as follows:

Lot Five (5), Waterford, as per plat 
thereof recorded in Plat Book 3, Page 
19 of the Public Records of Gilchrist 
County, Florida.
The action was instituted in the Eighth 

Judicial Circuit Court, Gilchrist County, 
Florida, and is styled Michael Boyer, 
Plaintiff and Christopher B. Hurley, 
Defendant.

You are required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if any, to the 
action on Douglas K. McKoy, Plaintiff’s 
attorney, whose address is 302-B North 
Main Street, Trenton, Florida 32693, on 
or before January 7 2018, and file the 
original with the clerk of this court either 
before service on Douglas K. McKoy or 
immediately after service; otherwise, a 
default will be entered against you for the 
relief demanded in the complaint.

The Court has authority in this suit 
to enter a judgment or decree in the 
Plaintiff’s interest which will be binding 
upon you.
 WITNESS my hand and seal of this 
court on this 7th day of December, 2017.
                               Todd Newton
                               Clerk of Court
                               BY: /s/ Lanie Guyton
                                      As Deputy Clerk
Publish December 7 and 14, 2017b

_____________

NOTICE OF SALE
The Board of County Commissioners of 
Gilchrist County, Florida is requesting 
SEALED BIDs for the following items:  

1997 F-150 in poor condition 
2000 Pacemaker Boat with Trailer 

2001 Honda Outboard Motor 
Used Yamaha Wave Runner 

A dollar amount must be submitted in 
writing on “Gilchrist County Surplus 
Vehicle & Equipment Bid Form” in order 
for the SEALED BID to be accepted and 
considered.  
Gilchrist County Bid Form is available on 
the Gilchrist County Web Site (gilchrist.
fl.us) located on the front page under the 
tab titled “Bids , Qualifications and Bid 
Awards”  or at the Office of The County 

Administrator located at 209 SE 1st 
Street, Trenton, Fl  
VEHICLE & EQUIPMENT IS SOLD 

AS-IS 
BIDDER WILL BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR REMOVAL OF VEHICLE & 
EQUIPMENT 
SEALED BIDS must be submitted to 
the office of the County Administrator, 
located at 209 SE 1st Street, Trenton, 
FL 32693, via in person or by delivery 
service. BID submission deadline is 
Thursday,  January 11, 2018 @ 2:00 
pm (local time). Late bids will not be 
accepted and will not be considered for 
award recommendation. Bids will be open 
at 2:00 pm (local time) on January 11, 
2018. SUBMITTED BID MUST HAVE 
“GILCHRIST COUNTY SURPLUS 
VEHICLE & EQUIPMENT” on the 
envelope.   
Any questions may be submitted via 
email to bcrosby@gilchrist.fl.us 
To visual inspect the vehicle & equipment 
call Hart Springs - ask for Mitchell 
Gentry or Faye Harding at 352-463-3444 
for appointment.  
Gilchrist County adheres to the American 
with Disabilities Act and will make 
reasonable accommodations for access to 
county services, programs and activities. 
Please contact (352) 463-3169 (Voice & 
TDD) or via Florida Relay Service (800) 
955-8771.  
Gilchrist County reserves the right to 
accept or reject any and all proposals 
submitted in response to the Request 
for BIDS, and the right to waive any 
technical irregularities or immaterial 
defects in a BID that does not affect the 
fairness of the competition and the right 
to re-advertise for proposals when 
determined by the Board to be in the best 
interests of the County.  
Publish 12-07 & 14, 2017b

Thomas J. Grant a/k/a Thomas 
Grant and Carol Susan Grant a/k/a 
Susan Grant to Thomas J. Grant and 
Carol Susan Grant Revocable Deed, 
Thomas J. Grant and Carol Susan 
Grant, Warranty Deed, $10.00, 35-
08-14-0000-0003-0000 and 02-09-
14-0000-0003-0010.

Profitable Investments LLC to 
Thane Vincent Fulmer, Warranty 
Deed, $16,900.00, 20-10-14-0282-
0018-0061.

Teresa I. Stephenson to Jeffrey D. 
Blesy, Warranty Deed,  $142,000.00, 
Lot 6 Fox Run.

George R. Baker to Earl D. Dowling, 
Quit Claim Deed, $14,000.00, 19-07-
16-0000-0004-0000.

Frederick Ray Stoel to James David 
Champlee and Rita A. Chamblee, 
Warranty Deed, $110,000.00, Lots 
4 and 5 Block 32 Trenton Original 
Survey.

Farada Nagel and Deborah Lee 
Vazquez to Tracy Williams and 
Ashley Michelle Crews, Warranty 
Deed, $95,294.00, Lot 56 The 
Lakes.

Martin Schless and Donna Schless 
to Andrew Schless and Laura Schless, 
Quit Claim  Deed, $10.00, Lot 13 
Block 9 Suwannee River Estates 
South.

Timothy Lee Day and Sherry Ann 
Day to Tracy P. Clarke, Warranty 
Deed, $50,000.00, 27-08-14-0000-
0003-0060.

Kent C. Owens and Kimberly D. 
Owens to Gateway TLC Investments 
LLC, Warranty Deed, $35,000.00, 
Lot 5 Block E Two Rivers Estate 
Unit 2.

Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development to Gail M. Axtell, 
Warranty Deed, $25,000.00, Lot 7 
Block 6 Suwannee River Estates 
South.

Chester E. Swendsen Deceased 
and Judy G. Swendsen to Judy G. 
Swendsen Life Estate, Chris S. 
Swendsen and Cynthia L. Lane, 
Warranty Deed, $10.00, Part of 17-
10-15-0000-0016-0000.

Gem Property LLC and REP 
JHB Inc. to Teresa I. Stephenson, 
Warranty Deed, $33,900.00, Lot 2 
Hagen Estates Phase I.

JC Mac Properties LLC to C J Mac 
Properties LLC, Warranty Deed, 
$10.00, Lot 4 Wacker Subdivision.

Land
Transactions

SMITH SALES & SERVICES, INC.

HEAT & AIR

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!

ELECTRICAL

• Sales, Service & Installation
• All Makes & Models

• Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

RA0016184 ER0004960

Obituaries

Mr. Joseph Monroe Boyd
Joseph Monroe Boyd, 79, of Old 

Town went to be with our Lord 
November 27, 2017.

Mr. Boyd was born May 29, 1938 
to the late Dewey and Virginia Boyd 
in Berwind, West Virginia, but had 
lived in the Old Town area since 1996 
after moving here from Orlando. 
Joe will always be remembered as a 
country boy, and as a man who loved 
his Church, his family, and his home.

Mr. Boyd is survived by his wife 
of 60 years Jane Boyd, his children 
Joseph, Jr. (Tina), Vickie, Lisa (Laura), 
and Jennie (Gordy); his grandchildren 
Joseph Edward (Emilee), RJ (Yvette), 
Rocky (Keisha), Timothy, Tabetha 
(Joshua), Spencer (Dani), Haley, 
Ginny Lynn (Gene), and William; 
his great-grandchildren Natalee, 
Kaitlynn, Ziyah, Jasmine, Maddox, 
DJ, Aliza, Destiny, Wyatt, Alix, and 
Bryce; his sister Nora (Jim); his 
brother Robert (Ruth); many nieces, 
nephews, and other extended family 
members.

A graveside funeral was  held for 
Mr. Boyd at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, 
November 30, 2017 at the New 
Prospect Cemetery in Old Town, with 
Pastor Dwayne Kight officiating.

Arrangements were placed under 
the care of Rick Gooding Funeral 
Home, Cross City and Chiefland. 
Please sign the online guest book at 
rickgoodingfuneralhomes.com.

_________________  

Mrs. Jarvia Ann Coleman
Jarvia Ann Coleman was born on 

February 2, 1956 and passed away 
on November 1, 2017. Mrs. Coleman 
is survived by her husband, Gary 
Coleman; sons, Gabriel and Michael; 
mother Joan Burkett; brother Keith 
Burkett; sister Doris Wooten; Aunts 
Jean Byrd and Joyce Burkett. Also 
several brothers-in-law and sisters-
in-law along with a number of nieces 
and nephews.

Ann was a mother, wonderful wife 
and talented in many ways. She had 
been a school teacher and computer 
science professor in her early 
adulthood. She also had served as a 
youth minister at Unity Church of 
Gainesville. Her delightful presence 
will be missed. She was loved by all 
who knew her.

        _________________  

Mr. Joseph Henry
Dietz, Jr.

Joseph Henry Dietz, Jr., 68 of Old 
Town passed away November 30, 
2017.

Mr. Dietz was born July 26, 1949 
to the late Margaret and Joseph Dietz, 
Sr. in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
but had lived in the Old Town area 
since 2000 after moving here from 
Pennsylvania. He was a Veteran of 
the United States Marine Corps and 
was a member of the DAV Tri-County 
Post # 63 in Cross City. In his spare 
time, Mr. Dietz enjoyed owning and 
working on classic cars.

Mr. Dietz is survived by his wife of 
26 years Mary Anne Dietz; his sons 
Joseph Dietz, III (Lissa) and Daniel 
Newell (Jaime); his daughter Doreen 
Vandergrift; his sister Rose Berko 
(Joseph); his niece Julia Berko; his 
great-niece Franqui Berko; three 
grandchildren, one great-grandchild, 
and other extended family members.

Funeral services with Military 
Honors will be held for Mr. Dietz 
12:30 PM Friday, December 15, 2017 
at Florida National Cemetery outside 
of Bushnell, Florida. Interment will 
follow, after the service.

Arrangements have been placed 
under the care of Rick Gooding 

Funeral Home, Cross City and 
Chiefland. Please sign the online guest 
book at rickgoodingfuneralhomes.

_________________  

Mr. Edward Hammonds
Edward Hammonds of Fanning 

Springs passed away on Saturday, 
December 2, 2017 at the Tri County 
Nursing Home in Trenton. He was 
89.

Edward is a retired Army veteran 
that has lived in Fanning Springs 
for the past 9 years after moving 
from Texas. He was a Baptist and 
a member of the Hopewell Baptist 
Church in De Ridder, Louisiana. He 
enjoyed playing cards.

Edward is survived by his wife 
Mary Hammonds of Trenton; 4 
sons, Edward Hammonds, Jr. of 
Arizona, Charles Hammonds of 
Nebraska, Fred Lewis of Fanning 
Springs and Eddie Lewis of Texas; 
daughter Bessie Mae Hammonds 
of Lady Lake; 15 grandchildren; 41 
great-grandchildren; 34 great-great 
grandchildren and 3 great-great-great 
grandchildren.

A memorial service with Military 
Honors will be held in honor of 
Edward on Friday, December 8, 2017 
at 3:00 p.m. at the Knauff Funeral 
Home, Chiefland.

Edward is under the care of the 
Knauff Funeral Home, Chiefland. 
Please sign the guestbook online at 
knaufffuneralhomes.com.

_________________  

Mr. Chuck J.
Leptensky, Jr.

Chuck J. Leptensky, Jr. 64, of Old 
Town passed away November 26, 
2017.

Mr. Leptensky was born February 
12, 1953 to the late Mary and Charles 
Leptensky, Sr. in Detroit, Michigan, 
but had lived in the Old Town area for 
over 45 years after moving here from 
Seminole. He had worked for several 
years as a truck driver, including 
working with CLT Trucking. Mr. 
Leptensky was a member of New Life 
Church in Old Town, and in his spare 
time enjoyed fishing on the Suwannee 
River and being in the woods.

Mr. Leptensky is survived by his 
wife of 20 years Elizabeth Leptensky; 
his daughters Jessica (Jason) Conte, 
Mandy (Ben) Jackson, and Kristy 
Trujillo; his sister Charlene (Don) 
Shows; his nephew Tim (Renee) 
Shows;  his niece Theresa (Joe) 
Roman; six grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren, and other extended 
family members.

A memorial service will be held 
in Mr. Leptensky’s honor 1:00 PM 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 at the 
New Life Church in Old Town, with 
Pastor Cole Downing officiating. In 
lieu of flowers the family requests 
memorial donations be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Arrangements have been placed 
under the care of Rick Gooding 
Funeral Home, Cross City and 
Chiefland. Please sign the online guest 
book at rickgoodingfuneralhomes.
com.

_________________  

Mrs. Artha Spillane
Artha Spillane, of Chiefland passed 

away Friday, December 1, 2017 at E. 
T. York in Gainesville. She was 105.

Artha was a native of Chiefland, 
a Baptist and a member of the Pine 
Grove Baptist Church. Artha was 
supervisor of Elections of Levy 
County for 8 years. She enjoyed 
gardening, fishing and her family. She 
was the matriarch of her family.

Artha is preceded in death by her 
husband David Spillane, son Jack 
Spillane and grandson Craig Owen. 
She is survived by her daughter 
Albajean Owen of Chiefland; her 
sister, Ida Mae Wilson of Annandale, 
Virginia; 4 grandchildren, 4 great-
grandchildren and 2 great-great 
grandchildren.

A service was held on Tuesday, 
December 5, 2017, 2:00 p.m. at Knauff 
Funeral Home, Chiefland with Pastor 
Greg Douglas officiating. Visitation 

was one hour prior from 1:00 - 2:00 
p.m. Burial followed at the Ebenezer 
Cemetery. Arrangements  were under 
the care of Knauff Funeral Home, 
Chiefland. Please sign the guest book 
at knaufffuneralhomes.com.

In lieu of flowers please make 
memorial donations to Haven Hospice 
of Chiefland.

_________________  

Mrs. Verna Mae Knight 
Steele

Verna Mae Knight Steele, a lifelong 
resident of High Springs, passed 
away peacefully at home Tuesday, 
November 21st at the age of 95. She 
was born in High Springs on February 
21, 1922 and graduated from High 
Springs High School in 1940 at the 
age of 18.  

Verna Mae was the youngest 
and last surviving child of five (5) 
children born to James Otto and Pearl 
Mae O’Steen Knight also lifelong 
residents of High Springs.

She married Loyce G “Snip” Steele 
on February 4, 1941 after he spied her 
from the street at the candy counter in 
Suwannee Grocery in High Springs. 
They celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary in 2011 before his passing 
in June of the same year. Most of their 
lives were spent in the High Springs 
and surrounding areas with short trips 
to Centre, Alabama where Snip’s 
family resided.  They made only one 
long move in 1954, when they left for 
Alaska and lived for 18 years. They 
traveled the nation on their trips home 
to visit during this time. In 1973 they 
returned home and moved back to 
Verna Mae’s childhood home until 
their passing. 

Verna Mae lived a full, long 
life filled with family, friends and 
adventure. She was a homemaker but 
so much more.  She was a talented 
gardener where her yards bloomed 
with an abundance of flowers and 
plants.  She was a creative cook, 
baker, seamstress but could also dress 
a carabao, catch, clean and cook the 
best fried fish you have ever eaten 
along the riverbank or at home. She 
repaired the vacuum cleaner, built a 
fish pond and crocheted baby hats for 
her grands.  She shared her beautiful 
smile easily and frequently with all 
and could grab and wrap you with 
her quick wit.  She told stories with 
a crystal memory of childhood family 
and friends that would make you cry.  
She was generous and kind and shared 
all her homemade jam, candies and 
canned vegetables with all.  She was 
a lifelong Christian and member of 
the Mt. Horeb Baptist Church where 
“Sister Sparkle” played the guitar and 
sang most Sundays.

She is survived by her three loving 
children, Gerry Steele (Loretta) of 
Anchorage, Alaska, Linda Maney 
of High Springs and Ricky Steele 
(Teresa) also of High Springs.  She 
has 16 grandchildren, 39 great-
grandchildren and 8 great-great-
grandchildren, many nieces, nephews 
and a host of family and friends.  We 
will all miss her every day and hold 
tightly to our memories keeping her 
close.

Funeral Services will be held 3:00 
p.m., Thursday, December 7th at Mt. 
Horeb Baptist Church with visitation 
and viewing starting at 2:00 p.m. prior 
to the service. Internment will follow 
the service at Mt. Horeb Cemetery.

Evans-Carter Funeral Home 
has been entrusted with her 
arrangements.

_________________  

Mrs. Hattie Kemp Wilson
Mrs, Hattie Kemp Wilson, 84 of 

Trenton, went to rest with her eternal 
Savior on November 29, 2017 at 
Haven Hospice in Lake City. Hattie 
was born to Roy Kemp and Ruby 
Vineyard Kemp on February 15, 
1933 in Ponchatoula, Lousiana. 
Upon graduating from Southeastern 
Louisiana College in Hammond, 
Lousiana she and her mother moved 
to Florida where she resided for the 
remainder of her life.  She retired as 
a Rural Letter Carrier from the US 
Postal Service.  

Hattie enjoyed spending time 
with her family, being active in her 
church, helping others and gardening.  
She was preceded in death by her 
parents, siblings and her husband of 
54 years, Paul Wilson, Jr.  Survivors 
include daughter, Carolyn Hopkins of 
Anderson, South Carolina; daughter, 
Beverly Golden (Ken) of Brandon; 
daughter, Mary Alderman (Roy) of 
Bowling Green; daughter, Martha 
Smith (Todd) of Bowling Green; 

daughter, Ruby Selph of Trenton 
and son, Emory Wilson (Monica) of 
Trenton; 11 grandchildren, 10 great 
grandchildren and many nieces and 
nephews.  Memorial services were 
at 2:00 PM on Sunday, December 3, 
2017 at Homeland Methodist Church 
in Heritage Park, 249 Church Ave, 
Homeland, FL 33847.  Memorial 
donations may be made to:  Haven 
Hospice in Lake City or Operation 
Christmas Child Fund at Bethel Baptist 
Church in Trenton. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at www.
heathfuneralchapel.com 



Real Estate
 
3 BR/2 BA HOME: Built in 2009. 
On 5 acres, SW 100th Street, Trenton. 
$190,000. Call 352-221-0363.

Classifieds
Classified Ads $5.50 Minimum for 20 Words. 10 cents each additional word.
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Help Wanted
 
Ayers Health and Rehab Center is 
looking for the following positions: An 
RN Supervisor F/T 3 pm - 11 pm and a 
Nurse F/T 11 pm - 7 am. Apply at Ayers 
directly, 606 NE 7 Street, Trenton or 
Florida Crown Workforce in Old Town. 
EOE DFWP.

tfnb, 11-23
-------------------------------------------

Substitute Teacher needed for Kid’s 
World Pre-School in Trenton. MUST 
have CDA/FCCPC. Kid’s World is an 
equal opportunity employer. 352-463-
3555.

tfnb, 11-16
-----------------------------------------------

AYERS HEALTH AND REHAB IS 
LOOKING TO FILL A PART TIME 
NURSING POSITION: 606 NE 7th 
Street, Trenton or Career Source Florida 
Crown in Old Town behind Hardees. 
EOE DFWP.

tfnb, 11-16
-----------------------------------------

Ayers Health and Rehab is looking 
to fill a Full Time Laundry person 
to work 2:30 to 11 pm must have some 
experience. 606 NE 7 Street Trenton 
or Career Source Florida Crown in Old 
Town behind Hardees. EOE DFWP.

tfnb,11-2
------------------------------------------ 

Wanted F/T C.N.A.’s  Must be 
hardworking, dependable, positive 
attitude for various shifts. Apply at 
Ayers Health and Rehab Center, 606 NE 
7th Street, Trenton, FL. EOE DFWP or 
Florida Crown Workforce, Old Town.

tfnb,7-27
-----------------------------------------------

WANTED, P/T DIETARY PARTNER:  
Must be hardworking, dependable, able 
to work various shifts have a positive 
attitude and willing to be trained. Apply 
at Ayers Health and Rehab Center, 606 
NE 7 Street, Trenton FL. EOE DFWP.

tfnb,7-13

Services
DIXIE MONUMENTS MOVED

to 1471 NE 512 Avenue 19 Old Town Fl 
32680. Closed Sun & Mon / Open Tues-

Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1. Available after hours 
seven days a week. Serving Florida and 
Tri County Area 26 years. 352-542-3432 

or mobile 352-210-2629.
WWW.DIXIEMONUMENT.COM

52tp,-1-25
-----------------------------------------------

ELECTRICAL WORK: State Certified, 
dependable, honest, experts, for any and 
all electrical needs call All Seasons @ 
493-4888 or 1-800-542-1028. License 
number # EC13001855.

tfnb,1-10
-----------------------------------------------

JERRY WILKS FILL DIRT SERVICE: 
Fill dirt, driveways, topsoil, demolition, 
limerock, land clearing. (352) 493-3137 
(day) or (352) 463-6111 (night).

tfnb,5-28
-----------------------------------------------

Help Wanted
Now Hiring: Elle Cocina in Trenton 
is hiring Servers, Host/Expo and Line 
Cooks for grand opening of a new Tex-
Mex restaurant.  Email Ellen at Ellen@
ellecocina.com to set up interview time. 
Hiring for breakfast, lunch, and dinner 
positions.

2tp, 11-30-12-7
-----------------------------------------------

NURSES NEEDED AT CROSS CITY 
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION: 
Cross City Correctional (Cross City FL) 
is seeking RNs & LPNs to work all shifts.  
New grads welcome.  Apply online at 
www.mhmcareers.com or call Amy at 
850-299-2436 for more info.  Email 
resume to amy@mhmcareers.com.

4tp,11-30-12-21
-----------------------------------------------

Help Wanted
Akins BBQ is now taking applications 
for a line cook. This requires reading 
tickets and setting up plates. Very fast 
paced. Will have to work some days, 
nights and weekends. Come and ask for 
Marc or call 352-318-9215 to set up an 
interview.

tfnb,4-13
-----------------------------------------------

TRUCK DRIVER: OTR, Southeast 
and local, tanker experience preferred, 
minimum 2 years driving, apply in person 
at 544 NE Lancaster Street, Trenton, FL 
32693.

tfnb,7-17
-----------------------------------------------

Real Estate
2017 NEW 3 BR/2 BA HOUSE ON 
5 ACRES: Granite counters, all new 
appliances, very nice, large trees, 
good location in NE Gilchrist County. 
$215,000. Investors Realty, 352-214-
7011.

tfnb,11-2
-----------------------------------------------

2017 SWMH 2 BR/2 BA on quarter 
acre, wooded, BRAND NEW, $69,500. 
Possible owner financing. 7241 SE 82nd 
Lane. Investors Realty Inc. 352-214-
7011.

tfnb,11-2
-----------------------------------------------

Pre-School
Kid’s World Preschool Ages-2-12, VPK, 
Preschool & Afterschool.  Openings 
available Great rates 352-463-3555.

tfnb, 1-30
-----------------------------------------------

Travel
Opportunity

SENIOR ADULT TRAVEL, INC. 
Israel, Washington DC - Museum of the 
Bible, Ark Encounter, Alpine Wonders-
Austria/Germany, Grand Canyon and 
Hoover Dam. Faith based tour hosting, 
serving the North Florida area. www.
senioradulttravel.com  352-727-2268.

tfnb,12-7
-----------------------------------------------

Services
Bryan Brothers Pressure Cleaning, 
LLC. Professional Pressure Cleaning 
Services. Licensed & Insured. Residential 
& Commercial. FREE ESTIMATES!   
352-486-1141

tfnb, 12-7
----------------------------------------------- 

The Humane Society of Gilchrist 
County, Inc. will be handing out SPAY/
NEUTER vouchers at the Trenton 
Library December 29, between 5:30 and 
6:00 in the afternoon. The cost of the 
vouchers for male cats is $25 and  $75 for 
female cats, that includes a rabies shot. 
The cost of the vouchers start at $40 for 
male dogs, at $75 for female dogs, and 
goes up depending on their weight. They 
also include a rabies shot. Cash only. 
Please call Cindy with any questions. 
352-463-7364.

tfnb,2-9
-----------------------------------------------

Appliance Repair: Old Fashioned 
Service. All Major Brands. VISA/MC 
352-284-4148.

tfnb,8-21
-----------------------------------------------

A/C REPAIRS: Fast, friendly, reliable 
service. Repairs and replacements. Call All 
Seasons Heating & A/C, Inc. 1-800-542-
1028 or 493-4888 anytime. Mastercard & 
Visa accepted. Lic#CA0057426.

tfnb,12-19

Email ads to
gcjads@bellsouth.net

We Buy
Pecans!

COME SELL YOUR PECANS: $1.00 
per lb. Saturdays starting Dec. 2, 15951 
NW 20th Avenue, Trenton, FL. (At the 
barn) 10 am - 5 pm. Randy Arrington 
352-871-4846.

8tp,11-23-1-11
-----------------------------------------------

We Buy
Timber!

SMALL PINES, FENCE POST SIZE, 
no large equipment destroying your 
property. We do thinning and work well 
with forestry. Need to be at least 150 
trees. Call Bud, 386-965-1833 or 386-
758-1993.

2tb, 11-30-12-7
-----------------------------------------------

For Sale
PECANS FOR SALE, $2.00 and $2.50 
per pound. 352-463-7044 or 352-213-
6730.

4tb,12-7-12-28
-----------------------------------------------

Wood
Furniture

Over 100 Porch Swings, Rockers, 
Gliders, Outdoor Furniture, etc. In 
Stock. Located at 810 2nd Ave SE U.S. 
41 & 129 South Jasper, Fl. 32052. Call 
Jerry 386-397-0852.

4tp,11-16-11-12-7
-----------------------------------------------

Hay
HAY FOR SALE: Large rolls, highly 
fertilized, net wrapped, weed free. Coastal 
Bermuda $50/roll. Call 352-949-0222.

tfnb,7-18
-----------------------------------------------

Email ads to
gcjads@bellsouth.net

RECEIVING CLERK
Operation of mail room and receiving. 

Distribute packages and college mail. An 
employee in this position utilizes email, data 
entry, work order program management, and 

mail processing equipment.
Requires High School graduate plus three years 

of clerical experience. A High School 
equivalency diploma from the State Department 
of Education may be substituted for high school 

graduation. Computer literate. Desirable 
Qualifications:

Ability to operate or be trained to operate a 
forklift, pallet jack and other material handling 
equipment.  Customer service experience and 

commercial driver's license a plus.
SALARY:

$21,200 annually, plus benefits.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 

12/11/17
Position details and applications available 

online at: www.fgc.edu
or visit Human Resources 
Florida Gateway College
149 S.E. College Place

Lake City, FL 32025-2007
Phone (386) 754-4314 

Fax (386) 754-4814
Email: human.resources@fgc.edu

FGC is accredited by the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges. VP/ADA/EA/EO College in 

Education and Employment

CHIEFLAND MEDICAL CENTER
Caring for the health of your family

Let our family take care of yours.

Quality Health Care for All Ages

Walk-ins and Same Day Appointments Available

Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Same Location for 20 Years at the intersection of Hwy-19 and NW 23rd Avenue in front of Walmart

We Gladly Accept Medicare, Medicaid,
UHC AARP Medicare Advantage, Prestige,

Staywell, Sunshine and UHC Community Plan,
and Most Insurance Plans

General Practice, Well Child Visits,
Acute and Chronic Care, Vaccinations,

School Physicals, DOT Physicals,
Foot Care, Xray and Bone Scan 493-9500

For appointment please call:

Douglas Rogers, DO Anthony Tocco, DPM Martha Harmon, ARNPBarbara Williams, ARNP Elizabeth Burkett, DO

GET REAL
AUTO INSURANCE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT!!!

BEN LARRY

** ATTENTION **
Gilchrist County Recycling

First Annual
Scrap and Food Drive!

We want to give back to the community...
the best way we can do that is WITH you!

Donate your canned goods, non perishables, 
 or a portion of your scrap today!

Oct. 1 - Dec 15, all donations will go to the 
Food Pantry Of Gilchrist County to help those in need

over the upcoming Holiday season.

GILCHRIST COUNTY RECYCLING
6860 SE SR 47

Trenton FL
Just 2 miles outside of Trenton on SR 47!

Bring two (2) cans of food, or 2 
non perishable food items and 
get an extra $.03 on any non 
magnetic metals OR $.25/100 
lbs. on scrap steel!  Also, any 
monies donated to us for the 
food pantry will be matched by 
Beyer Auto Salvage/Gilchrist 
County Recycling!

WOLFE PLUMBING, INC.
Guaranteed Plumbing Service

Drain Cleaning, Repairs, Leak Detection,
New Construction • 7-Day Service

352-463-2202          386-935-0616

Lic # CFC051621Senior & Veteran
Discounts
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SPANN'S
Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

463-6440
SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

Manual D & J and Energy Forms
Mobile Homes / Houses / Business

Locally Owned & Operated
"Our Customers Come First"

Located on Hwy. 129
LICENSED & INSURED

RA 0029414
Serving the Tri-County

Area Since 1975

Air Conditioning & Heating

Looking for a
Florida Blue Qualified 
HEALTH CARE PLAN?
Call Melissa Myers 

352-278-2336

Bell holds annual 
Christmas parade
Saturday, Dec. 2

The THS varsity  girls basketball team is pictured. Back row (left to right), Zakyah Frazier, Janiyah King, 
Coach Bryant Frye, Thalia Jackson, and Standrea McHenry. Front row, Coach Lynsey Grant, Bryn Thom-
as, Taniah Bowers, Amaya Jackson, and Coach Sharonda Green. On floor, Manager, Riley Rittenhouse

The Trenton JV girls basketball team is pictured. Back Row (left to right), Samarie McHenry, Kendra 
Perry, Coach Lynsey Grant, Chloe Wilkerson, and Savannah Jones. Front Row, Shaylyn Parrish, Madison 
Jones, Aubrey Brown, Bri Becker, and Daisha Smith. Not pictured, Coach Sharonda Green.

Trenton girls dominate Chiefland 
and Cedar Key for District wins

The Trenton girls basketball team 
improved their District 7 1A record 
to 2-0 when they defeated the host 
Chiefland Indians 62-25 Friday 
night. The Tigers’ Taniah Bowers 
was named “Player of the Game” as 
the junior, point guard shot 12 points, 
had 10 rebounds and 9 steals in the 
62-25 district victory over the Chief-
land Indians.

The Tigers dominance resulted in a 
32-16 lead at halftime. The Tigers de-
fense restricted the Indians to just 9 
points in the second half while Tren-
ton added 30 points to their lead to 
take the 62-25 win.

---
On Monday night the Lady Tigers 

hosted Cedar Key in a District 7 con-
test. Trenton took command of this 
game from the first tip as they defeat-
ed the Sharks 60-17. The Lady Tigers 
improve their District 7 record to 3-0 
and their overall mark to 4-0. 

Trenton will participate in the Andy 
Hall Invitational in Gainesville this 
week. The Lady Tigers will travel 
to Cross City on Tuesday, December 
12 to take on the Dixie County Lady 
Bears. Go Tigers

The Girl Scout Troop’s float had a pretty Christmas tree and 
gingerbread cookies. 

The Bell High School Student Government float 

Lady Tigers Basketball 
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