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“Amazing Grace”
Composer Robert Gary Langford, 73, and his musical group “Gainesville Pops!” 
receive a standing ovation at the First United Methodist Church Saturday. 

STATE

KYLE FOLLANSBEE
Alligator Staff Writer

kfollansbee@alligator.org

Starting May 31, Gainesville will 
see nine days of no sales tax intend-
ed to help residents stock up on sup-
plies for the hurricane season. 

Approved by Gov. Rick Scott on 
May 12, Florida House Bill 5601 was 
signed to start the tax holiday a day 

before the 2014 Atlantic hurricane 
season that begins on June 1 and 
ends on Nov. 30. 

By signing the packet, Scott de-
clared that sales tax cannot be collect-
ed from May 31 to June 8 in Florida 
on certain items to aid in hurricane 
emergencies. The bill specifi es fl ash-
lights that sell for $20 or less, tarps 
for $50 or less, fi rst-aid kits for $30 

or less, fuel containers for $25 or less, 
small household batteries for $30 or 
less and a portable generator for 
$750 or less. The bill excludes auto-
motive and boat batteries. 

The list of tax-exempt items does 
not include some items referenced 
by the National Weather Service on 
the government’s readiness website: 
Suggested supplies such as toilet pa-

per, garbage bags, water, manually 
powered tools and local maps are 
missing from the list of objects. 

Additional items like plasticware 
and feminine supplies are not cov-
ered by the new bill. 

Even though portable fuel-pow-
ered generators will see a sales tax 
exemption, fuel will not. Historical-
ly, fuel prices rise during large natu-

ral occurrences, such as tornadoes or 
hurricanes.  

Hurricane-preparedness tax re-
lief is one part of a three-part series 
of sales tax holidays established 
by Scott. As a part of the “It’s Your 
Money Tax Cut Budget,” more than 
$121 million in taxes from the $500-
million planned tax and fee cuts are 

Sales tax holiday prepares Floridians for hurricane season

� IT WOULD FUND NEW BUSSES.

RIANA MELENDEZ
Alligator Contributing Writer 

Riders who usually pay the $3 fee for an 
All Day bus pass will receive one for no cost 
on Wednesday.

Gainesville’s Amalgamated Transit 
Union and Regional Transit System are 
pairing up to provide this Fare Free Day 
to bring attention to a transportation bill, 
the MAP-21 Reauthorization Act, going 
through Congress. Riders can get a pass at 
the Rosa Parks RTS Downton Station or on 
the bus.

Among other things, MAP-21 provides 

funding for facilities, new program starts 
and buses, wrote Chip Skinner, RTS mar-
keting and communications supervisor, in 
an email interview. 

The bill will provide long-term funding 
that will give state and local governments 
the opportunity to improve and expand 
the nation’s transportation infrastructure, 
according to the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works’ website

Cassandra Roldan, a 23-year-old 
Gainesville resident, said she regularly 
buys an All Day pass.

Roldan said she appreciates the bus sys-
tem providing this service, but thinks there 
should be more done to market the event. 

“They should advertise it on the bus,” 
she said. 

Free RTS on Wednesday to 
bring awareness of new bill

HANNAH FELL
Alligator Writer hfell@alligator.org

A Gainesville-based animal research group 
working in Papua New Guinea recently en-
countered something no one had seen in years 
— the New Gregorian Monkey-Faced Fruit 
Bat.

The Lubee Bat Conservancy discovered one 
of the most endangered bat species on the Solo-
mon Islands after no sightings in fi ve years.

Brian Pope, Lubee Bat Conservancy direc-
tor, said the research team got together with a 
local group of Australian researchers to study 
and capture the bats.

“These type of bats are so rare that any type 
of research would be benefi cial to the species,” 
Pope said.

This bat hasn’t been researched for 20 years.

These elusive mammals are hard to spot 
because their habitat is disappearing at a rapid 
rate. The rainforest these bats call home is not 
protected, Pope said.

 Gabby Milanes, a 20-year-old UF entomol-
ogy and nematology senior, said it’s important 
to educate people about the impact  humans 
have on their own environment.

“A lot of animals have become extinct be-
cause people don’t realize that their actions 
affects the animals that live around them,” she 
said.

Local conservancy helps 
fi nd almost extinct bat

SEE HURRICANE, PAGE 4

“These type of bats are so rare 
that any type of research would be 

benefi cial to the species.”
Brian Pope

Lubee Bat Conservancy director
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The Alligator strives to be 
accurate and clear in its  news 
reports and editorials. 
If you fi nd an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
or email editor@alligator.org. 
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Causeway near Clearwater 
on Saturday afternoon.
Clearwater Police spokesman 
Rob Shaw said there were no 
visible signs of trauma.
Police said 23-year-old Eboni 
Wiley told them she picked 
up Felecia up on Friday, and 
they went to her apartment. 
She told police she discov-
ered Felecia missing when 
she got out of the shower but 
didn’t alert authorities for 
five hours.
Wiley was charged Sunday 
with making false state-
ments to law enforcement 
and released on $2,000 bail. 
It’s not clear whether she has 
a lawyer.

 —The Associated Press

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
13th Annual Downtown Latino 

Festival Planning Meeting
The 13th Annual Downtown 
Latino Festival is having a 
planning meeting Wednesday 
at 6 p.m. at Flacos, located at 
200 W. University Ave. Those 
interested in helping with 
fundraising, marketing, ven-
dors/sponsors and perform-
ers are invited to attend. For 
more information, please email 
Wilfredo Melendez at hispani-
cofficer@yahoo.com.

Veterans Display Tombstones to 
Remember Fallen Soldiers in 
Iraq and Afghanistan
Veterans for Peace will be dis-
playing 6,781 tombstones from 
dawn on Saturday through 
dusk on Memorial Day to re-
member those U.S. service 
members who have died in the 
wars of Afghanistan since 2001 
and in Iraq since 2003. This is 
the eighth year that VFP has 
set up the display. Veterans 
for Peace feels that these losses 
cannot be adequately under-
stood with facts and figures 
alone. The visual impact of the 
tombstones conveys the reality 
of the numbers. The event is lo-
cated on Eighth Ave., just east 
of 34th Street. For more infor-
mation, call 352-375-2563. 

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject 
line to skatona@alligator.org. 
To ensure publication in the 
next day’s newspaper, please 
submit the event before 4 p.m. 
Please model your submis-
sions after above events and 
keep them 150 words or fewer. 
Improperly formatted “What’s 
Happening” submissions may 
not appear in the paper. Press 
releases will not appear in the 
paper.

NEWS BRIEFS
Orlando commuter rail hits 

car 
MAITLAND — A train 
from metro Orlando’s new 
commuter rail hit a stalled 
car, but no serious injuries 
were reported.
Officials said none of the 
passengers on the SunRail 
train were injured in the 
Monday afternoon crash.
Maitland police officials 
said the car’s driver was 
able to get out of her vehi-
cle before it was hit by the 
train. She had minor inju-
ries from flying debris.
Florida Department of 
Transportation spokes-
man Steve Olson said the 
systems operations were 
delayed for only a short 
time, and the trains were 
running on time during the 
afternoon commuter time.
SunRail trains debuted 
at the beginning of the 
month.
Monday was the first day 
that riders had to pay fare 
to use the trains.

 —The Associated Press

Autopsy confirms girl’s body 
found in Tampa Bay 
TAMPA — Authorities said 
an autopsy has confirmed 
that a body found floating 
in Tampa Bay is a missing 
9-year-old girl.
Felecia Williams went 
missing Friday night af-
ter going to visit a family 
friend in Tampa. Boaters 
found her naked body off 
the Courtney Campbell 

Have an event planned?
Add it to the Alligator’s 

online calendar:
alligator.org/calendar
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ALEX HARRIS
Alligator Staff Writer

aharris@aligator.org

In two years, Depot Av-
enue will have roundabouts, 
landscaping and decorative 
lighting. But for now, it’s 
closed to traffi c for construc-
tion. 

Work began Monday on 
the section between South 
Main and Southwest 11th 
Street, near Sorority Row and 
Royal Village apartments.

Traffi c on Main Street will 
be unaffected, but Depot 
Avenue will be closed west 
of Main Street, said proj-
ect manager John Veilleux. 
Drivers can detour through 
Southwest Fourth, South-
west Fifth or Southwest 16th 
avenues to get to Southwest 
Sixth Street.

The reconstruction is pro-
jected to be fi nished by sum-
mer 2016, Veilleux said.

“We think two years is a 

good duration to make it so 
the contractor will be busy, 
but he should have time to 
accommodate for weather 
and such,” he said. “We’ve 
got enough time in there to 
account for delays.”

The $6.5-million project 
is funded mostly through 
a county incentive grant, 
but also with money from 
Gainesville Regional Utilities 
for the utility and wastewater 

work, Veilleux said. The rest 
is from local funds, which are 
bonds owned by the city.

The largest part of the proj-
ect will be the three round-
abouts located at Southwest 
11th Street, Southwest Sixth 
Street and South Main Street, 
which were chosen to better 
match the fl ow of traffi c.

“It allows us to keep traf-
fi c moving, predominantly,” 
Veilleux said. “People won’t 

just be waiting at a light and 
not able to go anywhere.”

But the roundabouts 
aren’t a positive addition for 
everyone.

Avid biker Nathaly Ruiz, 
a 21-year-old UF English se-
nior, said bikers fi nd round-
abouts confusing and scary.

“It’s more dangerous be-
cause you just have to go 
when you think its safe. There 
are no lights or signals,” she 
said. “It kind of seems like at 
any point, something could 
come around and hit you.”
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The tax break covers fl ashlights, batteries, tarps and generators

going back to Florida taxpayers, according to 
the Florida government’s website. 

Tax breaks on school supplies and energy-
effi cient appliances are included in the bill as 
well. 

John Fleming, the communications director 
for the Florida Retail Federation, said he is ex-
cited about the new sales tax holiday.

“Florida has done this before,” Fleming 
said. “It is a good way to allow people to stock 

up.”
The bill helps people become aware of 

what they need, he said. And retailers benefi t 
from these tax holidays, too. 

“The state had a lot more tax revenue com-
ing in,” Fleming said. “It’s a great thing for 
consumers in Florida.”

HB 5601 creates sales tax exemptions on 
child car seats, bicycle helmets, college meal 
plans, therapeutic pet foods and cement mix-
ers. It also reduces the tax on electricity. 

This is the largest broad-based tax cut that 

has been implemented in a decade, according 
to the website.

Steven Milian, an assistant supervisor at 
Zell’s Hardware, located on 3727 W. Univer-

sity Ave., was unaware of the new bill’s pass-
ing, but knows customers will take advantage 
of it. 

“I can only see an advantage to get the sup-
plies that they need,” he said. 

Milian said he knows that items listed on 
the bill will go up in sales at Zell’s, and he ex-
pects more customers to take advantage of the 
tax holiday at the store.

“We don’t have any plans for advertise-
ment,” Milian said. “However, we will be 
mentioning it to customers.”

HURRICANE, from page 1

Depot Avenue construction closes roads  
The project will last for two years

� UF HAS SIMILAR RESOURCES.

HANNAH FELL
Alligator Writer hfell@alligator.org

In several states, texting 911 for help is the 
newest way to summon police, but Florida is 
not among them.

Starting last Thursday, select locations in 
the U.S. can text 911 in an emergency situa-
tion, provided their cellphone carrier sup-
ports the service, according to the Federal 
Communications Commission.

The FCC proposed a rule that would re-
quire all cellphone providers to support this 
texting feature by Dec. 31.

Maj. Brad Barber, spokesman for Uni-
versity Police, said UF already has similar 
resources.

Blue light emergency phone systems are 
installed around the UF campus, and UPD 
monitors these phone systems constantly.

“Any method that helps expedite getting 
law enforcement offi cers to an incident loca-
tion would be benefi cial,” Barber said.

Ivette De Santiago, a 20-year-old UF art 
and technology junior, said when calling for 
help, authorities can hear the tone of your 
voice and sense immediacy. But in some situ-
ations, calling might not be an option. 

“If you are being abused, you won’t want 
to pick up the phone and call,” De Santiago 
said. “You can be more inconspicuous with 
texting.”

States start 
911 texts for 
emergencies, 
not Florida

Alligator Staff

“We think two years 
is a good duration 
to make it so the 

contractor will be busy, 
but he should have time 

to accommodate for 
weather and such. We’ve 
got enough time in there 
to account for delays.”

John Veilleux
Depot Avenue project manager 

“Florida has done this before. 
It is a good way to allow people to 

stock up.”
John Fleming

Florida Retail Federation communications 
director
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Reading to Rover
Anthony Chacon, 3, reads to the trained therapy dog, Guy, 13, and Alachua County Branch Librarian 
Linda Dean, left, and Guy’s companion, Pat Bellis, Monday afternoon at the Alachua Branch Library.

� TRUSTEES TO CONFIRM 
IT FRIDAY.

ALEX HARRIS
Alligator Staff Writer

aharris@alligator.org

UF’s presidential search 
committee unanimously con-
firmed changes to the presiden-
tial search criteria at a meeting 
Monday, mostly strengthening 
the focus on UF’s preeminence 
campaign.

Fluency in a second language 
was swapped for “meaningful 
international or multicultural 
experience,” and a new criteria 
calling attention to UF’s diver-
sity, particularly in liberal arts 
and technology, was added. 

Steven Scott, chair of the 

search committee, said his per-
sonal research into presidential 
criteria showed that the com-
mon denominator was aca-
demic achievement. 

“This is a person who should 
easily be recognized by faculty 
at our university and around 
the nation and world, who has 
done something extraordinary 
with his or her career,” he said.

Susan Cameron, a presiden-
tial search committee member, 
said that the chosen candidate 
is not expected to meet all of the 
suggested criteria. 

“Individuals will be as-
sessed under the totality of the 
qualifications,” she said. 

Friday, the search commit-
tee will present these changes 
to UF’s Board of Trustees.

UF presidential 
search criteria picked

CRIME

KYLE FOLLANSBEE
Alligator Staff Writer kfollansbee@alligator.org

Gainesville Police arrested two men and a 
woman for having .4 grams of cocaine, a crack 
pipe, weed and giving a false ID after a traffic 
stop on Sunday, officials said.   

Officers arrested 44-year-old Michael Pip-
penger on drug possession, driving with a 

suspended license and giving a false ID. Of-
ficers also arrested 33-year-old Jared Fearing 
on drug possession and 39-year-old Nikki 
Knudsvig on violation of probation, according 
to an arrest report. 

The officer pulled Pippenger over at about 
5:30 p.m. for illegal tint near the 1000 block of 
Northwest Sixth Street.

While walking up, the officer smelled mari-

juana coming from the car. 
Pippenger told the officer that he did not 

have his driver’s license on him, according to 
the report. He said he owned the car and pro-
vided Jonathan Branchik, 61, as his identity.

Pippenger did not appear to be 61, the of-
ficer said, and the photo on the actual license 
did not look like Pippenger. He said that he 
was in a car accident two years ago and lost 

weight, according to the report.
When Pippenger was detained, officers 

found out his real identity. He spontaneously 
admitted to lying because his license was sus-
pended, according to the report. 

Officers booked Pippenger, Fearing and 
Knudsvig in the Alachua County Jail at about 
6:30 p.m. As of press time, their bonds are set 
at $7,000, $7,000 and $6,000, respectively. 

�GM RECALLED 2.7 MILLION 
CARS.

GRAHAM HACK
Alligator Contributing Writer 

Despite consumer concerns 
about General Motors Co., 
Gainesville dealerships have felt lit-

tle to no impact after recent recalls. 
GM recalled a total of about 2.7 

million vehicles Thursday, the larg-
est recalls being Chevy Malibus 
with numerous issues spanning 
over models from 2004 to 2012 and 
2014, according to its website. 

Don Close, owner of Don Close 
Auto Direct located at 2629 N. Main 
St. next to Northside Shopping Cen-

ter, said he has not seen any change 
in sales of GM vehicles caused by 
the the recalls. 

“I’ve been to auctions all around 
the area and people still buy GM 
just as much,” Close said. “I think 
today’s generation of drivers is 
more willing to forget the past and 
look forward.”

Mike Brewster, sales manager at 

Tomlinson Motor Company, said 
he, too, has not seen any decline in 
GM sales.

“It has not affected the (used) 
market whatsoever,” Brewster 
said. 

“The American public has a very 
short memory.”

While there has been little im-
mediate effect on GM sales around 

Gainesville, consumers have ex-
pressed concerns.

As a 2008 Chevy Malibu owner, 
Brennan Mace said he has reserva-
tions about buying from GM again.

“It’s extremely worrying,” Mace 
said, a 16-year-old high school stu-
dent at Cornerstone Academy. “If 
I had to choose right now, I’d buy 
Ford.”

GPD arrests 3 for drug possession and probation violation 

General Motors Co. recalls may have no effect in Gainesville 
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The Alligator encourages comments from readers. Letters to the editor should not exceed 150 words (about one letter-sized page). They must be typed, double-spaced and must include the author’s name, classifi cation and phone number. Names 
will be withheld if the writer shows just cause. We reserve the right to edit for length, grammar, style and libel. Send letters to opinions@alligator.org, bring them to 1105 W. University Ave., or send them to P.O. Box 14257, Gainesville, FL 32604-2257.
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Common Core part 
of the gay agenda?
Yesterday, the Chicago Tribune published a compelling 

editorial defending Common Core, a set of proposed 
educational standards for U.S. students that was met 

fi rst with overwhelming support and then with vitriol.
The Common Core debate is pretty messy and, as you may 

have guessed, mired by political interest. Common Core was 
embraced by the Obama administration in 2009 and thus de-
fected by the GOP — who, according to the Tribune, said that 
though the program wasn’t a government production, still car-
ried “a strong whiff of federal intrusion into local schooling.”

Objectively, Republicans have a good point. Where does the 
line between help and intrusion lie? 

Rather than adding to an intelligent debate on improving 
education, Florida Rep. Charles Van Zant, R-Keystone Heights, 
is making headlines for claiming that Common Core will make 
Florida youth turn gay. 

During a speech in an Orlando “Operation Education Con-
ference,” Zant said that those implementing Common Core are 
“promoting as hard as they can any youth that is interested in 
the LGBT agenda,” and that they want to “attract every one of 
your children to become as homosexual as they possibly can.”

Ah, the old “gay agenda” argument. Not to speak on behalf 
of all LGBT people, but isn’t the only thing on the “gay agenda,” 
like, equal rights? And an end to discrimination and homopho-
bic/transphobic bullying and assault? And a second season of 
“Looking”? 

Zant, unsurprisingly, has been caught in preposterous lies 
before. According to PolitiFact Florida, in 2013, while advocat-
ing for the criminalization of abortion based on the race or sex 
of the fetus, Zant claimed, “Abortionists have reduced our black 
population by more than 25 percent since 1973.”

PolitiFact deemed that “wildly incorrect.” 
Zant’s statements about Common Core are, additionally, 

wildly incorrect. 
In order to understand the reasoning behind Common Core, 

one must be aware of the context. No other nation in the world, 
Diane Ravitch told the  Washington Post, has “infl icted so many 
changes or imposed so many mandates on its teachers and pub-
lic schools as we have in the past dozen years.” 

Ravitch, an education historian who has become the leader 
of the movement against corporate-infl uenced school reform, 
went on to point out that both Republican and Democratic agen-
das surrounding education reform have nothing to do with im-
proving education or creating equal opportunity for students. 
Instead, she argues, both parties want to cut costs, standardize 
education and shift delivery of education from high-cost teach-
ers to low-cost technology. Common Core was caught in the 
center of the desire to standardize and gut American education. 
Rather than fi xing the public education problem, it only added 
to the sense that American education is just a standardized test-
based meritocracy. 

Common Core has its problems, yes. But Florida needs more 
than a hate-speech-spewing bigot when it comes to repairing 
public education and fi nding a solution. 

And please: Enough with “the gay agenda.”

37 TOTAL VOTES

22% YES
78% NO

Vote or post a message at www.alligator.org

Friday’s question: Have you bought your 
textbooks yet? 

Today’s question: Are you prepared for hurricane 
season?

College introduced me to some great things: keg 
parties, Midnight Cookies and a lack of dress 
code I had previously never enjoyed. 

When I lived at home, my mom refused to let me out of 
the house wearing shorts that had holes or frayed hems. 
And my high school required my shorts to hit mid-thigh 
and my shirts to fully cover my shoulders.

So imagine my delight when I found out that I could 
wear anything, from pajamas to dresses so skimpy, they 
could count as lingerie, to class. 

But some people are still struggling with dress codes 
and rules regarding what to put on their own bodies. 
Enter Clare, a home-schooled student from Richmond, 
Virginia, who was kicked out of her prom for wearing a 
dress that might cause “impure thoughts” from males, 
according to some of the male chaperones. 

The dress was silver and fi ngertip-length, which met 
the one rule stipulated by the prom coordinators, accord-
ing to a blog post Clare wrote last week. This, of course, 
is complete bull in how gendered it is. 

It makes sense, though. Most dress codes are gen-
dered, just as this one, which highlights the double stan-
dards against women in terms of clothes and body ex-
posure.

Many dress codes or standards of dress are stricter to-
ward women because women’s bodies are seen as public 
property. It’s more acceptable for men to dictate what is 
appropriate for women to wear and do, as the male chap-
erones did to Clare, than for a female to do the reverse. 

This is apparent in many everyday, offhand comments. 
It’s a normal occurrence for men to judge women’s cloth-
ing — pause for a montage of men saying high-waisted 
shorts are unattractive — but I’ve never actually heard a 
girl say that cargo shorts are unappealing on men. 

This issue also stems from the fact that female bod-
ies are more sexualized than male bodies. If you don’t 

think that’s true, think of it this 
way — if a girl posted a picture 
on Facebook with a very low-cut 
top, you would probably sooner 
call her a slut than you would a 
boy who posted a shirtless pho-
to, even if he was showing more 
skin. 

Not to mention that the body 
part in question here, Clare’s legs, are not even a typically 
sexual body part. It’s ridiculous that we’re regulating the 
exposure of thighs or shoulders — if you are so turned on 
by my mid-thigh that you cannot focus on your school-
work, or that you start thinking “impure thoughts,” then 
we have a bigger issue here. 

And that’s what this all really comes to. Women are 
being forced to take responsibility for how other people 
view them. Clare said it well when she stated that this 
ordeal “(implied) that it is my responsibility to control 
other people’s thoughts and drives.” 

If an individual wears a short dress or a low-cut top, 
sure, someone might fi nd that attractive. But how that 
person reacts to that attraction is an issue for that person 
to handle.

It’s not our responsibility as individuals, or as wom-
en, to dress so that men do not constantly have erections 
based on what we wear.

Clare said it best when she ended her article by say-
ing, “And if you think I am, then maybe you’re part of 
the problem.”

We need to stop judging the sexuality of others — 
whore, slut, prude — based on what they wear. We 
might not still have a dress code, but the repercussions of 
past dress codes still exist. Don’t let them make you part 
of the problem Clare warned against. 

Robyn Smith is a UF journalism junior. Her columns appear 
on Tuesdays. 

Your boner is not my problem, dude 
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Gone are the days of NBC’s hit political 
drama “The West Wing,” and President 
Josiah Bartlet’s fi ctional administration 

is but a distant memory. Although Bartlet was 
a democratic commander in chief, viewers of 
all political persuasions gravitated toward the 
fair-minded and principled president. Ameri-
ca fi nally had its utopian chief executive, albeit 
one from a scripted primetime drama.

Contemporary political television shows, 
it’s safe to say, are not as inspirational and 
uplifting. ABC’s “Scandal,” Netfl ix’s “House 
of Cards” and HBO’s “Veep” attract the most 
attention and critical acclaim. Their stories 
revolve around a presidential affair, a Ma-
chiavellian politico who rose from the House 
of Representatives to the White House and 
a gaffe-prone vice president, respectively. 
Thank goodness they are all fi ctitious! 

Each of these representations of Washing-
ton, D.C., and the political processes refl ect 
the sentiments of the population. “The West 
Wing” — which spanned the Clinton and sec-
ond Bush presidencies — viewers were hope-
ful of the promise of the new millennium. 

Fast forward to today, and the nation has 
become disillusioned with that promise of 
hopeful politics. While Americans are fed 
up with the political status quo, these shows 

indulge the population’s jaded 
yearnings. 

Real-life politicians are seen as 
either worthy of parody on late-
night television shows or too out 
of touch with the common man. 
Gridlock is commonplace in the 
capital. But rest assured, citizens, 
Hollywood is happy to oblige.  

But oddly enough, Holly-
wood’s take on Washington persuades view-
ers to entertain a conservative view of the gov-
ernment. 

Take “House of Cards”: Frank Underwood, 
the brooding politician whose obsession with 
power is that of legends, enters into the politi-
cal arena for all of the wrong reasons. Instead 
of representing the needs and concerns of his 
district, he manipulates other politicians, the 
media and even his constituents for his own 
gain. Underwood eventually becomes the 
most powerful man in Washington. As Un-
derwood confi des to the audience, his co-con-
spirators, “Democracy is so overrated.” 

The conservative critique of this show is 
fairly obvious: With an adherence to the Con-
stitution, keeping politicians accountable for 
their actions, limiting the scope of government 
and enacting term limits, Underwood’s rise 

to power would not take place. 
One man should have all of that 
power. Should citizens be a little 
suspicious of those in power? 
Probably.      

Now consider the comedy 
“Veep.” Like “House of Cards” 
and our actual government, poli-
ticians and their staff on the show 
act in their own self-interest. And 

like our actual government, comedic situa-
tions are always around the corner. Botched 
press releases and poorly planned book tours 
fuel humorous workplace tensions. On the 
show, Vice President Selina Meyer and her 
staff often ridicule and reprimand each other 
because of the constant frustration of running 
the country, partly caused by their own gross 
ineptness. Despite her future political aspira-
tions, Meyer is unable to control her staff, let 
alone the No. 2 spot in government. 

One would assume conservatives would 
be quick to point out that such characters hold 
power and operate in the government. That 
should not surprise anyone. What should 
surprise many is the fact that Washington in-
siders are quick to tell the actors and produc-
tion team on “Veep” how true to life the show 
actually is. The insiders confess that each staff 

has its  own Amy, Gary, Ben and — gasp — 
Jonah. To any fan of the show or any fan of our 
government, that statement should be cause 
for concern. Then again, if the situations on 
“Veep” are as true to life as they appear to be, 
the causes of the shortcomings in Washington 
should not be that much of a surprise. 

Churchill famously said that “the best ar-
gument against democracy is a fi ve-minute 
conversation with the average voter.” The 
conversation can now be extended to those in 
the government, provided they do not mess it 
up.  

The conservative arguments for these 
shows are quite clear: When the government 
grows too big, when politicians enter into the 
arena for the wrong reasons, when the media 
is in cahoots with elected offi cials and when 
citizenship becomes a spectator sport, these 
shows become more of a reality. It’s easy to 
laugh at government ineptness or cringe when 
a congressman reveals his interior motives (or 
extramarital affairs). But when these happen 
outside of scripted entertainment, the country 
should become concerned. 

Perhaps even more concerning: Conserva-
tives can thank Hollywood for the assistance. 

Michael Beato is a UF economics junior. His 
columns appear on Tuesdays. 

Popular political television shows fuel conservative ideals
Column

Michael Beato
opinions@alligator.org
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ISLAND GROVE, Fla. — Sliding a 
birdshot round into his Remington 1100 
shotgun, Kinnis Thomas takes aim at one 
of several small, paper targets about 30 
yards into a wooded clearing.

The 69-year-old pauses for a moment 
and then peppers the target in one loud 
bang, hoping to be closer to the bull’s-eye 
than a handful of other contenders and 
win a delicious prize—a rack of ribs.

At the Island Grove Blueberry Festival, 
which took place Saturday in southeast 
Alachua County, the turkey shoot has 
been around for many years. 

Although it’s certainly one of the high-
lights of the event, attendees also enjoyed 
picking blueberries and shopping for 
mom-and-pop knickknacks throughout 
the venue. About $10,000 of the event’s 
proceeds went to support the Cross Creek 
Volunteer Fire Department.

With smoke blowing from his shotgun 
barrel, Thomas places his gun on a table 
and grabs a Diet Pepsi and a chair to eye 

his competition. 
“I could hear ‘em gobble that time,” he 

said, hoping for a strike. 
His first name is John, but people call 

him by his middle name, Kinnis.

Living near Island Grove since he was 
born, Thomas said over the years he has 
seen the already small town get smaller as 
farmers moved out of the area. 

But one of the things that hasn’t 
changed is the turkey shoot, which al-
ready won him a rack of ribs. He keeps 
his winning target folded inside his shirt 
pocket for safekeeping. Traditionally, 
winners received vouchers for a free tur-
key at the local grocery store, but since 
the holidays aren’t upcoming, the prize is 
the slab of pork. 

“They call it a blueberry festival for 
the lack of calling it something better,” he 

said, laughing.
Some women temporarily left their 

husbands to go shopping through the 
flea-market cluster while the men made 
their way to the gunfire in the distance. 

One man in particular, 83-year-old 
Donald Faircloth, said he doesn’t remem-
ber how many times he’s been to the blue-
berry festival but hints that it’s a lot. He’s 
been in the Gainesville area since before 
43rd Street and 34th Street were even 
built, a project he had a hand in.

“We  built the first stretch of 34th Street 
from Archer Road to Northwest 16th Av-
enue,” said Faircloth, who worked for a 
construction company in 1958. “That’s as 
far as it went.”

Some years earlier, he was a prospec-
tive UF student, but before he could start 
class, he was swept into service by the U.S. 
government to fight in the Korean War.

“Uncle Sam needed my services before 
I even got started,” he said. 

He served for 10 months before return-
ing home. 

“They shot real bullets at you there,” 
he said.

Although some festival-goers like 
Faircloth have been coming to the Island 
Grove Blueberry Festival for many years, 
several first-timers came for a taste of 
Florida’s blueberry heritage. 

Self-proclaimed Wizard of Odd, Joe 
DiVito, brought homemade hot sauces 
that go from “mild to wild.” He gave out 
free samples of his sauces to spread the 
word about his LaCrosse-based business.

“So far today we’ve only killed seven 
people,” DiVito said, joking. “I use lucid 
dreaming to come up with my recipes.”

Alachua County’s Aunt Zelma’s Blue-
berries and 301 Blueberries both provid-
ed more than 150 cases of berries for the 
event at discounted prices. 

Everything from fresh blueberry ice 
cream to blueberry goat cheese candy 
was served to children and families at the 
festival. 

And for those who aren’t tired of the 
violet-hued berries, “U-Pick” blueberry 
picking will take place for another two 
weeks at both farms.  
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Julia Goodrich, 4, inspects a freshly picked blueberry at the 301 Blueberry Farm dur-
ing its annual Blueberry Festival Saturday morning. Her mother, Meredith Goodrich, 
39, said it’s nice to be able to listen to live music while picking blueberries.

May 20, 1999
Locals expressed their support 

for a bill Gov. Jeb Bush signed into 
law to regulate body piercing. Pro-
fessional body piercers thought it 
would keep unprofessional, un-
qualified piercers out of their busi-
ness. UF student Brooke Curtiss 
said she thought the rules might 
not work. “Kids are going to do 
it anyway. They’ll just have their 
friends. I think they are just using 
sanitation as an excuse to enforce 
conservative values on kids.”

May 23, 1989
Thanks to a donation to the St. 

Francis House, the homeless peo-
ple of Gainesville had something 
other than water to enjoy with 
their lunch from the soup kitchen. 
Nutri-Products donated more than 
2,000 servings of their high-protein 
drink Go!, which was designed to 
help athletes recover from training. 
Normally the about 80 homeless 
people who ate the lunch only got 
a liquid through vegetable soup.

May 21, 2002
The Florida Museum of Natu-

ral History said goodbye to a T.rex 
named Sue. The four-month-long 
exhibit brought the museum na-
tionwide attention. “The Sue ex-
hibit let the community know that 
the museum is playing in the big 
leagues,” museum associate direc-
tor Graig Shaak said. He said he 
estimated attendance to the exhibit 
of the 42-foot skeleton was nearly 
100,000 people. As a follow-up to 
the popular exhibit, the museum 
was going to open “Tusks!” that 
would show the history of Flori-
da’s prehistoric elephants.

— KRISTAN WIGGINS

LOCAL

Blueberry festival keeps Alachua traditions

“So far today we’ve only killed 
seven people. I use lucid dreaming 

to come up with my recipes.”
Joe DiVito

Festival-goer
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BUY IT. SELL IT. FIND IT. 373-FIND

Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

SS & VA ARE WELCOME!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

8-18-25-1

Furnished 2BR/2BA condo in Haile 
Plantation. Washer, dryer, front garden, back 
porch $1100 + utilities/month. Call 352-378-
8710    2-72-14-5-1

Best deal in town - condo across campus 
2 bedrooms each $325/mo.- # 1 location 
for bus routes - Resort-style living  - Rent 
Includes utilities, cable & internet, ladies only 
- Call Belle @ 352-328-2477    8-18-14-25-1

2/2 in 3/3 Windsor Park. 2nd floor, washer/
dryer and other appl. Own B/B, on bus stop 
close to UF. Avail 6/1 for yr lease. Pool, hot 
tub, tennis, gym, $400/mo + 1/3 util. Tiffany 
321-446-5009    5-29-14-14-1

2BRs avail starting immediately & 2BRs avail 
starting 8/15/14 in a great 4BR/4BA renovat-
ed. Well furn student apt Countryside at the 
University condo. $350/rm/mo. Hi-speed inter-
net & cable incl. in rent. HDTV & DVD, W/D, 
walk-in closet, patio, on Bus rts 9, 35 & 36. (1.2 
mi to UF) Bball, vball, pool, spa & gym. Indiv 
leases for students  Call or text 813-731-7747 
or email. jigishanyc@yahoo.com    5-29-14-
10-1

Room in furn house,own bathrm,free 
cable,WASHER DRYER,I have 2sweet 
kitties(so no add pets)near bus#10 to SFC 
and UF FEMALE ONLY call336-9285 to see/
scissors@cox.net $390+1/2 util    5-27-14-
5-1

Furnished 2BR/2BA w/ walk-in closets avail. 
in 4BR/4BA at Countryside. Rent $375/rm/
mo. Utilities, cable, internet, and washer/
dryer included w. rent. Bus rts. 9, 35, 36. Call 
Marc 786-390-4252.    5-27-14-5-1

Furnished 1/1 condo,2nd flr
<1 mile from UF, No Pets
Washer/Dryer,Balcony,Walk-in closet
$595/mo, $500 deposit
Contact Patricia 305-972-9031    5-27-14-
5-1

$450/mo May-Aug Furn'ed Pvt BR+Ba incl 
utils, WiFi, W/D, TV. Quiet w/ 3 males + 1 cat 
near UF Midtown, 13th/8th area easy Bus, 
Bike routes. ROOM@COX.NET / (352) 338-
1113    5-29-6-1

DUPLEX 3BR/2BA W/ OFFICE
Zoned Newberry Schools. $1060/mo. 352-
472-8777    5-20-14-2-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

2BR APT $475/mo
Small pet ok.  Call 352-372-1201 or 352-213-
3901    8-18-14-25-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dryer 
included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 352-538-2181 lv message    
8-18-14-25-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-5-14-168-2 

MADISON ON 20th - 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th St. 1BR/$475, 
2BR/$595. 335-7066, visit us on Facebook or 
Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  8-18-14-
25-2

WALK TO UF
Live in prestigious Jackson 
Square. 2 BR condos avail. 
$1300-$1600 mo. 352-505-5049
6-16-14-74-2

8 BLOCKS TO UF
Spacious 2BR/1BA, island kitchen.
Plenty of parking! Available Fall Term
$700 mo. 352-505-5049
6-19-14-74-2

SPYGLASS
Individual Leases. Furniture pkgs.

incl Washer/Dryer & FREE Hi-Speed
internet. Rates start at $439. Every unit

an end unit. Mon-Fri 9-6 Sat. 10-5 Sun. 1-5
701 SW 62nd Blvd.  352-373-6330

www.spyglassapts.com
8-18-14-25-2

LAKEWOOD VILLAS
Large 1,2 & 3BR floorplans starting at $665

Free Hi-Speed internet, washer/dryer,
fitness center, computer lab,

swimming pool etc. M-F 9-6, Sat. 10-5
700 SW 62nd Blvd. 352-371-8009

www.lakewoodvillas.com
8-18-14-25-2

UPPER WESTSIDE/
NANTUCKET WALK
1 & 2 bdrm Luxury Apts. starting at $850.

Granite counters. FREE Hi-Speed Internet. 
Parking avail.

Walking distance to UF & Stadium.
408 NW 14th St. Now leasing for Fall 2014.

For info. call 352-872-4644
www.upperwestsideuf.com

8-18-14-24-2

May or August: Several Cute & Clean 1 & 
2 BR vintage apartments near UF & down-
town, with wood floors, fans, & blinds. Rents: 
$455 to $1080. Call/text: 352-575-4395; 
www.CozyGator.com      5-29-14-26-2

★★ HIDDEN LAKE ★★
LARGE 2/2 over 940 SQ.FT.

REDUCED to $944!
$49 Move-In Special

Limited Availability
1015 NW 21st Ave. 352-374-3866

www.hiddenlaketcc.com
7-31-14-34-2

2-5 Bdrm houses available July/Aug.
Great for UF and Sante Fe Families.

Ask about our family discounts!! 
Call Eric Manin at 352-682-7424

5-29-15-2

● $1175 3/2 House Available July/Aug ●
WALNUT CREEK

Beautiful 3/2 off 39th Ave
★Spacious ★ Fireplace ★ Fenced ★Garage

Call/Text Eric 352-682-7424
6-10-14-2

● TOP QUALITY - GREAT LOCATIONS ●
Upscale 1 & 2 BR apts. 1 Block to campus 
on north & east side. Year leases available 
beginning summer or fall. No pets.
K & M Properties 372-1509    8-18-14-26-2

**HOUSES & APARTMENTS **
1,2 & 3 Bedroom Houses & Apartments
Walk or bike to UF. Call 870-2760    6-19-
14-12-2

HOUSE - 3242 NW 11th ST. AVAIL 6/1.
2BR/1BA, tiled floors, W/D. Large separate 
garage & fenced backyard. $800/mo + $975 
Sec. Pets ok w/ add'l fees. Call 352-371-
3473, leave message    6-5-14-6-2

Charming 2br 1 ba Cottage. Walk to UF.
2703 NW 2nd Ave 

Central h/a, laundry, large screened porch, 
Available July.

No Pets. $900 per month
1st, last, sec. App fee $40.

332-5836
5-22-14-4-2

HISTORIC APTS Downtown Pleasant St 
Historic District. 1-3BRs. Ceiling fans, porch-
es, wd flrs, some w/ W/D. ALSO we have 2 & 
3BR homes. Cats ok, no dogs. 1st, last, sec. 
Call 352-378-3075    6-5-14-8-2

***Bellaproperties.net***
Grad complex close to UF Health& VA .

ON RTS 12 stops at complex .Palm Villas
(2/2 & 3/1) 4205 sw 31 st dr. 352-335-5424

8-29-14-30-2

Updated 2B/2B Condo@Campus Edge w/
SS appl,sec sys,W&D in unit,pool/fitness ctr. 
bus stop $1,000/mo incl water/sewer/trash. 
Debbie 901-581-0135/hombydeb@aol.com    
5-29-14-5-2

2 blocks to UF! Historic 4BR/4BA. Hardwood 
floors/lots of charm. Available now. 1113 SW 
2nd Ave. $2800/mo. Responsible and re-
spectful tenants only. 352-316-3111.    5-29-
14-5-2

2BR/2BA luxury condo,granite counters, 
crown molding, pool view,fitness center, lg 
laundry, W/D, screened lanai, 2013 carpet/
paint, Tower Rd bus rt, $825/mo, water/sew-
er/trash inc, 352-262-3291    8-7-14-23-2

WALK TO UF - FALL
● Studios $450-$475  ● 1BR/1BA $565 
● 2BR/2.5BA $850      ● 2BR/1BA $800
1 yr lease. SD, NS, ND. Call/Text 352-870-
7256     gvll32601@gmail.com     7-31-14-
20-2

Don’t get stuck with an extra rent payment. 
Advertise your subleases in the Alligator 
Classifieds and save yourself some cash. 
Call 373-FIND.

THE POLOS
1BR/1BA for summer. MAY FREE.
June, July reduced to $350.
Call 407-616-4035 or 407-271-4146    5-27-
14-5-3

One bed room apartment available from 
June 15th to 31st July. Close to shopping 
complex & RTS bus stop. Rent $680. Call/
text:352-870-8450    5-20-1-3

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

Eng. Honor Student Seeks Apt Mate
2/2 1020 sqft @ Wildflower <5 minute walk 
to UF Rent $700 mo split util Avail. early/mid 
August no smoke/pets
Call Chad: 352/359/5589    7-8-14-15-4

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

 1 For Rent: Furnished
 2 For Rent: Unfurnished
 3 Sublease
 4 Roommates
 5 Real Estate

 6 Furnishings
 7 Computers
 8 Electronics
 9 Bicycles
 10 For Sale

 11 Motorcycles, Mopeds
 12 Autos
 13 Wanted
 14 Help Wanted
 15 Services

 16 Health Services
 17 Typing Services
 18 Personals
 19 Connections
 20 Event Notices

 21 Entertainment
 22 Tickets
 23 Rides
 24 Pets
 25 Lost & Found

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise ‘’any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make limitation, or discrimination.’’ We will 
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.  •  All employment opportunities advertised herein are subject to the laws which prohibit discrimina-
tion in employment (barring legal exceptions) because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap, familial status, age, or any other covered status.  •  This newspaper assumes no responsibility for injury or loss arising from contacts made through the type of advertising that 
is know as “personal” or “connections” whether or not they actually appear under those classifications. We suggest that any reader who responds to that type of advertising use caution and investigate the sincerity of the advertiser before giving out personal information.  •  Although this 
newspaper uses great care in accepting or rejecting advertising according to its suitability, we cannot verify that all advertising claims or offers are completely valid in every case and, therefore, cannot assume any responsibility for any injury or loss arising from offers and acceptance of 
offers of goods and/or services through any advertising contained herein.

How To Place A Classified Ad:
In Person:
Cash, Check, MC, or Visa
The Alligator Office

1105 W. University Ave.

M-F, 8am - 4pm

By E-mail: classifieds@alligator.org

By Fax: (352) 376-3015

By Mail:
Call 352-373-FIND for information. 

Sorry, no cash by mail. 

MasterCard, Visa or checks only.

By Phone: (352) 373-FIND
Payment by Visa or MasterCard ONLY. 

M-F, 8am - 4pm

When Will Your Ad Run?
Ads placed by 4 pm will appear two    publica-

tion days later. Ads may run for any length 

of time and be cancelled at any time. Sorry, 

but there can be no refunds or credits for 

cancelled ads.

Corrections and Cancellations:

Cancellations: Call 373-FIND M-F, 8am - 4pm. No refunds or credits can be given.
Alligator errors: Check your ad the FIRST day it runs. Call 373-FIND with any 

corrections before noon. THE ALLIGATOR IS ONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
FIRST DAY THE AD RUNS INCORRECTLY. Corrected ads will be extended one 

day. No refunds or credits can be given after placing the ad. Corrections called in 

after the first day will not be further compensated.

Customer error or changes: Changes must be made BEFORE NOON for the next 

day’s paper. There will be a $2.00 charge for minor changes.

 Online: w/ Visa or MasterCard at www.alligator.org/classified
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NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
8-18-25-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 can 
deliver.      8-18-14-25-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        8-18-14-25-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        8-18-14-25-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   8-18-25-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
8-18-25-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       8-18-14-25-6

Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.

COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
Network specialists

We buy computers and laptops
Working and Non-working

378-4009, 607 NW 13th Street
8-18-14-25-7

COMPUTER HELP AND REPAIR
Call John @ Just PC's

Virus Removal, Cracked Screen
Tutorials, Upgrades, Office

352-246-2231, 6515 NW 36 Terr
9-30-14-73-7

Another Saturday night without a date?
Read The Alligator.

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus On-Line Auctions●
are underway…bikes, computers, furniture,
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in
bidding go to: SURPLUS.UFL.EDU 392-0370
8-18-14-25-10

 

HORSES & GOATS
FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925      8-18-25-10

 

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

8-18-14-25-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Great Scooters, Service & Prices!

118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271
Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com

facebook.com/newscooters4less
8-18-14-25-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
8-18-14-25-11

★★★★Road Rat Motors★★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $999. 1-2yr 
warranties with roadside assistance includ-
ed. 376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com   8-18-
14-25-11

Road Rat Motors offers FREE pickup service 
for any paid scooter repair. LOWEST labor 
rate, quickest turnaround in town! Will repair 
ANY brand scooter. Free estimates. 376-
6275. RoadRatMotors.com    8-18-14-25-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

8-18-14-25-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   
8-18-14-25-11

★★★  WWW.SWAMPCYCLES.COM  ★★★
Scooters & Motorcycles ● Sales & Service 
Quality, Experienced, Certified Technicians.

Close to Campus, Lowest Prices.
633 NW 13th St. 352-373-8823

8-18-25-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●
 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
8-18-25-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!
6 MONTHS TO PAY
DOWN PAYMENT!!!
352-375-9090                     8-18-25-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTAL
ALL VEHICLES 2014
3630 N MAIN ST
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090                    8-18-25-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTAL
EASY TO RENT!!!!
NO CREDIT CARD REQUIRED!
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090                   8-18-25-12

GET INTO A VEHICLE $100 & UP
PAYMENTS YOU CAN AFFORD
6 MONTHS TO PAY TAX,
TITLE, & REGISTRATION FEES
352-338-1999                   8-18-25-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!
NO EMPLOYMENT CHECK
352-338-1999                  8-18-25-12

91 CHEVY CAPRISE $1300
00 DODGE INTREPID $1500
96 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE $1500
00 JEEP CHEROKEE $1500
352-338-1999                  8-18-25-12

Don't forget to tell them:

"I found it in The Alligator!"

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call 352-259-2020   8-18-
14-25-12

★★HEADLINERS SAGGING?★★
★★POWER WINDOWS DON'T WORK?★★
Call or google Steve's Headliners
352-226-1973. On site available.    8-18-25-
12
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This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

St. Francis House is a homeless shelter
and soup kitchen located in downtown
Gainesville, and we are looking for help

from volunteers like you.
St. Francis House depends on monetary 

support from individual donors and
community businesses in order to help feed

the homeless and the hungry.
If you are interested in volunteering,

please contact Candice Jones
at (352) 378-9079 or

sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com
To make a donation by mail,

please send checks payable to
St. Francis House
P.O. Box 12491

Gainesville, FL 32604

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
8-18-25-13

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-359-2020    
8-18-14-25-13

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti & 
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948 
6-5-14-25-13 

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    8-18-14-
25-14

SBSG is a financial transcription company
offering part-time work.
- Create your own schedule
- Competitive Production-Based Pay
- Close to campus!
- Must be able to touch-type 65wpm
Apply Online: www.sbsgrp.com     12-3-14-
151-14

CARPENTER
Skilled metal stud framer for high production 
construction site.

CONSTRUCTION ASST
Assist with planning and working with sub-
contractors on rebuilding of 30,000 sq. ft. of 
office space off I-75. Order materials. Provide 
clerical support. Be familiar with AutoCad 
and SketchUp.

Competitive salary. Flexible hours. Please 
apply online at www.gleim.com/employment. 
5-22-14-4-14

University of Florida
Survey Research Center

720 SW 2nd Ave. suite 156
Hiring for Summer !

Apply Mon-Fri 9am-8pm
392 2908 ext. 105

$9.00/$9.50/hr + Incentive + Paid Training
Bilingual SPANISH Speakers Needed
http://www.bebr.ufl.edu/survey/hiring

5-20-14-10-14

RGIS, LLC PT Hourly Work
Flexible schedules
$8/hr to start, apply online at RGIS.com    
5-29-14-11-14

SPEND YOUR SUMMER AT CAMP 
LOCHEARN IN BEAUTIFUL VERMONT. 
Now hiring Horseback and Tennis instructors 
for very competitive pay.
Camplochearn.com or call 802-333-4211
ask for Tony or Blake in our Gainesville
office.    6-12-14-14-14

NOW HIRING
Outstanding Notetakers and Editors

SUMMER 2014
Apply online at SmokinNotes.com

5-20-14-6-14

DATA ENTRY/CLERICAL POSITION
Full or Part Time
Please apply in person.
Institute of Veterinary Spec
3603 NW 98th St. Suite A.    5-27-5-14

TUTOR FOR INTERNET HOME 
SCHOOLING OF 8 YR OLD DURING AN 
EIGHT MONTH BOATING TRIP TO CANADA 
& BACK. TRIP STARTS END OF JUNE. 
ROOM, BOARD, SMALL SALARY ON THIS 
SAILING ADVENTURE! SEND RESUME 
AND PICTURE TO: SAILING P.O. BOX 1870 
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FLORIDA 32656    
5-29-14-6-14

EMT/Para.-State Lic. & CPR Card
Phlebotomist/Receptionist - Must have
HS Diploma/GED. Exp. a +/willing to
train. Alt. wknds req. FT/PT Available.
Apply @ DCI Biologicals, 150 NW 6th St.    
8-29-14-30-14

Language editors (Russian and Spanish)
needed by educational organization

to support part-time,
temporary assignment (5 - 8 months). 

Duties include
performing QC on translations,

coordinating work and schedules with the
translations vendor, and

making edits as necessary to book files
and other documents.

Requires written and verbal fluency in target
languages, above-average editorial skills,
and proficiency in Microsoft applications.

Adobe CS6 (Indesign and Illustrator) skills
are a plus. DFWP EOE

Submit resume to resume@nccer.org
5-27-14-5-14

STAY IN GAINESVILLE
Gleim Publications
has the following openings:

SOFTWARE DEVELOPER
WEB DEVELOPER
WEB DESIGNER
ACCOUNTING EDITOR
PROFESSOR RELATIONS REP
SALES CONSULTANT
TECH SUPPORT
LINUX ADMINISTRATOR
ADMIN ASST
ACCOUNTING RESEARCH ASST
CONSTRUCTION ASST/PT
CARPENTER
PAINTER

Good benefits that includes medical reim-
bursement bonus, profit sharing/retirement, 
paid time off, tuition reimbursement, etc.
Flexible schedules. Casual dress code. 
Please complete an online application at 
www.gleim.com/employment.   5-29-14-6-14

PT cleaner needed- you must OWN a 
RELIABLE car w/ VALID license, paying $8/
hr and additional $10ea day for gas. Please 
contact Caleitha 352-214-0868 text is ok as 
well.    5-27-5-14

GREAT JOBS ARE HARD TO FIND!!
But not anymore! We are seeking fun,
conscientious, people-oriented, experienced 
vet techs. Our management team and
staff are friendly and supportive with a
passion for providing the best possible
emergency veterinary medicine and
surgery. Drop-off your resume at Affiliated 
Pet Emergency Service, or email to
svmcvt@gmail.com. absolutely no calls
no faxes.   5-29-14-6-14
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Extended Day
Enrichment Program

Now Hiring
for positions available

August 2014

Leave town knowing you
already have a job in the fall.

Energetic, knowlegeable people wanted to
work with elementary school children doing

arts & crafts, sports, Girl Scouts, Dance
and much more in an after school program

at various schools.
Hours are

M,T,Th,F 1:45-5:30 & Wed. 12:30-5:30 PM.
Various locations close at 6:00pm

Activity Leaders earn $10 per hour
Drug Testing Required,

Background Investigation Conducted
Affirmative Action/

Equal Opportunity Employer
Apply online at www.sbac.edu

School Board of Alachua County
620 E. University Ave. Gainesville, FL 32601

For  more information call Misty
@ the EDEP office 955-7766

5-20-14-2-14

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  8-18-14-25-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
8-18-25-15

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
 Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiLegal.com
Private Experienced Affordable  8-18-25-15

Want to be a CNA?       Don’t want to wait?
Express Training Services now offers a 
CNA class which can be completed in one 
weekend.  Perfect for busy college students.   
www.expresstrainingservices.com/ww   8-18-
14-25-15

Don't forget to tell them:

"I found it in The Alligator!"

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

8-18-25-16

ACLS BLS PALS CPR/FA
American Heart Assoc. cert issued. 
Convenient scheduling. Teaching gators for 
over 15 years. Safetynet of Florida. Call us 
today (800)319-5708    6-10-14-40-16

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

Pol Parsley The Thai Elvis
With 5-piece Band. Now available for con-
certs, shows, weddings & special occa-
sions. Call 352-338-0938 or youtube.com.
PolParsley.          Thank you very much.    
8-18-38-21

TOPSEED TENNIS & SOCCER, 3739 W. 
Univ Ave, (opposite Ballyhoo) 352-372-2257
Check our prices before you buy!
● Shoes ● Racquets ● Accessories
Not in stock? Get extra 10% off.
We do it better! Low rates on Lessons too!   
6-12-14-8-21

ALLIGATOR CLASSIFIED ADS

GET THE JOB DONE!
REACH MORE THAN 50,000 READERS 
EACH PUBLICATION DAY

TOPSEED TENNIS & SOCCER, 3739 W. 
Univ Ave, (opposite Ballyhoo) 352-372-2257
RESTRING in an hour, same day, or 24 
hour. Synthetic gut strings start at $1.99 plus 
stringing, Nylon string are FREE plus $12 
stringing. No body beats our price or quality.  
6-12-14-8-21

TOPSEED TENNIS & SOCCER, 3739 W. 
Univ Ave, (opposite Ballyhoo) 352-372-2257
LARGEST EQUIPMENT SELECTION.
We beat online tennis shop prices or get 10% 
off any price lower than us on shoes, tennis, 
badminton, squash, racquetball racquets
6-12-14-8-21

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad in 
the classifieds to find trip arrangements or 
show off your bus and shuttle service. 373-
FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Horse Boarding 15 min fr UF $350/$500 
Eng/West. Lit arena, 527 acres, show jumps, 
Lg & Sm dres. rings, 150+ XC Hunter Paces. 
BHS & Parelli instr 352-258-0317
mistymorninghounds.com     9-19-14-62-24

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
8-18-25-18

When you're stuck out in Oz
and you need cash to get home,
click your heels three times
and think of Best Jewelry and Loan
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
8-18-14-25-18

When cash is low
and the bills seem out of reach,
Best Jewelry and Loan
is the surfer's "Pawn Beach".
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
8-18-14-25-18

When the heat is on
and it's bucks that you need,
Best Jewelry and Loan
your requests we will heed.
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
8-18-14-25-18

Planning to liquidate
stereos, TV's, instruments and tools?
See Rich at Best.
He'll give you cash for your jewels.
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
8-18-14-25-18

 

Want to make a connection?
Place your ad here to look for someone to 
share a common interest with or for your true 
love 

The end of the term
and the end of your rope,
Best Jewelry and Loan is
the needy Gator's hope!
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
8-18-14-25-19

Surf on down to "Pawn Beach"
when the tide seems too high.
We're your summer cash friends
so your blues will be all sky!
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
8-18-14-25-19

The surf's up at "Pawn Beach"
we're all making the scene.
If you're in need go see Rich,
Best Jewelry and Loan's got the "green".
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
8-18-14-25-19

You need the money
to do what you will.
Rich at Best Jewelry and Loan
has the cash for those bills.
Best Jewelry and Loan Pawn 371-4367    
8-18-14-25-19

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!

DATA ENTRY/ CLERICAL POSITION
Full or Part Time
Please apply in person
Institute of Veterinary Spec
3603 NW 98th St. Suite A     6-3-5-14

Sun Country Sports is now hiring
experienced swim instructors.

Must have or obtain lifeguard cert.
Apply at

www.suncountrysports.com/jobs.html.
6-5-14-8-14

Part time Recruitment Coordinator
to screen potential patients, take history, 
explain trials and help with ads at a mental 
health research site.
Good phone skills required. $10-$15/hr.
Resumes to infoct@ehsfamily.com  5-27-14-
5-14

Growing Primary Care office needs experi-
enced medical biller. Admin exp preferred 
but not required.  Part time now then move 
to full time in 2015.  Experience  in medical 
billing is a must!  Email resume to billing@
primarycareinstitute.com       6-3-14-5-14

Friends don’t let friends drive drunk.
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Amanda O’Leary and 
the UF lacrosse team fell 
to Northwestern in the 
quarterfinals. Read the 
story on page 16.

SEC announces UF’s rotating cross-division opponents in football

� GATORS OUTSCORED RE-
GIONAL OPPONENTS 29-0.

JORDAN MCPHERSON
Alligator Staff Writer @J_McPherson1126

After UF defeated UCF 7-0 in the 
final game of the Gainesville Re-
gional on Sunday to advance to its 
seventh NCAA Super Regional in 
program history, coach Tim Walton 
took a moment to remember former 
Gators pitcher Stacey Nelson.

“Every time we go to Super Re-
gionals, I think of her just because 
she did it first,” Walton said.

When the Gators reached the 
Super Regionals for the first time 
in 2007, they rode three shutout 
performances and two complete 
games by the three-time All-Amer-
ican pitcher in the regional rounds 
as they defeated Stetson, Georgia 
Tech and Texas by a combined 18-0 
score.

Seven years later, No. 5-seed 
Florida accomplished that feat 
again — shutting out Florida A&M, 
Stetson and UCF with an aggregate 
29-0 score to clinch a Super Region-
al berth against No. 12-seed Wash-
ington that begins Saturday at Katie 
Seashole Pressly Stadium.

But unlike that 2007 campaign 
when the Gators had Nelson start 
all three games and pitch 18.1 of 21 
innings, the 2014 Florida team used 
a different pitcher in each regional 
contest.

“At the beginning of the year, I 
thought having three pitchers was 
going to be a huge advantage for 
us in a situation like this,” Walton 
said.

“In this kind of setting, in this 
kind of situation playing head-to-
head with three different opponents, 

I think it’s a huge, huge advantage 
to have not just three pitchers, but 
three quality pitchers.”

Walton gave freshman Delanie 

Gourley the nod to start against 
FAMU on Friday, and she respond-
ed by pitching UF’s first postseason 
no-hitter as the Gators cruised to a 

five-inning, 8-0 victory.
Gourley showed much more 

command in the circle compared 
to her last start on April 26 against 

Missouri — a game where she gave 
up four runs and was pulled from 
the circle in favor of Lauren Haeger 

Alligator File Photo

Delanie Gourley pitches from the circle in Florida’s 2-0 victory against Ole Miss on March 9 at Katie Seashole Pressly Stadium. The fresh-
man pitcher tossed the program’s first postseason no-hitter Friday in UF’s 8-0 win against Florida A&M during the NCAA Tournament.

Three-person pitching rotation boosts UF to Super Regional

IAN COHEN
Alligator Writer @ibcohen5

After defeating No. 1-seed Georgia 
in the NCAA quarterfinals on Saturday, 
the Gators couldn’t pull off another up-
set in the semifinals.

No. 8-seed Florida (23-6) was swept 
by fifth-seeded UCLA (25-2) 4-0 on Mon-
day afternoon.

“I thought we played great, I really 
did,” coach Roland Thornqvist said. “But 
credit (UCLA). They made the shots at 
the end. I thought we did what we could 

and I really thought we had chances to 
win four singles spots going into the 
match to begin with.”

Before singles play, Florida dropped 
the doubles point for the second time in 
this year’s NCAA Tournament.

Both doubles matches on Courts 1 
and 2 entered tiebreaks, but the Gators 
were unable to capitalize in both. Sofie 
Oyen and Belinda Woolcock fell 8-7 (5), 
followed by an 8-7 (5) loss from Kourt-
ney Keegan and Alexandra Cercone to 

Bruins halt Gators’ post-
season run with a sweep

bAsebAll

RICHARD JOHNSON
Alligator Staff Writer @RagjUF

Florida’s quest for a seventh Southeast-
ern Conference tournament championship 
begins this week as the top-seeded Gators 
descend upon Hoover Metropolitan Sta-
dium.

The Gators’ first pitch of this year’s tour-
nament is Wednesday at 5:30 p.m., and UF 
will face the winner of Tuesday’s eight-nine 
matchup featuring Alabama and Kentucky 
— the Gators’ seed affords them a first round 
bye. The first four rounds are double elimi-
nation to get the field down to four teams 
before the final three games of the tourna-
ment are played in a standard single elimi-
nation win-or-go-home format.

With the 13th SEC regular season cham-

pionship in school history already clinched, 
Florida (37-19, 21-9 SEC) failed to sweep 
eastern division foe Tennessee (31-22, 12-18 
SEC) losing 7-5 to close out the 2014 regular 
season over the weekend.

With nothing to play for, Florida trotted 
out irregular players in its starting lineup 
like catcher Mike Fahrman, left fielder Ryan 
Larson, second baseman Jason Lombardozzi 
and third baseman Josh Tobias. Regular sec-
ond baseman Casey Turgeon got the day off 
for the first time all season.

Tobias — who had started only one game 
since March 23 — made his presence felt in 
a big way with a tremendous home run to 
lead off the third inning that soared over the 
left-field fence. It was his second home run 
this season and the fifth of his UF career.

Florida earns first-round bye

see soFt, PAge 15

see w-tennis, PAge 15

see bAse, PAge 15

Poll Question
Which UF spring sport has been the most impressive 
to you this past semester?

2014 at Alabama 
2015 vs. Ole Miss 
2016 at Arkansas 
2017 vs. Texas A&M 

2018 at MSU
2019 vs. Auburn 
2020 at Ole Miss 
2021 vs. Alabama 

2022 at TAMU
2023 vs. Arkansas 
2024 at Auburn 
2025 vs. MSU 



Tobias’ homer was the second 
of two solo shots in consecutive 
innings for Florida — the fi rst 
was from Gushue playing from 

the DH spot in the lineup for the 
ninth time this season. Despite the 
two runs, the Gators still found 
themselves behind 4-2 after three 
innings.

UF could have added another 

run in the third after a Harrison 
Bader fl yout to left fi eld. Larson 
attempted to score from third 
base, but instead of sliding into 
home he attempted to step on the 
plate that was blocked by the left 
foot of Tennessee catcher Taylor 
Schultz and Larson became the 
last out of the inning.

Two innings later in the top 
of the fi fth, the Gators would 
add three runs to their total, and 
take a 5-4 lead thanks to two RBI 
doubles. The fi rst was laced into 
center fi eld by shortstop Richie 
Martin and scored Tobias. The 
second was a Gushue shot down 
the left-fi eld line two batters later 
that scored Bader as well as Mar-
tin. It was Gushue’s second and 
third RBIs of the game.

Tennessee would answer back 
with offensive fi repower of its 
own in its half of the fi fth on two 
RBI singles and a sacrifi ce fl y.

From then on, Florida ad-
vanced two baserunners all the 
way to third base but was unable 
to bring them home.

With the victory, the Volun-
teers clinched a berth in the SEC 
tournament for the fi rst time in 
seven years. In that 2007 tourna-
ment, Tennessee was an eight seed 
that upset the top-ranked in-state 
rival Vanderbilt in the fi rst round 
before being knocked out of the 
double elimination tournament. 
The fi rst loss was to Ole Miss by 
the score of 6-3, the second was 
in the rematch with Vanderbilt, a 
15-2 shellacking.

before the fi rst out of the game 
was recorded.

In fi ve innings on Friday, 
the freshman lefty fanned 
seven of FAMU’s 17 batters to 
bring her strikeout total to 125 
on the season. Gourley’s 1.18 
strikeout-per-inning mark is 
third among all freshmen and 
31st in the country.

“Delanie really set the tone 
for us with that (two strike-
out) fi rst inning,” Walton said 
on Friday. “She really pitched 
well and I’m proud of her in 
her fi rst postseason start.”

Senior ace Hannah Rogers 
followed Gourley’s perfor-
mance with a six-inning, four-
hit shutout Saturday as Florida 
rolled over Stetson 14-0.

Rogers struck out four bat-
ters en route to her 24th win of 
the season and her 12th career 
postseason victory.

“I always go out there with 
a lot of energy,” Rogers said 
on Saturday. “I’m not trying 
to change anything. I just want 
to keep doing what I do out 
there.”

In her career, the Lake 
Wales, Fla., native holds the 
second-highest marks in UF 

history in wins (121), complete 
games (102), innings pitched 
(950) and strikeouts (809).

Junior Lauren Haeger then 
capped things off for Florida 
on Sunday by pitching a com-
plete-game shutout of her own 
in UF’s 7-0 win over UCF.

“Hannah’s lights out. Dela-
nie’s lights out,” Haeger said. 
“I told myself ‘They did it, so 
you can, too.’”

The Peoria, Ariz., native 
struck out fi ve batters in the 
win and dropped her ERA to 
a career-best and team-lead-
ing 1.57. Haeger also holds 
the Gators’ best marks in op-
ponent batting average (.178) 
(UF’s career mark is .174, Hae-
ger is second best all-time) 
and strikeout-per-walk ratio 
(3.05:1).

Center fi elder Kirsti Merritt 
feels it’s a benefi t that Florida 
has three different pitchers 
that can produce in the circle 
in any given game.

“It’s amazing,” the sopho-
more said. “I love it whenever 
we get all three pitchers in 
there. I like having the differ-
ent pitches: Delanie’s change-
up, Hannah’s drop ball and 
then Lauren coming out with 
the hard screwballs.”
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Josh Tobias throws a ball during Florida’s 15-3 victory against Geor-
gia Tech on June 3, 2012, at McKethan Stadium.

Tobias records fi fth career home run
BASE, from page 14

Singles championship begin Wednesday, doubles on Thursday

forfeit the doubles point.
“Our Court 2, for the fi rst twenty minutes, I 

don’t know where we were,” Thornqvist said. 
“I mean we were coughing up balls left and 
right.”

No. 14 Olivia Janowicz lost to No. 8 Jenni-
fer Brady 6-1, 6-1 to begin singles action. Next, 
UCLA’s No. 2 Robin Anderson defeated No. 
16 Brianna Morgan 6-1, 6-3 to take a 3-0 lead 

over Florida.
“Once it got into the third hour you could 

feel the match turning a little bit and some of 
the UCLA players were getting a little more 
nervous,” Janowicz said. “I feel like if we were 
out there just a little bit longer the (momen-
tum) could’ve shifted. And we almost made it 
there, but just not today.”

UCLA’s Kaitlin Ray dropped freshman 
Keegan 6-3, 3-6, 6-2 to complete the sweep and 
eliminate UF from the tournament.

“It was clearly a learning 
thing for them,” Thornqvist 
said of Florida’s freshmen. 
“If you look at the UCLA 
team we played two years 
ago in the fi nals, we are very 
similar. And look at where 
they are now.”

The NCAA singles 
championship will begin on Wednesday, 
where Cercone, Morgan and Janowicz are all 

slated to compete.
The doubles championships will begin on 

Thursday, with Janowicz, Keegan, Oyen and 
Woolcock all earning spots.

“(This season) has meant everything,” 
Janowicz said. “Playing for yourself is totally 
different and I’m defi nitely excited, but more 
than anything I’m more disappointed and sad 
that I can’t come back and get another cham-
pionship with my team. That means so much 
more to me.”

W-TENNIS, from page 14

SOFT, from page 14

UF to host No. 12-
seed Washington

Thornqvist



EDEN OTERO
Alligator Writer @edenotero_l

It was a season of breaking re-
cords and defying expectations.

Despite Florida’s No. 5 rank in 
the national preseason polls, UF 
fans were still concerned with the 
team losing 13 players to graduation 
in 2013 and replacing them with 11 
freshmen.

When Florida defeated Ohio 
State 10-9 on March 22 to improve 
to 10-2 to start the year, fans began 
to see the impact of the 11 new ad-
ditions.

So when Florida lost in the 12-
11 double-overtime game against 
Northwestern on Saturday, it was 
a hard pill to swallow for coach 
Amanda O’Leary.

“I’m just really proud of our 
seniors, what they brought to the 
table, their leadership, their love, 
they’re caring and I’m sad for them,” 
O’Leary said. “They gave so much to 
this program over the course of this 
four years for Krista (Grabher) and 
fi ve years for Cara (Canington).”

Attacker Sammi Burgess, mid-
fi elder Mollie Stevens and defender 
Caroline Fitzgerald — a trio of fresh-
men — became vital players for 
O’Leary alongside juniors Shannon 
Gilroy and Nora Barry.

Burgess was one of Florida’s big-
gest recruits before the start of the 
season. The 5-foot-3 attacker never 
lost a game during her four years 
at the McDonogh School in Mary-
land and became known at Florida 

for being a vital scorer when Gilroy 
failed. 

Stevens also came in as a top re-
cruit but she spent her time in high 
school as an attacker. When Stevens 
arrived at Florida, O’Leary immedi-

ately moved her to midfi eld in an at-
tempt to give other midfi elders, like 
Sam Darcangelo and Nora Barry, a 
chance to rest. Stevens completed 
the season with 38 points and a rep-
utation for her ability to score on the 

fast break.
Fitzgerald became Florida’s go-

to player when it needed someone 
to guard the opponent’s best scorer. 
Fitzgerald covered star-offensive 
players like Syracuse’s Kayla Tre-
anor and Northwestern’s Alyssa 
Leonard. The Mount Sinai, N.Y., 
native fi nished the season with the 
most caused turnovers on defense 

(22) and 30 ground balls.
Although the freshmen were 

the Gators’ biggest and most unex-
pected story of the year, Gilroy also 
made a splash in the lacrosse com-
munity.

The Northport, N.Y., native 
broke the single-season record for 
most points (106), goals (86) and 
goals per game (4.15). Gilroy is the 
second-best offensive player in the 
country behind Syracuse’s Treanor.

Even with Gilroy putting points 
on the board, it wasn’t just goals that 
she brought to the team. In situations 
like Saturday when Northwestern’s 
defense controlled Florida’s scoring 
opportunities and stopped many of 
their offensive possessions, Gilroy 
used her notoriety as an offensive 
threat to get teammates like Burgess 
and Barry open for easy goals.

“I need to worry more about my 
teammates more than what I need to 
do to get open because it’s always 
really diffi cult for me to get off the 
ball and get open,” Gilroy said. “So 
I needed to be really prepared to 
help them and do the best I can for 
them.”

With the disappointment of not 
making it past the quarterfi nals of 
the NCAA Tournament, Florida will 
come back in 2015 with one goal in 
mind: Win a national title.

Senior goalkeeper Cara Can-
ington gave her fi nal thoughts on 
where the Gators would be in the 
2015 season and it matched that of 
Florida fans sentiments.

“I think the sky’s the limit for 
this team,” Canington said. “I think 
there is nothing but great things to 
come.”

16, ALLIGATOR � TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2014

Alligator File Photo

Sammi Burgess (center) runs down the fi eld in Florida’s 18-7 win against High Point on Feb. 15 at Don-
ald R. Dizney Stadium. The freshman attacker fi nished second on the team with 53 points.

WOMEN’S GOLF

LAYNE WEITZEL
Alligator Writer @laynejweitzel

Florida is returning to the Sooner State 
for the second time in two weeks. But on this 
trip, the Gators have a chance to win it all.

UF earned a spot in its 24th-overall, and 
fourth-straight NCAA Women’s Golf Cham-
pionship, which begins today and lasts 
through Friday at the par-70 Tulsa Country 

Club in Tulsa, Okla. 
Florida’s last national championship 

came  nearly 30 years ago in 1986
“We got our fi rst look at the course yes-

terday, and it is a great venue for this week’s 
championship,” coach Emily Glaser said in a 
release. “As you might expect in Oklahoma 
in the spring, the winds are forecasted to be 
strong early in the week.”

Glaser will send out Maria Torres, Sarah 
Schober, Karolina Vlckova, Camilla Hed-
berg and Elcin Ulu for the fi ve-person line-

up. The Gators are the eighth-ranked team 
in the Central Region, which contains nine 
of the 25 teams in the fi eld.

UF will tee off in the fi rst round at 8:30 
a.m. The fi eld will play 18 holes on each of 
the four days of competition.

“Patience will be a big key to our suc-
cess,” Glaser said. “If we can do this and 
limit our mistakes, we will have a good 
tournament.”

Gators aim to capture fi rst national title in nearly 30 years

Florida loses nail-biter to conference rival in quarterfi nals

“Patience will be a big key to our 
success. If we can do this and limit 
our mistakes, we will have a good 

tournament.”
Emily Glaser

UF coach

Freshmen fall short in postseason play
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