
Inside today
Today (Friday) is the first 

day of the 2014 income tax 
filing season and inside you 
will find our tax guide filled with  
useful tips and information 
to help you file your federal  
taxes before the April 15 
deadline.

Also included is information 
about local programs offering 
assistance to residents here 
in Taylor County as well as a 
warning about potential scams 
to avoid this tax season.

Scholarships 
available

College students majoring 
in political science, public 
or business administration, 
or journalism/mass 
communications are invited to 
apply for one of three $1,200 
scholarships to be awarded by 
the Florida State Association of 
Supervisors of Elections.

Applications are available 
at the local supervisor of 
elections office or online at 
www.taylorelections.com.

Veterinarians host 
discount vaccination 
clinic Saturday

Local veterinarians, Dr. 
Miles Owens, Dr. Tom Fletcher 
and Dr. Will Sapp, will offer a 
discount animal vaccination 
clinic this Saturday, Feb. 1.

The event, which runs 
from 9 a.m. until noon, will be  
held at the Buckeye Credit 
Union lot.  

“This is an excellent 
opportunity to have your pet 
vaccinated at a lower cost,” 
organizers said.

Proceeds from the clinic 
help will benefit Helping Hands 
of the Shelter, Inc., a local non-
profit group that supports the 
animal shelter.

Scouting for Food 
begins Saturday

Local Boy Scouts will 
distribute bags to households 
this Saturday, Feb. 1, as part 
of their Scouting for Food 
initiative.

Residents are asked to 
place canned goods and other 
non-perishable food items in 
the bag and scouts will return 
on Saturday, Feb. 8, to collect 
the filled bags.

All donations are 
appreciated.

Library workshops 
announced for  
February

The Taylor County Public 
Library has announced its 
adult workshop schedule for 
February.

The programs include:
• Monday, Feb. 10: Computer 

internet workshop at 5 p.m. and 
mobile devices workshop at 6 
p.m.;

• Thursday, Feb. 13: 
Valentine’s Day couple painting 
date at 6 p.m.;

• Tuesday, Feb. 18: Leather 
working workshop;

• Monday, Feb. 24: Computer 
internet workshop at 5 p.m. and 
mobile devices workshop at 6 
p.m.

The library is located on 
north Washington Street.

Serving the Tree Capital of the South Since 1889
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News Forum Confessed killer: ‘I 
took things too far’
By ANGELA M. CASTELUCCI
Staff writer

Pacing in the limited 
area around the defense 
table, admitted murderer 
Raymond Mark Lee was 
careful to avoid eye contact 
with the slight woman 
seated in the front row of the 
courtroom.

Head down at times, 
and other times staring 
off into space, the former 
Jacksonville resident 
was in his own world as 
conversation flowed around 
him. 

The woman, Lillie 
Griffin, sat quietly with her 

hands clasped in her lap and 
a Bible tucked by her side.

As the minutes, then 
hours ticked by, the toll of 
the three-hour wait began to 
appear. 

Family members shifted 
in their seats and eventually 
stepped outside for fresh air. 
Griffin remained steadfast 
at her post, just feet away 
from where a three-woman, 
six-man jury deliberated the 
fate of her son’s killer.

Lee was escorted away 
and remained out of sight 
until the court bailiff 
indicated a verdict had been 
reached.

The jury foreman handed 
the verdict documents over 
to Judge Greg Parker, who 
silently read the verdict 
and handed it to Deputy 
Clerk Gary Knowles with 
instructions to “publish” the 
findings by reading them 
aloud.

The jury found Lee guilty 
of a lesser-included charge 
of second-degree murder for 
the death of Perry resident 
Derek Dixon, and guilty as 
charged on two counts of 
tampering with evidence. 
(The state had indicted Lee 
with first-degree murder in 
the case; however, the jury 

had the option of choosing 
one of the lesser-included 
charges of second-degree 
murder or manslaughter).

Defense attorney Baya 
Harrison asked for additional 
time to present a “short 
and to-the-point argument 
for fair sentencing” and 
also requested that a pre-
sentencing report be 
completed on his client’s 
behalf.

Parker granted the 
requests and scheduled 
a sentencing hearing for 
Monday, Feb. 17, at 1:30 
p.m.

Dixon’s mother, Griffin, 
said she “felt good” about 
the verdict.

“I was hoping for first 
degree, but as long as I 
had a guilty verdict I was 

Lillie Griffin said she “prayed for strength” 
during portions of the two-day murder trial, 
which included an exhibit of graphic photos from 
her son’s autopsy.

Raymond Mark Lee admitted to the jury he beat Derek Dixon to death 
with a wrench during a “heated exchange that I took too far...I know I did.” ➟ Please see page 3

Hampton files city code violation 
complaints against horse owners

Perry City Councilwoman 
Shirlie Hampton raised 
a few eyebrows Tuesday 
night when she stated she 
had filed code enforcement 
violation complaints against 

city residents who have 
horses on their property.

“I did it—I filed so we 
can get some fairness,” 
Hampton said.

The issue was brought 

forward by a resident 
who had received notice 
he was in violation of 
city ordinances relating 
to keeping livestock on 
property zoned residential.

The landowner stated that 
his family has had horses 
on the property “for a long 
time…my granddaddy 
had horses, my daddy had 
horses. I’ll be 70 coming 

up…it’s been that long,” 
Griffin Colson said.

Colson said he was 
confused by the complaint 

Kiwanis Auction

Members of the Perry Kiwanis Club show off just a few of the items that will be up for bids at the 
13th Annual Kiwanis Radio Auction to be held Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 10 and 11, beginning at 
6 p.m. on The Zone 95.3 FM and Froggy 93.5 FM. Left to right are Kiwanis President Eric Scott, 
Charlton Knowles, Cla Parker, Bruce Ratliff and Rob Hilley.

Default on your PELL grant? TTI waiting to collect
The Taylor County School 

Board is considering hiring 
a debt collection service to 
help recoup money from 
Taylor Technical Institute 
(TTI) students who receive 
federal Pell grants but do not 
complete their programs.

TTI Director Judy 

Johnson told the board 
last week that if a student 
receives a Pell grant to 
attend TTI and does not 
complete at least 61 percent 
of the program, the district 
is required to pay those 
funds back to the federal 
Title IV program.

In the 2011-12 and 
2012-13 school years, the 
repayments cost the district 
a total of $42,000, which 
had to be paid out of the 
general fund, Johnson said, 
adding that the district has 
“no mechanism” to get the 
money from the students.

“The only way is if they 
come back to take classes 
again,” she said.

During the resulting 
discussion, several school 
board members questioned 
what kind of service they 
would use, since whoever 
would be contacting the 

former students would 
essentially be representing 
the district.

“They have to follow 
the regulations in the law,” 
Johnson said of collection 
agencies.

➟ Please see page 5

Bitter cold 
by-passes 
Taylor Co.

Taylor County was just 
outside the winter storm 
warning issued by the 
National Weather Service 
(NWS) Wednesday, and 
aside from some afternoon 
sleet, the county avoided 
the worst effects from 
the system, unlike many 
communities to the west 
and north.

Taylor County 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Steve Spradley 
said Thursday that his office 
had received no reports 
of damage or injuries as a 
result of the storm.

➟ Please see page 5

➟ Please see page 5
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Remember when...

By ANTHONY L. WHITE
anthonylamarwhite@yahoo.com

Power 
struggle

What do you get if you put two grown 
women under one roof?

A house about to collapse.
That’s what my grandfather used to 

say whenever my grandmother and 
mother went at it.

Being the only two women in a house 
full of men and young boys sometimes 
resulted in power struggles between 
mother and daughter. My grandmother’s 
power was derived from her role as the 
First Lady of the White household, while 
my mother’s power came from being the 
First (and only) Daughter of the house.

My grandmother always won these 
battles for power and had the final say, 
but they were never cakewalks because 
my mother always had a “hold card” 
that she could play. Before my brothers 
and I came along, my mother’s hold 
card was being “Daddy’s little girl.” And 
boy did she use it a lot.

However, when my grandmother 
put her foot down and declared, “It’s 
my way or no way,” my mother and 
everyone else knew it was time to throw 
in their hands because nothing could 
save them. Not even my grandfather’s 
intervention.

My birth and the birth of my two 
younger brothers gave my mother more 
ammunition to fight with. She still didn’t 
win any of these battles for power, but, 
by using her children as pawns, she 
was able to put up a much better fight.

My mother became even more 
powerful when she moved into her own 
apartment.  My grandparents didn’t 
let us move with her, still, my mother 
was aware of her newly found power. 
She knew that if push came to shove, 
my grandmother could roar like a lion. 
But, threaten to take her grandchildren 
away from her, and she’d become as 
quiet as a church mouse.

If my grandmother began arguing or 
saying something my mother didn’t 
like, she would tell my grandmother, 
“You’re gonna keep right on until I take 
my three boys with me.”

If my mother asked for a few dollars 
and my grandmother didn’t hand them 
over, she would say, “Well, I guess I’ll 
take my three boys home with me and 
we’ll starve together.”

I remember the last time my mother 
got mad with my grandmother and 
took us hostage. “Go pack your things. 
You’re moving with me,” she said as 
she ushered us out the front door. “And 
you’re not coming back over here.”

Instead of fighting fire with fire, my 
grandmother sat quietly and watched us 
pack as we kicked and screamed to keep 
from going. Usually, a good cry would be 
enough to get my grandmother to put 
up her dukes and fight to keep us, but 
when my mother began threatening her 
with “taking us away,” my grandmother 
decided that she was “through arguing 
with people about their children.”

So off we went to live with our mother.
An hour later, my brothers and I 

were at my mother’s apartment crying, 
unpacking, and making plans to run 
away, when we heard our grandfather’s 
truck horn. “Ant! Ken! Tony!” he yelled 
from the truck. “Get out here.”

We quickly crammed everything back 
into our suitcases and raced toward the 
door, where our mother was standing 
with a frown on her face. “I don’t know 
where y’all running off to,” she said 
under her breath. “I’m your momma 
and you ain’t going nowhere unless I 
say so.”

My grandfather blew the horn again 
and yelled, “Let’s go.”

My grandmother opened the passenger 
door and got out the truck so we could 
get in. As she got back in the truck 
and closed the door, she smiled at my 
mother like only a First Lady could and 
said, “If you got problem with this, talk 
to your daddy.”

Evidently, my mother didn’t know that 
First Ladies had “hold cards” too.

Editor’s Note: The following 
is the continuation of a history 
of Taylor County written by 
the late June Parker McLeod, 
an educator and avid local 
historian. It is featured on a 
web site highlighting Perry 
and Taylor County history 
(https://sites.google.com/site/
taylorcountyhistory/).

According to Cash, the 
1860 census shows that 
Taylor County had 20,154 
acres of farms of which 
5,072 acres were improved. 
The following crops were 
produced: wheat, rye, 
corn, oats, rice, tobacco, 
ginned cotton, wool, peas, 
beans, Irish potatoes, sweet 
potatoes, cane sugar and 
molasses.

At the time of the 1860 
census, the only corn mill 
employed one hand at the 
cost of $240 per year and 
produced meal valued at 
$2,000. The only sawmill 
employed one hand at 
an annual cost of $240 
and sawed $500 worth of 
lumber.

The 1860 census was the 
first census to be taken in 
Taylor County. There were 
1,384 people included in 
this census. The first census 
taker was a Missionary 
Baptist preacher named  
G. G. Wheeler who was 
born in North Carolina.

In 1860 less than one-
tenth of Taylor County’s 
population was slaves. The 
election results showed 
a small majority for the 
secession Democrat, John 
Milton, for governor. In the 

secession convention, which 
met in Tallahassee on Jan. 
3, 1861, Madison, Taylor 
and Lafayette counties were 
considered as a group, the 
whole being allowed four 
members. Two of these were 
from Madison and one each 
from Taylor and Lafayette. 

Taylor County’s member 
was W. H. Sever, who 
was strong for secession 
and voted against every 
movement in the convention 
calculated to cause delay. 
The vote to secede carried 
by a 62-7 margin and on 
Jan. 11, 1861, Florida 
became the third state to 
withdraw from the Union. 
Taylor County had only 
been a county for about four 
years when the war began.

When the War Between 
the States broke out, the 
area was abundant with 
strands of timber; however, 
the chief industry of the 
county was farming, stock 
raising and fishing.

The Confederate Army 
rolls show that more than 
250 men and 10 officers 
came from Taylor County. 
Among the early Taylor 
Countians who fought 

of Taylor 
County
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EIGHTH GRADERS
SCORE HIGH ON

STATE ASSESSMENT
Eighth grade students in 

Taylor County “outstripped” 
students in other districts 
in Florida, earning top 
scores on the Florida Test 
of Basic Skills.  Principal 
Doris Kelynack said 85 
percent passed the reading 
standards test (compared 
to a state average of 81 
percent) and 99 percent 
achieved the “master” status 
in interpreting maps.

COFFEE WINS
PINEWOOD DERBY
David Coffee won first 

place in the 1979 Pinewood 
Derby held at Gladys Morse 

Elementary School.  Ron 
Cannon placed second and 
Billy Morris took third 
place.

Doyle Lundy was the 
judge for the event which 
drew 27 entries.

HIGH SOCIETY
Cathy Williams and 

Arthur Gregory Farmer 
announced plans for a Feb. 3 
wedding at Antioch Revival 
Center.

Jamie Newport and 
Sonny Ellison exchanged 
wedding vows in a late fall 
wedding, with pictures from 
the event on this week’s 
Society page.

THREE NEW BABIES
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. 

Lee announced the birth of 
their son, Thomas E. Lee 
Jr., on Jan. 11 in Tallahassee 
Memorial Hospital.  He 
weighed 8 pounds, 5 ounces.

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Padgett welcomed a son, 
Ronald Lee, to their family 
on Jan. 26.  He was born 
at Doctors’ Memorial 
Hospital, weighing 6 
pounds, 8.5 ounces.

Natasha Catherine 
Sims was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. David Sims on Jan. 
11 at Shands Hospital in 
Gainesville.  She weighed 2 
pounds, 14 ounces.

BUSINESS MEN
MAKE NEWS

State Farm Insurance 
announced the appointment 
of a new agent, Jim Tedder, 
who would join his father, 
Ernest, in the business.

Kenneth Dennis 
announced that he was 
opening the town’s first 
complete locksmith 
business, on call 24 hours a 
day.

Harry and Miriam 

Allison announced the 
opening of “Harry’s Place” 
at the junction of U.S. 27 
and Foley Cut-off Road.  
Pool tables, foosball, beer 
and wine were advertised.

BOWHUNTERS 
ORGANIZE

A group of local hunting 
enthusiasts gathered at the 
Florida Power Lounge for 
an organizational meeting 
for a Local Bowhunters 
Association. Ray Whitfield, 
Ella Mae Parrish and Kay 
Parrish were among the 
officers chosen.

WHAT A DEAL AT 
SCOTTIE’S AND 

CRIBBS
One hundred Bayer 

aspirin were 88 cents 
at Scottie Drugs where 
Valentine candy was already 
being advertised.

To celebrate its fourth 
anniversary, Cribbs Tire 
offered a $5 discount per 
tire for all customers with a 
coupon.

THE PERRY NEWS-HERALD
February 1, 1979

Winter delight
Old Man Winter has often found Taylor County in late January/early February and here are the 

pictures to prove it--an unlikely snow shower which covered the town in February 1958. The Gunter 
children were happy to take advantage of this first “brush” with snow, building a snowman in their 
yard.

Florida was third state to secede 
in War Between the States

➟ Please see page 5
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okay. (Assistant State 
Attorney) Mr. (John) Weed 
did a fantastic job and I’m 
happy with the outcome. 
I understand that he (Lee) 
could still get a life sentence 
even with second degree 
murder,” Griffin said 
Thursday.

The verdict, which 
was read around 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, brought to a 
close two days of intense 
and graphic testimony that 
included disclosures by the 
defendant of weekends filled 
with drinking and crack 
cocaine abuse, and a final 
alleged encounter in which 
he simply “overreacted.”

Weed spent much of 
Tuesday drawing the jury 
a roadmap that he believed 
would lead straight to a 
guilty verdict using a mix 
of eyewitness testimony, 
investigative reports, 
jailhouse conversations and 
detailed scientific findings.

Crime scene experts 
identified blood splatter 
covering the walls, ceilings 
and floors of Lee’s room 
as belonging to the victim, 
Dixon. Additional blood 
evidence found in the truck 
bed of the work truck Lee 
used was also confirmed as 
Dixon’s. 

In a recorded interview, 
Lee denied any knowledge 
of Dixon’s death, stating 
he had met Dixon “in the 
hood” and brought him back 
to his rental residence on 
Puckett Road to “just drink 
some beer and hang out.”

A former jailmate testified 
Lee told him he had killed 
Dixon and that he “had no 
remorse other than getting 
caught.”

When testimony resumed 
Wednesday morning, 
medical examiner Dr. Lisa 
Flannigan took the stand 

and stated Dixon died as a 
result of “blunt force head 
trauma” and that she ruled 
the manner of death as 
“homicide.”

Autopsy photos were 
exhibited during her 
testimony, with Flannigan 
explaining to the jury the 
extent of injuries found on 
Dixon’s body.

“There were multiple 
impact injuries to the 
head—both sides of his 
head and face. There were 
skin lacerations and skull 
fractures with brain tissue 
coming out of the wound. 
There were additional 
impact sites to the back of 
the head,” she said.

Flannigan testified there 
were “around 15 distinct” 
impact injuries to Dixon’s 
face and skull.

The extensive nature 
of the injuries to Dixon’s 
forehead—namely open 
skull fractures—indicated 
“multiple blows,” she said.

The state rested its case 
following the medical 
examiner’s testimony.

Harrison then presented 
his defense, calling Lee to 
the stand to testify on his 
own behalf.

Under questioning, Lee 
related his account of the 
events leading up to Dixon’s 
death.

Lee said he met Dixon 
in the area known as “The 
Trap…on Fridays I would 
get off work, go to the 
laundry mat and then go the 
hood.”

Dixon, he said, “was 
a drug dealer and I was 
driving the company truck 
and told him I shouldn’t 
be over there in it…so I 
brought him to the house on 
Puckett Road.”

Lee said this was his 
second encounter with 
Dixon and that during the 
first meeting, Dixon stole 
two $61 money orders he 

(Lee) had in his room.
On the night Dixon was 

killed, Sept. 7, 2012, Lee 
said the two men were at his 
home “drinking and doing 
crack cocaine.”

At some point in the 
evening, Lee said he 
confronted Dixon about the 
stolen money orders.

“I would say by this point 
my judgment was highly 
impaired by alcohol and 
that’s when I brought up the 
issue of the missing money 
orders. The party was 
breaking up but it just struck 
me and I wanted to hear it 
from him that he’d taken 
them. We were getting a bit 
loud and irritated, and he 
shoved me and I fell hard, 
fell back. 

“Money was no object—I 
work hard and get paid well. 
It was just the idea someone 
would just take it. Did I 
have an intent to kill him? 
Not at all.

“I had seen the knife he 
carried on his belt and when 
I fell down and started to 
get back up, he swung at 
me and reached for the 
knife. When I hit the floor 
I had the feeling ‘this ain’t 
going to be good.’ I thought 
I was fixin’ to get jumped 
on. There was a (industrial) 
crescent wrench on the shelf 
where I fell. When I came 
up, he swung. I seen his left 
hand went back and that’s 
when I hit Derek. That’s 
when it started. I truly felt 
threatened. I had been in 
bad situations before and I 
had been hurt severely by 
younger, smaller people 
and it just escalated on…It 
was a heated exchange and I 
took it too far. I know I did. 
It happened in a matter of 
seconds,” Lee testified.

Under cross-examination, 
Lee admitted to lying to 
investigators: “I was not 
truthful. I misled them.”

He also stated, “I knew 
when they showed up at the 
house…I knew it was over. 
I was glad they were there 
in a way. The whole thing is 
messed up. I knew all along 
it was coming down to this 
here.”

“When you struck Derek 
Dixon the first time, what 
was your intent?” Weed 
asked.

“To fight back.”
“When Mr. Dixon was 

no longer a threat, you kept 
hitting him?”

“Yes, sir.”
When asked about the 

amount of alcohol he 
consumed, Lee stated, “I 
stopped counting long  
ago.”

As for crack cocaine’s 
effect on him, Lee said, 
“Crack cocaine…unless 

you’ve done it, it is 
something you have to 
experience to know.”

Lee also admitted that 
Dixon did not have his knife 
out when he struck him and 
that he took his body and 
“dumped in some woods” 
off Highway 98.

In his closing argument, 
Weed reiterated testimony 
from an investigator who 
reported that when Dixon’s 
body was found, he was not 
wearing pants and that a belt 
and knife were found beside 
his body, not on it. 

Harrison told the jury 
what Lee said was the “real, 
real circumstances” of the 
deadly encounter: “There is 
no evidence Mr. Lee had the 
slightest intent to kill Mr. 
Dixon when he came over 
to his house…they were just 
going to be drinking some 
beer and smoking some 
crack cocaine.

“But what was Mr. 
Dixon’s motive? He had 
already stolen from Mr. 
Lee once before and he was 
coming over to ‘hit a lick,’ 
which is slang for a person 
saying they are out to do no 
good.

“This is not a case of 
premeditated murder…
it is a tragedy…but when 
you look at what really 
happened, we ask you to 
find my client not guilty 
because of self-defense or 
in the least, manslaughter,” 
Harrison said.

Lee, who has five 
previous felony convictions, 
is being held without bond 
at the Taylor County Jail 
awaiting sentencing. 

Dixon’s family is moving 
forward with his mother 
stating, “My son got killed 
for nothing. He didn’t steal 
those money orders. I don’t 
believe he (Lee) feels any 
remorse.”

Her strength, she said, 
“Comes from just trusting in 
the Lord and He will see you 
through. He will comfort 
you and He will strengthen 
you. And that’s just what I 
did yesterday (during the 
court testimony). I kept 
asking for Him to give me 
strength when they were 
showing those (autopsy) 
pictures and He did. I got 

through it. 
“Derek was my oldest 

child and I loved him. I 

carried his Bible with me 
yesterday and I know his 
spirit was there.”

Taylor County Middle 
School is having more than 
a book fair, it’s showcasing 
the co-CEO of Archie 
Comics next week, and 
encouraging parent/public 
attendance at its Friday, Feb. 
7, event at 1 p.m.

Nancy Silberkleit, who 
is the daughter-in-law of 
one of the founders of 
Archie Comic Publications, 
stepped into her role as co-
CEO in 2009.  

A former public school 

educator, Silberkleit said 
she believes that the comic 
book is a valuable tool for  
developing literacy among 
first-time readers and 
instilling love for reading in 
everyone.

“Reading Archie Comics 
for 30 minutes is what I like 
to call ‘Archie Therapy.’  
The light-hearted, humorous 
stories have appealed to 
readers for generations.”

So she created Comic 
Book Fairs in schools across 

America and Canada, to 
ignite an interest in reading.  

TCMS will present 
such a fair through Feb. 7, 
allowing students and their  
families to dive into the 
world of comic books and 
graphic novels.  

“For this event, students 
may bring in $2.50 to $20 
to purchase from the Archic 
Comics line, as well as 
the heroic adventures of 
Sonic Comics and graphic  
novels,” said Dale 

Thompson, media  
specialist for the school.

“It’s a fundraiser for 
our school, but it’s also 
an opportunity to promote 

learning and reading 
through comic books,” 
Thompson said.

When the fair concludes 
on Friday, Silberkleit will 

speak to the students about 
the importance of creative 
thinking and reading.  

The public is invited to 
attend.
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Lee’s attorney, Baya Harrison, left, shows the 
jury the knife his client said he felt threatened by 
during an alleged altercation with the victim.

‘Archie’ CEO speaks at TCMS next Friday

Victim’s mother carried his Bible into court with her
CONFESSED KILLER
Continued from page 1

Born and raised in Perry, Derek Dixon was 44 
years old when he was murdered by Raymond 
Lee. Dixon attended Taylor County High School 
and was a member of the band and ROTC. He 
graduated in 1986.



By FLORRIE BURROUGHS
Shady Grove correspondent

Dirt roads . . . . . When 
I was born, we were living 
on a dirt road and for many 
years we continued to live 
on a dirt road.   I recall riding 
our bicycles on the dirt road, 
walking to a friend’s house, 
and catching minnows in a 
jar in the ditches along the 
dirt road.  Life seemed a lot 
slower and perhaps better.   

My sister and I learned to 
drive on dirt roads--curvy, 
dirt roads it seemed.   Each 
time we neared a curve we 
would blow the horn to let 
folks know we were there.    
It might seem that the car 
horn could not be heard 
by oncoming drivers, but 
remember we did not have 
loud blasting radios or air 
conditioners where we 
might have closed up the 
car.   Windows down and 
blowing the horn, we were 
“learning to drive.”

Help for my family was 
just a little way down the 
dirt road where someone 
would be sent when we 
needed Aunt Ellen’s help 
when one of us was sick.  

Paved roads have replaced 
most of the dirt roads that 
we once knew.  That is 
progress and rightfully so.  
But in light of all that is 
going on in our world today, 
I cannot help but believe 
that we would all be happier 
and perhaps better off if we 
could live again as we did in 
the days of “old dirt roads.”   

 

How’s the park?
Citizens of Shady 

Grove and surrounding 
communities are very 
grateful to the county for 
installing a shade structure 
over the playground 
equipment.   The structure 
is a beautiful addition 
to the park.  Thank you 
Taylor County manager 
and commissioners for 
allowing us to have this 
very needed cover to protect 
our children.

The park continues to be 

enjoyed by many families. 
I attended two birthday 
parties there on Jan. 4 and 
26 for my granddaughters, 
Samantha, 10, and Rylee, 
6.  I also attended the 
14th birthday party of my 
granddaughter, Chloe, on 
Jan. 11 in Perry.  

Join the council!
The Shady Grove 

Citizens Council meets 
every second Thursday at 
6:30 p.m.   We are looking 
for new members and also 
for “friends” of the council.  
If you are interested in 
being a member, or just 
being a friend who helps 
us at our events, please call 
me at 584-6343 or Claire 
Hatcher at 584-8370. Our 
next meeting will be  Feb. 
13.

David Matthew Spieth
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Flowers and praise
Dara Nix (top photo, center) was named “Teacher of the Year” for Taylor 

County High School, and honored with a bouquet of flowers as well as a 
plaque commemorating her selection. Nix is in her eighth year of teaching 
algebra and geometry.  She also serves as head of the math department 
for the school.   Donna Kinsey (bottom photo, center) was named Non-
Instructional Employee of the Year for TCHS.  With 14 years invested in 
the guidance department, Kinsey was commended for her efficiency and 
presented both a plaque and a bouquet of flowers.  Principal Audie Ash and 
Assistant Principal Alicia Beshears made both presentations.

Do dirt roads hold more 
good memories for us?

Shelton Jerry Register III

Cousins welcomed
David Matthew Spieth

Mr. and Mrs. David Spieth of Sinsheim, Germany, 
announce the birth of their son, David Matthew, on Jan. 4, 
2014.  He weighed 8 pounds, 2 ounces, and was 21.5 inches 
long.

Paternal grandparents are Michael Spieth and Sabrine 
Spieth of Germany.   Maternal grandparents are Shane and 
Julie Ritter of Matthews, N.C.

Paternal great-grandparents are Richard Ritter and 
Linda Montgomery of Jackson, Miss., and maternal great-
grandparents are Tommie and Mary Jo (Wincey) Stanaland 
of Perry.

Shelton Jerry Register III
Jerry “Jeremy” and Kori Register Jr. announce the birth 

of their son, Shelton Jerry Register III, “Tripp,” on Sept. 19, 
2013, in Charlotte, N.C.  He weighed 8 pounds, 15 ounces 
and was 21 inches long.

Tripp was welcomed home by his two big sisters, Kalin 
and Kylie Douglas.

Maternal grandparents are Dennis and Debbie Bowman 
of Myrtle Beach, N.C.  Paternal grandparents are Jerry and 
Carol Sue Register Sr. of Perry.



A-5  Perry News-Herald  January 31-February 1, 2014

A tropical moment,  
in this cold weather…

It would not be inaccurate to say that Joe 
Lyles was as tall as a banana tree…unless you’re 
talking about his banana tree which is trying to 
reach through their 12-foot ceiling.  Lyles, at 
6’1”, has cousins of this tropical tree growing in 
his yard on Allen Street, but the cold weather kills 
the foliage. This particular specimen, however, 

has a  reserved place 
in the family room, 
where all can watch 
it prosper.  The 13-
foot tree produces 
fingerling bananas 
which are nearly ripe…
and ready for snacking.  
Lyles said he got this 
tree about 10 to 12 
years ago, from David 
Culpepper.  Lyles and 
his wife, Carol, have 
thumbs so green that 
if you’re looking for the 
tropics…you might just 
find them under their 
roof.

Guardian ad Litem will be 
offering volunteer training 
Friday, Feb. 14, in Perry for 
those interested in being a 
voice for a child.

The training will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Perry Guardian ad Litem 
Office, which is located at 
103 West Bay St.

“If your heart has been 
broken too many times by the 
tragic stories of abused and 
neglected children, it may be 
time to take a positive step 
and make a real difference 
in a child’s life,” organizers 
said.

“Volunteer as a Guardian 
ad Litem and help a child find 
a safe, permanent home. For 
some kids childhood means 
soccer games and family 
picnics. For others, it means 
abuse, neglect and foster 
care, waiting for a chance 
at a safe, permanent home. 
Those are the children who 
need your voice. Volunteer 
as the Guardian ad Litem 
and give a child a chance at 
a future.”

There are currently more 
than 480 children in Guardian 
ad Litem’s seven-county area 
who are involved in court 
proceedings as victims of 
abuse or neglect.

For more information or to 
register for the training, call 
the Perry office at (850) 584-
2159. Evening classes are 
available upon request.

The system brought 
freezing temperatures, rain 
and a brief appearance of 
sleet Wednesday, but local 
schools and government 
offices remained open for 
business.

City Manager Bob Brown 
said they brought in extra 
sand in case of icy roads 
and placed equipment on 
standby should it be needed, 
but they received no 
reports of weather-related 
problems.

“Luckily, we didn’t need 
any of it,” Brown said. “But 
it’s better to be prepared 
than to not be prepared.”

North Florida Community 
College remained closed 
Thursday after shutting 
down Wednesday due to the 
threat of icy conditions in 
Madison County. Officials 
said they expect to open 
for classes today (Friday). 
Florida State University 
in Tallahassee also closed 

Wednesday, but was open 
again on Thursday.

Interstate 10 was closed 
to all traffic from the 
Florida/Alabama state line 
to Monticello in Jefferson 
County on Wednesday, and 
by Thursday afternoon, the 
roadway remained closed 

from the state line to mile 
marker 192 near Quincy.

In Taylor County, the 
temperature remained in the 
30s for all of Wednesday, 
and it did not reach 40 until 
around 1 p.m. Thursday. The 
system did bring about 0.75 
inch of rain during that time.

By consensus, the board agreed to pursue the possibility 
of contracting with a debt collection service and asked 
Johnson to collect more information to bring back for their 
consideration.

WEATHER
Continued from page 1

PELL GRANT
Continued from page 1

Board asks Johnson to 
collect more information

Winter storm closes I-10 from 
Alabama line to Jefferson Co.

Guardian 
ad Litem 
will hold 
volunteer 
training

Library workshops
The Adult Workshop Series at the Taylor County Public Library drew 

crowds throughout the month of January for a variety of programs including 
painting (top photo), jewelry making (middle photo) and developing your 
own backyard pharmacy (bottom photo). Upcoming workshops will feature 
computers and mobile devices (Feb. 10), a couple’s painting date (Feb. 
13) and leatheworking (Feb. 18).

Taylor’s coast was site 
of extensive salt works
under the stars and bars 
were members of the 
Hendry, Carlton, Cockran 
and Faulkner families. 
According to Cash, there 
were few enlistments prior 
to the first of June 1861, but 
soon afterwards volunteering 
became rapid. Madison was 
the main enlistment point but 
many joined at Monticello 
and some at other places. It 
is thought that as many as 75 
either remained in Florida or 
were sent back for service 
there. Some of these helped 
guard the salt works along 
the coast and others fought at 
Olustee, Natural Bridge and 
other battles and skirmishes.

Salt became a scarce 
commodity during the war 
and numbers of persons 
living in Taylor and nearby 
counties made land entries 
along the Gulf Coast of the 
county for the purpose of 
getting salt-manufacturing 
sites. Among these persons 
were Gabriel Hardin, 
Jackson Sapp, John Taylor, 
Randall B. Williams, 
William H Sever, Joseph 
Eaton, Elias E. Blackburn, 
William W. Barrs, James W. 
Faulkner, John Towles, Jesse 
W. Hunter, J. Bryant Creech, 
Civil J. Fulford, Wyche 
Fulford, William Standaland, 
Thomas Young, Wiley W. 

Whiddon, John R. Morse, 
Rufus Standaland and John 
G. Pettus. The coast of Taylor 
County provided a good 
spot for salt-making. Salt 
was made by the process of 
evaporation of the seawater 
leaving the salt behind. 
There was a road between 
the salt works running in an 
east-west direction known as 
“Salt Road.”

The Gulf coast between 
the mouth of Spring Warrior 
and Dekle Beach is covered 
by a long series of sand and 
scrub covered mounds that 
are the site of an extensive 
salt works that operated 
during the Civil War. Salt 
was very important to the 
preservation of meat and fish 
for the Confederate armies 
and civilians employed in its 
manufacture were excluded 
from military duty. 

One of the two largest 
government salt works in 
Florida was on the Warrior 
River in Taylor County. In 
fact it was said to be the 
largest in the Confederacy. 
On Feb. 17, 1864, Acting 
Master Edmund C. Weeks 
led a party consisting of 
eight sailors and 96 refugees 
from the USS Tahoma to 
destroy the Taylor County 
works that extended seven 
miles east of Warrior River. 
The party marched overland 
to reach the west end of the 
works at daylight on the 

19th, and spent all day and 
night destroying everything 
that could be used in any way 
at the salt works. 

A second party of 20 men 
in two of the Tahoma’s boats 
landed at the east end of 
the works, wading several 
hundred yards ashore with 29 
degree weather and worked 
toward the land party. The 
destroyed property was 
estimated to be worth at 
least $2 million including 
390 large kettles, 52 sheet-
iron boilers with an average 
capacity of 900 gallons, 
170 masonry furnaces, 150 
pumps, wells and aqueducts, 
55 storehouses, 165 houses 
and shanties, and 60 sheds 
and stables. These works 
were estimated to produce 
1,500 bushels of salt a  
day.

Economics were so bad 
that there was a fear of a 
starvation epidemic. Officials 
within Taylor County sent a 
petition on Aug. 11, 1862, to 
Jefferson Davis requesting 
the exemption and return 
of all Taylor County men 
from the ages of 18 through 
45. The reasoning for the 
request was the lack of men 
in the county was causing the 
loss of food production for 
county residents. Many men 
from the county deserted 
the war and returned home 
because of the circumstances 
at home.

HISTORY
Continued from page 2

“because nobody has ever 
complained.”

Council members 
explained they could not 
address the specific violation 
and that Colson would have 
to take his case before the 
city’s code enforcement 
magistrate.

However, discussions on 
the issues of horses within 
the city limits continued with 
Hampton stating she took 
this action “because I want 
it to be fair…if there hadn’t 
been ugly stuff going on, I 
wouldn’t be doing this.”

Mayor Daryll Gunter took 
exception to Hampton’s 
inference, stating, “What 
ugly stuff? The city has not 
been doing anything ugly.”

Hampton, who has been 
openly supportive of local 
business owner and recently 
announced city council 
candidate Tonya Holton and 

her husband, Stacy, in their 
bid to keep horses on their 
city limit property, said, “I 
want it to be fair to all.”

A complaint was filed 
against the Holtons several 
weeks ago for having horses 
on property which is zoned 
residential.

The city code allows for 
horses within the city limits, 
but only on property that is 
zoned “agricultural.”

Hampton cited four 
property owners in her 
filings: (Tonya) Holton’s 
uncle, county administrator 
Jack Brown, Colson, Percy 
Jacobs and Barbara Jackson.

Each property owner has 
received notice he or she 
is in violation of city codes 
with hearing dates before 
the special magistrate set for 
March 3.

A source at the city stated 
that when Hampton first 
contacted Code Enforcement 
Officer Bobby Counce, her 
initial instructions were that 

he “needed to find all the 
horses in Perry and cite them 
all.”

When Couce stated he 
could not do that (violations 
are investigated only on a 
complaint-basis), Hampton 
then gave him five addresses. 
(One of the property owners 
had horses on properly zoned  
land.)

As for the Holtons, the 
city council unanimously 
reaffirmed its zoning code 
relating to horses within 
the city at its December 
meeting which—according 
to the order handed down 
by the special magistrate—
left them with two options: 
comply with the zoning 
code and seek application 
for a land use change or 
remove the horses from their  
land.

A call made to Hampton 
for additional comment on 
her complaint filings was 
not returned as of presstime 
Thursday.

HAMPTON
Continued from page 1

Owners have been notified

Ella Mae Jones
Ella Mae Jones, age 

107, died Jan. 22, 2014.  A 
wake and family viewing 
will be held today, Jan. 
31, fom 5-7 p.m. at New 

Bethel Missionary Baptist  
Church.

Funeral services are 
planend for Saturday, Feb. 
l, at 11 a.m., also at New 
Bethel, with Evans-Walker 
Funeral Home in charge of 

arrangements.
Next week’s newspaper 

will carry a complete feature 
on Mrs. Jones, Perry’s 
oldest resident, “who 
lived gracefully beyond a 
century.”

Obituaries
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Women:  gather Feb. 7 and bring your ‘if’s’

Ham dinners served

tidbits: Seeing the world, through God’s eyes...
By SARAH HALL

Those in bereavement: 
remember the familes 
of the late Ella M. “Mae 
Mae” Jones and the late 
Rose Glee, sister of Lueva 
Demps, Madison; special 
prayer is also requested for 
Leroy Johnson, surgery, 
and Hazel Stone, sister of 
Almira Lee, in Maryland.

Citywide Mission will 
convene with New Bethel 
M.B. Church on the first 
Sunday, Feb. 2, at 2:30 p.m.  
The Rev. Thomas Jones is 
pastor.

What do you see?
Observing people is a 

hobby of mine. I enjoy a 
variety of people. People 
are interesting. Everybody 
has a story--a personal 
story--different from 
everybody else. This 
makes them interesting, 
stimulating to my mind’s 
growth. What I see in them 
is often very different from 
what someone else sees. 
I learn from people. I try 
very hard to avoid some 
of the pitfalls that trap 
others. I also try not to be 

entrapped in the “norm” 
or lifestyle of someone 
other than myself or in the 
negativities of the world. 
Trust me, it’s not easy.  It’s 
a constant fight against the 
principles that I’ve been 
taught. Picture this: if we 
all thought alike, we would 
lose the creativity in the 
world, the world (people) 
would become stagnant/
new ideas would fade and 
get lost in idle thoughts. 
Explorations would vanish. 

Nobody would want to 
do or say or experience 
nothing. Imagine that! With 
all the technology, people 
still experience boredom, 
get lonely, frustrated and 
desperate! 

We must keep looking 
wondering, creating and 
exploring. Our minds must 
not be wasted. What do 
you see? Keep looking 
and thank God that we 
all see things differently. 
What do you see? I pray 

that we don’t see all good 
or all bad, but see God’s 
creation (human beings) 
as His greatest creation, 
for his good pleasure, with 
love, grace and mercy for 
all. Regardless of all the 
different interpretations of 
His word, my prayers will 
continually be that we will 
all one day see this beautiful 
world through the eyes of 
God. Are you looking? 
Or do you have a “closed-
minded” mentality?

The Pentecostals of Perry are serving ham dinners on 
Saturday, Feb. 1, for $6.  

Meals include ham, beans, cornbread, dessert and a 
drink.  Delivery is available for four or more. 

Please call 223-1466 or 843-4332 with orders.  

Christian Youth Fellowship will be collecting cans of 
soup as well as donations of money Sunday morning to help 
re-stock the food pantry at First United Methodist Church. 

“This event uses the energy of the Super Bowl to mobilize 
youth in a united, national effort to care for people in their 
local communities who are hungry and those in need,” 
organizers said.    More details can be found at  www.
souperbowl.org.

Locally, youth will be collecting cans of soup and 

stews, as well as any non-perishables, at both First United 
Methodist Church and the First Presbyterian Church during 
Sunday worship services.

Donations may also be made directly to either church 
office or to Kristy Anderson at Forest Capital Hall.  

“Your support is a appreciated,” said a spokesperson for 
the group.

The Super Bowl is about football...but the Souper Bowl 
is about caring.  

Sunday’s ‘Souper Bowl’
Bring soup; stock food pantry for others

Women in the community are urged to mark Feb. 7-8 on 
their calendars for the “If: Gathering” in the student center 
of First Baptist Church.  

“This is not a retreat,” said Kristy Goodman and Kendall 
Cruce, organizers.  “ It will not be polished and perfect, but 
simply a gathering place for women to come and to be real, 
honest, open and vulnerable with God and with each other.”

The event features a simulcast with sessions on Friday 
from 7-10 p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.  “

We will gather as women, not as a church, a denomination 
or anything more, to wrestle out how to live out the calling 
God has placed on our lives.”

Late registration of $25 is due by Feb. 6.  On the day of 
the event, registration is $30.  

A light lunch of soup will be served Saturday.  For 
additional information, please contact 850-672-2321 or 
850-838-6800.  

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.souperbowl.org


BY PAT MCGRIFF
onemorecast@gtcom.net

Whew, Sunday was the 
only day where anyone 
reported to have caught 
fish and here are those four 
reports from Lynn at Sea 
Hag at Keaton :

Brock Moore and Russell 
Welch of Lenox, Ga., had 
their limit of trout and 2 
reds throwing “white jigs” 
in 1-3 feet of water.

Charlie and Morgan 
Harris of Valdosta, Ga., 
had 7 trout fishing with 
MirrOlure’s Catch 2000s in 
less than 2 feet of water.

Trey and Jack Stevens of 
Tifton, Ga., had their limit 
in less than an hour in less 
than 3 feet of water using 
Paul Brown Specials.

Wyatt Hardy of Quitman, 

Ga.,  was also using PBS 
lures to catch his five trout 
to 27 inches (GOOD FISH) 
in less than an hour.

Hey, we have some 
tournaments coming up like 
the 13th annual Steinhatchee 
Community Saltwater 
Fishing tournament on 
Saturday, March 15. There 
is a $30 entry fee per angler.

Prizes include: Trout - 
$600 for 1st, $300 for 2nd; 
Redfish - $600 for 1st, $300 
for 2nd place; Sheepshead  - 
$600 for 1st, $300 for 2nd.

Other prizes include most 
spots on a red - $250 and 
largest flounder - $350.

For tickets and more 
information contact Rhoda 
Moehring at 352-498-7377 
or any of the fine marinas in 
Steinhatchee.

Sports
Steinhatchee tourney 
offering $600 for first 
place trout, redfish

A-7  Perry News-Herald   January 31-February 1, 2014

F  31     High   1:47 AM     3.6  
    31      Low   8:32 AM    -1.2   
    31     High   2:51 PM     3.3
    31      Low   8:34 PM     0.3
Sa 1     High   2:35 AM     3.6   
     1      Low   9:10 AM    -0.9   
     1     High   3:24 PM     3.3
     1      Low   9:19 PM     0.1

Su 2     High   3:22 AM     3.4  
     2      Low   9:45 AM    -0.5   
     2     High   3:55 PM     3.3
     2      Low  10:04 PM     0.0
M  3     High   4:09 AM     3.0  
     3      Low  10:17 AM     0.0   
     3     High   4:24 PM     3.2
     3      Low  10:52 PM     0.0

Tu 4     High   4:59 AM     2.6   
     4      Low  10:46 AM     0.4   
     4     High   4:53 PM     3.1
     4      Low  11:46 PM     0.1
W  5     High   5:56 AM     2.2   
     5      Low  11:16 AM     0.9  
     5     High   5:24 PM     2.9
Th 6      Low  12:52 AM     0.2  

     6     High   7:15 AM     1.9   
     6      Low  11:49 AM     1.2
     6     High   6:00 PM     2.8
F   7      Low   2:19 AM     0.3  
     7     High   9:11 AM     1.8  
     7      Low  12:40 PM     1.5
     7     High   6:55 PM     2.6

The Taylor County High 
baseball team will host its 
annual Orange-Blue intra-
squad game tonight (Friday) 
at Pace Field beginning at 6 
p.m.

Members of the varsity 
and junior varsity teams will 
be divided into two squads 
for the seven-inning contest. 
Admission is free.

The concession stand will 
be open and season passes 
will be on sale for the general 
public.

Coach Reggie Wentworth 
returns to coach the Bulldogs 
again this year. The TCHS 
softball team, TCMS softball 
team and the TCMS baseball 
teams will also be recognized 
prior to the start of the game.

Orange-Blue 
game tonight 
at Pace Field

A meeting concerning the 
upcoming Babe Ruth girls 
softball leagues will be held 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, at 6 p.m. 
at the Taylor County Sports 
Complex.

All coaches, umpires 
and parents are encouraged 
to attend. For more 
information, call Recreation 
Coordinator Bryant 
Christman at 584-3029.

Tryouts for the 6th, 7th and 8th grade AAU summer 
traveling basketball team will be held in February in the 
Taylor County Middle School gym.

The tryouts will occur Feb. 3-4 and Feb. 6-8 from 5:30 
p.m. until 7 p.m. For more information call Dionn Jackson 
at 843-2414 or Denise Mango at 843-8692.

Softball leagues hold meeting

AAU tryouts underway

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=mailto:onemorecast@gtcom.net


January isn’t typically kind to movie-
goers, at least those watching new movies 
released in the month. Sure, we’ve had some 
spectacular holdovers from last year, but as 
far as new movies go, there hasn’t been much 
to offer.

But even in the rough, you can find some 
diamonds, or at least a cubic zirconia or 
two. Last year, we had “Hansel & Gretel: 
Witch Hunters,” a pedal-to-
the-metal fantasy action movie 
that took no prisoners and 
didn’t bother to stick around 
to see what people thought. 
Although it was not terribly 
well received, by critics or 
audiences, I enjoyed it for what 
it was, popcorn entertainment 
delivered at a time when even 
that is hard to come by.

Perhaps it’s the low 
expectations of Januaries past, 
but I can forgive a less-than-
stellar film if it entertains me.

And the latest offering, “I, 
Frankenstein,” is one of those movies. With 
the looks of another generic fantasy action 
flick, the movie establishes its pretty basic 
setup and then lets the pieces race across the 
gameboard for a lean 93 minutes while the 
audience sits back and enjoys the ride.

It doesn’t hurt that the film, directed by 
Stuar Beattie (“Tomorrow, When the War 
Began”), features three actors who I very 
much enjoy watching: Aaron Eckart (“The 
Dark Knight”), Bill Nighy (“Pirates of the 
Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest”) and Yvonne 
Strahovski (“Chuck”).

Based on the graphic novel by Kevin 
Grevioux, the story follows Dr. Frankenstein’s 
monster (Eckart), who finds himself the 
target of demons bent on learning the secret 
of his creation. This in turn brings him in 
contact with the order of gargoyles, led by 
Queen Leonore (Miranda Otto, “The Lord 
of the Rings”) and created by the Archangel 
Michael to battle the demons and send them 
back to hell.

With no love of humanity, the monster, 
christened Adam by Leonore, flees and 

hides away for the next 200 years, but the 
neverending war between the demons and 
the gargoyles eventually draws him back in.

Meanwhile, scientist Terra Wade 
(Strahovski) is developing a process to 
reanimate dead bodies, unaware than her 
benefactor is actually the demon prince 
Naberius (Nighy), who is still trying to 
perfect Frankenstein’s work to create an 

army to destroy humanity once 
and for all.

As I said, the setup is 
pretty simple. You have 
demons versus gargoyles with 
Frankenstein’s monster caught 
in the middle. Okay, when I 
put it like that, it does sound 
pretty ridiculous. And it is. But 
the story, while relatively thin, 
is internally consistent and 
doesn’t feature a bunch of plot 
conveniences. That’s pretty 
much all I ask from a movie 
like this.

The special effects are pretty 
solid throughout, and the visuals used to 
show expiring demons and gargoyles are 
imaginative. I rarely mention 3D, because by 
now very few movies are actually filmed in 
3D and the post-production conversions are 
almost never worth the extra money. But I do 
have to say “I, Frankenstein” does offer some 
of the better 3D I’ve seen. It’s not “Gravity,” 
but good enough to earn a mention.

The film is from the producers of the 
“Underworld” franchise, which also 
features two ancient clans battling it out in 
the shadows. Although this film avoids the 
R-rated violence of those movies, there are 
similarities to be found.

Don’t go into this one looking for a lot of 
depth, but as I often say, I don’t expect many 
folks are buying a ticket to a film called “I, 
Frankenstein,” with battling demons and 
gargoyles, for depth. This kind of movie can 
only be popcorn entertainment, and for my 
93 minutes, it provided just that.

The film is rated PG-13 for sequences 
of intense fantasy action and violence 
throughout.

We’ve reached the last 
weekend in January, and 
finish the month with one 
last holdover from 2013 
and a comedy about three 
friends in denial about their 
respective relationships.

Up first is “Labor Day,” 
the latest film from director 
Jason Reitman (“Thank 
You For Smoking,” “Up in 
the Air”), about a divorced 
mother (Kate Winslet, 
“Titanic”) and her son 
(Gattlin Griffith, “Under 
the Bed”), who give a ride 
to an escaped convict (Josh 
Brolin, “Men in Black 3”), 
changing all of their lives 
forever. Reitman’s previous 
films have debuted to high 
levels of acclaim, but this 
one seems more of an 

afterthought, arriving at the 
end of January with little 
award buzz. The lead actors 

have proven their talent, so 
those looking for a different 
kind of romance could find 
something here.

The film is rated PG-13 
for thematic material, brief 
violence and sexuality.

“That Awkward 
Moment” features Zac 
Efron (“High School 
Musical”), Michael B. 
Jordan (“Chronicle”) and 
Miles Teller (“21 & Over”) 
as three friends who have 
to accept the fact that their 
respective relationships are 
growing and/or changing. 
Writer/director Tom 
Gormican makes his debut 
here and his movie seems to 
be trying to skirt the border 
of sentimental and raunchy. 
That is a hard act to pull off, 
and most who try fail.

The movie is rated R for 
sexual content and language 
throughout.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

By MARK VIOLA

under the 
MARQUEE

‘I, Frankenstein’ is popcorn 
entertainment for January

Jan. 8 – Feb. 2
The Hippodrome in 
Gainesville presents 
“Good People.” This recent 
Broadway hit is dramatically 
funny and surprisingly 
touching. Welcome 
to Southie, a Boston 
neighborhood where a night 
on the town means a few 
rounds of Bingo, where this 
month’s paycheck covers 
last month’s bills, and where 
Margie Walsh has been let 
go from another job. Facing 
eviction, Margie thinks an old 
fling who’s made it out might 
be her ticket to a new start. 
But is this self-made man-- 
now a successful doctor--
secure enough to face his 
beginnings? As Margie 
risks all for a new start, 
will her luck change for the 
better? Ticket prices vary on 
showtime and seat location. 
For more information, visit 
thehipp.org or call 352-375-
4477.

Jan. 25 – Feb. 2
Experience a world of 
medieval magic, where 
jousting knights, dancing 
gypsies and historic heroes 
mingle with visitors at the 

28th annual Hoggetowne 
Medieval Faire at the 
Alachua County Fairgrounds. 
Fairgoers will be able to 
immerse themselves in the 
medieval atmosphere and 
see more than 160 talented 
artisans, who travel from 
across the country to display 
and sell their traditional 
wares. Adults can join in 
the fun with more than a 
dozen old-world games like 
archery and knife throwing. 
Faire hours are 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays, and 9:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 31. 
Admission is $15 for adults, 
$7 for children ages 5 to 17 
and free for children younger 
than 5. Tickets are half–price 
today  (Friday, Jan. 31). 
Tickets can be purchased 
in advance online at www.
gvlculturalaffairs.org.

Jan. 25
The Museum of Florida 
History in Tallahassee 
will host its 31st annual 
Children’s Day from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. This popular family 
event offers a plethora of 
performers, exhibitors and 
history. Visitors can enjoy live 
performances by the African 

Caribbean Dance Theatre, 
Young Actors Theatre, 
Trousdell Gymnastics and 
activities including face 
painting, balloon animals 
and a free bicycle-helmet 
giveaway. Parking and 
admission are free. For more 
information, call (850) 245-
6400 or visit online at www.
museumoffloridahistory.com.

Feb. 14-16
The sixth annual 
Steinhatchee Fiddler Crab 
Festival returns with fan-
favorite events including 
the Swampwater Cookoff, 
the Saturday morning 
parade, fiddler crab racing, 
river tours, raffles, arts and 
crafts, photo contest, “Boot 
Artin’,” Lots of Spots Fishing 
Tournament and a poker 
run. The Suwannee River 
Jam competition will once 
again be held at the festival 
on Saturday, with bands 
competing to make it to the 
finals, which will be held in 
May. For more information, 
contact the Steinhatchee 
River Chamber of Commerce 
at (352) 356-8185.

TheaTre FesTivals FesTivals

this weekend at the movies

Call us at 584-5513  
to add your event.

One more weekend for Hoggetowne

January is nearly complete and before it 
ends, it’s time to once again look back at the 
previous year so I can present my favorite 
movies of 2013. I always have to wait until 
late into the month so I can catch the films 
which don’t get a wide release until after the 
year is over. In fact, I didn’t see three movies 
in my Top 10 until this month.

Last year at this time, I said 2012 was 
perhaps one of the best years for top-notch 
filmmaking since I began writing about 
movies. Although 2013 did not live up 
to 2012’s standard when it comes to high 
profile blockbusters, with nothing matching 
the explosive fun of “The Avengers” or 
“The Dark Knight Rises,” this past year did 
give some spectacular films, many of which 
didn’t even find a place in the Top 10, such as 
“42,” “Prisoners,” “Lone Survivor,” “Saving 
Mr. Banks” and “Nebraska.”

As always, the following list comes with 
two caveats. First, I did not see every movie 
released in 2013, but I did see 64 of them. 
Second, any Top 10 list is entirely subjective, 
and the following films were my personal 
favorites of the year.

Honorable Mention
“The Hobbit”

I save honorable mention for the best 
surprises of the year, not necessarily the film 

which would have 
been No. 11. In this 
case, “The Hobbit: 
The Desolation 
of Smaug” could 
very well fit both 
categories, because 
it was one of the last 
films to get cut from 
the Top 10, and it 
was also a surprise, 
because I was not 

an enormous fan of the first part of director 
Peter Jackson’s adaptation. With several 
new characters and additional side plots, 
however, the second part (of three) is much 
more cohesive and streamlined than the first, 
helped by the fact that we have now passed 
the halfway point in the story. Although 
we have another year-long wait until “The 
Hobbit: There and Back Again” concludes 
Jackson’s latest trilogy, “Desolation of 
Smaug” ends on a particularly nail-biting 
cliffhanger which left me with a much better 
feeling than the rather anticlimactic ending 
of “An Unexpected Journey.” Additionally,  
the river barrel sequence is one of the best 
action scenes found in the entire franchise.

“The Hobbit: Desolation of Smaug” can 
still be found in theaters.

10. “Captain Phillips”
The April 2009 hijacking of the freighter 

MV Maersk Alabama by Somali pirates was 
the first successful 
pirate seizure of a 
ship registered under 
the U.S. flag since 
the early 1800s. 
The ship’s captain, 
Richard Phillips, 
would go on to 
write a book about 
his experiences, 
“A Captain’s Duty: 
Somali Pirates, Navy 

SEALs, and Dangerous Days at Sea.” And in 
October, we had the film “Captain Phillips,” 
based on that book, telling the story of the 
Maersk Alabama and Captain Phillips’ 
harrowing ordeal at sea, from director Paul 
Greengrass (“The Bourne Ultimatum,” 
“Flight 93”). The result is a tense thriller 
that tells a story many of us may know--in 
passing at least--in a way that is immediate 
and compelling without feeling exploitive 
considering how recent the events are. 
Greengrass has proven that he can deliver 
smart action films, and does so again here, 
but it is the top-notch performances put forth 
by Tom Hanks as Captain Phillips and acting 
newcomer Barkhad Abdi as Muse, the leader 
of the pirates, which propel this film to the 
next level and into the Top 10.

“Captain Phillips” is available on DVD 
and Blu-ray.

9. “The Secret Life 
      of Walter Mitty”

There are certain buttons films can press 
and I’m quickly a fan. Such was the case of 
Ben Stiller’s adaptation of James Thurber’s 
short story, “The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty,” earning it a spot on the list. It is a 
feel good movie with a gentle hand at the 
helm and an almost poetic sense of style. Its 
themes border on being too spot on and its 
sentiment toes the line of saccharine, but I’d 

argue that sometimes it’s nice to have a movie 
unafraid to wear its heart on its sleeve. I was 
pleasantly surprised 
by the tenderness of 
Stiller’s performance 
as Walter, which is 
some of his best work 
and very much in the 
same vein as Will 
Ferrell in “Stranger 
Than Fiction” 
and Jim Carrey in 
“Eternal Sunshine of 
the Spotless Mind.” 

“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” has 
concluded its theatrical run and a DVD 
release date has not yet been announced.

8. “The Great Gatsby”
Director Baz Luhrmann (“Romeo + Juliet,” 

“Moulin Rouge”), who creates unabashedly 
flamboyant films, 
probably has as 
many detractors as he 
does fans. Likewise, 
his outrageous 
adaptation of F. 
Scott Fitzgerald’s 
“The Great Gatsby” 
divided critics and 
audiences. It’s 
placement at No. 
8 clearly shows on 
which side of the fence I fell. Surprisingly 
faithful to the letter of the text, the film is 
nevertheless one of a kind. Is it over the top? 
Yes. It is loud? Yes. Does it feature modern 
music inexplicably placed in a story set in 
the 1920s? Yes. Still, it is amazing just how 
well it all works. Much credit has to be given 
to the cast, including Toby Maguire as Nick 
Carraway and Carey Mulligan as Daisy, but 
it is Leonardo DiCaprio, in the title role, 
who is the most memorable, although his 
performance here would be overshadowed 
by his second movie of 2013, the next film 
on the list. Luhrmann brought fine literature 
to the height of summer, and his film found 
itself among my favorite films of the year.

“The Great Gatsby” is available on DVD 
and Blu-ray.

7. “The Wolf of Wall Street”
Rarely has a film left me so conflicted 

than Martin Scorsese’s “The Wolf of Wall 
Street,” telling the 
booze, drug and 
sex-filled true story 
of Jordan Belfort, 
the poster child of 
everything wrong 
with Wall Street. It’s 
impossible to deny 
the craftsmanship 
put into the directing, 
the editing, the 
snappy dialogue 
and the acting performances, especially 
Leonardo DiCaprio as Belfort. On the other 
hand, however, the film goes so completely 
overboard depicting Belfort’s insanely 
profane life, it begins to weigh down the 
film long before its lengthy runtime is over. 
Had the film been 30 to 45 minutes shorter, it 
would have easily been in my Top 5. But even 
taking into account the excessive qualities of 
the story, Scorsese proves once again why 
he is the best in the business, and the film’s 
strengths are strong enough to still earn it a 
place among my favorites of the year.

The film is still in theaters.

6. “Dallas Buyers Club”
Quite a few of the movies on this list are 

based, some more accurately than others, on 
true stories. One of 
the most fascinating 
is the life of Ron 
Woodroof, a man 
determined to extend 
his life as long as 
possible in the face 
contracting HIV in 
the 1980s, which 
at the time was a 
death sentence. His 
story is brought 
to life in “Dallas Buyers Club,” starring 
Matthew McConaughey in a transformative 
leading role which has placed the actor as 
the frontrunner for the Academy Award. 
Taking on not only a ticking clock, but also 
a system which valued its own importance 
over the reality of the dying patients they 
were supposed to be helping, Ron’s story 
is one worth telling and worth seeing. The 
film arrived with little fanfare, but with 
McConaughey and co-star Jared Leto likely 
to take home Oscars, that is changing. 

The film recently returned to theaters.

TOP 10 MOVIES OF
2013

(PART ONE)

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.museumoffloridahistory.com
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Mail your name, address and a check for
$35 (in county) or $49 (out of county) to

P.O. Box 888, Perry, FL 32348

WEEKDAY MORNING
6 am 6:30 7 am 7:30 8 am 8:30 9 am 9:30 10 am 10:30 11 am 11:30

 ̂  WGN Paid J. Meyer Prince Creflo D. Robison Paid Walker, Ranger Walker, Ranger Law & Order
 % PBS Clifford Martha Arthur Wild Curious Cat in Peg Dinosaur Sesame Street Tiger Super
 & CW The Daily Buzz Death Payne Payne Steve Wilkos Show Wendy Williams There There 
 _ ABC News News Good Morning America Live With Kelly Queen Latifah The View
 ( ESPN SportCtr Varied SportCtr Varied SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter
 ) CBS News CBS This Morning Griffith Million. Let’s Make a Deal The Price Is Right
 * FOX Cope Paid FOX49 News Divorce Divorce The People’s Court Judge Judge The 700 Club
 , NBC Business Early Today Today Today Rachael Ray
 7 WVUP Wom Fitness Today J. Meyer Miracles J. Prince The 700 Club Herman Know Life Varied
 < SUN Varied Programs Capital Varied Programs
 > ESPN2 Mike & Mike First Take
 ? NICK Hang. Hang. Parents Sponge. Sponge. PAW Umi Umi Dora... Dora... Bubble Bubble
 A TLC 19 Kids 19 Kids Baby’s Multiples Baby Baby Quints Quints Varied Programs Extreme Extreme 
 B BET BET Inspiration Varied Movie Varied Movie
 C VH1 VH1 Plus Music VH1 Plus Music VH1 Plus Music VH1 Plus Music VH1 Plus Music Varied Programs
 G DISN Henry Mickey Chug Mickey Mickey Mickey Pirates Doc Sofia Mickey Doc Octo
 M A&E Paid Paid Dog Dog Dog Bounty Hunter Criminal Minds Criminal Minds CSI: Miami
 N E!TV Varied Paid Saved/ Saved/ Saved/ Saved/ Saved/ Saved/ Varied Programs
 P LIFE Paid Paid Balance Spaces Unsolved Mysteries Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier
 Q DSC Paid Paid Paid Robison J. Meyer Paid Almost, Away Cuff Me if You Can Wicked Attraction
 U FX Paid Paid Movie Varied Programs Movie
 V USA Varied Programs
 X HGTV Paid Varied Programs
 Y HIST Paid Paid Varied Programs
 ̈  SPIKE Varied Paid Paid Paid Paid Paid Bar Rescue Bar Rescue Bar Rescue
 ≠ TNT Smallville Charmed Charmed Supernatural Supernatural Supernatural
 Æ AMC Varied Paid Paid Varied Paid Paid Stooges Varied Programs
 Ø TBS Rules Earl Married Married There Browns Payne Prince Prince Full H’se Full H’se Wipeout
 ∞ SCIFI Paid Paid Paid Paid Varied Programs
 ≥ FAM J. Meyer Varied ’70s ’70s ’70s ’70s Standing 700 Club The 700 Club Gilmore Girls
 302  HBO Movie Varied Programs Movie Varied Programs Movie Varied
 320  MAX Movie Varied Programs

FRIDAY PRIMETIME
6 pm 6:30 7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm 11:30

 ̂  WGN Funny Videos Funny Videos Mother Mother Mother Mother WGN News at Nine Mother Rules
 % PBS Martha PBS NewsHour (N) Steves Wash Charlie Mary Poppins American Masters Charlie Rose (N)
 & CW King/Hill Cleve Seinfeld Rules The Carrie Diaries Supernatural Rules Seinfeld Commun Commun
 _ ABC News ABC Inside Jdg Judy Last Man Neigh Shark Tank (N) (:01) 20/20 (N) News Kimmel
 ( ESPN SportsCenter (N) (Live) NBA NBA Basketball: Clippers at Bulls Winter X Games (N) 
 ) CBS News CBS Wheel Jeopardy Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 Blue Bloods News Late Sh.
 * FOX Two Men Big Bang Mod Big Bang Bones (N)  (PA) Enlisted Raising News Mod Arsenio Hall
 , NBC FamFeud News Ent FamFeud Dateline NBC (N) Grimm (N) (:01) Dracula Insider Jay Leno
 7 WVUP Bridges Differ News;E Fitness Today Theatre Fitness Today News J. Meyer TBD Fitness
 < SUN Sports Extreme Game Coaching Tampa Bay Rays Encore Women’s College Basketball
 > ESPN2 SportsNation (N) NBA Coast to Coast (N) (Live) Boxing Friday Night Fights. (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ? NICK Sponge. Sponge. Sam & Witch Thunder Thunder Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends
 A TLC Say Yes Say Yes Bor Bor Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Bor Bor Say Yes Say Yes
 B BET 106 & Park: Top 10 Hus ›› “Big Momma’s House” (2000) Nia Long Being Mary Jane Being Mary Jane
 C VH1 Mob Wives ›››› “Forrest Gump” (1994) Tom Hanks, Gary Sinise. Best Couples Therapy Mob
 G DISN Good Austin Jessie Austin ANT Dog Wander Fish I Didn’t Austin Jessie Dog
 M A&E The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (:01) The First 48
 N E!TV Biggest Reality E! News (N) Kardashian Fashion Police (N) RichKids of Beverly Chelsea E! News
 P LIFE Wife Swap Wife Swap “Foreclosed” (2013) Marlee Matlin. “The Good Mother” (2013) Helen Slater.
 Q DSC Gold Rush Gold Rush Gold Rush: Pay Gold Rush (N) Bering Sea Gold Gold Rush 
 U FX Mother Mother Mother Mother ›› “Real Steel” (2011, Action) Hugh Jackman, Evangeline Lilly. Real 
 V USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Mod Mod Mod Mod Mod Mod 
 X HGTV Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Ren. Ren. Ren. Ren. Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl
 Y HIST Modern Marvels American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
 ̈  SPIKE Cops Cops Cops Cops Bigfoot Bounty Bigfoot Bounty Bigfoot Bounty Gangland  
 ≠ TNT Castle Castle Cold Justice (N) APB, T. Dunn Cold Justice APB, T. Dunn
 Æ AMC (5:00) ›› “Shooter” (2007) ››› “Blazing Saddles” (1974) ›› “Bruce Almighty” (2003) 
 Ø TBS Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam Guy “Madea’s Big Happy Family” “Madea’s Big Happy Family”
 ∞ SCIFI “Final Dest. 2” Helix “274” WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) Helix (N) Bitten “Prodigal”
 ≥ FAM “Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire” ››› “Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix” (2007) The 700 Club 
 302  HBO Oceans “The Presence” (2010) True Detective True Detective Real Time, Bill Real Time, Bill
 320  MAX Project X ››› “Undercover Brother” (:05) ›› “Snitch” (2013) ‘PG-13’ Banshee  Banshee  

SATURDAY PRIMETIME
6 pm 6:30 7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm 11:30

 ̂  WGN Bones  Bones  Funny Videos Funny Videos WGN News at Nine Mother Rules
 % PBS Antique Roadshow Lawrence Welk NOVA  Masterpiece Masterpiece Mystery! Sherlock returns.
 & CW (5:30) ››› “Bram Stoker’s Dracula” The Originals (N) Supernatural (N) Rules Rules Commun Commun
 _ ABC ABC News Game Edition ››› “Flushed Away” (2006, Comedy) 20/20  News Castle
 ( ESPN College GameDay College Basketball Winter X Games From Aspen, Colo. (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ) CBS Eye News Griffith Griffith Mike Two Men NCIS “Detour” 48 Hours (N) News Criminal
 * FOX “Snow Buddies” Big Bang Two Men UFC: Henderson vs. Thomson (N) News Office Animation Dom
 , NBC FamFeud News Entertainment Ton. Shaun White The Blacklist Sat. Night Live Insider SNL
 7 WVUP Silverdome Levitt Clowers Theater Colby’s Water Wretche Abun Hillsong Minis Turning
 < SUN Bsk Lightning NHL Hockey: Avalanche at Lightning Lightning Lightning Lightning Ski Bsk
 > ESPN2 College Basketball College Basketball LSU at Alabama. (N) College Basketball BYU at Gonzaga. (N)
 ? NICK Haunted Haunted Thunder Thunder Sam & Sam & Cat Sam & Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends
 A TLC Undercover Boss Undercover Boss Stories of the ER Outrageous 911 (N) Sex Sent Me to the Stories of the ER
 B BET (5:30) ›› “Big Momma’s House” ›› “Kingdom Come” (2001) LL Cool J. › “B.A.P.S” (1997) 
 C VH1 Sat. Night Live Sat. Night Live CrazySexyCool: The TLC Story Behind the Music Last
 G DISN ANT ANT Jessie Jessie Good Austin Dog ANT Mighty Kickin’ It Liv-Mad. ANT 
 M A&E Bad Ink Bad Ink Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Wahlburgers Crazy Hearts Crazy Hearts
 N E!TV RichKids RichKids E! News ›› “Mean Girls 2” (2011, Comedy) RichKids Soup Fashion Police
 P LIFE ›› “Jodi Arias: Dirty Little Secret” “Lizzie Borden Took an Ax” (2014) “Flowers in the Attic” (2014) 
 Q DSC Street Outlaws Street Outlaws MythBusters (N) Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters
 U FX Colm ›› “X-Men Origins: Wolverine” (2009, Action) ››› “Rise of the Planet of the Apes” (2011) Anger
 V USA (5:30) ›› “Fast Five” (2011, Action) Mod Mod Mod Mod Mod Mod “2 Fast 2 Furious”
 X HGTV Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl Property Brothers Property Brothers Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl
 Y HIST Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn
 ̈  SPIKE Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops (N) Cops Auction Thrift Cops Cops Cops Cops 
 ≠ TNT (5:30) ›› “Life as We Know It” (2010) ››› “The Help” (2011, Drama) Viola Davis.  (DVS) ››› “The Help”
 Æ AMC (5:30) ›››› “The Godfather” (1972) Marlon Brando, Al Pacino. ›››› “The Godfather, Part II” (1974) Al Pacino.
 Ø TBS Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang King of the Nerds
 ∞ SCIFI Outlan ›› “Stargate” (1994) Kurt Russell. › “Skyline” (2010) Eric Balfour. ›› “Outlander”
 ≥ FAM “Harry Potter and Deathly Hallows” ››› “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2” (2011) “Harry Potter”
 302  HBO (5:45) ›› “We Bought a Zoo” (2011) “Incredible Burt” Boxing Sports
 320  MAX “Dark Knight” (6:50) ››› “Prometheus” (2012) ‘R’ Banshee  ›› “Taken 2” (2012) ‘NR’ Banshee

SUNDAY PRIMETIME
6 pm 6:30 7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm 11:30

 ̂  WGN Funny Videos Funny Videos › “Armageddon” (1998, Science Fiction) Bruce Willis. “Mask of Zorro”
 % PBS (5:30) Krakatoa Highclere Castle Masterpiece Masterpiece (9:58) Masterpiece Mystery! (N) 
 & CW › “Lucky Numbers” (2000) › “Ernest Goes to Africa” (1997) Seinfeld Seinfeld King King
 _ ABC ABC News Funny Videos The Bachelor (N)  (Live) (:01) Castle News Outd’r
 ( ESPN SportCtr NBA Basketball Brooklyn Nets at Boston Celtics. Winter X Games From Aspen, Colo. (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ) CBS PGA Golf News 60 Minutes (N) The 56th Annual Grammy Awards Excellence in the recording industry. News
 * FOX Gospel Music Burgers Amer. Simpson Burgers Fam Guy Amer. News Big Bang Big Bang Mod 
 , NBC FamFeud News Football 2014 Pro Bowl From Aloha Stadium in Honolulu. (N)  (Live) Burn Notice 
 7 WVUP Osteen Faith Jentezen Great Awakening Jesus Madison Bread... Les TBD Childers Awaken
 < SUN Reel Ship Captains Fins Sport Reel Saltwater Into Animals Bsk Snowboarding
 > ESPN2 Women’s College Gymnastics 30 for 30 (N) 30 for 30 Shorts Making/Mark
 ? NICK Haunted Thunder Sam & Sam & See Dad Instant Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends
 A TLC Sister Wives Sister Wives Sister Wives Sister Wives (N) 90 Day Fiance (N) Sister Wives 
 B BET (4:30) › “B.A.P.S” ››› “Malcolm X” (1992) Denzel Washington. ››› “Malcolm X” (1992) Denzel Washington.
 C VH1 Ladies ››› “What’s Love Got to Do With It” (1993) ››› “Higher Learning” (1995) Omar Epps. Couples
 G DISN Jessie Jessie Jessie Good Liv-Mad. I Didn’t Austin I Didn’t Liv-Mad. ANT Dog Jessie
 M A&E Wahlburgers Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Bad Ink Bad Ink Bad Ink Bad Ink (:01) Wahlburgers
 N E!TV Live from the Red Carpet: Grammy Kardashian Kardashian RichKids Kardashian E! After 
 P LIFE “Dirty Teacher” “The Husband She Met Online” (2013) “Lizzie Borden Took an Ax” (2014) “Husband Met”
 Q DSC Last Frontier Last Frontier Alaska: The Last Last Frontier Last Frontier Last Frontier
 U FX (5:30) “Rise of the Planet of the Apes” ›› “The Hangover Part II” (2011) (:02) ›› “The Hangover Part II” (2011)
 V USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Psych
 X HGTV Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl Beach Beach Hawaii Hawaii Island Island Hunters Hunt Intl
 Y HIST Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Ax Men Ax Men (N) The Curse of Thin Thin
 ̈  SPIKE Training › “A Man Apart” (2003) Vin Diesel. (:02) › “Law Abiding Citizen” (2009) Jamie Foxx. Training
 ≠ TNT (5:00) ›› “Watchmen” (2009, Action) ›› “Ghost Rider” (2007) Nicolas Cage. Premiere. ›› “Ghost Rider” (2007)
 Æ AMC (5:00) ›››› “The Godfather, Part II” (1974) Al Pacino. ›››› “The Godfather” (1972) Marlon Brando.
 Ø TBS “Why Did I Get Married Too?” “Madea’s Big Happy Family” “Madea’s Big Happy Family”
 ∞ SCIFI “Zombieland” › “Skyline” (2010) Eric Balfour. ›› “Pitch Black” (2000) Radha Mitchell. Zom
 ≥ FAM 700 Club Special Programming 700 Club Special Programming
 302  HBO “Snow White” “The Incredible Burt Wonderstone” True Detective (N) Girls (N) Looking True Detective 
 320  MAX (:10) ›› “Mr. & Mrs. Smith” (2005) (:15) ›› “Taken 2” (2012) ‘NR’ ›› “Bullet to the Head” ‘R’ Interga

MONDAY PRIMETIME
6 pm 6:30 7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm 11:30

 ̂  WGN Funny Videos Funny Videos Funny Videos Funny Videos WGN News at Nine Mother Rules
 % PBS Martha PBS NewsHour (N) Steves Antique Roadshow Antique Roadshow Extraordinary Charlie Rose (N)
 & CW King/Hill Cleve Seinfeld Rules Hart of Dixie (N) Beauty & Beast Rules Seinfeld Commun Commun
 _ ABC News ABC Inside Jdg Judy The Bachelor (N)  (:01) Castle (N) News Kimmel
 ( ESPN SportsCenter (N) College Basketball Duke at Pittsburgh. College Basketball SportsCenter (N)
 ) CBS News CBS Wheel Jeopardy Mother Broke Mike Mom (N) Intelligence (N) News Late Sh.
 * FOX Two Men Big Bang Mod Big Bang The Following The Following News Mod Arsenio Hall
 , NBC FamFeud News Ent FamFeud Game Night Game Night The Blacklist (N) Insider Jay Leno
 7 WVUP Giving Pastor’s V’Impe Fitness Today Z. Levitt Awaken Miracles News J. Meyer News;E Fitness
 < SUN Triathlon Inside Orange Game Bsk Driven Coaching Women’s College Basketball
 > ESPN2 Around Pardon Women’s College Basketball Women’s College Basketball Olbermann (N)
 ? NICK Sponge. Sponge. Sam & Witch Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends
 A TLC Sister Wives Honey Honey Cake Cake Cake Cake Bakery Boss (N) Cake Cake
 B BET 106 & Park: Top 10 ››› “The Color Purple” (1985) Whoopi Goldberg, Danny Glover. Being Mary Jane Hus
 C VH1 Love & Hip Hop Love & Hip Hop Love & Hip Hop (N) Single Ladies (N) Love & Hip Hop Super Bowl Blitz
 G DISN Jessie Austin ANT Jessie Good “Let It Shine” (2012)  Good Austin ANT 
 M A&E Mayne Mayne Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Bad Ink Bad Ink Mayne Mayne Mayne Mayne
 N E!TV RichKids RichKids E! News (N) Fashion Police Kardashian Chelsea E! News
 P LIFE Hoarders Hoarders Hoarders Hoarders Hoarders (:01) Hoarders
 Q DSC Fast N’ Loud Fast N’ Loud Fast N’ Loud Fast N’ Loud (N) Rods N’ Wheels (N) Fast N’ Loud 
 U FX (5:30) ›› “Baby Mama” ››› “Friends With Benefits” (2011) Mila Kunis Archer Chozen Archer Chozen
 V USA NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles WWE Monday Night RAW (N)  (Live) NCIS: Los Angeles
 X HGTV Love It or List It Love It or List It Love It or List It Love It or List It (N) Hunters Hunt Intl Love It or List It
 Y HIST Swamp People Swamp People Pawn Pawn Swamp People (N) Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn
 ̈  SPIKE (5:30) › “A Man Apart” (2003) › “Law Abiding Citizen” (2009) Jamie Foxx. ›› “Alpha Dog” (2006)
 ≠ TNT Castle “Setup” Castle Castle Castle Perception Hawaii Five-0 
 Æ AMC (4:00) “Unforgiven” ››› “The Green Mile” (1999, Drama) Tom Hanks, David Morse. (:01) “Twister”
 Ø TBS Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam Guy Fam Guy Fam Guy Fam Guy Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Conan (N) 
 ∞ SCIFI (5:30) ›› “Pitch Black” (2000) Lost Girl (N) Being Human (N) Bitten “Trespass” Lost Girl  
 ≥ FAM Middle Middle Switched at Birth Switched at Birth The Fosters (N) The Fosters The 700 Club 
 302  HBO (:15) ››› “Les Misérables” (2012) Hugh Jackman. ‘PG-13’ “Herblock: The Black” Looking Girls True Det
 320  MAX ››› “War of the Worlds” (2005) Banshee  ››› “Bowfinger” (1999) (:45) ›› “Snitch” (2013) 

TUESDAY PRIMETIME
6 pm 6:30 7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm 11:30

 ̂  WGN Funny Videos Funny Videos › “Armageddon” (1998, Science Fiction) Bruce Willis. Mother Rules
 % PBS Martha PBS NewsHour (N) Steves Amish-Amer State of the Union 2014 (N) (Live) Charlie Rose (N)
 & CW King/Hill Cleve Seinfeld Rules The Originals (N) Supernatural (N) News Seinfeld Commun Commun
 _ ABC News ABC Inside Jdg Judy S.H.I.E.L.D. State of the Union 2014 (N) Gold News Kimmel
 ( ESPN SportsCenter (N) College Basketball College Basketball Kentucky at LSU. (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ) CBS News CBS Wheel Jeopardy NCIS  (DVS) State of the Union 2014 (N) Two Men News Late Sh.
 * FOX Two Men Big Bang Mod Big Bang Dads (N) Brooklyn State of the Union 2014 (N) Mod Arsenio Hall
 , NBC FamFeud News Ent FamFeud The Biggest Loser State of the Union 2014 (N) (Live) Insider Jay Leno
 7 WVUP Faith Brody Jentezen Fitness Today Breath Fitness P. Stone News J. Meyer Trans Fitness
 < SUN Inside Lightning NHL Hockey: Lightning at Maple Leafs Lightning Lightning Lightning Lightning Mountain
 > ESPN2 Around Pardon College Basketball Football All-Star Challenge Olbermann (N)
 ? NICK Sponge. Sponge. Sam & Witch Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends
 A TLC Sister Wives 90 Day Fiance My 600-Lb. Life My 600-Lb. Life (N) Escaping the My 600-Lb. Life 
 B BET 106 & Park: Top 10 ›› “Tyler Perry’s I Can Do Bad All By Myself” (2009) Being Mary Jane Being Mary Jane
 C VH1 Couples Therapy Couples Therapy Mob Wives Love & Hip Hop Love & Hip Hop Super Bowl Blitz
 G DISN Jessie Austin ANT Jessie “Judy Moody-Summer” Good Austin Dog Liv-Mad. Good 
 M A&E Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage
 N E!TV Kardashian E! News (N) Fashion Police Celeb RichKids RichKids Celeb Chelsea E! News
 P LIFE Wife Swap Dance Moms Dance Moms (N) Dance Moms (N) Kim of Queens (N) Kim of Queens
 Q DSC Moonshiners Moonshiners Moonshiners: Out Moonshiners (N) To Be Announced Moonshiners 
 U FX Two Men Two Men ››› “X-Men: First Class” (2011, Action) James McAvoy. Justified Justified
 V USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Mod Mod Mod Mod Mod Mod 
 X HGTV Hunters Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Property Property Property Property Hunters Hunt Intl Beat Beat
 Y HIST Prophets of Doom Pawn Pawn Cnt. Cars Cnt. Cars Cnt. Cars Cnt. Cars Ameri Ameri Ameri Ameri
 ̈  SPIKE ›› “Alien vs. Predator” (2004) ›› “The Day After Tomorrow” (2004) Dennis Quaid. “Alien-Predator”
 ≠ TNT Castle  Castle Castle “Knockout” Castle “Rise” Castle The Mentalist 
 Æ AMC (5:30) ››› “Twister” (1996, Action) ››› “The Bourne Identity” (2002) Matt Damon. (:31) ››› “The Rock” 
 Ø TBS Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam Guy Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Cougar Big Bang Conan (N) 
 ∞ SCIFI Opposite Worlds Face Off Face Off Face Off (N) Opposite Worlds Face Off
 ≥ FAM Middle Middle Pretty Little Liars Pretty Little Liars Ravenswood (N) Pretty Little Liars The 700 Club 
 302  HBO Real Time, Bill “The Incredible Burt Wonderstone” True Detective Girls Looking True Detective 
 320  MAX 6 Days ›› “Wanderlust” (2012) ‘R’ (:15) ›› “Fantastic Four” (2005) Banshee  Co-Ed Co-Ed

WEDNESDAY PRIMETIME
6 pm 6:30 7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm 11:30

 ̂  WGN Funny Videos Funny Videos Rules Rules Rules Rules News Videos Mother Rules
 % PBS Martha PBS NewsHour (N) Foot Nature (N) NOVA (N)  Hawking (N) Charlie Rose (N)
 & CW King/Hill Cleve Seinfeld Rules Arrow “Tremors” College Basketball Commun Commun
 _ ABC News ABC Inside Jdg Judy Middle Suburg. Mod Super Nashville (N) News Kimmel
 ( ESPN SportsCenter (N) NBA Basketball: Thunder at Heat NBA Basketball: Bulls at Spurs
 ) CBS News CBS Wheel Jeopardy Super Bowl’s Criminal Minds CSI: Crime Scene News Late Sh.
 * FOX Two Men Big Bang Mod Big Bang American Idol “Auditions No. 5” (N) News Mod Arsenio Hall
 , NBC FamFeud News Ent FamFeud Revolution (N) Law & Order: SVU (:01) Chicago PD Insider Jay Leno
 7 WVUP In Touch WVUP Fitness Today Joy... Fitness Hillsong News J. Meyer Levitt Fitness
 < SUN Extreme Bsk College Basketball College Basketball Raising Game 
 > ESPN2 Around Pardon College Basketball College Basketball Arizona at Stanford. SportsCenter (N)
 ? NICK Sponge. Sponge. Sam & Witch Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends
 A TLC 90 Day Fiance 200lb Tumor 40-Year-Old Child Girl- Half- Face Addic Addic Girl- Half- Face
 B BET 106 & Park: Top 10 Game Game Being Mary Jane ››› “Waiting to Exhale” (1995) Whitney Houston. 
 C VH1 Greatest Prnks Happy Happy Happy Happy Saturday Night Live  Super Bowl Blitz
 G DISN Jessie Austin ANT Jessie Good I Didn’t Liv-Mad. Dog ANT Good Austin ANT 
 M A&E The First 48 Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Wahl (:01) Wahlburgers
 N E!TV Fashion Police E! News (N) Kardashian Kardashian Soup Soup Chelsea E! News
 P LIFE Kim of Queens Kim of Queens Kim of Queens Kim of Queens Kim of Queens Kim of Queens
 Q DSC Dual Survival Dual Survival Survivorman Survivorman (N) Lone Target Survivorman 
 U FX (5:00) ››› “X-Men: First Class” ›› “Underworld: Awakening” (2012) Amer. Horror Amer. Horror
 V USA NCIS “UnSEALed” NCIS “Squall” Mod Mod Psych (N) Mod Mod (:01) White Collar
 X HGTV Buying and Selling Buying and Selling Buying and Selling Buying and Selling Hunters Hunt Intl Property Brothers
 Y HIST American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers Appalachian
 ̈  SPIKE “Day-Tomorrow” Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops 
 ≠ TNT Castle Castle Castle “Demons” Castle Castle “Kill Shot” Hawaii Five-0 
 Æ AMC (5:30) ››› “The Bourne Identity” ›››› “The Dark Knight” (2008, Action) Christian Bale, Heath Ledger. Four 
 Ø TBS Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam Guy Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Men- Big Bang Conan (N) 
 ∞ SCIFI Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters (N) Opposite Worlds Ghost Hunters 
 ≥ FAM Middle Middle Melissa Melissa Melissa Daddy ›› “17 Again” (2009) Zac Efron. The 700 Club 
 302  HBO (:15) ›› “Beautiful Creatures” (2013)  ‘PG-13’ Looking Looking Girls True Detective Real Time, Bill
 320  MAX “Miss Con. 2” (:15) ›› “Mama” (2013) ‘PG-13’ Banshee  “A Good Day to Die Hard” Banshee

THURSDAY PRIMETIME
6 pm 6:30 7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm 11:30

 ̂  WGN Funny Videos Funny Videos Mother Mother Mother Mother WGN News at Nine Mother Rules
 % PBS Martha PBS NewsHour (N) Steves Crossr’d Face This Old House Hr Globe Trekker Charlie Rose (N)
 & CW King/Hill Cleve Seinfeld Rules Vampire Diaries Reign “Sacrifice” Rules Seinfeld Commun Commun
 _ ABC News ABC Inside Jdg Judy The Taste “Go Green” (N)  Shark Tank News Kimmel
 ( ESPN SportsCenter (N) College Basketball Teams TBA. (N) College Basketball Teams TBA. (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ) CBS News CBS Wheel Jeopardy Big Bang Millers Crazy Two Men (:01) Elementary (N) News Late Sh.
 * FOX Two Men Big Bang Mod Big Bang American Idol (N) Rake (N)  News Live Arsenio Hall
 , NBC FamFeud News Ent FamFeud Commun Parks Saturday Night Live-Sports Spectacular Insider Jay Leno
 7 WVUP Bridges Back to World Fitness Today One One Fitness Master News J. Meyer New Life Fitness
 < SUN Future Prep Lightning NHL Hockey: Lightning at Senators Lightning Tampa Bay Rays Encore
 > ESPN2 Around Pardon College Basketball Teams TBA. (N) College Basketball Teams TBA. (N) Olbermann (N)
 ? NICK Sponge. Sponge. Sam & Witch Thunder Thunder Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends
 A TLC Sister Wives Welcome to Myrtle Honey Honey Honey Honey Welcome to Myrtle Honey Honey
 B BET 106 & Park: Top 10 Game ›› “Black Dynamite” (2009) Michael Jai White. Scandal  Scandal  
 C VH1 BadBoys CrazySexyCool: The TLC Story Couples Therapy Mob Wives (N) Super Bowl Blitz
 G DISN Jessie Austin ANT Jessie Good “Wizards of Waverly Place” Liv-Mad. Dog ANT Austin
 M A&E The First 48 Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Crazy Hearts Crazy Hearts
 N E!TV Kardashian E! News (N) RichKids RichKids Kardashian Kardashian Chelsea E! News
 P LIFE Wife Swap Under the Gunn Under the Gunn Under the Gunn Kim of Queens (:02) Dance Moms
 Q DSC Saint Hoods Fast N’ Loud The Fighters The Fighters (N) Lone Target (N) The Fighters 
 U FX Two Men Two Men Anger ›› “Underworld: Awakening” (2012) Anger › “The Waterboy” (1998) Kathy Bates
 V USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU White Collar (N) Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU
 X HGTV Income Property Hunt Intl Hunters Rehab Rehab Rehab Rehab Hunters Hunt Intl Boitano Boitano
 Y HIST Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Appalachian The Curse of
 ̈  SPIKE Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops iMPACT Wrestling (N)  Cops Cops 
 ≠ TNT Castle NBA Tip-Off (N) NBA Basketball: Cavaliers at Knicks NBA Basketball
 Æ AMC (5:30) ›› “Four Brothers” (2005) ››› “I Am Legend” (2007) Will Smith. (:01) ››› “Batman Begins” (2005)
 Ø TBS Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam Guy Fam Guy Fam Guy Big Bang Big Bang King of the Nerds Conan (N) 
 ∞ SCIFI “Chronicles of Narnia: Dawn Treader” ›› “2012” (2009, Action) John Cusack, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Amanda Peet. Stone
 ≥ FAM Middle Middle ›› “17 Again” (2009) Zac Efron. ›› “The Pacifier” (2005) Vin Diesel. The 700 Club 
 302  HBO (5:45) ›› “Red Tails” (2012) ‘PG-13’ Girls Looking ›› “Oblivion” (2013) Tom Cruise. Cat True Det
 320  MAX (5:30) ››› “Primary Colors” (1998) ›› “Snitch” (2013) Dwayne Johnson. ›› “Taken 2” (2012) ‘NR’ Jump Off



Few foods are as beloved as meatballs. Men, women 
and children alike typically love meatballs, whether 
those meatballs are served atop a steaming plate of 
pasta or on a hero in the form of a meatball sandwich.

While many cooks include both ground beef and 
ground pork in their meatballs, that does not mean 
home chefs cannot experiment if they are so inclined. 
Some cooks might want to experiment with their 
meatball recipes out of curiosity, while others might 
want to improve the nutritional value of meatballs by 
altering some of their key ingredients. Such is the case 
with the following recipe for “Turkey-Spinach Meatballs 
With Tomato Sauce” from Marla Heller’s “The Everyday 
Dash Diet Cookbook: Over 150 Fresh and Delicious 
Recipes to Speed Weight Loss, Lower Blood Pressure, 
and Prevent Diabetes” (Grand Central). Though not a 
traditional meatball recipe, this recipe is both tasty and 
nutritious, with one serving of 3 meatballs and sauce 
totaling roughly 250 calories.

Turkey-Spinach Meatballs  
With Tomato Sauce

Makes 6 servings

Turkey-Spinach Meatballs
1 10-ounce box frozen chopped spinach, thawed and 

squeezed to remove excess liquid
1 medium yellow onion, shredded on the large holes 

of a box grater
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/3 cup whole-wheat bread crumbs, made from day-

old bread pulsed in the blender
2 large egg whites, or 1/4 cup seasoned liquid egg 

substitute
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning or dried oregano
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
11/4 pounds ground turkey
1/2 cup water
Olive oil in a pump sprayer

Tomato Sauce
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 medium yellow onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 28-ounce can no-salt-added crushed tomatoes
2 teaspoons Italian seasoning or dried oregano
1/4 teaspoon crushed hot red pepper
6 tablespoons freshly grated Parmesan cheese 

(optional)

To make the meatballs:
In a large bowl, mix the spinach, onion, garlic, bread 

crumbs, egg whites, Italian seasoning, salt, and pepper. 
Add the ground turkey and combine thoroughly. 
Refrigerate for 15 to 30 minutes to firm the mixture and 
make it easier to handle.

Roll the turkey mixture into 18 meatballs. Spray a 
large nonstick skillet with oil and heat over medium 
heat. In batches, add the meatballs and cook, turning 
occasionally, until lightly browned, about 6 minutes. 
Transfer to a plate. Add the water to the skillet 
and bring to a boil, stirring up the browned bits in 
the pan with a wooden spoon. Remove from the  
heat.

To make the sauce:
Heat the oil in a medium saucepan over medium 

heat. Add the onion and saute, stirring occasionally, 
until golden and tender, about 5 minutes. Stir in the 
garlic and cook until fragrant, about 1 minute. Add the 
liquid from the skillet, the tomatoes, Italian seasoning, 
and hot pepper; combine thoroughly and bring to 
a boil. Reduce the heat to medium-low and simmer, 
stirring occasionally, until lightly thickened, about 15 
minutes. Bury the meatballs in the sauce and cook until 
the meatballs show no sign of pink when pierced to the 
center with the tip of a sharp knife, about 15 minutes 
more. Divide the meatballs and sauce among 6 bowls, 
sprinkle each with 1 tablespoon of the Parmesan (if 
using), and serve hot.
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Horoscopes for the first week  
of February

Subscribe today to the Taco Times 
and Perry News-Herald for only $35 

(in-county). Call 584-5513 or visit online 
at www.perrynewspapers.com. 

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!
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ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you are inspired to take on the 
world, but you may want to focus on 
smaller goals this week. Finishing a long-
lingering work project is a viable option.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, something does not seem to be 
falling into place. Take stock of things at 
home and at work to see if you can crack 
this nut. A little more investigation many 
be necessary.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
You may be offered a professional 
opportunity this week that is too good to 
pass up, Gemini. Despite this great offer, 
do your best to stay focused on work for 
the next several days.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Exercise caution and do not jump to any 
conclusions at work, Cancer. While you 
may know what your boss expects from 
you, it is better to wait to hear what he or 
she has to say.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you can envision exciting adventures 
ahead, and those times will be here before 
you know it. Channel your enthusiasm so 
you can get a head start on planning your 
adventure.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you have a desire to be different 
from everyone else this week. It’s good to 
be original, but don’t stray too far off the 
beaten path or you may find yourself lost.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, a friend may shock you by doing 
something really outrageous. You do not know 
what to make of this change in personality, 
but do your best to take it in stride.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, work figures to put a lot on your 
plate in the coming week. You can handle 
everything that comes your way, so long 
as you keep your cool and continue to 
work hard.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
You may be tempted to sneak off and play 
hooky from work, Sagittarius. Just make 
sure you handle all of your obligations 
first. Now is not the best time to kick up 
your heels.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, you have so much to do now 
that your mind may be in a complete 
jumble. Others will come at you with 
questions, but take a deep breath and 
answer them one at a time.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Change is not the best idea right now, 
Aquarius. It is much better to stick with 
the status quo for a little while longer. 
Then you will have enough stability to 
make a change.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you have many new ideas about 
how to get rich quick, but you will 
probably want to find more sensible ways 
to earn a living.

Weekend 
Playground

A less traditional take on meatballs

From the Recipe Book

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.perrynewspapers.com


AUCTION SATURDAY FEB. 8 AT
6:30 P.M. MADISON AUCTION
HOUSE. 1693 SW MOSELEY
HALL RD. (CR360) 850 973-1444
SELLING ITEMS FOR HOME,
YARD AND SHOP. TOO MANY
ITEMS TO LIST. SAVE OVER
STORE PRICES AND HAVE
SOME FUN. 10% BUYERS
PREMIUM. MC, VISA,
DISCOVER, DEBIT CARDS,
CHECKS AND CASH
ACCEPTED. AU691 RON COX,
AB2490 
1/29, 1/31

YARDSALES

Giant garage sale.
All kinds of furniture, TVs, fishing
rods, DVDs, VHS, fishing grubs by
the thousands, Mirro lures, too
much to list. Saturday, Feb. 1, 8
a.m. until. 6041 Beach Road
1/29,1/31

Yard sale. Saturday, Feb. 1, 9 a.m.
until, at Downtown Pavillion.
DVDs, books and clothes.
1/31

Yard sale. Saturday, Feb. 1, 8 a.m.
until, at The Smoke Shop on 221
right past Dollar General. Plus
size womens clothing and
miscellaneous household items.
No early birds please.
1/31 

Moving sale. Saturday, Feb. 1, 8
a.m-12 p.m. 117 Marshall Drive,
across from nursing home. A little
bit of everything.
1/31

Yard Sale Saturday from 8 until at
1104 W. Willow St. New and used
clothes, men's jeans, jackets and
much more. Household items,
nursing scrubs (long sleeves).
01/31

Yard sale. Friday noon until and
Saturday 9 a.m. until. 3498 Hwy.
19 South (Taylor Storage Center).
Winter jackets (men's 2x &
womens small), heater, high
chairs, swing, small pet carrier,
model ships, table & 2 chairs,
child's rocking chair, 2 padded
stools with backs, tools, vintage
Radio Flyer rocking horse, antique
chest of drawers, pictures, small
appliances, sofas, love seats,
changing tables, baby items,
hunting knives, triple ball trailer
hitch, TVs, slalom water ski. Much
more.
1/31

Yard sale. Saturday, Feb. 1, 8 a.m.-
1 p.m. 2363 Morgan Whiddon
Road. Lots of Name brand junior
girl clothes and  boy clothes sizes
8-14.
01/31

We
Buy

Scrap
Metal and Junk 

Cars
850-838-5865

RC.
tfn

Cash for junk cars and  trucks,
free removal. 7 days a week. Call
(386) 658-1030 or (904) 887-
8513.
11/08-01/31

Phillips 55' HD TV. Energy effcient
and work like new, $275. Call 850-
838-1345
1/24-1/31

55" Philips WS TV with stand,
good color, $125. Beige/swede
leather reclining love seat, $75.
Magnavox DVD player $20. Call
850-584-4906 or 850-295-3222.
1/29-2/07

WANTED

Wanted. Two 60" cast iron bath
tubs, kitchen cabinets and interior
doors. Call 850-843-0112
A2Z

LOST AND FOUND

Lost dog. Black and Brown male.
Pug, Pomeranian and chihuahua
mix with an underbite. Answers to
Charlie and lives at 1355 Enoch
Lane. Last seen around Helen
Street. Call 850-672-9648.
1/29-1/31

FOR RENT

2 bedroom, 1 bath. $475 a month
and $300 security deposit.
Credit references required. Apply
at Everetts Mobile Home Park
Office, Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
EMH

A very clean 3 bedroom, 2 bath
double wide with big yard. Close
to hospital in nice neighborhood.
Proof of income and references
required. Includes lawn care and
water. $650 per month and $350
deposit. Call 386-776-2405.
1/29-2/21

1 bedroom, 1 bath, $450 per
month and $500 deposit. $35 non-
refundable application fee. Utilities
not included. Call 850-584-6666
ext. 401.
WO

Woodridge Apartments
Immediate Openings for 1 and 2
bedroom Apts. HUD Vouchers
considered. HC and Non-HC
accessible apartments. Call 850-
584-5668. 709 W. Church St.
Perry, FL  32348 TDD 711. Equal
Housing Opportunity.
WA

Nice clean 2BD/1BA house,
central location, full kitchen, bath.
$495 per month, first, last and
security deposit. Call 223-3427
01/24-01/31

Furnished efficiency apartment for
rent. $150 weekly, $300 security
deposit. Includes water, electricty
and cable. No pets. Call 850-843-
1300 or 850-838-1728.
1/20-1/31

3 bed, 2 bath mobile home on 1
acre in Leisure Retreats. $575 per
month and $575 security. Call
850-843-1300 or 850-838-1728,
leave message.
1/20-1/31

Westgate Rooms available for
rent. Refrigerator, microwave, TV
with cable, AC/Heater. Everything
included. $195- $240 weekly, $40
daily, $595-$635 per month. RV
sites $20 daily, $120 weekly, $350
monthly. Tax included. 1627 S.
Byron Butler Pkwy. (786) 344-
2546.
LS.

3 bedroom 2 bath house on 5
acres with large storage in city
limits. $800 per month without
stove and refridgerator or $900
per month with. Call 850-584-
4678.
1/1-1/31

1 bedroom, fully furnished
apartment with utilities included.
No smoking and no pets, $155 per
week. Call 850-363-8196.
1/24-2/14 

1 bedroom, 1 bath house, all
remodeled. $595 per month and
$595 deposit. 408 N. Calhoun
Street. Call 305- 970-1653.
LS

TIDEWATER APARTMENTS
Now accepting applications for
2 & 3 bedroom apartments....
Rent based on income. On-site
laundry. Most utilities included.
Close to shopping centers, city
parks, and Boys & Girls Club.
Public transportation available.
850-584-6842, TDD 711, EHO.
Section 8 Affordable Multifamily
Housing.
TA, tfn

Rooms available at Skylark Motel
everything included for monthly
$595 (required $45 deposit), $195
weekly or $40 daily (tax included).
317 N. Byron Butler Pkwy. (305)
970-1653.
LS

3 bedroom 2 bath double wide,
$575 per month and $300 deposit.
Credit references required. Apply
at Everetts Mobile Home Park
office, Monday - Friday, 10 a.m.-4
p.m.
EMH

Newer camper for rent. $125 per
week, includes cable, water and
power. Off 19 near sports
complex. Call 850-295-4786.
01/31-2/05,

2 bed, 1 bath house for rent. $400
per month and $225 deposit, 133
Jenkins Rd. Call 850-838-7691,
leave message.
1/31-2/05

STEINHATCHEE
PLACE RESORT

Furnished 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments for rent $600 to $800.
Included with rent is full cable t.v.,
Internet, hot tub, one block to river
and new boat landing. Call (352)
498-7740 if no answer call (813)
677-9640.
SP

HOMES AND REAL ESTATE

Land for Sale, 221 North between
Shiloh Church Rd. and Cairo
Parker Rd. 1 acre lots with paved
roads. Owner financing available.
Please call (386) 658-1346 or
(850) 584-7466.
EF

2-acre lot wih power, septic and
well in Warrior Creek subdivision
off Dennis Howell Road. $18,995
(broker owned). Call Bob Sheffield
at 850-584-9766.
1/15-2/04.
SR
Fri.

For Sale: 2BD/2BA SWMH on 15
acres. Private area but close to
town. Trailer in very good
condition and partially furnishd.
Call (850) 629-4811 or (850) 838-
6241.
01/24-02/07

28BY70 4/2 ON 1.20 Acres
E-Z TERMS 5% DOWN
$549 FOR 20 YEARS
Call 352-303-8771. TMH

MOBILE HOME

Jacobsen Homes Factory Outlet
Guaranteed Lowest Prices in
Florida.They Sell For The
Factory......WE ARE THE
FACTORY! 3BR/2 BA, Starting @
$235 Per Month. See The Best
Built Homes In FL. Jacobsen
Homes of Lake City.Call 386-438-
8458.
JH

Jacobson Homes
Big 4BR/2 BA with Den

Del & Set-Up Only $59,995
Call 386.243.8678.

3BR/2 BA, Only $235 Per Mo.
Call 386.243.8678.

JH

BANK REPO!
2008, Townhome, 32x76 4BR/2
BA, Loaded, Inc's Stainless
Appliance Pkg., Gourmet Kitchen,
Upgraded Insulation R-30, Real
Wood Cabinets & Glamor Bath,
Save Thousands! Call 386-438-
8458.
JH

FACTORY SALE IN PROGRESS
Jacobsen Homes Factory Outlet

Lake City, FL.
3BR/2 BA, Only $235 Per Mo.

Call 386.243.8678.
JH

HELP WANTED

AutoCad Operator Needed
2+ years of AutoCAD and/or
Microstation experience or
Industry experience an
Associates Degree in Computer
Aided Drafting from an accredited
college, is a substitute for Industry
Experience. Needs to be fluent
with the use of Excel and Word.
There is only one (1) position
available, we will only accept the
first ten (10) qualified applications.
Must apply in person at Big Top
Mfg. 3255 North US 19 Perry, FL.
Big Top is an equal opportunity
employer that does not tolerate
discrimination in employment
based upon race, sex, religion,
color, nation origin, age, disability,
marital status, special disabled
veteran or any other characteristic
protected by law
1/29, 1/31, BT

Taylor County Board of County
Commissioners
Current Job Openings
Code Enforcement Officer, Part
Time
$12.50 per hour, no benefits
The application process, benefits
summary and Job Description can
be found on our website at
www.taylorcountygov.com and is
posted in the lobby of the County
Administration Annex at 201 East
Green Street.
1/29, 1/31

SERVICES

Be A CNA
Start your New Year off with a New
Career. Quest Training offers a 40
Hr., quality, nurse taught prep
class. No GED required if age 18.
Our students have high pass rates
on the state exam. Day and
evening classes available. Call
386-362-1065.
1/01-1/31

Micheal's Tree 
and Stump Grinding

tractor service and bush hogging
Free estimates

Call 352-504-1597.
1/29-2/28

JM Handyman Home Repairs,
LLC Pressure washing, painting,
concrete, wood decks, Ceramic
tile, laminate wood available,
Mobile Home Repairs, RV Leak
Repairs. 838-6077 or 584-2270.
JM,tfn,(Fri)

J.D.’s Tree Service and Lawn Care.
Licensed and insured. Free
estimates. We also grind stumps.
Call today 838-1280. Firewood for
sale.
JD(Fri)

Joe Coxwell Welding LLC.
Welding, fabrication and repair
mobile service. Located on
Harrison Blue Rd. Call (850) 843-
3500.
01/08-2/07

A to Z Farm and Lawn Service
Land clearing, tree trimming/
removal, dump truck service,
harrowing, bush hog mowing, rake
work, dirt leveling and complete
lawn service. Call 584-6737.
AZ

Mutts Cutts
Dog Grooming

Bath-Cut-Groom-Nails
850-584-2027 or 850-591-8301

1/8-1/31

Taylor County Recovery 
Center, Inc.

215 N. Washington Street.
Perry, FL 850-584-2772.
tcrchelps@fairpoint.net,

www.taylorcountyrecover.com
non-profit, DCF licensed,
assesments, treatment, criminal
justice reporting, sliding scale
fees.
12/25-01/31

Business Opportunities

Local sign design and
manufacturing company for sale.
We specialize in metal, plastic and
paper signs. We also design and
manufacture t-shirts, hats,
banners and vehicle graphics.
Since 2004 we have serviced a
host of businesses, charities,
churches, schools, government
agencies and politicians. All
inventory, clientele, equipment
and artwork will be included with
purchase of the company.This is a
turn key opportunity, ready to
continue making money. Serious
inquiries only please. Asking
$25,000. Call 1-850-838-7249.
RA
tfn

Pursuant to Section 2.13(B) of the
City Charter of the City of Perry,
Florida, notice is hereby given
that the City Council had
Introduction and First Reading on
Ordinance No. 931 on January
28, 2014 in the City Council
Chambers, 224 S. Jefferson
Street, Perry, Florida.  A Public
Hearing and Final Reading on
Ordinance 
No. 931 is scheduled for February
11, 2014 in the City Council
Regular Meeting Council Room
224 S. Jefferson Street, Perry,
Florida at 5:30 p. m. or as soon
thereafter as possible.  Any
interested persons may appear
and be heard on the
aforementioned public hearing
date.  Notice is also given,
pursuant to Florida Statutes
286.0105 that any person
deciding to appeal any decision
of the City Council with respect
to any matter considered at the
meeting will need a record of
that meeting and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record of
the proceedings is made; which
record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the
appeal is to be based.
ORDINANCE NO. 931
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PERRY,
TAYLOR COUNTY, FLORIDA; TO
AMEND THE PUBLIC NUDITY
ORDINANCE (ORDINANCE 621),
TO PROHIBIT THE WEARING IN
PUBLIC OF PANTS OR SKIRTS
MORE THAN THREE INCHES
BELOW THE TOP OF THE HIPS
(CREST OF THE ILIUM) EXPOSING
THE SKIN OR UNDERGARMENTS;
TO PROVIDE FOR PUNISHMENT;
TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE; TO REPEAL ALL
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES. 
Copies of said Ordinance No.
931 may be inspected at the
Administration Office of City Hall,
224 S. Jefferson Street, Perry,
Florida between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday thru
Friday.
Robert A. Brown, Jr.
City Manager
Daryll Gunter
Mayor
1/31
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DEADLINES:
Deadlines for classified ads are Monday by

5 p.m. for the Taco Times and
5 p.m. Wednesday for the Perry News-Herald.

Subscribe to the
e-Edition at

www.perrynewspapers.com

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.taylorcountygov.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=mailto:tcrchelps@fairpoint.net
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.taylorcountyrecover.com
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.perrynewspapers.com
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Filing season 
begins today

The 2014 filing season opens 
today (Friday, Jan. 31) and the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is 
encouraging taxpayers to use e-file 
or Free File as the fastest way to 
receive refunds.

The IRS had originally 
announced Jan. 21 would be the 
start date, but the new opening 
date for individuals to file their 
2013 tax returns will allow the IRS 
adequate time to program and test 
its tax processing systems, officials 
said. The annual process for 
updating IRS systems saw delays 
in October following the 16-day 
federal government closure.

“Our teams have been working 
hard throughout the fall to prepare 

for the upcoming tax season,” 
IRS Acting Commissioner Danny 
Werfel said. “The late January 
opening gives us enough time 
to get things right with our 
programming, testing and systems 
validation. It’s a complex process, 
and our bottom-line goal is to 
provide a smooth filing and refund 
process for the nation’s taxpayers.”

The 2014 date is one day 
later than the 2013 filing season 
opening, which started on Jan. 30, 
2013, following January tax law 
changes made by Congress under 
the American Taxpayer Relief 
Act (ATRA). The extensive set of 

➟ Please see page 3
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ATRA tax changes affected many 
2012 tax returns, which led to the 
late January opening.

The IRS noted that several 
options are available to help 
taxpayers prepare for the 2014 
tax season and get their refunds as 
easily as possible.

Many software companies have 

already begun accepting tax returns 
this month and have been holding 
returns until the IRS systems open 
today.

The April 15 tax deadline is 
set by statute and will remain in 

place. However, the IRS reminds 
taxpayers that anyone can request 
an automatic six-month extension 
to file their tax return. The request 
is done with Form 4868, which can 
be filed electronically or on paper.

IRS systems, applications 
and databases must be updated 
annually to reflect tax law updates, 
business process changes and 
programming updates in time for 
the start of the filing season.

FILING SEASON
Continued from page 2

Deadline to file 2013 tax returns remains April 15

IRS-certified Tax-Aide 
volunteers will begin offering free 
income tax preparation services 
Monday, Feb. 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at the Taylor County Public 
Libary. 

The service will continue 
every Monday through tax 
season. Assistance will also be 
available on Saturdays in February 
beginning, Feb. 8, from 10 a.m. to  
1 p.m.

Tax-Aide 
will start 
free help 
Monday
At Taylor County 

Public Library

The library is located at 403. N. 
Washington St.
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United Way offers online 
tax-filing assistance at 
County Extension Office

Beginning its 10th year offering 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA), the United Way of the Big 
Bend will include an online version 
of the program in Taylor County for 
the second straight year.

Those who wish to use the free 
service are asked to visit the Taylor 
County Extension Office in Forest 
Capital Hall, located at 203 Forest 
Park Dr. 

Specific office hours will be 
announced soon. Tax filers will be 
able to communicate via Skype with 
a trained volunteer in Tallahassee.

The VITA services are offered 
through the BEST Project, a UWBB 

program which “focuses on proactive 
and collaborative efforts to meet the 
needs of working individuals and 
families utilizing strategies that 
empower them to achieve long-term 
financial stability.”

The BEST Project is a community 
coalition of businesses, agencies, 
government, non-profit and other 
organizations focused on “increasing 
the financial well-being of our 
community by leading an effort 
to help lower-to-modest income 
residents preserve and increase their 
financial assets.”

For more information, visit www.
thebestproject.org.

R. Jai Gillum (left) with the United Way of the Big Bend recently spoke to the 
Perry Rotary Club about the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program. She is 
shown above with Rotarian Penny Staffney.

Do you need to file a federal 
tax return this year? Perhaps. The 
amount of your income, filing 
status, age and other factors 
determine if you must file.

Even if you don’t have to file a 
tax return, there are times when 
you should. Here are five good 
reasons why you should file a 
return, even if you’re not required 
to do so:

1. Tax Withheld or Paid.  Did 
your employer withhold federal 
income tax from your pay? Did 
you make estimated tax payments? 
Did you overpay last year and 
have it applied to this year’s tax? 
If you answered “yes” to any of 
these questions, you could be due 
a refund. But you have to file a tax 
return to get it.

2. Earned Income Tax 
Credit.  Did you work and earn 
less than $51,567 last year? You 
could receive EITC as a tax refund 
if you qualify. Families with 
qualifying children may be eligible 
for up to $6,044. Use the EITC 
Assistant tool on IRS.gov to find 
out if you qualify. If you do, file a 
tax return and claim it.

3. Additional Child Tax 
Credit.  Do you have at least one 
child that qualifies for the Child 
Tax Credit? If you don’t get the full 
credit amount, you may qualify for 
the Additional Child Tax Credit. To 
claim it, you need to file Schedule 
8812, Child Tax Credit, with your 
tax return.

4. American Opportunity 
Credit.  Are you a student or do 
you support a student? If so, you 

Who should 
file a 2013 
tax return?

➟ Please see page 5

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.thebestproject.org
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may be eligible for this credit. Students in their first four years of higher 
education may qualify for as much as $2,500. Even those who owe no 
tax may get up to $1,000 of the credit refunded per eligible student. You 
must file Form 8863, Education Credits, with your tax return to claim 
this credit.

5. Health Coverage Tax Credit.  Did you receive Trade Adjustment 
Assistance, Reemployment Trade Adjustment Assistance, Alternative 
Trade Adjustment Assistance or pension benefit payments from the 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation? If so, you may qualify for the 
Health Coverage Tax Credit. The HCTC helps make health insurance 
more affordable for you and your family. This credit pays 72.5 percent 
of qualified health insurance premiums. Visit IRS.gov for more on this 
credit. 

To sum it all up, check to see if you would benefit from filing a federal 
tax return. You may qualify for a tax refund even if you don’t have to 
file. And remember, if you do qualify for a refund, you must file a return 
to claim it.

The instructions for Forms 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ list income tax 
filing requirements. You can also use the Interactive Tax Assistant tool 
on IRS.gov to see if you need to file. The tool is available 24/7 to answer 
many tax questions.

WHO SHOULD FILE
Continued from page 4

You may qualify for a refund 
even if you don’t have to file
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With the start of the 2014 tax 
season approaching on Jan. 31, 
the Internal Revenue Service urges 
taxpayers to be aware that tax-
related scams using the IRS name 
proliferate during this time of  
year.

Tax scams can take many forms, 
with perpetrators posing as the IRS 
in everything from e-mail refund 
schemes to phone impersonators. 
The IRS warned taxpayers to 
be vigilant of any unexpected 
communication that is purportedly 
from the IRS at the start of tax 
season.

The IRS encourages taxpayers 
to be on the lookout for phone and 
email scams that use the IRS as 
a lure. The IRS does not initiate 
contact with taxpayers by email 
to request personal or financial 
information. This includes any 
type of electronic communication, 
such as text messages and 
social media channels. The IRS 
also does not ask for personal 
identification numbers (PINs), 
passwords or similar confidential 
access information for credit card, 
bank or other financial accounts. 
Recipients should not open any 
attachments or click on any links 
contained in the message. Instead, 
forward the e-mail to phishing@
irs.gov.

Additional information on how 
to report phishing scams involving 
the IRS is available on the genuine 

IRS website, IRS.gov.
In addition, the IRS continues to 

aggressively expand its efforts to 
protect and prevent refund fraud 
involving identity theft as well as 
work with federal, state and local 
officials to pursue the perpetrators 
of this fraud.

The IRS offers several 
suggestions for taxpayers to help 
protect themselves against scams 
and identity theft:

• Don’t carry your Social 
Security card or any documents 
that include your Social Security 
number (SSN) or Individual 
Taxpayer Identification Number 
(ITIN). 

• Don’t give a business your 
SSN or ITIN just because they ask. 
Give it only when required. 

• Protect your financial 
information. 

• Check your credit report every 
12 months. 

• Secure personal information in 
your home. 

• Protect your personal 
computers by using firewalls 
and anti-spam/virus software, 
updating security patches and 
changing passwords for Internet  
accounts. 

• Don’t give personal information 
over the phone, through the mail 
or on the Internet unless you have 
initiated the contact and are sure of 
the recipient. 

For more information, see the 

special identity theft section on 
IRS.gov.

Taxpayers also should be very 
careful when choosing a tax 
preparer. While most preparers 

provide excellent service to their 
clients, a few unscrupulous return 
preparers file false and fraudulent 
tax returns and ultimately defraud 
their clients. 

It is important to know that 
even if someone else prepares 
your return, you are ultimately 
responsible for all the information 
on the tax return.

IRS urges taxpayers to be aware of scams
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As part of its comprehensive 
identity theft strategy, the Internal 
Revenue Service is offering a 
limited pilot program to help 
taxpayers who filed their returns 
last year from Florida, Georgia 
and the District of Columbia. This 
additional layer of security for 
identity theft would be available to 
taxpayers who need an Electronic 
Filing PIN (e-file PIN) to submit 
their tax return this year. 

Under the pilot, any taxpayer 
who filed a tax return from one 
of those three locations last year 
and obtains an e-file PIN this year 
from the IRS may be offered an 
opportunity to apply for an Identity 
Protection PIN (IP PIN). The IRS 
encourages taxpayers who are 
offered this opportunity in this 
pilot program to complete the 
process to get the IP PIN.

The IRS selected Florida, 
Georgia and the District of 
Columbia for the pilot because 
those are the locations with the 
highest per-capita percentage of 
tax-related identity theft. The pilot 
is an expansion of the current IP 
PIN program, which (generally) 
has only been used for victims 
of identity theft. The pilot is 
not limited to just identity theft 
victims. 

Taxpayers selected for the pilot 
will be asked a series of questions 
online to verify their identity. The 
IRS will not issue an IP PIN to 
a taxpayer unless that person’s 
identity has been verified. Filing 
a return without an IP PIN should 
not delay processing their return.

The vast majority of taxpayers 
do not need an e-file PIN to file 

their taxes. In some cases, a 
taxpayer must obtain an e-file PIN 
if they need to e-file a tax return 
or other electronic forms, but they 
do not have their Self-Select PIN 
or Adjusted Gross Income from 
their 2012 tax return to verify 
their identity.  In these cases, the 
taxpayer may request an e-file PIN 
on the IRS website.

Following the pilot, the IRS will 
carefully assess the results and 
performance before deciding on 
how to proceed with the program.

The IP PIN is a unique six digit 
number that has been assigned 
annually to victims of identity theft 
whose cases have been resolved 
for use when filing their federal 
tax return. During this 2014 filing 
season, the IRS expects to provide 
more than 1.2 million victims with 
resolved cases with an IP PIN, up 
from more than 770,000 the year 
prior. The IP PIN will allow these 
individuals to avoid delays in filing 
returns and receiving refunds. The 
pilot program is in addition to 
these efforts.

Identity theft remains a top 
priority for the IRS. Identity theft 
is one of the fastest growing crimes 
nationwide, and refund fraud 
caused by identity theft is one of the 
biggest challenges facing the IRS. 
The IRS is focused on preventing, 
detecting and resolving identity 
theft cases as soon as possible. The 
IRS said it has more than 3,000 
employees working on identity 
theft cases and has trained more 
than 35,000 employees who work 
with taxpayers to recognize and 
provide assistance when identity 
theft occurs.

Florida included in IP PIN pilot program

Daily tax tips available
The Internal Revenue Service will make available a special series of 

daily Tax Tips beginning Jan. 28 to help people prepare their tax returns.
More than 60 IRS Tax Tips will be available through a free email 

subscription or by visiting IRS.gov. The tips, one available each business 
day through the April 15 tax deadline, offer single-topic briefs on tax 
topics affecting millions of people.

You can receive the Tax Tips automatically each day via email by 
signing up for a free service on IRS.gov. From the Subscriptions page, 
choose the “Tax Tips” drop-down menu, then click on “Subscribe.”
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The 2014 tax filing season begins today (Friday, Jan. 31). To help 
citizens prepare for it, the IRS has several short  YouTube videos on a 
variety of tax topics. These videos are available in English, Spanish and 
American Sign Language (ASL).

IRS videos have received nearly 6.5 million views and can be found at 
the following locations:

• IRS Videos: http://www.youtube.com/irsvideos
• ASL Videos: http://www.youtube.com/IRSvideosASL
• Multilingual Video: http://www.youtube.com/IRSvideosMultilingual
They videos available include:
• Do-It-Yourself Free Tax Preparation. Helps you find free help from 

certified volunteers. Learn about becoming involved in the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance or Tax Counseling for the Elderly programs.

• Do I Have to File a Tax Return? Learn about the all requirements for 
filing a tax return.

• How to Get 1040 Forms. Tips offered on the quickest way to get 
various 1040 forms on IRS.gov.

• Record-keeping. Learn which financial and tax files to keep and how 
long to keep them.

IRS offers Youtube series with 
helpful tax tips for 2014 filing

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.youtube.com/irsvideos
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.youtube.com/IRSvideosASL
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=45025&ReturnUrl=http://www.youtube.com/IRSvideosMultilingual



