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UF biotech startup develops insulin injection substitute:
It’s needle-free and painless, pg 5.  
Campus organizations react to Ferguson police shooting:
UF’s NAACP and BSU speak out, pg 3. 

Letters from a killer: Pedro Bravo
Bravo was convicted of the murder of Christian 
Aguilar. We covered the trial; now see exclusive 
letters and drawings sent to us, pgs. 8-9. 
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Football coach 
Will Muschamp has 

instilled discipline 
in his players dur-
ing his time at UF. 

Read the column on 
Page 13.
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Jackie Showers, 47, stands outside the Alachua County Supervisor of Elections Offi ce Tuesday evening.

ELECTIONS

MELISSA MIHM AND RACHEL CROSBY
Alligator Staff Writers mmihm@alligator.org rcrosby@alligator.org

Tuesday’s mid-year elections saw a modest turn-
out in Alachua County, said supervisor of elections 
Pam Carpenter.

More than 30,000 primary votes were cast, put-
ting county voter turnout at about 19.5 percent.

Carpenter said the average turnout for midterm 
elections can range anywhere from 20 to 35 percent. 
She was hoping turnout would be higher because 
Alachua County saw record-breaking turnout dur-
ing early voting, but numbers seemed standard 
Tuesday evening.

“It’s pretty much in line with what we’ve seen be-
fore in past mid-year primaries,” Carpenter said. 

Ted Yoho won the Republican primary for Flor-
ida’s 3rd Congressional District, beating out candi-
date Jake Rush. Yoho received 80 percent of about 
9,800 votes cast in Alachua County. 

In comparison, Glo Smith received 63 percent 
of about 640 votes cast in the county. About 10,800 
votes were cast for Smith within her district, win-
ning the Republican primary for Florida’s 5th Con-
gressional District.

Other primary winners included Republican in-
cumbent Gov. Rick Scott and former Gov. Charlie 
Crist, who won the Democratic primary.

At about 6:40 a.m., Lavon Bracy of Gainesville ar-
rived at her polling station.

After casting her vote in the Thelma A. Boltin Cen-
ter, she remained outside in a small folding chair, 
sitting in the sun and supporting other voters who 

Modest turnout for county’s mid-year elections

SEE ELECTIONS, PAGE 4

� STUDENTS CAN ALSO CALL OR 
EMAIL FOR HELP.

ALYSSA FISHER
Alligator Staff Writer afi sher@alligator.org

The UF Computing Help Desk will 
now listen to your late night technologi-
cal woes when Murphy’s Law strikes. 

After providing 24-hour, 7-day-a-
week technological support for UF On-
line students since May, the UF Comput-
ing Help Desk has extended its service 
hours to all students, faculty and staff.

Tracy Gale, UF Information Tech-
nology communications manager, said 
there are now staff members in Hub 132 
answering the phone and responding to 
emails after the building closes. 

“This is a great resource when you are 
working late and fi nishing assignments,” 
Gale wrote in an email. “We hope these 

extra service hours will be helpful for 
our students, knowing that if an IT issue 
happens at night you have someplace to 
call or email for assistance.”

Some students see the benefi ts when 
it comes to working at late hours. 

“That’s a benefi cial resource,” Mat-
thew Hayes, a UF mechanical engineer-
ing senior, said. “But it won’t change 
how often I use it. I don’t often run into 
those issues at night.” 

Even during the day, issues with e-
Learning, GatorLink and VPN and Wi-
Fi connectivity can now be solved by 
calling or emailing the Help Desk.

UF linguistics exchange student Gera 
Kruithof trekked from her off-campus 
apartment to the Help Desk to look for 
help with her UF email address. 

“It’s quite far here,” she said. “It’s 
great if (students) know about (the new 
hours).”

Hub help desk open 24/7
MELISSA MIHM 
Alligator Staff Writer mmihm@alligator.org

A repeat UF trespasser and thief was ar-
rested Tuesday morning at Marston Science 
Library following an undercover operation, 
according to the University Police.

At about 10:30 a.m., UPD found and iden-
tifi ed James McCray, 34, of Gainesville, in 
Marston.

UPD spokesman Brad Barber said McCray 
has a long history of theft and was on an ac-
tive trespass list compiled by UPD at the time 
of his arrest.

After Detective Jeff Moran approached 
McCray, he said McCray ran and hid in the 
library. 

A UPD press release stated that while Mo-
ran and other uniformed offi cers searched 
for McCray, they received a phone call from 
a student who said his backpack was stolen 

in the building.
A thorough search of the library was con-

ducted, resulting in the discovery of McCray 
in a bathroom stall on a lower fl oor by Inves-

tigator Ernest Hale, accord-
ing to the release. 

Hale ordered McCray 
out of the stall, who was 
still in possession of the 
stolen backpack.

McCray was arrested 
and charged with trespass-
ing after warning and felo-

ny theft. 
Barber encouraged students to report 

crime or suspicious behavior as soon as pos-

sible.
“Students need to come to us when this 

stuff happens,” he said. “That’s how we were 
able to fi nd McCray.”

UF trespasser with theft history 
steals backpack in Marston Lib

McCray
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is a free program that helps 
children prepare for kinder-
garten.  Parent educators 
deliver weekly lesson pack-
ets to parents in the home in 
order for them to learn the 
skills needed to teach their 
child.  HIPPY has different 
special events for parents, 
as well as field trips for the 
entire family. We are filling 
up openings in the program 
this week.

Got something going on? 
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject 
line to cwright@alligator.org. 
To ensure publication in the 
next day’s newspaper, please 
submit the event before 4 
p.m. Please model your sub-
missions after above events 
and keep them 150 words or 
fewer. Improperly formatted 
“What’s Happening” sub-
missions may not appear in 
the paper. Press releases will 
not appear in the paper. 

NEWS BRIEF
Crested Butte to be Bud Light’s 

‘Whatever’ town
DENVER (AP) — Some 
people in normally laid back 
Crested Butte are not up for 
“Whatever” — a secretive 
Bud Light plan to paint their 
mountain town blue and turn 
it into a fantasy town for an 
online and television ad cam-
paign.
Secrecy has been part of the 
“Are you up for Whatever?” 
campaign from its beginning 
at last year’s Super Bowl.

—THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Israeli-Palestinian Film

“5 Broken Cameras,” a prize-
winning Israeli-Palestinian 
film, will be screened today 
at 7 p.m. at the Mennonite 
Meeting House, 1236 NW 
18th Ave.  Discussion will 
follow.

GatorNights’ Kick-Off Event
Kick off the Fall football sea-
son at GatorNights’ Kick-Off 
event Friday from 8 p.m. to 
1 a.m. After watching the 
lady Gators dominate in 
volleyball, come on over to 
the Reitz Union for Stuff-a-
Gator, tailgate food, a Gator 
Chomp competition and 
more. Watch “The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2” in the Reitz 
Union Auditorium with free, 
unlimited popcorn and soda 
included. 
Special collaborations for 
this night include sports 
trivia from our favorite 
Rowdy Reptiles, ice cream 
from Student Government 
and Reunion at the Union 
with Student Activities and 
Involvement. Get to know 
the Career Resource Center 
with a friendly bingo com-
petition. We’ll end the night 
with a live concert in the 
Reitz Union Grand Ballroom 
by Nappy Roots. It’s going 
to be a good day at the Reitz, 
and you don’t want to miss 
it. It’s always Friday and al-
ways free with your Gator 1 
Card at GatorNights.

Nappy Roots to perform at 
GatorNights
Nappy Roots will perform at 
GatorNights’ Kick-Off event 
Friday at 10:30 p.m. in the 
Reitz Union Grand Ballroom.  
The event will be free for 
all UF students with a valid 
Gator 1 Card. Nappy Roots, 
a Southern rap quartet from 
Kentucky, learned interna-
tional success after selling 
more than 3 million copies 
of their album “Watermelon, 
Chicken & Gritz.” 
They are best known for 
their hit singles “Po’ Folks,” 
“Awnaw,” “Roun’ The 
Globe” and “Good Day.” 
The group recently collabo-
rated with Kanye West on a 
single called “These Walls 
(Revisited)”. The group’s 
music can also be heard on 
the soundtracks to the mov-
ies “Daredevil” and “The 
Ladykillers.” 

Third Annual Elephant 
Appreciation Day
Two Tails Ranch in Williston, 
about 20 miles away from 
Gainesville, presents our 
third annual Elephant 
Appreciation Day on Sept. 
20 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Featuring live elephant dem-

os, exotic animal exhibits, 
live music, food and more. 
Admission is $10 per per-
son, and children under 3 
are free. More information 
can be found at allaboutele-
phants.com.

Alpha Kappa Psi, Co-ed 
Business Professional 
Fraternity
Does your resume need 
polishing? Do you cringe 
every time you go through 
an interview? Well then, 
the Alpha Kappa Psi co-
ed business professional 
fraternity is the organiza-
tion to get you on the right 
track. AKPsi is open to all 
majors.  We’re devoted to 
helping our pledges and 
brothers succeed profes-
sionally through mock in-
terviewing, resume devel-
opment and more, while 
also taking part in com-
munity service and social 
activities. 
Whether you will be apply-
ing for internships or jobs 
or entering the profession-
al world, our fraternity will 
help you hone the skills 
necessary to be successful 
in any situation you are 
put in while also making 
new friends. Follow us on 
Facebook at Alpha Kappa 
Psi at UF and on Twitter @
UFAKPsi to stay up to date 
on Fall 2014 Rush. 

No Schedule Change 
in Curbside Waste 
Collection during Labor 
Day Holiday Week
Residential curbside col-
lection for solid waste, re-
cycling and yard trash will 
not be affected during the 
Labor Day holiday week. 
Collection will be accord-
ing to the regular schedule 
since Labor Day is not con-
sidered a holiday for the 
contracted hauler, Waste 
Corporation of America.  
To see a list of holidays that 
will affect residential curb-
side collection, go togaines-
villerecycles.com, click 
on Residential Curbside 
Program and then the link 
to the Holiday Schedule.

Gainesville HIPPY Accepting 
Applications
Gainesville HIPPY is 
now accepting applica-
tions for 3 and 4 year olds. 
HIPPY stands for Home 
Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters. This 

Have an event planned?
Add it to the Alligator’s 

online calendar:
alligator.org/calendar
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Gainesville residents Tia Ma and Herbert Polite Jr. participate in the National Mo-
ment of Silence: Gainesville, a vigil held for the victims of police shootings and 
brutality in front of the Gainesville Police Department on Aug. 14.

MELISSA MIHM
Alligator Staff Writer

After the fatal shooting of Michael Brown 
this month, campus and community leaders 
are shedding light on and raising awareness 
about the events that followed in Ferguson, 
Missouri.  

Journa Cobite, president of the NAACP’s 
UF chapter, said she hopes campus minority 
groups will continue to collaborate.

“I want us to join together to make a broad-
er impact on the community,” said Cobite, a 
21-year-old sociology senior. 

Cobite said the campus’ NAACP chapter 
hosted a forum last week where locals were 
invited to voice their opinions and speak out 
on how they would address similar situations 
in the community. 

The group later posed for a “hands up, 
don’t shoot” photo to honor Brown, the 18-
year-old who was killed after being shot at 
least six times by 28-year-old Ferguson police 
Offi cer Darren Wilson. 

Following his death, Brown’s body re-
mained on the street for four hours. Two days 
later, the FBI opened a civil rights investiga-
tion regarding the fatal shooting.

Ferguson Police did not identify Wilson as 

Brown’s shooter for nearly a week, fueling ral-
lies and riots in the St. Louis suburb.

Supporters of the campus NAACP event in-
cluded UF’s Black Student Union and the cam-
pus chapter of Dream Defenders, a national 
human rights organization. 

Shrisa Reid-Renaud, BSU president and 
21-year-old telecommunication senior, said 
the organization will continue to inform stu-
dents and the public about their rights.

“As a black leader on this campus, my ap-
proach is to be proactive,” she said, noting 
the organization will continue working with 
NAACP and other campus minority groups. 

As of now, a series of meetings are being 
held between NAACP and minority organi-
zations to fi gure out their next move. Reid-
Renaud said they wish to avoid unorganized 
rallies and want to move forward together. 

“We want to remain unifi ed at this time, not 
separated,” Cobite said.

Gainesville Police spokesman Offi cer Ben 
Tobias said the department cannot comment 
on the events in Ferguson but said GPD regu-
larly patrols protests and understands every-
one has the right to speak their minds. He said 
there was a rally outside of the GPD building 
last week concerning Brown. 

“We are here to ensure the safety of any-
one who chooses to speak their mind,” he said. 
“We also have a deep-rooted relationship with 
our community, and we are not going to break 
that trust because we worked very hard for it, 
and it is diffi cult to get back.” 

Campus organizations react to Ferguson police shootings

“I want us to join together to make a 
broader impact on the community.”

Journa Cobite
UF sociology senior



ALEXIA FERNANDEZ
Alligator Staff Writer afernandez@alligator.org

Student senators were quick to kick 
off the new school year with resolutions 
geared toward Fall elections at the fi rst 
UF Student Senate meeting of the semes-
ter on Tuesday night.

Without any naysayers, two reap-
portionment bills for the Fall and Spring 
elections were approved. Changes in 
student population in on-campus and 
off-campus housing, as well as college 
enrollment, dictate the number of stu-
dent senators allotted to a district, col-
lege or classifi cation. 

Judiciary Chairman Bronco Vuskovich 
and Sen. Jason Richards introduced the 
bills along with Senate President Pro-
Tempore Joseph Michaels.

“I think both bills are the most accu-
rate description of where the seats should 
be,” Michaels said after the meeting.

This Fall, District A, which includes 
ZIP codes 32601, 32609 and 32614, 
gained one more senate seat for a total 
of 10 seats. District C, which only serves 
ZIP code 32607, lost one seat, dropping 
to six seats.

District B’s seven senate seats in ZIP 
codes 32603, 32605, 32606 and 32653 
were unaffected, as well as District D’s 
13 senators in ZIP code 32608. District 
E, which represents areas outside of the 
listed ZIP codes surrounding campus, 

retained its sole senate seat.
For Spring elections, Warrington Col-

lege of Business Administration gained 
one seat, for a total of three senators. The 
sophomore class lost one seat, with six 
remaining seats left.

Supervisor of Elections Hans Rojas 

also presented a contingency plan for the 
upcoming elections. He said he worked 
to avoid any technical glitches that might 
affect voting.

The campaign season begins Tues-
day. Elections will be held on Sept. 30 
and Oct. 1.
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UF Senators Jason Richards, left, and Bronco Vuskovich present Fall and Spring 
reapportionment bills during Tuesday night’s Senate meeting.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Student Senate passes reapportionment

� 1,500 PANTHER AND 2,200 
BLACK BEAR SIGHTINGS HAVE 
BEEN REPORTED

PATRICK PINAK
Alligator Contributing Writer

As cities continue to expand, Florida 
panther and bear sighting photos are help-
ing state biologists better understand these 
predators’ changing habitats, the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion reported this week. 

Two years ago, the agency started ask-
ing the public to submit panther sighting 
locations and photos, said Darrell Land, 
FWC panther team leader.  And as of last 
year, it began asking for bear sighting in-
formation, too.

“With the explosion of cameras and trail 
cameras, there are a lot of opportunities for 
the public to help panther work simply by 
sharing their pictures,” Land said.

For instance, Land said fi nding a female 
panther north of the Caloosahatchee River 
would be signifi cant because it could mean 
the endangered population is increasing.

There are only 100 to 180 panthers in 
Florida with most sightings in the south.

About 1,500 panther sightings were re-
ported as of June, and 275 of those sight-
ings included photos. Land said some 
people have mistaken house cats for pan-
thers, so photos make the sightings more 
credible. 

There have also been about 2,200 Black 
bear sightings and almost a quarter of 
those reports contained photos. 

These predators are harder to track in 
rural areas, said Brian Scheick, FWC bear 
research biologist, which is why the agen-
cy reaches out to outdoor enthusiasts. 

“It will be useful to know if bears are 
becoming more common in rural areas,” 
Scheick said. “We might have to do things 
like put in bear-proof garbage cans.”

Sighted: 
Florida pan-
thers, bears

19.5 percent turnout with 30,000 ballots cast

made the trip to the polls.  
Bracy said she even sat 

outside through lunch, en-
couraging others to exercise 
their civic duty. 

“I haven’t missed voting 
since I was 21 years old and 
now I’m 65,” she said, add-
ing that she raised her two 
children to be active voters as 

well. 
Bracy said turnout seemed 

mild at her Precinct 27 sta-
tion, slowing down through-
out the day. 

Karen Fisher, a teacher for 
the Alachua County School 
District, pulled up to the same 
polling station at about 6 p.m. 
to vote.

By then, the center was 
nearly empty, but Fisher cast 
a ballot anyway.

“Using your right to vote is 

vitally important,” she said. 
Carpenter said Tuesday’s 

election went smoothly.
Though a few machines 

were not operating correctly 
early in the day, she said the 
machines were replaced.

“All of the votes have been 
tabulated,” she said.

Precinct 6 caused a short 
delay in reporting fi nal num-
bers because of a phone line 
error.

Poll workers were not able 
to send the votes in remotely 
and instead had to physically 
drive the ballot results back.

Final numbers came in a 
little after 9 p.m.

ELECTIONS,
from page 1

“I haven’t missed 
voting since I was 21 
years old and now I’m 

65.”
Lavon Bracy

Alachua County resident
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Pop Focus
UF students listen as PepsiCo marketing intern Aguis Mejia speaks during a social media focus group 
hosted by PepsiCo at Fresh Food Company in Broward Dining on Tuesday.

� IT’S NEEDLE-FREE.

ARIANA FIGUEROA
Alligator Contributing Writer

A UF biotechnology startup 
has launched a $1 million cam-
paign to create a painless solu-
tion for insulin injections. 

Prometheon Pharma has 
launched an Indiegogo cam-
paign to begin the research and 
development of a biodegrad-
able, needle-free insulin patch 
to improve the lives of millions 
living with Type 1 and Type 2 
diabetes.

The biotech startup was 
formed in 2011 by former UF 
faculty member Stephen Hsu. 

The patches will be almost 
transparent and vary in size 
depending on the insulin dose, 
said Hsu, the chief executive of-
fi cer and founder of Promethe-
on.

“Depending on how much 
a patient needs, the patch can 
be as big as 5 centimeters or as 
small as a 1-centimeter dot,”  
Hsu said. 

The majority of insulin from 
injections doesn’t get absorbed, 
Hsu said.  With the patch, the 
insulin can dissolve through a 
very thin layer of the skin, mak-
ing it painless and safer for pa-
tients, he said.

“I think that ultimately, 
everything that we produced 
is aimed at advancing health 
care,” Hsu said. 

Abigail Devonmille, a 
19-year-old UF advertising 
sophomore, has been living 
with Type 1 diabetes for more 
than 10 years.

“I have scarring on my skin 
from injecting myself,” Devon-
mille said. 

She said she currently uses 
an insulin pump, but she has 
had problems in the past with 
injections as she would some-
times hit an artery. 

“This pump is always at-
tached to me, and if I can have 
something like a patch, that 
would be so convenient,” De-
vonmille said.

The patches will also cost 
about 25 percent less than nee-
dles, Hsu said. 

“We want to make it equal 
access to everyone,” he said.  

Hsu doesn’t plan on stop-
ping with insulin patches. He 
wants to work on developing 
other drugs with the patch plat-
form technology.

“It’s not just a patch for in-
sulin, but we’re going to test 
for vaccines, antidepressants, 
antibiotics and all other kinds 
of things,” he said.

Prometheon hopes the Indi-
egogo campaign will support 
its patch research and move 
it one step closer to being ap-
proved by the Food and Drug 
Administration. The Indiegogo 
campaign runs until Sept. 8. So 
far, the campaign has raised 
more than $10,000.  

Devon Grimmé, the director 
of business development at Pro-
metheon, said, “Since insulin is 
already approved by the FDA, 
it won’t take as long to get ap-
proved and that $1 million will 
get us one step toward human 
trials and on the market.”

“If all goes well, and we get 
that money, we should be on 
the market by 2018,” he said.

UF biotech startup 
develops painless 
insulin injection

HEALTH

NOELIA TRUJILLO
Alligator Contributing Writer

A student organization is re-
minding students to look after more 
than just their physical health.

Awareness Wellness Ambassa-
dors Reaching Everyone (AWARE), 
a peer-to-peer ambassador program 
for UF’s Counseling and Wellness 
Center, seeks to promote mental 
health and reduce the stigma of 
seeking help, said Collin Vernay, 
AWARE coordinator and involve-
ment undergraduate intern. 

The program continually strives 
to reach more students and target 
populations, especially groups that 
are at risk for mental health issues, 
he said. 

This year, AWARE will imple-
ment more original events aimed at 

empowering people to live healthier 
mental lifestyles. 

“One of the problems we face is 
there is a high demand for the Well-
ness Center, but there are only so 
many resources,” Vernay, a 21-year-
old UF psychology and sociology se-
nior, said. “We want to lead people 
in living mindfully and building up 
the protective factors that reduce the 
likelihood of mental health issues 
developing in the fi rst place.” 

The lack of understanding about 
mental health creates a bad name 

around it, said Madeline Bieda, a 20-
year-old UF psychology junior.

“If people viewed mental disor-
ders for what they really are, which 
are diseases as real as anything from 
cancer to the common cold, they 
wouldn’t stigmatize people who 
have them so much,” she said. 

Co-founder of AWARE and 
UF alumna Shari Godwin, 22, said 
bringing the conversation about 
mental health issues to a relatable 
level is key to reducing the stigma.

The center provides services and 
hotlines for students with personal 
mental health concerns, as well as 
those with concerns for their friends, 
she said.

AWARE is recruiting members 
through Sept. 9, and applications 
are live on its web page at counsel-
ing.ufl .edu/cwc/aware.aspx.  

“If we can put a face and 
shed some light on it, we 
can show it happens and 

that it’s not unusual.”
Collin Vernay

AWARE coordinator
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Poor schools, more student incarcerations
I have been in the Florida school system all my life. 

Although my public education worked to my ad-
vantage, that is not always the case for minority stu-

dents like myself. A major problem in the American edu-
cation system today is the school-to-prison pipeline.  

The school-to-prison pipeline involves deep, integrated 
cooperation between state government agencies, law en-
forcement and the private prison industry. 

The state helps funnel many children into the path 
of the prison system by adopting harsh zero tolerance 
policies.

That allows police to arrest students on school cam-
puses for minor infractions such as fist fights and dress 
code violations. 

To make a profit, private prison companies set quotas 
on the amount of prisoners needed to fill prison cells.

That creates an incentive to incarcerate as many of-
fenders as possible. 

As a result, law enforcement target poorer minority 
communities at a higher rate than usual. 

This practice is irresponsible and morally wrong. 
To put the school-to-prison pipeline into perspective, 

about 12,000 Florida students were arrested a nearly 
14,000 times in 2013. Arresting young people of color 
at this rate has potentially irreversible effects and is a 
display of blatant discrimination. 

Being arrested at a young age can shatter a child’s 
trust of authority. 

And he or she may come to see school as a hostile, 
unwelcoming place. 

Repeated infractions can lead to serious felony of-
fenses, which set these children up for failure. 

Our country’s current method of correcting behavior 
prefers trimming weeds, rather than pulling them out 
by the roots. 

A more productive method would be to shift away 
from the punitive approach by mentoring students, 

maximizing the use of guid-
ance counselors and including 
parents in the correction pro-
cess. This tactic actually worked 
in Miami-Dade and Broward 

Counties. 
In 2013, school districts and the NAACP partnered 

together and succeeded in cutting in-school arrests in 

half. 
Despite these improvements, the state of Florida still 

leads the country in school-based arrests. 
Although new methods have been more effective in 

reducing the number of student arrests and incarcera-
tions, they still do not address the true root of the issue: 
poverty. 

Poor communities need the resources that affluent 
communities take for granted, such as full funding for 
public schools. 

Millions of dollars of desperately needed education 
funding have been gutted by the Florida Legislature un-
der Gov. Rick Scott’s authority. Creating and enabling 
the privatization of prisons is not a viable solution. 

It will not curb the spread of poverty or the expan-
sion of the school-to-prison pipeline.

Every American child, regardless of race or socio-
economic status, deserves access to a quality public 
education. 

The prison-industrial complex emphasizes profits 
more than empowering our underprivileged youth. 

Making money off of the imprisonment of black and 
brown boys is disgraceful and irresponsible. Dealing 
with mass incarcerations remain unfinished business in 
our state and our country. Divest from private prisons. 
Invest in our future.

Harold Joseph is a political science junior. His columns 
usually appear on Tuesdays.

33 TOTAL VOTES

47% YES
53% NO

Vote or post a message at www.alligator.org

Tuesday’s question: Did you vote in the 
primaries?

Today’s question: Have you ever used the UF IT Help 
Desk in the Hub?

Koch influence 
on FSU sets risky 

precedent
Despite never having held any elected office, Charles and 

David Koch are two of the best-known, most influential 
political figures in the U.S. The brothers, who own and 

operate the megacorporation Koch Industries, have spent vast 
amounts of money on political advertising and campaign dona-
tions in recent years. 

The Koch brothers promote a deeply conservative, anti-
government approach to public policy — one that aligns closely 
with their business interests. 

The political activities of the Koch brothers have been well 
documented by the media. However, one of their endeavors, 
which could have a significant impact on a major Florida uni-
versity, has been largely ignored.

Over the past several years, the Koch brothers and their af-
filiated groups have donated millions of dollars to a number of 
American colleges and universities.

Among these donations was a $1.5 million contribution to 
the Florida State University Department of Economics given by 
Charles Koch in 2008. The donation included a stipulation that 
allowed Koch to select members of an advisory committee with 
veto power over new faculty hires.

News of this arrangement between Koch and the university 
first surfaced in 2011. However, the Kochs’ relationship with 
FSU has come under scrutiny during the university’s search for 
a new president.

Many members of FSU’s presidential search committee have 
ties to the Koch brothers and to the American Legislative Ex-
change Council (ALEC), a conservative policy organization 
heavily supported by the Kochs. 

The leading candidate for the FSU presidency, Sen. John 
Thrasher, R-Fla., is currently the chairman of Gov. Rick Scott’s 
re-election campaign. Scott has received immense support from 
the Koch brothers for his hard-line conservative and pro-corpo-
rate stances. Like the Kochs, Thrasher is known as a strong op-
ponent of unions, particularly in the public sector. 

FSU students, alumni and faculty have protested Thrasher’s 
front-runner status as part of a broader complaint about the lack 
of student representation in academic decisions. 

These attempts by the Koch brothers and their allies to con-
trol the academic environment at FSU should be troubling to all 
college students in Florida and around the country.

The purpose of the university system is to enable students to 
receive the best possible education to prepare them for their ca-
reers. Academic freedom in America’s colleges and universities 
should not be sold to the highest bidder. 

If the Koch brothers are able to run roughshod over the inter-
ests and values of the FSU student community, it seems likely 
that they and other wealthy, politically inclined Americans will 
replicate this strategy at other universities.

University administrators and faculty members should be 
evaluated based on their qualifications and not on whether their 
political beliefs align with those of wealthy donors. 
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Starting college can be an excit-
ing yet daunting experience. It’s 
not surprising that with all the 

stress that comes with it, some new 
students gain the dreaded Freshman 
15. A study published in Nutrition 
Journal found that nearly a quarter 
of freshmen gain at least 5 percent of 
their body weight during their fi rst 
semester, an average of about 10 
pounds in just a few months.   

In an effort to help students 
look and feel great, the movement 

toward of-
fering more 
plant-based 
meals is 
taking root 

on college campuses nationwide. In 
fact, there are about 200 universities 
leading the change with Meatless 
Mondays in their dining halls. 

Why take a weekly holiday from 
meat? In recent decades, our meat 
consumption has increased dramat-
ically — along with our waistlines, 

blood pressure and cholesterol. 
Eating healthier plant-based 

meals not only helps our physical 
health, but it also lightens our car-
bon footprint.

According to the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United 
Nations, animal agriculture is “one 
of the top two or three most signifi -
cant contributors to the most serious 
environmental problems, at every 
scale from local to global.” 

Factory farms — where nearly 

all of our meat comes from  —  are 
major culprits in climate change. 
These animal factories create huge 
amounts of manure that pollute the 
soil, water and air. 

Thankfully, it’s never been eas-
ier to take a positive step toward 
safeguarding our health while also 
protecting the planet and helping 
animals. Choosing simple, delicious 
options once a week can make a big 
difference. How about swapping 
those chicken nuggets with meat-

free nuggets, or choosing veggie 
and bean burritos instead of carni-
tas burritos? Eating out is easy, too. 
With options like Chipotle Mexican 
Grill and Denny’s serving up hearty 
meat-free fare and with Indian, Thai 
and Mexican restaurants that regu-
larly offer delicious, plant-based 
dishes, the options are endless.

Bon appétit! 
Eddie Garza is a food policy coor-

dinator for The Humane Society of the 
United States.     

Stay lean and green this semester with Meatless Mondays

Being a transfer student can be hard — but it will be OK
On my fi rst day of classes as a UF 

transfer student, I wasn’t lost. I 
knew exactly where I was.

When I attended the transfer Preview in 
April 2013, I anxiously waited for it to end so 
that I could pick my classes.

I thought because I had moved from Mi-
ami to attend Santa Fe College, and I already 
knew the UF campus like the back of my 

hand, I had nothing 
to worry about. In 
some ways, this was 
true. But I wasn’t as 
ready as I thought.

I was a little fi sh 
(or Gator) in a sea of people who had already 
been here for a while, and it was going to be 
lonely at times.

After a year here, I can say: It gets better.
This school can be intimidating at fi rst, 

but remember you’re a Gator too.
Whether it’s Greek life, the Gator March-

ing Band or even a publication, there’s some-
thing waiting to make you feel at home.

The only way you won’t transition into 
your new home is if you don’t try. 

Most importantly, just because you made 

it to UF doesn’t mean it’s time for school-
work to take a back seat. Put as much effort 
as you did trying to get into UF into your 
classes.

Make the most of your time in the Gator 
Nation. It’s your home for the next two (or 
more) years. 

Ellen Villafuerte is a UF journalism senior and 
an Alligator copy desk chief.    

Guest column

Eddie Garza
Speaking Out

Ellen 
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Speaking Out
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ALEX HARRIS
Alligator Staff Writer aharris@alligator.org

Pedro Bravo is a murderer.
So said the jury, who found him guilty of the 

murder of his friend, Christian Aguilar.
“That is not a label I gave him,” Christian’s fa-

ther, Carlos Aguilar, told the media after the ver-
dict. “It is a label he gave himself.”

But Bravo gave himself other labels, as re-
vealed in a series of letters and drawings he sent 
to the Alligator.

Alligator Staff Writer Chris Alcantara, who 
has since graduated, began corresponding with 
Bravo while he was in the Alachua County Jail.

The letters are written in the same style seen in 
Bravo’s journal, which was fi lled with song lyrics, 
moody quotes and brooding about his girlfriend, 
Erika Friman, and his future.

His favorite sad song, he said, is “Sparks” by 
Coldplay.

The writing is small, neat and precise. In care-
ful, delicate lines, Bravo revealed that he grew up 
in Hialeah before moving 
to Sweetwater to attend 
Doral Academy, where he 
fi rst met Erika and Chris-
tian.

“I remember growing 
up as a child we never had much of anything, but 
my parents did everything they could to make it 
a happy childhood,” he wrote.

Bravo had a group of friends he was close with, 
including Erika, Christian and several friends he 
hung out with often in Gainesville.

“I am different with a strange but pleasing 
sense of humor, friendly though rather shy, but 
once I am out of my shell since I think I have got-
ten to know you better I 
can be a real good friend,” 
he wrote.

Bravo liked to volun-
teer, especially at animal 
shelters. He told the jury 
the Alachua shelter was 
one of the fi rst places he 
visited in Gainesville.

He was an honors 
student. While attending 
Doral, he’d worked on 
his dual degree at Miami 
Dade College. He had 
a scholarship to Florida 
International University 
to study biomedical engi-
neering.

But he wasn’t happy 

there.
In his turn on the 

stand, Bravo told the 
jury he and his friends 
would dismiss FIU. As 
honors students, they 
joked that if they failed 
in college, “at least I can 
get into FIU.”

Bravo applied to no 
other college, but as-
sured the jury that he had the grades and extra-
curriculars to get into UF.

Right around high school graduation, the ten-
sions between Bravo and Erika, who had been 
dating more than two years, became unbearable.

She was unhappy, he said. She’d tried to end 
the relationship in December, but Bravo begged 
her to give it another shot. In June, however, she 
put her foot down. 

“Things had escalated in our relationship. I 
didn’t feel the same as when we began dating. It 
was complicated,” she told the jury.

Bravo was deeply upset by the breakup. 
Erika was moving on, moving up to Gainesville 
to attend Santa Fe, while he was still in Miami, at 
FIU. She didn’t want to do long distance.

At FIU orientation, he said the feeling of being 
someplace he shouldn’t was overwhelming, so he 
decided to move to Gainesville in hopes of a fresh 
start and rekindling things with Erika.

“I moved up to Gainesville for college (sic) but 
one of the reasons was also to ease or speed up the 

change from being dependent to 
independent,” he wrote.

He arrived in late August, 
moving into Spyglass Apartment 
Y177 with random roommates.

He began to fi nd his footing 
in Gainesville.  He signed up for 
classes: art and chemistry. He 
caught up with old friends and 
began running every other day 
“to blow off steam.”

He liked playing video 
games, describing himself as a 
“PC gamer at heart.” He was ac-
tive on his Steam account, a mas-
sive online video game store, 
particularly the game “Atom 
Zombie Smasher.”

But the two hobbies he held 
most dear were the two most 
dissected on the stand.

“He did do graffi ti. He was 
very artistic — is very artistic,” 
Erika told the jury.

Bravo told the jury he was 
interested in everything from 
painting on the 34th Street Wall to notebook 
sketches for friends. His journal is fi lled with 
doodles, both elaborate and casual.

“Art is like oxygen for me, (sic) what else can 
cool the mind and tame the heart than the cun-
ning mastery of a brush or pencil,” he wrote.

In jail, his artistic options were more limited. 
He drew with a black safety pen and watercol-
ored with the dye on peanut M&Ms.

“Ever held a pack of M&M’s and have the col-
or transfer to your palms. Eureka,” he wrote.

Bravo told the jury the shovel he bought, which 
the state proved was used to bury Christian, was 
for his new hobby of moss graffi ti.

He collected soil and lichen samples, blended 
them with buttermilk and thickeners, and then 
sprayed them onto walls. With regular misting, 
the shapes would grow into natural art.

When he was younger, Bravo dabbled in play-
ing violin. He’s also a self-proclaimed history 
nerd. He told the jury his Internet searches for 
“types of unsolved murders” were prompted by 
a particularly scintillating History channel show.

Musically, he likes sounds from the 1950s, in-
die rock, classical and hip-hop.

He especially likes listening to music while he 
goes on “aimless drives” in an effort to lose him-
self on the road. All friends who testifi ed agreed 
that Bravo loved to drive.

Much of his testimony about the night of 
Christian’s murder centered on Bravo’s affi nity 
to drive without a destination in mind.

The driving calmed him, Bravo said. Especial-
ly during the fi rst few weeks in Gainesville, when 
the suicidal thoughts he’d been battling for the 
past four years became stronger.

This was compounded by Bravo’s relationship 

with his parents. They weren’t happy with him 
leaving FIU, or with how he spent money, or with 
how he wrecked his car a few weeks prior.

His father said their relationship had gone 
“from bad to worse.”

Bravo tried to tell other friends about it, but 
he said they didn’t understand. His close friend 
Rosa Felibert “looked at me like she wanted to rip 
my head off.”

He had his friends take all the knives from his 
house, just in case. On the stand, other friends 
said Bravo “played the suicide card” often. 

Bravo wanted to speak with a friend who 
could relate, he told the jury. So he arranged to 
meet Christian at the UF Hub and discuss his sui-

cidal thoughts.
In his journal, he wrote at length about those 

feelings.
“I got my heart broken, I went through a per-

sonal hell only the confi nes of this book knows,” 
he wrote.

These feelings came to a head on Sept. 20, 2012 
— the night of Christian’s murder.

Bravo denies murdering his friend. He said he 
left Christian beaten but alive, and he said was off 
attempting suicide after.

His last entry in his journal, from that night, 
was a suicide note:

 “Im sorry. There is no right way to explain 
why Im doing this;

Im selfi sh, inconsiderate, and hopeless.
I dont want to be forgiven; I dont deserve it.
I just want to stop hurting and I want to be 

happy.

Maybe I was wrong, maybe this was the big-
gest mistake ever

But for far too long I have felt this way. Now 
it ends

This would be easier with you who miss me to 
be mad at me

To remember all my faults, to be angry at me
So your anger may take hold over your sad-

ness
I am fl awed but now those fl aws come to an 

end
Hopefully I will be happy.
- Pedro A. Bravo”
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BUY IT. SELL IT. FIND IT. 373-FIND

Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

SS & VA ARE WELCOME!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

12-10-73-1

Don't forget to tell them:

"I found it in The Alligator!"

4BR/4BA COUNTRYSIDE at the UNIVERSITY. 
W/D, own microwave & small refrigerator, full 
bath & walk-in closet. Utils and cable up-
grade w/ internet. On 2 buslines. $400/mo 
352-281-4588    8-29-14-15-1

Roommates Wanted: Campus Walk- 914 
SW 8th Ave. 2BR in 4BR/2BA. Furnished. 
$400/mo. All utils except elec incl. Right next 
to campus, on UF bus routes 121,126,127. 1 
yr lease. Call Danny 954-805-1101.   8-28-
14-10-1

Countryside 4000 sw 23rd st, Furnished, 3rd 
floor- pool view- bus line 9 & 35, 375.00 mo 
incl $50 elec allowance- yr lease, 250.00 
dep., Cable & Internet inc., Males - only 
studious-nonsmoking. Not a party place. No 
pets/1 cat ok. Bonus avail. for bringing room-
mates. 3 rooms avail now. Call 941 661 7865 
lv. Msg .   8-27-14-8-1

FIRST TWO MONTHS FREE! Room avail-
able at Royal Village Apartments. Walk to 
campus. 12 month lease. 3 bed/ 2 bath. 
Application fee waived.  Call Maruice at 561-
367-1148    9-3-14-10-1

3 Rooms for Rent, 4BR house, 14 blks from 
Campus. Safe & Secure NW neighborhood. 
Great Deck & Yard, Clean, Nicely Furn, new 
appl. $495/mo includes util, year lease. 
Contact AL (561) 718-5893.    8-27-14-5-1

2 BRs available now in a 4BR/4 BATH fur-
nished apt at COUNTRYSIDE.  $325/BR/MO; 
Female Students Preferred; Hi-speed Internet 
included in rent; Additional Utility Package 
Offered; HD TV, DVD, Washer, Dryer, walk 
in closet; individual leases; on bus Routes 9, 
35 & 36; Call or text Jigisha @ 813.731.7747/
email Jigishanyc@yahoo.com    8-27-14-5-1

CAMPUS WALK CONDOS
4/2 CONDO FOR RENT

EACH ROOM IS $299/MONTH 
INCLUDES UTILITIES

CALL 352-278-9347 OR VISIT
WWW.BOGARTPROPERTIES.COM

8-27-14-5-1

●High Springs Riverfront Guest Cottage●
 on ten private acres avail for short-term lease.

Enjoy a unique and memorable
sojourn in nature. Check out

Horsepower Farms Treehouse on Airbnb.com
8-28-14-5-1

UNIVERSITY COMMONS across from
campus
4/2 condo for rent
each room is $325 includes utils
First month FREE
Call Ralph 239-370-8735    8-28-14-5-1

Windsor Park-3/3. 2nd fl, wash/dry. FM look-
ing for 2 students. Own B/B, on bus stop 
near UF. Pool, hot tub, tennis, gym, $375/mo  
+ 1/3 util. 407-810-3489  8-29-14-6-1

one bedroom/one bath in 4br/4bath condo
$350/mo. Countryside condominiums, 4000 
SW 23rd St. Includes Internet, cable TV,
laminate flooring, washer & dryer.
Furnished or unfurnished. 1st floor
location. Students only. Call Bill, (407)
620-0401.    8-29-14-5-1

Female roommate wanted
Southfork Oaks - 43rd St
$400/mo; split utilities
call/text Jess 321-289-2182
Note: I have 2 cats       9-3-14-7-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

2BR APT $475/mo
1BR apt $425/mo
Small pet ok. 352-372-1201 or 352-213-3901    
12-10-14-73-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dryer 
included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 352-538-2181 lv message    
12-10-14-73-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-10-14-168-2 

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

MADISON ON 20th - 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th St. 1BR/$475, 
2BR/$595. 335-7066, visit us on Facebook or 
Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  12-10-14-
73-2

● Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$460 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!
No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

8-29-14-92-2

***Bellaproperties.net***
Grad complex close to UF Health& VA .

ON RTS 12 stops at complex .Palm Villas
(2/2 & 3/1) 4205 sw 31 st dr. 352-335-5424

8-29-14-30-2

******* STUDENTS *******
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Houses & Apartments. 
Walk or Bike to UF. Call Now 870-2760.    
8-29-14-15-2

HUGE 3 X 2 HOUSE
Near UF Law School. Central AC/heat, wood 
floors, dining room, fireplace, sun room.  
Great yard. Nice neighborhood. $1195. Call 
352-665-8166    9-2-14-9-2

3 Bdr/2ba house W/D hook up,
Archer Road area across from Target. 

$1200/ mo inc. water & lawn care.
$1200 sec deposit. Dogs ok. 352-213-1567.
8-29-5-2

2BR/2BA HOUSE + carport $775/mo
1BR/1BA APT D $500/mo.
1103 NW 4th St. 32601. Available Now.
Near UF. 352-278-4461 or 352-359-1644    
9-15-14-15-2

1BR Cottage $495
Small pet ok. 352-372-1201 or 352-213-3901    
9-22-14-20-2

Sorority Row Area!
Beautifully remodeled 2BR/1BA with granite 
countertops, W/D. $875/mo. 352-505-5049    
10-6-14-30-2

Sorority Row Area!
Best deal for 3BR/1BA! Walk to class! $900/
mo. 352-505-5049    10-6-14-30-2

2BR 1 BA HOUSE WALK TO UF AND 
MIDTOWN. 2703 NW 2nd Ave. 950 sq. ft. 
Central h/a, laundry room, large screened 
porch. No Pets. 1st, last, sec with approved 
credit. $40 app fee. 352-332-5836    8-29-
14-5-2

We have A unit available in Tower Village: as 
well as: A unit available in Holly Heights.
call-3522245011      8-29-14-5-2

4/2 apt just blocks from stadium $275per 
room must have 4 Only 1 left NoPets 352-
231-3002 www.hodgeprop.com 1740 NW 
3rd Pl    9-15-14-14-2

House 4/3, 1 mile to UF. Close to Law School 
2100 sq ft, 2816 W Univ Ave. 1 yr lease. 
$1600/mo. Sec dep $1200. W/D. Cats ok, 
dogs w/ approval. Contact nghe@msn.com 
or call 352-327-2931    9-3-14-5-2

Don’t get stuck with an extra rent payment. 
Advertise your subleases in the Alligator 
Classifieds and save yourself some cash. 
Call 373-FIND.

1/1 in 2/2 CabanaBeach $480 Reduced 
Price ALL INCLUSIVE! Fully furnished. W/D 
in unit. Available NOW. Internet and cable 
with HBO. I'll throw the lease-signing gift! 
Call/text 239-246-0479    8-29-4-3

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

Mature male looking for roommate. 3/2 apt 
w/ pool $450/mo includes cable, utils & W/D. 
Available 8/22. Call 352-301-2352    8-29-
14-7-4

Share house with 1 other, FEMALE,
own room,own bath, free internet,washer/
dryer/porch. large backyard,I have 2 CATS, 
no other pets permitted,furn or not room 
$375+1/2 util 352-215-8602 or 336-9285    
8-28-14-5-4

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
12-10-73-5

Office Condo 1680 sq ft
NW 39th Ave and 43rd St.
Agent Jonathan 871-7975      8-29-14-6-5

Condo 1bedroom 1 bath,
walk to UF $37,500.
Agent Jonathan 871-7975        8-29-14-6-5

Condo, 3/2, townhouse format, immacu-
late condition, Near UF, 215 NW 34 St.,
garage and all appliances $ 135,000.00
email: Aharrow001@gmail.com
for video or photos call 813-965-1202.    9-2-
14-5-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 can 
deliver.      12-10-73-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        12-10-73-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        12-10-73-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   12-10-73-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       12-10-73-6

Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.

COMPUTER HELP AND REPAIR
Call John @ Just PC's

Virus Removal, Cracked Screen
Tutorials, Upgrades, Office

352-246-2231, 6515 NW 36 Terr
9-30-14-73-7

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus On-Line Auctions●
are underway…bikes, computers, furniture,
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in
bidding go to: SURPLUS.UFL.EDU 392-0370
12-10-14-72-10

 
GOATS FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925      12-10-73-10

 

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

12-10-14-73-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Great Scooters, Service & Prices!

118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271
Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com

facebook.com/newscooters4less
12-10-14-73-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
12-10-14-73-11

★★★★Road Rat Motors★★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $999. 1-2yr 
warranties with roadside assistance includ-
ed. 376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com   12-10-
14-73-11

Road Rat Motors offers FREE pickup ser-
vice for any paid scooter repair. LOWEST 
labor rate, quickest turnaround in town! Will 
repair ANY brand scooter. Free estimates. 
376-6275. RoadRatMotors.com    12-10-14-
73-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

12-10-14-73-11
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Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   12-
10-14-73-11

★★★  WWW.SWAMPCYCLES.COM  ★★★
Scooters & Motorcycles ● Sales & Service 
Quality, Experienced, Certified Technicians.

Close to Campus, Lowest Prices.
633 NW 13th St. 352-373-8823

12-10-73-11

ccmotorcycletraining.com
2 days $150 weekdays or weekends G-ville/
Starke/Palatka 352-331-0131 train on motor-
cycles or scooters State certified Co & Trainers    
12-10-14-73-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●
 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
12-10-14-73-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!
6 MONTHS TO PAY
DOWN PAYMENT!!!
352-375-9090                     12-10-73-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTAL
ALL VEHICLES 2014
3630 N MAIN ST
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090                    12-10-73-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTAL
EASY TO RENT!!!!
NO CREDIT CARD REQUIRED!
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090                   12-10-73-12

GET INTO A VEHICLE $100 & UP
PAYMENTS YOU CAN AFFORD
6 MONTHS TO PAY TAX, TITLE,
& REGISTRATION FEES
352-338-1999                   12-10-73-12

WE BUY CARS!1
DOES NOT HAVE TO RUN
ANY CONDITION!!
$300 & UP!!
352-338-1999                  12-10-73-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN!
NO CREDIT CHECK!!
NO EMPLOYMENT CHECK!
352-338-1999                  12-10-73-12

Don't forget to tell them:

"I found it in The Alligator!"

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call 352-259-2020   12-
10-14-73-12

97 FORD CONTOUR $1000
91 CHEVY CAPRICE $1300
02 DODGE INTREPID $1999
96 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE $1500
352-338-1999                      12-10-73-12

2006 Grand Touring Miata. black ext. brown 
convert top. tan leather int. 6 speed manu-
al. 77k miles. Flyin miata susp. new tires & 
brakes. serv records avail. david 352-538-
6024 $11,500 obo    9-3-14-8-12

94 FORD EXPLORER $1500
95 TOYOTA CAMRY $1500
94 CHEVY S10 $1500
05 CHEVY CAVALIER $2999
352-338-1999                 12-10-73-12

Gateway Autos LLC Affordable vehicles
all makes and models available call us or 
visit us on the web: 352.338.0356 - www.
gatewayautosonline.com     9-8-10-12

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
12-10-73-13

The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

St. Francis House is a homeless shelter
and soup kitchen located in downtown
Gainesville, and we are looking for help

from volunteers like you.
St. Francis House depends on monetary 

support from individual donors and
community businesses in order to help feed

the homeless and the hungry.
If you are interested in volunteering,

please contact Candice Jones
at (352) 378-9079 or

sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com
To make a donation by mail,

please send checks payable to
St. Francis House
P.O. Box 12491

Gainesville, FL 32604

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-259-2020    
12-10-14-73-12

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti & 
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948 
9-5-14-73-13 

Volunteers Needed: HOPE - Horses Helping 
People, Inc. is seeking volunteers for our 
fall semester sessions.  Please email us at 
ridingtherapy@gmail.com to become a part 
of our team.  www.horseshelpingpeople.org  
9-5-9-13

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

Daytime Advertising
Production

The Independent Florida Alligator
Advertising Production Department
is accepting student applications.
Duties include graphic design and

organizational layout.
Will train, but experience with Adobe
InDesign, Photoshop and Illustrator is
preferred. Friendly work environment,

flexible schedule, with hours
between 9 am - 5 pm M-F.

Must be enrolled in classes.
A one-year commitment is expected.

Fill out an application at the
front desk of The Alligator,

1105 W University Ave, M-F 9 am - 5 pm.
No phone calls, please.

Include available work schedule and
references. Previous applicants are welcome

to reapply with current schedule. EOE

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    12-10-14-
73-14

SBSG is a financial transcription company
offering part-time work.
- Create your own schedule
- Competitive Production-Based Pay
- Close to campus!
- Must be able to touch-type 65wpm
Apply Online: www.sbsgnv.com     12-3-14-
151-14

EMT/Para.-State Lic. & CPR Card
Phlebotomist/Receptionist - Must have
HS Diploma/GED. Exp. a +/willing to
train. Alt. wknds req. FT/PT Available.
Apply @ DCI Biologicals, 150 NW 6th St.    
8-29-14-30-14
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DOMINO"S HIRING
Delivery Experts & Assistant Managers & 
Future Managers. Drivers earn between 
$14-$17 per hour. GMs earn 40K-50K+.  
Apply at gatordominos.com      9-30-14-
38-14

Pediatric Speech-Language Pathologists, 
OT's, PT's needed in Gainesville, Ocala and/
or Tampa Bay Area. P/T or F/T with full ben-
efits. Contact CGuise@iliflorida.com    9-25-
14-30-14

$100 A NIGHT - GUARANTEED
Domino's on SW 13th St. hiring closing driv-
ers. Apply at store or gatordominos.com    
9-30-14-33-14

NOW HIRING
Outstanding Notetakers and Editors

FALL 2014
Apply online at SmokinNotes.com

9-5-14-12-14

Com’l. Construction Proj Mngr
Estab. Com’l const. co. based in N FL area 
is accepting resumes from qual applicants for 
Proj Mngr. Must have/or be acquiring, a con-
struction type degree this semester, or have 3 
yrs or more of verifiable exp. Must have heavy 
exp with MS Projects/Excel. Salary based on 
exp. Interested applicants should submit a re-
sume to: sendresume850@gmail.com    9-12-
14-18-14

Preschool Teachers Wanted! Part-time 
teachers and substitutes needed. Please 
email your resume and availability to jason@
htesgnv.org. Pay based on experience and 
level of education.    8-29-14-6-14

NOW HIRING MANAGERS
New Cafe in Gainesville

email resume to: jeremy.nichols@covelli.com
or apply @ panerabread.jobs

8-29-14-5-14

Sales Assistant needed for local Audio/
Video retail store.12-16 hrs per week

with Saturdays required.$10.00hr.
Applicant should have good communication
& computer skills,be personable & have a

reliable method of transportation.
Email response & resume to

eworld@bellsouth.net
8-27-14-3-14

Homework Coach for bright 13 year old. 
Monday to Thursday for 2-3 hours a day. 
Hours flexible. $10/hour. Email qualifications 
to shelandjim@bellsouth.net.    8-29-14-5-
14

UP TO $15 AN HOUR!
Busy Car Wash now looking for hard work-
ers. Must have weekend availability and 
clean driving record. Apply online www.park 
placecarwash.com    9-30-14-26-14

PT BABYSITTER $12/HR
References & experience required. 4 kids 
ages 5 > 12 (not all 4 at once). Email resume 
to rosenson@ufl.edu    9-2-14-4-14

★★★MARTIAL ARTS INST WANTED!★★★
For growing TKD school in Gainesville.

Friendly, energetic person.
Experience preferred.

Leave message at (352)375-0700
9-2-14-5-14

CHOCOLATE CONSULTANT
See www.thornebrookchocolates.com for job 
description and details.
E-mail resume and day/year-round avail-
ability to info@thornebrookchocolates.com.    
8-28-14-3-14

Homework coach wanted
for 7th grade student with some anxiety
issues. 2-3 Hours a day, 5 days a week -
Time flexible - $10 per hour
email qualifications to 
kelley.phillips@gmail.com    9-4-14-7-14

Programmer wanted.
Join our small team in downtown Gainesville.
More info at:
pathwaysystems.com/gator     10-7-30-14

Homework Tutor for Santa Fe CNA student 
with mild learning disability. $10 / hour, flex-
ible hours 10 hr / week. Email qualifications 
to pdp@ufl.edu  8-28-14-2-14

Honor Student/Grad Student to tutor general 
studies for 17-y.o. girl, Jr @ Buhholtz and 13 
y.o. boy, 8th gr @ Kanapaha. Please contact 
352-226-2272. Immediate position available. 
8-27-14-1-14

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or expresstrainingservic-
es.com  12-10-14-73-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
12-10-73-15

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiLegal.com
Private Experienced Affordable  12-10-14-
73-15

Want to be a CNA?       Don’t want to wait?
Express Training Services now offers a 
CNA class which can be completed in one 
weekend.  Perfect for busy college students.   
www.expresstrainingservices.com/ww   12-
10-14-73-15

Board your horse $375/mo.. From GV/UF 
10 minutes. Dressage, stadium, x-country, 
daytime stall, nighttime turnout. Rider hous-
ing available. Barn Family Program to miti-
gate board and rent. Lessons, schooling op-
portunities. For further information, contact 
Dibbie at Gator Slide Farm, 352-466-3538 or 
gtrslfrm@aol.com. Visitors always welcome.     
10-31-14-63-15

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

12-10-73-16

BLS, CPR, ACLS, PALS, American Heart 
Assoc. Cards issued. Training Gators for 15 
yrs. We do individual, small, large classes. 
Call today (800)319-5708 or
SAFETYNETFL.COM.          10-7-14-30-16

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
12-10-73-18

When you're stuck out in Oz
and you need cash to get home,
click your heels three times
and think of Best Jewelry and Loan
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
9-30-26-18

When cash is low
and the bills seem out of reach,
Best Jewelry and Loan
is the surfer's "Pawn Beach".
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
9-30-26-18

When the heat is on
and it's bucks that you need,
Best Jewelry and Loan
your requests we will heed.
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
9-30-26-18

Planning to liquidate
stereos, TV's, instruments and tools?
See Rich at Best.
He'll give you cash for your jewels.
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
9-30-26-18

LAURA TAUBEL - STYLIST
formerly at Beach Break Salon is now at 
Headlines in Thornebrook Village.
352-375-7833 or 352-316-0836 (cell)   8-29-
14-23-18

 

Want to make a connection?
Place your ad here to look for someone to 
share a common interest with or for your true 
love 

The end of the term
and the end of your rope,
Best Jewelry and Loan is
the needy Gator's hope!
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
9-30-26-19

Surf on down to "Pawn Beach"
when the tide seems too high.
We're your summer cash friends
so your blues will be all sky!
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
9-30-26-19

The surf's up at "Pawn Beach"
we're all making the scene.
If you're in need go see Rich,
Best Jewelry and Loan's got the "green".
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
9-30-26-19

You need the money
to do what you will.
Rich at Best Jewelry and Loan
has the cash for those bills.
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
9-30-26-19

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

●KAYAKCEDARKEYS.COM●
$20/ 3 hour rentals on the Cedar Key Beach. 
Follow the Gator Trail (SR 24 West to Cedar 
Key) Call for reservations 352-543-9447    
12-10-14-73-21

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad in 
the classifieds to find trip arrangements or 
show off your bus and shuttle service. 373-
FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Horse Boarding 15 min fr UF $350/$500 
Eng/West. Lit arena, 527 acres, show jumps, 
Lg & Sm dres. rings, 150+ XC Hunter Paces. 
BHS & Parelli instr 352-258-0317
mistymorninghounds.com     9-19-14-62-24

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.
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UF Soccer moves up in poll
The UF soccer team moved up two spots to No. 6 in 
the NSCAA poll, released on Tuesday. The Gators shut 
out their fi rst two opponents of the 2014 season. 

Mr. Two Bits Reveal
Former UF defensive back Lito Sheppard will be the fi rst honorary 
Mr. Two Bits for the 2014 football season against Idaho on Saturday. 
Sheppard was a fi rst-team All-America selection in the 2000 season. 

Mike Taylor will be one 
of Florida’s leaders on 
defense this season. 
Read the story on Page 
16.

JORDAN MCPHERSON
Alligator Staff Writer

@J_McPherson1126

Treon Harris won the fi rst bat-
tle.

Coach Will Muschamp an-
nounced on Tuesday that the true 
freshman edged out fellow fresh-
man Will Grier and redshirt soph-
omore Skyler Mornhinweg for the 
backup quarterback position be-
hind starter Jeff Driskel.

But his spot as the No. 2 quar-
terback is not set in stone.

“Treon has some things he can 
provide for us offensively, but 
that’s nothing that’s made for the 
long term,” Muschamp said. “No 
one’s been redshirted. No deci-
sions have been made with Will 
Grier, Skyler Mornhinweg or 
anyone else. All of those guys did 
some good things and we’re gonna 
move forward from week-to-week 
on that situation there.”

Added Driskel: “I think there is 
a lot of talent behind me at quar-
terback. I think Treon gives us a 
little bit more as far as short yard-
age packages or coming in wildcat 
kind of deals. They’re going to 
keep competing, they’re going to 
keep battling. I told all of the guys 
this isn’t a permanent thing.”

If the situation presents itself, 
Muschamp still plans on insert-
ing Harris into Saturday’s season 
opener against Idaho.

“I think a lot of that will be de-
termined game day and the situ-
ation of the game and those sort 
of things,” Muschamp said, “but 
we’d like to.” 

Back in 2011, Driskel, then the 
backup to starting quarterback 
John Brantley, played two drives 
in Florida’s season opener against 
Florida Atlantic. 

His fi rst pass attempt was an 
interception.

Heading into Saturday’s match-
up against the Vandals, the Ovie-
do, Fla., native and now-starter 
hopes the same doesn’t happen for 
Harris.

“You’re not always going to 
make the right read or make the 
perfect throw, but it’s a long season 
and a long game,” he said. “You’ve 
got to be able to put that in the past 
and move on. Coach’s mindset this 
year is play to the next play and 
that’s what you’re going to have to 
do. But I hope the younger quar-
terbacks don’t throw picks on their 
fi rst play.”

Secondary starters announced: 
Muschamp announced that junior 
Brian Poole will start at the cor-
nerback position opposite Vernon 
Hargreaves III, and senior Jabari 
Gorman received the nod to start 
at safety along with Keanu Neal.

With the exception of Neal, who 
Muschamp said is the team’s top 
safety, each member of the start-
ing secondary started at least fi ve 
games in 2013.

Hargreaves, a member of the 
preseason All-Southeastern Con-
ference fi rst team, led Florida with 
11 pass breakups and three inter-
ceptions in 2013.

Gorman led the group with 
48 tackles last season — good 
for sixth on the team and fourth 

among players still on UF’s roster 
— while also recording an inter-
ception, a forced fumble and seven 
pass breakups.

Poole, who started six games at 
the nickel cornerback position, tal-
lied 32 tackles, two interceptions 
and three pass breakups in his 
sophomore year after recording 
just three tackles in 2012.

And even though true fresh-
men Jalen Tabor, J.C. Jackson and 
Quincy Williams are not starting, 
Muschamp said all three will re-

ceive playing time on Saturday.
“Those guys will play on spe-

cial teams during the game,” Mus-
champ said, “and depending on 
how they progress in practice dur-
ing the week will determine how 
much corner they play.”

True freshman Duke Dawson 
and redshirt freshmen Nick Wash-
ington and Marcell Harris will also 
have the opportunity to play at 
safety.

Other position battles: The 
starter at running back is still up 

for grabs between sophomore 
Kelvin Taylor, junior Matt Jones 
and redshirt senior Mack Brown. 
Freshman Brandon Powell also has 
the chance to see the fi eld because 
of his ability to catch the ball out of 
the backfi eld, Muschamp said.

Clay Burton holds the starting 
tight end position over redshirt se-
nior transfer Jake McGee, but Mus-
champ has praised both on their 
progression throughout camp.

Junior Latroy Pittman is pro-
jected as the starting slot receiver.

JONATHAN CZUPRYN
Alligator Staff Writer

@jczupryn

We all know Will Muschamp hasn’t yet attained the suc-
cess that Urban Meyer did in his tenure at the University of 
Florida.

But there is one thing Muschamp has done better than his 
coaching predecessor: instill discipline in his players.

I’m not saying each and every player under Meyer failed 
to follow the straight and narrow, but it doesn’t take that 
much digging to fi nd the dirt the former UF coach had to 
continually sweep under the rug.

During Urban Meyer’s six seasons at the helm, 31 players 
were arrested. Now for those of you who have been keep-
ing count of Gators arrested under Muschamp like I have, 
you might be saying, ‘But isn’t Muschamp on the same pace 
as Meyer since he has had 15 players arrested/cited in just 
three seasons?’

That’s a fair observation. But let 
me counter.

Janoris Jenkins, Chris Martin 
and Kedric Johnson were all ar-
rested during Muschamp’s fi rst 
month as head coach. Meyer — not 
Muschamp — recruited all three 
players.

Leon Orr, A.C. Leonard and 
Trip Thurman were also arrested 

while Muschamp has held the head coach position, but all 
three also committed to UF when Meyer was still recruiting 
for the Gators.

After Muschamp cut Jenkins and urged others like 
De’Ante Saunders and Dee Finley to transfer, it not only 
became clear to me that Muschamp valued discipline more 
than Meyer, but it also became clear to the players.

After Jenkins was dismissed, the cornerback said, “If 

(Meyer) was still the coach at Florida, I’d still be there.”
Former UF safety Bryan Thomas said Meyer’s team was 

“out of control.”
Fast forward to 2014.
Freshman Jalen Tabor became the fi rst UF player in nearly 

a year to run into legal trouble after being cited for marijuana 
possession of less than 20 grams. And this came back in May 
when Tabor wasn’t even attending classes at Florida.

During the Gators’ media day on Aug. 3, Muschamp ad-
dressed why his team had been staying out of trouble this 
offseason.

“It’s a daily continual education for your players, and I 
think it goes back to recruiting, part of the evaluation pro-
cess and taking the right guys, number one,” Muschamp 
said. “Then number two, doing a good job as far as your 
structure is concerned on your campus so guys understand 
there is going to be consequences. And they understand to 

ZOOP’S SCOOP

Football players more disciplined under Muschamp’s tenure

Kan Li / Alligator Staff

Treon Harris catches a snap during practice on Aug. 14 at Donald R. Dizney Stadium. Harris was 
named Florida’s backup quarterback on Tuesday.

Harris wins backup quarterback job, secondary starters named

Jonathan 
Czupryn

twitter: @jczupryn

Position could change

SEE COLUMN, PAGE 15
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stay within the lines of what we 
need to do and how they’re going 
to act and represent the University 
of Florida.”

I know Muschamp hasn’t pro-
duced the same type of winning 
culture that Meyer did in his fi ve 
years in Gainesville, but you have 
to respect how Muschamp is put-
ting the standards and values of 
the university in front of winning 
games.

Could you say the same about 
Meyer?

No.
The discussion always returns 

to the old cliché, “Winning isn’t 
everything.” Of course fans want 
to see more wins, more champion-
ship trophies and more First-Team 
All-Americans.

But at what cost? These ath-
letes aren’t just athletes. They’re 
students. They’re members of our 
community. They’re people that 
should be held to the same stan-
dards that you and I are held to.

I know football is king — es-
pecially in the south — but it’s ri-
diculous to stick up for a man like 
Meyer who places a sport above 
basic human values. Now listen to 
Muschamp’s fi nal comment about 
the discipline issue and tell me if 
you still want to run him out of 
Gainesville.

“I always tell players they’re go-
ing to make mistakes,” Muschamp 
said. “They’re going to make some 
poor choices and decisions, but 
help me help you. If you are will-
ing to work with me, I’m willing 
to work with anybody. I’ll give 
you the shirt off my back to help 
you. And it’s through a growing 

process as a college student. So our 
guys, in my opinion, have bought 
into that. 

“They understand that we’re 

here to help them. They don’t buck 
at that very much and I think they 
have done a nice job for the most 
part.”
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Will Muschamp looks on during practice on Aug. 14. Muschamp has 
instilled discipline in his players during his four years as head coach.

Coach places value over winning
COLUMN, from page 13

�HARDIN OR VELEZ WILL 
KICK

JORDAN MCPHERSON 
Alligator Staff Writer

@J_McPherson1126

Jeff Driskel won’t just be 
responsible for taking care of 
the ball when the Gators are 
on offense.

According to UF’s depth 
chart for Saturday’s season 
opener against Idaho, which 
was released Tuesday, the 
redshirt junior quarterback is 
also the team’s starting holder 
on special teams.“I’d like to 
classify myself as a versatile 
player,” Driskel said. 

“I think it’s an opportunity 
to give the fi eld goal block 
team some issues. You have to 
give them more things to think 
about during the week.”

But there is uncertainty 
throughout the rest of Flori-
da’s special teams unit.

The placekicker battle be-
tween Austin Hardin and 
Frankie Velez, which has been 
ongoing since spring camp, 
has yet to be decided.

Velez had the better year as 
a fi eld-goal kicker in 2013, go-
ing 6 of 8 on the season com-
pared to Hardin’s 4-of-12 clip. 

Hardin improved through-
out the spring, connecting on 
all four of his fi eld goal tries 
during the Orange & Blue De-

but game.
“Both guys had really 

strong camps,” coach Will 
Muschamp said, “but we can 
win with both guys, I do know 
that.”

The punter battle between 
Kyle Christy and Johnny 
Townsend has not been deter-
mined either.

Following a sophomore 
season where he was named 
a fi nalist for the 2012 Ray Guy 
Award — which goes to the 
best punter in college football 
— Christy had a subpar 2013 
season, averaging just 39.6 
yards per punt.

Muschamp replaced 
Christy with then-freshman 
Townsend for the fi nal six 
games of the season. 

Townsend had slightly 
higher numbers than Christy, 
averaging 42 yards per punt 
on 29 attempts.

“We’ll punt through the 
week and see where we go 
there,” Muschamp said.

Andre Debose will likely 
assume both kickoff and punt 
return duties as he returns for 
his sixth season at Florida.

The redshirt senior has four 
career kickoff return touch-
downs, which is tied for the 
Southeastern Conference re-
cord with Tennessee’s Willie 
Gault (1979-1982), Arkansas’ 
Felix Jones (2005-2007) and 
Georgia’s Brandon Boykin 
(2008-2011).

Driskel to 
hold snaps for 
undetermined kicker
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Come Saturday, Florida will 
get the chance to fi nally bury the 
disaster that was the 4-8 season 
of 2013. It seemed the day would 
never come, but a clean slate for 
the program starts with its season 
opener against Idaho.

The Gators have not won a 
game in nearly 10 months — their 
last taste of winning came in a 30-
10 victory over Arkansas on Oct. 
5. For redshirt senior linebacker 
Mike Taylor, the opportunity 
to get a win can not come soon 
enough.

“Getting a win will defi nitely 
help, defi nitely help the whole 
feeling around the stadium,” Tay-
lor said. “Because of the season we 
had last year and just to know that 
all the hard work we’ve been put-
ting in all offseason and how we 
came together in camp. Knowing 
that that will have paid off and 
contribute to some wins, which I 
feel it will, that will just be the big-
gest thing.”

Taylor returns to the defense 
as the leading tackler from 2013, 
racking up 62 total tackles, includ-
ing 3.5 for loss. The defense as a 
whole returns seven starters from 
a unit that fi nished among the top 
two conference teams for all but 
one defensive category including 
rushing, passing and total de-

fense.
Despite being part of consis-

tently dominant defenses through-
out his time in Gainesville, Taylor 
believes this year’s unit has the 

potential to be one of the most suc-
cessful ones that he has been a part 
of. A lot of that potential is due to 
its cohesiveness.  

“We’re playing together as a de-

fense more than I’ve ever probably 
witnessed since I’ve been here,” 
Taylor said. “We’ve been playing 
together, there’s no pointing fi n-
gers, there’s no ‘you should’ve did 

this, you should’ve did that.’ We 
all came together for a common 
goal to be the best defense, now 
it’s time for us to display it and ac-
tually do that.”

While Taylor is one of the vet-
eran leaders on defense, returning 
quarterback Jeff Driskel is a lead-
er both on offense and defense. 
Driskel, who will see the fi eld for 
the fi rst time since a season-ending 
injury suffered against Tennes-
see last September, has earned the 
respect of his teammates coming 
back from the injury so positively.

“A lot of us weren’t able to fi n-
ish the season last year, so just that 
fact and knowing that we’re com-
ing back and he’s coming back to 
lead the team, lead the offense. 
We’ve got a lot of respect for him 
because we know a lot of our suc-
cess will be in his hands.”

The backup quarterback spot 
for the Idaho game was fi nally 
settled, as Muschamp announced 
Tuesday that true freshman Treon 
Harris will be quarterback num-
ber two against the Vandals. Har-
ris won the job for Saturday over 
early enrollee Will Grier. 

“He just showed those leader-
ship signs which is probably why 
Muschamp gave him the backup 
job,” Taylor said. “He has great 
elusive ability and can throw in the 
pocket and on the run, like I said 
he makes quick decisions which is 
very effective in this offense.”

Redshirt senior linebacker ready to open the season, win games

Kan Li / Alligator Staff

Michael Taylor (51) pursues Missouri quarterback Maty Mauk during the Gators’ 36-17 loss to the 
Tigers on Oct. 19 at Faurot Field in Columbia, Mo.

FOOTBALL
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