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BARTOW - Days before
Gov. Rick Scott signed
Senate Bill 7026 into
the Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School
Public Safety Act Friday

afternoon, Polk County
Schools Superintendent
Jacqueline Byrd released a
video on the school board
YouTube channel stating
she opposed arming local
teachers.

The new gun law made
Florida the second state in
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Byrd: Her teachers won't he armed

the nation to allow some
teachers, coaches and
other school staff to be

armed on campus. The law

gives local school districts
the decision on whether to
allow their teachers to be
armed on campus.

“This is

4

absolutely not the answer;
Superintendent Byrd said.
The law also raised the
minimum age of purchas-
ing any firearm from 18 to
21. Reoccurring funding
for the law is $200 million,
half of which goes to fund-
ing more school resource
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officers. The other $100
million is allocated for
mental health treatment
and paying some teachers
extra to be armed at
school. The law also makes
it legal for officers to seize
weapons and ammunition
from certain people who
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exhibit violent tendencies.
Florida Sen. Kelli Stargel
(R-Winter Haven) voted
in favor of SB7026. Sen.
Denise Grimsley (R-Lake
Wales) opposed the bill.
A Senate-published
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Thank
you!
Have a
cookie.
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The Bartow City
Commission proclaimed
March 12 through 18

as Girl Scout Week. As
thanks, members of Girl
Scout Troop 437 passed
out free cookies at the
commission meeting
March 5.

Power rates going down in Bartow soon

By CHARLES A BAKER 111

CBAKER @ SCMGINC.COM

BARTOW - For the sec-
ond time in city history,
electric rates are likely to
be reduced starting April
1.

In January, the city’s
seven year contract to
purchase power in bulk
ended, and another

contract was subsequently
renegotiated.

City Manager George
Long advised the com-
mission that through
competitive proposals and
negotiation, “favorable
bulk electricity pricing”
warranted a consideration
in rate reduction. City
commissioners voted
unanimously to introduce

and pass Long’s ordinance
recommendation to
reduce rates during the
city commission meeting
March 5.

The ordinance, titled
Bartow Electric Rate
Ordinance of 2018, could
be passed and adopted
at the city commission
meeting March 19.

If your power bill

averages around $150 per
month and the ordinance
is adopted March 19,
starting in April your

bill may average out to
around $130 per month,
according to a rate study
by Leidos Engineering.
The study further stated
residential bills would go
down from 9.58 to 13.34
percent, depending on

use, and that commercial
bills would go down
between 8.21 and 17.1
percent depending on use.
The changes will affect
more than 10,000 resi-
dents and around 2,000
commercial accounts.
Commissioner W.
Patrick Huff said the city
gets more of its income
from utility sales than

property tax, unlike other
county municipalities

that primarily rely on
property taxes. Bartow
property taxes are some of
the lowest in the county
for that reason. Huff said
power rates in Bartow,

on the other hand, have
historically been a bit
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First of

By CHARLES A BAKER I
CBAKER @ SCMGINC.COM

BARTOW - The first
of three solar farms that
will surround Bartow by
2021 is on the verge of a
grand opening.

The city annexed

three Bartow solar farms opening soon

40 acres from Clear
Springs back in July and
construction of 28,200
solar panels is nearly
complete, City Manager
George Long said. The
facility may produce
around seven percent of
the city’s power needs.

Solar power was
discussed at length at
the city commission
meeting March 5.

Construction of a sec-
ond solar farm, called
Peace Creek Solar,
should begin by early
summer on 422 acres on

the C. Wilson Ranch in
between Bartow Airport
and SR60, said TECO
Media Spokesperson
Cherie Jacobs. Members
of the commission
voted 3-1 to amend

the land use plan for
the property to include

solar as a potential use.
The $82 million
project will produce
57 megawatts of power
and may be completed
as early as the end of
the year according to
TECO Senior Manager
V. Guy Morris. Around

548,000 solar panels
will be placed on
around 250 acres on
the ranch, leaving the
wetlands there alone.
TECO staff said there is
a financial agreement
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THIS WEEK

Throughout the
month of March,
upcoming events:

Lake Wales Little
Theatre, Over the Tavern
Adult Production,
March 9 - 25. Directed
by Denny Wittman.
Beautiful, Crazy Teen
Production, June
1 - 10. Directed by
Robby Hartley. Call
863-676-1266.

March 14

Book Review Series,
12-1 p.m., Winter Haven
Public Library, 325 Avenue
A NW, Winter Haven. Free,
open to the public, bring
alunch.

Lunch & Learn: Out
of the Box Uses for
Herbs, 12-1 p.m., Bok
Tower Gardens, 1151
Tower Blvd., Lake
Wales. http://boktow-
ergardens.org, included
with admission to the
park.

March 15

Original Sewing &
Quilt Expo, 11 a.m.-
7 p.m., RP Funding
Center, 701 Lime Street,
Lakeland. http://rp-
fundingcenter.com

Bok After Dark: An
Epic Fantasy, 7 to 8 p.m.
Bok Tower Gardens,
1151 Tower Blvd., Lake
Wales. http://boktower-
gardens.org

Music for the Masses
free concert, 5:30 p.m.,
Mrs. Murphy’s Chowder:

a Free Holiday Concert
(hammer dulcimer,
fiddle, flute). Winter
Haven Library.

March 16

Outreach Expo
2018, 8 a.m.-11 p.m.,
Auburndale Civic
Center, 115 W Park St.,
Auburndale.

The Great American
Trailer Park Musical,
8 p.m., TheatreWorks
Florida, 8 W Palmetto
Street, Davenport.
http://theatreworksfl.
org

March 17
Southeastern Guide
Dogs Walkathon, 8:30
a.m.-12 p.m., Lake
Hollingsworth, East
of South Florida Ave.
& West of Bartow Rd.,
Lakeland. http://guide-
dogswalkathon.org

Miss Florida Citrus/
Miss Imperial Polk
County Pageant, 7 p.m.,
Theatre Winter Haven,
210 Cypress Gardens
Blvd., Winter Haven.

http://missfloridacitrus.

net

March 18

Music at Pinewood:
Dr. Jonathan Reed,
4-6 p.m., Bok Tower
Gardens, 1151 Tower
Blvd., Lake Wales.

http://boktower
gardens.org

March 20
Tribute Tuesday:

Favorites from Elton
John & Billy Joel,

2:30 p.m., Theatre
Winter Haven, 210
Cypress Gardens Blvd.,
Winter Haven. http://
theatrewinterhaven.com

Third Tuesday
Luncheon, Frostproof
Chamber, Noon. RSVP
by Monday, March 19
at noon, 863-635-9112,
email info@Frostproof
ChamberOfCommerce.
com. Frostproof City
Hall- Multipurpose
Room, Second Floor,
Suite A, 111 West 1st
Street, Frostproof.

March 22

Farm to Table Dinner
with Chef Amy Freeze:
Spring has Sprung,
6-8 p.m., Bok Tower
Gardens, 1151 Tower
Blvd., Lake Wales.
http://boktowergardens.
org

March 24

Lake Wales Car Show,
4-7 p.m., Downtown
Lake Wales, Stuart Ave.
Music & car show.

All About Olives,
4-6 p.m., Bok Tower
Gardens, 1151 Tower
Blvd., Lake Wales.
http://boktowergardens.
org

Mystery Dinner
Theater, 6-9 p.m.,
Ramon Theater, 15 E
Wall Street, Frostproof.
http://ramontheater.
com

—
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Lake Wales Downtown
Farmers Market, 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., Downtown Lake
Wales, Stuart Ave.
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Time for a Change
Meditation Retreat, 9
a.m.-12 p.m., Bok Tower
Gardens, 1151 Tower
Blvd., Lake Wales.
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Below: The annual Easter Sunrise service at Bok Tower Gardens is a local tradition. Admission is free from 6 to 8 a.m. Bring a blanket or chairs and bug spray, and a

small flash light.
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http://boktower
gardens.org

March 25

Peak Bloom Music
with Polkweed Muzique,
12-2 p.m., Bok Tower
Gardens, 1151 Tower
Blvd., Lake Wales.

http://boktower
gardens.org

March 28

Lunch & Learn:
Lifestyle for a Healthier
You, 12-1 p.m., Bok
Tower Gardens, 1151
Tower Blvd., Lake Wales.

http://boktower
gardens.org

March 29

Bok After Dark: Rock
the Bok, 7-8 p.m., Bok
Tower Gardens, 1151
Tower Blvd., Lake
Wales.

http://boktower
gardens.org

March 31

Digital Camera
School & Photo Safari, 8
a.m.-12 p.m., Bok Tower
Gardens, 1151 Tower
Blvd., Lake Wales.

http://boktower
gardens.org
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Used Vehicles

The Best New Cars Make The Best Used Cars

e 160-Point Inspection
e Powertrain Limited Warranty (7 yr/100K)
e Certified Vehicle History Report
e Roadside Assistance (1 yr/unlimited)
e Rental Car Allowance (7 yr/100K)
e Certified Wrap Service Contract Available

- PEACE OF MIND!

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

[ 2012 m?zn 6TOYOTA |
1 16 TOYOTA
S ~ __TOYOTA @ COMA
TACOMAAXA %5 ‘3 NCCESS ChB
STK#T582023B STK#T103667A
III'I'EIHIE'I' III'I'EIINE'I'
16,894 s20 420
: 2016 ‘ 2016
3 TOYOTA TOYOTA
TACOMA SRS TACOMA TRD
STK#T229083A STK#T501685A

IHTERHET INTERNET
sle 996 s29 199
- D> 2016 an 2016 TOYOTA
: TOYOTA % o, TACOMA
TACOMA TRD , * LIMITED 4Xa

III'I'EIIHE'I'

s29 825 "=r$36,188

2014 HONDA %4
ACCORD
EX-L
STK#T841172A
*
INTERNET
519,999
2014 LT
HONDA E !
ODYSSEY EX-L -
STK#T906015A
INTERNET
PRICE $24 898
2014 FORD i ;
F-150 .
SUPERCREW sﬁ >
STK#T699124A . { |
INTERNET
s25 989
2015 \
GMC SIERRA = ==
SIT 4X4
STK#T541068A "
IIITEIHIET
e S 6, 980

2015
TOYOTA
RAVA KLE

STK#RT41328

$18 495

2016 <D

TOYOTA it
RAVA KLE

STK#T026273A

INTERNET
m 318, 999
2017 = -

TOYOTA
RAVA KLE

STK#R350967

522 161 |

2015

TOYOTA
ARUNNER SRS '
STK#T522392A

s21 475

AT ALAN JAY @ WE’LL MAKE YOUR DAY!

THE ALAN JAY ADVANTAGE: A 100% COMMITMENT TO OUR COMMUNITY

ALAN JAY D

400 US Hwy 27 North, Sebring

(863) 402-4246

*Prices exclude tax, tag, title and $699 dealer fee. See dealer for availability and complete details on all special offers. Offers expire 3/31/18. Hurry in for our best selection. Dealer not
responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only; vehicles may be different color. WE BUY CARS!

SALES HOURS:
Mon. thru Fri. 8a-7p
Saturday 9a-5p

leke Us On f |l 74I : T

adno=3555924

LIKE US FOR DISCOUNTS, PROMOTIONS & MORE!!

SERVICE HOURS :
Mon. thru Fri. 7:30a - 5:30p
Saturday 8a-4p

See ALL OF Our INVENTORY AT

ALANJAYTOYOTA.COM

MIDFLORI
FINANCING AVAILABLE
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VIEWPOINT

Teens are learning an important right

“Congress shall make no law ... abridging ...
the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.”

Most — well, many — Americans can list three
freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment to
the United States Constitution: religion, speech,
and the press.

Fewer, we suspect, can list the fourth: the right
to peaceful assembly and to petition their gov-
ernment for a “redress of grievances.”

Indeed, elective bodies often discourage
exercise of that right by imposing rules placing
three-minute limits on public input, or by put-
ting the opportunity to be heard at the end of a
lengthy meeting, or by limiting citizen input to
designated public hearings.

Public outrage over the slaying of 14 students
and three faculty members in Parkland on
Valentine’s Day has prompted numerous demon-
strations by Americans too young to vote, but not
too young to understand the rights guaranteed by

Our Viewpoint

the First Amendment.

Busloads of Florida students went to
Tallahassee to call for legislative action, and
thousands of teenagers throughout the nation
have held demonstrations in their own states.

Today — March 14 — marks one month since
the shootings at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School, and numerous demonstrations are
planned on American campuses.

In Polk County, we are aware of several instanc-
es in which students asked their principals for
permission to leave their classrooms today to
conduct brief demonstrations.

We commend those students who have demon-
strated this maturity and respect for the leader-
ship of their schools, and those administrators
who have given at least tacit consent.

The framers of the Bill of Rights extended its

rights to “the people,” not just to people over the
age of 18, or 21.

To those students who choose to exercise their
right to peaceful assembly, we offer our commen-
dation, our best wishes, and our warning that
your youthful enthusiasm will not guarantee the
“redress of grievances” you seek.

But we also offer this observation:

In another decade or so, you will be eligible to
seek public office.

Some of you will choose to do so, and those
of you fortunate enough to be elected should
remember these experiences of your youth.

Remember also that election to public office
does not make you smarter than the people who
elected you.

Election to public office is a position of trust
lent to you, not a position of superiority granted
to you.

If you need a reminder of what American
government is all about, reread the First
Amendment.

We welcome your letters

Letters are welcome on virtually any subject, but we do have some rules. Please keep them to less than 250 words. Letters will be edited to length as well as grammar and spelling. All letters must be signed with full
name — not initials. An address and telephone number must be included. The phone number and address are not for publication, but must be provided. The Letters to the Editor section is designed as a public forum for
community discourse and the opinions and statements made in letters are solely those of the individual writers. Readers can send letters and column submissions to news @scmginc.com or mail them to 99 3rd St. NW,

Winter Haven, FL 33881.

Trustco Bank Mortgages

)/

\/

No Points
No Broker Fees

No Borrower Paid PMI'
Low Closing Costs
Friendly, Local Service

TRUSTCO

* BANK"®

Your Home Town Bank

3537488

adno:

Winter Haven Branch

7476 Cypress Gardens Blvd S.E. (Walmart Plaza)
Winter Haven, FL 33884 3% 863-326-1918

**PMI - Private Mortgage Insurance. Lender paid Private Mortgage Insurance on loans over 89.5% Loan-to-Value. Please note: We reserve the right to alter or withdraw these
products or certain features thereof without prior notification. NMLS #474376

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER
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Dr. R. H.

A young Ross Heflin Mooty had long
wanted to see Florida. He had gradu-
ated from the University of Alabama
Medical School in 1911. Having bor-
rowed money to pursue his medical
degrees, Mooty felt he should stay in his
native state until it was repaid. Shortly
after beginning his medical career he
met and married Ann Taylor Williston
of Columbia, Alabama. The Mootys
would have four children while living
in Cottonwood, Alabama before the
doctor pursued his dream of coming to
Florida.

It was 1921, and Dr. Mooty had
been in practice for a decade when he
contacted a Bartow physician named
Patterson looking for a good place to
relocate. He learned that Punta Gorda
was in great need of a physician. As
the family made its way in their Ford
touring car, their route brought them
through Winter Haven. The community
had just suffered the untimely loss of
Dr. Bennett Caffee in an automobile ac-
cident. Dr. Mooty thought there might
be a need for his expertise here ... but
had promised to go to Punta Gorda.

He arrived in Punta Gorda on
Saturday and the druggist there had a
number of patients for him to see. On
Tuesday, he returned to Winter Haven
because he had fallen in love with the
beauty of our area and our many lakes.
He sent for his family (who had stayed
in Punta Gorda), and it is said never
regretted his decision.

On Nov. 23, 1926 Winter Haven for-
mally organized a hospital. Dr. Mooty
was heavily involved in this effort and
ultimately spoke at the organizational
meeting on behalf of the community’s
five physicians.

Mooty and daughter Mary

Bob Gernert
Chaasan e,

Bob Gernert is a student of Winter
Haven history and founded the
Museum of Winter Haven History.

Mooty
is remem-
bered as
taking a
sincere
interest in
each of his
patient’s
health and
recovery.
His practice
was very
successful
even
though,
in 1939, cor-
onary problems forced him to modify
and lighten his workload. Josephine
Burr’s book “The History of Winter
Haven” notes that in 1969 at the age of
83, Dr. Mooty still kept office two hours
each day.

The Mootys had a total of five chil-
dren: Mary, Ross H. Jr., A. Frazier, Mark
and Tom. For many years after the
family was grown, Dr. and Mrs. Mooty
lived on 200 acres near what is now
the Winter Haven Country Club. Later
they moved to a home on Eighth Street,
NW. It was there that daughter Mary
returned upon retirement to help and
care for her parents.

Ross Heflin Mooty, M.D.
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Mary graduated from Winter Haven
High School in the 1930s. She went on to
college and ultimately made her career
as an art professor at Florida State
University. It is this Mary Mooty who
also made the decision to fund a com-
munity park dedicated to Winter Haven’s
early pioneers. The late Miss Mooty was
an active member of the Rose Society
and Chamber Beautification Committee
in addition to many other cultural and
artistic pursuits. Fond recollections of
life here during the 1920s led to her de-
cision to make a gift of $100,000 to the
City of Winter Haven for the creation of
“Heritage Gardens” park. The park was
installed at the Woman’s Club property
on Lake Howard. As the building was
restored and a museum established, the
park serves as the perfect complement
to the site.

City of Winter Haven crews maintain
the formal landscape architectural
plans helping to make the most of
Mooty’s gift. It was her hope that the
beauty she created in Heritage Park
would last “as long as there’s a Winter
Haven.”

Mary Mooty
(center) joins
(from left)
Chamber Past
President Carl
Kocher and the
late Charles
Richardson, City
Commissioner at
the dedication of
“Heritage Park”
at the Woman's
Club Building.
Circa 2003.

Mary Mooty died Nov. 8, 2009.

Information for this installment was
taken from a personal interview with
Mary Mooty and The History of Winter
Haven by Josephine Burr.

About the series ... Early in Winter
Haven'’s history, a large Chinaberry tree
grew near the middle of Central Avenue
at the corner of the Snell Bank (now the
Times Square building). It was beneath
this tree that early residents shared the
news and solved the challenges of the
day.

The Museum of Winter Haven History
is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to Noon.
A walking tour of the museum occurs at
10 a.m. each Saturday. There are many
new displays and pieces of Winter Haven
history to see. “People from the Pages
of Our History” is a special focus on ten
individuals and is on display through
May. The museum, located at 660 Pope
Avenue at Lake Howard Drive is free and
open to the public.

Group visits are also available by
appointment. Contact Bob Gernert at
863-206-6855 or bobgernert@gmail.com.

Pride Harvesting, LLC - 132 Temporary workers needed in Sumner,
Pineview, Abbeville,and Hawkinsville, GA . From 4/15/2018 - 7/4/2018.
Vegetables - Workers will perform assigned duties as instructed by their su-
pervisor. All tools, supplies and equipment will be provided at no cost to the
workers. Workers will harvest squash, zucchini, pickles, okra, bell pepper,
eggplant, jalapenos, watermelon, butterbeans, peas and work in packing
house. May be expected to participate in grading, sorting, loading, use of
mechanical harvesting, cultivating and planting equipment. Field picking and
packing. May drive tractor. Three (3) months of experience on a commer-
cial farm needed in field equipment operation. Shovel, haul, spread manure,
dig holes, ditches and trenches. Manually plant, cultivate, harvest, count, load
and unload vegetables (squash and zucchini) weed pulling in peanut, cotton,
watermelon, peas, butterbeans, and green beans. Harvesting peas and water-
melons. Running a butterbean grade line. Workers may also do staking and
tying. No cell phones usage during working hours. Cell phone can only be
used during breaks and emergencies. Duties may include tilling soil, apply-
ing fertilizers, transplanting, raking, cleaning around shed area, thinning or
pruning crops, applying pesticides, cleaning, grading, and packing harvested
product. Lifting requirement 5-60lbs. Work in extreme conditions in outdoor
agricultural fields. Due to possible Date of Need changes, worker is required to
purchase travel insurance if available. We will reimburse the worker for trans-
portation cost (including travel insurance) and subsistence to the employer’s
work site from the place of recruitment upon completion of 50 percent of the
contract period. Transportation payment will be no less (and is not required
to be more) than the most economical and reasonable common carrier trans-
portation charges for the distances involved.. A copy of the work contract or
a copy of the ETA 790 in lieu of a work contract, and any modifications, will
be provided the worker on or before the day work commences. If the em-
ployee is unable or unfit to perform the duties listed after the 14 day pretrial,
the employee may receive warnings, hours may be reduced to the minimum
allowed in the certified petition or may be terminated. At orientation, we will
explain the “Overview of Warnings” and give workers a copy of this form. The
employer may conduct criminal background checks on all new applicants for
employment. The highest of $10.95 per hour or applicable piece rates depend-
ing on crop activity, three fourths guarantee, 35 hours per week, housing and
transportation provided at no cost to workers who cannot reasonably return
to their permanent residence at the end of each work day. Workers must have
valid identification for I-9 preparation when they report to begin work. Com-
plete job description can be found at your local SWA/Job Center. Apply for
this job at the State Workforce/Job Center office in your area, please call for
the nearest office in your area GA 404-656-6000, AL 256-259-1835, FL 866-
482-4473 SC 800-737-2400 using job order GA2050224434.

adno=3557858

You're Invited!

Join Bartow Rotary for our
biggest fundraiser of the year.
Proceeds go towards funding
the various scholarships and
community projects we suppaort.

¢ Bartow Bay Care Hospital
¢ Boswell & Dunlap

¢ Center State Bank

¢ Crown Electric

¢ Gardner Asphalt

¢ Kelley Buick GMC

¢ Lawrence Plumbing

¢ Main Street Auto

¢ Polk County Democrat

¢ Raymond James

3554232

WILD GAME DINNER
BARTIW € ROTARY

Special thanks to all our Sponsors

For more information please visit https://www.facebook.com/BartowRotaryInternational/

March 17, 2018
Leland Young's Barn

(2903 E Central Ave Alturas, FL)
SED per ticket includes dinner,
open bar and door prizes

¢ Spath Jewelers

¢ Stingray Chevrolet

¢ Full Time Construction

¢ IPS Store in Bartow

¢ The Wine Stable

¢ Whidden-McLean Funeral Home

¢ Florida Distillers

¢ Ewing, Blackwelder & Duce Insurance
¢ Leland Young

¢ Pinch a Penny—Lakeland Highlands

adno:
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FROM PAGE 1

involving the owner.
Commissioner Trish
Pfeiffer voted against
the land use change,
saying she would prefer
the land be kept open as
a potential residential
development. The land
owner told the commis-
sion that there were no
residential developers
expressing interest in
the land, that it was
only being used to
raise cattle and that he
wanted to enter into a
contract with TECO.
Morris said each of
the 548,000 solar panels
would be attached to
motors that would move
up to 250 times per day
to focus the panels on
the sun. Morris said
there would be no noise
associated with this

Bartow Planning Director Bob Wiegers shared this map at the Bartow City Commission March 5 showing where each of the three

solar farms will be located.
enough to block any

Longworth was absent

James E. Clements and

PHOTO PROVIDED

Billy Simpson supported

the way in the state in
terms of solar energy,”
Commissioner Simpson
said.

A third solar plant,
called Lake Hancock
Solar, is also in the
works north of Bartow
on the west side of
US98. Bartow Planning
Director Robert Wiegers
said a development
agreement with TECO
has yet to be signed. If
the commission con-
tinues to lead the way,
the solar farm would
produce 50 megawatts
on 350 acres and be
complete by Dec. 2020,
Jacobs said.

According to a
September TECO press
release, over the next
four years, TECO plans
to add six million
solar panels on 10 new
solar farms across West
Central Florida., totaling
around 600 megawatts
of power, or seven

and that the structures nearby views. from the meeting and Commissioners W. the land use change. percent of the energy
used would not be high Commissioner Leo did not vote. Mayor Patrick Huff and W.H. “Bartow is leading generated by TECO.
was signed into law, the into every school by the Million to put a school estimate. used in the Parkland
BYR D National Rifle Association  start of next school year. resource officer into every There does not appear tragedy. The Florida House
sued the state over the age ~ However, the Marjory one of them. There are to be any money in this voted not to even debate
FROM PAGE 1 limit increase. Currently Stoneman Douglas High also more than 600 public  legislation to offset the the subject with every
federal law allows 18-year- ~ School Public Safety charter schools in the costs of building fences Republican voting no and
analysis of SB7026 stated olds to purchase rifles Act does not appear to state. Charter schools were  around schools, purchas- every democrat voting yes.
raising the age from 18 to  and shotguns but not be funded at that level. not specifically cited in the  ing security cameras or The law did not upgrade
21 applied to gun dealers handguns. Superintendent Byrd said ~ legislation and it’s as- funneling school traffic background checks
but did not specifically Members of the Florida ~ the school board currently ~ sumed it would costeven  through one entry/exit or effect high capacity
state that it also applied House adopted the Senate  has $2.6 Million budgeted =~ more than $400 Millionto  point. magazines.
to private dealers. The bill as written. Florida Rep.  to pay for school resource  place officers in those also. Some activists have Two county universi-
analysis stated that the Sam Killebrew (R-Winter officers and that it would Superintendent Byrd said ~ been lobbying for a ban ties already have or are
Second Amendment is Haven), Rep. Ben cost an additional $5 she did not include charter  on assault weapons such planning to have armed
not an unlimited consti- Albritton (R-Lake Wales) Million per year to put an schools in her $7.6 Million ~ as the AR-15 which was staff on campus.
tutional right and that and Rep. Colleen Burton officer into every county
case law dictates that (R-Lakeland) all voted in school.
Americans have arightto  favor. According to the Senate
defend themselves with In February Gov. Scott analysis of SB7026, there
guns but not a right to said his goal was to sign a are around 4,000 public
confront Americans with bill into law that would put  schools in the state and
guns. Hours after the bill a school resource officer that it would cost $400
Jan. 1, 2018. The contract ~ Osceola counties.

RATES

FROM PAGE 1

higher compared to other
county municipalities.
Now that the electric rates
are being lowered, he said
maybe some residents
upset about past rates
would be appeased.

The City of Bartow
began purchasing power
in bulk from the Orlando
Utilities Commission and
the Florida Municipal
Power Agency beginning

‘ ORCHID SOCI

Orchi

.

allows the city to pur-
chase 20 percent of their
power from outside re-
newable energy sources.
Around seven of the 20
percent will be coming
from the city-owned solar
farm opening up a few
weeks from now, Long
said. During the March 5
city commission meeting,
commissioners also dis-
cussed a 30-year contract
to purchase the other
13 percent of renewable
energy from three solar
farms in Orange and

(a/wdmtd/
{0 Do 40§ Jupeed

ETY HIGHLANDS INC.

That contract would
save the city an addi-
tional $5.09 million over
30 years, Long said.
Commissioners have
until March 15 to make a
decision on whether into
enter that contract.

Long and several of the
commissioners said using

solar power long term

may be more affordable
than purchasing energy
from natural gas power

plants because the cost of

natural gas will likely rise
over time.

Sat., March 24", 2018 - 10am to 5 pm
Sun., March 25', 2018 - 10 am to 4 pm

Jack Stroup Civic Center
355 West Center Ave, Sebring, FL

Donation: $3 « Under 12 Free

isplays ® Orchid Vendors * Supplies

Door Prizes, Raffles ¢ People’s Choice Awards

For more information contact:

adno=3547163

Lori Coon at 863-414-3381 or Pete Otway at 863-699-1575
http://orchidsocietyhighlands.org

%%i‘;%

" GREHiD HANiA~

2017 Coachmen Catalina 2018 Coachmen Catalina

SBX 261BHS SBX 251 RLS
Price Reduction $20,900
$18,997

2005 American 2001 Winnebago Rialta
Tradition 40J 22HD
$99,988 $39,988

adno=3552090

1401 S Lake Shore Way - Lake Alfred, FL 33850
(863) 956-1036 - HighwayRV.com
Y HOURS: Weekdays 9am - 5pm - Saturday 10am - 2pm

Closed Sunday
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BArRTOW NEWS

Children’s library spring break programs

Monday, March 26
Family Film, “Hop!” PG
2-4 p.m.
Tuesday, March 27
Spring Origami for ages
6and up 2 - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, March 28
Story time for ages 3 to
5yrs. old 10-10:45 a.m.
Family Book

Ford dealership celebrates 70 years

BARTOW — In 1948,
Harry Truman was
President, a loaf of bread
would run you 14 cents,
and Ernest Smith opened
the doors to the Bartow
Ford store at 495 and 510
W. Main St. WWII hadn’t
been over long, and they
sold used cars and appli-
ances to remain afloat.

Now, 70 years later,
Bartow Ford sits on a

Discussion, Felix Salten’s
Bambi

For ages 9-12, and their
parents or guardians

4-5 p.m.

Thursday, March 29

Book Babies

For 18 mths. to 2 yrs.
and their parents or
guardians

beautiful 30-acre campus
and is one of the most suc-
cessful Ford Dealerships in

the state — and ranks within

the Top 100 of the nation.

That’s reason to
celebrate.

To do so, Bartow Ford is
holding an Open House to
celebrate this anniversary
on Thursday, March 29,
2018 from 5 to 8 p.m., which
will feature a raffle and

10-10:30 p.m.

Katherine Roy’s Angora
Bunnies

Learn about angora
rabbits and how their fur
is spun into yarn, and
pet the rabbits after the
program.

2 -3 p.m.

entertainment. Additionally,
Bartow Ford's Signature Shop
and Service Department
will feature specials that day
only, including The Works (oil
change package) for $19.48.
For more information
about this event or to
schedule an interview with
Benny Robles Jr., contact
Amy Sumerlin 863-533-
0425, ext. 2240, or email
AmySu@BartowFord.com.

Griffin Fertilizer welcomes new vice president

Ben Hill
Griffin, III,
Chairman
of the Board
and C.E.O.
of Ben Hill
Griffin, Inc.
announced

that Mike Roberts was

elected Vice President

of Griffin Fertilizer

Company by the Board of

Directors, Jan. 23, 2018.
Roberts joined Ben

Hill Griffin, Inc. on Nov.

7,2011 as a Sales and

Marketing representative
for the Fertilizer Division.
He was named Division
Manager of Griffin
Fertilizer Company on
Sept. 1, 2014 and current-
ly resides in Winter Haven
with his wife, Patricia.

Specializing in Secondary Roads

~

Deak
Dloom

through
March 31

Fe al Activities

Peak Bloom at Pinewood Estate
Explore the beauty and majesty of Pinewood Estate
this spring as the rooms come alive with a bevy
of fresh flower displays.

Peak Bloom Walking Tours
Complimentary walk‘g tours Mondays
through Saturdays at 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.;
Sundays at 2 p.m. only.

Carillon Classic 5K Run/Wa
March 10

Wine Walk
March 10

Music in the Gardens

Daily Carillon Concerts at 1 p.m. & 3 p.m.

*

Grove, Ranch & Logging Roads - Built & Maintained
Broken Tile, Crushed Tile, Shell Rock - Fill & Rip Rap
Parking Pads - Grading
Residential & Commerical Driveways

* House and Mobile Home Pads

All Material Available For Pickup or We Can Deliver,

Spread and Compact For You!
We Offer Complete Tree and
Land Clearing Services
Tree Removal * Trimming * Shaping * Topping
Lot Clearing * Debris Removal « Stump Grinding

Storm Damage ¢ Overhangs * Cleanup
Back Fill » Yard Restoration * Boulders

We Offer All Types of Concrete Work
WE SELL PROPANE Including MOTOR HOMES!

March 11: Legacy
March 25: Polkweed Muzique

Discover Bok After Dark
March 15: An Epic Fantasy
March 29: Rock the Bok

ON/OFFSITE
WELDING
Fabrication
Emergency

Services

Free
Estimates

Woody Ellison, Owner ¢ Licensed / Insured

4865 State Rd. 60 E., Lake Wales, FL * 863-679-5283

T he Gun Shéﬁ)‘

Big Weekend Even
Buy-S ell-T rade

Bartow, FL

National Guard Armory
649 Cessna St (Bartow Airport)

March 17-18, 2018
$1 000 OF with adult admission

Sat. 9-5 -- Sun. 10-4 Vendors call 865.453.0074
CEWIClasses at 10am, 2pm Only $49 for more info please call 561-2147511'5

3553645

adno=

Live music, events & more!
www.boktowergardens.org

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

>

Visit .
Central Florida.:

N

3557366

Admission 12 & under Free

adno=:

adno=3556675
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OBITUARY

Laurie
Anne Davis
McCraney,
81, of
Bartow,
passed away
on March 9,
2018.

She lived
in Bartow
with her
family for 42
years, having
moved

with her
husband to

Laurie Anne Davis
McCraney

Laurie Anne Davis McCraney

a lovely apartment at the Estates
at Carpenters in Lakeland in
September 2013. Born in Ocala,
Florida, September 9, 1936 to the
late Martin “Buster” Davis and
Laurie Hampton Davis. Always
putting others before herself, she
proudly worked as a Registered
Nurse, a profession that spanned
more than 60 years of dedication
and caring. She would council and
offer guidance to others sharing
her knowledge during this time.
She was preceded in death by
her beloved husband of 59 years,
William Patrick “Bill” McCraney,

her parents, brother, Martin Butch
Davis of Ocala and sister, Patricia
Davis Lennon of Plymouth, MN.
and is survived by her son, David
Patrick McCraney and his wife,
Kimberly Mackenzie McCraney
of Terra Verde, Florida, daugh-
ter, Donna Paige McCraney of
Bartow Florida, grandchildren,
Drew Catherine Hines of New
Jersey, William Tucker Morris of
Bartow, Florida, Devin Beverly
McCraney of Tampa, Florida

and great-grandsons, Aiden and
Roman Morris of Bartow, Florida
and many extended family

members and friends.

A gathering of family and friends
will take place on March 13, 2018
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., with a
memorial service following at 6:30
p.m. at Whidden-Mclean Funeral
Home.

Flowers will be accepted or in
lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the Watson Clinic
Cancer Center Foundation, 100 S.
Kentucky Av. Suite 255, Lakeland,
Florida, 33801.

Condolences may be offered at
www.whiddenmcleanfuneralhome.
com

3557597

adno:

NOTICE OF COMMISSION WORKSHOP

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the City of Fort Meade Commission will hold a work-
shop on Tuesday, March 27, 2018.

The workshop will be conducted at City Hall in the Commission Chambers, 8 W.
Broadway Street, Fort Meade, FL. 33841 on Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 5:30 P.M. to
discuss the local mitigation strategy report.

The workshop will be conducted in accordance to Section 166.041(3)(a) of the Florida
Statutes regarding public meetings.

PLEASE BE GOVERNED ACCORDINGLY.

Melissa Wessell, Deputy City Clerk
City of Fort Meade

Dated this 14th day of March 2018

Get more of what you're looking for in your SUN Newspaper!

"America's BEST Community Daily"

=3554304
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

NOTICE OF LOGIC AND ACCURACY
TESTING OF VOTING EQUIPMENT

CITY OF BARTOW REGULAR ELECTION - APRIL 3, 2018

Pursuant to Florida Statute 101.5612(2) notification is hereby
given that logic and accuracy testing of voting equipment will be
held on Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 3:30 p.m. at the
Supervisor of Elections Operations Center located at 70 Florida
Citrus Blvd., Winter Haven, Florida for the City of Bartow
Regular Election that will be held on Tuesday, April 3, 2018 from
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

All precincts will vote at: BARTOW CIVIC CENTER
2250 S. Floral Avenue, Bartow, FL 33830

Para asistencia en Espaniol, por favor de llamar al (863) 534-5888.
3/14,21,2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF CHANGE IN
POLLING LOCATION

CITY OF BARTOW REGULAR ELECTION
TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 2018

FOR THE CITY REGULAR ELECTION ONLY, your polling location
has been changed to the Bartow Civic Center at 2250 South Floral
Avenue. All registered voters who live inside the city limits are eligible
to vote in this election. Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
For all other elections, vote at the polling location listed on your voter
I.D. card.

All precincts will vote at: BARTOW CIVIC CENTER
2250 S. Floral Avenue, Bartow, FL 33830
Para asistencia en Espaniol, por favor de llamar al (863) 534-5888.

3/14,21.2018

no=3554305

CITY OF BARTOW, FLORIDA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Bartow Planning and Zoning Commission/Local Planning
Agency will hold a Public Hearing at 5:30 p.m. (EST), Monday, March
26, 2018, in the City Commission Chambers, at 450 N. Wilson Ave,
Bartow, Florida. The purpose of this meeting is to review and
recommend action to the City Commission on the following application:

Application #Z-18-02-PD Review and recommendation to the City
Commission of a request to amend the Zoning Map to rezone a 417
(+/-) acre parcel of land from Agriculture to Planned Development. The
PD zoning is to specifically allow for the development of a Utility-owned
Renewable Generation System (e.g. solar generation facility). The
property is owned by Tampa Electric Company, a Florida Corporation,
and is located on the north side of State Road 60; east of the Peace
River in Sections 33 & 34, Township 29S, Range 25E, Polk County
Florida.

All interested persons may appear at the meeting and be heard with respect
to the proposed application. Notice is hereby given pursuant to Chapter
286.0105, F.S., that if a person decides to appeal any decision made with
respect to any matter considered at this hearing, they will need a record of
the proceeding and may need to insure (at their expense) that a verbatim
record thereof is made. A copy of the complete application is available for
inspection at City Hall, 450 N. Wilson Avenue, Bartow, Florida during normal
business hours. If you are a person with a disability who needs any
accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact the City
Clerk’s office at 450 N. Wilson Avenue, Bartow, Florida 33830 or phone (863)
534-0100 within 2 working days of your receipt of this meeting notification; if

vou are hearina or vision imnaired. call 1-800-955-8771. 2dn0-3558156
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The Education Connection
Science lab offers hands on learning

By KATHY LEIG