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 1125 W. Jefferson St.
 Quincy • 875-2655

 MON-SAT 
 8AM-6:30PM

 We gladly accept 
 credit cards and EBT

 10 lbs Leg Quarters $5.00
 Family Pack Finger Ribs $2.79 lbs

 Family Pack Ground Beef 3 for $25.00
 Sunset Farms Smoked Sausage

 5 lbs for $15.00, Hot or Mild  

 FRIDAY FLASH
 SALE  PRICES GOOD ALL DAY FRIDAY ONLY, 8AM TO 6:30PM 
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WHAT'S  
HAPPENING

Sheriff aims to save 
old police office
Sheriff Morris Young 

asks anyone who remem-
bers the building and its 
history as well as those 
folks who would like to 
participate in saving the 
old Quincy Police Station 
to attend a special meet-
ing from 4 to 6 p.m. today 
in the sheriff ’s office 
classroom downstairs at 
the W.A. Woodham Law 
Enforcement Center on 
East Jefferson Street in 
Quincy.

Groundbreaking set 
for historic building

Gadsden County Com-
missioners will host a 
groundbreaking cere-
mony at 3 p.m. Thursday, 
March 29, for Phase I of 
the Old Stevens High 
School Renovation Proj-
ect, 1004 W. 4th St., 
Quincy.

Alzheimer’s classes 
continue at library
The Alzheimer’s Project 

Inc. is offering educa-
tional classes at the Wil-
liam McGill Library in 
Quincy.

The next class, “Mem-
ory Problems-What You 
Can Do - Part 1,” will be 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 27. This class fo-
cuses on normal aging 
and mild cognitive im-
pairment. There are 
many things that can be 
done to improve memo-
ries at all stages of life. 

In this class, discussion 
about what can be done 
to keep minds active such 
as Memory Strategies, 
Memory Aids and 
Healthy Lifestyle 
Choices.

For information, visit 
www.alzheimersproject.
org or call 850-662-3329.

Plant clears additional hurdle
CHERI HARRIS
Gadsden County times

Despite objections 
from a number of adja-
cent property owners, 
the Gadsden Planning 
Commission last Thurs-
day voted to approve the 
conceptual site plan for 
Hoover Treated Wood 
Products outside Ha-
vana. The plant would 
apply fire retardant to 

wood products
The approval came 

with conditions. 
Marion Lasley 
cast the dissent-
ing vote.

Hoover has 
agreed to work 
with an outside 
engineering firm 
to provide input 
on the plant’s 
stormwater design and 
management plan and 

allow that engineering 
firm on site to make 

sure the work is 
performed ac-
cording to the 
plan at Hoover’s 
65-acre parcel on 
Potter Woodberry 
Road. 

Additionally, 
the planning com-
mission stipu-

lated that if Hoover 
changes the chemicals 

used or changes the pro-
cesses performed at the 
plant, notice would be 
given. Hoover has al-
ready changed the site 
plan design to include 
low night-time lighting.

Tallahassee attorney 
Randall Denker came to 
the meeting represent-
ing some of the sur-
rounding landowners. 
She presented a list of 

CHERI HARRIS/Gadsden County Times
Engineer Tony Holley speaks on behalf of Hoover 
Treated Wood Product’s proposed facility in Gadsden 
County during the March 15 Gadsden Planning Com-
mission meeting.

Proposed plant gets OK from planning commission

Quincy 
aims to 
clean up
City purchases 

street sweeper
CHERI HARRIS
Gadsden County times

Quincy City Commis-
sioners aim to clean up 
the city streets.

Literally.
During the March 13 

meeting, It voted 4-1 to 
use an in-
ter-fund 
loan to help 
pay for a 
$250,000 
street 
sweeper. 
This plan 
originated 
in a budget 
workshop 
and includes paying 
$125,000 from the city’s 
general fund and taking a 
loan from the city’s elec-
tric fund to pay the 
$123,297 remaining bal-
ance.

This loan would be re-
paid over two-and-a-half 
years at an interest rate of 
3 percent. 

Commissioner Keith 
Dowdell cast the dissent-
ing vote.

The Commission voted 
unanimously to update 
the ordinance addressing 
commercial trucks pass-
ing through Quincy. 

The new ordinance will 
increase the weight of 

INSIDE
Ø Gadsden 
United 
speaks out 
against 
plans.
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HEALTHY TRACK

Photos by SHADE’ KELLY /For the Times
Members of Gadsden County Florida Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority stand together 
at a recent community health education event in Midway.

Stepping out at health, wellness event in Midway
SHADE’ KELLY

For the times

Community members of Mid-
way put their feet to the pave-
ment on an early morning walk 
last Saturday at the Eugene 
Lamb Recreation Center. 

The city of Midway, in part-
nership with the Gadsden 
County Florida Alumnae Chap-
ter of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity Inc., teamed up to host a 
Health and Fitness Day Kickoff. 

The goal of the event was to 
raise awareness within the com-
munity about both physical and 
mental health. According to 
Betty James, this sorority is a 
service organization willing to 
assist and assure that the com-
munity is mobilized, moving 
and exercising. 

The busy event dedicated to 
fun and fitness included a 
22-minute walk, 22 healthy 
snacks such as sliced apples, 
soy chips or hummus, 22 rea-
sons why one should exercise, 
and several tips dealing with 
physical and mental health as a 
whole. Free blood pressure 
screenings and health informa-
tion was also provided.

The Midway Health and Fit-
ness Day was the kickoff event. 
The GCFL-DST sorority intends 

to travel to several cities within 
Gadsden County to improve 
what might be already happen-
ing with health education within 
the communities. Their mission 
is to be a part and help em-
power each community to make 
healthier lifestyle choices.

According to Florida’s County 
Health Rankings, Gadsden 
County ranked last in 2016, 
leading the pack in several 
health disparities such as dia-
betes and congestive heart fail-
ure. 

In 2017, Gadsden County 
inched its way up a spot, moving 
to 66 out of 67 counties. This 
year, Gadsden has climbed to 64 
out of 67 counties.

For information, visit www.
countyhealthrankings.org.

Betty James presents at Health and Fitness Day in Midway.

Participants were introduced to 
a list of 22 healthy snacks
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CARLY WATSON
For the times

 “Every day I come in to work 
and think: What am I going to do 
today? Who am I going to see 
today?” said Joyce Padgett.

Joyce and her husband, Gene 
Padgett, own and operate 
Padgett’s Jewelers on the square 
in downtown Quincy. The pair 
has been doing business for over 
half a century. 

“After all this time, it is still a 
fun business,” said Joyce.

Gene is the repairman for the 
jewelry and watches at the shop. 
He has been fixing items such as 
these since he was 12 years old. 
When his father found out he 
was secretly fixing his friends’ 
watches for them, his father re-
cruited him to work at his watch 
repair shop.

Gene worked with his father 
until he was 24. He decided to 
venture out on his own, opening 
the first Padgett’s Jewelers in 
1952 in Chattahoochee. 

Gene and Joyce met not too 
long after and in 1956 they de-
cided to get married. 

Joyce spent her first year of 

marriage unemployed. It wasn’t 
long after that Gene told Joyce 
she needed to get a job and had 
her come work at the jewelry 
store. 

“I didn’t want to work here ini-
tially. I wanted to work at the 
hospital. However, after all these 
years I love working here,” she 
said. “I never want to quit and go 
home.” 

In 1976, Padgett’s Jewelers re-
located to Quincy. In 1979, it 
moved into the location on 21 E. 
Jefferson Street and has re-
mained there ever since.

Padgett’s Jewelers sells every-
thing from jewelry and china to 
giftware. 

Celeste Lewis, of Quincy, 
agrees that the Padgett’s atmo-
sphere is second to none.

“I have shopped at Padgett’s 
for over 30 years, and so appreci-
ate being able to shop local as 
their selection is unbelievable, 
especially for a small-town busi-
ness. Their customer service is, 
without a doubt, second to none. 
Whether it is for a wedding, 
birthday or even a treat for my-
self, I know that I will find just 
the right gift at Padgett’s,” said 

Lewis.
Gene and Joyce’s two daugh-

ters, Beth and Kim Padgett, also 
help run the jewelry store, keep-
ing Padgett’s Jewelers a true 
family business.

“My mom makes every cus-
tomer feel right at home. We 
often joke about all the custom-
ers she has adopted as family 
through out the years,” Kim said.

Making their customers feel at 
home isn’t the only thing 
Padgett’s does. They also make 
sure their customers have a 
huge selection of appealing op-
tions when shopping in their 
store. 

This past January they trav-
eled to Savannah, Ga., for a 
trade show. At trade shows like 
these, the Padgetts are able to 
look at the newest styles of jew-
elry and buy merchandise from 
different jewelry lines to bring 
back and sell in their own store. 
According to Joyce, they try to 
attend these shows twice a year.

So if you’re a bride looking to 
create a registry, a doting hus-
band who wants to make his wife 
feel special, or just someone 
who feels like treating them-
selves, stop in to Padgett’s Jewel-
ers and see for yourself what this 
“legacy business” is all about.
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 OUR MOTTO:  “HELPING PEOPLE TO RECEIVE JESUS”

 MARCH 5, 2018

 To Our Beloved Friends,

 Greetings!  We hope you’re having a blessed day.  We are reaching out to you 

 because God has inspired this appointed time for Cornerstone Community 

 Outreach C.O.G.I.C. to excel towards another plateau.  This plateau consists 

 of several entities that will launch our ministry for rapid growth.  This was the 

 vision of our late Pastor, Elder Raymond Wilson, Sr.  We know that with God 

 all things are possible, and our passion is to fulfill the vision.  We are so proud 

 to share in strengthening our community by offering weekly services of 

 empowerment and spiritual fulfillment.  We would like to reach out more to 

 those in needs of a life changing experience.  This has encouraged us to 

 expand our facilities.  We plan to ad multipurpose areas to be utilized by 

 visitors, future members and for church office space.  

 To date, God has blessed us with land and several building modules.  The 

 next phase of module installation will cost us near $8,000.  Our goal is to raise 

 these funds over the next two months.  To ignite and promote this endeavor, 

 your support is desperately needed.  

 We need the support of our members, as well as the benevolence of 

 community businesses and individuals, to help us reach our goal.  We appeal 

 to you for any amount of donation for the realization of this humble endeavor.  

 We will appreciate whatever amount or help you may give for this expansion 

 project.  A generous gift of $100 or more will help us quickly reach this goal.  

 Your donation is tax deductible.  

 Your support of this expansion project is deeply appreciated.  If you have any 

 questions, concerns or just want more details about this important fundraising 

 effort, please contact Missionary Julia Wilson at (850) 528-3800.

 May God richly bless you indeed!

 CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY OUTREACH

 CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

 PASTOR RAYMOND WILSON, FOUNDER

 209B W JEFFERSON STREET, QUINCY, FL  32312

 P.O. BOX 1545, QUINCY, FL 32353

 (850) 627-8471

 000TAIP

 Elder Raymond Wilson
 and Evangelist Julia Wilson

 Support of our members,
 as well as the benevolence of 
 community businesses and individuals, 
 needed to help us reach our goal...

 PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Padgett’s a local gem

CARLY WATSON/For the Times
Gene and Joyce Padgett stand with their extensive jewelry collection in Padgett’s Jewelers at 21 E. Jefferson St., in Quincy.

Locally owned store still shines

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Beulah Hill Relay  

for Life event
The Health Care Min-

istry of Beulah Hill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 
Gretna, will present 
“Walking in Tune with 
our Community to Find a 
Cure,” from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday on the 
grounds of the church. All 
proceeds will benefit the 
American Cancer Society. 

Program to focus  
on monuments

The Historical Society 
will host a program at 3 
p.m. Sunday at the 
Greensboro Depot Rail-
road Museum, 115 Duffle 
Ave., Greensboro, featur-
ing the Florida Public Ar-
cheology Network’s 
presentation of “Falling 
Soldiers.” 

This presentation looks 
at the current debate sur-
rounding the removal or 
retention of Confederate 
monuments.  The goal is 
to encourage productive 

discussion of the issue 
and to help communities 
make informed decisions 
regarding their monu-
ments.

The intent of this event 
is to provide valuable in-
formation.  This presen-
tation is appropriate for 
all opinions on this mat-
ter.

For information, find 
West Gadsden Historical 
Society on Facebook, 
email gadsdenhistory.
org@gmail.com or call 
850-442-6667.

County Jail to host 
baptism event

The next inmate bap-
tism service will be at 
noon Thursday, April 5, 
at Gadsden County Cor-
rectional Facility (Jail), 
2135 Pat Thomas Park-
way, Quincy. The public 
is invited. 

For information, call 
Chaplain Jimmy Salters 
at 850-443-8020 or  
LaTrenda Gainous at 
850-875-8858.

Sheriff  honors employee

Special to the Times
Sheriff Morris Young congratulates GCSO em-
ployee Rendell Harris on his accomplishment 
for being awarded the 2017 Volunteer of the 
Year by the Quincy Main Street Committee.



Palm Sunday program 
planned at New Bethel

New Bethel AME 
Church will host a spe-
cial Palm Sunday pro-
gram at 5:30 p.m. Sunday 
at the church. “The 
Seven Last Words of 
Christ” will feature the 
following Making A Dif-
ference award winners: 
Angela Sapp, Mutaquee 
Akbar, Derrick Elias, Fa-
ther John Wesley, the 
Rev. Gerald W. McSwain 
Sr., Shereka Hutley-Wil-
liams and the Rev. Eddie 
Hadley III.

Group announces  
special events 

Holy Alliance of Gads-
den County will start at 7 
p.m. Monday at Deliver-
ance Temple.

Annie McMillan will be 
the guest pastor.

The remaining services 
will be at: 
l 7 p.m. March 27 at 

Neal’s Temple, Elder 
Allen Jones, pastor; 

speaker pastor: Sarah 
Battles. 
l 7 p.m. March 28 at 

Glory Tabernacle, Over-
seer Shirley Moore, pas-
tor; speaker pastor: Julia 
Hammond.
l 7 p.m. March 29, 

Throne of Grace (to be 
held at Deliverance Tem-
ple), Pastor Annie McMil-
lan. Speaker: Overseer 
Shirley Moore.
l 7 p.m. March 30, at 

New Life, Pastor Sarah 
Battles; speaker: Elder 
Allen Jones.
l 6 a.m. sunrise ser-

vice April 1 at United Ap-
ostolic, Pastor Julia 
Gammons; speaker: Supt. 
JW Matthews.

For information, call 
Missionary Gussie Mat-
thews at 860-674-3286.

Revival slated at  
Mt. Zion PBC

Mount Zion Primitive 
Baptist Church will have 
its third annual Spring 
Revival at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day through Friday. Pas-

tor Davis from 
D’Alberillie, Miss., will 
be the guest speaker. 
Mount Zion church is at 
the corner of Crawford 
and 9th street in Quincy. 

Church announces 
Easter egg hunt 

First Baptist Church of 
Greensboro will host an 
Easter egg hunt from 2 to 
4 p.m. Saturday, March 
31, at 101 Gadsden Ave, 
Greensboro. There will 
also be a variety of activ-
ity stations.

First Baptist plans  
food giveaway

First Baptist Quincy, in 
partnership with the 
Southeastern Food Bank, 
will provide food to those 

in the community who 
are in need, at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, March 31, on 
the campus of First Bap-
tist Quincy. Organizers 
anticipate enough food 
for 100 people.

Fun ahead at  
Union Chapel

Union Chapel AME 
Church will have a Fam-
ily & Friends Fun Day 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
March 31 at Sawdust 
Park. Activities will in-
clude the annual kickball 
game, a bounce house, 
basketball, Easter egg 
coloring and board 
games. 

For information, call 
850-442-4267 or email un-
chapelame@gmail.com.
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 Dr. Celeste Hart
 from

 will be providing
 D IABETES  T REATMENT

 at
 Gadsden Memorial

 23186 Blue Star Hwy, Suite 2
 Quincy, FL, 32353

 Saturday, March 24, 2018
 10:00  AM  to 2:00  PM

 Patients seen regardless of ability to pay
 F OR   FURTHER   INFORMATION ,
 PLEASE   CALL  850-224-7154

 000TAQ1

 NOTICE OF ELECTION 
 CITY OF GRETNA, 

 FLORIDA
 Please take notice that a Preliminary Election 
 scheduled for the City of Gretna, Florida on 
 the 24 th  day of April 2018, for the purpose of 
 electing (2) city commissioners for the term 

 of four (4) years.
 The Seats up for Election is 

 Seat 1 and 3
 Anyone wishing to register to vote in this 

 election may do so at the office of the 
 Supervisor of Elections or any Town/City Hall 
 prior to the closing of the books at 5:00 p.m. 

 on Monday, March 26, 2018.
 The place of voting will be at City Hall in 

 Gretna;  the polls will open at 7:00 a.m. and 
 close at 7:00 p.m.   The election is 

 nonpartisan and any qualified voter residing 
 with the City of Gretna, Florida may vote. 

 Vote By Mail (Absentee) ballots will be 
 available at the Supervisor of Elections 

 office.
 Call 627-9910.

OBITUARIES
Lyle Wright, 94

Lyle O. Wright, 94, 
passed away peacefully 
Monday, Dec. 4, 2017, at 

home in 
Boiling 
Springs, 
Pa. 

Born 
Feb. 24, 
1923, in 
Fort Col-
lins, Col-
orado, he 

was the second son of the 
late William Henry and 
Evalena Dorothy 
(Wolverton) Wright.

A World War II vet-
eran, Lyle served with 
the 542nd Parachute In-
fantry Regiment and 
later joined the Navy Re-
serve. He majored in 
chemistry at Florida 
Southern College, and 
was a member of the 
Kappa Pi art honor soci-
ety, graduating in 1949. 

On Sept. 14, 1950, Lyle 
married Jackie C. Key in 
Panama City, and the 
couple moved to a “Vets-
ville” settlement while 
Lyle earned a chemical 
engineering degree at 
the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder. They 
and their three daugh-
ters later lived in Pen-
sacola, Quincy, and Port 
St. Joe, Fla., and Chal-
mette, La., and moved to 
Ohio in 1961. 

Lyle held positions at 
DuPont, Freeport Sul-
phur, and Glidden, be-
fore he became an 
aerospace engineer at 
NASA’s Lewis Research 
Center in Cleveland. 
While at NASA, Lyle was 
the first president of 
Lewis Engineers and 
Scientists Association.

During retirement, 
Lyle and Jackie volun-
teered at various United 
Methodist Church activi-
ties, and helped out at 
Habitat for Humanity, 
Jericho and Meals on 
Wheels. Well known for 
his love of saltwater fish-
ing, Lyle was both an 
award-winning watercol-
orist of Florida sea-
scapes and a spectacular 
photographer. 

Throughout his life, he 
sought out antique cam-
eras and books at auc-

tions, visited cemeteries 
and courthouses for ge-
nealogical information, 
read widely on early 
North American explora-
tions and the Civil War, 
and enjoyed both classi-
cal and folk music. In ad-
dition, Lyle was a 
bicycling enthusiast, put-
ting over 30,000 miles on 
his eBike.

Lyle is survived by 
Jackie, his beloved wife 
of 67 years; daughters, 
Sarah Wright, Cindy 
(Tom) Hooks, and Chris-
tina Wright; grandchil-
dren, Carrie (David) 
Beddell, Laura Hooks, 
Matthew Hooks and For-
rest Roth; great-grand-
daughters Daphne and 
Francine Beddell; 
brother, Paul (Kitty) 
Wright; sister, Lois Ann 
Cleary; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

He is predeceased by 
his brothers, Bill, Dale, 
Dwane and Glenn 
Wright.

A memorial service 
will be at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, March 24, 2018, at 
Centenary United Meth-
odist Church, 206 N. 
Madison Street, Quincy.

Mary Esland, 54
Mary E. Esland, 54, 

passed away Friday, 
March 16, 2018, at Talla-
hassee Memorial 
Healthcare in Tallahas-
see. 

Funeral services will 
be at 11 a.m. (EST) Sat-
urday, March 24, 2018, at 
St. John Church of God 
in Christ, 3490 Bain-
bridge Highway, Quincy, 
FL, with burial at Sec-
ond Elizabeth Church 
Cemetery, Attapulgus 
Highway, Quincy.

Mary leaves to mourn 
and cherish her memo-
ries, five brothers: 
Glenn Esland Sr., Lo-
renzo Oliver, Charles Es-
land Sr., Jason Esland 
Sr. and Willie Esland Jr.; 
and three sisters, 
Danyell Harley, Sharine 
Harley Pride and Sa-
brena Bouie. 

Services Entrusted to: 
Reed & Hall Mortuary, 
116 West Jefferson 
Street, Quincy, FL 32351, 
850-627-5700.

What does it take to make 
you laugh? That’s a 
good question if 

you think about. 
For most of us, we 

have pushed laughter 
out of our lives and have 
a hard time letting it 
back in.

Think about it like 
this: When was the last 
time you had a rip-roar-
ing, heartfelt belly 
laugh? Bet it has been a while 
hasn’t it?

I was reminded of how laugh-
ter has started to slip away from 
us when I watched an episode 
of “The Red Skelton Show” re-
cently.

You see, sitcoms today try to 
drive a point home in their at-
tempt to be funny. They are not 
there just for the sake of getting 
a laugh; they want you to think 
at the same time.

It was watching Red Skelton 

perform that made me realize I 
just want to laugh because 

something is funny, not 
because someone way 
off in comedy land 
wants me to change my 
opinion about some se-
rious topic.

We need more laugh-
ter, and we need it 
sooner than later, I be-
lieve.

It is a scientific fact 
that one minute of anger takes 
about five hours for your body 
to correct itself. One minute of 
laughter can reap good results 
up to 24 hours.

So for a little laughter and for 
the fun of it, here is a true story:

My Uncle Cratus Henderson 
was the clown of our family, al-
ways full of wit, and he loved to 
tell jokes.

Now Uncle Cratus loved dogs 
and always had several around 
the house.

He would buy dry dog food for 
them, and it had gotten to where 
those dogs would turn their 
noses up at it piled in their 
bowls and refuse to eat it. He 
tried wetting it, and they really 
turned their noses up. If you put 
table scraps with the dry food, 
they would eat the scraps and 
leave the dry food in the bowl.

One day at the grocery store 
they had a new dog food dis-
played. It was called Gravy 
Train: All you had to do was mix 
in a little warm water, and the 
dry dog food would create its 
own thick gravy and dogs would 
love it.

It was worth a try, he thought, 
as he put a large bag in his 
buggy along with a few other 
groceries.

There was a long line at the 
cashier’s checkout counter, and 

he stood for several minutes 
waiting.

A nice, well-dressed lady 
came up behind him in the line 
as he stood there.

After a few minutes of waiting 
she looked over in his buggy 
and saw the big bag of Gravy 
Train dog food. And as some 
folks will do she asked a silly 
question.

“Is that for your dog,” she 
asked Uncle Cratus as she 
pointed at the Gravy Train bag.

“No,” he told her, “it’s for me 
and my wife. 

“Things are tight around our 
house and we are scraping by 
right now and can’t afford regu-
lar food, he said as he rubbed 
the side of the bag.”

“I can’t believe you would eat 
such a thing,’ she said as she 
threw her nose up in the air in 

disgust.
“Oh this Gravy Train is much 

better than the regular dry dog 
food we use to eat; it makes a 
nice thick gravy and is much 
easier to swallow and it even 
tastes good,” he told her.

Uncle Cratus checked out and 
nodded at the lady as he pushed 
his grocery bag with train Gravy 
Train dog food on full display to 
his car.

The lady came out of the store 
about the time he was driving 
away, and Uncle Cratus gave 
her a big wave.

She just looked at him in dis-
belief and shook her head.

If there is a moral to the story 
it would be to not ask someone 
a silly question, especially if it 
happens to be some of my kin-
folks.

Contact Byron Spires, play-
wright, novelist, Times columnist 
and retired newspaper editor at 
byronspires51@gmail.com.

We don’t laugh enough anymore
WINDING ROADS

Byron 
Spires

Lyle Wright

St. Patrick's Day Spirit

Special to the Times
ABOVE: Gadsden Senior Services threw a lively St. Patrick’s 
Day Party last Friday. Pictured, from left, are: Otis Green, 
Dorothy Hicks and Evelyn Lee. BELOW: Verdell Nolomes is 
pictured here. LEFT: Alice Williams is in the holiday spirit.

CHURCH EVENTS
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Project needs 
more scrutiny

MIKE DORIAN
Special to the Times

Gadsden stands on the 
headwaters of one of the 
last clean aquifers in the 
world. Gadsden County 
residents and officials are 
the custodians and guard-
ians of this vast under-
ground pure water lake. 
Both state and federal pro-
tection is lacking. As the 
aquifer flows south, indus-
trialization and urbaniza-
tion pollute the water. We 
are incredibly lucky our 
water is so clean.

Is the new wood pres-
sure treatment plant next 
to Havana a good, safe 
project? No independent 
scientific review has been 
done. And there’s no 
straight answer about 
whether one will be done. 
DEP says no review will 
happen because the treat-
ment plant is not in a wet-
land. County officials say 
DEP will do an analysis 
when the conceptual plans 
are delivered. This is after 
the county commissioners 
vote. 

Many questions should 
be asked by third party, in-
dependent qualified pro-
fessionals. Scientific 
review that we used to 
have is now reduced, if not 
completely gone. DEP and 
EPA need to step up and 
do their jobs before county 
commissioners vote on the 
project.

The Development Coun-
cil and the treatment plant 
officials have already met 
individually with county 
commissioners. While this 
is legal and perhaps to-
tally innocent, the appear-
ance of these meetings 
produces suspicion. Re-

view by DEP and EPA 
would eliminate concern.

In the rush to obtain 
much-needed jobs, neigh-
borhoods and the aquifer 
should be included in the 
math. Are 15 to 25 jobs re-
ally a good deal? When 
hundreds of jobs are 
needed is a small number 
of jobs really comparable 
to possibly endangering 
neighborhoods or harming 
our natural resources?

The solar farm project 
was a unique, out-of-the-
box idea that would have 
supplied millions of dol-
lars for jobs and services 
in Gadsden and surround-
ing counties. Low pollu-
tion, protection of the 
environment — good stuff. 

I understand they went 
to another county because 
Gadsden wouldn’t cut a 
good deal. We shouldn’t 
tax solar at all. Solar is the 
future. To get a solar farm 
in the county would create 
many clean jobs. The 
county should have staff 
working full time on bring-
ing a large solar farm to 
the county.

County officials should 
go slow on the new wood 
pressure treatment plant. 
In no way, shape or form is 
the industrialization of 
Gadsden County thinking 
out of the box.

Federal, state and 
county officials owe the 
citizens of Gadsden 
County a more intensive 
review.

Mike Dorian is a member 
of Gadsden United, an in-
corporated group dedicated 
to protecting Gadsden 
County citizens and the en-
vironment. Contact Gads-
den United at Box 521, 
Quincy, FL 32353-0521.

Grateful for help with 
big celebration

On behalf of Pastor Na-
thaniel Trumpet Jr. and 
First Lady Loria Trumpet 
and family, along with the 
Antioch Missionary Bap-
tist Church, we would like 
to thank each pastor and 
church for coming out and 
helping celebrate their 
fifth anniversary. 

We love each of you and 
at any time you need us, 
feel free to contact us.  

Once again we say thank 
you, thank you, thank you.

Bernadine Jones, 
Antioch Missionary  

Baptist Church

School board member 
won’t seek re-election
Words cannot ade-

quately express my sincere 
gratitude to the people of 
District 3 for the privilege 
of representing them on 
the Gadsden County 
School Board. As the se-
nior member of the Gads-
den County School Board, 
I have decided not to seek 
re-election. I am retiring 
after serving my fifth term, 
a total of 20 years, ending 
in November 2018.

There were many chal-
lenges, but they were chal-
lenges for the right reason. 
The safety, health, welfare 
and education of the stu-
dents were my main focus 
as a school board member. 
It was a huge responsibil-
ity, and I did everything I 
could to make our district 
better. This opens the op-

portunity for those who 
are interested in running 
for the seat to bring new 
ideas and energy to the 
school board.

Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to represent and 
serve District 3 on the 
Gadsden County School 
Board. I have enjoyed my 
time on the Board and 
working with children lo-
cally to help them achieve 
their educational dreams 
and desires.  I will find 
ways to continue contribut-
ing to the students and 
community after my ser-
vice on the school board 
has ended.  

Taking a break from the 
demands of my political 
career is something I look 
forward to; however, I still 
have political aspirations 
and will seek to further my 
political career in some 
capacity in the near future.

To my wife, Phyllis; 
daughters Talisa and 
Devondra; and my grand-
children: Thank you for all 
you sacrificed, missed or 
did alone so I could serve 
on the Gadsden County 
School Board.

I want to express my sin-
cere gratitude to those 
who voted for and sup-
ported me in my efforts as 
a school board member.  
Let us continue to help 
make our school system 
great for all, especially the 
children of Gadsden 
County. 

Isaac Simmons Jr., 
Gadsden County

OPINIONS INVITED
l The opinions expressed in Gadsden County Times 

editorials are the opinions of the newspaper.
l Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns 

or letters do not necessarily represent the opinion of 
the editorial board.
l Groups or individuals are invited to express their 

opinions in a letter to the editor.
l All letters must be signed and include a phone 

number and hometown, including letters sent via 
email at editor@gadcotimes.com. Phone numbers will 
not be printed or given out. We reserve the right to 
edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good taste.
l Letters to the editor must be no longer than 550 

words, and writers will be limited to two letters per 
month.

Opioids not best option 
for long-term pain

Opioid drugs have been 
the gold standard for 
pain treatment for years, 

from post-surgical pain to long-
term pain for chronic condi-
tions. It has long been known 
that opioids come with an ad-
ditional risk of addiction, but 
this has been generally ac-
cepted as part of the risk/re-
ward equation.

However, with opioid addic-
tion a national

health crisis and addic-
tion-related deaths continuing 
to rise, there has been increas-
ing pressure on prescribers to 
limit opioid prescriptions.

And now, a study published 
in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association has raised 
serious questions about 
whether opioids are more ef-
fective than alternate thera-
pies in the treatment of 
long-term pain.

The study done by the Min-
neapolis Veterans Administra-
tion concluded that opioids are 

no more effective than safer al-
ternatives in long-term treat-
ment of patients with chronic 
pain in their backs, hips or 
knees.

As part of the study, 120 mili-
tary veterans were assigned to 
take opioids for chronic joint 
pain for one year, and another 
120 managed their pain with 
alternatives such as acetamin-
ophen and non-steroidal anti-

inflammatory drugs. Partici-
pants were free to pursue 
physical therapy and other 
non-surgical options to address 
their pain.

According to results pub-
lished in the Journal, veterans 
in both groups showed similar 
success managing pain and 
maintaining their daily activi-
ties for the first six months, but 
after nine months patients in 
the opioid group showed no 
further improvements, while 
patients in the non-opioid 
group showed continued im-
provement.

The study authors said they 
believe the reason is that peo-
ple develop tolerance to opi-
oids, but this is not the same 
with other pain killers.

While this study dealt only 
with treatment of long-term 
pain, and not with acute pain 
such as from surgery or other 
medical procedures, the impli-
cations are significant for how 
pain is treated.

If alternatives are as effec-
tive for controlling long-term 
pain, it could lead to fewer opi-
oid prescriptions for long term 
pain, which may in turn lead to 
less dependency and addiction.

Clearly, this study alone will 
not change opioid abuse, but if 
there is good scientific evi-
dence that other measures can 
achieve similar results, it will 
give physicians and patients a 
valid reason to avoid the risk 
of long-term opioid use and 
seek alternatives for pain man-
agement.

— Citrus County Chronicle

OTHER VOICESGUEST COLUMN

Letters to the editor

Spring brings transitions
While some friends and 

family members are 
still experiencing a 

harsh late winter, our 
optimism is high for a 
glorious spring, the sea-
son of transitions.  

The blooming of beau-
tiful flora inspires us to 
energize and achieve 
new successes. Those 
delicate green leaves 
and ground shoots are 
symbols of rebirth and re-
newal. 

Tallahassee is where we’ve 
called home for 40 years. One 
of our town slogans is “Where 
Spring Begins.”   

My wife, Charlotte, and 
I have an organic raised-bed 
garden for vegetables, 
herbs and flowers, which at-
tract our beloved bees 
from their nearby hive to per-
form their pollination services 
and produce delicious honey. 
Nature’s life cycle amazes me!

Springtime also means 
March Madness for college bas-
ketball fans and “Hope Springs 
Eternal” for all of us baseball 
fans anticipating that first 
pitch in early April! I am de-
voted to my Orioles! Fly high, 
Birds of Baltimore! 

The coming celebrations of 
Easter and Passover are sym-
bolic of what we hold most 
dear:  Easter gives us the spiri-
tual message of the power to 
overcome suffering, dedicate 

ourselves to faith and cele-
brate the fabulous rebirth of 
life’s cycle. Passover focuses 

on freedom from op-
pression and the impor-
tance of faith and 
persistence in the face 
of adversity.

All religions strive to 
provide an emotional 
connection to life’s real-
ities and light a path for 
understanding our com-

plex life voyage.  
My friend who practices 

Buddhism reminds me how all 
of life’s events, including 
death, are transformations into 
another stage of being. In Bud-
dhism, Karma (from the San-
skrit for “action, work”) is the 
force that drives Samsara  — 
the cycle of natural suffering, 
rededication and rebirth for 
each being. 

Transitions are life’s cross-
roads. We are rooted in per-
sonal experiences and make 
important choices as we move 
forward.  

Who among us would not 
wish for more power to make 
decisions for others, especially 
for our children, but know we 
have limited capacity to do so? 
We can hope for the best, but 
must be prepared to respond to 
whatever events come our way.

As a parent, now as a grand-
father of dear Julianne, I know 
how critical it is to carefully 
balance guidance and freedom, 

influence and acceptance. 

The Power of Prevention
April is Child Abuse Preven-

tion Month celebrated by Flo-
ridians with events led by 
Prevent Child Abuse Florida.  

This is a time to focus on 
ways to protect family members 
from abusive environments and 
to prevent abuse from ever oc-
curring in our community by 
giving our time and support to 
causes we believe in.

Among the actions I advocate 
to prevent violence and pro-
mote safety at home and in our 
community: 
l Pay attention to recognize 

the signs of family violence, 
child and elder abuse, human 
trafficking and animal neglect 
— and report your suspicions to 
the proper authorities. Silence 
may prove deadly.
l Support organizations that 

educate families, children, 
neighbors and community 
members about how to prevent 
abuse and neglect and promote 
positive parenting.
l Healthy Families is an ex-

cellent voluntary parent-fo-
cused program model. 
l Volunteer for an organiza-

tion that helps vulnerable chil-
dren and their families. 
Guardian ad Litem is focused 
on representing children in the 
court system. 
l Advocate for access to 

4GEN JOURNAL
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healthy pregnancies and 
quality infant care 
through March of 
Dimes and by support-
ing Florida’s Healthy 
Start Coalitions.
l Invite a speaker to 

your civic organization, 
workplace or place of 
worship to spread the 
word about the threat of 
family violence and how 

to keep all of our family 
members safe.
l Mentor a child, 

visit a lonely elder or 
give the gift of time to 
your community Hos-
pice — become a beacon 
of hope for someone 
who needs kindness and 
special attention.
l Give personal sup-

port to a mother or fa-
ther in need, or to a 
caregiver of an elder or 
special child experienc-
ing the stress of their 
round-the-clock duties.    

l Support advocacy 
organizations and com-
municate with elected 
officials in support of 
parent education, abuse 
prevention, health care, 
victims’ rights, justice 
for teenagers and access 
to quality services 
across the generations. 
Please continue to exert 
the power of your influ-
ence. Our success is 
rooted in what we do for 
others who need us, and 
the energy we invest in 

making a difference.  
Advocacy is giving 

voice to causes that we 
know need attention and 
effective action. As the 
Talmud poignantly asks, 
“If not me, who? If not 
now, when?”

Join me as an ardent 
advocate, entering every 
door with an optimistic 
spirit.

Because prevention is 
relevant to every stage 
of life.

If you wish to receive 

my “Grandma Minnie’s 
Life Lessons,” email me 
at jack@4gen.org with 
the words “Minnie’s Les-
sons” in the subject line. 
I guarantee her kitchen 
table wisdom will edify 
you!

I welcome invitations 
to share my advocacy 
messages in keynote ad-
dresses, strategy semi-
nars and assisting 
organizations and with 
their strategic planning 
needs about how to be-

come more powerful ad-
vocates, connect with 
community opinion 
leaders for public policy 
impact, communicate ef-
fectively, and develop fi-
nancial resources to 
achieve their program 
goals.

All my best for your 
good works — on to a 
sensational spring!

Jack Levine is founder 
of 4Generations Institute. 
Email him at Jack@
4Gen.org.
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 MEETING NOTICE 

 The Gadsden County Board of County 
 Commissioners will hold a Community 

 Meeting to discuss the Old Stevens School 
 Site immediately following the 

 Groundbreaking Ceremony

 Thursday, March 29, 2018 
 (4:00 – 5:00 p.m.) 

 at the Campbell-Kelly Community Center 
 415 Cooper Street, Quincy, Florida 32351

 If you are a person with a disability who needs any 
 accommodation to participate in this proceeding, you are 
 entitled, at no cost to you, the provision of certain 
 assistance.  Persons needing assistance in obtaining any 
 information from the County or attending the public hearing 
 must contact the Gadsden County Facilities Management 
 Office, 1B E. Jefferson Street, Quincy, Florida, (850) 875-
 8665 or (850) 510-7842, at least 48 hours prior to the 
 hearing if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

 000TAPQ

 NOTICE OF ELECTION 
 CITY OF QUINCY, 

 FLORIDA
 Please take notice that a Preliminary Election 
 scheduled for the City of Quincy, Florida on the 
 24 th  day of April 2018, for the purpose of 
 electing one (1) city commissioner for the term 
 of three (3) years.

 The District up for Election is 
 District 3

 Anyone wishing to register to vote in this 
 election may do so at the office of the 
 Supervisor of Elections or any Town/City Hall 
 prior to the closing of the books at 5:00 p.m. on 
 Monday, March 26, 2018. 

 The place of voting will be at City Hall in 
 Quincy;  the polls will open at 7:00 a.m. and 
 close at 7:00 p.m.   The election is nonpartisan 
 and any qualified voter residing within the 
 above City Districts of Quincy, Florida may 
 vote.

 Vote By Mail (Absentee) ballots will be 
 available at the Supervisor of Elections office. 
 Call 627-9910.

 000TAN1

 NOTICE OF INTENT
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all concerned 
 that the Gadsden County Board of County 
 Commissioners intends to hear the following
 at their regularly scheduled meeting to be held 
 on Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
 Board of County Commission Chambers located 
 at 7 East Jefferson Street, Quincy, FL.:

 Hoover Treated Wood Products, Inc. (Azalea) 
 Conceptual/Preliminary Site Plan (Quasi-Judicial) 
 (SP-2018-01)   -  Consideration of a conceptual/
 preliminary site plan for a plant to process flame 
 retardant  wood products to be located on sixty-five 
 (65) acres (Tax Parcel I.D. #2-15-3N--0000-00441-
 0700) accessing Potter Woodberry Road.

 Persons wishing to review the files on the above 
 projects may do so on the County website at 
 www.gadsdencountyfl.gov or at the Gadsden County 
 Building & Planning Department located at 1-B East 
 Jefferson Street, Quincy, FL.  In accordance with the 
 Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing 
 assistance in obtaining any information from the 
 County or attending the public hearing should contact 
 the County by calling 850-875-8665 or 850-510-7842, 
 at least 48 hours prior to the hearing. If any person 
 decides to appeal any decision made with respect to 
 any matter considered at such public hearing, he or 
 she will need a record of the proceedings, and for 
 such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a 
 verbatim record of the proceedings is made,   which 
 record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
 which the appeal is to be used.

 SMALL JOB
 PRINTING & FAXING

 THE GADSDEN COUNTY TIMES
 112 E. WASHINGTON STREET, QUINCY, FL 32351

 OFFICE (850) 627-7649
 FAX (850) 627-7191

 BLACK & WHITE 
 ONLY
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 Vocational Instructor Wanted! 
 Tallahassee Community College is 

 looking for a full-time
 Vocational Instructor to teach:

 MASONRY
 at the Liberty Correctional Institute

 Competitive pay and benefits!  
 Visit www.tcc.fl.edu to apply.
 For more information contact 

 Workforce Development at (850) 201-8760!

 00
0T
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Little courthouse had 
big place in couple’s life

Did you know that we had 
a little replica of the 
courthouse on the south 

side of the square at one 
time? It was our police 
station and had been 
built with the same 
color brick as the court-
house. It was composed 
of offices on the left and 
the right, with the side-
walk to the courthouse 
running right through 
the middle of it. The 
roof was flat and went 
across both sides and the side-
walk. On the top of the roof 
was a replica of the court 
house dome.

Now, enough about the archi-
tecture. Let’s get on with the 
love story that started there.

It was 1954, and I needed a 
bond for the scrapbook I had to 
complete for Mr. Fred 
Strange’s Business Law class 
at Havana High School. Mama 
said come on and ride with her 
to Quincy and I could get one 
from Sheriff Robert Martin.

It happened that there were 
several young men in Sheriff 

Martin’s office just hanging out 
after work. After I got the bond 
and left, one of those young 

men wanted to know 
who I was and wanted 
to know if there were 
any way he could meet 
me. 

Mama had said to just 
wait for her at the po-
lice station when I 
came out of the court-
house. I sat and talked 
with the secretary until 
Mama got there. The 

secretary had noticed there 
was a young man who kept 
walking by and wondered what 
he was up to. She called him 
Jack Peacock, and that was the 
first time I heard that name. 

Several of Jack’s friends 
knew me and introduced us. 
That was December 1955, and 
we were married the next sum-
mer. The Quincy Police De-
partment and the sheriff ’s 
department had taken an inter-
est in us because of our court-
house meeting and were at our 
wedding in full force. I always 
wondered what people must 

have thought when all that law 
enforcement showed up and us 
without even a traffic ticket. 

In later years, the little 
courthouse was moved to 
Douglas City, between Quincy 
and Gretna. A business was 
housed in it for years. Now 
that property has all been 
cleared and the only thing sit-
ting there is the little court-
house without its dome. Sheriff 
Morris Young has taken an in-
terest in the old building and 
is trying to save it. Owner Wil-
son Hinson has said he will do-
nate it, if it can be moved. 
There is a meeting from 4 to 6 
p.m. today at the sheriff ’s of-
fice for those people interested 
in saving it and learning about 
its history. 

Getting back to the love story 
that started there: It lasted 21 
years, until Jack’s death in 
1976. We now have seven 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. Just 
think: It all started at the little 
courthouse.

Email Gwynn Peacock Kidd 
at Gwynn0720@comcast.net.

THE DIRT ROAD WONDER

Gwynn  
Peacock 

Kidd
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There is a reason I 
don’t work in cus-
tomer/public ser-

vice: I am simply 
not genetically 
made for it. 
When I was a 
teenager, my sec-
ond real job was 
working in a gro-
cery store. I had 
several responsi-
bilities. The 
main one was 
being a cashier. I was 
young and fresh out of 
high school; my life was 
about to change forever. 
I was just about to real-
ize my limitations as a 
human being, and that 
would change the land-
scape of my life.

The store where I 
worked was on the main 
drive, Slappey Boule-
vard in Albany, Ga. Be-
hind it, most of the 
neighborhoods housed 
people who had lived 
there most of their lives, 
now in their late 60s 
and 70s. 

I cannot tell you the 
things I learned about 
people just by working 
in that store. It was 
quite possibly the best 
eye-opener for any per-
son my age to experi-
ence. But that’s not how 
I know I shouldn’t work 
in customer service or 
maybe even with just 
people in general. 

I was a purchasing 
manager for 20 years. I 
didn’t work with cus-
tomers; I worked with 
sales people. Which 
meant that basically I 
was in charge, and I 
didn’t have to listen to 
foolishness. That job 
came to an end when 
the company closed 
down. 

Thankfully, some 
wonderful folk were 
looking out for me, and 
I was able to roll right 
into another job with no 
time standing still to 
fret or worry. However, 
that job opening was for 
a human resource man-
ager. 

Now I don’t have to 
step out far and wide to 
tell many of you just 

how far that job 
is from my par-
ticular salty/
sassy no-holds-
barred personal-
ity. I’ll just leave 
you with this 
funny example 
of how most of 
my days go now. 

Typical day:  I 
came to work one morn-
ing, locked the front 
door behind me be-
cause I needed to go to 
the restroom first. A 
minute or so later, I 
hear the door unlock 
and the bell jingle that’s 
attached to the door; 
several supervisors also 
have keys. 

The door to my office 
is still shut, and the 
light is out because I 
didn’t make it that far. 
My boss’s door is shut, 
and the bathroom door 
is shut with the loud fan 
going in there that 
sounds like it’s about to 
explode and sling 
shrapnel.  And all of 
this you can see (and 
hear) as you stand right 
inside the entrance of 
the front door. 

One of the supervi-
sors begins to shout my 
name. I almost lost my 
good graces when I 
came out of there. I was 
like, Dude, you can ob-
viously see where I 
must be, and this isn’t 
your house where you 
come inside hollering 
for your wife or kids — 
even though you also 
know they are in the re-
stroom — so why would 
you do that either — be-
cause what can they do 
for you in there? He 
just stood there and 
looked at me like I had 
lost my mind. I was like 
“some courtesy please, 
would be appreciated.”  

Prayers are appreci-
ated that I make it to re-
tirement. Because it is 
highly questionable 
some days!

Mind your  
manners, please

FRONT PORCH VIEW

Michelle 
Mims

Special to the Times
The Old Courthouse holds significant sentimental value for columnist Gwynn Peacock Kidd.
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Special to the timeS

World-class fishing, crystal 
blue waters, endless sunshine 
— there’s so much about Flori-
da’s waterways to enjoy. 
During the week of March 18 
to March 24, the National Asso-
ciation of State Boating Law 
Administrators and the Flor-
ida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission (FWC) 
encourage all boaters to take 
part in the national Spring 
Aboard — Take A Boating Edu-

cation Course campaign by 
taking a boating safety course 
today. 

“An educated boater is 
proven to be safer on the 
water,” said Major Rob Rowe, 
leader of FWC’s Boating and 
Waterways section. “If boat op-
erators have taken a boating 
safety education course, the 
likelihood of their time spent 
on the water being a safe and 
enjoyable experience is much 
greater for them as well as 
their passengers. 

“There’s no reason to head 
out on the water without know-
ing what you’re doing, and 
spring is the perfect time to 
take a course before the sum-
mer boating season begins.”

In 2018, all boaters, 30 years 
of age or younger, are required 
to have a Boating Safety Edu-
cation ID Card to legally oper-
ate a boat of 10 horsepower or 
greater in Florida. Even if you 
were born before Jan. 1, 1988, 
getting educated is a great 
idea. 

Many course providers will 
offer incentives or course dis-
counts for students who enroll 
in or complete a course during 
the Spring Aboard campaign. 
For a summary of Florida’s 
regulations and available 
courses, visit MyFWC.com/
Boating.

“Everyone interested in 
boating should take a course – 
it’s the smart thing to do,” 
Rowe said. “Boaters have 
many ways to get educated, 
from classroom courses of-

fered by the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary and United States 
Power Squadrons to online of-
ferings available anytime, day 
or night. There’s no reason to 
head out on the water without 
this knowledge.”

2016 Florida boating acci-
dent statistics indicate that, 
when the level of operator ed-
ucation was known, 70 percent 
of boating deaths occurred on 
boats where the boat operator 
had never received boating ed-
ucation instruction.

FWC to offer boater education

WGMS honors essay contest winner

Special to the Times
LEFT: West Gadsden Middle School congratulates fifth-grade student, Caleb Williams, for winning first place in the annual fifth-grade essay contest opportunity 
given by the Florida Retired Educators Association. WGMS Principal Sonya Jackson stands next to Williams, who also is the recipient of a $150 cash prize for his 
winning essay entitled, “The Time of My Life,” which is a very well written account of his experience with his beloved grandmother. Williams is an all “A” student 
who also received a basketball trophy to add to his list of accomplishments. MIDDLE; Jump for dollars with accelerated readers at West Gadsden. RIGHT: Fifth-
grade student Nathaniel Gyesky makes a staggering leap for dollars after receiving the most points for the monthly reading challenge in the Accelerated Reader 
Program at West Gadsden Middle School. Uriel Carrillo also earned an opportunity to jump for dollars and stands proudly with his cash in hand.

It is time for schools 
to shine a spotlight 
on critical thinking 

skills — a large, 
stadium bright 
type of spotlight. 
Webster defines 
critical thinking 
as “exercising or 
involving care-
ful judgment or 
judicious evalu-
ation — think-
ing.” 

As the modern world 
gets increasingly more 
complex and in a sense 
more ominous, it is im-
perative for the 
well-being of our soci-
ety that its members 
are able to think clearly 
and critically when it 
comes to creating, in-
venting and prob-
lem-solving. Schools 
need to provide critical 
thinking skill training 
from pre-K on up, so 
upon graduation each 
child has the ability to 
face the challenges of 
the day. These skills 

can be applied to all 
subject matter in 
school and brought to 

bear upon deal-
ing construc-
tively with life’s 
difficulties in 
adulthood. 

There are sev-
eral components 
to critical think-
ing. One of them 
is the ability to 
separate fact 

from fiction. What is a 
fact? Again, going to 
Webster, it is “actuality 
— hinges on evidence.” 
The scientific method 
is based on theories be-
coming “facts” by pre-
senting verifiable, 
duplicable evidence of 
existence. Over time 
these “facts” are tested 
and retested, some-
times changing as new 
evidence is produced. 
Children need to ask 
questions like “Where 
did this fact come 
from? Is it verifiable? 

Critical thinking  
in the spotlight

RETHINKING EDUCATION

Teachers go to school on Saturday: from product to practice

Special to the Times
Teachers from across the district gave up one day of sleeping in and participated in a meaningful hands-on “Make and Take” professional learning session on 
Jan. 20. The event was designed to use live data to drive-small group instruction. “If we are going to close the achievement gap, we must customize and differ-
entiate instruction,” said Dr. Ida Walker, director of professional learning.  Walker orchestrated two concurrent reading sessions: one for kindergarten through 
third grade and the other for fourth through 10th grades. Dr. Sylvia Jackson, area director for secondary and vocational education; and Gadsden County Schools 
Superintendent Roger Milton showed their support as they dropped in on both sessions. Teamwork does indeed make the dream work.

You’ll find women 
on Wednesday 
mornings at the 

Wakulla County 
Sheriff ’s Office 
range in Sop-
choppy. Some of 
them are new to 
shooting. Newbie 
shooters who 
don’t own a hand-
gun but are look-
ing for one or 
who just want to try 
handguns usually ask 
for the same things.

Newbie wants a gun 
that doesn’t have much 
recoil and would prefer 
not to hear a loud bang. 
Newbie would like an 
easy trigger pull, one 
that is not too long and 
not too hard to pull. She 
wants a nice-fitting grip. 
She wants to be able to 
“rack the slide” without 
extraordinary effort. 
She wants to be able to 
put rounds in the maga-
zine without hurting her 
fingers.

So, three, um, mature 
women decided to shoot 
.380-caliber handguns. 

Lynn, Jere and 
Martha had all 
shot before, but 
just a few times. 
Armed with 
“eyes” and 
“ears,” we 
trooped outdoors 
this past fine Sat-
urday morning.

The three handguns 
we tried out were the 
Sig Sauer P238, the 
Browning Black Label 
.380, and the Smith & 
Wesson Shield .380 EZ.

We start with the Sig. 
This is the smallest gun: 
an all-metal micro com-
pact weighing 15.2 
ounces. It has an overall 
length of 5.5 inches.

All three women 
agreed that the length of 
the trigger pull was not 
very difficult. On a 1 to 5 
scale, with 1 being the 
easiest and 5 the most 
difficult, all women gave 

it a 2.
Strangely, all women 

assigned the difficulty of 
the trigger pull differ-
ently. It rated a 1, a 2, 
and a 3. None said it was 
a hard pull, but percep-
tion was certainly not 
the same. It is rated 
with a 7.5- to 8.5-pound 
trigger pull, which I per-
sonally think is overstat-
ing the difficulty, but we 
all don’t have to agree, 
and perhaps this partic-
ular gun has an easier 
pull than its relatives.

Two of the women 
thought the kick was 
hard. They gave it a 4 
while the third woman 
gave it a 3. Since this 
was the first gun we 
tried, some of this per-
ception might have been 
due to the newness of 

the situation. However, 
that’s what they re-
ported.

Also different were 
their experiences rack-
ing the slide. One said it 
was easy, and the other 
two said it was fairly 
easy. All three thought 
pushing the rounds into 
the magazine was very 
easy.

We shot the Browning 
.380 next. At an overall 
length of 7.45 inches, it 
is bigger than the Sig, 
but is still not a full-
sized handgun. It weighs 
a couple ounces more 
than the Sig at 17.4 
ounces. This one holds 
eight rounds in its maga-
zine. 

All three women 
thought the trigger pull 

Three women,  
three .380s

HOME ON THE RANGE

Special to the Times
The Smith & Wesson Shield .390 EZ.

Marj Law

See RANGE/Page 7

Bill  
Hoatson

See HOATSON/Page 7



length was fairly easy. 
The difficulty of the pull 
itself seemed not quite 
so light, even though my 
reading showed a 
4-pound trigger pull as 
opposed to the 7.5 of the 
Sig, so you’d think it 
would be easier.

One of the women 
rated this Browning 
with a hard kick. Out of 
a possible score of 5, she 
gave it a 5. The other 
women rated the kick as 
a 1 and a 3, so they 
thought it was easier.

None of them had 
much difficulty with 
racking the slide. How-
ever, they all agreed that 
they could perform this 
task better with a little 
practice.

The last .380 we tried 
out was the Shield .380 
EZ. This Shield weighs 
in at 18.5 ounces — the 
heaviest of the three 
guns, but not much 
heavier than the Brown-
ing. It has an overall 
length of 6.7 inches. 
Like the Browning .380, 
it holds eight rounds. It 
is reported to have just 
under a 6-pound trigger 
pull. 

EZ is supposed to 
stand for “easy.”

It is supposed to be 
easy to rack, easy to 
load, easy to pull the 
trigger and easy to take 
apart to clean.

Well, the ladies didn’t 
agree to all of that.

They thought the trig-
ger pull length was a 3 
out of the longest 5. So, 
it was kind of middle of 
the road in their minds 
for how long the trigger 
traveled.

They also did not 
agree on the hardness of 
the trigger pull. Not 
thinking it was easy 
after all, one woman 
gave it a 3, another a 3.5 
and the other a 2. Since 
giving it a 1 out of a 
scale of 5 would be the 
easiest pull, their think-
ing did not quite agree 
with the advertising.

One woman liked the 
grip a lot and gave it the 
best rating. Another 
gave it the worst rating, 
while the third woman 
placed it in the middle. 
The grip on this Shield 
is kind of wide and 
square. Smaller hands 
might not like it.

Everyone gave this 
gun the best score for 
easy racking of the slide, 
and everyone agreed 
that this gun is, by far, 

the easiest to load. In-
stead of pushing rounds 
down against the maga-
zine spring, you load 
this one like you would 
a .22 using the EZ load 
button. You pull the 
spring of the magazine 
down with one thumb, 
and with the other hand, 
you just drop in the 
rounds. Very nice. Very 
easy indeed.

So, which .380 is the 
best for you? It all de-
pends on you, your abili-
ties and your needs.

Lynn likes the Sig 
Sauer .380 best because 
it is the most comfort-
able in her small hand. 
She thinks it would fit 
easily into a “carry” 
purse. And she was able 
to hit the target, which 
is always exciting.

Martha likes the 
Browning .380. She finds 
the grip just right as it is 
longer than the Sig’s. 
Getting a couple rounds 
in the target didn’t hurt, 
either.

Martha also liked the 
Shield .380 up to a point. 
This particular gun had 
not been “sighted in” 
which is not a defect of 
the gun; it was new and 
this had not yet been ac-
complished. The gun 
was shooting to the left. 
Once I mentioned this, 
Martha compensated by 
sighting slightly to the 
right, and she hit the 
target right away. How-
ever, she was uncomfort-
able with the loudness 
of the gun’s report, and 
anticipating the noise 

made her nervous.
Jere had not planned 

to shoot this day. How-
ever, we asked her, and 
she gamely agreed. She 
hasn’t shot much, but 
she sure whacked the 
target and was de-
lighted.

Again, which gun is 
best for you?

Consider these expe-
riences, and then find a 
way to shoot the hand-
gun(s) you think you 
would prefer.

Personally, I like the 
Sig for a carry gun. My 
purse is heavy enough 
and I want a light, small 
and slim gun for carry.

For a slightly larger 
gun, but with a thin and 
longer grip, I like that 
Browning. A longer grip 
generally means you get 
better control. And the 
Black Label .380 with 
the gold logo is very at-
tractive.

For a slightly larger 
handgun, I sure do like 
that Shield EZ. Love the 
very easy loading and 
taking apart. Since this 
gun is supposed to have 
these easy features, I 
thought it might have 
been designed with 
newbies or women in 
mind. However, the grip 
is big, almost clunky, 
and fits a larger hand. 
This might throw off 
some women.

Anyway, if asked 
which .380 I’d like to 
own, I’d say: “Every one 
of them.”

Too bad that’s not in 
the budget.
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 PUMP REPAIR                                       TRENCHING TRENCHING

 5355 TOWER ROAD
 TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32303

 (850) 562-2906
 IRRIGATION                 WATER TEST & FILTRATION IRRIGATION

 000T7GO

 Silver • China • Crystal
 Watch, Clock and Jewelry Repair
 21 E. Jefferson Street • Quincy, Florida 32351

 (850) 627-6418
 Store Hours: Monday-Friday 9 am-6pm

 www.padgetts.biz 000T7GH

 W&L Tire & Wheel Co.

 ALIGNMENT & BRAKE SERVICE
 24 HOUR ROAD SERVICE

 New, Used, Recapped Tires
 Heavy Duty Trucks Tires • Industrial Tires

 Farm Tires • Lawnmower Tires • Custom Wheels

 John Ledbetter, Manager

 820 W. Jefferson St. • Quincy,  FL 32351

 (850) 627-8830

 000TACN

 areed4446@yahoo.com

 2076 Aspalaga Rd.
 Quincy, FL

 Free Estimate

 Spring, Summer, Winter and Fall
 We do it all

 • Leaf Removal
 • Debris & Stump Removal
 • Licensed & Insured

 Senior/Church/Veterans
 Discounts

 000TAEV

 Jones Carpet Cleaning
 �   Upholstery Cleaning
 �   Floor Waxing
 �   Carpet Stretching Repair

 �   Tile & Grout Cleaning
 �   Auto Interiors
 �   Pet Stain & Odor Removal

 �   24 Hour Water Extraction

 COMMERCIAL   �  RESIDENTIAL

 (850) 656-1829

 Servicing
 The Big Bend 

 Since 1989

 00
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 •  Cheeseburger, FF, Drink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.00
 •  Hamburger Steak, One Side, Drink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.00
 •  Child’s Fish, Shrimp, or Oysters, One Side, Drink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.00
 •  6-Piece Wings, FF, Roll, Drink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.50

 LUNCH SPECIALS   THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY 11-3

 Thurs.-Sat. 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
 6768 FL GA Hwy • Havana

 Eat-In or Take-Out • Menus Available Eat-In or Take-Out • Menus Available

 SEAFOOD & GRILL SEAFOOD & GRILL

 850-539-1222

 00
0T
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X

 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day

 Saturday - March 24, 2018
 9am - 12 noon

 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day

 Saturday - March 24, 2018 Saturday - March 24, 2018
 9am - 12 noon 9am - 12 noon

 Gadsden County Public Works Department
 1284 High Bridge Road  ~  Quincy

 Dispose of your Household Hazardous Waste

 Little Friends Pet Lodge, LLC
 Boarding and Grooming

 00
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1R
Q

 (850) 627-8338  43 N. Cleveland St. 
 Quincy, FL 32351

 Angela Geary, Owner/Groomer
 Tracey Raker, Groomer

DA
P F

ILL
ER

_3X
4CL

D

Our
Dial-A-Pro 

section 
offers retail 
advertising 

at the
lowest cost 
in Gadsden 

County...

2 columns (width) x
2 inches (depth)
$11 a week

(4 or 8 week commitments)

4 column (width) x
2 inches (deep)

$16 per week
(4 or 8 week commitments)DAP ads also run online

Your Business Ad!

Call 850-627-7649Place your ad now!
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conditions at the meeting that her cli-
ents want Hoover to meet. That in-
cludes a permanent buffer that would 
prohibit the company from developing 
the property beyond the footprint of 
the current site plan for the plant. In 
response to an email inquiry from the 
Times, she said that item is the one 
most important to her clients and 
Hoover has not committed to a perma-
nent buffer.

The proposed plant site occupies 8 
acres of the parcel Hoover purchased 
from Coastal for the facility. The entire 
parcel is zoned for industrial use.

Dee Ann Miller of FDEP responded 
to a Times email inquiry on other per-
mitting required. She said Hoover had 
submitted an application Feb. 13 for a 
stormwater permit exemption for a 
stormwater management system and 
culvert stream crossings.

It did not qualify for an exemption, 
so FDEP had asked for additional in-
formation and asked them to submit a 
stormwater permit application.

“When reviewing an application, the 
Department ensures the proposed 
project meets all requirements of the 
state’s environmental laws and regula-
tions. In the case of this specific per-
mit, the stormwater rule contains the 
requirements and criteria for stormwa-
ter management and treatment, and is 
designed to minimize impacts to our 
natural systems,” she wrote.

According to Miller, it should be 
noted that the proposed project may 
require other authorizations from 
FDEP, such as a wastewater permit and 
air permit and other local and/or fed-
eral authorizations may be required.

“All required authorizations must be 
secured before the project can move 
forward.”

The proposed project will be pre-
sented April 3 to the Gadsden County 
Commission with the planning and zon-
ing commission’s recommendation.

RANGE
Continued from Page 6

Is this source legitimate? 
How many sources agree 
with this? Can I cross-ref-
erence this? What can be 
said about the disagree-
ments that may arise? 
Why aren’t they right?” At 
the end of the day, when 
looked at critically, a stu-
dent can have some solid 
“facts” on which to base 
opinions and actions.

Speaking of opinions, 
the second component is 
to be able to separate 
them from facts. Hope-
fully, one’s opinions are 
based on facts, but that is 
obviously not necessarily 
so and children need to 
learn the difference be-
tween the two. Opinions 
are perfectly fine, are in 
fact what makes each one 
of us unique, but are 
often a blend of our own 
view of facts mixed in 
with our emotional re-
sponses to them. To take 
it even further, emotional 
responses are exactly 
what a lot of opinions are 
aimed at, and if a person 

is responding emotion-
ally to something, the 
opinion maker has just 
bypassed the need for 
“facts.”

Beyond facts and opin-
ions is propaganda. Chil-
dren need to learn how to 
recognize it as a whole 
separate realm of “infor-
mation.” It goes beyond 
analyzing what is being 
said into the realm of 
why it is being said. It is 
important to be under-
stood that there are many 
people out there who ar-
en’t as concerned about 
facts as they are about 
shaping your opinion 
about something. Shap-
ing another’s opinion 
goes way beyond just 
shoddy salesmen, but 
into the realm of econom-
ics, politics, science, reli-
gion — you name it 
— and behind it all is the 
fight over really big 
money and power. 

People are bombarded 
daily by a myriad of 
media outlets as well as 
print. This is getting to be 
overwhelming, and in a 
very real way, dangerous. 
In pre-electronic times, 
information was more 

easily verifiable when it 
was just print media. It 
was static and permanent 
and much easier to mull 
over, debate and come to 
a conclusion. With the ad-
vent of electronic media, 
everything changed. 
Whole media empires 
are built on shaping opin-
ions through mass media, 
because audio and visual 
images are a lot harder to 
critically analyze, espe-
cially if they are pouring 
out in a continuous 
stream. 

Children need to be 
taught how to verify facts, 
how to go to different 
sources for information, 
and how to analyze the 
legitimacy of those 
sources. They have got to 
be given the tools to think 
for themselves and form 
their own opinions based 
on facts. An intelligent 
and informed citizenry is 
the rock-bed of any de-
mocracy, and is exactly 
what Thomas Jefferson 
had in mind when pro-
moting public schools. 

Contact Bill Hoatson at 
billhoatson@yahoo.com  
or visit www.child 
achievement.com.

HOATSON
Continued from Page A1

HURDLE
Continued from Page 1

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Fishing Report

This week, fishing has 
been OK, but it could have 
been better. The crappie are 
still bedding, and I would 
look for them in the lily 
pads. I would use minnows 
and you can cast small crap-
pie gigs for them. 

The bream are starting to 
bed. We fished a bass tour-
nament this weekend and 
saw several beds. Look in 
Lakeview Point Cove and 
Hammock Creek. The bass 
are also bedding. Look for 

them in the back of the 
creeks. Some were seen in 
the Harvey Mill Creek. Look 
for them also in the out-of-
the-way places. You can also 
spot them in the back of the 
coves.

In two weeks, the T.B.A. 
Tournament will be on Lake 
Talquin. We have heard that 
this may be the last one here 
on the lake. It has been held 
here for 40 years. We are not 
going to let it end. Some in 
our fishing club said we will 
take it over and run it. 

Well anyway, make sure 

you wear your life jackets 
and be safe on the water. 

— Buddy Hosey

Library scholarship
The Friends of the Gads-

den County Public Library 
is proud to sponsor its inau-
gural Julia Munroe Wood-
ward Essay Contest. The 
winner will receive a $1,000 
scholarship to the college/
university, community col-
lege, technical school, or po-
lice academy of his/her 
choice. 

Deadline is April 2.



Gadsden County times
Page a8, Thursday, March 22, 2018



Thursday, March 22, 2018, Page a9
Gadsden County times

COMMUNITY EVENTS
ARIES (March 21 to April 

19): With your practical side dom-
inant this week, it’s a good time to 
reassess your finances to see what 
expenses you can cut. Aspects also 
favor mending fraying relation-
ships.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20): Your Bovine-inspired deter-
mination to follow matters 
through from beginning to end 
pays off in a big way. Enjoy a well-
earned weekend of fun with a spe-
cial someone.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20): Aspects favor re-establishing 
business relationships you might 

have neglected. A family mem-
ber’s request needs to be given 
more thought before you make a 
decision.

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22): While you might appreciate 
the avalanche of advice coming 
from others, keep in mind that 
the intuitive Moon Child is best 
served by listening to her or his 
own inner voice.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22): The 
Lion’s social life whirls at centrif-
ugal speed this week as you go 
from function to function. Things 
slow by week’s end, giving you a 
chance to catch up on your chores.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22): 
Don’t let your stand on an issue 
cause a rift with a colleague. In-
sist on both of you taking time to 
reassess your positions while 
there’s still room for compromise.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22): 
An opportunity you’d been hoping 
for finally opens up. But read the 
fine print before you make a com-
mitment, especially where a time 
factor might be involved.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 
21): Your need to know what’s 
going on behind the scenes leads 
you to make some bold moves. Be 
prepared with a full explanation 

of your actions if necessary.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to 

Dec. 21): A lot of details need 
tending to during the early part of 
the week. The pressure eases 
midweek, allowing you to get back 
to your major undertaking.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
Jan. 19): A friend asks you to act 
on their behalf in a dispute. Be 
careful. You might not have all 
the facts you need in order to 
make a fair assessment of the sit-
uation.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 
18): A new development might re-
quire you to cancel some of your 

plans. But you adapt easily, and 
by week’s end, you could receive 
welcome “cheering-up” news.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 
20): Your recent workplace accom-
plishments boost your self-confi-
dence just as you’re about to 
consider a potentially rewarding, 
although possibly risky, career 
move.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your love 
of the arts is equaled only by your 
strong sense of justice. People can 
depend on you to always try to do 
what’s right.

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., 
Inc.
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4032-0322    GCT
Notice is hereby given:

Bobby Baker, Jr.  75 North Avenue  Gretna, FL 32332
Rashard McMillian  89 Bay Street  Chattahoochee, FL 32324

Quinton Strong  510 E. 10th Avenue  Havana, FL 32333
You are hereby notified that your eligibility to vote is in question. You are required to 
contact the Supervisor of Elections, in Quincy, Florida, no later than thirty (30) days 
after the date of this publishing. Failure to respond will result in a determination of in-
eligibility by the Supervisor and your name will be removed from the statewide voter 
registration system.

Shirley Green Knight, Gadsden County Supervisor of Elections
16 S. Madison Street  Quincy, Florida 32351  850-627-9910

Published March 22, 2018.

4029-0322    GCT
Williams, Patrika     17000743CAA     Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR GADSDEN COUNTY, FLORIDA    GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO. 17000743CAA

U.S. BANK NA, SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO BANK OF AMERICA, NA, SUCCESSOR IN INTER-
EST TO LASALLE BANK NA, ON BEHALF OF THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF BEAR STEARNS 
ASSET BACKED SECURITIES I TRUST 2006-PCI, ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2006-PCI,

Plaintiff,
vs.
PATRIKA WILLIAMS; FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION; UNKNOWN TENANT 
NO. 1; UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 2; and ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING INTERESTS BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST A NAMED DEFENDANT TO THIS ACTION, OR HAVING 
OR CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY HEREIN DE-
SCRIBED,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Order or Summary Final Judgment of fore-
closure dated March 5, 2018, and entered in Case No. 17000743CAA of the Circuit 
Court in and for Gadsden County, Florida, wherein U.S. BANK NA, SUCCESSOR TRUS-
TEE TO BANK OF AMERICA, NA, SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO LASALLE BANK NA, ON BE-
HALF OF THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF BEAR STEARNS ASSET BACKED SECURITIES I TRUST 
2006-PCI, ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-PCI is Plaintiff and PATRIKA WIL-
LIAMS; FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION; UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 1; UN-
KNOWN TENANT NO. 2; and ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING INTERESTS BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST A NAMED DEFENDANT TO THIS ACTION, OR HAVING 
OR CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY HEREIN DE-
SCRIBED, are Defendants, I will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash at the 
South Front Door of the Gadsden County Courthouse, 10 E. Jefferson Street, Quincy, 
Florida 32351, 11:00 a.m., on April 19, 2018, the following described property as set 
forth in said Order or Final Judgment, to-wit:

THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LAND, SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN GADSDEN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, TO-WIT:

A PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE EAST ONE HALF OF THE NORTHWEST ONE  
QUARTER OF SECTION 35, TOWNSHIP 3 NORTH, RANGE 2 WEST, GADSDEN COUNTY,  

4034-0329     GCT
Tribue III,  John Emmitt    18000047CAA    Notice of Action

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
GADSDEN COUNTY,   GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO. 18000047CAA

THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON, AS TRUSTEE FOR CIT MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 
2007-1,

Plaintiff,
vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE 
OF JOHN EMMITT TRIBUE lll AKA JOHN TRIBUE, DECEASED, et. al.

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION - CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF 
JOHN EMMITTTRIBUE Ill AKA JOHN TRIBUE, DECEASED.
whose residence is unknown if he/she/they be living; and if he/she/they be dead, 
the unknown defendants who may be spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees, assignees, 
lienors, creditors, trustees, and all parties claiming an interest by, through, under or 
against the Defendants, who are not known to be dead or alive, and all parties hav-
ing or claiming to have any right. title or interest in the property described in the 
mortgage being foreclosed herein.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on the following 
property:

COMMENCE AT A CONCRETE MONUMENT (FOUND) WHICH IS AN OFF-SET LOCATED 
35.00 FEET SOUTH OF THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP I NORTH, 
RANGE 4 WEST, GADSDEN COUNTY, FLORIDA AND RUN; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 13 
MINUTES 31 SECONDS EAST 483.40 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT (FOUND) ON THE 
NORTHEASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY OF COUNTY ROAD NO. 65-C, THENCE 
SOUTH 61 DEGREES 52 MINUTES 30 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID NORTHEASTERLY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY A DISTANCE OF 1167.14 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT 
(FOUND); THENCE SOUTH 28 DEGREES 07 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST 100.00 FEET TO A 
CONCRETE MONUMENT (FOUND) ON THE SOUTHWESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY 
OF SAID COUNTY ROAD NO. 65-C, ALSO SAID POINT BEING A POINT OF CURVE TO THE 
RIGHT, THENCE ALONG SAID CURVE WITH A RADIUS OF 1864.90 FEET THROUGH A CEN-
TRAL ANGLE OF 13 DEGREES 31 MINUTES 47 SECONDS FOR AN ARC DISTANCE OF 
440.37 FEET (THE CHORD OF SAID ARC BEING SOUTH 55 DEGREES 06 MINUTES 37 SEC-
ONDS EAST 439.35 FEET) TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT (SET)ON THE EASTERLY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY OF A PROPOSED 60 FOOT ROADWAY FOR THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING. FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING THENCE CONTINUE ALONG SAID 
RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY AND SAID CURVE WITH A RADIUS OF 1864.90 FEET 
THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 11 DEGREES 43 MINUTES 47 SECONDS FOR AN ARC 
DISTANCE OF 381.79 FEET (THE C HORD OF SAID ARC BEING SOUTH 42 DEGREES 28 
MINUTES 49 SECONDS EAST 381.12 FEET) TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT (SET); THENCE 
SOUTH 20 DEGREES 41 MINUTES 21 SECONDS WEST 146.95 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONU-
MENT (SET), THENCE SOUTH 02 DEGREES 43 MINUTES 57 SECONDS WEST 107.70 FEET A 
CONCRETE MONUMENT (SET); THENCE NORTH 78 DEGREES 38 MINUTES 55 SECONDS 
WEST 298.65 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT (SET) ON SAID EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY 
BOUNDARY; THENCE NORTH 02 DEGREES 53 MINUTES 44 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID 
EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY A DISTANCE OF 200.00 FEET TO A CONCRETE 
MONUMENT {SET); THENCE CONTINUE ALONG SAID EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUND-
ARY NORTH 17 DEGREES 06 MINUTES 32 SECONDS EAST 280.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEG INNING.

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on counsel for Plaintiff, whose address is 6409 Congress Avenue, 
Suite 100, Boca Raton, Florida 33487 on or before April 23, 2018/(30 days from Date 
of First Publication of this Notice) and file the original with the clerk of this court either 
before service on Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default 
will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition filed 
herein.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court at Gadsden County, Florida, this 13 day 
of March, 2016.

Nicholas Thomas, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
(COURT SEAL)

By: Pam K. Carter, DEPUTY CLERK

Published March 22 & 29, 2018.                                     17-116212

4035-0329   GCT
Robinson, Margie R.     17000209CAA     Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT  COURT  OF THE  SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR GADSDEN COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 17000209CAA

MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
Plaintiff,

v.
MARGIE R. ROBINSON A/K/A MARGIE ROBINSON; MARGIE ROBINSON; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF MARGIE R. ROBINSON A/K/A MARGIE ROBINSON; UNKNOWN TENANT 1; 
UNKNOWN TENANT 2; THE INDEPENDENT SAVINGS PLAN COMPANY D/B/AISPC; WELLS 
FARGO BANK, N.A., SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL BANK

Defendants.
NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure en-
tered on February 26,2018, in this cause, in the Circuit Court of Gadsden County, 
Florida, the clerk shall sell the property situated in Gadsden County, Florida, de-
scribed as:

THE WEST TEN (10) FEET OF LOT TEN (10) AND THE EAST NINETY (90) FEET OF LOT ELEVEN 
(11), BLOCK “D”, BUENA VISTA HEIGHTS, A PLAT OF WHICH IS RECORDED IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF GADSDEN COUNTY, FLORIDA, BEING APART 
OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW 1/4) OF SECTION SEVEN (7), TOWNSHIP TWO (2) 
NORTH, RANGE THREE (3) WEST, SITUATE AND BEING IN THE CITY OF QUINCY, COUNTY 
OF GADSDEN AND STATE OF FLORIDA.

at public sale to the highest and best bidder, for cash, in the courthouse square, on 
the South side, facing US HWY 90, at the Gadsden County Courthouse located at 10 
East Jefferson Street, Quincy, FL 32351, on April 19, 2018 beginning at 11:00 A.M.

If you are a person claiming a right to funds remaining after the sale, you must file 
a claim with the clerk no later than 60 days after the sale. If you fail to file a claim 
you will not be entitled to any remaining funds.

Dated this 27 day of February, 2018.
Nicholas Thomas, Clerk of the Circuit Court

(Court Seal)
By: Pam K. Carter, Deputy Clerk

eXL LEGAL, 12425 28th Street North, Suite 200, St. Petersburg, FL 33716
PHONE 727- 536-4911   FAX 727- 539-1094

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please contact: ADA Coordinator, 301 South Monroe Street, Tallahas-
see, FL 32301; 850.606.4401, at least 7 days before your scheduled court appear-
ance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before the sched-
uled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

Published March 22 & 29, 2018.                             888170321

4036-0329    GCT
Morris, Betty Anne    202016CA000222XXXXXX     Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR GADSDEN COUNTY, FLORIDA    GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO. 202016CA000222XXXXXX

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, IN TRUST FOR REGISTERED HOLDERS 
OF CHASE FUNDING MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-2,

Plaintiff,
vs.
BETTY ANNE MORRIS; UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 1; UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 2; and ALL 
UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING INTERESTS BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST A NAMED 
DEFENDANT TO THIS ACTION, OR HAVING OR CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR 
INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Order or Summary Final Judgment of fore-
closure dated March 8, 2018, and entered in Case No. 202016CA000222XXXXXX o f 
the Circuit Court in and for Gadsden County, Florida, wherein U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, IN TRUST FOR REGISTERED HOLDERS OF CHASE FUNDING 
MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-2 is Plaintiff and BETTY 
ANNE MORRIS; UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 1; UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 2; and ALL UN-
KNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING INTERESTS BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST A NAMED 
DEFENDANT TO THIS ACTION, OR HAVING OR CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR 
INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED, are Defendants, I will sell to the highest 
and best bidder for cash at the South Front Door of the Gadsden County Court-
house, 10 E. Jefferson Street, Quincy, Florida 32351, 11:00 a.m., on April 19, 2018, the 
following described property as set forth in said Order or Final Judgment, to-wit:

BEGIN AT A POINT 49.03 FEET NORTH AND 1478.56 FEET WEST OF THE NORTHEAST COR-
NER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 2, TOWN-
SHIP 2 NORTH, RANGE 3 WEST GADSDEN COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND THENC RUN NORTH 88 
DEGREES 20 MINUTES WEST 330.14 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 1391.0 FEET TO A FENCE; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 51 MINUTES EAST 330 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH 
1382.23 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. SAID TRACT OF LAND CONTAINING 10.5 
ACRES MORE OR LESS..

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER 
THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact the Clerk of 
the Court not later than five business days prior to the proceeding at the Gadsden 
County Courthouse. Telephone 850-875-8601 or 1-800-955-8770 via Florida Relay 
Service.

DATED at Quincy, Florida, on March 8, 2018.
NICHOLAS THOMAS  As Clerk, Circuit Court

(COURT SEAL)
By:  Pam K. Carter, As Deputy Clerk

Published March 22 & 29, 2018.                        1162-155289

FLORIDA, BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS AS  FOL-
LOWS: COMMENCE AT AN IRON PIPE (R.L.S#3031) MARKING THE NORTHWEST CORNER 
(MOST NORTHERN CORNER) OF LANDS AS DESCRIBED IN OFFICIAL RECORD BOOK 372, 
PAGE 1129, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF SAID COUNTY, AND RUN; THENCE EAST 
ALONG THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF SAID LAND A DISTANCE OF 373.00 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING THENCE CONTINUE EAST 
100.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 02 DEGREES 10 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST 238.71 FEET TO 
A POINT WITHIN THE MAINTAINED RIGHT OF WAY LIMITS OF EAST 11TH AVENUE; THENCE 
NORTH 85 DEGREES 20 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST 100.02 FEET; THENCE NORTH 02 DE-
GREES 10 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST 230.56 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. CON-
TAINING 0.54 ACRE, MORE OR LESS. A PORTION OF THE SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE 
ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL OF LAND BEING SUBJECT TO THE MAINTAINED RIGHT OF 
WAY LIMITS OF EAST 11TH AVENUE.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER 
THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact the Clerk of 
the Court not later than five business days prior to the proceeding at the Gadsden 
County Courthouse. Telephone 850-875-8601 or 1-800-955-8770 via Florida Relay 
Service.

DATED at Quincy, Florida, on March 6, 2018.
NICHOLAS THOMAS  As Clerk, Circuit Court

(COURT SEAL)
By:  Pam K. Carter, As Deputy Clerk

Published March 15 & 22, 2018.                        1162-165671

4030-0322     GCT
Bell, Durward E.     2018 CP 75     Notice to Creditors-(Summ.Admin)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR GADSDEN COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE  DIVISION
File No. 2018 CP 75    Division  Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF
DURWARD E. BELL

Deceased,
NOTICE TO CREDITORS   (Summary Administration)

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE ABOVE ESTATE:
You are hereby notified that an Order of Summary Administration has been en-

tered in the estate of Durward E. Bell, deceased, File Number 2018 CP 75, by the Cir-
cuit Court for Gadsden County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is P.O. 
Box 1649, Quincy, Florida 32351; that the decedent’s date of death was January 9, 
2018; that the total value of the estate is $1000.00 and that the names and ad-
dresses of those to whom it has been assigned by such order are:
Name                    Address
Carol E. Bell 208 Concord-Bainbridge Road  Havana, Florida 32333
Calvin E. Bell        222 Concord-Bainbridge Road  Havana, Florida 32333
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the estate of the decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against the estate of the decedent other than those for whom provision for full pay-
ment was made in the Order of Summary Administration must file their claims with 
this court WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702. 
ALL CLAIMS AND DEMANDS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED. NOTWITHSTAND-
ING ANY OTHER APPLICABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this Notice is March 15, 2018.
Persons Giving Notice:

Carol E. Bell
209 Concord-Bainbridge Road  Havana, Florida 32333

Calvin E. Bell
222 Concord-Bainbridge Road  Havana, Florida 32333

Attorney for Persons Giving Notice
Kathryn A. Hathaway, Attorney Florida Bar Number: 622125
Hathaway Sprague Law, P.A.  P.O Box 3005, Tallahassee, Florida 32315
Telephone: (850) 425-4700  Fax: (850) 425-4704  E-Mail: Notices@HathawayLaw.Net
Secondary E-Mail: Kathryn@hathawaylaw.net

Published March 15 & 22, 2018.

4031-0412     GCT
Jackson and Dickey     18000197 DRA     Notice of Action for Divorce

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR GADSDEN COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 18000197 DRA    Division:
Tanya Jackson,

Petitioner,
and
Desmond Dickey,

Respondent.
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DIVORCE

TO:      Desmond Dickey
(Last Known Address): Unknown

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Divorce has been filed against you and that 
you are required to serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it on Tanya Jack-
son, whose address is 259 Fulton Shaw Road, Quincy, FL 32352 on or before April 19, 
2018, and file the original with the clerk of this Court at 10 E. Jefferson St., Quincy, FL 
32351 before service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a 
default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the petition.

The action is asking the court to decide how the following real or personal property 
should be divided: NONE

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are available at the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review these documents upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your current ad-
dress. (You may file Notice of Current Mailing and E-Mail Address, Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be mailed 
or e-mailed to the addresses on record at the clerk’s office.

** WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain au-
tomatic disclosure of documents and information. Failure to comply can result in 
sanctions, including dismissal or striking of pleadings.

Dated: March 7, 2018
NICHOLAS THOMAS,  CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

(COURT SEAL)
By: Cynthia R. Daniels, Deputy Clerk

Published March 22, 29, April 5 & 12, 2018.

4033-0412     GCT
Felicia and Gerald Overton     18000163DRA  Dissolution of Marriage

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR GADSDEN COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 18000163DRA    Division: Family

Felicia Overton,
Petitioner,

and

Gerald L. Overton,
Respondent.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
(NO CHILD OR FINANCIAL SUPPORT)

TO:    Gerald L. Overton
(Last Known Address): 2010 Pasco St., Tallahassee, FL 32310

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for dissolution of marriage has been filed against 
you and that you are required to serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it 
on Felicia Overton, whose address is 344 Holt Lane, Quincy, FL 32351, on or before 
April 23, 2018 and file the original with the clerk of this Court at 10 East Jefferson St., 
Quincy, FL 32351 before service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter. If you fail to 
do so, a default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the petition.

The action is asking the court to decide how the following real or personal property 
should be divided: NONE

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are available at the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review these documents upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your current ad-
dress. (You may file Notice of Current Mailing and E-Mail Address, Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be mailed 
or e-mailed to the addresses on record at the clerk’s office.

** WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain 
automatic disclosure of documents and information. Failure to comply can result in 
sanctions, including dismissal or striking of pleadings.

Dated: March 6, 2018.
NICHOLAS THOMAS, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

(COURT SEAL)
By: Charlotte Willeby, Deputy Clerk

Published March 22, 29, April 5 & 12, 2018.

Tell that special 
person

Happy Birthday 
with a

classified ad
under

Happy Notes.

Only $23.50
includes a photo

Call our
Classified Dept. 

for details
877-676-1403

Gadsden County 
Board of County 
Commissioners
Animal Control 

Officer
Position #0317
Neighborhood

Services
Salary $11.19 to 

$16.79 Hourly
Position Closes:

April 2, 2018
To obtain additional 

information about this 
position visit our 

website at 
www.gadsdengov

.net . EEO/AA.

Gadsden County 
Board of County 
Commissioners
Conservation 

Technician

Position #0322
Extension Services De-

partment
Salary $10.66 to 

$15.99 Hourly
Position Closes:

April 2, 2018
To obtain additional 

information about this 
position visit our 

website at 
www.gadsdengov

.net . EEO/AA.

Gadsden County 
Board of County
Commissioners

Reference
Librarian

Position #0092
Bill McGill Public
Library - Quincy
Salary $15.75 to 

$24.41 Hourly
Position Closes:

April 2, 2018
To obtain additional 

information about this 
position visit our 

website at 
www.gadsdengov.

net . EEO/AA.

www.gadcotimes.com

Classifieds

Need a job
or a 

qualified
employee?

This area’s
#1

employment
source!

Your world first
^

employment

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill. Cut lumber 

any
dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE 

Info/DVD: 
www.Norwood
Sawmills.com

1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

QUINCY
Newly remodeled

office space
$490/month 

850-933-1903

Newly remodeled  
3br/3ba home in good 
area in Quincy. Owner 

financing available.
850-933-1903

www.gadcotimes.com

Classifieds

Need a job
or a 

qualified
employee?

This area’s
#1

employment
source!

Your world first
^

employment

JAMILLIA COLSON
For the times    

One of the world’s rarest 
and oldest known trees can 
be found in Gadsden and Lib-
erty counties, and it’s on the 
brink of extinction. 

The Florida Torreya is the 
most endangered tree in 
North America. National sci-
entists and local conserva-
tionists gathered recently in 
Liberty County for the Tor-
reya Tree of Life event in 
hopes to find a solution to 
what’s ailing this native tree, 
which is a critical part of the 
Florida ecosystem.   

Scientists estimated that in 
the 1930s there were half a 
million Torreya trees in the 
wild, but in 2008, University 
of Florida’s Jason Smith 
began studying the tree, and 
found there were fewer than 
1,000 remaining. Smith’s re-
search showed that dying 

trees were infected with a 
fungus that stops seed pro-
duction and ultimately kills 
the plant. 

The Torreya Tree of Life 
took place March 1 and 
March 2 at the UF/IFAS 
North Florida Research and 
Education Center in Quincy, 
and at the Gregory House at 
the Torreya State Park in 
Bristol.

“A main goal of the event is 
to gather the best minds in 
one place and hammer out a 
plan of action that can bring 
the Torreya back from the 
brink,” said Smith, an associ-
ate professor of forest re-
sources and conservation in 
the UF Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences. 

The two-day event included 
representatives from UF/
IFAS, the UF Biodiversity In-
stitute, the Atlanta Botanical 
Garden, The Morton Arbore-
tum, The American Chestnut 

Foundation and the U.S. For-
est Service, as well as Ed-
ward O. Wilson, one of the 
world’s leading evolutionary 
biologists. Wilson, who was 
the event’s keynote speaker, 
first noted the Torreya’s de-
cline in the 1950s.

Local legend has claimed 
the Torreya tree has a Bibli-
cal origin and was the key 
component to building Noah’s 
Ark and only grows in this 
area.

Torreya was the Biblical 
“gopher wood” from which 
Noah built the ark, according 
to Patsy Saint, a Liberty 
County resident and nature 
enthusiast.   

The Florida Torreya is a 
part of a disjunct population 
of trees that migrated to Flor-
ida and now only grows in 
this area, said Leigh Brooks 
with Friends of Torreya State 
Park.

“This is the only place that 

the (Torreya) can survive in 
the wild, and a fungal blight 
has come to wipe out the 
tree,” Brooks said. “The trees 
are not able to survive this 

blight. The rate of decline in 
the tree is increasing so 
there’s this meeting of scien-
tist to figure out what can we 
do to save this species.”

Extinction threatens rare tree in Gadsden, Liberty counties

JAMILLIA COLSON/For the Times
Leigh Brooks with the Friends of Torreya State Park In Liberty 
County is dedicated to reviving the Florida Torreya. In this photo, 
she is standing next to trees at Torreya State Park.



Thursday, March 22, 2018, Page a11
Gadsden County times



Gadsden County times
Page a12, Thursday, March 22, 2018

 000TAII 000TAII 000TAII

CHERI HARRIS
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With no state funding avail-
able this year to continue ren-
ovation of the R.D. Edwards 
building, when Quincy’s Com-
munity Redevelopment 
Agency board met March 13, 
the discussion turned toward 
other possible solutions to 
completing the project.

Once renovation is com-
plete, plans call for the for-
mer Quincy Police 

Department building to house 
QPD again.

Quincy Commissioner Der-
rick Elias asked what the con-
tingency plan would be to 
complete the project, if state 
funding is not forthcoming.

Mayor Daniel McMillan said 
his plan would be the sale of 
the vacant building that used 
to house the city’s customer 
service department.

Commissioner Andy Gay 
agreed with McMillan’s sug-
gestion, because they could 

not rely on state grant funding 
and that getting the building 
ready for QPD needs to be a 
big part of budget discussion 
for the upcoming fiscal year.

Commissioner Keith 
Dowdell said the project 
should be on the city’s list of 
capital projects and he won-
dered if there would be 
enough space in the building 
to house the department.

Commissioner Angela Sapp 
said from discussions she has 
had with Glenn Sapp, Quin-

cy’s police chief, there should 
be ample room for the police 
department.

With roof leaks repaired 
and mold remediation com-
plete, now the building’s inte-
rior is ready to be gutted and 
renovated.

During time for public com-
ment, Freida Bass-Prieto said 
a number of citizens have con-
cerns about the CRA board 
actually completing projects, 
whether it be planting trees, 
offering facade grants to busi-

nesses or clearing a lot on 
South Adams street so the 
board could point to what it 
had accomplished. She sug-
gested possibly meeting more 
often.

“Can we point to something 
we’ve done in the past two 
years?” she asked.

McMillan said the city has 
some abandoned properties 
in need of demolition and 
using CRA funds would be an 
easy way for the city to accom-
plish a great deal and make 
use of the money in question.

“We need to clean some of 
those areas out,” he said.

Quincy CRA seeks funding solutions 
Board wants to complete renovation project for QPD building

these vehicles from 5,000 to 
10,000 pounds and apply uni-
formly to all city streets, not 
just the areas that historically 
prohibited through traffic, 
such as King Street.

The Commission also moved 
forward on selling the former 
customer service/NetQuincy 
building, voting 5-0 to allow 
City Manager Mike Wade to 
hire an appraiser. Estimates 
for that service have ranged 
from roughly $1,500 to $2,000.

Commissioner Derrick Elias 
asked Wade for an update on 
the citywide inventory of all 

city-owned assets.
Wade said he had issued 

lists to all departments and 
they were in the process of 
taking inventory. He said the 
list of items ranges from 
chairs and tables to vehicles.

“Practically, all of the items 
that the city owns we have ID 
numbers on those items to 
match up with the list,” he 

said.
Elias asked Wade to direct 

department heads to track 
down missing items so the city 
would have a complete list, 
with explanations of items 
lost or discarded.

In other business, the Com-
mission: 

Issued four proclamations, 
one each for Pastor Kenneth 

Frame, who was honored for 
his poetry about Quincy; re-
cently retired school crossing 
guards, Chastine Newsome 
and Doris Bryant, who were 
honored for their years of ser-
vice; and David Nelson, the 
self-proclaimed “Mayor of 
Stewart Street,” was honored 
for his efforts to keep Stewart 
Street clean.

QUINCY
Continued from Page 1

Quincy Commission issues proclamations

Photos by CHERI HARRIS/Gadsden County Times
LEFT: Commissioner Derrick Elias, left, and Pastor Kenneth Frame stand March 13 during the Quincy Commission meeting. MIDDLE: Commissioner Angela 
Sapp, left, stands with Chastine Newsome and Quincy Police Chief Glenn Sapp with Newsome’s proclamation for her long-term service as a school crossing guard. 
RIGHT: Angela Sapp, left, presents a proclamation to David Nelson, the self-proclaimed ‘Mayor of Stewart Street.”


