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Florida picked as top national seed
The NCAA Tournament selection committee 
named Florida as the No. 1 overall seed in the 
NCAA Tournament, pg. 14. 

A.J. Puk struggled 
in his start against 

Arkansas in Florida’s 
fi rst Southeastern 
Conference series 

fi nale. Read the story 
on page 15.

Campus restaurants follow lead of removing chemicals
Subway and Chick-fi l-A will be affected, pg 5.  
Target thigh gap photo raises controversy locally
Target removed the picture after criticism, pg 5. 
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LOCAL

JENNA LYONS
Alligator Staff Writer jlyons@alligator.org

Florida football player Andre Debose was 
pushed into a window while trying to break 
up a fi ght Saturday night. During the brawl, a 
man was arrested after he used his rifl e to fi re 
several rounds into the SUV of the man who 
pushed Debose.

Offi cers arrested 23-year-old John Mark 
Honeycutt on charges of aggravated assault, 
according to an arrest report.

Gainesville Police origi-
nally misreported Debose 
as the aggressor in the in-
cident, but the most recent 
offi cial account states the 
following: At about 6:30 
p.m., offi cers responded 
to reports of an argument 
among people armed with 
a handgun and rifl e. Ear-

lier that evening, Honeycutt was eating at 

his house with Debose and two other people, 
GPD spokesman Offi cer Ben Tobias said. His 
house is located in the 500 block of Northwest 
36th Street, according to an arrest report.

An argument ensued, and a man pushed 
Debose into a window, shattering the glass, 
Tobias said. Debose was not injured. 

The man and Honeycutt began fi ghting, 
and Honeycutt threatened to kill him, accord-
ing to the report. Tobias said Honeycutt got a 
handgun, but the man grabbed the gun and 

fi red into the ground outside.
Honeycutt then took a rifl e and fi red sev-

eral rounds into the SUV, Tobias said.
When offi cers arrived, they saw an SUV 

with several bullet holes parked in front of 
Honeycutt’s house.

Offi cers booked Honeycutt into the Ala-
chua County Jail at about 1:50 a.m. He was 
released at 2:53 p.m. Sunday after meeting a 
$2,000 bond.

Police confi rm Andre Debose broke up Saturday fi ght

SEE DEBOSE, PAGE 4

BEATRICE DUPUY
Alligator Staff Writer bdupuy@alligator.org

UF President Bernie Machen an-
nounced he is temporarily ending 
the search for a new Levin College 
of Law dean.

In an email to law students Fri-
day, Machen wrote the candidates 

were accomplished but he and Pro-
vost Joe Glover “did not fi nd one 
ideally suited to lead the College.”

In a separate email to law faculty 
and staff, Machen proposed that 
professor George Dawson take over 
as interim dean once current dean 
Robert Jerry vacates the position 

June 30.
Jerry announced in August he 

would step down but would remain 
a faculty member.

Final candidates in the search 

included David Brennen, dean and 
professor at University of Kentucky 
College of Law;  Samuel Donaldson, 
a Georgia State University College 
of Law  professor; and David Hueb-
ner, a former ambassador to New 
Zealand and Samoa. 

UF spokeswoman Janine Sikes 
said Machen will revisit opening the 
search sometime in the near future.

Megan Harsh, a 23-year-old 
UF fi rst-year law student, said she 

couldn’t believe the amount of effort 
that was put into fi nding a dean.

“I’m pretty disappointed that 
they used so much time and re-
sources,” she said. 

Faculty and staff are invited to 
attend a private meeting Tuesday 
with Machen and Glover to dis-
cuss Dawson’s nomination. The 
meeting will begin at 10 a.m. in 
Room 180 of the law school.

Machen calls off search for law school dean, proposes stand-in

Jordan McPherson / Alligator Staff 

Chompions
The Florida men’s basketball team hoists the Southeastern Conference Tournament trophy after defeating Kentucky 
61-60 in the championship game Sunday in the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. Read the stories on pages 13 and 14.

� SOME STAY AT JAYCEES CAMPGROUND.

KELCEE GRIFFIS
Alligator Staff Writer kgriffi s@alligator.org 

The air smelled like sunscreen, burning rubber and 
hot asphalt. Billows of blue-tinted smoke drifted over 
the vibrating bleachers as a pair of dragsters rocketed 
down the quarter-mile track.

As spectator Jeremy Hudson put it, “It’s one of 
those sports — TV doesn’t do it justice.”

The 45th annual Amalie Motor Oil National Hot 
Rod Association Gatornationals returned to the 
Gainesville Raceway Thursday through Sunday, 
bringing with it about 100,000 spectators hooked on 
the speed and adrenaline of drag racing. 

Hudson, a 30-year-old Panama City resident, said 
he travels to Atlanta Braves games across the country, 
but he likes drag racing because the drivers are much 
more accessible than, say, professional baseball play-
ers.

“They’re not inviting us into the dugouts,” he 

Gatornationals 
draws beer-drinkin’, 
race-lovin’ crowd

SEE RACE, PAGE 3

Jerry to remain until June

Honeycutt

“I’m pretty disappointed 
that they used so much time 

and resources.”
Megan Harsh

fi rst-year law student

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY
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The Alligator strives to be 
accurate and clear in its  news 
reports and editorials. 
If you fi nd an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
or email editor@alligator.org. 
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Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject 
line to kgriffis@alligator.org. 
To ensure publication in the 
next day’s newspaper, please 
submit the event before 5 
p.m. Please model your sub-
missions after above events 
and keep them 150 words or 
fewer. Improperly formatted 
“What’s Happening” sub-
missions may not appear in 
the paper. Press releases will 
not appear in the paper.

BRIEFS
Wake up and smell the bacon ... 
with an app 

MADISON, Wis. — Want to 
wake up to the sound of bacon 
sizzling on the stove with its 
aroma drawing you out of bed?

There’s an app for that.
Oscar Mayer says it has cre-

ated a bacon-scented app for the 
iPhone, developed by the Mad-
ison-based company’s Institute 
for the Advancement of Bacon.

The company says that to 
emit a small puff reminiscent 
of bacon, the user needs an ex-
ternal device that plugs into the 
headphone jack. The app itself 
produces the sound of bacon siz-
zling in a pan.

Oscar Mayer says the aroma-
producing device won’t be sold 
in stores and that quantities are 
limited. The company is giving 
away 4,700 devices.

Oscar Mayer is part of Kraft 
Foods Group Inc., based in Glen-
view, Ill.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Henna tattoo fundraiser

Help the HSF Scholar Chapter 
raise funds for Relay for Life 
by getting henna tattoos. We 
will be doing $2 and $4 de-
signs. Guys are also welcome 
to come. The event will be at 
La Casita (next to Chipotle) 
tonight from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Beginner tango class
A beginner tango class will 
be held tonight at 7:45 p.m. 
at the Student Recreation and 
Fitness Center. No experience, 
partner or shoes required. For 
more information, visit face-
book.com/groups/uftango.

UF Hillel self defense class
Krav Maga is a method of self 
defense used by the Israeli 
Defense Forces. Come learn 
techniques with our Israel fel-
low Tuesday from 6:55 until 
8 p.m. at UF Hillel. Matti has 
experience as a combat fitness 
and Krav Maga instructor in 
the IDF. For more informa-
tion, contact him at matti@
ufhillel.org.

Accent Speaker’s Bureau hosts 
Buzzfeed creator Jonah 
Peretti
Join Accent Speaker’s Bureau 
on Thursday at the Phillips 
Center for the Performing 
Arts for an evening of en-
trepreneurship, insight and 
inspiration with one of the 
leading media innovators of 
the 21st century. Peretti will 
discuss journalism, the evolv-
ing media landscape and his 
career followed by an open 
Q-and-A with the audience. 
Free student tickets will be 
available for pickup at the 
Phillips Center Box Office on 
Wednesday at noon. Students 
with valid Gator 1 Cards 
can receive up to two tick-
ets. Doors open at 7, and the 
program begins at 8 p.m. For 
more information, visit face-
book.com/accentufl.

Health education fair
A health education fair will 
take place Saturday from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
the Alachua County Library 
Headquarters on the top floor. 
It will include blood pressure 
and glucometer screenings, 
condoms and referrals to 
physicians, dentists, surgeons 
and mental and physical 
therapists. To RSVP, contact 
Alexandra Livingston, R.N., 
at 352-375-1577.

Paynes Prairie Fire Fest
Paynes Prairie Preserve State 
Park will host Fire Fest on 
March 29 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
It will be held at the park’s 
visitor center in Micanopy. 
The event is free with park 
admission, which is $4 per 
individual and $6 per vehicle. 
Activities will include hands-
on demos, a scavenger hunt 
and fire equipment demon-
strations. Visitors will also re-
ceive a Fire Fest passport to be 
stamped as they explore vari-
ous fire stations throughout 
the park and learn about the 

importance of prescribed 
fire to Florida’s ecosystems.

GatorWell focus group
GatorWell Health Promotion 
Services is looking for UF 
students to participate in a 
one-hour confidential focus 
group about interpersonal 
violence issues on campus. 
These focus groups will oc-
cur through Thursday at 
the GatorWell location on 
Radio Road. Participants 
will receive a $20 UF 
Bookstore gift card and free 
pizza. To participate, email 
GatorWellProjects@mail.
ufl.edu. Use subject line 
“My Campus.” Participants 
must be 18 years or older 
and enrolled UF students.

Register for Three-Minute 
Thesis Competition
The UF Graduate School is 
partnering with I-Cubed to 
host its first Three Minute 
Thesis Competition in April. 
The competition challenges 
doctoral students to present 
their dissertations to a non-
technical audience in three 
minutes or less. Preliminary 
heats will be held this month 
to determine finalists for the 
grand finale event on April 
3. Along with helping grad-
uate students hone their 
communication and presen-
tation skills, winners will be 
awarded cash prizes. For 
more information and to 
register, please visit tinyurl.
com/UF3MT. This competi-
tion is open to international 
students.

Restoring Bambooville
A group of students is 
working to present a for-
mal proposal to the Lakes, 
Vegetation and Landscaping 
Committee as well as the 
Land Use and Facilities 
Planning Committee to 
bring back Bambooville. To 
help, find the Facebook page 
“Restore Bambooville,” 
or contact Elliot Larkin at 
Larkin@ufl.edu or Nick 
Chrone at NChrone@ufl.
edu. Also, sign the petition 
on Change.org.

Global Health Case 
Competition at UF
The Global Health Case 
Competition, a student-led 
initiative, is seeking stu-
dents from diverse gradu-
ate and undergraduate 
departments to serve as 
department representatives 
for a Spring case competi-
tion. This is a great oppor-
tunity to get more involved 
in the global health commu-
nity and obtain leadership 
experience in international 
health. Find out more about 
the Global Health Case 

Have an event planned?
Add it to the Alligator’s 

online calendar:
alligator.org/calendar



said.
In contrast, at Gatornationals, 

the pits resembled the midway of 
a county fair. In an area behind the 
grandstands, crews rebuilt engines 
and changed tires beneath colorful 
awnings attached to RVs and trail-
ers. Spectators gathered to watch, 
and often, drivers walked over to 
chat with them.

That’s why Heather Walls, 35, 
came from Pennsylvania. 

“It’s a great fan experience be-
cause you get to talk to the driv-
ers,” she said. “They’re not snob-
by.” 

She noted drag races are the 
“closest you’ll get to celebrities, 
basically.”

If feeling close is a reason 
thousands of people fl ock to the 
track, it’s also a reason many out-
of-towners choose to camp while 
they’re at Gatornationals.

Saturday afternoon, Gary and 
Patti Gullotta and Chris and Con-
nie Ciccarone sat by a campfi re 
in the sunny, 75-degree weather 
drinking Blue Moon and cracking 
peanuts. They’d been at the track 
earlier in the day, but they drove 
the three and a half miles back 
to their site at the Jaycees Camp-
ground for some downtime.

“Camaraderie,” said Chris 
Ciccarone — that’s why he likes 
camping.

The 57-year-old has been com-
ing to the races and the camp-
ground for more than 30 years.

He said it’s mellowed out a lot. 
People used to tear through a huge 
mud pit at the edge of the camp-
sites in their trucks.

“This used to be a real hell-rais-
ing place,” he said.

Now, the mudpit is indented 
and dry like a lakebed. A few peo-
ple were even camping in it.

The wet T-shirt contest still 
takes place, but this group likes 

tamer activities like lively discus-
sions about politics by fi relight.

“We’ve solved the world’s prob-
lems probably a hundred times last 
night,” said Gary Gullotta, 62.

They like wearing grungy 
clothes and not having to shower.

“No TV, no nothing. No grand-
kids, no job,” said Connie Cicca-
rone, 56.

The campground has about 150 

water hookups, which designate 
offi cial campsites. But most of the 
property is an informal tent-camp-
ing free-for-all, said Kristen Rabell, 
Jaycees board chairwoman.

“It’s random. We don’t count,” 
she said of the number of sites. She 
said the grounds have served as a 
Gatornationals crash pad for 40-
plus years.

Racing fans come to the camp-

ground from as far away as Cana-
da, she said. The Jaycees’ camping 
option is cheaper than staying at 
the track’s facilities, which only al-
low RVs. 

The relaxed policy has led to 
a sprawling network of homes-
away-from-home as campers turn 
whatever spot they choose into a 
weekend paradise. Visitors added 
fl air with colorful electric lights, 
racing fl ags and strings of pen-
nants. One site was decorated 
with an old, brittle Christmas tree 
adorned with beer bottles, Mardi 
Gras beads and a hubcap.

Lee Thompson from Hazel-
hurst, Ga., was camping with a 
block of about 20 people. When 
he has the money for tickets to the 
races, he goes, said 29-year-old 
Thompson, leaning on one elbow 
sprawled in a green pup tent. This 
year, he didn’t have the money to 
get onto the track, but he said the 
camping experience was enough 
in itself.

“A lot of drinkin’, eatin’ a lot of 
grilled food,” he said, adding that 
riding four-wheelers through the 
woods is a highlight, too. “It’s like a 
friend-family reunion. Every year, 
we try to bring more people.”

Laurie Sullivan, 50, and Earl 
Bass, 59, had just gotten into town 
Saturday afternoon. The couple 
from Bradenton was struggling 
to infl ate an air mattress. They 
planned to visit the races the next 
day. But for now, it was camp-
ground time.

“That’s half the fun – relaxing, 
meeting people,” Sullivan said, 
taking a sip from her Bud Light can 
in a coozie. “Life is good today.”
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William A. England / Alligator Staff 

Tony Schumacher races his U.S. Army Top Fuel dragster down the track Saturday during the 45th an-
nual Amalie Motor Oil NHRA Gatornationals at Gainesville Raceway. Gatornationals draws 100,000 
spectators every year. Schumacher is a seven-time Top Fuel world champion. 

Campers come from as far as Canada to watch the races
RACE,
from page 1



GPD initially incorrectly reported Debose pushed a 
victim through a window. Tobias announced the mistake 
in a statement via Facebook, apologizing for the error 
while commending Debose for his actions.

“I am extremely proud that (Debose) intervened in this 
incident and likely prevented anyone from being injured 
or killed,” Tobias wrote.

The NCAA granted Debose a sixth year of eligibil-
ity on Thursday after he applied for a medical hardship 
waiver. The wide receiver missed the 2013 season after 
he suffered a torn ACL. Debose also missed his fresh-
man season in 2009 due to a knee biceps femoris graft for 
a previous injury. In the three seasons he has played at 
Florida, wide receiver Debose recorded 29 receptions for 
543 yards. 

Staff writer Adam Lichtenstein contributed reporting.

� THE EVENT RAISED ABOUT 
$14,000.

VICTORIA MESSINA
Alligator Contributing Writer

Tammy Lewis closed her eyes as 
about 200 people watched her shoul-
der-length silvery gray hair fall to the 
floor of the stage.

Lewis, 47, and Dwayne, her 7-year-
old son, were two of 38 participants 
who shaved their heads Friday on Fla-
vet Field for the Freshman Leadership 
Council event known as St. Baldrick’s.

A charity dedicated to funding 
childhood cancer research, the St. Bal-
drick’s Foundation held its first head-
shaving event on St. Patrick’s Day in 
2000.

This year, the FLC raised about 
$14,000, double the amount raised at 
the first St. Baldrick’s at UF, said Leigh 
Robertson, the 21-year-old UF political 
science junior.

Event organizer McLane Edwards, 

a 19-year-old UF political science fresh-
man, said what began as an impulse 
decision became a mark of solidarity 
for childhood cancer patients.

“You can’t, like, really go into it 
thinking, ‘Aw, how am I going to look?’ 
because you’re gonna look goofy,” Ed-
wards said. “That’s just how it’s going 
to be.”

Lewis, of Middleburg, Fla., was one 
of two women who participated in the 
head-shaving event.

She chose to volunteer in St. Bal-
drick’s at UF before she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer in November 2013. 
She said she was nervous that the che-
motherapy was going to take its toll on 
her hair before the event.

“It was getting to the point where I 
was wondering if (my hair) was going 
to last until today,” Lewis said, “and it 
held on for me.”

She said she participated to cele-
brate that Dwayne, her blind foster son 
who suffered from an eye cancer called 
bilateral retinoblastoma, has been can-
cer-free for five years.

After Lewis and her son finished 
getting their heads shaved, they joined 
in the middle of the stage to embrace 
and feel each other’s clean-shaven 
heads.

Cancer patients and survivors 
weren’t the only participants Friday, 
as about two dozen UF students vol-
unteered to shave their locks for the 
cause.

Travis Dobler, a 21-year-old UF 
advertising junior and captain of the 
Florida Cicerones team, said this was 
his third time shaving his head for St. 
Baldrick’s.

He said he plans to become a four-
year shavee but realizes he must be 
creative to keep the donations coming.

This year, Dobler dyed the tips of 
his hair blond to draw attention to his 
locks and the event but said he acci-
dentally dyed his entire scalp shortly 
afterwards. 

“You have to do these PR stunts to 
kind of keep people interested,” Dobler 
said, “or I just look like a guy who gets 
a free haircut once a year.”
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Emily Cochrane / Alligator Staff

Marguerite Gaisser shaves Dwayne Lewis’ head Friday afternoon on Flavet Field as part of the Freshman Lead-
ership Council’s annual St. Baldrick’s event benefiting cancer research. The 7-year-old, who is blind due to 
retinoblastoma, got his head shaved to celebrate being cancer-free for five years.

38 people get close shave for cancer
March 17, 2010 
More than 300 students, UF faculty and staff 

walked from Turlington Plaza to Emerson Hall pro-
testing the Kofi Adu-Brempong shooting by Universi-
ty Police. UF Ph.D. student Adu-Brempong was shot 
in the face with an AR-15 assault rifle at his apartment 
across from the Levin College of Law after about a 
two-hour standoff with police, according to Alliga-
tor archives. The student was in critical condition 
at Shands hospital after the incident, and the officer 
involved in the shooting, Keith Smith, was eventu-
ally cleared of any wrongdoing. The shooting raised 
questions in Alligator editorials about the police’s use 
of deadly force and UF’s handling of the event. “We 
will not be silent about this,” said Kwame Glover, 
Adu-Brempong’s nephew. “We’re grateful and we’re 
hopeful that justice will prevail.” 

March 19, 2001 
The Alligator’s attorney, Thomas Julin, along with 

the Orlando Sentinel, fought in court to obtain Dale 
Earnhardt’s autopsy photos after his fatal crash in 
Daytona. The autopsy was sealed after Teresa Earn-
hardt, Dale’s wife, sued the Volusia County Medical 
Examiner to not allow public access to the records. 
This led to public record law debate between the 
Orlando Sentinel and Earnhardt’s lawyers. Barbara 
Petersen, executive director of the First Amendment 
Foundation in Tallahassee, said the case set a bad 
precedent for public-information seekers. 

— STEVEN KATONA

CAMPUS

CLAIRE BOUGH
Alligator Contributing Writer

Last week, the SAT announced major changes to its in-
famous test, and hopeful students are questioning how the 
changes will affect UF.

The main change to the test will occur in the writing por-
tion. According to a news release from The College Board, the 
essay is now optional, and the entire test will only be worth 
1,600 points, rather than the previous 2,400.

At UF, either SAT scores or ACT scores are required from 
applicants, said Chandra Mitchell, UF’s director of freshman 
and international admissions.

She said there is not yet enough information for UF to de-
cide how to handle the newly optional essay in its admissions 
process.

However, she said the new SAT will not change the overall 

process of the way UF reviews applicants.
“SAT scores give us some solid information to include in 

our comprehensive review of applicants,” Mitchell said.
Catherine Wegner, an 18-year-old senior at East Lake High 

School in Tarpon Springs, was recently admitted to UF for 
the upcoming Summer semester. Even with the upcoming 
changes, she still doubts the SAT’s effectiveness.

“I do not believe the SAT accurately measures a student’s 
ability,” Wegner said. “The test will probably eventually be-
come extinct.” 

Further changes to the SAT include removing the pen-
alty for answering questions incorrectly and a collaboration 
with Khan Academy for free online test preparation, which 
launches in Spring 2015, according to the news release.

William Hiss, the former dean of admissions at Bates Col-
lege and the principal investigator of a new study on SAT and 

ACT scores, said the Khan Academy classes acknowledge the 
problems associated with the coaching industry but don’t 
necessarily solve them.

The SAT now offers four college application waivers for 
each eligible low-income student. 

Hiss said this decision will bring a lot of economically dis-
advantaged students into universities across the nation who 
don’t submit their scores.

“I give them credit for trying to open up the access issue,” 
he said. “That is a nice small step that is perfectly reason-
able.”

The College Board is also developing a curriculum for 
grades six to 12 that aligns with the tests it publishes. Hiss 
said he sees this as a conflict of interest.

“They’re not going to approve of a curriculum that can’t be 
easily measured by one of their tests,” he said.

SAT essays now optional, effects on UF admissions undetermined

DEBOSE, from page 1

GPD apologized, 
praised Debose
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Climbing Crates
Zachary Mersal, a 22-year-old UF information systems junior, balances Saturday during the crate 
stacking competition at Gainesville Rock Gym. Read the story at alligator.org.

Campus restaurants follow lead of removing chemicals from food

� TARGET REMOVED IT.

STEPHANY VASQUEZ
Alligator Contributing Writer

Target’s thigh gap Photoshop 
fail has drawn criticism from the 
Gainesville community.

The retailer posted last week an 
advertisement for a junior’s bath-
ing suit on its website, and several 
bloggers noticed the glaring Pho-
toshop errors on the picture. The 
model’s thigh gap, the nickname 
for the space between thighs, ex-
tended into her pelvis. Parts of her  
arms were obviously thinned.

Target acknowledged the error 
and removed the image.

Kali Kaufman, a 20-year-old 
UF psychology junior, said she felt 

outraged.
“I couldn’t tell if it was a mis-

take or if they meant to do it,” she 
said. 

Images like that can negatively 
infl uence girls, she said.

“I have a younger sister, and I 
do not want her to think it is OK  
to look like that,” Kaufman said.

Research has established me-
dia like the Target advertisement 
contributes to increased body 
dissatisfaction among girls, said 
Natalie Rella, a GatorWell Health 
Promotion Services specialist.

“Being bombarded with these 
unrealistic and unattainable im-
ages encourages girls and women 
to base their self-worth on appear-
ance and can be a contributing fac-
tor to the development of eating 
disorders,” she said.

Thigh gap photo raises 
controversy locally

STATE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The new Harry Potter-themed area open-
ing at Universal Orlando Resort this summer 
will allow fans to ride the Hogwarts Express 
train and experience the British countryside 
just as the characters did.

Guests will appear to magically pass 
through a brick wall and board a train with 
steam and a whistle, according to a Friday 

news release from Universal Orlando Resort.
Riders will have two experiences — one 

on the way to the new London-themed area 
at Universal Studios Park and another on the 
way to the original Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter at Universal’s Islands of Adventure. 
During the ride, characters and magical crea-
tures from the book will be spotted. Among 
them: Hagrid on a fl ying motorbike, the Wea-
sley twins on brooms, and the Knight Bus in 

London traffi c.
Universal’s team worked with a group 

from the Harry Potter fi lms on the new area 
and train.

If fans want to see both parks, a two-park 
ticket will be required — currently $136.32 for 

one day for ages 10 and older.
The theme park also released details Friday 

about its newest hotel, the Cabana Bay Beach 
Resort. Based on 1950s and 1960s mid-century 
modernist architecture, the resort will open 
600 of its 1,800 rooms March 31.

Russ Dagon, the vice president/executive 
project director of Universal Creative, said 
guests will feel like they’re still in the parks, 
adding, “It’s an extension of the experience.”

New Universal Harry Potter area will include Hagrid on motorbike
“It’s an extension of the 

experience.”
Russ Dagon

Universal Creative vice president

ALINA AVALOS
Alligator Contributing Writer 

UF Subway and Chick-fi l-A locations 
will refl ect their national companies’ moves 
toward healthier and more organic ingredi-
ents. 

UF’s on-campus restaurants plan to imple-
ment the changes, wrote Aramark marketing 
manager Jill Rodriguez in an email.

“Gator Dining follows national brand 

standards at our retail locations,” she wrote. 
“Many students and faculty/staff are con-
scious of eating healthy and it is our respon-
sibility to have these options available on 
campus for those who are looking for more 
healthy choices.”

According to a Subway news release, the 
sub chain is removing azodicarbonamide, a 
chemical that adds elasticity to bread. The 
change began in 2013 and should be com-
plete in the coming weeks, according to the 

release.
Rebecca West, a Chick-fi l-A customer care 

representative, said the restaurant is remov-
ing azodicarbonamide as well. The company 
is also working toward using chickens that 
haven’t been treated with antibiotics. 

“We’re trying to provide our customers 
with the freshest and highest quality menu 
options,” she said.

West said freshness is key to Chick-fi l-A.
“We try to make sure that all of our in-

gredients are fresh and made to order,” she 
said.

Vanessa Garcia, a 20-year-old UF nutri-

tional science sophomore, said antibiotics de-
grade the quality of food. 

“I think it’s really important to watch 
what we eat, not only for the sake of keeping 
a healthy weight for students and faculty but 
also because what we put in our bodies affect 
our daily lives and how we do in school,” she 
said. 

Subway, Chick-fi l-A affected “We try to make sure that all of 
our ingredients are fresh and made 

to order.”
Rebecca West

Chick-fi l-A customer care representative



Reader response

The views expressed here are not necessarily those of the Alligator.

Column

Editorial

The Alligator encourages comments from readers. Letters to the editor should not exceed 150 words (about one letter-sized page). They must be typed, double-spaced and must include the author’s name, classifi cation and phone number. Names 
will be withheld if the writer shows just cause. We reserve the right to edit for length, grammar, style and libel. Send letters to opinions@alligator.org, bring them to 1105 W. University Ave., or send them to P.O. Box 14257, Gainesville, FL 32604-2257.

Columns of about 450 words about original topics and editorial cartoons are also welcome. Questions? Call 352-376-4458.

Oil industry, 
keep your mitts off 

the Everglades
Older Florida natives have witnessed the overdevelop-

ment of Florida in the past half century or so, and they’re 
not happy about it. Novelist, Miami Herald columnist 

and Alligator alumnus Carl Hiaasen has covered the issue ex-
tensively; he told NPR last year, “Try to imagine ... the transfor-
mation you would watch if you lived here. It’s traumatic.”

Enter Big Oil.
According to NPR, Florida has granted a Texas oil company 

permission to drill an exploratory well in the western part of the 
Everglades in Naples. The Dan A. Hughes Co. is seeking permis-
sion to build an injection well, which would produce millions of 
gallons of toxic brine as a result of the drilling process. And al-
though the company claims there will be no fracking involved, 
Florida’s rules allow it to begin fracking if Dan A. Hughes Co. 
changes its mind.

Naples residents and environmental groups are calling on 
both the Environmental Protection Agency to deny the Dan A. 
Hughes Co.’s request and the state of Florida to reverse its deci-
sion on exploratory drilling in the Everglades.

Preserve Our Paradise, a state advocacy group battling 
against an oil-industry takeover of the Everglades, has said 
there’s simply no reason for oil drilling in the state of Florida.

“There are only small amounts of fossil fuel in Florida, and 
with many forms of green energy available, there is simply no 
need to risk despoiling Florida in this way,” the group’s website 
reads. “As former Exxon executive Edward Glab has said, ‘The 
juice isn’t worth the squeeze.’”

It’s a dramatic narrative straight out of “Erin Brockovich”: Big 
company swoops in, tries to dupe locals and state offi cials and 
exploits the resources of a struggling area. And while Floridians 
aren’t having any of it, the state seems OK with the drilling.

The head of Florida’s Petroleum Council assured NPR that 
new directional drilling techniques used by the oil industry al-
low for minimal surface disturbances — essentially bringing to 
life the Coen Brothers’ satirical “Clean Coal” commercial, but 
this time, it’s “clean oil drilling.”

Florida’s legislature can’t bend to the will of oil companies 
promising profi t. The oil industry isn’t a self-policing operation, 
and even if safer oil-drilling techniques exist, allowing Texas 
companies in the western part of the Everglades not only under-
mines Florida’s natural resources, it also undermines the state’s 
integrity.

An undercurrent of Floridians’ existing fear of overdevelop-
ment runs through the issue of oil drilling in the Everglades. 
Even if new technology is safer — which is a bold claim — resi-
dents who’ve sought peace and solitude along the banks of the 
Everglades don’t want to see the area overrun by oil companies. 
Add this, of course, to the reality of toxic gases possibly being 
leaked into nature and neighborhoods. 

The U.S. doesn’t need the little amount of oil that Florida can 
offer. What we need is a longer-lasting solution — namely, less 
effort going toward developing clean-drilling techniques and 
more going toward discovering alternative energy sources.

Election results not an accurate forecast
Political junkies across the state and throughout the 

country had their eyes fi xated on Pinellas County 
last week, wondering whether the result of a special 

election to fi ll Congressman Bill Young’s vacated seat was 
a sign of things to come. Young was a Republican who 
served the district for decades until he passed away late 
last year. The district is fi rmly Republican, but Democrats 
felt they had an opportunity to win the seat, especially 
with former gubernatorial candidate Alex Sink.

Sink had a strong lead in early polls as Republicans 
duked it out for the nomination. Ultimately, David Jolly, 
a former aide to Young, won the seat by 3,400 votes and 
kept a Republican seat in Republican hands. Now, politi-
cos throughout the country are trying to use this special 
election to determine the outcome of this fall’s midterm 
elections.

Here’s why you shouldn’t listen to the pundits:
Special elections tend to bring out only the most hard-

core voters. It’s incredibly diffi cult to turnout Democrats 
in a midterm election, let alone a special election in the 
middle of March. Not trying to polish a turd — because 
Alex Sink had an opportunity to win and failed to do so 
— but this was a Republican seat won by a Republican in 
which about 125,000 voters turned out.

It is true that Democrats are not poised to do well in 
November, but that’s not strictly due to the current politi-
cal climate. Rarely does the party of the incumbent presi-
dent win seats in the second midterm elections. Remember 
2006? Republicans took a bath after the American people 
seemed ready to move past George W. Bush.

Now, Republicans fully expect it’s their turn to bathe 
the Democrats and are hopeful that they’ll win additional 
seats in the House of Representatives. They feel confi dent 
they’ll take control of the U.S. Senate.

To my Republican friends: Be careful not to count your 
chickens before they’ve hatched.

Republicans are counting on an American electorate 

fed up with the policies of Presi-
dent Barack Obama and are still 
riding the anti-Affordable Care 
Act train, but Obamacare may 
not be the pariah in November 
that it seems to be right now.

Just a quick update on the 
Affordable Care Act: More than 
4 million Americans now have 

health insurance as a result of the law, and the White 
House is hoping that when the March 31 deadline rolls 
around, that number will increase to 6 million. What 
happens if millions of Americans who didn’t previously 
have health insurance get it, like it and realize that maybe 
Obamacare isn’t the socialistic, communistic, evil, terrible, 
no-good law Republicans say it is?

That rhetoric may work for a March special election in 
Pinellas County, but we still have more than seven months 
until voters across the country cast ballots. And while the 
American people might be getting Obama-fatigue, they 
may not reward the Republicans, either. The president’s 
approval ratings continue to hover in the low 40s, which 
isn’t particularly good, but when you look at Congress’ 
approval rating, the low 40s look like an A-plus rating. 
A recent poll conducted by Public Policy Polling shows 
Congress with an 8-percent approval rating.

Yes, only 8 percent of Americans approve of how mem-
bers of Congress are handling their jobs. Instead of Repub-
licans winning in a so-called “wave” election, we instead 
may see a different wave — one in which challengers de-
feat incumbents.

Regardless of which party controls the House and Sen-
ate come January of next year, there are likely to be some 
new faces around the Capitol and some shocked, recently 
defeated incumbents lamenting their losses at home.

Joel Mendelson is a UF graduate student in political cam-
paigning.  His columns appear on Mondays. 

123 TOTAL VOTES

43% YES
57% NO

Vote or post a message at www.alligator.org

Friday’s question: Have you ever eaten 
at Grandy’s?

Today’s question: Have you ever been in a bar fi ght?
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National Security Agency phone tapper 
Joshua Mansfeld was surprised yes-
terday to wire a phone call from some-

one he thought he’d never see in his queue: his 
own mother.

“I was paralyzed,” Mansfeld said, “I was 
so stunned, I accidentally whispered ‘Mom?’ 
into the headset.”

Mansfeld’s colleague Ralph Polowski de-
scribed the moment as “absolutely petrifying” 
and “more frightening than the thought that 
my profession actually exists.”

Witnesses say Martha Mansfeld, in re-
sponse to hearing her son’s voice for the fi rst 
time in 15 minutes when they spoke over 
Skype during his lunch break, simply repeat-

ed, “Joshie? Joshie? Is that you, 
Joshie? Joshie?” nine times. Before 
she could hit 10, Patrick, the man 
who was selling her Tupperware 
for three payments of $39.99 from 
an infomercial during “The View,” interrupt-
ed, saying, “No, this is Patrick.”

After four hours of investigation, the NSA 
identifi ed the man on the line as Patrick Mc-
Connell, a 17-year Tupperware salesman from 
Naperville, Ill. He has a clean criminal record.

Martha persisted. “Just one moment, Patri-
cia,” she said. “I need to call my son. I think the 
landline just lost its Wi-Fi connection.”

The call was disconnected, and in D.C., 
Mansfeld’s phone rang.

“I was so scared,” he said. 
“You know that moment when 
you look at your phone and you 
see it’s your mother calling? It was 
like that.”

Mansfeld wiped sweat from his brow and 
answered what is now the NSA’s second-most 
important phone call ever. The fi rst  was when 
New York resident Dan Druff ordered Middle 
Eastern take-out cuisine to his apartment.

Call logs from Mansfeld’s phone indicate 
the conversation lasted 18 minutes, mostly 
him just muttering “yep,” “uh-uh” and “OK.” 

During the ordeal, Martha asked her son 
why he hadn’t called home lately, if he had 
been wearing a sweater, if he’d met a woman 

yet and if he had been wearing a sweater.
Additionally, she asked how to fi x the, “Wi-

Fi for the landline,” unplugged the landline 
and then plugged it back in, which she claims 
did nothing. She called her technical help cen-
ter, located in Bamra, India, where a Texas 
man named Steve aided her in fi xing what we 
now know was actually her microwave.

“It was terrifying for him,” said Timothy 
Turner, friend and co-worker of Mansfeld. 
“Defi nitely much worse than when Johnson 
had to listen in to his daughter call that Siberi-
an phone sex operator. But hey, we’re all mak-
ing sacrifi ces to defend this great nation.”

Zachary Lee is a satirist and UF philosophy 
freshman. 

Brave NSA agent goes beyond line of duty, wiretaps his mother
Guest column

Zachary Lee
Speaking Out
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Second Round
March 20-21

Third Round
March 22-23

Sweet Sixteen
March 27-28

Elite Eight
March 29-30

Final Four
April 5

Final Four
April 5

Elite Eight
March 29-30

Sweet Sixteen
March 27-28

Third Round
March 22-23

Second Round
March 20-21

National Championship
April 7

1 Florida
18 Albany/Mt St Marys

8 Colorado
9 Pittsburgh

5 VCU
12 SF Austin

4 UCLA
13 Tulsa

6 Ohio State
11 Dayton

3 Syracuse
14 W Michigan

7 New Mexico
10 Stanford

2 Kansas
15 E Kentucky

First Four
First Round    March 18-19

16 Albany
16 Mt St Marys

16 Cal Poly
16 Tex Southern

12 NC State
12 Xavier

11 Iowa
11 Tennessee

1 Virginia
16 C Carolina

8 Memphis
9 G Wash

5 Cincinnati
12 Harvard

4 Michigan St
13 Delaware

6 UNC
11 Providence

3 Iowa State
14 NC Central

7 Connecticut
10 St Joe’s

2 Villanova
15 Milwaukee

1 Arizona

1 Wich State

16 Weber State

16 Cal Poly/Tex Southern

8 Gonzaga

8 Kentucky

9 Oklahoma St

9 Kansas St

5 Oklahoma

5 Saint Louis

12 N Dakota St

12 NC State/Xavier

4 SDSU

4 Lousville

13 NMSU

13 Manhattan

6 Baylor

6 UMass

11 Nebraska

11 Iowa/Tennessee

3 Creighton

3 Duke

14 LALafayette

14 Mercer

7 Oregon

7 Texas

10 BYU

10 Arizona St

2 Wisconsin

2 Michigan

15 American

15 Wofford
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BUY IT. SELL IT. FIND IT. 373-FIND

Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

SS & VA ARE WELCOME!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

4-23-72-1

Countryside 4 Bd/4 Bth beautifully furnished 
condo on bus route. Bball, vball, pool, spa and 
fitness room. $425/room, includes $50 util-
ity allowance per/room. Fall occupancy. Ellie 
561-361-9600 or ebelliveau@sgczklaw.com    
3-27-14-40-1

Furnished 2BR/2BA condo in Haile 
Plantation. Washer, dryer, front garden, back 
porch $1100 + utilities/month. Call 352-378-
8710    2-72-14-5-1

Enhance your educational experience! Student 
Condo 4BR/4BA individual leases. Excellent 
amenities on bus line, loads of parking utils 
incl. Now thru fall. $375mo. Also 3BR/2BA 
home steps to UF campus fall occupancy. 
Contact Bristol Park Realty 352-367-2669    
4-8-14-20-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

1BR APT $395/mo
Small pet ok.  Call 352-372-1201 or 352-213-
3901    4-23-14-72-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dryer 
included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 352-538-2181 lv message    
4-23-14-72-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-5-14-168-2 

MADISON ON 20th - 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th St. 1BR/$475, 
2BR/$595. 335-7066, visit us on Facebook or 
Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  4-23-14-
72-2

 

Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some w/ enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, BRs carpeted. DW, W/D 
hk-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus rte, some 
walk to UF. Sec 8 accepted 352-332-7700   
4-23-14-72-2

● Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$460 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!
No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

3-31-14-45-2

1, 2, & 3BRs. Tile in LR, kitchen & bathrooms 
& bedrooms. Hardwood floors, cent A/C, ceil-
ing fans, W/D hook-ups. Several locations, 
some walk to UF. Starting at $450/mo. Must 
See! Call 352-215-7780    4-23-14-72-2

PET’S PARADISE
$390 - $650. No app or pet fee.
1 & 2BR, privacy fenced. SW. 352-331-2099    
3-31-14-61-2

WALK TO UF
Live in prestigious Jackson 
Square. 2 BR condos avail. 
$1300-$1600 mo. 352-505-5049
6-16-14-74-2

8 BLOCKS TO UF
Spacious 2BR/1BA, island kitchen.
Plenty of parking! Available Fall Term
$700 mo. 352-505-5049
6-19-14-74-2

SPYGLASS
Individual Leases. Furniture pkgs.

incl Washer/Dryer & FREE Hi-Speed
internet. Rates start at $439. Every unit

an end unit. Mon-Fri 9-6 Sat. 10-5 Sun. 1-5
701 SW 62nd Blvd.  352-373-6330

www.spyglassapts.com
4-23-14-55-2

LAKEWOOD VILLAS
Large 1,2 & 3BR floorplans starting at $665

Free Hi-Speed internet, washer/dryer,
fitness center, computer lab,

swimming pool etc. M-F 9-6, Sat. 10-5
700 SW 62nd Blvd. 352-371-8009

www.lakewoodvillas.com
4-23-14-55-2

UPPER WESTSIDE/
NANTUCKET WALK
1 & 2 bdrm Luxury Apts. starting at $850.

Granite counters. FREE Hi-Speed Internet. 
Parking avail.

Walking distance to UF & Stadium.
408 NW 14th St. Now leasing for Fall 2014.

For info. call 352-872-4644
www.upperwestsideuf.com

4-23-14-54-2

2BR COTTAGE $700
Small Pet OK. Call 352-372-1201 or 352-
213-3901    3-27-14-15-2

FOR RENT 1 BD/BR ARLINGTON
SQUARE DOWNTOWN. Looking for a
quiet room mate in a 2/2. Apt is
furnished except bedroom. Prefer female. 
Will negotiate rent price less than $500
per month. 617-901-5776.   3-17-14-5-2

WALK TO CAMPUS - 2BR/1.5BA 
Townhouse. Carport w/ 2 spaces. Covered 
porch, small yard, W/D. Common area fur-
nished. Available June 1st or fall semester. 
No pets. $1000/mo. Call 352-665-3378    
3-20-14-7-2

Available August: Several Cute & Clean 2, 3, 
& 4 BR vintage homes near UF. Wood floors, 
C/HA, W/D. Rents @ $860-$1760/mo. Call/
text Anita 352-575-4395
Details: www.CozyGator.com   3-25-14-10-2

$500 spacious 1 BR Apt, private patio w/ 
locking gate, shade trees,squeaky clean, 
study/live quietly;1825 NW 10th St. 352 376 
0080;postj@bellsouth.net    4-23-14-30-2

HOUSES for August 1
Cute & clean. Bike to UF.
Wood floors, C/H&A, W&D provided
Quiet areas. For more info:
10houses.com 352-316-0154    3-27-14-10-
2

CHARMING 3/1 HOUSE NEAR DUCKPOND
Total remodel inside. Extra large bonus room. 
New appliances, incl W/D. Front porch, back 
deck. $1000 non-smoking. 352-214-1939    
3-19-14-5-2

Don’t get stuck with an extra rent payment. 
Advertise your subleases in the Alligator 
Classifieds and save yourself some cash. 
Call 373-FIND.

LEAVING FOR THE SUMMER?
NEED TO SUBLET YOUR ROOM?

DON'T WAIT
PLACE YOUR SUBLEASE AD 

TODAY!
IT'S EASY...JUST GO TO

www.alligator.org/classified

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

LAKEFRONT HOUSE. 2 miles east of down-
town. 3/2, nice kitchen, laundry, garage, 24' 
x 36' screened room. $400. Quiet neighbor-
hood. Call Dave 352-281-2200    3-20-14-
10-4

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
4-23-72-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 can 
deliver.      4-23-14-72-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        4-23-14-72-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        4-23-14-72-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   4-23-72-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
4-23-72-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       4-23-14-72-6

Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.

COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
Network specialists

We buy computers and laptops
Working and Non-working

378-4009, 607 NW 13th Street
4-23-14-60-7

Another Saturday night without a date?
Read The Alligator.
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All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise ‘’any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make limitation, or discrimination.’’ We will 
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.  •  All employment opportunities advertised herein are subject to the laws which prohibit discrimina-
tion in employment (barring legal exceptions) because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap, familial status, age, or any other covered status.  •  This newspaper assumes no responsibility for injury or loss arising from contacts made through the type of advertising that 
is know as “personal” or “connections” whether or not they actually appear under those classifications. We suggest that any reader who responds to that type of advertising use caution and investigate the sincerity of the advertiser before giving out personal information.  •  Although this 
newspaper uses great care in accepting or rejecting advertising according to its suitability, we cannot verify that all advertising claims or offers are completely valid in every case and, therefore, cannot assume any responsibility for any injury or loss arising from offers and acceptance of 
offers of goods and/or services through any advertising contained herein.

How To Place A Classified Ad:
In Person:
Cash, Check, MC, or Visa
The Alligator Office

1105 W. University Ave.

M-F, 8am - 4pm

By E-mail: classifieds@alligator.org

By Fax: (352) 376-3015

By Mail:
Call 352-373-FIND for information. 

Sorry, no cash by mail. 

MasterCard, Visa or checks only.

By Phone: (352) 373-FIND
Payment by Visa or MasterCard ONLY. 

M-F, 8am - 4pm

When Will Your Ad Run?
Ads placed by 4 pm will appear two    publica-

tion days later. Ads may run for any length 

of time and be cancelled at any time. Sorry, 

but there can be no refunds or credits for 

cancelled ads.

Corrections and Cancellations:

Cancellations: Call 373-FIND M-F, 8am - 4pm. No refunds or credits can be given.
Alligator errors: Check your ad the FIRST day it runs. Call 373-FIND with any 

corrections before noon. THE ALLIGATOR IS ONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
FIRST DAY THE AD RUNS INCORRECTLY. Corrected ads will be extended one 

day. No refunds or credits can be given after placing the ad. Corrections called in 

after the first day will not be further compensated.

Customer error or changes: Changes must be made BEFORE NOON for the next 

day’s paper. There will be a $2.00 charge for minor changes.

 Online: w/ Visa or MasterCard at www.alligator.org/classified
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Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus On-Line Auctions●
are underway…bikes, computers, furniture,
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in
bidding go to: SURPLUS.UFL.EDU 392-0370
4-23-14-72-10

Guitars and Musical Instruments
New, Used and Factory Refurbished
Check Us Out Before You Buy or Sell!!
Leonardo's Music, Micanopy, FL
352-450-0928 Leonardos302.com
4-23-14-72-10

  

Party Supplies: Complete line of Bar 
Supplies, glassware, Liquor Pours,  Shakers, 
Professional Cooking Utensils.
R.W. Beaty Co. 1120 N. Main St.,  Gainesville
352-448-3433    beatyequip@aol.com    4-23-
14-72-10

HORSES & GOATS
FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925      4-23-72-10

 

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

4-23-14-72-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Great Scooters, Service & Prices!

118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271
Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com

facebook.com/newscooters4less
4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
4-23-14-72-11

★★★★Road Rat Motors★★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $999. 1-2yr 
warranties with roadside assistance includ-
ed. 376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com   4-23-
14-72-11

Road Rat Motors offers FREE pickup service 
for any paid scooter repair. LOWEST labor 
rate, quickest turnaround in town! Will repair 
ANY brand scooter. Free estimates. 376-
6275. RoadRatMotors.com    4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

4-23-14-72-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   
4-23-14-72-11

★★★  WWW.SWAMPCYCLES.COM  ★★★
Scooters & Motorcycles ● Sales & Service 
Quality, Experienced, Certified Technicians.

Close to Campus, Lowest Prices.
633 NW 13th St. 352-373-8823

4-23-72-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●
 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
4-23-72-12

96 Olds Achieva $1000
95 Ford Explorer $1500
93 Pathfinder $1500
92 Toyota Camry $1999
352-338-1999     4-23-72-12

91 Caprice $1300
00 Intrepid $1500
98 Intrepid $1999
01 Taurus $1999
352-338-1999    4-23-72-12

97 Dodge Van $900
97 Blazer $2999
00 Jeep Cherokee $1999
99 Ford Explorer $2999
352-338-1999       4-23-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
$0 DOWN!!!
FILE YOUR TAXES HERE
AND DRIVE HOME TODAY
352-338-1999    4-23-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!
NO EMPLOYMENT CHECK
352-338-1999  4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
DOWN PAYMENT DEFERRED
FILE YOUR TAXES HERE
AND DRIVE HOME TODAY
352-375-9090   4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTALS
ALL VEHICLES 2014
3630 N. MAIN STREET
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090    4-23-72-12

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call Steve 352-771-6191   
4-23-14-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
DOWN PAYMENT DEFERRED
NO CREDIT CHECKS!!!
NO EMPLOYMENT CHECK
352-375-9090    4-23-31-12

★★★★HEADLINERS SAGGING?★★★★
★★POWER WINDOWS DON'T WORK?★★
Call or google Steve's Headliners
352-226-1973. On site available.    4-23-31-
12

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

GOLD ★ GEMS ★ ETC
Free Appraisals ★ Top Cash or Trade

40 years in Business
OZZIE 352-318-4009

4-23-72-13

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
4-23-72-13

The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

St. Francis House is a homeless shelter
and soup kitchen located in downtown
Gainesville, and we are looking for help

from volunteers like you.
St. Francis House depends on monetary 

support from individual donors and
community businesses in order to help feed

the homeless and the hungry.
If you are interested in volunteering,

please contact Stephanie Breval
at (352) 378-9079 or

sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com
To make a donation by mail,

please send checks payable to
St. Francis House
P.O. Box 12491

Gainesville, FL 32604

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-771-6191    
4-23-14-72-13
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti & 
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948 
3-28-14-72-13 

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    4-23-14-
72-14

SBSG is a financial transcription company
offering part-time work.
- Create your own schedule
- Competitive Production-Based Pay
- Close to campus!
- Must be able to touch-type 65wpm
Apply Online: www.sbsgrp.com     12-3-14-
151-14

DOMINO"S HIRING
Delivery Experts & Assistant Managers & 
Future Managers. Drivers earn between $14-
$17 per hour. GMs earn 40K-50K+.  Apply at 
gatordominos.com    4-23-14-70-14

Summer Jobs
·         $2400 for 8 weeks
·         Co-ed camp
·         Room and Board included
Get Paid to Play!
The Florida Elks Youth Camp (FEYC) needs 
male and female camp counselors ages 18 
and up. FEYC is an over-night camp located 
in Umatilla, FL. The camp runs June 9th – 
August 2nd. Please contact Krys Ragland at 
352 455-4267 or Krys@feyc.org.    4-23-14-
64-14

Food Science and Human Nutrition at the 
University of Florida is conducting a re-
search study for women 20-40 yo on birth 
control pills. Compensation given. For details 
call Luisa Rios-Avila at 392-1991 Ext 266.    
4-23-14-45-14

DATA ENTRY/CLERICAL POSITION
FULL OR PART TIME
Please apply in person 
Institute of Veterinary Spec
3603 NW 98th St. Suite A     3-19-5-14

Bench Scientist: Self-motivated individual 
with strong problem-solving skills to work in 
sample testing and production. Knowledge 
of ELISA methodology and basic immunol-
ogy is desirable. Basic laboratory skills, at-
tention to detail, and ability to manage mul-
tiple projects required. B.S. in scientific field 
preferred; laboratory experience may be 
substituted. To apply, send resume to:
d.miller@elisa-tek.com    3-18-14-5-14

PHOTOGRAPHY:
Looking for people to photograph apart-
ment exteriors. Need camera, car & Internet. 
E-mail resume to carissaw@pi-ei.com for 
info. Temporary contract; flexible schedule!    
3-18-14-5-14

Electronic Cigarette Company looking for 
Student 15-20 hours/week. Please email 
resume with one paragraph explaining your 
experience with e-cigs to info@grabbagco.
com.    3-18-5-14

Five Star Pizza is now hiring delivery
drivers. Dayshifts and nightshifts available. 
Fast paced environment with full and
part time positions available. Must have
reliable car and great customer service
attitude.  Apply in person at 210 SW 2nd
Ave    3-18-5-14

Wing Zone is Now Hiring!
Delivery Drivers and Asst. Managers
Min. 2 Years Exp. for Asst. Managers
Print Application Online 
www.wingzone.com      3-18-14-5-14

DATA ENTRY/CLERICAL POSITION
Full or part time
Please apply in person
Institute of Veterinary Spec
3603 NW 98th St Suite A    3-19-5-14

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  4-23-14-72-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
4-23-72-15

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiLegal.com
Private Experienced Affordable  4-23-72-15

Want to be a CNA?       Don’t want to wait?
Express Training Services now offers a 
CNA class which can be completed in one 
weekend.  Perfect for busy college students.   
www.expresstrainingservices.com/ww   4-23-
14-67-15

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

4-23-72-16

ACLS BLS PALS CPR/FA
American Heart Assoc. cert issued. 
Convenient scheduling. Teaching gators for 
over 15 years. Safetynet of Florida. Call us 
today (800)319-5708    6-10-14-40-16

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
4-23-72-18

 

Want to make a connection?
Place your ad here to look for someone to 
share a common interest with or for your true 
love 

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!b

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

● Rocky Creek Paintball ●
In Gainesville ● It's a Blast!

Call 371-2092
4-23-14-72-21

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad in 
the classifieds to find trip arrangements or 
show off your bus and shuttle service. 373-
FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

PUT IT IN THE ALLIGATOR!

● LOCAL
● TARGETED
● EFFECTIVE
● ECONOMICAL

Reach over 50,000 readers
each publication day.

SAY:

"I FOUND IT IN
THE ALLIGATOR!"
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Former Gators return for scout day
UF will hold its annual Pro Scout Day at Ben Hill Griffin 
Stadium today. Former UF football players will work out 
for NFL coaches and scouts starting at 10:30 a.m.

The UF softball team’s 
offense blew out LSU in 
the teams’ series finale. 
Read the story online at 
alligatorSports.org.

� UF WINS FIRST SEC TOURNEY 
TITLE SINCE 2007.

LANDON WATNICK
Alligator Staff Writer @LandonWatnick

ATLANTA — Standing at the free-
throw line on the front end of a one-and-
one with 23 seconds on the clock and 
Florida ahead of Kentucky 61-60, Scottie 
Wilbekin took three dribbles, bent down 
and released his shot.

No good.
When his free throw rimmed out, 

Dorian Finney-Smith pulled down the re-
bound and drew a foul on UK guard An-
drew Harrison. 

Now, it was Finney-Smith’s turn to try 
to pad UF’s lead with a one-and-one op-
portunity.

No good.
The two misses set up an unfavorable 

situation for Florida: It would have to get 
one more stop on a Kentucky team that 
thrives when driving to the rim. 

It was a difficult task, but the seasoned 
Gators put their missed free throws behind 
them and showed their wisdom in a 61-
60 victory Sunday against the No. 2 seed 
Wildcats in the Southeastern Conference 
Tournament final Sunday in the Georgia 
Dome.

Florida had learned too many lessons 
from the past to mishandle a late-game 
situation like this. 

For the Gators, what went wrong dur-
ing their loss to UConn in December — one 
that saw Shabazz Napier sink a jumper at 
the buzzer because of a defensive break-
down by UF — came to mind immediately 
in their huddle as Kentucky coach John 
Calipari called timeout with 14 seconds 
left.

“We just said everybody box your man 
out so they don’t hurt us on the second 
shot,” Wilbekin said. 

“Don’t run to the rim like we did at 
UConn.”

The strategy worked.

Out of the timeout, Harrison wasted 
about 10 seconds of clock — what he ad-
mitted postgame was too much time — 
and looked to dish it off to Wildcats guard 
James Young at the right corner. Wilbekin 
guarded Harrison, while Michael Frazier 

II monitored Young.
Harrison passed it to Young, and both 

Wilbekin and Frazier converged on Young 
at the right elbow. 

While all of this was happening, UF’s 

Jordan McPherson / Alligator Staff

Will Yeguete (15) and Scottie Wilbekin (5) fight for a loose ball with Kentucky’s Andrew Harrison during the final seconds of the Gators’ 
61-60 win against the Wildcats in the Southeastern Conference Tournament Championship game on Sunday in the Georgia Dome.

Gators survive last-minute free-throw woes to win SEC Tourney

JONATHAN CZUPRYN 
Alligator Staff Writer @jczupryn

ATLANTA – When Scottie Wilbekin slumped down in 
his chair in the dimly lit press-conference room located in 
the bowels of the Jacksonville Memorial Arena on Nov. 
25, he did not look like a winner.

The senior point guard had just made his 2013-2014 
debut after serving a five-game suspension for violating 
team rules and now it was time to apologize to his friends, 
family and fans for his lack of responsibility.

So on Sunday, when Wilbekin — with a smile plastered 
on his face and confetti clinging to his championship T-
shirt — stepped up to accept his Southeastern Conference 
Tournament MVP award after a 61-60 win over Kentucky, 

it was not just a testament of his team’s accomplishment, 
but also of his ability to mature in just 112 days.

When asked how the Gators survived the ups and 
downs of this season and come out with a perfect league 
record and No. 1 overall seed in the NCAA Tournament, 
Wilbekin’s answer could have almost applied to his own 
personal journey as well.

“It was a struggle at 
times,” Wilbekin said. 
“We came back from 
deficits, and that’s just 

what we do. 
“We try to fight through any adversity that’s in front 

of us and just stick together as a team because that’s what 
we are. We’re a team.”

With a renewed Wilbekin at the helm of this Florida 
squad, the Gators earned their first tournament title since 
coach Billy Donovan won it three straight times from 2005 
to 2007.

The nail-biting victory also made UF the first SEC 
school to win both the regular-season and tournament 
championship in the same year since that 2007 national-
title squad.

And like Wilbekin, the Gators climbed their way to 
perfection by letting go of the past, which was marred by 
constant letdowns in their biggest opportunities for suc-
cess.

In 2011 — this senior group’s inaugural season — Flor-
ida reached the SEC title game for the first time since 2007 
but fell by 16 to Kentucky.

Two years later, Wilbekin and the Gators entered the 
league championship as the favorites but were shocked 

Wilbekin finds redemption, is named tournament MVP

See SeC, PAge 15

See Side, PAge 15

Senior missed five games due to suspension

UF Men’s Basketball

Poll Results
Will the No. 1 seed Gators men’s basketball team win 
the Southeastern Conference Tournament?

91% YeS
9% NO

63 total votes
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JORDAN MCPHERSON
Alligator Writer @J_McPherson1126

ATLANTA — After the confetti 
fell and the nets were cut, Florida 
learned its spot in the NCAA Tour-
nament.

As expected, the Gators captured 
the No. 1 overall seed.

UF, the No. 1 seed in the South 
Region, will face either Albany or 
Mount St. Mary’s on Thursday in Or-
lando. Both No. 16 seeds will square 
off on Tuesday.

Fresh off a 61-60 win against Ken-
tucky in the Southeastern Conference 
Tournament Championship, Florida 
is ready for the next step in the sea-
son.

“Coach [Billy Donovan] told us 
that after tonight, when we wake up 
in the morning, this is in the past,” 
sophomore Michael Frazier II said. 
“So I think we got to do a good job of 
understanding that we need to focus 
on our next point and focus on our 
next goal.”

Mount St. Mary’s (22-11, 11-7 West 
Coast Conference) is coming off a 70-
54 loss to Gonzaga — the No. 8 seed 
in the West Region — in the WCC 

semifinals on Monday.
Albany (18-14, 9-7 American 

East) was rewarded for its 69-60 win 
against Stony Brook in the American 
East Tournament with a shot to make 
it to the Big Dance.

If UF wins its second-round con-
test on Thursday, Florida will contin-
ue on in the tournament to play the 
winner of No. 8 seed Colorado and 
No. 9 seed Pittsburgh.

The rest of the South Region will 
prove to be a tough ride for Florida, 
with Kansas, Syracuse and UCLA 
earning the second, third and fourth 
seeds, respectively.

“I think we have the kind of confi-
dence that we can lineup against any-
one,” senior Patric Young said. “We 
think if we’re playing the right way, 
that there’s no one we can’t beat.”

“But we have to go and do what 
we did after the regular season was 
over, start right from the bottom. It 

starts with the practices, just coming 
in every single day with a mindset 
of still getting better, fine tuning our 
offense and utilizing each other bet-
ter.”

Florida struggles at the charity 
stripe: Before they headed to Atlanta 
for the SEC Tournament, the Gators 
connected on 67.9 percent of their 
free-throw shots.

But once they entered the Georgia 
Dome, they couldn’t keep that pace.

Florida managed to connect on 
only half of its shots from the char-
ity stripe through its three tourna-
ment games. Outside of senior Casey 
Prather’s 12-of-17 clip from the line, 
no Florida player made more than 
half of his attempts from the free 
throw line.

“There’s always areas we can get 
better on. I think free throw shooting 
is an area we can improve,” Donovan 
said after Florida’s 56-49 win against 
Tennessee on Saturday. “We spend 
time, those guys put time in on their 
own, we put time in practice. Hope-
fully that will be an area this time of 
year that we can get better at, because 
I think we’re capable of doing that.”

Florida awarded No. 1 overall seed

Jordan McPherson / Alligator Staff

Patric Young attempts a free throw during Florida’s 61-60 win 
against Kentucky on Sunday in the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. 

“I think we have the kind of 
confidence that we can lineup 

against anyone.”
Patric Young

UF center



by Marshall Henderson’s Ole Miss 
Rebels.

It took until the seniors’ backs 

were against the wall for the last 
time in conference play when they 
finally stepped up and showed 
their resiliency.

“What I would say that our 
guys have learned is in the mo-

ment of something negative hap-
pening, being able to move past 
it and let it go and refocus to the 
next thing,” Donovan said. “That’s 
what they have learned to do. 
That’s where I think we have got-
ten better is we’re a better focused 
team moving past runs adversity, 
mistakes, challenges, things not 
going our way.”

Now, everything is going the 
Gators way. Even when they clank 
two free throws off the rim in a 
one-point game, they stuck the 
course and focused on stopping 
Kentucky on the other side of the 
court.

Wilbekin, who missed the first 
of Florida’s two missed shots 
from the charity stripe down the 
stretch, went into the huddle and 
talked about how the team could 
prevent the Wildcats from scor-
ing. Not once did the squad men-
tion the missed free throws.

And as a result, the Gainesville 
native and SEC Player of the Year 
made what Donovan called the 
most important move of the game. 
Wilbekin forced Kentucky’s An-
drew Harrison to his right on the 
final possession rather than sur-
rendering the center of the lane.

That defensive scheme led to 
Harrison dumping off the ball 
to teammate James Young, who 
slipped and fell to give the Gators 
the win.

“So we were just put in the 
right situations, and didn’t allow 
us not doing what we normally do 
in those situations to allow us to 
not do the next thing,” senior Pat-
ric Young said. 

“So we put our past mistakes of 
not stopping their runs and foul-
ing too much behind us and just 
moved on to the next thing, which 
is what helped us get it done to-
night.”
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Jordan McPherson / Alligator Staff

Scottie Wilbekin prepares to shoot during Florida’s 61-60 win 
against Kentucky on Sunday in the Georgia Dome in Atlanta.

Wilbekin forced pass before final turnover
SIDE, from page 13

ADAM PINCUS
Alligator Staff Writer @adamDpincus

The problems began four pitches in.
Florida starter A.J. Puk failed to cover first base in time 

on a ground ball to Peter Alonso from leadoff hitter An-
drew Benintendi. 

Alonso’s toss went above the 6-foot-7 freshman’s glove, 
allowing Benintendi to take second. He scored on a sacri-
fice fly to center field two batters later.

The Razorbacks (9-7, 1-2 SEC) took advantage of Puk’s 
ineffective start in a 9-3 victory against the Gators (13-7, 
2-1 SEC) in a McKethan Stadium series finale Sunday af-
ternoon. 

The loss snapped Florida’s seven-game winning streak 
and spoiled the return of sophomore center fielder Har-
rison Bader in his first game back since serving a 19-game 
suspension.

Logan Shore and Eric Hanhold, the Game 1 and Game 
2 starters, held Arkansas to one run in 11.1 combined in-
nings. Puk surrendered three in two frames. 

“Honestly I don’t want to say anything. He struggled. 
He wasn’t hitting spots. Everything was up,” catcher 
Braden Mattson said. “He didn’t seem ready to play, and 
sometimes that happens with young players. We’ll move 
on. Hopefully he figures it out.”

Puk dazzled Connecticut on March 8 with a career-high 
seven strikeouts. Arkansas chased him in the third after a 
three-run second inning that frustrated Florida in the field 
and at the plate.

Catcher Jake Wise, hitting seventh, started the inning 
with a wind-aided home run that resembled a fly ball as 
high as the O’Connell Center off the bat. It hooked from 
left-center to just barely inside the foul pole to give Ar-
kansas a two-run lead. Puk walked two of the next four 
batters before Brian Anderson doubled them home.

Taylor Gushue opened the bottom half with a single to 
left field only to have Alonso follow with a fly ball out to 
right. The wind turned the hard-hit ball into a routine out. 
Justin Shafer scored Gushue on a sacrifice fly.

“Fly balls would carry a little more down the lines,” 
Bader said. “It might play back into fair territory so you 
need to be aware of that. Down the line, those balls you 
might normally need to catch on the warning track might 
get out. It’s definitely difficult a little bit, but you just have 
to adapt to it on the field.”

Arkansas added two more runs on a wild pitch and a 
sacrifice bunt in the fourth inning when right-hander Dane 
Dunning walked the first two batters he faced. The Razor-
backs scored three more in the ninth off relievers Shaun 
Anderson and Karsten Whitson.

Florida found itself down five runs before Bader came 
up for his second at-bat. The sophomore, hitting third, was 
contrite after the game addressing his Feb. 2 scooter acci-
dent that resulted in a DUI investigation.

Bader singled and doubled in his first game back. Flor-
ida had eight hits compared to Arkansas’ nine, but never 
could take advantage of the run opportunities on Sunday 
that had been few and far between this series.

After Mattson drove in Bader and Gushue in the fourth 
on a single to left field, freshman Buddy Reed grounded 
into an inning-ending 4-6-3 double play that left the bases 
loaded. Coach Kevin O’Sullivan called it the turning point 
on Sunday.

A poor start carried over to the plate in the three-hour, 
14-minute game that Florida never controlled. It doesn’t 
get any easier for the Gators with a Tuesday-night home 
matchup against the No. 2 Seminoles. 

“We play a really good schedule. We’re getting into 
the meat of it now,” O’Sullivan said. “We’re excited about 
it.”

Poor pitching 
dampens Bader’s 
return to lineup

bASEbAll Florida defeated Kentucky for third 
time this season in tournament final

frontcourt boxed out in preparation for a field-goal 
attempt. 

It never came.
Flustered, Young tripped, losing handle of the ball 

with about two seconds left.
“We did a great job of communicating,” Frazier 

said. “[Wilbekin] played good defense and then I was 
just able to stay with [Young] and he fell.”

With time dwindling and the ball up for grabs, 
Wilbekin and Harrison converged on it. As both were 
in a tussle on the ground, the buzzer rang and Florida 
had its first SEC Tournament title since 2007 signed, 
sealed and delivered. 

“Last time we played Kentucky at our place, there 
was a loose ball that I didn’t dive on, and Will (Yeg-
uete) and Casey (Prather) yelled at me for not div-
ing on the ball, and I felt bad,” Wilbekin said. “So I 
thought about that, and there was no way I wasn’t 
going to dive on it this game.”

What helped a veteran Florida group edge past a 
young Kentucky team Sunday was experience. It has 

been a quality the Gators have displayed all season, 
and the final moments of the SEC Tournament em-
bodied that.

“Where you could have come out of that timeout 
Kentucky called with 14 seconds, Dorian Finney-
Smith hanging his head, Wilbekin hanging his head, 
‘I missed the free throw, can’t believe it,’” coach Billy 

Donovan said. 
“Now they’re not even thinking about the next 

possession. They’re worried about what happened at 
the free-throw line. They did that in their career. That 
was a problem for them. 

“They have gotten better through those experienc-
es. That’s where I think we have gotten better is we’re 
a better focused team moving past runs adversity, 
mistakes, challenges, things not going our way.”

SEC, from page 13

“We did a great job of communicating. 
[Wilbekin] played good defense and then 
I was just able to stay with [Young] and he 

fell.”
Michael Frazier II

UF guard
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Camilla Hedberg celebrates after shooting a birdie during the third round of 
the SunTrust Women’s Gator Invitational Sunday morning.

� COACH CALLS FINISH 
“DISAPPOINTING.”

EMILY COCHRANE
Alligator Writer @EmilySCochrane

The Gators battled wind and 
a fi rst-round, 25-over-par defi cit 
to fi nish eighth out of 14 teams 
in their only home tournament 
of the season.

No. 16 Florida fi nished 892 
(+52) at the SunTrust Gator 
Women’s Invitational, doubling 
the score of winner Arizona. The 
No. 12 Wildcats took home the 
team title while Miami’s Dan-
iela Darquea carded 214 (+4) to 
win the individual title.

“The tournament as a whole 
was disappointing; we really 
dug ourselves a big hole that 
fi rst day,” coach Emily Glaser 
said. “We’ll try to take the posi-
tives out of today and move on 
from there.”

The three-day tournament 
play was affected by strong 

winds, which reached 20 mph 
during the third round.

“This is as hard as I’ve ever 
seen this golf course play,” Gla-
ser said. “I thought we hung in 
there fairly well given the con-
ditions, and it played tough for 
everyone.”

Junior Camilla Hedberg, who 
tied for fi fth with a tournament-
high 12 birdies and a season low 
score of 216 (+6), described the 
course as being “completely dif-
ferent.”

“As a team we didn’t do 
great, we were expecting a lot 
more,” Hedberg said. “Indi-
vidually, I did play good. I had 
a good week. I’m not too happy 
with how I fi nished my round 
today, but I really can’t com-
plain.”

This is the third consecutive 
year that Hedberg has placed in 
the top 10 at the Mark Bostick 
Golf Course. 

Freshman Karolina Vlckova 
tied for 13th as an individual 
competitor during the fi rst 

home competition of her colle-
giate career with a score of 219 
(+9). Both senior Elcin Ulu and 
freshman Maria Torres landed 
in the top-50 after shooting a 
combined nine birdies and 30 
bogeys.

Redshirt sophomore Katie 
Mitchell shot four birdies over 
the course of three days and tied 
for 54th with a score of 230(+20). 
Junior Sarah Schober fi nished 
two strokes behind Mitchell in 
59th.

Sophomore Ursa Orehek 
shot a single birdie during the 
fi rst two rounds, but landed at 
68th after shooting only bogeys 
the third day of individual com-
petition.

Florida now looks to the 
three-day Bryan National Col-
legiate Tournament in North 
Carolina on March 28.

“Last year, Greensboro was 
very, very wet and very, very 
cold,” Glaser said. “We just 
need to go up there, have a good 
practice round and adapt.”

Strong winds hinder Gators during eighth-place finish

MEN’S GOLF

LAYNE WEITZEL
Alligator Writer @laynejweitzel

It seems that as the Gators have moved 
through the season, they haven’t gotten better 
— they’ve gotten worse.

Florida ended its weekend at the three-day 
Chris Schenkel Invitational in 13th place out of 
the 15-team fi eld. The Gators shot their worst 
round, 300 (+12), on Sunday, fi nishing with a 
total score of 890 (+26).

Georgia Southern, the host team playing 
on its home course in Statesboro, Ga., retained 
its fi rst-place spot from Saturday, winning the 
tournament with a collective 850 (-14) score.

An Eagle also took the individual title. 
Scott Wolfes shot 68 (-4) on Sunday, his best 

round of the tournament, to fi nish with a 209 
(-7) total.

In terms of the Gators’ performance, coach 
Buddy Alexander was candid.

“Probably the low point in the season as far 
as I am concerned,” he said. 

‘The biggest disappointment from my 
standpoint has been our inability to learn and 
improve.”

Eric Banks and Ryan Orr were the only two 

Gators who had at least one positive to take out 
of Sunday’s performance. Banks was the high-
est fi nishing Gator, tying for 20th place with a 
third round score of 71 (-1). This matched his 
second-round score and put him at a total of 
217 (+1).

Orr improved two strokes from Saturday, 
shooting 74 (+2) and bringing his tournament 
total to 224 (+8).

J.D. Tomlinson fi nished inside the top 50, 
tying for 49th place, with a total of 223 (+7). 
Although he played decently in the fi rst two 
rounds, shooting 74 and 73, he struggled in the 
third round, managing a 76 score.

Richard Donegan, Victor Tarnstrom and 
Santiago Gavino can all say the same about 
their fi nal rounds. 

Donegan got worse throughout the week-
end, shooting rounds of 74, 77 and 79, and 
fi nishing 14 strokes over par with a 230 total. 
Tarnstrom fell apart on Sunday after he shot 
a third-round score of 85, 13 strokes over par. 
He ended the tournament with rounds of 76, 
73 and 85 with a total of 234 (+18).

Gavino, who competed as an individual, 
totaled 232 (+16) on the weekend. In the third 
round, he shot 77, fi ve over par, but had scored 
73 on Saturday.

“This team has an uncanny ability to hit the 
ball into the worst place possible, in spite of 
our strategy to the contrary prior to the round 
or the shot,” Alexander said. “I don’t know 
if they can’t hear, don’t listen or simply can’t 
help it.”

Florida fi nishes 13th at Chris Schenkel Invitational

‘The biggest disappointment 
from my standpoint has been our 

inability to learn and improve.”
Buddy Alexander

UF coach
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