
Today

We Inform. You Decide.
Not officially associated with the University of Florida Published by Campus Communications, Inc. of Gainesville, Florida

UF seniors give Eastside High student prom makeover
They hope to do it again, pg 5.  
UF skydivers jump, fall to ground with infl atable gator
This weekend was the Annual Collegiate Boogie, pg 8. 

Street drug ketamine could be used to 
treat severe depression
Its effects are unconfi rmed, pg 9. 

85/67

Scottie Wilbekin 
struggled during 

Florida’s Final Four 
loss to UConn on 

Saturday. Read the 
story on page 13.

FORECAST 2
OPINIONS 6
CLASSIFIEDS 10

CROSSWORD  11
SPORTS 23

VOLUME 108 ISSUE 131 WWW.ALLIGATOR.ORG MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2014

Matthew Martyr / Alligator Staff

Members of the UF men’s basketball team step off the plane moments after returning to Gainesville on Sunday afternoon. 
Florida lost to the University of Connecticut 63-53 on Saturday in Arlington, Texas.

LANDON WATNICK
Alligator Staff Writer @LandonWatnick

ARLINGTON, Texas — This Gators team 
had all the pieces to win the program’s fi rst 
national title since 2007. It had the depth, ex-

perience, chemistry and talent to make that 
goal a reality.

But UConn stood in the way of chasing 
that dream.

And thanks to its poorest offensive out-

ing of the season, Florida was sent packing 
from AT&T Stadium one game sooner than 
it desired.

A promising season and a historic 30-game 
winning streak came to a screeching halt Sat-
urday in the NCAA Tournament semifi nals 
as the No. 1 seed Gators (36-3) fell 63-53 to 
the No. 7 seed Huskies, who will square off 

against eighth-seeded Kentucky in tonight’s 
national title game at 9:10. 

After losing again to UConn (31-8), the last 
team to beat them before their historic streak, 
the Gators were in disbelief. 

During postgame interviews in a quiet 
locker room, a red-eyed Casey Prather held 

‘Guys that were really willing to bleed for one another’

� THE THEFT WAS IN 2013.

JENNA LYONS
Alligator Staff Writer jlyons@alligator.org

Gainesville Police arrested the owner 
of a local towing company Friday after-
noon after he helped cover up a scooter 
theft committed a year ago at Canopy 
Apartments.

Offi cers arrested 48-year-old Stanley 
Hubert Forron, the owner of Advantage 
Towing, on charges of grand theft and 
tampering with evidence, said GPD tow-
ing and vehicle-for-hire coordinator Offi -
cer Jeff McAdams.

In March 2013, Bonnalyn Beth Lachut, 
67, stole two scooters from the parking lot 
of the apartment complex, located at 4400 
SW 20th Ave., McAdams said. When the 
owners reported the scooters stolen, La-
chut reached out to Forron for help.

Forron sent employees to her house to 
pick up the scooters and drive them back 
to the complex. They then unloaded the 
scooters and posed them as if they were 
parked illegally, McAdams said.

After taking pictures of the scooters, 
the employees reloaded them in the truck 
and took them to the tow yard, where 
they contacted law enforcement to report 
they were abandoned.

“In our opinion, this was a deliberate 
attempt to avoid being detected,” McAd-
ams said.

Offi cers booked Forron into the Ala-
chua County Jail at about 2 p.m. Friday. 
He was released about three hours later 
after meeting a $20,000 bond.

Advantage 
Towing owner      
arrested for 
scooter theft

LOCAL

SHAYNA POSSES
Alligator Staff Writer sposses@alligator.org

California indie rock band Best Coast 
will show the East Coast some love with 
a free Gainesville performance Friday.

Known for their beachy, upbeat songs, 
the duo will be performing at 7 p.m. in 
the Reitz Union Grand Ballroom as part 
of Reitz Union Board Entertainment’s 
fi rst Big Orange Festival.

RUB president Jessica Watson, a 
22-year-old UF public relations senior, 
said the band — which will be paid 

$25,000 — is a perfect fi t for the festival. 
The event will also feature carnival 

games, art vendors and a performance by 
Jake and Amir from CollegeHumor.

“(Best Coast’s) vibe really fi ts in well 
with what we’re trying to do — big and 
vibrant,” Watson said.

Wristbands will be distributed to 
students with a Gator 1 Card on Thurs-
day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Reitz 
Union’s northwest walkway and Friday 
at 2 p.m. at the Grand Ballroom registra-
tion desk. 

Students can pick up two guest wrist-

bands per ID at the information desk at 5 
p.m. Friday.

Claire Fuller, a 20-year-old UF public 
relations sophomore, said she’s been a 
Best Coast fan since high school.

“RUB does a good job bringing bands 
that our age group is into,” she said.

RUB Bands Committee co-director 
Abigail Gruspe, a 20-year-old UF nutri-
tion junior, said her committee’s been 
hoping to bring Best Coast for a while.

“They’re super summery and upbeat,” 
she said. “I think it will be a good last 
hurrah before summer.” 

 Best Coast to give East Coast a chance at UF

SEE BASKETBALL, PAGE 16

Gators refl ect on loss, teamwork 
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The Alligator strives to be 
accurate and clear in its  news 
reports and editorials. 
If you fi nd an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
or email editor@alligator.org. 

VOLUME 108 ISSUE 131

NEWSROOM
352-376-4458 (Voice), 352-376-4467 (Fax)

 Editor Julia Glum, jglum@alligator.org
 Managing Editor / Print Kelcee Griffi s, kgriffi s@alligator.org  
 Managing Editor / Online Katherine Kallergis, 
  kkallergis@alligator.org 

University Editor Alex Harris, aharris@alligator.org
Metro Editor Kathryn Varn, kvarn@alligator.org

Freelance Editor  Shayna Posses,     
  sposses@alligator.org

Opinions Editor  Chloe Finch, cfi nch@alligator.org
 Blogs Editor  Keilani Rodriguez,    
  krodriguez@alligator.org
 Sports Editor Adam Lichtenstein,
  alichtenstein@alligator.org

Assistant Sports Editor  Landon Watnick,
  lwatnick@alligator.org

alligatorSports.org Editor Jonathan Czupryn,    
  jczupryn@alligator.org   
 Editorial Board Chloe Finch, Julia Glum,    
  Kelcee Griffi s, Katherine Kallergis
 Photo Editor William England, 
  wengland@alligator.org   
 the Avenue Editor Alexa Volland, avolland@alligator.org
 Copy Desk Chiefs Eleni Kouvatsos, Kristan Wiggins
 Copy Editors Jaclyn De Bonis, Emily Cardinali, 
  Cara Chiaramonte, Melissa Figueroa,   
  Steven Katona, Kristin Letsch, 
  Sarah Loftus, Haley Neer, Marisa Ross
 Online Staff Rachel Crosby, Tony Sadiku

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
352-376-4482, 800-257-4341, 352-376-4556 (Fax)

 Advertising Director Shaun O’Connor, 
  soconnor@alligator.org

Offi ce Manager Ashley Alayon, 
  advertising@alligator.org
 Display Advertising Clerks Samantha Aponte, Danielle Lawrence,  
  Blair Smith
 Intern Coordinator Alysia Mowry
 Sales Representatives William Campbell, Jacob Clauson, 
  Andrew Hernandez, Lori Kaplan,   
  Kacie Kemp, Kelvin Medina,
  Alysia Mowry, Kristin Mumma

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
352-373-FIND (Voice), 352-376-3015 (Fax)

 Classifi ed Advertising Manager Ellen Light, ellight@alligator.org 

BUSINESS
352-376-4446 (Voice), 352-376-4556 (Fax)

 Comptroller Delia Kradolfer, 
  dkradolfer@alligator.org
 Bookkeeper Cheryl del Rosario, 
  cdelrosario@alligator.org

Accounting Clerk Matthew Kearney

ADMINISTRATION
352-376-4446 (Voice), 352-376-4556 (Fax)

 General Manager Patricia Carey, tcarey@alligator.org
Assistant General Manager Shaun O’Connor

  soconnor@alligator.org
 Administrative Manager Blake Butterfi eld, 
  bbutterfi eld@alligator.org
 Administrative Assistant Lenora McGowan,
  lmcgowan@alligator.org
 President Emeritus C.E. Barber, cebarber@alligator.org

SYSTEMS
 Desktop Support Manager Kevin Hart

PRODUCTION
 Production Manager Natalie Teer, nteer@alligator.org 
 Assistant Production Manager Evan Walker, ewalker@alligator.org
 Advertising Production Staff Richard Bales, Johan Bueno, 
  Fabiola Lara
 Editorial Production Staff Shawn Janetzke, Rebecca Kravetz,   
  Aubrey Stolzenberg

but does not include the event 
T-shirt. For more information, 
visit recSports.ufl.edu.

Hippodrome Cinema offers ad-
ditional student discounts
The Hippodrome State 
Theatre’s Cinema is now of-
fering additional student and 
senior pricing for all of its 
regularly scheduled shows. 
Admission for students with 
a valid ID is $5.50. In the past, 
the Hippodrome has offered 
$5.50 pricing for students and 
seniors on only Sundays and 
Wednesdays. The cinema is lo-
cated inside the Hippodrome 
at 25 SE Second Place. For a 
complete listing of films, visit 
thehipp.org.

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject 
line to kgriffis@alligator.org. 
To ensure publication in the 
next day’s newspaper, please 
submit the event before 5 p.m. 
Please model your submis-
sions after above events and 
keep them 150 words or fewer. 
Improperly formatted “What’s 
Happening” submissions may 
not appear in the paper. Press 
releases will not appear in the 
paper.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Public Health Week

UF’s College of Public Health 
and Health Professions will be 
hosting National Public Health 
Week beginning today. The 
theme is Public Health: Start 
Here. The week will kick off 
at 12:40 p.m. with a surprise 
event. Other events throughout 
the week include a Zumbathon, 
morning yoga, cooking dem-
onstrations and more in the 
HPNP complex courtyard. For 
more information, visit phw.
phhp.ufl.edu.

UPTA’s Carnival for Kids
The Undergraduate Physical 
Therapy Association would 
like to invite UF families to 
its kids carnival. The carnival 
will be Saturday from noon 
to 4 p.m. on Hume Field. 
Admission is $5 per family. All 
proceeds will be donated to 
muscular dystrophy research 
and related causes. There will 
be a Scooby-Doo bounce house, 
giant bubble stations, arts and 
crafts, face painting, prizes, 
raffles and more. Please con-
tact UPTA at ufupta@gmail.
com with any questions.

Celebrate Passover with UF 
Hillel
Not going home for Seder? 
UF Hillel has got you cov-
ered. Passover begins April 
14, and UF Hillel will be orga-
nizing Seders for the first two 
nights of the holiday. There 
are many options to satisfy all 
our students’ needs. If you are 
interested in attending a large 
campus Seder, participating 
in a themed Seder or hosting 
a smaller one with friends, 
please register for Passover at 
ufhillel.org. All food served 
will be Kosher for Passover. 
Seders at Hillel are subsidized 
for students and cost $15. No 
student will be turned away 
due to financial hardship. If 
you need financial assistance, 
please email rabbiswedroe@uf-
hillel.org or call 352-372-2900.

Lavender Graduation
LGBT Affairs is hosting its 
annual Lavender Graduation 
April 18 at 7 p.m. The ceremo-
ny acknowledges the achieve-
ments and contributions of 
LGBT and ally students at UF. 
The event is to recognize these 
students’ leadership and com-
munity service experiences 
that have made a difference in 
improving the campus climate 
regarding LGBT issues. If you 
are graduating, please notify 
LGBT Affairs to be recognized 

and receive a Lavender 
Graduation certificate as well 
as a rainbow tassel. LGBT 
Affairs is also looking for 
candidates for Spring 2014 
Community Impact Awards 
and Rainbow Alliance 
Awards for Student LGBT 
Service and Research.

Velo Vixen MTB Skills Clinic
The second annual Velo 
Vixen MTB Skills Clinic will 
be held April 19 at 9 a.m. 
at San Felasco Hammock 
Preserve State Park. Lunch 
will be provided by Harvest 
Thyme Cafe and all par-
ticipants will receive fabu-
lous Vixen commemorative 
T-shirts. Reservations are 
not necessary but strongly 
encouraged. You can regis-
ter online using PayPal here: 
touchstoneval.com/vixen-
clinic.html.

Earth Day Fest needs groups, 
volunteers
Earth Day Fest will be April 
19 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Bo Diddley Community 
Plaza. The event will include 
solar and sustainable liv-
ing demonstrations, organic 
gardening and beekeep-
ing displays, a kids’ corner 
with games, egg coloring 
and more. Volunteers are 
needed. Groups interested in 
attending can send an email 
to earthdaygainesville2014@
gmail.com.

Midnight Fun Run 2014
Join us for the eighth annual 
Midnight Fun Run, a 5K run 
or 1-mile walk around Lake 
Alice. The event is on the last 
day of Spring classes, April 
23, at 11:59 p.m. Registration 
is open on RSConnect at 
rsconnect.recsports.ufl.edu. 
The first 150 registrants will 
receive a RecSports flash-
ing LED light wand. The 
registration cost for Gator 1 
Card holders (including stu-
dents and staff) is $12, which 
includes the event T-shirt 
and breakfast after the 
event. Gator 1 Card holders 
can register guests for $20. 
Participants can register on 
site (cash and checks only) for 
$10, which includes breakfast 

Have an event planned?
Add it to the Alligator’s 

online calendar:
alligator.org/calendar
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April 7, 1972
Murphree Area announced it would be open 

to both sexes in the Fall. About 242 females would 
move into the area, half being freshmen. The change 
prompted an increase in security measures, includ-
ing iron gates at all area entrances and limited access 
hours.

April 10, 1990
Student Government Chief of Staff and Activity 

and Service Fee Advisory Committee member Larry 
Medvinsky was accused of conflict of interest. The 
two positions he held were part of SG’s executive 
and legislative branches respectively. But according 
to Student Body statutes, a member cannot serve on 
two branches of SG at the same time if one position 
is elected and one has the same power as a cabinet 
director. 

— CARA CHIARAMONTE

Alligator File Photo

Fierce and Fabulous
Drag queen Kiki St. James performs in the Hip-
podrome State Theatre basement on April 8, 
2010, as part of Pride Awareness Month.

LiFestyLe

KATHY PIERRE
Alligator Contributing Writer

Working to pay for college is impossible at the current 
minimum wage, according to research by a Michigan State 
University Ph.D. student, but a UF visiting professor dis-
agrees.

Randal Olson, a third-year computer science Ph.D. stu-
dent, wrote a blog post arguing that college students nation-
wide will not be able to work their way through school at the 
current minimum wage.

However, Colin Knapp, a visiting economics professor at 
UF, disagrees with the notion. He said college students don’t 
usually have to pay for their entire tuition without help.

“I don’t think the norm is to work your way through col-
lege,” he said.

The availability of federal student aid, loans, grants and 

scholarships has made Olson’s point inapplicable for a ma-
jority of UF students, he said.

UF students were awarded about $550 million in aid, in-
cluding loans, in the 2011-2012 school year, according to the 
UF Factbook.

In the March post, Olson highlighted the disparity be-
tween the rise in minimum wage and tuition, which he 
called unfair.

Knapp disagreed and said it would not make sense for 
the minimum wage to rise at the same rate tuition rises.

Susel Ramos, a 19-year-old UF international studies 
sophomore, agreed. She works at Gator Corner Dining Cen-
ter and said she has enough financial aid to cover her tuition 
and most of her necessary expenses.

“Your wages and expenses shouldn’t be super crazy as 
a college student,” Ramos said. “Of course everyone would 
like some more money, but I don’t think it’s bad the way it 
is.”

Even though the tuition rate and the minimum wage are 
disproportionate, Knapp said it’s not necessarily a problem.

“If you want an education that’s higher quality than 30 
years ago, you have to pay more than you did then,” he 
said.

Research: Earning way through college 
not possible, UF expert disagrees

“Your wages and expenses shouldn’t be 
super crazy as a college student.”

Susel Ramos
UF international studies sophomore

� ‘THOR’ AND ‘IRON MAN’   
REVENUES ROSE, TOO.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Disney and  
Marvel could be one of the finest 
teams around.

Continuing the success of their su-
perhero franchise, “Captain America: 
The Winter Soldier” has set a record 
as the biggest domestic April release 
ever. The Disney sequel debuted with 
$96.2 million, topping the previous re-
cord-holder, 2011’s “Fast Five,” which 
opened with $86.2 million.

“The Winter Soldier,” which stars 
Chris Evans as the shield-wielding 
superhero and Scarlett Johansson 
(whose sci-fi film “Under the Skin” 

also debuted this weekend with 
$140,000) as Black Widow, command-
ed 32 international markets last week-
end.

Expanding to Russia, Australia and 
China in its second week, the Marvel 
comic adaptation, boasting a budget of 
more than $170 million, earned $107.1 
million internationally this weekend, 
bringing its overall worldwide haul to 
more than $303 million. 

Also a touchstone for Imax, “The 
Winter Soldier” received $9.6 million 
of its U.S. haul on 346 screens show-
ing the film in the enhanced resolu-
tion format. Internationally, it showed 
on 278 Imax screens, bringing in $6.5 
million, $4 million of which was de-
livered from China.

“Captain America: The First 

Avenger,” which had a budget of 
around $140 million, debuted in July 
2011 with $65 million. Overall, it 
earned $371 million worldwide.

Why the shift to an April release 
rather than remaining a summer 
launch?

“We looked at the possibility of 
creating separation from the other 
summer tentpoles,” said Dave Hollis, 
head of worldwide theatrical distri-
bution for Disney. 

“The Avengers effect,” as Hollis 
calls it, set the stage for the continu-
ation of Marvel’s massive box office 
presence, which includes the “Iron 
Man” and “Thor” franchises. With 
the release of the films’ sequels, both 
have seen earning jumps of more than  
35 percent.

‘Captain America’ sets April record 
with $96.2M in box offices nationally



ERIN MEISENZAHL-PEACE
Alligator Contributing Writer

Water resources in Florida are 
similar to a college student’s bank 
account — overdrawn.

This was the message the Flori-
da Springs Institute gave as part of 
its Give Springs a Break event this 
weekend at Ginnie Springs in High 
Springs.

“We have overtapped our re-
sources everywhere,” said FSI 
founder Bob Knight, who spoke to 
the more than 60 college students 
Saturday. 

The FSI hosted Give Springs 
a Break to encourage students to 
get involved in water conserva-
tion efforts in Florida. The students 
camped Friday and Saturday nights, 
getting to know each other while 
swimming, hiking and tubing.

UF students have been coming 
to Ginnie Springs for years, said 
Allison Lewis, president of the UF 
chapter of American Water Re-

sources Association. 
The weekend-long event was 

a chance to expose students to the 
beauty of the water, said Lewis, a 
24-year-old UF environmental engi-
neering graduate student.

“This is our spring,” she said. 
“When you appreciate it, you’re go-
ing to want to take care of it.”

There are more than 1,000 
natural springs in Florida, most 
of which follow major rivers. The 
Floridan aquifer system lies below 
the ground and spans every area 
of North Central Florida, pumping 
water into the springs and into our 
faucets.

“Our groundwater is no longer 
clean, and it’s no longer abundant,” 
said institute volunteer Debra Se-

gal, adding that the scarcity is due 
to two main problems: overpump-
ing and pollution.

Segal said wastewater treat-
ments, agriculture and cattle op-
erations — in addition to individual 
water overuse — have polluted Flor-
ida’s water with nitrate-nitrogen. 

One solution is a restoration 
wetland planned for 2015 that will 
use natural treatment methods to 
improve water quality in Alachua 
Sink and the Floridan Aquifer, Se-
gal said.

Called Paynes Prairie Sheetfl ow 
project, the 125-acre wetland will 
look like a gator head from an aerial 
view and will include hiking trails 
and lookouts. 

But it’s only a small step, Lewis 
said. The community, especially 
college students, must continue to 
make sustainable change.

“We are the future decision mak-
ers,” she said. “It’s so important for 
us to come together.”
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Springs event promotes conservation
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LONDON — Would you 
like some kitten with your cof-
fee?

Feline company is exactly 
what one of London’s new-
est cafes is offering — and 
stressed-out city-dwellers are 
lapping it up.

“People do want to have 
pets, and in tiny fl ats, you 
can’t,” said cafe owner Lau-
ren Pears, who opened Lady 
Dinah’s Cat Emporium last 
month in an area east of the 
city’s fi nancial district.

“There’s not many places 
in London you can just curl 
up with a book and chill out 
with a cat or two on your lap,” 
she said Friday. “I think that’s 
what our success is down to.”

Cat cafes fi rst took off 10 
years ago in Japanese cities, 
where many people live alone 
in cramped high-rise apart-
ment blocks that don’t allow 
pets. Making feline friends 
became popular therapy for 
lonely or anxious workers.

“I can see how this would 
be good for someone lacking 
company,” said customer Sara 
Lewis, as she stroked a cat sit-
ting on her lap. “It’s the best 
idea ever.”

The cozy English tea room, 
named after Alice’s cat in “Al-
ice in Wonderland,” charges 
customers 5 pounds ($8.29) for 
two hours of kitty company. 
Coffee and afternoon tea — 
sandwiches, cakes and scones 
— are on the menu at an ad-
ditional cost.

Lady Dinah’s opened 

March 1 and is fully booked 
until the end of June.

Pears raised more than 
109,000 pounds ($181,000) 
through a crowdfunding cam-
paign to get the cafe up and 
running. Despite more than a 
year of planning permission 
delays and fi guring out how 
to maintain health and safety 
standards, she says the hard 
work has been worth it.

The 11 resident kitties were 
donated by people leaving the 
country who could no longer 
look after them. Kitty welfare 
is paramount: The cats get reg-
ular breaks away from people, 
and staff have been trained by 
animal behaviorists to care for 
them.

Lisa Vann brought her 
8-year-old daughter, who has 
learning diffi culties, to Lady 
Dinah’s for a playdate. “She’s 
delighted to be here,” she 
said.

The animal cafe craze 
shows no signs of slowing, 
with establishments now open 
in London, Vienna and Paris. 
A dog cafe, House of Hounds, 
is scheduled to open in Lon-
don later this year.

And American animal-lov-
ers won’t be missing out for 
much longer. Two cat cafes are 
due to open in the San Francis-
co Bay area by the end of 2014.

Feline fans fl ock to 
London’s fi rst cat cafe

CAMPUS

SARA WILDER
Alligator Contributing Writer

Elaine Turner will start Friday in her per-
manent position as UF College of Agricultural 
and Life Sciences’ new dean.

Turner, the college’s interim dean since 
January, has been at UF for 18 years and has 
served as associate dean since 2006. Her term 

as dean will offi cially begin on Friday.  
Turner said her focus will be on providing 

faculty with opportunities to improve their 
teaching as well as improving the student 
learning experience in and out the classroom.

The College of Agricultural and Life Sci-
ences is the third-largest college at UF, and 
Turner said she plans to keep it that way by 
continuing a reputation on campus of quality 

programs, advising and professors. 
Turner said she doesn’t want to lose a close 

connection with students in her new posi-
tion. 

She said she plans to discuss various means 
of communication with her students.

“There are some things to explore,” Turner 
said, “and there are a lot of potential ways I 
can keep those connections going.”

James Barringer, a 21-year-old UF agricul-
tural education and communications junior, 
said Turner is a perfect choice for dean. He 
said he hopes Turner will bring an increase of 
professional opportunities. 

“She is a great individual and fi ts in the 
position well,” Barringer said. “She has great 
initiatives and is dedicated to the mission of 
CALS and agriculture.”

UF agricultural college announces Elaine Turner as new dean

� THE RUN STARTS AT 11:59 
P.M. ON APRIL 23.

KATHERINE ARELLANO
Alligator Contributing Writer

A near record-breaking number 
of Gators are lacing up their shoes 
for RecSports’ eighth annual Mid-

night Fun Run.
As of press time, 1,144 run-

ners have signed up for the 5K. 
This is close to last year’s 1,200 
participants, said Andy Howard, 
assistant director of marketing 
and communications for UF Rec-
Sports.

He said the goal is to register 
1,500 runners and walkers.

The Fun Run, which is the larg-
est 5K held on campus, will begin 
at 11:59 p.m. on the last day of 
class, April 23. Participants will 
have the option to run a 5K, which 
is about 3.1 miles, or walk 1 mile 
around Lake Alice.

Registration opened Tuesday 
at 10 a.m. on RSconnect, and more 
than 800 people had signed up for 

the event within 24 hours, How-
ard said.

He said there is no cap on the 
number of participants in the race.

“The goal is to not limit it and 
encourage as many students as 
possible to engage in this healthy 
programming,” Howard said.

Participants may register up 
to the day of the event for $12 if 

they have a Gator 1 Card, but only 
those who register by April 15th 
will be guaranteed a T-shirt.

“Shirts are kind of a part of 
5K culture,” Howard said. “It’s a 
bragging right.”

Sherin Varikatt, a 20-year-old 
UF pharmacy freshman, said she 
is looking forward to completing 
her fi rst 5K and getting the shirt.

RecSports’ Midnight Fun Run sees increased number of sign-ups

Rebecca Kravetz / Alligator Staff

331

24
121

441

23 Paynes Prairie

441

“I can see how 
this would be good 

for someone lacking 
company. It’s the best 

idea ever.”
Sara Lewis

customer

“Our groundwater is no 
longer clean, and it’s no 

longer abundant.”
Debra Segal

Florida Springs Institute volunteer



CHRISTINE ALVAREZ
Alligator Contributing Writer

Kenya Tolbert closed her eyes 
as layers of Maybelline mascara 
were applied to her eyelashes. 
She was almost ready for prom.

Tolbert, an 18-year-old senior 
at Eastside High School, almost 
missed out on the experience due 
to financial hardship.

Help came in the form of two 
fairy godmothers, seniors at UF, 
who decided to give back to the 
community and help a senior in 
high school get a prom make-
over.

Gabrielle Burch, a 22-year-old 
family, youth and community 
sciences major, came up with the 
idea and asked her friend Brooke 
Cantrell, a 22-year-old agricultur-
al operations management major, 
to help make it happen.

“I know as a senior in my high-
school days, it was just so com-
plicated to get the ticket, the car, 
your hair done, your makeup, 
what you’re going to wear,” Burch 
said. “It was just so much.” 

Burch mentors students at 
Eastside High and said the expo-

sure helped her understand the 
barriers they face at the school, 
including the hefty price tags as-
sociated with prom.

“We’ve always been involved 
in the Gainesville community,” 
Cantrell said. “We know that 
Eastside High has a lot of kids 
that go there who can’t afford to 
attend prom.”

Burch talked to Pamela Min-
niefield, a teacher at Eastside 
High School, and asked for her 
help with advertising the make-
over opportunity.

They gave out fliers and 
opened an online application.

“I just told her it sounds like a 
great idea,” Minniefield said. “So 
what I did was help her get it ad-
vertised, and it went from there.”

Tolbert was the winner.
Burch and Cantrell used their 

own resources to make the trans-
formation possible. They bought 
the hair supplies and used their 
previous experience to do her 
hair themselves.  

They asked a friend who works 
for MAC cosmetics to do the 
makeup, and she did it for free.

“This is something that we just 

stepped up to the plate and just 
decided to do it,” Cantrell said.

The makeover began at 4 p.m. 
on Friday at Tolbert’s house.

As her entire family waited in 
the living room to see the finished 
product, Tolbert came down the 
stairs wearing a flowing coral 

gown. She greeted her date — 
her boyfriend of more than two 
years.

She took pictures with her 
family, thanked the women and 
rode off to the prom, where she 
was nominated for prom queen.

Although she didn’t win, Burch 

said Tolbert won in her eyes.
Minniefield, the Eastside teach-

er, said Burch and Cantrell’s proj-
ect was thoughtful and caring.

“It seems like they helped 
somebody, so I’m glad,” she said. 
“I hope that they continue to do 
this.”
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Kenya Tolbert gets her make-up done by 21-year-old advertising junior Stephany Jones. Tolbert won 
a complete makeover for her senior prom at Eastside High School.

UF seniors give Eastside High student a makeover for prom 
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TALLAHASSEE — A Tal-
lahassee attorney embroiled 
in an ongoing land dispute 
with the state contends in a 
new court filing that Florida 
Attorney General Pam Bon-
di’s office deleted or withheld 
emails he was seeking.

Steven Andrews, who 
has been a persistent critic of 
Gov. Rick Scott, is involved 
in a lawsuit over attempts by 
the state to acquire land near 
the Governor’s Mansion. This 
week he filed documents al-
leging that Bondi’s office 
failed to promptly turn over 
61 emails sent or received by 
senior staff.

Andrews and his legal 
team contend that in 19 in-
stances, the emails were de-
leted altogether.

Andrews declined to com-
ment on the latest filing, but in 
it he states Bondi’s office “will-
fully and in bad faith failed to 
produce or timely produce 
public records.”

Whitney Ray, a spokesman 
for Bondi, would only say the 
allegations “are completely 
without merit.”

Ray pointed to a March 
20 court filing by Bondi’s of-

fice saying her employees 
“went to great length” to ful-
fill numerous requests from 
Andrews despite what they 
termed his “lack of clarity 
as to the records sought and 
lack of cooperation in framing 
search parameters.”

Andrews says he has 
turned up internal information 
that shows Bondi’s employ-
ees manually decide whether 
to keep copies of emails. He 
has an early 2012 email in 
which an information tech-
nology employee warned that 
the archiving system used by 
Bondi’s office could allow in-
dividual employees to delete 
or fail to archive emails.

Florida has a broad pub-
lic records law that requires 
emails and other documents 
to be made public, with ex-
emptions for documents that 
cover items such as open 
criminal investigations.

In November, Andrews 
filed three separate lawsuits 
against Scott, Bondi and the 
Department of State asking for 
a court to force the officials to 
hand over the records and to 
pay his attorney fees. His lat-
est filing came in response to 
Bondi’s push to have the case 
thrown out.

Lawsuit: Bondi’s 
office deleted emails

loCAl

ALINA AVALOS
Alligator Contributing Writer

Four was the lucky number this spring for Gators 
basketball, and with the help of the Gainesville com-
munity, it could be the lucky number for the city’s 
Summer Heatwave program as well.

In light of the Gators advance to the Final Four, the 
city is asking for a donation for its Summer Heatwave 
program, said Steven Phillips, director of Parks, Rec-
reation and Cultural Affairs for the City of Gainesville. 
In the spirit of the Final Four, the city suggests incre-
ments of four: $4, $40 or $400. 

The department is teaming up with Gainesville Po-
lice to continue the summer program that allows teens 
to participate in different activities such as pool days, 
fitness classes and a basketball tournament, he said.

“An update was given to the commission about the 
program being very successful, so (the commissioners 
are) trying to have us expand it,” Phillips said.

To raise money, the city is using Citizinvestor, a 
website similar to Kickstarter that allows people to 
donate online and requires the campaign to meet its 
fund goal of $20,720 to receive the money. 

Both departments were collectively allocated 
$10,000 from the City Commission. Through the cam-

paign, organizers are hoping to double the funding 
and thus, double participation. 

Steve Bradford, youth services sergeant for GPD, 
said the state attorney’s office has noticed a drop in 
juvenile crime rates in Gainesville during June, July 
and August when the program is in session.

“It definitely has great benefits compared to the 
cost,” Bradford said. “The kids have something posi-
tive to do.” 

Ludovica Weaver, a marketing technician for the 
City of Gainesville, said registration is free for teens 
who want to participate. 

“It’s a really wonderful opportunity for teenagers 
to have a place to find other young people and to con-
nect and to do fun things together in a safe and enrich-
ing environment,” Weaver said.

Camp seeks donations Final Four-style

�  THE EVERGLADES AND 
MARVEL WERE TOPICS.

ARIANA FIGUEROA
Alligator Contributing Writer

Professors, scholars and speak-
ers from across the country trav-
eled to UF over the weekend to at-
tend a workshop centered around 
the theme of trauma in comics and 
graphic novels.  

The various speakers explained 
how traumatic events affect the writ-

ers and illustrators of comic books.  
Guest speaker Donna Axel dis-

played how the comic book “Asterix 
and the Black Gold” was used to 
bring awareness to an environmen-
tally traumatic oil spill.

Axel said Albert Uderzo, the 
writer and illustrator, uses comics to 
bring environmental awareness.

Chris Wilhelm, an assistant histo-
ry professor at the College of Coastal 
Georgia, brought Marvel superhero 
comics to the table. He said Swamp 
Thing and Man-Thing are comics 
highlighting ecological trauma in 

the Everglades.  
“In the 20th century, swamp was 

seen as negatively and reflected 
harsh realities of the world,” Wil-
helm said.  

Sol Canal was among several stu-
dents attending the conference for 
extra class credit.  

Canal, a 20-year-old UF English 
junior, said she enjoyed it.  

“I liked it,” she said. “I didn’t 
know about it, but it was really in-
teresting and different, and I liked 
how Swamp Thing was relative to 
Florida.”

UF hosts trauma comic conference

“An update was given to the commission 
about the program being very successful, 
so (the commissioners are) trying to have 

us expand it.”
Steven Phillips

City of Gainesville Parks, Recreation                                         
and Cultural Affairs director 

They hope to do it again
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In all kinds of 
weather: 

Thank you, Gators
So, we lost.

We’re devastated, of course, but the truth is that the 
loss doesn’t directly impact our day-to-day lives. Today, 

we’re thrown back into the swirl of classes, looming fi nals 
and impending graduation dates. It’s more of the same, but 
something is different.

Actually, it’s us. 
We’re different.
We’ve remembered what it’s like to be Gators, to be a part 

of something bigger than ourselves, to join with thousands of 
our friends for a common cause.

Often, the Gator Nation seems like an abstract concept 
only used for those “Go write the great American novel” 
commercials. But after these past few weeks, we fi nally 
understand. 

The Gator Nation is at Mother’s, where we sprayed drinks 
over the crowd and screamed along to “Another One Bites the 
Dust” after the Dayton game. It’s on our laptops, where we 
watched games on mute during lecture and bit our nails as 
the shot clock ticked. It’s in the high-fi ves we gave complete 
strangers wearing orange and blue at gas stations off I-75.

This year’s Gators were more than distant fi gureheads. 
Perhaps more than with football, the basketball players 
seemed accessible. They were in our classes, riding our buses 
and eating at the tables next to us in Gator Corner Dining 
Center. 

All season, they were genuinely excited about their success, 
and that made us excited too. We read — and retweeted — 
their messages after each game. We saw them at 101 Cantina, 
wearing cut-down nets around their necks. We posed for 
Instagram selfi es with them.

And so we rooted for them. 
Patric Young, Will Yeguete, Casey Prather, Scottie 

Wilbekin — we say their names like we know them because 
in a way, we do. They’re Gators, and so are we.

On Saturday, Young was the last to leave the court because 
he was hugging each UConn player. If the purpose of sports 
is to connect people, then this year’s Gators men’s basketball 
team rocked it.

We won together, and we lost together.
Athletics may not have a hand in our daily routines, but 

they play an important role in uniting the university. For the 
fi rst time in a long time, we felt like a team — all of us, Billy 
Donovan, Bernie Machen and the guy eating wings next to 
us at the bar. Although exams loomed and work persisted, 
basketball reminded us what a privilege it is to be a Florida 
Gator.

So, men’s basketball team: Thank you for what you did. 
But more importantly, thank you for what you did to us.

Rush’s vampiring ways are not the issue
A lot of hoopla was made last week over the rev-

elation that congressional candidate — and UF 
graduate  — Jake Rush participated in various 

role-playing games, typically starring as a vampire. The 
story quickly went national, as various political blogs 
and news outlets wanted to discover more on the vam-
pire who wants to role play as a congressman. 

Given all the crap we see out of Washington, D.C., 
why should we care that Rush moonlights as a vam-
pire?  

Sure, it’s a bit strange, but is that because role play-
ing is truly awkward, or is it a lifestyle we just don’t 
understand?

It’s easy to be critical of Rush and his lifestyle, but 
we’re quickly moving into an era when our entire lives 
have been digitally catalogued, and almost all of us 
have posted something questionable on various social 
media sites, message boards or other websites. 

Do you believe that completely disqualifi es you from 
running for offi ce?

Congress is a seething cesspool of inaction, bickering 
and political maneuvering that would not seem out of 
place in an episode of “House of Cards.” If a vampire 
wants to serve the citizens of Florida’s 3rd Congressio-
nal District, so be it. 

A sizable group of Republican legislators — and 
Rush could be no different for all we know — have 
made it their job to neuter the Obama administration, 
preventing the president from accomplishing much of 
his agenda over the past three years. 

When you refuse to work with the sitting president, 
effectively holding the country hostage, that’s not role-
playing. That’s reality. 

Don’t consider that Rush would head into Washing-
ton and help bridge the gap between the Republicans in 
the House and President Barack Obama. That’s not the 
case; the man is running as a conservative Republican. 

However, there are far more 
serious things occurring in D.C. 
than us worrying about some-
one’s lifestyle, bizarre as it may 
be. 

Last fall, members of Con-
gress took this country to the 
brink of fi nancial calamity by 
threatening to allow the U.S. to 

default on its debts. 
Fortunately, at the 11th hour, Congress agreed on a 

solution that kept the country from jumping off a cliff. 
To me, that’s far more frightening than Rush spend-

ing his fall pretending he’s a character from an Anne 
Rice novel. By comparison, it seems quite tame.

Whether it’s Rush or someone who dresses as Mr. 
Spock pretending he’s onboard the U.S.S. Enterprise, 
Gainesville and the rest of the U.S. deserve members 
of Congress who put their constituents and the best in-
terest of the country ahead of political games and the 
circus act that plagues our legislative body. 

We can make jokes about someone’s lifestyle, but if 
they’re truly committed to representing the citizens of 
their district, why shouldn’t we give them a fair shake?

Heck, Louisiana Sen. David Vitter was caught with 
a prostitute while he was wearing a diaper. Now, he’s 
poised to be Louisiana’s next governor. 

Obviously, enough in that state believe Vitter has 
their best interests in mind despite his odd lifestyle 
choices. 

Maybe it’s time for us to to reconsider Rush on the 
issues, not his vampiring ways.

And if Rush isn’t the right guy, I think I just saw Mr. 
Spock walking down University Avenue. Maybe he’s 
the right choice for Gainesville. 

Joel Mendelson is a UF grad student in political cam-
paigning. His columns appear on Mondays.

104 TOTAL VOTES

40% YES
60% NO

Vote or post a message at www.alligator.org

Friday’s question: Would you buy a 
13-foot stuffed Gator that wears Tim 
Tebow jerseys? 

Today’s question: Have you been skydiving?
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Last October, a 19-year-old made headlines when 
he announced he would lose his virginity on 
stage in front of a crowd as part of a performance 

art piece. 
Clayton Pettet, the teenag-

er in question, said he would 
have anal sex for a project 
called “Art School Stole My 
Virginity.” The performance 
happened this past week and 
raised questions of what con-
stitutes a fi rst sexual experi-
ence. 

According to Pettet, our 
society holds a lot of value to the idea of virginity, and 
the project was his way of “losing the stigma around 
virginity,” according to an article by the Daily Star. 

He brings up an interesting point: Our society does 
reinforce the idea that losing one’s virginity is the 
end-all and be-all as the ultimate rite of passage into 
adulthood. Even just by using the term “losing your 
virginity,” it implies that having sex for the fi rst time 
inherently takes something away and changes some-
thing about you.

As great as sex is, though, it’s not magic. You don’t 
automatically change into something else just because 
you have had sex one time. 

And what exactly constitutes losing your virginity, 
anyway? 

According to one article by The Atlantic that dis-
cussed myths about virginity, another issue is that 
people are misinformed when it comes to what should 
happen your fi rst time. 

Have you heard the popular phrase “pop your 
cherry”? It supports the idea that people with vaginas 
should bleed the fi rst time they have intercourse be-
cause the penetrative act breaks their hymen. 

That’s not true — you’re not supposed to bleed! 
Bleeding happens when there is not proper lubrication 
during sexual activity, but by reinforcing this idea, we 
turn sex into a scary and possibly traumatic event.

And what about gay couples? Do lesbians never 
actually lose their virginity because they do not have 
penetrative penis-in-vagina sex? 

The concept of virginity is incredibly heteronorma-
tive because of this. Traditionally, a home run is hav-
ing penetrative intercourse that involves a penis and 
a vagina. But that leaves out all sorts of other options, 
including digital sex, oral sex, anal sex or even mastur-
bation. 

Society cannot dictate what sex is — only the person 
having it can do that. If you think sex is you plus a dil-
do, that works. Or if you think virginity is just a social 
construct and does not even exist, well, more power to 
you on that end as well.

All these myths and inaccuracies about virginity cre-
ate a problem. They make fi rst-time sex a stressful and 
daunting experience rather than the fun and liberating 
adventure it should be.

The taboo of losing one’s virginity makes it harder 
for people to ask questions, leading to unsafe sexual 
practices. We are unable to have conversations about 
sex because there is still such a stigma attached to it.

By spreading myths like this, we turn sex into a big-
ger thing than it really is. As long as the act is consen-
sual, it does not matter when you fi rst have sex or in 
what manner or with whom you do it. 

You are not “losing” anything by doing so, but hav-
ing sex will also not make you more mature or turn you 
into something you are not.

What will having sex for the fi rst time do? Well, 
you’ll join the ranks with millions of other people 
across the world who have had sex, which just goes to 
show you — sex is normal. 

It shouldn’t be a stressful experience, and we as a 
society need to lose the stigma behind losing your vir-
ginity. 

Robyn Smith is a UF journalism sophomore. Her col-

We need to pop the 
virginity stigma

Column

Robyn Smith
opinions@alligator.org

DENVER — In what will go down in his-
tory as the biggest national overdose 
since America died of alcohol poisoning 

once Prohibition was lifted, the entire state of 
Colorado has overdosed on marijuana.

“It was an awful sight to see,” Marrie Jones said in be-
tween tears. “I walked in on my son, facedown on the couch. 
There was a water pipe on the table. His hand was in the 
Cheetos bag, and cartoons were still playing on the televi-
sion.” 

Low-functioning alcoholic and Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration agent Michael Jimms works to prevent acci-
dents like this nationwide.

“Marijuana is one of the most dangerous drugs out there,” 
he slurred while extinguishing his ninth cigarette in a glass of 
bourbon. “These criminals go out there and do their drugs, 
act all violent and whatnot.”

Agent Jimms then fi nished his tenth cigarette and his 
bourbon, went home, beat his wife and yelled at his son for 
being a “damn, no good (hiccup) junkie.”

Mitchell Johnson was a Ph.D. candidate at Harvard Uni-
versity studying political science but was found guilty of pos-
session, and he has since been sentenced to spend 20 years in 
the Bay State Correctional Center.

“They found my cannabis in my car while I was helping 
my charity that helps endangered pandas with cancer from 
inner-city areas to go to college,” said the man who would’ve 
been the 53rd president of the U.S. had he not gotten in trou-
ble for having plants in his glove box. “I mean, it’s bad in 
here. My cellmate is a former DEA agent who got arrested 

for getting drunk and beating the sh*t out of his 
family. He’s only got seven years, though. I de-
serve the bigger sentence; my crime affected so 
many more people.”

Johnson is positive that living in the same 
quarters as people who killed other people will be benefi cial 
to his development as a man and won’t cause him to leave 
prison as a hardened thug with serious and unevaluated 
psychological issues. 

Despite the bodies piled up in the streets, some people are 
still fi ghting for its legalization.

“I have really bad glaucoma,” glaucoma-less Mary Jameis 
said, “and anxiety, too. I get super nervous when my friends 
and I watch ‘Cosmos’ and ‘Animal Planet’ every Sunday 
night. But I’ll tell you what the real crime is,” she said before 
rambling about how 9/11 was an inside job.

Student Matthew Jackson luckily was hospitalized be-
fore the violent effects of a marijuana overdose could take 
a toll on him. Jackson’s father discovered him in his room 
giggling at photos of cats doing “people things” on the In-
ternet while listening to a politically insightful, post-modern 
reggae band you’ve probably never heard of. He smelled the 
marijuana, saw his son’s red eyes and immediately called an 
ambulance.

Dr. Afro Mann was the fi rst to see Jackson once he reached 
proper medical authorities.

“He was gonna go to class,” said Mann, “but then he got 
high.” 

He added, “La da da da da da da da da”.
Zachary Smith is a satirist and UF philosophy freshman.

Marijuana rips lives, families apart
Guest column

Zachary Smith
opinions@alligator.org

Catcalling and verbal harassment 
is unfortunately something that 
happens all too often. In the 

media, it’s typical to see a woman be 
shouted at by construction workers 
while she’s walking down the street of 
a highly populated urban area, but this 
is not always the case.

Verbal harassment can happen basi-
cally anywhere, whether you’re walk-
ing to school, out with friends down-
town, or even at your favorite coffee 
shop.

However, one artist in Brooklyn is 
taking a stand for women everywhere 
and has made an amazing and, to some, 
enlightening series of art that expresses 

exactly how women feel about verbal 
harassment. Tatyana Fazlalizadeh has 
dedicated her time and efforts to cre-
ating posters of women who want to 
speak out against gender-based verbal 
harassment.

Each portrait is of a different woman 
and has a caption geared toward men 
who think catcalling is an acceptable 
type of social interaction. Ranging from 
“Stop Telling Women to Smile” and 

“My Name is Not Baby,” to “Women 
Do Not Owe You Their Time or Con-
versation,” these simple posters are 
short, sweet and to the point: Women 
don’t like being yelled at by strangers.

Women shouldn’t have to pretend 
they didn’t hear a derogatory com-
ment, and men shouldn’t feel com-
pelled to yell at female strangers. More 
action is needed so that society stops al-
lowing for catcalling to be minimized. 
However, with activism in art and a 
new generation of feminists, hopefully, 
that change is in the near future.

Madeline Gallegos is a writer for The 
Collegian. A version of this column origi-
nally appeared on UWire.

Catcalling combatted through posters
UWire

Madeline
Gallegos

UWire
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Classy Kicks
The members of the UF Lambda Rho chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho sorority wear sneakers to a for-
mal dance on Saturday in the Broward Hall basement. The group collected $1,000 and about 100 
pairs of sneakers for Soles4Souls and St. Francis House.

MARISA ROSS
Alligator Staff Writer mross@alligator.org

Anyone who looked up at the 
sky above Kay Larkin Field in 
Palatka, Fla., on Saturday would 
have seen about eight UF students 
riding their school’s mascot.

The “gator jump,” a stunt that 
involved several members of the 
UF Falling Gators Skydiving Club 
clinging to an inflatable alligator 
while skydiving, wasn’t the only 
highlight of the UF Falling Gators’ 
16th Annual Collegiate Boogie.

The event, hosted by Skydive 

Palatka and the Falling Gators, 
took place from 9 a.m. Friday to 
7 p.m. Sunday. It included food, 
more than $1,000 of raffle prizes 
and an adrenaline rush for the 
about 75 registered guests and 
other regular visitors.

Throughout the weekend, stu-
dents, alumni and skydivers from 
around the country gathered at 
Palatka Municipal Airport for 
its spring boogie, a term used by 
skydivers to describe large get-
togethers. These events begin as 
days full of jumping from planes 
to partying through the night — 

and waking up at sunrise to do it 
all again.

Matt Englehart, 27, recently 
moved from California to Jackson-
ville and said he had been waiting 
for an opportunity to try out his 
closest drop zone. As a veteran 
boogie-bouncer, he said Skydive 
Palatka didn’t disappoint. Along 
with more than a dozen other reg-
istered guests, Englehart set up a 
tent alongside RVs and a spacious 
firepit, where jumpers later min-
gled and bumped beers around a 
bonfire.

The boogie brought in skydiv-

ers from Georgia, Alabama, Colo-
rado, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University’s skydiving club and 
different regions of Florida, but it 
attracted first-timers as well.

Skydive Palatka owner Art 
Shaffer said boogies are a great 
way to bring the skydiving com-
munity together, but introducing 
people to tandem jumping is a 
rewarding perk too. He estimated 
about one in 20 people will come 
back to get certified to jump alone 
after jumping at Palatka. He said 
the thrill hasn’t worn off in the 29 
years he’s been in the sport.

“As soon as the parachute 
opened, I knew I would be doing 
this for a long time,” he said about 

his first jump.
Shanna Ferris, one of Shaffer’s 

tandem students and a UF art se-
nior, said she was planning to visit 
the drop zone that weekend with 
a couple other friends. The event 
kept her occupied as she waited 
for the morning’s gray clouds to 
clear.

She said she enjoyed the re-
laxed atmosphere, and the staff 
made her feel comfortable before 
her jump. During her five-hour 
visit, she socialized with the 
club, snacked on sandwiches and 
doughnuts and had an experience 
she would be eager to try again.

“I’m a convert now,” the 21-
year-old said.

UF skydivers jump, fall to ground with inflatable gator
The club hosts a ‘boogie’ every year

� IT INVOLVES A TEAM OF 
ABOUT 50 PEOPLE.

TEODORA YORDANOVA
Alligator Contributing Writer

Now in its seventh season, 
Gainesville Fashion Week has 
grown each year in participa-
tion and social media pres-
ence.   

About 550 people attended 
the art, music and fashion 
showcase on Friday and Satur-
day evening at the University 
Air Center’s Mustang Hangar.

Since GFW officially 
launched in 2009, the event 
has expanded, having gained 
nearly 5,300 likes on Facebook, 
about 900 followers on Twitter 
and roughly 800 followers on 
Instagram.

Social media director Niko 
Pifferetti said the team primar-
ily relies on outlets like those  
for increasing word-of-mouth 
publicity in addition to its local 
networking events.

“GFW has always been 
good at having innovative 
marketing techniques,” he 
said.

Pifferetti, a 24-year-old UF 
public relations and English 
senior, said the event has culti-
vated a meaningful and grow-
ing online presence through 
the multiple platforms it uses 
to reach its audience.

“We’re very well integrat-
ed,” he said. “We have a team 
of seven social media interns, 
and there’s pretty much one 
on every platform at any given 
time making sure that we have 
consistent stream of content.”

The management team has 

grown as well, Pifferetti said. 
In its first year, fewer than a 
dozen people organized the 
event. Now, the team has ex-
panded to almost 50 directors 
and interns. 

Although the event was 
held at the same location last 
year, venues from previous 
years were limited to small-
er locations in downtown 
Gainesville.

“Turnout has been increas-
ing every year,” Pifferetti said. 
“This venue really feels much 
more like a gallery, and I feel 
like you can approach the art 
and appreciate it.”

Director-at-large Ching-Ya 
Ni said although turnover and 
sponsorship levels may vary 
each season, the fashion week 
has been improving every 
year.

“Every year I want to bring 
something new to the table,” 
Ni said. “I feel like this is our 
best venue here because we’re 
able to create a really spacious 
and classy ambiance where it’s 
beyond going to another night-
club in downtown.”

Over the years, the event 
has come to establish itself as 
a platform that showcases ar-
tistic talent and serves as an 
accessible resource for local 
artists, she said.

In the four years Ni has been 
a part of the GFW team, she 
said the growth of the event 
has inspired her to continue 
pursuing her own passions in 
fashion and art. 

“I’ve gone through a lot with 
Gainesville Fashion Week, and 
it’s definitely become my sec-
ond home,” Ni said.

Gainesville Fashion 
Week sees growth, 
social media high
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MIAMI — Engineers say initial success on a tiny 
urban section of the massive Everglades restoration 
plan could provide important lessons for the larger 
project.

The Miami Herald reported Sunday a mini proj-
ect at the Miami Deering Estate shows what could 
happen if the more than $10.5 billion Comprehen-
sive Everglades Restoration Plan is ever fully fund-
ed.

The 2-year-old project is a drop in the bucket, 
part of the larger Biscayne Bay wetland restora-
tion.

It falls within the broader restoration plan. Its 
cost is about $4 million.

Engineer Jorge Jaramillo said the pace of change 
is impressive and shows what could be accom-
plished on a broader scale. 

In recent months, lowland sedges, sawgrass and 
other native plants have returned. 

Springs are bubbling. The trick has been pump-
ing enough water through with submerged electri-
cal pumps.

The Everglades restoration plan is an attempt 
to rebuild Florida’s diverse, natural ecosystem, 
in which flocks of birds once soared and panthers 
roamed. 

But the Everglades also serve a practical pur-
pose, too. 

The so-called River of Grass acts as a natural wa-
ter filter and provides water for millions of Ameri-
cans.

Environmentalists are happy with the mini proj-
ect’s progress so far.

But they are also frustrated the restoration is 
happening in such small fits and starts. 

They want to see fast-tracked bundled projects 
completed. 

Both chambers of Congress approved bills to 
help pay for restoration in Central Florida, but they 
have yet to reconcile the proposals.

Engineers take small but promising 
step in restoring Everglades



MELISSA MIHM
Alligator Contributing Writer

A well-known street drug is now being 
considered for the potential treatment for  
depression.

Ketamine, also known as Special K, is 
being studied by medical professionals 
who are discovering some of the drug’s 
possibilities, according to a study in the 
Journal of Psychopharmacology.

Although researchers haven’t found 
definitive results, they’re hopeful that 
ketamine can one day be used to help 
those with mood disorders. 

A news release about the study cites 
ketamine’s “rapid antidepressant effect” 
on some patients.

Ketamine is used as an anesthetic in 
both veterinary and human medicine, 
said Richard Holbert, assistant professor 
of psychiatry and co-director of the Brain 
Stimulation Center at UF Health Shands 
Hospital. 

People with depression typically 
have an overactive brain receptor — a 
molecular device for controlling cognitive 
and memory function — and ketamine can 
act as an antagonist to that. 

In theory, ketamine can be used to slow 

down the receptor the same way it does 
when it is being used to sedate someone 
before surgery, Holbert said.

Ketamine is also used as a party drug 
and can cause hallucinations and out-of-
body experiences, he said. 

Dosage will greatly affect the experience 
that someone has with the drug. The 
research team has given more than 400 
infusions to 45 patients, according to the 
news release about the study.

“There have been a lot of question marks 
about why people are using an illicit drug 
to treat depression,” Holbert said.

The drug doesn’t offer promising 
long-term treatment, but it can help with 
immediate symptoms such as suicidal 
thoughts, he said.

Erin Rectanus, a 20-year old UF 
psychology junior, said she isn’t opposed 
to this type of treatment as long as it’s a 
last resort for recovery.  

“If all other forms of treatment have 
been proven unsuccessful then I would be 
OK with using or recommending this drug 
even though it is a street drug,” she said.

However, Holbert said there is always a 
risk for addiction.

“When you use anything for a long 
period of time, there’s absolutely a chance 
you can get addicted,” he said.

Still, he thinks it’s a possibility that 
more research can lead to more positive 
results.

“I’m hopeful but always skeptical,” he 
said. “We still know so little.”
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A recent study has examined that ketamine, also known as Special K, can possibly 
help in the treatment of depression. It has also been shown to have more immediate 
effects on those with more serious types of depression.

RESEARCH

Street drug ketamine could be used to treat depression

FIELD PALMER
Alligator Contributing Writer

The south shore of Lake Wauburg was 
crowded with enthusiastic UF students and 
alumni Saturday for Wakefest, the Gator 
Wakeboard Club’s biggest fundraiser.

During the course of the day, about 500 
people lined the docks and waterfront to 
watch UF students and alumni compete in 

six divisions.
“Today is just a huge party at Lake 

Wauburg,” said Jon Kistemaker, the club’s 
president.

Riders had the opportunity to perform 
about 10 tricks in the two trips each par-
ticipant was granted around the lake, the 
21-year-old UF biology senior said. Com-
petitors were judged based on height, style 

and difficulty of the tricks.
The fundraiser was a success, Kistemak-

er said. The club managed to raise more 
than $2,000 after expenses. That is short 
of the club’s goal of $3,200, but he said the 
difference should be made up with upcom-
ing events. 

About $2,000 of the club’s funding 
comes from RecSports, said Jon Broska, 
assistant director of competitive sports at 
UF.

The club predicted it still needed to raise 

$3,200 if it wished to continue operating.
However, Broska said that the money 

the club needed was just a reflection of 
predicted deficits. The money might be 
available by Summer.

“We didn’t want to wait until Summer 
to tell the wakeboard club,” he said.

Broska said he wanted to dispel any no-
tion that the club was facing dissolution.

“’Sorry, you can’t be a club anymore’ — 
that was not a conversation with the wake-
board club at all,” he said.

UF wakeboarding club hosts competition to raise funds

� IT CUT THE UTILITY BILL BY 40 PERCENT.

AMY LUNAK
Alligator Contributing Writer

A UF-developed system installed in Pugh Hall 
last year has proved to be a breath of fresh air for 
sustainability on campus.  

Recent data shows that the air conditioning 
regulation system, activated in April 2013, cut the 
building’s utility bill by 40 percent. 

Prabir Barooah, a UF associate mechanical and 
aerospace engineering professor, worked with a re-
search team for four years to develop the system. 

Barooah said they developed wireless sensors 
that measure temperature, humidity, carbon diox-
ide concentration and room occupancy and trans-
mit that data to a computer server.

“The software looks at, in real time, what’s 
happening in the room, and based on whether the 
room is occupied or not, based on whether it’s too 
hot, based on all that information, it decides what 
to do about the air flow rate and the heating and 
cooling in the room,” Barooah said.

He said the team is now working with the 
Physical Plant Division to install the system in two 
more buildings on campus. Barooah said the sys-
tem could be especially useful in older buildings.

“There are all these existing buildings that are 
inefficient, and we can retrofit this technology on 
them, and that’ll save energy,” he said.

He said sensors cost about $200 each. A build-
ing like Pugh Hall would need about 70 sensors.  

Jonathan Brooks, a UF mechanical engineering 
Ph.D. student who worked on the team, said 75 
percent of all energy use comes from buildings. 

“The entire industry is kind of in its infancy, 
so this is right on the edge of figuring out how to 
make it commercialized and profitable,” Brooks 
said.

Matthew Williams, the director of UF’s Office 
of Sustainability, said sensors could be valuable 
in reducing utility costs and greenhouse gas emis-
sions on campus.

“That project in particular is really interesting 
because it shows how we could be using the ex-
pertise here on campus to solve campus needs,” he 
said.

Pugh Hall’s UF-designed air 
control system cuts emissions
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TAMPA — The humble blueber-
ry is enjoying a bonanza in Florida.

In the last decade, the area har-
vested with blueberries in Florida 
has tripled, the Tampa Bay Times 
reported Saturday.

This year’s crop is expected to 
reach about 25 million pounds. 
That’s small-time compared with 
the top producer, Chile, which ex-
ports about 174 million pounds, 
mostly to the U.S.

But it’s not that far off the U.S. 
blueberry leader, Michigan, which 
produced about 87 million pounds 
in 2012.

Farmers say experts at the UF’s 
Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences are behind the growth. 
Their Plant Innovation Program 
developed about 98 percent of the 
southern highbush berries now 
grown in the state.

Grower Alto Straughn said the 

UF version of the fruit “are bet-
ter, bigger, tastier and with a better 
yield.”

There’s something else about 
blueberries that makes growers 
happy. Machine-picking them is 
easier than crops like strawberries, a 
benefit at a time when immigration 
reform is at a standstill, and farm-
ers complain they can’t find enough 
harvesters in the U.S.

Blueberries generated nearly $70 
million in cash receipts in 2011, up 
from $39 million in 2007.

Fresh blueberries can be found 
in grocery stores all yearlong these 
days, but Florida is grabbing the 
market share from around March 
to June, coming in at the end of the 
South American harvest but before 
things warm up enough along the 
Atlantic seaboard and Pacific north-
west. 

Farmers say they hope to expand 
their season even more in the com-
ing years.

Florida blueberry bushes 
and business blooming 

It raised more than $2,000
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BUY IT. SELL IT. FIND IT. 373-FIND

Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

SS & VA ARE WELCOME!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

4-23-72-1

Countryside 4 Bd/4 Bth beautifully furnished 
condo on bus route. Bball, vball, pool, spa and 
fitness room. $425/room, includes $50 util-
ity allowance per/room. Fall occupancy. Ellie 
561-361-9600 or ebelliveau@sgczklaw.com    
4-17-14-55-1

Furnished 2BR/2BA condo in Haile 
Plantation. Washer, dryer, front garden, back 
porch $1100 + utilities/month. Call 352-378-
8710    2-72-14-5-1

Enhance your educational experience! 
Student Condo 4BR/4BA individual leases. 
Excellent amenities on bus line, loads of 
parking utils incl. Now thru fall. $375mo. Also 
3BR/2BA home steps to UF campus fall oc-
cupancy. Contact Bristol Park Realty 352-
367-2669    4-8-14-20-1

Best deal in town - condo across campus 
2 bedrooms each $325/mo.- # 1 location 
for bus routes - Resort-style living  - Rent 
Includes utilities, cable & internet, ladies only 
- Call Belle @ 352-328-2477    4-23-14-18-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

1BR APT $395/mo
Small pet ok.  Call 352-372-1201 or 352-213-
3901    4-23-14-72-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dryer 
included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 352-538-2181 lv message    
4-23-14-72-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-5-14-168-2 

MADISON ON 20th - 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th St. 1BR/$475, 
2BR/$595. 335-7066, visit us on Facebook or 
Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  4-23-14-
72-2

 
Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some w/ enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, BRs carpeted. DW, W/D 
hk-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus rte, some 
walk to UF. Sec 8 accepted 352-332-7700   
4-23-14-72-2

● Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$460 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!
No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

5-29-14-68-2

1, 2, & 3BRs. Tile in LR, kitchen & bathrooms 
& bedrooms. Hardwood floors, cent A/C, ceil-
ing fans, W/D hook-ups. Several locations, 
some walk to UF. Starting at $450/mo. Must 
See! Call 352-215-7780    4-23-14-72-2

WALK TO UF
Live in prestigious Jackson 
Square. 2 BR condos avail. 
$1300-$1600 mo. 352-505-5049
6-16-14-74-2

8 BLOCKS TO UF
Spacious 2BR/1BA, island kitchen.
Plenty of parking! Available Fall Term
$700 mo. 352-505-5049
6-19-14-74-2

SPYGLASS
Individual Leases. Furniture pkgs.

incl Washer/Dryer & FREE Hi-Speed
internet. Rates start at $439. Every unit

an end unit. Mon-Fri 9-6 Sat. 10-5 Sun. 1-5
701 SW 62nd Blvd.  352-373-6330

www.spyglassapts.com
4-23-14-55-2

LAKEWOOD VILLAS
Large 1,2 & 3BR floorplans starting at $665

Free Hi-Speed internet, washer/dryer,
fitness center, computer lab,

swimming pool etc. M-F 9-6, Sat. 10-5
700 SW 62nd Blvd. 352-371-8009

www.lakewoodvillas.com
4-23-14-55-2

UPPER WESTSIDE/
NANTUCKET WALK
1 & 2 bdrm Luxury Apts. starting at $850.

Granite counters. FREE Hi-Speed Internet. 
Parking avail.

Walking distance to UF & Stadium.
408 NW 14th St. Now leasing for Fall 2014.

For info. call 352-872-4644
www.upperwestsideuf.com

4-23-14-54-2

$500 spacious 1 BR Apt, private patio w/ 
locking gate, shade trees,squeaky clean, 
study/live quietly;1825 NW 10th St. 352 376 
0080;postj@bellsouth.net    4-23-14-30-2

4BR/2BA unfurnished house. Close to UF. 
605 SW 9th St. Cent AC/heat, W/D. No pets. 
1 year lease. From Aug 16th. $1760/mo. + 
$600 sec. To see call 352-359-1508    5-13-
15-22-2

CLOSE TO UF - HOUSES -   352-665-7316
3BR/2BA fenced
3404 NW 7th Pl $1200/mo
611 NW 36th Terr $1250/mo
630 NW 34th Terr $1150/mo    4-9-14-10-2

Available August: Several Cute & Clean
2 & 3BR vintage homes near UF. Wood 
floors, C/HA, W/D. Rents @ $860-$1760/mo. 
Call/text Anita 352-575-4395 Details: www.
CozyGator.com      5-13-14-21-2

VERY CUTE 1BR/1BA house on bus route, 
shopping close by. No pets. 930 NE 23rd 
Ave. $400/month. Email Jennifer at
j_e_jackson@yahoo.com for more info.    
4-11-10-2

2br Townhouse for rent - $750
5 minute drive to UF, 1.5 baths.
Wood floors, community pool.

239-671-0484. Valpotin@aol.com
4-11-14-8-2

DOWNTOWN * CHEAP * DOWNTOWN
Available now!!! Efficiency Apartment in the 
Heart of Downtown. 216 SW 3rd Ave. $425/
mth. Call 870-2760     4-23-14-14-2

******** 3 BEDROOM HOME ********
Wood Floors. Screen Porch. Large Bonus 
Room. Central Heat & Air. W/D Hookups. 
Available for Fall. 1311 NW 8th Street. 
$1275/mth. Call 870-2760    4-23-14-14-2

Don’t get stuck with an extra rent payment. 
Advertise your subleases in the Alligator 
Classifieds and save yourself some cash. 
Call 373-FIND.

LEAVING FOR THE SUMMER?
NEED TO SUBLET YOUR ROOM?

DON'T WAIT
PLACE YOUR SUBLEASE AD 

TODAY!
IT'S EASY...JUST GO TO

www.alligator.org/classified

Campus Lodge 1/1 summer sublease in a 
3/3. $479/month fully furnished, price nego-
tiable. Clean and quiet roommates. Please 
email s1134t@gmail.com for more details.    
4-11-5-3

Do you want to know a secret? I'm subleas-
ing a poolside room at Estates for summer! 3 
bus routes, 24 hr gym, 1 block from campus. 
3/3 but available as a 2/2 or 1. Will subsidize! 
(904)228-9139    4-11-14-7-3

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
4-23-72-5

GRANDFATHER PROPERTY - central heat/
air, new roof, 3BR/2BA. Extra space for stor-
age or office. Lots of parking space. Near 
everything. NW area. $124,900/OBO. Call 
352-375-6754    4-15-14-10-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 can 
deliver.      4-23-14-72-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        4-23-14-72-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        4-23-14-72-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   4-23-72-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
4-23-72-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       4-23-14-72-6

Your roommate hasn’t done the dishes in 
How long?! Find a better dishwasher in the 
Alligator Classifieds.

 1 For Rent: Furnished
 2 For Rent: Unfurnished
 3 Sublease
 4 Roommates
 5 Real Estate

 6 Furnishings
 7 Computers
 8 Electronics
 9 Bicycles
 10 For Sale

 11 Motorcycles, Mopeds
 12 Autos
 13 Wanted
 14 Help Wanted
 15 Services

 16 Health Services
 17 Typing Services
 18 Personals
 19 Connections
 20 Event Notices

 21 Entertainment
 22 Tickets
 23 Rides
 24 Pets
 25 Lost & Found

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise ‘’any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make limitation, or discrimination.’’ We will 
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.  •  All employment opportunities advertised herein are subject to the laws which prohibit discrimina-
tion in employment (barring legal exceptions) because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap, familial status, age, or any other covered status.  •  This newspaper assumes no responsibility for injury or loss arising from contacts made through the type of advertising that 
is know as “personal” or “connections” whether or not they actually appear under those classifications. We suggest that any reader who responds to that type of advertising use caution and investigate the sincerity of the advertiser before giving out personal information.  •  Although this 
newspaper uses great care in accepting or rejecting advertising according to its suitability, we cannot verify that all advertising claims or offers are completely valid in every case and, therefore, cannot assume any responsibility for any injury or loss arising from offers and acceptance of 
offers of goods and/or services through any advertising contained herein.

How To Place A Classified Ad:
In Person:
Cash, Check, MC, or Visa
The Alligator Office

1105 W. University Ave.

M-F, 8am - 4pm

By E-mail: classifieds@alligator.org

By Fax: (352) 376-3015

By Mail:
Call 352-373-FIND for information. 

Sorry, no cash by mail. 

MasterCard, Visa or checks only.

By Phone: (352) 373-FIND
Payment by Visa or MasterCard ONLY. 

M-F, 8am - 4pm

When Will Your Ad Run?
Ads placed by 4 pm will appear two    publica-

tion days later. Ads may run for any length 

of time and be cancelled at any time. Sorry, 

but there can be no refunds or credits for 

cancelled ads.

Corrections and Cancellations:

Cancellations: Call 373-FIND M-F, 8am - 4pm. No refunds or credits can be given.
Alligator errors: Check your ad the FIRST day it runs. Call 373-FIND with any 

corrections before noon. THE ALLIGATOR IS ONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
FIRST DAY THE AD RUNS INCORRECTLY. Corrected ads will be extended one 

day. No refunds or credits can be given after placing the ad. Corrections called in 

after the first day will not be further compensated.

Customer error or changes: Changes must be made BEFORE NOON for the next 

day’s paper. There will be a $2.00 charge for minor changes.

 Online: w/ Visa or MasterCard at www.alligator.org/classified
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Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.

COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
Network specialists

We buy computers and laptops
Working and Non-working

378-4009, 607 NW 13th Street
4-23-14-60-7

COMPUTER HELP AND REPAIR
Call John @ Just PC's

Virus Removal, Cracked Screen
Tutorials, Upgrades, Office

352-246-2231, 6515 NW 36 Terr
9-30-14-73-7

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifi eds!

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus On-Line Auctions●
are underway…bikes, computers, furniture,
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in
bidding go to: SURPLUS.UFL.EDU 392-0370
4-23-14-72-10

Guitars and Musical Instruments
New, Used and Factory Refurbished
Check Us Out Before You Buy or Sell!!
Leonardo's Music, Micanopy, FL
352-450-0928 Leonardos302.com
4-23-14-72-10

  
Party Supplies: Complete line of Bar 
Supplies, glassware, Liquor Pours,  Shakers, 
Professional Cooking Utensils.
R.W. Beaty Co. 1120 N. Main St.,  Gainesville
352-448-3433    beatyequip@aol.com    4-23-
14-72-10

HORSES & GOATS
FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925      4-23-72-10

SCIENCE FICTION: Stolen memories, dan-
gerous dreams, collapsing societies, lost 
souls, engineered life, our world transformed. 
REMEMBERING THE FUTURE: stories 
by Alan Kovski. Available via Amazon.com    
4-22-14-20-10

SCIENCE FICTION: After catastrophic bio-
logical warfare, we may not agree on what na-
ture is or what civilization is. WILDERNESS 
is a novel by Alan Kovski. Available via 
Amazon.com    4-22-14-20-10

SCIENCE FICTION: Life will change fast 
amid genetic engineering, climate engineer-
ing and economic upheavals. Will we cope? 
WONDERS AND TRAGEDIES is a novel 
by Alan Kovski. Available via Amazon.com   
4-22-14-20-10

★★REAL GIANT GATOR★★
Mounted standing on moveable stand. Holding 
authentic football, hand-signed by 3 Gator 
Heisman winners. Email for photos & info
donniefp132@hotmail.com      912-506-3200    
4-16-14-10-10

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

4-23-14-72-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Great Scooters, Service & Prices!

118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271
Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com

facebook.com/newscooters4less
4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
4-23-14-72-11

★★★★Road Rat Motors★★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $999. 1-2yr 
warranties with roadside assistance includ-
ed. 376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com   4-23-
14-72-11

Road Rat Motors offers FREE pickup service 
for any paid scooter repair. LOWEST labor 
rate, quickest turnaround in town! Will repair 
ANY brand scooter. Free estimates. 376-
6275. RoadRatMotors.com    4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

4-23-14-72-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   
4-23-14-72-11

★★★  WWW.SWAMPCYCLES.COM  ★★★
Scooters & Motorcycles ● Sales & Service 
Quality, Experienced, Certified Technicians.

Close to Campus, Lowest Prices.
633 NW 13th St. 352-373-8823

4-23-72-11

Your roommate hasn’t done the dishes in 
How long?! Find a better dishwasher in the 
Alligator Classifi eds.

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●
 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
4-23-72-12

96 Olds Achieva $1000
95 Ford Explorer $1500
92 Toyota Camry $1999
91 Chevy Caprice $1300
352-338-1999     4-23-72-12

00 Dodge Intrepid $1500
99 Infiniti $799
01 Ford Taurus $1900
97 Dodge Van $900
352-338-1999    4-23-72-12

97 Blazer $2999
00 Jeep Cherokee $1999
99 Nissan Sentra $2999
96 Pontiac Bonneville $1500
352-338-1999       4-23-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
$0 DOWN!!!
3 MONTHS TO PAY
TRANSACTION FEES!!!!!
352-338-1999    4-23-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!
NO EMPLOYMENT CHECK
352-338-1999  4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
NO CREDIT CHECK!!
6 MONTHS TO PAY
DOWN PAYMENT!!!
352-375-9090   4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTALS
ALL VEHICLES 2014
3630 N. MAIN STREET
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090    4-23-72-12

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call Steve 352-771-6191   
4-23-14-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTAL
EASY TO RENT!!!
NO CREDIT CARD REQUIRED!
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090    4-23-31-12

★★★★HEADLINERS SAGGING?★★★★
★★POWER WINDOWS DON'T WORK?★★
Call or google Steve's Headliners
352-226-1973. On site available.    4-23-31-
12

Retiree wants to buy 2008-2012
Miata soft top; white or dark blue
973-634-8821    4-11-12-5

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

GOLD ★ GEMS ★ ETC
Free Appraisals ★ Top Cash or Trade

40 years in Business
OZZIE 352-318-4009

4-23-72-13

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
4-23-72-13

Designated drivers are the greatest
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The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

St. Francis House is a homeless shelter
and soup kitchen located in downtown
Gainesville, and we are looking for help

from volunteers like you.
St. Francis House depends on monetary 

support from individual donors and
community businesses in order to help feed

the homeless and the hungry.
If you are interested in volunteering,

please contact Candice Jones
at (352) 378-9079 or

sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com
To make a donation by mail,

please send checks payable to
St. Francis House
P.O. Box 12491

Gainesville, FL 32604

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-771-6191    
4-23-14-72-13

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti & 
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948 
4-11-14-72-13 

The Alachua County Crisis Center is seek-
ing volunteers to become Crisis Line 
Counselors. 60 hours of in-depth training are 
provided. This is an opportunity to impact 
the lives of fellow community members and 
to gain life-enhancing communication skills. 
The next training class begins Saturday, 
May 17th, 2014. Please contact Jan Greene 
at 352-264-6782 or visit ttp://www.alachua-
county.us/Depts/CSS/CrisisCenter/Pages/
Volunteer.aspx for more information.    4-23-
19-13

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 
www.alligator.org/classifieds

Visa and Mastercard accepted.

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    4-23-14-
72-14

SBSG is a financial transcription company
offering part-time work.
- Create your own schedule
- Competitive Production-Based Pay
- Close to campus!
- Must be able to touch-type 65wpm
Apply Online: www.sbsgrp.com     12-3-14-
151-14

DOMINO"S HIRING
Delivery Experts & Assistant Managers & 
Future Managers. Drivers earn between $14-
$17 per hour. GMs earn 40K-50K+.  Apply at 
gatordominos.com    4-23-14-70-14

Summer Jobs
·         $2400 for 8 weeks
·         Co-ed camp
·         Room and Board included
Get Paid to Play!
The Florida Elks Youth Camp (FEYC) needs 
male and female camp counselors ages 18 
and up. FEYC is an over-night camp located 
in Umatilla, FL. The camp runs June 9th – 
August 2nd. Please contact Krys Ragland at 
352 455-4267 or Krys@feyc.org.    4-23-14-
64-14

Food Science and Human Nutrition at the 
University of Florida is conducting a re-
search study for women 20-40 yo on birth 
control pills. Compensation given. For details 
call Luisa Rios-Avila at 392-1991 Ext 266.    
4-23-14-45-14

New Horizons now hiring Bi-lingual (pref not 
nec) Educational Consultants full time $24k 
352-642-1987    4-9-14-10-14

BEST PART-TIME JOB IN GATOR NATION
3 Miles from Campus
$11.25/ Hr to Start | $12-$15 After Training
Flexible Schedule | Ideal for Students
Call Today (352) 264- 0044    5-13-14-16-
14

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
PT for a doctor's office. Experience preferred. 
Email resume to: drpohani@gmail.com     4-9-
14-5-14

Medical Office looking for part time
medical assistant and/or front desk help

for busy office. Must be dependable,
computer literate, prefer to know some

medical terminology. Experience preferred
but not required. Please email resume to

JAS3FL@aol.com
4-9-14-5-14

Part-time student positions at GatorWell:
2 graphic designers, 1 video production
assistant & multiple wellness educators for 
the Health Hut.  Details on our website.
gatorwell.ufsa.ufl.edu        4-11-14-5-14

Part-time Music Coordinator sought, 6/1-12-
/31/14 with possible 6 month ext. Required: 
service music planning. Preferred: classic 
organist (pipe organ), choir leader experi-
ence, Lutheran music/hymnody tradition. 10 
hrs/week summer, 20 hrs/week from mid-
August. Send cover letter, resume, and plan-
ning/rehearsal sample to: Music Coordinator 
Search, First Lutheran Church, 1801 NW 5th 
Avenue, Gainesville, FL  32603 by 4/20/14.   
4-7-14-1-14

Opus Coffee

We are searching for fun and motivated
team players to work 15 to 40 hours
per week at a fast-paced coffee bar.

Starting pay is $8/hour + tips.
Applications downloaded at opuscoffee.com;
click on the Employment link
at the bottom and follow the instructions.   
4-18-14-10-14

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  4-23-14-72-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
4-23-72-15

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiLegal.com
Private Experienced Affordable  4-23-72-15

Want to be a CNA?       Don’t want to wait?
Express Training Services now offers a 
CNA class which can be completed in one 
weekend.  Perfect for busy college students.   
www.expresstrainingservices.com/ww   4-23-
14-67-15

Need your home or apt cleaned?
Call SWEEPING SUCCESS CLEANERS. 
We offer cleaning services for students, pro-
fessionals and seniors on the go that need 
assistance with housework. Call today; 352-
636-8563 or sweepingsuccesscleaners.com    
4-11-14-10-15

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

4-23-72-16

ACLS BLS PALS CPR/FA
American Heart Assoc. cert issued. 
Convenient scheduling. Teaching gators for 
over 15 years. Safetynet of Florida. Call us 
today (800)319-5708    6-10-14-40-16

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
4-23-72-18

Want to make a connection?
Place your ad here to look for someone to 
share a common interest with or for your true 
love 

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!b

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

● Rocky Creek Paintball ●
In Gainesville ● It's a Blast!

Call 371-2092
4-23-14-72-21

Pol Parsley The Thai Elvis
With 5-piece Band. Now available for con-
certs, shows, weddings & special occa-
sions. Call 352-338-0938 or youtube.com.
PolParsley.          Thank you very much.    
8-18-38-21

SAY:

"I FOUND IT IN
THE ALLIGATOR!"

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad in 
the classifieds to find trip arrangements or 
show off your bus and shuttle service. 373-
FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Horse Boarding 15 min fr UF $350/$500 
Eng/West. Lit arena, 527 acres, show jumps, 
Lg & Sm dres. rings, 150+ XC Hunter Paces. 
BHS & Parelli instr 352-258-0317
mistymorninghounds.com     9-19-14-62-24

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

PUT IT IN THE ALLIGATOR!

● LOCAL
● TARGETED
● EFFECTIVE
● ECONOMICAL

Reach over 50,000 readers
each publication day.
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Golf team to begin tournament
The UF men’s golf team begins play at the Old Waverly 
Collegiate Championship today in West Point, Miss. 
Read the story online at alligatorSports.org.

Arman Hall had a 
breakout performance 
at the Florida Relays. 
Read the story online at 
alligatorSports.org.

JONATHAN CZUPRYN
Alligator Staff Writer @jczupryn

ARLINGTON, Texas — Scottie Wilbekin 
had every reason to perform well Saturday 
against UConn.

The senior point guard was competing in 
his fi rst and last Final Four, playing against 
a familiar foe and – as the proverbial cherry 
on top – celebrating his 21st birthday on 
the most important day of basketball in his 

life.
So when Wilbekin had arguably his 

worst game of the season Saturday night, 
Gators fans were left scratching their heads 
all the way back to Gainesville.

Coach Billy Donovan said the reason 
why his team’s MVP was limited to just 
four points on 2-of-9 shooting was because 
he could not penetrate the Huskies’ defense 
in the paint.

Because Wilbekin could not drive to the 
basket as he had all season, he not only 
couldn’t be a factor scoring-wise for the 
Gators, but he also could not dish the ball 
back out to the perimeter to give his team-
mates open looks. The 6-foot-2 Gainesville 
native had just one assist compared to three 
turnovers.

“The difference in the game was Scot-
tie Wilbekin couldn’t live in the lane like 
he had all year long for us,” Donovan said. 
“Every time we needed a big shot or a big 
play, whether against Arkansas or UCLA, 
he was in the lane.”

Only one of Wilbekin’s two baskets 
came in the paint, and neither came in the 
second half when Florida desperately need-
ed a spark to overcome UConn’s 12-point 
advantage, which was the Gators’ largest 
defi cit of the season.

Although he said cramps bothered him 
at the start of the second half, Wilbekin said 
once he exited the game and iced his legs, 
the cramps went away and were no longer 
an issue.

However, UConn guards Ryan Boat-
wright and Shabazz Napier were problems 
Wilbekin couldn’t fi x with a few minutes on 
the bench. After allowing Wilbekin to score 
on his fi rst two shot attempts, Boatright and 
Napier buckled down defensively, holding 
the Southeastern Conference Player of the 
Year to a 0-of-7 shooting performance – in-
cluding 0 of 3 from three-point range.

“He had a really, really hard time getting 
in the lane around Boatright,” Donovan 
said. “He had a hard time getting around 
Napier, which inevitably made our offense 
very, very diffi cult.

AP Photo

Scottie Wilbekin, left, drives past Connecticut guard Ryan Boatright during the fi rst half of Florida’s 63-52 loss to UConn on 
Saturday in Arlington, Texas. Wilbekin scored four points while recording one assist to three turnovers against the Huskies.

Wilbekin struggles in Final Four matchup against Connecticut

ARLINGTON, Texas 
— Now that the 
Gators’ season is of-

fi cially over, let’s put their 
30-game winning streak in 
perspective.

It is the 10th-longest win-
ning streak in college basket-
ball history, the longest of 
Billy Donovan’s coaching career and the 
longest in program history. Most teams 
struggle to win 30 games in a season, let 

alone 30 straight. 
But it’s more than the 

number 30 itself that makes 
this streak so special. It goes 
much deeper than that.

Following No. 1 overall 
seed UF’s disappointing 63-
53 defeat to 7-seed UConn 
in the NCAA Tournament 

semifi nals on Saturday, Billy Donovan 
expressed that sentiment. The 18-year 

UF’s growth defi nes streak

GYMNASTICS

ERICA A. HERNANDEZ 
Alligator Writer @EricaAlyssa

Florida may have fallen — but not too 
far. 

Despite falls from top competitors Mack-
enzie Caquatto, Bridget Sloan and Kytra 
Hunter, Florida claimed the 2014 Univer-
sity Park Regional title to advance to the 
NCAA Championship.

“When Bridget and Mackenzie fell – it is 
so uncharacteristic for both of them,” coach 
Rhonda Faehn said. “I think that is the fi rst 
time Macko has fallen in two years. And 
Bridget is a 9.95 almost every time she gets 
up there.” 

Both Sloan and Caquatto suffered falls 

on beam. Sloan ended up with a 9.225 and 
Caquatto a 9.300, resulting in a 48.575 team 
score on beam that claimed the bottom spot 
in the meet and Florida’s 2014 record book.

“I would say our competition was off,” 
Faehn said. “It was not what we are capable 
of.” 

The Gators then had some down time 
with about a 20-minute bye before they 
competed on fl oor. Normally one of its top 
events, Florida posted a 49.375 on fl oor, its 
second lowest event score of the night.

UF’s saving grace was vault, where it 
posted a meet-best 49.550 to cap off its time 
in University Park, Penn.

“We rebounded really well on vault and 

UF makes nationals despite falls

SEE WILBEKIN, PAGE 15

SEE GYM, PAGE 15

SEE COLUMN, PAGE 15

LANDON PUNCHES

Landon Watnick
twitter: @landonwatnick

Tweetable
“Well time to say goodbye to the beard.” 

Patric Young (@BigPatYoung4)
UF senior center



JONATHAN CZUPRYN
Alligator Staff Writer @jczupryn

“I love being in school right now. 
I like getting my education. I’m learn-
ing more from coach (Billy Donovan) 
and he’s got a lot to offer me. He’s go-
ing to help develop me so when I go to 
the NBA, I’ll already be ready and teams 
won’t have to worry about developing 
me anymore.”

Patric Young made that state-
ment on March 11, 2011. A year 
later, he made the same decision. 
A year after that, the message still 
didn’t change.

But Young did.
He grew from the bench player 

who averaged just 3.4 points and 3.8 
rebounds per game to the face of the 
program who finished the year av-
eraging 11 points and 6.2 boards.

He grew from being the mentee 
of Vernon Macklin to becoming a 
mentor himself by passing down his 
knowledge of the game onto fresh-
man-phenom Chris Walker.

Most importantly to Donovan, 
Young grew enough during his four 
years at Florida to recognize his own 
identity both on and off the court.

With his unique physique and 
intense work ethic, the Jacksonville 
native flirted with the possibility 
of becoming a first-round selection 
in the NBA draft after his fresh-
man campaign. But after struggling 
during his next two years to sepa-
rate himself from the pack of other 
future-NBA frontcourt players like 
Anthony Davis and Nerlens Noel, 
Young decided to stay in Gainesville 
to fine tune his game and also poten-
tially reach the Final Four, which he 
finally did Saturday.

And despite falling short of the 
national championship – the ulti-
mate pinnacle of success – Florida 
did not lose to UConn for lack of ef-

fort from Young.
The senior center recorded a 

season- and team-high 19 points on 
7-of-13 shooting while grabbing five 
rebounds. But much of Young’s im-
pact was seen beyond the statsheet. 

As he has done all season, Young 
battled for loose balls, hustled for all 
of his 32 minutes of action and never 
lost hope.

“I think I was just trying to get the 
guys just to stay in the moment and 
just keep pushing on from the past 
because we have been a team that’s 
come from behind a lot, especially 
late in the season,” Young said. “I 

thought that if we just picked it up a 
little bit more, just forgot about how 
we were shooting and just locked in 
and focused, we could have it come 
again.”

Even in the midst of the Hus-
kies’ 11-of-12 shooting performance 
down the stretch that sealed their 
victory over the Gators, Young put 
all his energy into a dunk with 4:09 
left in the game that kept the basket 
shaking for about 10 seconds.

The 160-foot video board at 
AT&T Stadium showed a jumper by 
UConn’s Niels Giffey when Young 
cut Florida’s deficit down to six with 

his slam-dunk. Most of the record-
breaking crowd of 79,444 didn’t 
have a chance to react to the play.

And neither did Young, who  
simply ran back to other side of the 
court to prepare on defense. 

There was no flash, just gravitas. 
There was no selfishness, just team 
focus.

“I think for the first time in my 
life, I was a part of a group of guys 
that were really willing to bleed for 
one another,” Young said. “Guys 
that were really willing to just do 
whatever it took to go outside of 
themselves, to commit to the greater 

goal.”
As Young sat next to two of his 

three senior teammates during the 
postgame press conference, his last 
words to the public while still wear-
ing his No. 4 jersey weren’t about 
himself or his upcoming journey to 
the NBA. Instead – like the past four 
years – Young was focused on noth-
ing but the Florida Gators.

“One thing I can take from this 
team is just when you can truly love 
a group of guys or people like this, 
you bring out the best out of them 
and you bring out the best out of 
yourself,” Young said.
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AP Photo

Patric Young (4) goes after a loose ball during the second half of during Florida’s 63-53 loss to Connecticut in the NCAA Final Four 
tournament on Saturday in Arlington, Texas. The senior center scored a team-high 19 points in the Gators’ loss to the Huskies. Young 
considered entering the NBA draft after his freshman year, but decided to stay at UF to learn from coach Billy Donovan.

Young shows maturity, fight in Final Four matchup despite loss

ADAM PINCUS
Alligator Staff Writer @adamDpincus

Bobby Poyner, usually reliable, found 
himself in the middle of Kentucky’s of-
fensive outburst in Florida’s series finale 
in Lexington, Ky.

The junior 
left-hander, UF’s 
third pitcher on 
Sunday, allowed 

five earned runs in the sixth inning en 
route to a 9-8 loss at Cliff Hagan Stadium. 
No. 13 Florida (20-12, 7-5 Southeastern 
Conference) dropped the finale against 
No. 22 Kentucky (22-10, 6-6 SEC) for its 
second-straight SEC road series loss.

Poyner gave up a three-run home run 
to Max Kuhn before hitting A.J. Reed for 
his last batter. Right-hander Shaun An-
derson then replaced Poyner, surrender-
ing a triple and a single as part of the 
seven-run inning that had become the 
theme of the weekend for both teams.

In Game 2 on Saturday, Florida held 
off a Kentucky rally after jumping out 
to a nine-run lead before winning 11-10. 
Florida plated five runs in the eighth on 

Sunday in a rally that would ultimately 
fall short.

“It’s a tough stretch of the season, but 
we’re going to build off these five runs 
in the eighth. It’s disappointing with our 
pitching this weekend. We didn’t quite 
stay away from the big inning,” Gators 
coach Kevin O’Sullivan told the IMG 
Gator Sports Network. “I think that’s the 
theme of the weekend. We couldn’t stay 
away from the big inning.”

Left-hander Kirby Snead tossed 2.2 
innings of two-run ball on Sunday. His 
lone mistake came on a first-pitch fast-
ball over the middle that Reed hit into 
left center for his third home run of the 
weekend. The solo shot tied the game at 
two after UF scored two runs in the top 
half on a Richie Martin double.

A throwing error by Kentucky short-
stop Matt Reida ruined a double-play 
chance and extended the inning. He 
booted a ground ball in the sixth that 
would’ve been the second out of the in-
ning. 

Continue reading this story online at      
alligatorSports.org. 

Florida drops road series
SOFTBALL

JORDAN MCPHERSON
Alligator Writer @J_McPherson1126

After winning its first two games against 
Auburn on Friday and Saturday, Florida 
knew it needed a strong outing to clinch its 
first series sweep of the season on Sunday.

And behind an eight-
inning shutout by senior 
Hannah Rogers, the No. 6 
Gators (34-8, 8-7 Southeast-
ern Conference) notched 
a 1-0 win over the No. 19 
Tigers (31-9-1, 6-6 SEC) at 
Katie Seashole Pressly Sta-
dium.

“I’m excited,” junior 
Lauren Haeger said. “We haven’t swept all 
season. It’s been a while since we won a se-
ries, so it’s always nice to win.”

With the game scoreless in the bottom of 
the eighth, Florida came to bat with the top 
of the lineup due up. After Kelsey Stewart 
grounded out to first base, sophomore Kirsti 
Merritt hit a double to center field. Haeger 
then scored Merritt with a go-ahead single 
to center field.

“If (Merritt) doesn’t get on base, I don’t 
even have a chance,” Haeger said. “She hit a 

hard ball up the middle and hustled to sec-
ond to make that a double. ... I just wanted 
to get a base hit; I can’t get too picky.”

In her fifth shutout of the season, Rogers 
(16-6) limited Auburn to just four hits while 
retiring 14 straight batters to end the game. 

“The biggest thing that I really looked 
forward to was Hannah Rogers throwing a 
shutout,” coach Tim Walton said. “Not only 
a regular shutout, but going the extra inning 
variety. She really pitched well.”

While Rogers only struck out three of the 
26 batters she faced, stout defense provided 
the senior right-hander some insurance.

Junior shortstop Katie Medina, who 
started all three games of the series after not 
being in the starting lineup for 15 straight 
games, was part of two double plays in the 
first two innings for the Gators. With two 
outs and the bases loaded in the third frame, 
Medina grabbed a groundball from Auburn 
center fielder Morgan Estell and threw it 
to catcher Aubree Munro who tagged left 
fielder Tiffany Howard out at home to take 
Florida out of a bind.

“She’s been working hard,” Rogers said 
of Medina. “Obviously she hasn’t been play-
ing as much, but when she does play, she 
works hard.”

Rogers shuts out Auburn

UF Baseball

Rogers



“I would say this, there’s not many 
guards that we have played against that 
have kept Scottie Wilbekin out of the lane. 
These guys kept him out of the lane.”

The Huskies not only kept the pressure 
on Wilbekin the entire game, but they also 
forced the rest of the Gators to make errant 
shots and passes as well. 

Florida’s three assists were not just a 
season low. It was also the fewest in a Fi-
nal Four game since assists became an of-
ficial stat in 1983-1984. 

And two of its three assists came on the 
first two baskets of the game. For the final 
38:43, the Huskies held the Gators to just 
one assist while forcing 11 turnovers.

“That’s crazy,” Wilbekin said. “That’s 
not usually what we do. All credit goes to 
them and their guards and the way they 
were denying and putting pressure on us. 
We weren’t taking care of the ball.”

Despite Wilbekin’s poor performance 
in his last collegiate contest, Donovan 
doesn’t want Saturday’s game to be a de-
fining moment of the senior’s career. In his 
four years at Florida, Wilbekin has battled 
through off-the-court issues to help his 
team reach the Elite Eight four seasons in a 
row, which culminated in the senior’s first 
Final Four appearance Saturday night.

“We would not be in this situation if it 
was not for Scottie Wilbekin,” Donovan 
said during the post-game press confer-
ence. “You just never want to see a guy in 
his senior year do all things that he’s done, 
you just wish he could have played and 
performed a little bit better for us. But if 
it wasn’t for him, I wouldn’t be sitting up 
here right now.”

Florida coach, who masterful-
ly transformed a Gators team 
riddled by injuries and suspen-
sions at the beginning of the 
year into a Final Four squad by 
late March, delivered a telling 
answer to a reporter’s question.

“Every coach sits up here 
and is so proud of my guys, I’m 
so proud of my guys,” Dono-
van said. “Me being proud of 
them is from a totally different 
perspective, because for me 
personally, I saw how dysfunc-
tional we were in September.  
Didn’t even know what we 
would look like.”

The Gators looked like an 
unconstructed jigsaw puzzle in 
the preseason and first month 
of the regular season.

Senior point guard Scottie 
Wilbekin remained suspended 
after months in Donovan’s dog-
house, and it was a giant ques-
tion mark whether he would 
play this season. Many thought 
Wilbekin might transfer, and 
the Gainesville native contem-
plated it briefly.

Versatile forward Dorian 
Finney-Smith and center Da-
montre Harris also served sus-
pensions for violating team 
rules. Donovan dismissed 
Harris from UF in December, 
but the South Carolina trans-
fer would soon rejoin the team 
during practices. 

Regardless, it left UF down 
a big man.

Before the start of the regu-
lar season, Michael Frazier II 
battled mononucleosis, and 
Will Yeguete was still not at 100 
percent coming off arthroscopic 
debridement on his right knee 
in May. Rutgers transfer Eli 
Carter (broken leg) and Dillon 
Graham (bone spurs in hips) 
had their seasons shut down.

Freshman point guard 
Kasey Hill suffered a high-an-
kle sprain not even two weeks 
into the regular season and 
missed four games. Wilbekin 
returned after a five-game sus-
pension on Nov. 25 only to 
suffer a sprained ankle a week 
later against the Huskies.

Every day, it was a new set-
back. Donovan’s group could 
not catch a break.

Due to its shifting parts, 
Florida lacked sound defense 
to kick off the year. After UF 
surrendered 69 points to North 
Florida of all teams in its season 
opener on Nov. 8, Donovan 
ripped his shorthanded unit. 

“We are light years away 
from even being remotely a 
good defensive team and light 
years away from even being a 
ranked team,” he said after the 
game with a crisp tone.

But after the UConn loss, 
things began working in the 
Gators’ favor. Wilbekin was 
back in the mix. Hill returned 
and provided sufficient relief as 
a backup for Wilbekin. Senior 
forward Casey Prather contin-
ued to build on his breakout 
year. Patric Young began to 
harness his physical attributes 
as UF’s starting center. 

In February, a once academ-
ically ineligible Chris Walker 
finally made his debut after 
serving a 12-game suspension 
handed by the NCAA for re-
ceiving impermissible benefits 
from agents. The freshman for-
ward soon found his role, pro-
viding athleticism and another 
body for UF off the bench.

The Gators were clicking. 
Over a few months, a team of 
just parts gradually became a 
well-oiled machine.

During its historic streak, 
Florida grinded out quality 
wins against Kansas, Memphis, 

Kentucky and Tennessee — 
the latter two three times each. 
Donovan’s group cut down 
the nets on three separate occa-
sions, the final time in celebra-
tion of his program’s first trip to 
the Final Four since 2007. 

There’s no way the Gators 
would have achieved these 
milestones if it weren’t for how 
well they overcame adversity — 

a popular but relevant cliché.
“Everyone’s just grown so 

much,” Young said. “You just 
have to look and that and re-
member that.”

Anyone who looks at a re-
cord book 10 years from now 
might not realize that, but a 
simple number cannot measure 
how remarkable 2013-14 was 
for Florida.
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Senior Alaina Johnson performs on the uneven bars during UF’s 
198.125-197.625 win against LSU on Feb. 21.

Jordan McPherson / Alligator Staff

Florida’s starters huddle prior to the start of Florida’s win 
over Dayton on March 29 in FedExForum in Memphis, Tenn.

Johnson wins all-around with strong showing on bars, floor

that was the fight I was looking 
for,” Faehn said. 

“I thought we had a few un-
characteristic mistakes on differ-
ent routines from different peo-
ple – almost fluky.”

Penn State claimed the second 
spot on the podium and the final 
ticket to nationals with a 196.725 
total. Florida’s 197.050 mark was 
the second lowest the team has 
posted all year.

“Today’s performance was a 
little uncharacteristic, but at the 
same time these competitions are 
what make us stronger, are what 
make us think and work harder 
in the gym,” Sloan said in a post-
game press conference. “Obvi-
ously we didn’t want to happen 
quite like this, but in the end you 
have to look back on it and take it 

and learn from it.” 
A fall from Hunter on bars 

scored her a 9.275, which in turn 
took her out of the all-around 
competition. Sloan’s beam fall 
had the same effect on her all-
around (39.050), allowing Alaina 
Johnson to claim her second all-
around win of the year with a 
score of 39.550.

For a meet that Faehn called 
Florida’s roughest competition 
yet, the Gators managed to win 
each event on top of UF’s third 
consecutive regional title. 

Sloan won vault with a 9.950 
and tied with Caquatto (9.95) for 
the top spot on bars. Johnson’s 
9.850 on beam tied her for a title 
win with three other gymnasts, 
and Hunter’s floor routine deliv-
ered a 9.950 and event title win. 

“It’s definitely my favorite 
routine of all three years,” Hunt-

er said, “and so I think with me 
loving the routine and being able 
to sell the dance and the tumbling 
putting it all together definitely 
helped me get a good score.”

Florida will now prepare to 
defend the program’s first na-
tional championship in Birming-
ham, Ala., on April 18-19. 

“The athletes are resilient,” 
Faehn said. “They’ll be anxious 
to get back in the gym.”

gyM, from page 13

Uncertainty plagued Gators at season’s start
ColuMn, from page 13

WilbEkin, from page 13

UF held to 
lowest assist 
total of season 
against UConn

“We rebounded really 
well on vault and that was 
the fight I was looking for. 

I thought we had a few 
uncharacteristic mistakes 
on different routines from 
different people – almost 

fluky.”
Rhonda Faehn

UF Coach



back tears, battling to keep his com-
posure and answer each question. 
Michael Frazier II, who was con-
tained to just one three-pointer for 
the Gators’ only make from down-
town all night, looked dejected as a 
hoard of reporters held recorders to 
his face. Other Florida players sat 
away from reporters, staring at the 
ground with towels hanging over 
their heads, thinking about what 
could have been. 

“I really wanted our guys to get 
a fire in their eyes and just realize 
like, ‘This is going to be the rest 
of our lives,’” said senior center 
Patric Young, who finished with a 
team-high 19 points. “‘Let’s just go 
out there and leave it all out on the 
court. Whatever happens, let’s just 
go out there and fight and be the 
best that we can be.’

“But I just feel like we were 
a step too slow [Saturday]. I just 
didn’t see it in our guys’ eyes to-
day. I was just trying so hard to get 
us connected from that standpoint, 
but it just wasn’t there.”

After relinquishing a 12-point 
lead in the first half, the Gators 
could not bounce back. They had 
a season-low 22 points at halftime 
and saw Shabazz Napier, DeAndre 
Daniels and the Huskies exploit 
their defense for a 10-point advan-
tage about seven minutes into the 
second half.

“We knew they were going 
to come back and make a run,” 
Prather said. “They’re a good team. 
That’s what good teams do.”

Young took over down the 
stretch and flourished in the inte-
rior, helping UF cut its deficit to 

43-40 with 8:03 left. The senior cen-
ter scored 16 of Florida’s final 22 
points.

But he could not do it all alone. 
Excluding Young and Prather, 

who added 15 points, the Gators 
shot only 6 of 26 from the field 
against Connecticut. A squad that 
prides itself on being connected, 
Florida recorded only three assists 
against 11 turnovers.

Scottie Wilbekin, who entered 
the game averaging 16.8 points 
during UF’s first four games of the 
Big Dance, battled cramps Saturday 
and scored just four points on 2-of-
9 shooting.

“On offense, we just couldn’t re-
ally get anything going,” the senior 
point guard said.

“They were being really aggres-
sive and we couldn’t really get into 
our offense. We weren’t moving the 
ball as well.” 

Despite a bitter and abrupt close 
to the year, the Gators have not lost 
perspective of how magical this 
season was for them. 

After battling through injuries 
and suspensions during the first 
month of the year, Florida even-
tually gelled and ran through its 
Southeastern Conference slate un-
defeated, clinching both the regu-
lar-season and tournament titles. 
Its senior class of Prather, Wilbekin, 
Young and Will Yeguete that exited 
the Elite Eight in three previous 
seasons finally got over the hump, 
reaching the program’s first Final 
Four since it won back-to-back titles 
in 2006 and 2007 during the glory 
days of Joakim Noah, Al Horford 
and Corey Brewer. 

“I think for the first time in my 
life, I was a part of a group of guys 
that were really willing to bleed for 

one another,” Young said, “Guys 
that were really willing to just do 
whatever it took to go outside of 
themselves, to commit to the great-
er goal.”

Once the pain of losing against 
the Huskies subsides, the Gators 
will relish a 2013-14 campaign filled 

with records and accomplishments 
— one that Donovan can call one of 
the most successful of his 18-year 
tenure at UF.

“Their body of work on the court 
people will evaluate or judge them-
selves,” Donovan said. “But for me 
personally, where they were as in-

dividuals and where they were as 
a team to where they came from in 
terms of becoming a team, I mean, 
it was one of the most special ex-
periences I’ve had being around a 
group of guys away from the court 
maybe since I’ve been in coach-
ing.”
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AP Photo

Casey Prather shoots as Connecticut forward Phillip Nolan (0) and Florida’s Patric Young (4) look on 
during the first half UF’s 63-53 loss to UConn on Saturday in Arlington, Texas.

Young, Prather scored 34 of Florida’s points in Final Four loss
bAsketbAll,  
from page 1
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