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Fantastic Four
Gators basketball seniors Scottie Wilbekin, Will Yeguete, Casey Prather and Patric Young embrace 
after leaving the fl oor of the Stephen C. O’Connell Center for the last time during Florida’s 84-65 win 
against Kentucky on Saturday. The Gators became the fi rst team to go 18-0 in the SEC.

JENNA LYONS
Alligator Staff Writer jlyons@alligator.org

Gainesville Police are looking for a mys-
tery man suspected of peeing on at least four 
unsuspecting victims, which prompted a 
UF Alert sent to faculty, staff and students 
Wednesday afternoon. 

GPD is investigating four counts of bat-
tery and exposure of sexual organs ranging 
from Feb. 22 through March 1.

Four victims reported suddenly feeling 

someone urinating on them at different times 
between the 100 and 200 blocks of Northwest 
17th Street and the 900 block of West Univer-
sity Avenue. 

The suspect exposed himself and left 
whenever victims confronted him, the alert 
stated.

Victims describe the suspect as a 6-foot 
black male between 25 and 30 years old with 
a medium to large build, according to the 
alert.  They reported he has short curly hair, a 

dark complexion and was last seen wearing a 
dark hoodie and baggy jeans.

Gainesville Police encourages anyone 
with information to call the department at 
352-955-1818 or text keyword GPDFL with 
the tip to 274637.

Gainesville Police also reported another 
incident of public urination over the week-
end.

Offi cers arrested 24-year-old Michael Ed-
win Wilks on Sunday on charges of public 

urination, according to an arrest report.
At about 1:30 a.m., Wilks peed on a car in 

a parking lot at 200 E. University Ave. 
Offi cers reported it was in a well-lit area in 

full view of people walking downtown. 
He was “extremely intoxicated,” accord-

ing to the report. Wilks is also on probation 
as of March 2013 for burglary.

Offi cers booked Wilks into the Alachua 
County Jail at about 3:29 a.m. As of press 
time, his bond had not been set.

Peeing-on-pedestrians trend trickles through town
CRIME

� PREVIOUSLY, A UFID NUMBER AND 
INSURANCE PAPERS WERE NEEDED.

RACHEL CROSBY
Alligator Staff Writer rcrosby@alligator.org

Before you check in at the Infi rmary, the 
Student Health Care Center needs to check 
you out.

Starting today, students seeking treatment 
on campus must show a photo ID at all loca-

tions — clinic counters, the blood-work lab 
and the pharmacy.

Toni Ratliff, the center’s associate direc-
tor, said the measure is an effort to prevent 
fraud.

In the past, students could check in with 
only their UFID number and proof of health 
insurance.

“It’s just an attempt at doing a better job at 
verifying a patient’s identity,” Ratliff said.

Now, if students forget their ID, she said 

they must also provide a phone number and 
current address as a placeholder.

Ratliff said pharmacy labs already asked 
for photo identifi cation because of potential 
narcotics fraud.

“It’s becoming a standard,” she said. 
“Rather than having it in some parts, we’re 
doing it systemwide.”

Alex Barshel, a 21-year-old UF environ-
mental science junior, said she wasn’t asked 
for an ID during a checkup before Spring 
Break but wouldn’t mind showing it in the 
future to streamline the process.

“Those services are for UF students only, 
and they should be able to make sure that’s 
who they are serving,” she said.

UF health care center now requires photo ID at all locations
“It’s just an attempt at doing a 

better job at verifying a patient’s 
identity.”

Toni Ratliff
Student Health Care Center associate director

� NO OFFICERS WERE 
HARMED.

STAFF REPORT
editor@alligator.org

On the fi rst day of Spring 
Break, UF students — most of 
them miles from Gainesville 
— woke up to UF Alerts 
about crime in the city.

The fi rst message about 
an on-campus stabbing went 
out at about 7 a.m. Hours lat-
er, the suspect, 28-year-old 
Michael Matthew Cravey, 
died from offi cer-infl icted 
injuries after he charged at 
police with a hatchet.

The morning began when 
Cravey stabbed a man in the 
parking lot behind Leigh 
Hall near Library West, said 
University Police Maj. Brad 
Barber. 

Cravey left in a black 

Jeep; a car chase ensued. 
When Cravey began run-

ning red lights and driving 
the wrong direction on New-
berry Road, police deemed it 
too dangerous to continue.

At about 9:50 a.m., the 
Jeep crashed into another 
car on Archer Road, injuring 
that driver. Cravey ran on 
foot into Butler Plaza.

Roughly 10 minutes later, 
Gainesville Police Lt. Mike 
Schibuola saw Cravey hid-
ing a hatchet in front of Best 
Buy, according to a GPD 
press release. The offi cer 
confronted him. 

Cravey ran with the hatch-
et in the air, “coming within 
feet of striking” Schibuola, 
according to the release. The 
offi cer fi red shots that hit 
Cravey, who later died at UF 
Health Shands Hospital. 

No offi cers were harmed.

Police shoot suspect 
in campus stabbing 
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The Alligator strives to be 
accurate and clear in its  news 
reports and editorials. 
If you fi nd an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
or email editor@alligator.org. 
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one-hour confidential focus 
group about interpersonal 
violence issues on campus. 
These focus groups will occur 
today until March 20 at the 
GatorWell location on Radio 
Road. Participants will receive 
a $20 UF Bookstore gift card 
and free pizza. To participate, 
email GatorWellProjects@mail.
ufl.edu. Use subject line “My 
Campus.” Participants must be 
18 years or older and currently 
enrolled UF students.

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject 
line to kgriffis@alligator.org. 
To ensure publication in the 
next day’s newspaper, please 
submit the event before 5 p.m. 
Please model your submis-
sions after above events and 
keep them 150 words or fewer. 
Improperly formatted “What’s 
Happening” submissions may 
not appear in the paper. Press 
releases will not appear in the 
paper.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Florida Civil Rights Struggle: 

Past and Present
On Wednesday, the UF Samuel 
Proctor Oral History Program 
will host a public panel, The 
Florida Civil Rights Struggle: 
Past and Present, at 6 p.m. in 
Pugh Hall. The panel will dis-
cuss the history of civil and 
human rights organizing in 
Florida. It will highlight move-
ment activity throughout the 
state in towns such as Ocala, St. 
Augustine, Tallahassee, Miami 
and Gainesville. Audience 
members will receive a CD an-
thology of African-American 
oral histories of segregation 
and civil rights with an accom-
panying educator’s guide.

LGBT leadership panel
LGBT Affairs will be hosting a 
leadership panel comprised of 
present and past LGBT iden-
tified leaders on campus and 
around the Gainesville commu-
nity to discuss their experiences 
as leaders on campus and how 
their sexual or gender identi-
ties impacted their experience 
as student leaders. Please join 
us at the Ustler Hall Atrium on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Purchase a hamentaschen cookie-
gram for Purim
Come to Turlington Plaza to 
purchase a sweet treat for your 
friends for Purim. They will be 
sold Wednesday from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Thursday from noon 
to 1:30 p.m and Friday from 
noon to 2 p.m. Hamentaschen 
are triangle-shaped cookies 
with three points to represent 
the evil Hamen’s hat. To par-
ticipate in the custom, send a 
friend a Hamentaschen Gram, 
and the cookie will be delivered 
to them on campus. Orders can 
also be placed at Melissa@uf-
hillel.org.

March for farmworkers
Join Chispas UF,   Gainesville’s 
Interfaith Alliance For 
Immigrant Justice and local 
activists to pressure Wendy’s 
and Publix to join the Fair 
Food Campaign to raise wages 
and guarantee human rights 
for Florida farmworkers. 
The march will take place in 
Lakeland on Saturday. If you 
would like to carpool, meet at 
the Gale Lemerand parking 

garage on UF campus at 9:30 
a.m. For more information, 
call 831-334-0117.

Florida Museum hosts ‘Can 
You Dig It?’
Dig into geology and discov-
er the ground beneath your 
feet at the Florida Museum of 
Natural History’s “Can You 
Dig It?” event Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Enjoy hands-
on activities, and watch dem-
onstrations of volcanic erup-
tions. For more information, 
visit flmnh.ufl.edu/canyoud-
igit or call 352-273-2062.

Global Health Case 
Competition
The first Global Health Case 
Competition at UF is set to 
take place April 19. However, 
it needs the support of UF 
and community sponsors in 
order to be a success. If you 
represent a UF department, 
college or community orga-
nization, consider becom-
ing an official sponsor of the 
interim UF Global Health 
Case Competition. The event 
is open to UF students of all 
majors, graduate and un-
dergraduate, to compete. 
Sponsorship forms can be 
downloaded from the event’s 
website at UFghcc.org and 
are due today.

Multicultural & Diversity 
Affairs
MCDA is hiring. Applications 
for student ambassadors 
are now available online 
at tinyurl.com/MCDAapp 
and are due Wednesday at 
noon. We are looking for 
both volunteer and Federal 
Work-Study positions for 
the Summer and Fall semes-
ters. If you’re looking to join 
an organization tasked with 
change, this is your chance.

GatorWell focus group
GatorWell Health Promotion 
Services is looking for UF 
students to participate in a 

Have an event planned?
Add it to the Alligator’s 

online calendar:
alligator.org/calendar
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March 14, 1995 
Students were calling UF to sign up for Summer 

classes. The pilot program TeleGator allowed stu-
dents to register for the classes they wanted by dialing 
in the section numbers using their telephones. How-
ever, the system had some bugs to work out. Then-UF 
associate registrar Steve Pritz said some students had 
problems using the correct PIN numbers assigned 
to each class, and some had difficulty registering 
for classes without the necessary prerequisites. UF 
sophomore Lauren Hoyt who used the system said 
the TeleGator hung up on her when she first used it, 
but she was able to sign up for all of her first-choice 
classes. Another UF sophomore, Anna Tang, was able 
to sign up for 10 credit hours, at the desk in her dor-
mitory, and got through on her first call.  

March 14, 2001
At the groundbreaking ceremony for UF’s Honors 

Residential College at Hume Hall, then-UF President 
Charles Young joined representatives of the Division 
of Housing, Honors Program and Academic Affairs 
Division wearing Gator hard hats and carrying gold 
shovels. The $18.1 million project was scheduled to 
be completed by Fall 2002 and would house about 
600 students and areas for faculty housing as well, 
according to Alligator archives. The student suites 
would consist of two double rooms joined by a bath-
room. The rooms were priced at about $2,300 per se-
mester. “Students will have the opportunities that a 
large university offers, but at the same time they will 
have the close-knit community which allows for char-
acter building that a small college offers,” said David 
Duncan, a member of the committee developing the 
new facility. The old Hume Hall was demolished. 

— STEVEN KATONA

� THE JET IS UNDER SCRUTINY 
AFTER THE MH370 INCIDENT.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — The Boeing 777 
flown by Malaysia Airlines that dis-
appeared Saturday morning over the 
South China Sea is one of the world’s 
most popular — and safest — jets.

The long-range jumbo jet has helped 
connect cities at the far ends of the 
globe with flights as long as 16 hours. 
But more impressive is its safety record: 
The first fatal crash in its 19-year histo-
ry only came last July when an Asiana 
Airlines jet landed short of the runway 
in San Francisco. Three of the 307 peo-
ple aboard died.

Airlines like the plane because it is 
capable of flying extremely long dis-

tances thanks to two giant engines. 
Each engine is so massive that a row 
of at least five coach seats could fit in-
side it. By having just two engines, the 
plane burns through less fuel than four-
engine jets, like the Boeing 747, which it 
has essentially replaced.

“It has provided a new standard in 
both efficiency and safety,” said Rich-
ard Aboulafia, an aviation consultant 
with the Teal Group. “The 777 has en-
joyed one of the safest records of any 
jetliner built.”

Besides last year’s Asiana crash, the 
only other serious incident with the 
777 came in January 2008 when a Brit-
ish Airways jet landed about 1,000 feet 
short of the runway at London’s Heath-
row Airport.

Malaysia Airlines did have an inci-
dent in August 2005 with a 777 flying 
from Perth, Australia, to Kuala Lum-

pur, Malaysia’s largest city. While fly-
ing 38,000 feet above the Indian Ocean, 
the plane’s software incorrectly mea-
sured speed and acceleration, causing 
the plane to suddenly shoot up 3,000 
feet. The pilot disengaged the autopilot 
and descended and landed safely back 
in Perth. A software update was quick-
ly made on planes around the world.

Malaysia Airlines has 15 Boeing 
777-200ER jets in its fleet of about 100 
planes. The first was delivered on April 
23, 1997, and the most recent on Dec. 13, 
2004, according to Boeing. The 200ER is 
one of four versions of the 777.

Boeing 777 jet among most popular, safest

GATOR GRADS

SEAN STEWART-MUNIZ
Alligator Staff Writer sstewart-muniz@alligator.org

Two UF alumni are looking to change the way people surf 
the Internet with their new web app Searchlet.

Mark Fazzini and Spencer Simonsen were featured on 
TechCrunch on Friday for the app they released in Decem-
ber. Once a user highlights text on any web page, the app 
pulls up a sidebar of results from multiple search engines re-
lating to the selected word or phrase.

Fazzini, a 25-year-old alternative investments associate 
for Tampa-based company Raymond James, said the app 
helps users avoid opening dozens of tabs when researching 
a topic.

“We thought about how nice it would be to consolidate all 
the information you needed in one area,” he said.

The search engines currently include Grooveshark, 
Google and Twitter, but he said the pair plans to add more 
search options for the app as it progresses. They intend to 
eventually open the code to the public so anyone can person-
alize the app.

Jonathan Burnett, a 21-year-old UF computer engineering 
junior, said he isn’t sure how the two entrepreneurs plan to 
make money off the app, but the concept is unique.

“This is useful as a research tool and kind of a life hack as 
far as doing things faster,” he said. “It just doesn’t seem like 
something I’d use all the time.”

UF alumni create searching web app

“It has provided a new 
standard in both efficiency and 

safety.”
Richard Aboulafia

Teal Group aviation consultant
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Meet the 2014 Gainesville City Commission candidates

KATHRYN VARN
Alligator Staff Writer

kvarn@alligator.org

Annie Orlando sat 
in her office holding a 
purple tote bag adver-

tising her City Commission At-Large Seat 
2 campaign screenprinted on the front.

“I’ve got them on the merchandise side 
of campaigning, that’s for sure,” she said.

Orlando, owner of Atlas Screen Print-
ing in southeast Gainesville, said she plans 
to use her business experience to carry out 
her commission platform, which consists 
of holding the commission to a higher 
standard, supporting the development of 
east Gainesville and getting Gainesville 
Regional Utilities back on track. 

Orlando, 59, said she became involved 
in city government after watching it 
change during the 25 years she has lived 
in town. To hold the commission more 
accountable, Orlando said she’s going to 
encourage more resident involvement by 

extending citizen comment privileges dur-
ing commission meetings.

“You can’t make good decisions unless 
you keep an open mind and listen to all 
points of view,” she said.

As Orlando’s involvement in local 
government grew, she became a found-
ing member of the East Gainesville Devel-
opment Task Force, now called the East 
Gainesville Development Corporation. 
Although she’s not involved in the non-
profit now, she said she plans to continue 
building up that area of town. 

Additionally, Orlando said she wants 
to find a new GRU general manager, one 
who will help the city “get back on its feet” 
after energy prices skyrocketed.

Sam Collins, 67, said he decided to 
head Orlando’s campaign because of her 
ability to bring people together. 

“We forget sometimes we’re really all 
trying to get the same thing. We don’t 
need to be so toxic,” he said. “Annie brings 
an antidote to that kind of politics.”

STEVEN KATONA
Alligator Staff Writer

skatona@alligator.org

If there is money go-
ing into or coming from 
the City Commission, 

Donald Shepherd Sr. wants to understand 
how and why each cent is allocated.

One of five candidates running for the 
At-Large Seat 2 chair, 60-year-old Shep-
herd said he wants to restructure the com-
mission’s budget.

“I first would look through the finan-
cial budget and then address how it is 
handed out to each department so more 
housing and jobs can come to Gainesville,” 
he said.

Shepherd, who’s looking to take over 
incumbent Thomas Hawkins’ seat, is run-
ning on a platform of balancing the com-
mission’s budget, increasing workers’ 
wages and fixing Gainesville’s damaged 
roads such as 61st Street, Tower Road and 
Eighth Street.

A Gainesville resident since 1997, 
Shepherd worked at UF’s Physical Plant 
Division until 2011, contributing to design 
plans for the Hilton University of Florida 
Conference Center Gainesville on South-
west 34th Street, according to Alligator 
archives.

If elected, he said he wants to help stu-
dents by changing operating standards for 
landlords. He also said he wants to see tu-
ition lowered for students.

Additionally, Shepherd said he wants 
to put meters on Gainesville’s water tow-
ers to measure organizations’ use so the 
city doesn’t exhaust its aquifer.      

His campaign manager and wife, Nan-
cy Shepherd, 60, said her husband is a step 
ahead of the other candidates because he’s 
attended nearly every board, commission 
and committee meeting since 2012.

“He is the best candidate because he’s 
been learning this for the past three years,” 
she said.

KELCEE GRIFFIS
Alligator Staff Writer

kgriffis@alligator.org

Mark Venzke has 
turned his energy to 
utilities reform.

The 56-year-old 
Gainesville resident who ran for mayor 
last spring is now making his bid for City 
Commission At-Large Seat 2, and his plat-
form focuses on revamping Gainesville 
Regional Utilities operations. 

He wants to add a paid board of direc-
tors comprised of experts to oversee city 
utilities, he said, because it would relieve 
city commissioners of dealing with issues 
they may not have time for or fully under-
stand. 

Venzke is also calling for a higher level 
of accountability in city government.

“What we need and what I publicly call 
for is full protection for any whistleblow-
ers who want to talk to the city commis-
sioners or managers,” he said.

Venzke said if elected, he would push 
the commission to pursue an investigation 
of management practices and decisions 
surrounding the biomass energy project.

“That contract was negotiated irregu-
larly and has many provisions that are 
highly disadvantageous to Gainesville 
and GRU ratepayers,” he said. 

Overall, Venzke said he believes there 
is “much good” in Gainesville, and he is 
invested in bringing a higher level of orga-
nization to local government. 

“The issues are so important … and the 
effects are so far-reaching, and they get so 
little quality attention that I feel I cannot 
ignore them,” he said.

Levi Colson Sr., one of Venzke’s neigh-
bors, said he supports Venzke’s efforts to 
revitalize the community. He said Venzke 
would be a voice for “the homeless, the 
helpless, the poor people.” 

“He’s been helping the whole neigh-
borhood out,” he said. “It would be real 
good if he were part of the commission.”

ALEX HARRIS
Alligator Staff Writer

aharris@alligator.org

To Helen K. Warren, 
holding political office 
is a lot like buying a 

house. To make the buyers happy, a real-
tor has to listen to what clients need, find 
solutions to problems that arise and nego-
tiate a compromise.

Warren, 60, has been a realtor for 11 
years, but this March marks her first 
foray into government as she seeks elec-
tion for the At-Large Seat 2 in Tuesday’s 
Gainesville City Commission elections.

She hopes to bring the skills she has 
gained selling homes to local government, 
particularly the ability to bring in experts 
on the city’s more technical problems.

Warren’s platform seeks to make 
Gainesville a city that encourages sustain-
able growth, energy-efficiency and job 
creation. She said she hopes to encourage 
Gainesville Regional Utilities to help resi-

dents find ways to lower their utility bills 
with energy-efficient measures.

This is part of Warren’s goal to plan for 
intelligent growth within the city, which 
includes improved bus routes, more walk-
able areas and multiple-use roadways.

“Growth is going to happen,” she said. 
“We need to put our services into place for 
the growing population.”

As the former president of the local 
chapter of the National Audubon Society, 
an environmental nonprofit, Warren said 
she made many friends and supporters, 
including Stacie Greco.

Greco, an environmental professional, 
bought a home through Warren before be-
coming an avid supporter.

Greco said she believes Warren’s skills 
as a creative problem-solver and commu-
nicator will help her in political office.

“She finds common ground and brings 
people together,” she said. “We need 
someone who can work with others, not 
cause more conflict.”

HANNA MARCUS
Alligator Staff Writer

hmarcus@alligator.org

Even though she 
grew up in Fort Lauder-
dale, Gainesville will 

always be her home.
Susan Bottcher, the District 3 city com-

missioner, has lived in Gainesville since 
she was a UF student. After serving almost 
a full three-year term as a commissioner, 
Bottcher is running for a second term. 

Bottcher said she didn’t plan to get 
involved in city politics, but as she wove 
together a life in Gainesville, it naturally 
developed with community volunteering. 
Then, her small scale involvement grew in 
the political direction. 

“After a while, when the District 3 Seat 
came open, people sat me down, and they 
said ‘You’re a good fit for the district, you 
know the district — you need to run for 
this seat,’” she said.

As a UF alumna, Bottcher emphasizes 

the importance of student involvement. 
Her first campaign was run almost entire-
ly by UF students. 

“There are people in Gainesville who 
believe that students are part-timers,” she 
said. “That has not been my experience. 
To me (UF students) are some of the most 
intelligent, motivated individuals I have 
ever encountered.”

The biggest issue Bottcher hopes to 
correct is growing Gainesville’s property 
tax base. About 60 percent of property in 
Gainesville is associated with UF, Santa 
Fe and churches, and those entities do not 
pay property taxes, Bottcher said. 

“That means we have to do a whole lot 
with an extraordinarily small revenue,” 
she said. 

Nath Doughtie said he’s noticed the 
commissioner always provides logical ra-
tionale for her suggested policies.  

“I might not always agree with her 
vote, but she always comes up with a good 
reason for her position,” he said.

KELCEE GRIFFIS
Alligator Staff Writer

kgriffis@alligator.org

Craig Carter wants 
to get down to busi-
ness. That’s one of the 
reasons he’s running 

in Tuesday’s election for Gainesville City 
Commission District 3.

Carter, 54, has been a small-business 
owner since he moved to Gainesville two 
decades ago, and he’s calling for a better 
business focus and accountability in local 
government. He said he’d like to see the 
commission adjust its priorities.

“We don’t need fancy trolleys, fancy 
buses, bad contracts,” he said. “What we 
need are business people.”

That focus would include promoting 
a climate that’s conducive to small busi-
nesses, which he said can provide better 
training experiences and wages than large 
chains.

“If we were to buy local as much as we 

can, it would be self-curing,” he said.
Carter, who founded Craig Carter Golf 

Carts and Craig Carter Mobility, said his 
main mission is to lower electric rates and 
make the city more transparent.

“Gainesville is a wonderful place,” he 
said. “It’s a beautiful place. It’s so diverse. 
It has everything you ever want. But we’re 
spending money poorly.”

He also prioritizes investing in students. 
As a volunteer with UF campus ministry 
Reformed University Fellowship, he said 
he’s probably hosted a couple thousand 
students for gameday parties and socials 
at his home during the last decade.

“That’s my passion — young people 
and students,” he said.

Gainesville Mayor Ed Braddy said 
Carter takes a reasonable, common-sense 
approach to resolving issues.

“He’s a problem-solver,” Braddy said. 
“It’s in his nature. When he hears there’s 
a problem, he doesn’t sit around trying to 
find someone to blame.”

Annie Orlando

Donald Shepherd Sr.

Mark Venzke

Helen K. Warren

Susan Bottcher

Craig Carter
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JENNA LYONS
Alligator Staff Writer jlyons@alligator.org

Win or lose, District 2 candidate and 
former UF Faculty Senate chairwoman 
Cheri Brodeur will soon say goodbye 
to the university. She plans to retire in 

2015. 
But as city elections near, she said she would like to see 

a more unifi ed Gainesville — starting with residents and 
students.

“I really see the value in using your Student Govern-
ment,” said Brodeur, 65. “It’s your town too, and there 
needs to be some input from the students.”

Brodeur, who also serves as coordinator for the UF 
IFAS program development and evaluation center, said 
her ties to students and the university set her apart from 
the competition. She has lived in Gainesville for 30 years 
and said the city needs advisory groups to talk about 
points of contention between students and residents.

“People need to understand what students are going 
through and what they need,” Brodeur said. “It goes both 
ways.”

Her other platform focuses on Gainesville’s infrastruc-
ture, particularly roads and transportation, as well as ris-
ing Gainesville Regional Utilities rates.

Sue Alvers, an administrative assistant through the 
Faculty Senate, said Brodeur’s strength is representing 
groups of people. She said Brodeur “basically just asks 
people to work together.”

Cheri Broudeur
SEAN STEWART-MUNIZ
Alligator Staff Writer sstewart-muniz@alligator.org

Three years ago, Todd Chase ran for 
City Commission because of his mother. 
A retiree living on a fi xed income, Chase’s 
mother felt the bite of Gainesville’s fi re 

assessment fee, which was adopted by the commission in 
2010 to plug a hole in the budget.

“She was sitting there, she had tears in her eyes, and 
she said ‘Where am I gonna get this money?” Chase said. 
“That’s when the light went off for me, and I realized local 
government affects our lives more than any other level.”

Chase, 47, is running for re-election in the District 2 race 
in Tuesday’s city elections. With rising utility rates and a 
roughly $20 million city defi cit looming, Chase said he’s 
looking to lend his business expertise gained from his Har-
vard MBA and leadership in about a dozen start-up com-
panies.

During his fi rst term, Chase butted heads with other 
commissioners over issues such as the Gainesville Renew-
able Energy Center, Gainesville Regional Utilities rates and 
red-light cameras. In this race, his main goal is maintaining 
GRU’s viability as a business because it provides almost half 
of the city’s roughly $100 million operating budget.

Sam Coons, Chase’s best friend of 25 years, said Chase’s 
business experience and integrity make him a great fi t for 
the offi ce.

“He brings a common-sense perspective that’s very 
unique,” Coons, 52, said.

Todd Chase
SHAYNA POSSES
Alligator Staff Writer sposses@alligator.org

The fi rst vote Sheryl Eddie’s young-
est daughter casts will be for her mom. 
At least, Eddie hopes so.

After raising three girls in Gainesville 
and spending years working in nonprofi ts, Eddie, 48, is 
now running for the District 2 City Commission seat to 
help kids and families in her adopted home.

“I love this community, even though I’m a Seminole,” 
said the fi rst-time candidate at a Feb. 11 fundraiser.

Eddie said in her 25 years as a resident, she’s noticed 
a disconnect between the commission and residents. She 
said she hopes to draw on her background in the commu-
nications fi eld to bring civility back to the commission and 
focus on her district’s most vulnerable.

Improving bus service in areas beyond UF’s campus 
would help both families and students, she said.

“Just because the budget comes from UF doesn’t mean 
the students want to stay in that little circle,” Eddie said.

She said she also wants to push for more streetlights 
to help reduce criminal activity. As community outreach 
coordinator for the Early Learning Coalition of Alachua 
County, Eddie has seen poverty up close. She said simple 
things like lights will help those in need.

Longtime friend Lewis Mazzarella said Eddie’s city 
understanding makes her a natural for the commission.

“She’ll go out there and knock on doors and get peo-
ple’s attention,” he said.

Sheryl Eddie
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Spring Break: 
Great for economy, 
not for state image
USA Today reported Sunday that Florida remains the go-

to Spring Break destination for American students, and 
for good reason. South Florida residents live in a peren-

nial tropical paradise, which explains why so many people from 
New York and New Jersey tend to retire — read: drive badly 
and complain about the lack of good pizza — there. And, of 
course, Panama City Beach in the panhandle remains a popular 
Spring Break destination, famous for its cheap accommodations, 
wild beach parties and inevitable drunken falling-off-balconies 
incidents.             

This year, as record cold temperatures in the Northeast have 
college students looking to Florida for a warm escape, Florida 
tourism experts are predicting 2014 to be a record-breaking year 
for Spring Breaks spent in the Sunshine State. 

“Though Florida’s spring break hot spots evolve, with some 
cities dropping off students’ radar and others popping back on, 
statewide tourism continues to grow during January, February 
and March,” USA Today writer Rick Neale reported. “Out-of-
state visitors during those months have increased from 19.4 
million in 2000 to an all-time high of 26.3 million last year, Visit 
Florida data shows. That’s a 36 percent jump.”

The history of Spring Break in Florida is nothing if not politi-
cal. 

While Panama City Beach, Cocoa Beach and the Orlando 
area are currently among the biggest hot spots for in- and out-
of-state students, according to USA Today, it hasn’t always 
been that way. Fort Lauderdale — nicknamed “Ft. Liquordale” 
back in its Spring Break heyday of the 1970s — had enough of 
the hordes of students wreaking havoc on the city. According 
to TIME, toward the end of the ‘80s, a combination of stricter 
public-drinking laws and hotel-occupancy standards limiting 
college students from cramming large groups into single rooms 
drove Spring Breakers to other areas of the state. 

Last year, the Walton Sun reported, the Walton County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce deputies issued 1,098 Notice to Appears — mostly 
for underage drinking. Walton is located just outside Panama 
City in the Bay area. This year already a Texas student has gone 
missing in Panama City.

Although popular Spring-Break destination cities increase 
law enforcement and make noises about aggressively cracking 
down on college students’ bad behavior, cities such as Daytona 
Beach, Orlando and Panama City are in a bind: Though students 
cause damage to both the facilities and reputations of the cities 
they clamor to, those city offi cials aren’t likely to attempt a Fort 
Lauderdale-style exorcism of Spring Breakers. 

Indeed, sleepy beach towns like Panama City rely on the 
tourism dollars that college students bring every year from Janu-
ary to March. 

Unfortunately for lovers of peace, quiet and pristine beaches, 
Spring Breakers will fl ock to Florida regardless of one or two cit-
ies’ efforts to push them away. 

We just have a little advice for those out-of-state Florida new-
bies: wear sunscreen, and stay away from balconies.

Conservatives fail to accept changing US 
Conservatives fl ocked to Washington, D.C., last week 

for the Conservative Political Action Conference to 
rally behind conservative leaders and discuss their 

core ideological beliefs. Sadly, the week produced the same 
rhetoric spouted by conservatives — most of whom identify 
as Republicans — that many young Americans and minori-
ties, more often than not, reject.

Conservative writers like Ann Coulter denounced any ef-
fort by the American government to reform its immigration 
system, decrying the “browning of America.” Yes, the wom-
an said something that appears horribly racist on the surface, 
yet continually receives an invitation to speak at CPAC.

In a panel on minority outreach, a picture hit the Web that 
showed an empty room with hardly a soul in sight.  

It’s pretty much a given that in order to win national elec-
tions, minority voters are key — especially Latino voters. 
Instead of courting them, we hear conservatives make seem-
ingly racist remarks about immigrants and minority groups, 
and a minority outreach panel fell on deaf ears — or, more 
likely, no ears at all.

Although they might summarily reject them, studies show 
that conservative positions on major social issues look less fa-
vorable with each passing day. The Pew Research Center just 
released a study on the millennial generation and its political 
views. This generation tends to identify as independents but 
lean Democratic — the party most often identifi ed with liber-
als. This generation is less religious than its older peers, and 
the majority of millennials supports gay rights.

Why is it important for conservatives change their tune — 
or at least adjust their tune — on many major social issues?

Votes.
Conservatives believe — as all ideologies do — that they 

have the right beliefs for our country to succeed; yet younger 
voters reject those core beliefs. If conservatives want to win 
the White House in 2016, they need a message they can sell to 
a majority of the country. Hoping the same trite message of 
social conservatism inspires enough voters to knock a more 
liberal, Democratic candidate like Hillary Clinton from her 
path to the White House, conservatives continue to bash the 
LGBT community, immigration reform and almost every-

thing accomplished by President 
Barack Obama.  

Based on what happened at 
CPAC, it appears that conserva-
tives once again have a message 
that appeals to a signifi cant group 
of voters but not one large enough 
to put a conservative Republican 
in the White House.

The portion of the American 
electorate comprised of millennials and minority voters con-
tinues to grow, and conservative messages are less appealing 
to those groups. Think about this: 80 percent of minority vot-
ers cast ballots for Obama in 2012. Their numbers in the elec-
torate are only going to grow, and there is no way a growing 
portion of the electorate will ever cast a ballot in favor of a 
conservative candidate if large conventions of conservatives 
demonize minority groups.

A whopping 67 percent of the youth vote — who continue 
to trend Democratic and liberal — cast ballots for Obama in 
2012, and 50 percent of eligible voters 18-29 years old, voted.

To my conservative friends: What’s your strategy for win-
ning an increasingly important and growing portion of the 
American electorate?

From what I heard at CPAC last week, the strategy is stay 
the course, and the votes will come.

In gerrymandered congressional districts throughout the 
country, that philosophy may work quite well. A district 
made up of mostly conservative Republicans will certainly 
send conservative Republicans to Washington, D.C., but 
those conservative Republicans will end up having to work 
with — or against — a fairly moderate Democratic presi-
dent.

Conservatives seem deathly afraid of a Clinton presiden-
cy in 2016. 

If they continue this “stay the course” mentality and don’t 
adjust their views to meet a changing country, their worst 
dreams may very well come true.

Joel Mendelson is a UF graduate student in political cam-
paigning. His columns appear on Mondays. 
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elections?
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Mayor Braddy out of touch with interns, 
residents

Mayor Ed Braddy’s recent pledge to “re-
vamp” the City of Gainesville internship pro-
gram is nothing new. I interned for the City 
of Gainesville in the summer of 2011 and did 
much more than “shadow the City Commis-
sion,” as Braddy claimed in the Feb. 26 edition 
of the Alligator.

My fellow interns and I did signifi cant 
amount of independent research, toured city 
facilities, met with city staff and learned a sig-
nifi cant amount about public policy and urban 
planning. I never felt unwelcome in City Hall 
and never saw the student voice ignored while 
working with Democratic commissioners.

In fact, the worst treatment of students has 
always come from local Republicans like Ed 

Braddy, who have continually proposed scal-
ing back transit options for students, opposed 
environmental protections and LGBT rights 
initiatives that students overwhelmingly sup-
port and fought against using the Reitz Union 
as an early vote location. 

Braddy’s claim that he’s the fi rst to “give 
students an idea of how their local govern-
ment works and give them an opportunity 
to participate in a more hands-on manner” is, 
frankly, disrespectful to every hard-working 
student who has interned or participated in 
our City Government. 

It’s part of a pattern for this mayor: He’s 
out of touch with the priorities of the average 
citizen.

Kay Mitchell
UF alumna and a political organizer

 Don’t blame the bag — recycle
That darn plastic bag! 
It’s in trouble again. 
Apparently, it has jumped out of some-

one’s hand or escaped from the car and yelled, 
“I’m out of here, and I am going to litter the 
beach, the park or the highway!”

Well, we shouldn’t blame the plastic bag 
simply because a person didn’t dispose of it 
properly.

Instead of blaming the bag, let’s remind 
our friends, family and neighbors to recycle 
their plastic bags. 

Not sure where to take your plastic bags — 
no problem! 

Many retailers will take them back. 
For example, your local Publix has a con-

venient receptacle right at the entrance, so you 

can drop them off. 
Plastic bags are then recycled and made 

into items like shopping baskets or planters. 
To fi nd other locations go to abagslife.

com and then click on the “Find the Location” 
icon.  

You will fi nd several other retailers who 
will be happy to take the plastic bags back and 
recycle them.

Make sure you recycle the plastic bags at 
your business, too. 

So let’s stop blaming the plastic bag for lit-
tering. 

Instead, let’s give that plastic bag a new 
life.

Keyna Cory
executive director of the 

Florida Recycling Partnership 

Letters to the Editor

How was your Spring Break? Meet anyone fun? 
Get a tan? Learn how to perform oral sex from 
your phone?

Lick This, an app released this week, supposedly 
teaches users just that. The app is available on your 
mobile browser at lickthisapp.com, so you don’t even 
have to download anything and potentially explain to 
someone that you need an app to learn how to per-
form oral sex. 

The app specifi cally focuses on going down on the 
ladies. There are three different exercises that suppos-
edly increase cunnilingus skills. Because, you know, 
your ability to bounce a beach ball with your tongue 
directly correlates to your ability to make a girl or-
gasm. 

Now, let’s state the obvious — ew. 
I know exactly how many bars and frat houses my 

phone has been in, and I can say with certainty that 
there is no way I’m putting my tongue on it unless 
it’s thoroughly covered in plastic wrap, which the app 
creator actually suggests. 

Even if I were guaranteed not to catch something, 
this is still ignoring the fact that, let’s face it, my iP-
hone screen is nothing like a vulva. 

The fl at glass screen doesn’t compare to the warm 
skin of a lady, nor can it give me feedback. 

I asked a friend of mine who has more experi-
ence performing cunnilingus if he could tell me his 
thoughts. He said that the app is entertaining but not 
actually helpful because females all want different 
things.

Some want more pressure, some want a lighter 
touch, and some want you to go faster. But according 
to the app, as long as you can sharpen a pencil with 
your tongue, you’re an oral sex wizard.

This is the biggest problem with sex apps. Sure, 
they’re fun, but they aren’t a substitute for the real 
deal.

If you want to learn how to improve your oral sex 
ability, fi nd a willing partner to practice on. They can 
probably give you better tips because they, you know, 
can actually talk to you. 

This applies to any sex-
related app. Apps like Tin-
der and Grindr are popular 
for fi nding hook-ups, but 
what’s wrong with doing 
that in person? 

It’s cool that I can meet 
hot singles in my area from 
the comfort of my home 
— and from the comfort of 

my pajamas — but we’re in college, guys! Go to a club 
or a party. Talk to that cute person in your class. 

Don’t get me wrong: I do get the appeal. I’m never 
separated from technology for more than a few hours. 
I sleep with my phone under my pillow, and, to be 
honest, I’m already practically dating my computer.

These apps interest us as millennials because we 
already rely on technology for so much. 

However, I think that relying on it for interpersonal 
relationships, which sex very much is, is dangerous.

Tech-based sex is a good way to bring up the con-
versation and make sex more mainstream, but I think 
ultimately it detracts from the personal intimacy that 
is sex. 

How are you going to get to know someone, emo-
tionally or physically, if you spend all your time star-
ing at your phone screen? 

If you are unsure of your oral sex ability, or any-
thing sexual for that matter, discuss that with your 
partner rather than turning to an app. 

If we as a society aren’t careful about our tech-
nological improvements, use of these apps will turn 
straight into a scene from “Her.” Imagine walking in 
on your signifi cant other going down on his or her 
phone, but for real and not just for instruction. 

If Lick This interests you and you do choose to get 
intimate with your phone, remember to use protec-
tion. Lay down some plastic wrap and make sure 
your device has a virus blocker — you don’t want to 
catch anything.

Robyn Smith is a UF journalism sophomore. Her 
columns appear on Mondays.

Oral sex app ignores body intricacies
Column

The Florida Legislature is attempting to 
seize total control of Lake Okeechobee, 
eliminating the U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers from the process and giving total wa-
ter management control to the South Florida 
Water Management District. This proposal is 
a bad idea, as it overlooks the history of the 
management of the lake and related water 
bodies in regard to the Clean Water Act.

First, Florida petitioned the federal gov-
ernment for the construction of the Herbert 
Hoover Dike and the Central & Southern 
Flood Control Project to provide fl ood relief 
and water-supply sources for agricultural 
and urban development. This expensive ef-
fort, in conjunction with navigation projects 
for the Kissimmee, St. Lucie and Caloosa-
hatchee rivers, resulted in a fair-weather 
water management system that is unable to 
adapt to increasingly common drought and 

fl ood conditions.  
SFWMD managed water for 

the benefi t of agriculture and ur-
ban water supplies — a reason-
able effort until it abandoned any 
concept of environmental water supplies for 
estuaries or preserved wetland systems such 
as Everglades National Park.  Additionally, 
public waters were allowed to be degraded 
by the actions of public agencies that were 
supposed to be adhering to the provisions of 
the CWA.  

Eventually, the deterioration reached such 
extremes that the federal government sued 
Florida to prevent further degradation and re-
store national resources.  The lawsuit dragged 
on for years until former Gov. Lawton Chiles 
symbolically surrendered the state’s sword.  
The parties agreed to a restoration plan call-
ing for cost sharing and joint consultation in 

management.  This is where we 
are, or should be, today.

Unfortunately, in the years of 
bad lake management, water lev-
els were allowed to reach heights 

for water supply purposes that led to dete-
rioration of the Dike. As a result, the Corps 
had to institute new regulation schedules to 
protect the Dike’s primary purpose of fl ood 
prevention. Additionally, SFWMD practiced 
favoritism for water supply deliveries while 
shunting fl ood waters to communities that 
were not normally in the lake’s fl ood zones.  
Only in these last few years have these ad-
versely affected communities on the east and 
west sides of the lake able to get the Corps 
to consider their needs, often contrary to SF-
WMD recommendations.

The quality of the environment is key to 
the economies of east- and west-coast com-

munities. Without the creative tension of the 
state-federal partnership, both partners re-
ceiving input from affected parties, that one 
agency will be swayed to the interests of fa-
vored stakeholders and lobbyists, to the detri-
ment of the other stakeholders, notably the si-
lent stakeholder: nature.  Trying to co-opt the 
federal role in management while expecting 
the federal dollars indicates that the lessons 
of the lawsuit have been forgotten.  

West-coast needs have not been addressed 
except through temporary and discretionary 
relief, and we need equitable attention from 
both partners. Eliminating one will only re-
sult in further harm to our communities, our 
economies and our environments.

Wayne Daltry is president of Riverwatch, 
the Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association. 
Other versions of this column appeared in other 
newspapers.

Lake Okeechobee restoration efforts shouldn’t be turned over
Guest column

Wayne Daltry
Speaking Out

Robyn Smith
opinions@alligator.org Bitcoin, defi ned 

as a “peer-to-
peer technol-

ogy,” was designed 
for the purpose of 
making digital transactions with-
out the presence of a banking 
authority. The open software is 
available to everyone, and it’s run 
with the use of cryptography to 
control the exchange of funds. But 
with the recent embroilment of 
one of the network’s central hosts, 
Tokyo-based Mt. Gox, in a $409 
million loss of investments, most 
economists may not want to get 
involved.

A “massive hack” is rumored 
to be the cause of customer out-
rage following the shutdown of 
Mt. Gox’s site on Feb. 25. Also at 
this time, the Mt. Gox Tokyo offi ce 
was seemingly deserted by its em-
ployees. The following day, Mt. 
Gox chief executive Mark Karpe-
les released a statement on the site 
for concerned capital investors.

With the inability to retrieve 
funds, many Mt. Gox users are 
left in the dark. When the site 
went offl ine, a handful of protest-
ers gathered outside the corpo-
ration’s Tokyo offi ce, despite it 
being vacant, claiming they had 
suffered signifi cant losses in their 

virtual wallets. In a 
circulating document 
reported to be refl ec-
tive of Mt. Gox’s real 
position, more than 

744,000 Bitcoins were missing due 
to relentless cyber attacks over the 
expanse of several years.

Although many are infuriated 
by Bitcoin’s present instability, 
some have chalked up the down-
turn as just another crash, to be ex-
pected of “high-risk investments.” 
Hopefully, the standstill Mt. Gox 
is undergoing will foster the “so-
lutions” it claims to be working 
toward. This extensive breach 
should serve as a warning to those 
choosing to invest in virtual cur-
rency, as this technological era 
births new loopholes for danger.

The Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission is now contem-
plating the establishment of rules 
for Bitcoin’s digital trading. Feder-
al prosecutors in New York have 
subpoenaed Mt. Gox. Japanese 
authorities are also reported to be 
looking into the matter. There’s 
no telling what will become of Mt. 
Gox’s future and the millions lost 
to its investors. 

Alex Meyer is a writer for The 
Daily Cougar. A version of this col-
umn originally appeared on UWire. 

Bitcoin disappearance 
shouldn’t be surprise

UWire

Alex Meyer
UWire
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� IT WILL REPLACE THE 
WEIMER HALL LIBRARY.

LOURIANNE APOLLON
Alligator Contributing Writer

UF’s College of Journalism 
and Communications is open-
ing a news reading room at Li-
brary West.

The Allen H. Neuharth 
Reading Room will open to-
day at 2 p.m. with a reception 
to honor the founder of USA 
Today and Florida Today who 
made signifi cant contributions 
to the college.

The room will replace the 
original library on the fi rst fl oor 
of Weimer Hall, which was also 
named after Neuharth. Furni-
ture from the original library 
has been washed and will be 
placed in the new room.

“It’s great because hopeful-
ly it tells the students that there 
is a place for you,” said Patrick 
Reakes, chair of humanities 
and social sciences at Library 
West.

The new reading room, lo-
cated on the third fl oor of Li-
brary West, will model the old 
room in size and display, he 
said. 

There will be a big screen TV 
streaming live news, as well as 
local and national newspapers 
and magazines for students to 
peruse. 

Frances Rivera-Pacheco, a 
19-year-old UF public relations 
freshman, said she looks for-
ward to the new reading room 
but said her only request is that 
the library staff “make it color-
ful.”

“Make it something that will 
inspire students,” she said.

New Lib West room 
to give study breaks, 
breaking news 

STATE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

KEY LARGO — President Ba-
rack Obama got out on a Florida 
golf course Saturday with two for-
mer professional athletes and the 
cousin of one of his top advisers.

Obama’s foursome included 
Ahmad Rashad, Cyrus Walker 
and Alonzo Mourning, the White 
House said.

Rashad is a sportscaster and 
former NFL wide receiver. Mourn-
ing is a former center for the NBA’s 
Miami Heat who has helped raise 
money for Obama’s campaigns. 
Later this month, Obama is sched-
uled to headline a fundraiser for 
the House Democrats’ campaign 
arm at Mourning’s Miami home.

Mourning is also helping the 
administration promote Obama’s 
new health care law. He played 
golf with Obama in Florida last 
November.

Walker is a cousin of Obama se-
nior adviser Valerie Jarrett.

Obama, his wife, Michelle, and 
daughters Malia and Sasha, arrived 
Friday afternoon at the Ocean Reef 
Club for a weekend getaway. The 
private, by-invitation-only mem-
bership club has two champion-
ship 18-hole golf courses.

White House spokesman Josh 
Earnest said Obama was looking 
forward to some warm-weather 
downtime with his family.

Before escaping the cold weath-
er in Washington, Obama recorded 

his weekly radio and Internet ad-
dress. In the message, Obama said 
he’s hearing from business owners 
across the country who are volun-
tarily paying their workers more 
than the federal minimum wage of 
$7.25 an hour.

Congressional Republicans are 
resisting Obama’s pleas to raise 
the wage to $10.10 an hour, saying 
it will lead employers to eliminate 
jobs.

In the Republican address, Ohio 
Sen. Rob Portman says Obama’s 
proposed 2015 budget taxes too 
much and spends too much. Port-
man says Senate Republicans have 
a plan to spark economic recovery 
by getting government out of the 
way.

Tee time part of Obama’s vacation 

� THE PLANE’S WING GOT TANGLED IN 
PARACHUTE STRINGS.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MULBERRY, Fla. — A plane became entangled 
in the strings of a skydiver’s parachute sending both 
crashing into the ground near Tampa and both the 
pilot and jumper to the hospital with minor injuries.

Polk County Sheriff’s Offi ce spokeswoman Car-
rie Eleazer said 87-year-old pilot Shannon Trembley 

was doing takeoff and landing maneuvers Saturday 
in his Cessna at the South Lakeland Airport in Mul-
berry.

On his third landing pass, the wing of his plane 
became entangled in the strings of 49-year-old 
Gainesville skydiver John Frost’s parachute about 75 
feet above the ground.

Frost was fl ung to the ground, and Trembley’s 
plane nose-dived to the surface.

Eleazer says neither sustained serious injury, but 
both went to the hospital. Frost was treated and re-
leased. Trembley was held for observation.

Skydiver, pilot have midair accident
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Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

SS & VA ARE WELCOME!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

4-23-72-1

Countryside 4 Bd/4 Bth beautifully furnished 
condo on bus route. Bball, vball, pool, spa and 
fitness room. $425/room, includes $50 util-
ity allowance per/room. Fall occupancy. Ellie 
561-361-9600 or ebelliveau@sgczklaw.com    
3-27-14-40-1

Furnished 2BR/2BA condo in Haile 
Plantation. Washer, dryer, front garden, back 
porch $1100 + utilities/month. Call 352-378-
8710    2-72-14-5-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

1BR APT $395/mo
Small pet ok.  Call 352-372-1201 or 352-213-
3901    4-23-14-72-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dryer 
included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 352-538-2181 lv message    
4-23-14-72-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-5-14-168-2 

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions
right thru our website!

Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

MADISON ON 20th - 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th St. 1BR/$475, 
2BR/$595. 335-7066, visit us on Facebook or 
Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  4-23-14-
72-2

 

Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some w/ enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, BRs carpeted. DW, W/D 
hk-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus rte, some 
walk to UF. Sec 8 accepted 352-332-7700   
4-23-14-72-2

● Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$460 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!
No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

3-31-14-45-2

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

1, 2, & 3BRs. Tile in LR, kitchen & bathrooms 
& bedrooms. Hardwood floors, cent A/C, ceil-
ing fans, W/D hook-ups. Several locations, 
some walk to UF. Starting at $450/mo. Must 
See! Call 352-215-7780    4-23-14-72-2

PET’S PARADISE
$390 - $650. No app or pet fee.
1 & 2BR, privacy fenced. SW. 352-331-2099    
3-31-14-61-2

WALK TO UF
Live in prestigious Jackson 
Square. 2 BR condos avail. 
$1300-$1600 mo. 352-505-5049
6-16-14-74-2

8 BLOCKS TO UF
Spacious 2BR/1BA, island kitchen.
Plenty of parking! Available Fall Term
$700 mo. 352-505-5049
6-19-14-74-2

BLOCKS TO CAMPUS
3, 4, 5 BR HOUSES Available August. Pet 
friendly. Call Carol at 359-3341 or website 
dalyproperties.com    3-10-14-27-2

SPYGLASS
Individual Leases. Furniture pkgs.

incl Washer/Dryer & FREE Hi-Speed
internet. Rates start at $429. Every unit

an end unit. Mon-Fri 9-6 Sat. 10-5
701 SW 62nd Blvd.  352-373-6330

www.spyglassapts.com
4-23-14-55-2

LAKEWOOD VILLAS
Large 1,2 & 3BR floorplans starting at $665

Free Hi-Speed internet, washer/dryer,
fitness center, computer lab,

swimming pool etc. M-F 9-6, Sat. 10-5
700 SW 62nd Blvd. 352-371-8009

www.lakewoodvillas.com
4-23-14-55-2

UPPER WESTSIDE/
NANTUCKET WALK
1 & 2 bdrm Luxury Apts. starting at $850.

Granite counters. FREE Hi-Speed Internet. 
Parking avail.

Walking distance to UF & Stadium.
408 NW 14th St. Now leasing for Fall 2014.

For info. call 352-872-4644
www.upperwestsideuf.com

4-23-14-54-2

------------ Near  UF ------------
gainesvillestudentrentals.com 352-317-4408

● 4/2 house 610 NW 34 Ter $1400
● 4/3 house 3514 nw 7th pl $1500

3-10-14-7-2

2BR COTTAGE $700
Small Pet OK. Call 352-372-1201 or 352-
213-3901    3-27-14-15-2

Don’t get stuck with an extra rent payment. 
Advertise your subleases in the Alligator 
Classifieds and save yourself some cash. 
Call 373-FIND.

LEAVING FOR THE SUMMER?
NEED TO SUBLET YOUR ROOM?

DON'T WAIT
PLACE YOUR SUBLEASE AD 

TODAY!
IT'S EASY...JUST GO TO

www.alligator.org/classified

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

LAKEFRONT HOUSE. 2 miles east of down-
town. 3/2, nice kitchen, laundry, garage, 24' 
x 36' screened room. $400. Quiet neighbor-
hood. Call Dave 352-281-2200    3-20-14-
10-4

Seeking mature, respectful, professional or grad 
student, etc, Share furn 2BR/2BA Patio Home. 
W/D, 2 car gar. Haile Plantation. Separate en-
trance, fenced backyard opens to bike/walk trail. 
$500 + 1/2 utils/mo 352-378-1866    3-13-14-
5-4

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
4-23-72-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 can 
deliver.      4-23-14-72-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        4-23-14-72-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        4-23-14-72-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   4-23-72-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
4-23-72-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       4-23-14-72-6

Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.`

 1 For Rent: Furnished
 2 For Rent: Unfurnished
 3 Sublease
 4 Roommates
 5 Real Estate

 6 Furnishings
 7 Computers
 8 Electronics
 9 Bicycles
 10 For Sale

 11 Motorcycles, Mopeds
 12 Autos
 13 Wanted
 14 Help Wanted
 15 Services

 16 Health Services
 17 Typing Services
 18 Personals
 19 Connections
 20 Event Notices

 21 Entertainment
 22 Tickets
 23 Rides
 24 Pets
 25 Lost & Found

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise ‘’any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make limitation, or discrimination.’’ We will 
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.  •  All employment opportunities advertised herein are subject to the laws which prohibit discrimina-
tion in employment (barring legal exceptions) because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap, familial status, age, or any other covered status.  •  This newspaper assumes no responsibility for injury or loss arising from contacts made through the type of advertising that 
is know as “personal” or “connections” whether or not they actually appear under those classifications. We suggest that any reader who responds to that type of advertising use caution and investigate the sincerity of the advertiser before giving out personal information.  •  Although this 
newspaper uses great care in accepting or rejecting advertising according to its suitability, we cannot verify that all advertising claims or offers are completely valid in every case and, therefore, cannot assume any responsibility for any injury or loss arising from offers and acceptance of 
offers of goods and/or services through any advertising contained herein.

How To Place A Classified Ad:
In Person:
Cash, Check, MC, or Visa
The Alligator Office

1105 W. University Ave.

M-F, 8am - 4pm

By E-mail: classifieds@alligator.org

By Fax: (352) 376-3015

By Mail:
Call 352-373-FIND for information. 

Sorry, no cash by mail. 

MasterCard, Visa or checks only.

By Phone: (352) 373-FIND
Payment by Visa or MasterCard ONLY. 

M-F, 8am - 4pm

When Will Your Ad Run?
Ads placed by 4 pm will appear two publica-

tion days later. Ads may run for any length 

of time and be cancelled at any time. Sorry, 

but there can be no refunds or credits for 

cancelled ads.

Corrections and Cancellations:

Cancellations: Call 373-FIND M-F, 8am - 4pm. No refunds or credits can be given.
Alligator errors: Check your ad the FIRST day it runs. Call 373-FIND with any 

corrections before noon. THE ALLIGATOR IS ONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
FIRST DAY THE AD RUNS INCORRECTLY. Corrected ads will be extended one 

day. No refunds or credits can be given after placing the ad. Corrections called in 

after the first day will not be further compensated.

Customer error or changes: Changes must be made BEFORE NOON for the next 

day’s paper. There will be a $2.00 charge for minor changes.

 Online w/ Visa or MasterCard at www.alligator.org/classified
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COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
Network specialists

We buy computers and laptops
Working and Non-working

378-4009, 607 NW 13th Street
4-23-14-60-7

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus On-Line Auctions●
are underway…bikes, computers, furniture,
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in
bidding go to: SURPLUS.UFL.EDU 392-0370
4-23-14-72-10

Guitars and Musical Instruments
New, Used and Factory Refurbished
Check Us Out Before You Buy or Sell!!
Leonardo's Music, Micanopy, FL
352-450-0928 Leonardos302.com
4-23-14-72-10

  
Party Supplies: Complete line of Bar 
Supplies, glassware, Liquor Pours,  Shakers, 
Professional Cooking Utensils.
R.W. Beaty Co. 1120 N. Main St.,  Gainesville
352-448-3433    beatyequip@aol.com    4-23-
14-72-10

HORSES & GOATS
FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925      4-23-72-10

 

SAY:

"I FOUND IT IN
THE ALLIGATOR!"

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

4-23-14-72-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Great Scooters, Service & Prices!

118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271
Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com

facebook.com/newscooters4less
4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
4-23-14-72-11

★★★★Road Rat Motors★★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $999. 1-2yr 
warranties with roadside assistance includ-
ed. 376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com   4-23-
14-72-11

Road Rat Motors offers FREE pickup service 
for any paid scooter repair. LOWEST labor 
rate, quickest turnaround in town! Will repair 
ANY brand scooter. Free estimates. 376-
6275. RoadRatMotors.com    4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

4-23-14-72-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   
4-23-14-72-11

★★★  WWW.SWAMPCYCLES.COM  ★★★
Scooters & Motorcycles ● Sales & Service 
Quality, Experienced, Certified Technicians.

Close to Campus, Lowest Prices.
633 NW 13th St. 352-373-8823

4-23-72-11

ccmotorcycletraining.com
2 days $150 weekdays or weekends G-ville/
Starke 352-331-0131 train on motorcycles or 
scooters State certified Co & Trainers    3-14-
14-20-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●
 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
4-23-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
$0 DOWN!!!
FILE YOUR TAXES HERE
AND DRIVE HOME TODAY
352-338-1999     4-23-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN
NO CREDIT CHECK!!
NO EMPLOYMENT CHECK
352-338-1999    4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
DOWNPAYMENT DEFERRED
FILE YOUR TAXES HERE
AND DRIVE HOME TODAY
352-375-9090       4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTALS
ALL VEHICLES 2014
3630 N. MAIN ST.
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090    4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
DOWN PAYMENT DEFERRED
NO CREDIT CHECKS!!!
NO EMPLOYMENT CHECK
352-375-9090  4-23-72-12

96 OLDS ACHIEVA $1500
95 FORD EXPLORER $1500
94 CHEVY CAPRICE $1500
93 NISSAN PATHFINDER $1500
352-338-1999   4-23-72-12

93 CADILLAC SLS $1999
92 TOYOTA CAMRY $1999
91 CHEVY CAPRICE $1900
00 BLAZER $1999
352-338-1999    4-23-72-12

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call Steve 352-771-6191   
4-23-14-72-12

1995 Custom Z-28 Convertible Camaro, 
136,500 miles, 5.7 V8,6-speed manual trans-
mission. Excellent condition. Custom body 
work, hood, body kit all flat black. Priced 
below book value at $4,700. 352-494-5769    
3-14-5-12

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

St. Francis House is a homeless shelter
and soup kitchen located in downtown
Gainesville, and we are looking for help

from volunteers like you.
St. Francis House depends on monetary 

support from individual donors and
community businesses in order to help feed

the homeless and the hungry.
If you are interested in volunteering,

please contact Stephanie Breval
at (352) 378-9079 or

sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com
To make a donation by mail,

please send checks payable to
St. Francis House
P.O. Box 12491

Gainesville, FL 32604

GOLD ★ GEMS ★ ETC
Free Appraisals ★ Top Cash or Trade

40 years in Business
OZZIE 352-318-4009

4-23-72-13

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
4-23-72-13
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The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-771-6191    
4-23-14-72-13

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti & 
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948 
3-14-14-72-13 

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    4-23-14-
72-14

SBSG is a financial transcription company
offering part-time work.
- Create your own schedule
- Competitive Production-Based Pay
- Close to campus!
- Must be able to touch-type 65wpm
Apply Online: www.sbsgrp.com     12-3-14-
151-14

DOMINO"S HIRING
Delivery Experts & Assistant Managers & 
Future Managers. Drivers earn between $14-
$17 per hour. GMs earn 40K-50K+.  Apply at 
gatordominos.com    4-23-14-70-14

Summer Jobs
·         $2400 for 8 weeks
·         Co-ed camp
·         Room and Board included
Get Paid to Play!
The Florida Elks Youth Camp (FEYC) needs 
male and female camp counselors ages 18 
and up. FEYC is an over-night camp located 
in Umatilla, FL. The camp runs June 9th – 
August 2nd. Please contact Krys Ragland at 
352 455-4267 or Krys@feyc.org.    4-23-14-
64-14

Food Science and Human Nutrition at the 
University of Florida is conducting a re-
search study for women 20-40 yo on birth 
control pills. Compensation given. For details 
call Luisa Rios-Avila at 392-1991 Ext 266.    
4-23-14-45-14

AFTER SCHOOL MOTHER'S HELPER
needed ASAP for two GIFTED children, 8
and 10. Reliable car + clean driving record
must. Student of elementary ed preferred.

$12-$15/hr. Send resume to
AlligatorNanny@gmail.com

3-10-14-10-14

Looking for PART TIME help in running shoe 
retail store. Retail experience and athletic 
background is a plus.
Email Resumes to joeparr@outlook.com 
3-10-14-5-14

Health Care us needed urgently, flexible 
working hours, salary is based on experi-
ence send resume/email to: dainelane@live.
com for more details. 3-10-14-5-14

Certified Dental Assistant, x-rays, chart-
ing, expanded duties, enthusiastic, effi-
cient, must have computer skills, schedule 
appointments,Dentrix knowledge  Call 352-
331-8683  epdentistry@live.com    3-11-14-
5-14

UF Veterinary Hospitals is seeking outgoing, 
friendly part-time assistance with receiving 
and delivering mail and packages. $10/hour, 
20-30 hrs/week. Please apply at www.jobs.
ufl.edu Req #T1490     3-13-14-5-14

Sun Country Sports is hiring for summer! 
Camp Counselors, Swim, Gymnastics, 

Office, Rockwall, Cheer, Dance,
Clean/Maint., Drivers.      Apply today at

suncountrysports.com/jobs.html!
3-14-14-5-14

WUN is a financial wellness company
offering financial freedom.
● competitive compensation plan
● luxury & vacation bonuses
● create own schedule
● all natural energy drinks
● must be 18
Please contact Cresha at 352-260-5724 for 
more info.     3-14-5-14

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  4-23-14-72-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
4-23-72-15

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiLegal.com
Private Experienced Affordable  4-23-72-15

Want to be a CNA?       Don’t want to wait?
Express Training Services now offers a 
CNA class which can be completed in one 
weekend.  Perfect for busy college students.   
www.expresstrainingservices.com/ww   4-23-
14-67-15

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

4-23-72-16

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
4-23-72-18

 

Want to make a connection?
Place your ad here to look for someone to 
share a common interest with or for your true 
love 

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!b

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

● Rocky Creek Paintball ●
In Gainesville ● It's a Blast!

Call 371-2092
4-23-14-72-21

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad in 
the classifieds to find trip arrangements or 
show off your bus and shuttle service. 373-
FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Affectionate, funny, senior, female pit bull 
rescued from dog fighting/breeding opera-
tion needs stable, safe home. Dog loves 
people but is aggressive toward other ca-
nines. Otherwise very easy-going and quiet. 
For more info and pics, contact
rrbauman@ufl.edu. Without help, this poor 
girl might have no other options.    3-11-14-
24

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

Your roommate hasn’t done the dishes in 
How long?! Find a better dishwasher in the 
Alligator Classifieds.
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The UF gymnastics 
team defeated WVU 
in its last home meet. 
Read the story online at 
alligatorSports.org.

Poll question
Will the No. 1 seed Gators win this weekend’s 
Southeastern Conference Tournament? Vote online 
at alligatorSports.org.

LANDON WATNICK
Alligator Staff Writer @LandonWatnick

After No. 1 Florida sealed an 
84-65 win against No. 25 Kentucky 
in the O’Connell Center on Satur-
day, senior forward Will Yeguete 
hoisted a sign that read “18-0 and 
more to go.”

Following the victory, Flori-
da’s seniors made sure to relish 
their achievements — a list that 
includes the only 18-0 record in 
Southeastern Conference history, 
the winningest regular season 
in program history (29-2), their 
third outright SEC regular-season 
championship in four seasons and 
23 straight wins. 

First, they cut down the nets 
with their teammates and coach-
es. Once the ladder climbing was 
done, seniors Casey Prather, Scot-
tie Wilbekin, Patric Young and 
Yeguete kneeled down and kissed 
the Gators logo at center court.

It was a coordinated celebra-
tion by the Gators for their most 
successful senior class in school 
history. 

“We’ve been accomplishing a 
lot of things this year, but that’s 
just a result from hard work and 

everything we’ve invested from 
early this year,” Young said. 

“This is the fruit of all that hard 
work.”

Added coach Billy Donovan: 

“This is the greatest regular sea-
son I’ve ever been a part of.”

Despite a strong first-half 
showing, Saturday’s win did not 
come easily for the Gators.

Entering the half with a 49-28 
advantage, Florida shot 61.5 per-
cent from the field — including 
a 7-of-12 clip from three-point 
range — and forced Kentucky (22-

9, 12-6 SEC) to 34.8 percent shoot-
ing and 11 turnovers.

But coming out of halftime, the 

Florida defeats Kentucky to close out perfect SEC season

Jordan McPherson / Alligator Staff

Scottie Wilbekin, Casey Prather, Patric Young and Will Yeguete huddle together after Florida’s 84-65 win against Kentucky on Saturday in 
the O’Connell Center. The Gators are the first team to finish their Southeastern Conference regular-season schedule 18-0.

JORDAN MCPHERSON
Alligator Writer @J_McPherson1126

Ole Miss right-hander Carly Hum-
mel could not slow down the Gators on 
Sunday.

After handing Florida its first shutout 
loss on Friday since the Gators’ 3-0 loss 
to Texas on June 2, 2013, in the Women’s 
College World Series, the Rebels senior 
fell flat in Game 3 of UF’s first Southeast-
ern Conference series of the season.

The No. 1 
Gators (24-1, 2-1 
SEC) plated six 
hits from six dif-

ferent batters as they topped the Rebels 
2-0 on Sunday at Katie Seashole Pressly 
Stadium to take the series.

“We came out determined to win be-
cause we weren’t going to let them beat 
us again,” senior Stephanie Tofft said. 

Pair of home runs leads 
Gators to win against Rebels

BASeBAll

ADAM LICHTENSTEIN
Alligator Staff Writer @alichtenstein24

The Gators have struggled to hit for 
power throughout non-conference play this 
season, but they needed a couple big hits to 
secure their first series sweep of 2014.

On the backs of only its second home run 
and third triple of the season, Florida (10-6) 
defeated Connecticut (4-8) in extra innings 
for the third straight game, needing an extra 
frame of baseball to scrape across the final 
run in its 6-5 win at McKethan Stadium on 
Sunday.

“I think today was our best offensive day 
of the year,” coach Kevin O’Sullivan said.

After taking the lead on two separate oc-

casions in the first four in-
nings, the Gators fell behind 
5-4 in the sixth and looked 
like they would continue 
the run-averse trend that 
has befallen them for much 
of this season. After los-
ing its lead, UF went 0 for 
4 with runners in scoring 

position through the next four innings.
Luckily for Florida, its pitchers kept it 

in the game. After two games in which the 
staff gave up one run combined, the pitchers 
struggled a little more on Sunday but kept 
the game within reach.

UF sweeps UConn in extras

UF Softball

O’Sullivan

See SOft, PAge 13

See hOOPS, PAge 13

See BASe, PAge 13

“We’ve been 
accomplishing a lot of 

things this year, but that’s 
just a result from hard 

work and everything we’ve 
invested from early this 

year. This is the fruit of all 
that hard work.”

Patric Young
UF center

Quotable
“I’m going to take a shower with it and everything.” 

Casey Prather  
UF forward on the O’Connell Center net the team cut down



“It was good. They put up a good 
fight. They’re a good team, but it 
was just an overall great team effort 
on our part.”

Added coach Tim Walton: 
“Against a good pitcher, when you 
find a way to score, you’ve got to do 
it and take advantage of some op-
portunities.”

That’s exactly what Florida did.
With the game scoreless in the 

fourth inning, Tofft blasted her 
fourth home run of the season to 
center field to give the Gators a 1-0 
advantage.

“I thought it was kind of a pop-
up, but I was hustling, too, just in 
case she dropped it,” the third base-
man said. “But it ended up going 
over, so it worked out.”

One inning later, freshman Chel-
sea Herndon — making just her 
sixth start of the season — hit a lead-
off home run to right field to wrap 
up the scoring for Florida.

“Chelsea did a great job coming 
up the next inning and keeping it 
going, not just letting us go flat after 
one run,” Tofft said. “She kept it go-
ing a little bit, even if it was only one 
more run. She did a really good job 
staying on it and driving one.”

While Florida was able to gener-
ate production at the plate, Delanie 
Gourley made sure Ole Miss (15-9, 
1-2 SEC) remained stagnant in her 
first conference start. The freshman 
left-hander threw a three-hit com-
plete game shutout, logging four 
strikeouts while walking only two 
batters.

“I was just really excited and 
ready to go,” Gourley said. 

“This morning, I was just prepar-
ing myself and I was like, ‘Hey, it’s 
my first start. I’m just going to show 
them what I have and pitch how I 

know how.’”
To close out the series, Walton 

utilized a different lineup than he 
has used all season. 

Herndon and junior Briana Little, 
who have mostly contributed from 
the bench, started in right and left 
field, respectively. Freshman Justine 
McLean moved from her usual spot 
in left field to center.

Herndon and Little have thrived 
in their minimal playing time this 
season. 

Herndon is batting .348 and has 
a .652 slugging clip to go along with 
seven RBIs and nine runs. 

Little leads the team with a .609 
on-base percentage and has a .333 
clip at the plate. Against the Reb-
els on Sunday, the Middleburg na-

tive made it to base each time she 
stepped up to the plate.

“We’ve got to find a way to get 
Chelsea in the lineup, and that was 
the way to do that,” Walton said. 
“Obviously, taking Bailey [Castro] 
out, Bri goes into the lineup because 
you can’t play them both.”

In the infield, sophomore Kirsti 
Merritt took the start at second base, 
while Kelsey Stewart moved from 
second to shortstop over regular 
starter Katie Medina.

“I took Katie out and tried to get 
a little more production out of our 
offense,” Walton said. 

“What we’re trying to do is just 
find a way to put the best team on 
the field on that given day to win the 
game.”

Making his fourth start 
of the season, redshirt junior 
Karsten Whitson lasted only 
3.1 innings and gave up three 
runs, but the seven pitch-
ers who relieved him went a 
combined 6.2 innings while 
giving up only two runs.

“This should be a big con-
fidence boost for a lot of guys 
out of the pen,” O’Sullivan 
said. “You can’t create this 
type of environment during 
practice. This should build 
character.”

By the ninth, the entire 
lineup had cycled through 
and struggled to string 
enough hits together to plate 
the tying run. But in that in-
ning, they needed only one 
hit.

After first baseman Peter 
Alonso flew out to begin the 
inning, catcher Taylor Gush-
ue launched an 0-1 pitch well 
past the left-field bleachers. 
Instead of landing in an out-
fielder’s glove — like most 
of UF’s deep fly balls — it 
bounced off a car windshield, 
shattering both the glass and 
UConn’s lead. 

“I was hoping it was gone, 
because I did a little bat 
flip,” Gushue said. “I kind of 
watched it a little bit. About 
three-quarters of the way 
there, I knew it was going to 
stay fair.”

Added O’Sullivan: “That 
was a big-time at-bat from a 
big-time player.”

The Gators could not capi-
talize on getting the winning 
run on in the ninth after left 

fielder Justin Shafer reached 
base due to an error, but they 
were almost forced to score in 
the 10th.

Third baseman Josh To-
bias, who came into the game 
batting .212, knocked his sec-
ond hit of the game — a hard 
triple to left-center field.

With a runner on third and 
no outs, Florida was poised 
to score and end the game 
quickly, but it needed three 
batters.

Center fielder Buddy Reed 
lined out softly to second 
baseman Vinny Siena, who 
was playing in to stop the run-
ner from scoring on a ground 
ball. Shortstop Richie Martin 
followed, working a 3-2 count 
before walking.

Second baseman Casey 
Turgeon came up next. He 
had already grounded into 
one double play in the game, 
and O’Sullivan was deter-
mined for that not to happen 
again.

Turgeon attempted a 
squeeze drag bunt. It went 
foul. Although the element 
of surprise was gone, Tur-
geon dropped down another. 
This time, it stayed inside the 
line as Tobias raced toward 
home. 

UConn first baseman Bob-
by Melley fielded the rolling 
ball, but Tobias was already 
crossing the plate. 

Melley didn’t even attempt 
a throw.

“We’re starting to break 
out a little bit,” Gushue said. 
“Bats are getting hot. Pitchers 
are absolutely carving up the 
other hitters.”
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Chelsea Herndon swings during Florida’s 8-0 win against Indiana 
on Feb. 22 at Katie Seashole Pressly Stadium.

William A. England / Alligator Staff

Taylor Gushue runs toward first base during Florida’s 4-0 
win against Maryland on Feb. 14 at McKethan Stadium.

bASE, from page 12

Gushue hit tying 
home run in ninth

Herndon, Tofft hit solo home runs
Soft, from page 12

Seniors score 31 of 35 second-half points

Wildcats clawed their way back into contention.
Thanks to a 15-0 run by UK, UF saw itself ahead 

by only six points after leading by as many as 22 pre-
viously. Donovan thought the Gators entered half-
time drained. 

“I knew Kentucky was going to make a run,” he 
said. “They’re too talented not to. Give them credit 
— they battled and fought their way back in there. 

“I thought we got spread out on defense and 
played into their hands a little bit, in terms of open-
ing up driving gaps for them and them getting the 
ball at the front of the rim offensive rebounding.”

With its back against the wall, Florida needed a 
spark. Then, the seniors came to the rescue. 

Prather, Wilbekin, Yeguete and Young scored 
all but four of UF’s 35 points in the second half and 
made key shots down the stretch to finish the game 
on a 19-8 run.

“Like we’ve always done this year, we just tried 
to fight through and weather the storm,” Wilbekin 
said.

During the game’s final 12 minutes, Prather 
scored 10 points, Yeguete threw down an open two-
handed flush, Young sunk a hook shot and Wilbekin 
drained two three-pointers.

His final attempt from beyond the arc iced the 
game to put the Gators ahead 77-60 with 2:33 left.

“Once he hit that one,” Young said, “we all knew 
it was over.”

Young finished with a game-high 18 points on 
8-of-13 shooting, while Prather made all five of his 
shots for 15 points. Wilbekin added 13 points and 
four assists.

The No. 1 seed Gators now have four days to re-
gain focus and prepare for their first game in the SEC 
Tournament on Friday at 1 p.m. in Atlanta against 
either No. 8 seed Missouri or ninth-seeded Texas 
A&M.

Saturday, Florida reveled in the moment. Now, 
the Gators are ready to regain focus on what’s 
ahead.

“Would you say this is mission accomplished? 
My answer is no,” Young said. “We’re in the right 
direction right now. The ultimate goal is to be na-
tional champions.

“We can say, ‘Yeah, we accomplished something,’ 
but the sun’s hopefully going to come back up to-
morrow, and then we’ve got to get back to work.”

hooPS, from page 12

“I knew Kentucky was going to make a 
run. They’re too talented not to. Give them 
credit — they battled and fought their way 
back in there. I thought we got spread out 

on defense and played into their hands 
a little bit, in terms of opening up driving 

gaps for them and them getting the ball at 
the front of the rim offensive rebounding.”

Billy Donovan
UF coach
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Hosted by Chain Reaction,
benefiting the March of  Dimes.

At Tioga Town Center Square

Vendors:
• TCBY
• Blue Highway
• Tijuana Flats
• Sweet Dreams
• and many more!

March 2nd
5:30pm - 8:00pm

Jordan McPherson / Alligator Staff

Gordon Watson returns a ball during Florida’s 5-2 win against North Florida on Jan. 22 at the 
Ring Tennis Complex. Watson clinched Florida’s match against South Carolina on Sunday.

� WATSON WON IN THREE SETS.

BRITNEÉ MCCOY
Alligator Writer @TheReporterGirl

Sophomore Gordon Watson show-
cased his skills Sunday when he de-
feated No. 55 ranked Tsvetan Mihov 
in three sets to clinch Florida’s 4-2 win 
against South Carolina at the Ring Ten-
nis Complex on Sunday. 

After falling to Texas A&M 2-4 in 
College Station, Texas, on Feb. 28, Flor-
ida looked forward to Sunday to tilt its 
5-5 record above .500. Both the Gators 
and Gamecocks fi nished with a 7-5 re-
cord in Southeastern Conference play 
last season, leaving the teams in a tie 
for the third spot. 

On the doubles court, Florida’s 
No. 9 duo of Elliot Orkin and Gordon 
Watson fell to Chip Cox and Tsvetan 
Mihov 8-5. Senior tandem Mike Alford 
and Florent Diep were defeated in a 
tough 8-6 decision by Andrew Adams 
and Kyle Koch, giving South Carolina 
the doubles point and a 1-0 lead. 

But in singles, the Gators got off to 
a great start. 

Diep was fi rst to win for the Gators. 

He defeated Adams in a quick 6-1, 6-2 
decision to tie the match at 1. 

Diego Hidalgo gave Florida a 2-1 
lead over South Carolina when he de-
feated Thiago Pinheiro  in two sets, 6-4, 
6-1. 

USC began to rally back when Chip 
Cox defeated Mike Alford in straight 
sets, 4-6, 6-7, tying the match at 2.

But Orkin gave the Gators the ad-
vantage, defeating Andrew Schafer in 
three sets, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

“Orkin has been through a lot,” as-
sistant coach Mark Merklein said in a 
release. “He wasn’t playing, and all of 
a sudden, he’s put into the SEC scene 
in a battle down there.” 

Watson’s match was a roller coaster 
ride. After winning his fi rst set 6-1 with 
ease against doubles opponent Mihov, 
he dropped his second set 6-4. With the 
match on the line, he found a second 
wind and won the fi nal set 6-3. 

Next up for Florida (6-5, 1-1 SEC) is 
a match against Tennessee on Friday at 
5 p.m. in Gainesville. 

“We look to build confi dence and 
ingrain a certain identity into our 
team,” Merklein said. “We’re young 
and we’re, in my mind, trying to be the 
best team in the SEC.”

Sophomore clinches comeback win against Gamecocks



� FLORIDA DEFEATED MISSISSIPPI 
STATE IN SECOND ROUND OF SEC 
TOURNAMENT.

GORDON STREISAND
Alligator Writer @GordonStreisand

After two games in as many days, fifth-
seeded Florida was bounced from the 
Southeastern Conference Tournament by 
No. 12 Kentucky on Friday following a 
strong showing against Mississippi State on 
Thursday. 

After earning a first-round bye, the Gators 
faced off against the Bulldogs for the second 
time this season. 

The first time the teams met — in 
Gainesville on Jan. 2. — Florida came out 
with an 82-72 win.

The results were similar the second time 
around, with the Gators winning again on 
Thursday, 71-67. 

A strong first half propelled Florida to 
victory, thanks to a 59.3 percent shooting 
effort in the half, not to mention outscoring 
Mississippi State 22-8 in the paint. 

The Bulldogs rallied back in the second 
half, but thanks to the efforts of senior Ja-
terra Bonds and redshirt junior Kayla Lewis, 
the Gators held on to advance to the quar-
terfinals. 

Lewis recorded 17 points, six boards and 
five blocks against Mississippi State. 

“I think that Kayla’s athleticism is what 
you see because that’s the most obvious 
thing,” coach Amanda Butler said. “That’s 
much more about Kayla’s desire, the plays 
that she made. That’s what makes me proud 
of those numbers. It’s not, ‘Can she jump 
higher than someone or is she stronger than 
someone?’ It’s about, ‘I’m not going to be 
denied, I’m not going to let you score on 
this.’ It comes from a positive, team-oriented 
place.”

The Gators didn’t have much time to 
relish in their win against the Bulldogs, as 
a matchup against the Wildcats in the quar-
terfinals was a mere 24 hours later. 

Florida enjoyed success against Ken-
tucky in the regular season, winning both 
contests 83-73 and 86-80 in Lexington, Ky., 
and Gainesville, respectively. 

Fortunately for the Wildcats, the SEC 
Tournament offered another chance for re-
demption, and they took advantage of it de-
spite a strong first half by the Gators.

Florida went 5 for 10 from beyond the 
arc, and Lewis had another strong showing, 
scoring a team-high 11 points in the half. 

Unfortunately for the Gators, there was 
an extra 20 minutes they had to play. 

After entering halftime down by seven 
with the score 36-29, the Wildcats stormed 
back. 

With 8:35 remaining in the game, Florida 
lost its lead and never regained it, despite 
later tying the game at 70 with only 1:29 re-
maining on the clock.

Florida saw its lead dwindle away thanks 
to a strong rebounding effort from Kentucky, 
who won by five points in the 75-70 affair. 

The Wildcats doubled up the Gators in 
offensive boards, 18-9.

Against Mississippi State, Florida was 
also badly outrebounded on the offensive 
side, but the Bulldogs’ inability to capitalize 
in the paint allowed the Gators to hang on. 

 “The rebounding battle, one of our goals 
is to neutralize that,” Butler said. “We’re 
trying to always scratch around and make 
plays off the boards as much as we can. We 
didn’t do a good job with that. In the second 
half, that was really what was keeping them 
afloat. I thought we were playing great bas-
ketball, but kept giving them second chanc-
es. A good team’s going to take advantage 
of that.”

Continue reading this story online at alliga-
torSports.org.
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Cassie Peoples drives to the net during Florida’s loss to Missouri on Feb. 20 in the 
O’Connell Center. Peoples averaged 8.9 points per game at the SEC Tournament. 

AP Photo

Noah and the Wail
Former Gator Joakim Noah reacts after being fouled by the Heat’s Greg 
Oden during Chicago’s 95-88 home win against Miami on Sunday.

Florida falls to Kentucky in conference tournament

LOGAN MCGUIRE
Alligator writer @loganjmcguire

Diving hasn’t been one of the strengths for 
Florida’s No.1 men’s (8-0, 5-0 Southeastern Con-
ference) or No. 8 women’s (5-3, 3-2 SEC) swim-
ming and diving teams in recent years. 

But the Gators will have a chance to qualify 
a diver for the NCAA Championships at to-
day’s Zone ‘B’ Diving Regional Championships 
in Greensboro, N.C., for the first time since Mi-
chael Lewark competed for the men in 2012 and 
Monica Dodson was part of the 2011 women’s 
national championship.

Redshirt senior Chris Jones’ return has helped 
the men’s diving effort in the second half of the 
season. Jones finished a team best on the plat-
form and 1-meter springboard at SECs in Feb-
ruary; however, none of Florida’s men made an 
event final.

But the women’s team has had more success. 
Sophomore Kahlia Warner qualified for finals on 
the 1- and 3-meter springboards at SECs, coming 
in fifth on the latter event, and has been a consis-
tent point scorer all season.

“Our confidence level is high,” diving coach 
Donnie Craine said. “Now it is just a matter of 
going into this meet and competing to the best 
of their abilities.

“One of the things that I encourage them to 
thing about is diving for themselves, because 
there are not team points for this event.”

Florida’s roster boasts six divers — three on 
each side — heading into the regional champion-
ships with a field of nearly 70 divers — around 
40 athletes for the women and about 30 divers 
for the men.

They will all be competing for a little more 
than a handful of spots. Only seven male divers 
and nine female divers will advance to the na-
tional championship meet.

“This is an opportunity for the divers to get to 
the NCAA Championships,” Craine said. “It is a 
very competitive competition.”

If the Gators can qualify a diver, he or she 
will join either the 14 swimmers on the women’s 
team in Minneapolis, Minn., on March 20-22, or 
the men’s team a week later in Austin, Texas.

Both squads have qualified all five relays, but 
the men’s NCAA Championships meet list of in-
vited swimmers won’t be released until March 
19. The most swimmers a team can qualify is 17.

Florida looks to qualify divers 
for NCAA Championships

“I think our confidence level is high. 
Now it is just a matter of going into 

this meet and competing to the best of 
their abilities. One of the things that 
I encourage them to thing about is 

diving for themselves because there 
are not team points for this event.”

Donnie Craine
UF diving coach
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JONATHAN CZUPRYN
Alligator Staff Writer @jczupryn

On Feb. 21, 2007, the Gators cut 
down the nets in the O’Connell 
Center to celebrate their Southeast-
ern Conference title despite having 

three more regular season games on 
the schedule. 

They lost their next two games.
“I regret that,” coach Billy Dono-

van said after being put in a striking-
ly similar situation nine days ago.

Florida entered its matchup with 

LSU on March 1 with the SEC’s best 
record already sewn up, but Dono-
van wasn’t going to make the same 
mistake he made seven years earlier 
by celebrating prematurely.

“To me, when you cut down a 
net, that’s fi nality,” Donovan said in 
the March 1 postgame press confer-
ence. “There’s still two games left, so 
there’s no fi nality right now.” 

But on Saturday, Florida fi nalized 
its regular season, fi nishing 18-0 in 
league play. And in the words of the 
four seniors being honored in their 
fi nal home game, it was perfect.

When Kentucky cut its 21-point 
halftime defi cit to just six with 12:24 
in the second half, Scottie Wilbekin 
sunk a three to extend the Gators’ 
lead to nine.

Six minutes later, Patric Young 
broke out of his 16-minute scoreless 
streak to bring his team’s lead back 
to double digits.

Casey Prather’s contested layup 
30 seconds afterward resulted in a 
three-point play, padding the ad-
vantage.

And then Will Yeguete joined 
the party with his fourth dunk of 

the year, sending the bench and the 
crowd into a frenzy.

The Gators’ four-man senior class 
fi nished the contest by recording 31 
of the team’s fi nal 35 points.

“This is the way to go out,” 
Young said. “You cannot script it 
any better.”

But Florida’s fairytale fi nale to 
its most successful regular season in 
school history almost never came to 
fruition.

Wilbekin, whose 12.9 points per 
game and 2.1 assist-to-turnover ratio 
make him a leading candidate for 
SEC Player of the Year, was given 
the opportunity to transfer by Dono-
van after being suspended twice for 
violating team rules.

Prather said switching schools 
crossed his mind after struggling 
with injuries and limited playing 
time during his early years at Flor-
ida. Young had to battle to fi nd his 
identity amid the downpour of criti-
cisms and comparisons.

And Donovan said he was con-
cerned Yeguete wouldn’t even have 
a senior season because of his offsea-
son surgery on his right knee.

“When you invest four years 
like these guys have invested, it 
means something to them,” Dono-
van said. “They’re going to carry it 
with them for the rest of their lives. 
They’ve done something that has 
not happened here before and has 
not happened in our league before. 
To me, there were a lot of emotions 
and I’m proud of the way they han-
dled themselves leading up to this 
game.”

When Donovan handed Wil-
bekin a framed jersey during the 
pre-game festivities, the point guard 
said if it had gone on for just a few 
more seconds, he would have shed 
a tear.

“I thought all of us were going to 
cry, actually,” Prather said. 

“I’m surprised no one [did]. I 
knew if one of us started crying, 
then everybody was going to bust 
out crying.” 

Gators tear down nets after perfect conference season

“This is the way to go 
out; You cannot script it any 

better.”
Patric Young

UF center

Rachel Crosby / Alligator Staff

Scottie Wilbekin cuts down the net after Florida’s 84-65 win 
against Kentucky on Saturday in the O’Connell Center.
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