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New 911 app launches for UF’s campus
Users can chat with dispatchers if they can’t talk, pg 5.  
UF ranks No. 21 on website’s list of sugar baby schools
About 300 Gators use the site, pg 8. 

SwampCon brings fans from across US 
to celebrate books, shows and games
It was the convention’s third year, pg 3. 

Casey Prather 
scored 21 points 
in his return to 
Florida’s lineup 

against Auburn on 
Saturday. Read the 

story on page 13. 

BEATRICE DUPUY
Alligator Staff Writer bdupuy@alligator.org

Students aimlessly scanning Library 
West for a study spot may have a better 
option next school year: Marston Science 
Library will offer a renovated study space 
for more than 600 students.

UF President Bernie Machen recently 
approved plans for the $5.7 million reno-

vation project, which will turn the fi rst 
fl oor of Marston into a study area for stu-
dents.

The space will include about 25 study 
rooms, 70 additional computers and po-
tentially a Starbucks.  

Diane Bruxvoort, senior associate dean 
of UF libraries, said the university has only 
3,400 study spaces available for the thou-
sands of students who attend UF. 

“Library West is full much of the time,” 
Bruxvoort said. “People are sitting on the 
fl oor huddled in corners. We certainly ex-

pect that this space will be of great use.”
Students can expect renovations to be-

gin in early May, but the space will still be 
open to students studying for fi nals.

“I don’t think we will be at the point of 
disrupting fi nals,” Bruxvoort said. 

But the changes to Marston are still a 
concern to some students who regularly 
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Gators Helping Gators
University Police offi cers prepare to remove an alligator from Lake Alice on Monday. The gator had a hook stuck in its mouth.

CAMPUS

Marston study area renovations to begin in May

� CANVAS PROMOTES STUDENT-
PROFESSOR COMMUNICATION.

JADE CASTRO
Alligator Contributing Writer

UF Online has opted to begin hosting 
several of its courses on Canvas, a new 
course management system, starting this 
semester.

The introduction of this new course 
website is part of a phased rollout to get all 
classes offered through UF Online hosted 
on a platform other than its counterpart, e-
Learning, by Spring 2015.

“The reason why we are using Canvas 
this semester is that with the new UF On-
line, some of the things we needed to do 
were not available on (e-Learning),” said 
Tawnya Means, director of the Center for 
Teaching, Learning and Assessment at 
UF’s Warrington College of Business Ad-
ministration. 

Means said UF Online is looking for 

UF Online 
kickstarts 
Canvas use

� WENDY’S LEFT THE REITZ FOUR YEARS AGO.

BEATRICE DUPUY
Alligator Staff Writer bdupuy@alligator.org

This Fall, students will be trading in their Burger King 
shakes for Frosties as Wendy’s returns to the Reitz Union.

Jill Rodriguez, marketing program manager for Gator Din-
ing Services, wrote in an email Wendy’s will soon be back.

“We had the opportunity to bring back a very popular din-
ing option to UF’s campus,” she said. “We are very excited to 

welcome back Wendy’s.”
Current Burger King employees will continue working with 

Gator Dining after the change.
Due to declining sales, Cheeburger Cheeburger Express re-

placed the Wendy’s in the Reitz Union in 2009. Burger King 
opened in 2011.

Kyle Kennedy, a 19-year-old UF industrial and systems en-
gineering junior, said he frequents Wendy’s off campus, and he 
is looking forward to having a Wendy’s on campus.

“Wendy’s has a few more options,” he said.
Wendy’s was named after the daughter of Wendy’s found-

er Dave Thomas. His daughter, Melinda “Wendy” Morse, is a 

UF alumna.
Mackenzie Hagen, a 20-year-old UF food and resource eco-

nomics junior, has never gone to the Reitz Union Burger King. 
Hagen said she would rather go to Wendy’s than Burger King 
because of Wendy’s healthier food choices.

“Wendy’s just advertises that they are healthier for you, and 
I agree,” she said.

Wendy’s to return to Reitz Union food court, replace Burger King 

SEE MARSTON, PAGE 4

SEE CANVAS, PAGE 4

“We had the opportunity to bring back a very 
popular dining option to UF’s campus.”

Jill Rodriguez
marketing program manager for Gator Dining

“People are sitting on the fl oor 
huddled in corners. We certainly 
expect that this space will be of 

great use.”
Diane Bruxvoort

senior associate dean of UF libraries
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The Alligator strives to be 
accurate and clear in its  news 
reports and editorials. 
If you fi nd an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
or email editor@alligator.org. 

Yulee Railroad Days vendor 
applications open
Entertainers and vendors of 
handmade arts and crafts: 
Welcome to the annual Yulee 
Railroad Days, which will be 
held March 15 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. For information 
about applying to the festival, 
visit sites.google.com/site/
archerhis tor ica lsoc ie ty/
home. The event is sponsored 
by Archer Historical Society 
Inc.

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject 
line to kgriffis@alligator.org. 
To ensure publication in the 
next day’s newspaper, please 
submit the event before 
5 p.m. Please model your 
submissions after above events 
and keep them 150 words or 
fewer. Improperly formatted 
“What’s Happening” 
submissions may not appear 
in the paper. Press releases 
will not appear in the paper.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Nourish International

Learn about getting involved 
on campus and how you can 
get involved in Uganda today 
at 6:15 p.m. in Little Hall, Room 
127. This is your opportunity 
to make a difference to end 
extreme poverty. 

Generation Sketch Comedy 
auditions
Come out to Gannett 
Auditorium in Weimer Hall 
at 7 p.m. to audition for 
Generation Sketch Comedy’s 
18th live sketch comedy 
show. No experience is 
necessary, and anyone can 
audition. Generation is 
Gainesville’s longest-running 
sketch comedy troupe. If 
you’re interested in learning 
how to write sketch comedy 
and perform in a live sketch 
comedy show, then Generation 
is a great organization for 
you.

Krav Maga: self defense
Get ready for another semester 
of the best workout you can 
get. Krav Maga is a method of 
self defense developed by the 
Israeli Defense Forces. It will 
be held from 6:55 to 8 p.m. 
Come learn techniques with 
our Israel Fellow who used to 
serve as a combat fitness and 
Krav Maga instructor in the 
IDF. For more information, 
contact Matti at matti@ufhillel.
org.

Robot lab recruitment meeting
Join us for an information 
session Thursday at 7:20 
p.m. in Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering B, 
Room 211 about UF’s Machine 
Intelligence Laboratory robot 
projects, including submarine 
and boat projects SubjuGator 
and PropaGator. Both are 
previous world champions. 
We will discuss the results of 
last year’s competitions and 
explore the current problems 
we are interested in solving 
this year. We will also discuss 
our CongreGators swarm 
project, which involves copters 
and dune buggies. See tinyurl.
com/UF-MIL-s14 for a flyer 
about the meeting and mil.
ufl.edu for more information 
about our projects.

HSF’s scholarship presentation 
and activities
The Hispanic Scholarship 
Fund Scholar Chapter invites 
you to its first meeting of 
the semester. Members will 
present on various available 
scholarships and give an 
overview of the exciting 
plans that are in store for 
the Spring semester. Enjoy 
free pizza and beverages 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in 
McCarty B, Room G108.

Cinema Verde seeks eco-fair 
vendors
Cinema Verde’s fifth annual 
Environmental Film and Arts 
Festival is seeking vendors 
for its eco-fair, which will 
be held on Feb. 15. The 
festival features more than 
30 films on topics including 
food, water, waste, energy, 
animals, sustainable life, 
business and government. 
Vendor applications and 
information are available 
online or via email at 
penny@cinemaverde.org.

Fourth Annual Run for Your 
Heart 5K
On Feb. 2, the Academy 
of Student Pharmacists’ 
Operation Heart is 
hosting a 5K to encourage 
cardiovascular fitness in 
the community as part of 
American Heart Awareness 
Month. The run starts at 8 
a.m. at Westside Park, 1001 
NW 34th St. Registration is 
$15 before the race or $20 
the morning of the event. 
All proceeds go toward 
the American Pharmacists 
Association student 
organization’s efforts to 
provide blood pressure and 
cholesterol screenings to 
the Gainesville community. 
For more registration 
information, go to the 
event’s Facebook page or 
email ASPOperationHeart@
gmail.com.

Have an event planned?
Add it to the Alligator’s 

online calendar:
alligator.org/calendar



� IT WAS FREE.

CHRISTINE PRESTON
Alligator Contributing Writer

Zombies, wookies and su-
perheroes convened this week-
end to celebrate the third annual 
SwampCon.

Saturday and Sunday, people 
of all ages and fandoms gathered 

at the Reitz Union to celebrate 
their favorite books, TV shows, 
games and characters.

Attendees could participate 
in panel discussions, play games, 
join tournaments, watch perfor-
mances or participate in other 
activities like scavenger hunts.

Vic Meredith, a moderator 
for several panels at SwampCon, 
said she thinks the UF conven-

tion combines several aspects 
of many other popular conven-
tions.

 “There’s a nice mix of anime, 
sci-fi, gaming and panels here 
that you usually don’t see in 
most other conventions,” Mer-
edith said.

Amber Hollingsworth, a 
panelist at SwampCon, said this 
is her 10th year attending con-

ventions. She said she appreci-
ates that UF has something most 
venues don’t: on-site refresh-
ments.

“It’s nice that they have food 
and drinks readily available,” 
she said. “Other places, all you 
have is that $7 pretzel.”

She said that another positive 
aspect to UF’s convention was 
the broad range of topics and ac-
tivities available to participants. 

Lawrence Chan, a 20-year-
old UF journalism junior and 
the main event coordinator for 
SwampCon, said turnout im-
proves each year as the event 
grows.

However, because most con-
ventions are expensive, Chan 
credited some of SwampCon’s 
popularity to the free admis-
sion.

Most of this year’s attendees 
were from Florida, but some 
came from as far as California, 
he said.

“You see all these people 
talking, chatting,” said Chan. 
“They’re all happy about being 
here, seeing different things, go-
ing to different conventions.”

Chan has been to several con-
ventions, but this was his first 
time organizing one. 

He compared the passion 
that these people have for their 
hobbies to the passion of fans 
cheering for their team at a foot-
ball game.

“Ultimately, we are provid-
ing a medium for people to fol-
low their dreams, follow their 
interests,” said Chan.

Visit alligator.org for a video of 
the event.
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Merlin, played by 21-year-old UF anthropology senior Ashley Egelie, joins the Doctor and 
his companion, Clara (not pictured), in the opening number of “Whosical the Musical.”

SwampCon brings fans from across US

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FORT MYERS BEACH — Two pilot 
whales died and a third would be eutha-
nized after roughly four dozen whales 
swam into shallow waters Monday off 
southwest Florida, wildlife officials 
said.

A handful of the whales were strand-
ed near shore in Lee County, while more 
than a dozen others swam nearby, said 
Kim Amendola of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s Fish-
eries Service.

An additional 12 whales were spotted 
farther offshore earlier in the morning.

Necropsies would be performed on 
the three beached whales, said NOAA 
regional stranding coordinator Blair 
Mase.

The remaining whales were listless 
and emaciated, and many wouldn’t react 
if a boat approached them, Mase said.

“They all look in really bad shape,” 
she said. She expected that more whales 
could die by Tuesday morning.

Meanwhile, roughly two dozen other 
pilot whales were being monitored off 
Collier County. Those whales were in 
the same pod that swam into shallow 
waters off Naples on Sunday, Amendola 
said. 

A few temporarily beached them-
selves Sunday before swimming out 
with the tides.

They also seemed to be in poor 
shape.

“They’re definitely out of their home 
range, and they look like they’ve been 
out of their home range for quite a 
while,” Mase said.

Pilot whales typically swim in deeper 
waters farther offshore. It wasn’t imme-
diately clear what caused the whales to 
swim so close to land.

The pilot whale is a common species 
involved in mass strandings. 

In early December, more than 50 pilot 
whales became stranded in Everglades 
National Park. Seven died and four were 
euthanized before the rest apparently 
swam back into deeper waters.

South Florida 
whales being 
monitored

RESEARCH

ARIANA FIGUEROA
Alligator Contributing Writer

A professor has configured a gadget to 
help recovering animals rest more soundly. 

Jenshan Lin, a professor in UF’s electrical 
and computer engineering department, re-
cently finished creating a monitor that tracks 
the heart rate and respirations in animals 
without the need for physical contact. 

After surgery, animals tend to bite and 
scratch wires attached to them, which can 
either unhook them from monitors or cre-
ate false readings. The new wireless monitor 
avoids these problems.  

The monitor is about half the size of a 
shoe box and can hang on the side of cages. 

It uses radio waves to detect motions, re-
moving the need for monitors to be hooked 
up to the animal. With a battery life of about 
seven hours, veterinary technicians don’t 

have to constantly check the animals’ vitals, 
letting the animals heal in comfort.

Lin first began research and construction 
of the device about a decade ago.  

The radio waves work like a Doppler ra-
dar and detect changes in the animal’s heart 
rate. Lin said it’s like a radar gun that law 
enforcement uses for monitoring the speed 
of cars.

The catch is, unlike speeding cars, recov-
ering animals are sedentary.

“The trick is that even though the animal 
is not moving, the radar picks up a high-
frequency movement,” he said. “It’s a very 
sensitive motion detector.”

This is not a new idea, Lin said. As futur-
istic as it sounds, the idea for a wireless mon-
itor first came out in the 1980s for search-
and-rescue missions.

Another company is testing the monitor 

for use on premature babies. When used on 
a simulated premature baby, the monitor 
was proven to be accurate in every reading. 
Tests are still being conducted at UF Health 
Shands Hospital, Lin said.

Within the next few months, Lin said, he 
hopes the device can be available for local 
animal hospitals. An app is in the works.

Laura Cohen, the owner of High Springs 
Animal Hospital — where the monitor 
identified a cat with heart problems during 
a test — said without the discomfort of be-
ing attached to wires, animals can recover in 
peace.  

“It’s more comfortable for them,” Cohen 
said.

She said other veterinarians at the hospi-
tal responded favorably to using the device. 

“It’s a very positive force for the profes-
sion,” Cohen said.   

Professor develops wireless pet heart monitor

� HE SAID HE SMOKED CRACK CO-
CAINE EARLIER IN THE NIGHT.

JENNA LYONS
Alligator Staff Writer jlyons@alligator.org

Gainesville Police arrested a Fort White 
man early Saturday after officers said he in-
jected himself with pain reliever then tried to 
steal items from a local Wal-Mart.

Officers arrested 40-year-old Tracy Kyle 
Davis on charges of petit theft, resisting re-
covery of property, possession of a controlled 
substance without a prescription and posses-
sion of drug equipment, according to an arrest 
report.

At about 1 a.m., an employee of the Wal-
Mart Supercenter at 5700 23rd St. noticed 
Davis stick cologne, a package of LifeStyles 
condoms, a flashlight and two packages of Bic 
lighters in the breast pocket of his jacket.

Despite having more than $200 on him, Da-
vis hid the items, worth about $47. He bought 
only a stick of deodorant at checkout, accord-
ing to the report. Two employees stopped Da-
vis while he left the store and took him to the 
loss prevention office. One of the employees 
held Davis down to stop him from escaping 
until police arrived.

Officers found a needle and syringe inside 
of his jacket pocket as well as a container with 
two pills of the painkiller Dilaudid in his right 

pants pocket and a crack pipe in his left pants 
pocket, according to the report.

During questioning, Davis said he smoked 
crack cocaine earlier in the night and inject-
ing the Dilaudid with the syringe less than an 
hour before going to Wal-Mart. Davis said he 
does not have a prescription for the pain medi-
cation, according to the report.

Officers booked him into jail, where he 
remained as of press time in lieu of a $25,000 
bond.

Man arrested for stealing condoms, lighters from Wal-Mart

“They all look in really bad 
shape.”

Blair Mase
NOAA regional stranding coordinator



study at the library. 
Clara Mabour, a 20-year-old UF bi-

ology sophomore, said she fi nds Mar-
ston to be a quieter study space than 
other libraries on campus. Mabour said 
she does not want Marston to become 
like Library West, where people often 
go to socialize instead of study.

“People who really want to study 
come here,” she said. “Library West is 
more social — it’s for group studying. 
It might be pretty good to have a Star-
bucks though.”

Even though a Starbucks is already 
located nearby Marston in the Hub, ne-
gotiations are still being held to have 
Starbucks inside the library. 

Once funding becomes accessible, 
Newell Hall will also be converted into 
a study space for students.

The planned renovations come after 
college campuses across the U.S. are 
moving library collections online to 
make room for bookless study spaces.  

Marston currently houses thou-
sands of government documents and 
scientifi c journals, which will all be 
placed into storage and will be avail-
able upon student request or via elec-
tronic access.

Back in 2009, study rooms were 
added to the second fl oor of Marston. 

Rin Azrak, a 20-year-old UF biotech-
nology junior, said renovating Marston 
would be a nice change because Li-
brary West is often too crowded for her 
to study there.

“It will be more effi cient for people 
to study in,” she said. “Library West 
gets cramped. It’s always fi rst-come 
fi rst-serve, unless you have a friend 
save a spot for you.”
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AMA
Reddit co-founder Alexis Ohanian speaks at UF on Friday about being an entrepre-
neur. Ohanian is on tour promoting his new book, “Without Their Permission.”

CAMPUS

ALINA AVALOS
Alligator Contributing Writer

Swamp Records, the UF student-
produced record label, will be host-
ing a showcase presented by Student 
Government Productions.

On Friday at 7:30 p.m., a variety 
of local bands and artists will gather 
at The JAM, 817 W. University Ave., 
to perform and network.

“The goal of this event is to cel-

ebrate the launch of Swamp Records 
this year and provide more informa-
tion to the public about who we are 
and what we aim to do,” wrote Ra-
chel Ring, head director for Swamp 
Records, in an email.

Ring, a 21-year-old UF manage-
ment senior, said Swamp Records 
hopes to promote and support local 
Gainesville talent and help take their 
careers to the next level.

Swamp Records is looking for 

bands with a strong following, stage 
presence and quality material, she 
said. 

“Our bands cover a range of 

genres including: electronic, funk/
soul, hip-hop and more,” she said.

However, Ring said no bands 
will be signed until Swamp Records 
secures the legal right to do so.

The event will feature two stages: 
one outdoors and one inside with 
bands performing all night. 

One of the performances fea-
tured at the showcase will be Bells 
and Robes, a Gainesville-based two-
person electronic band formed by 

UF graduates. 
Luke Sipka, co-producer for Bells 

and Robes, said he hopes to see the 
showcase foster a better relationship 
between UF and the music scene.

“I’ve read about so many cities 
where a venue forms, and a scene 
starts with locals that eventually 
have a huge impact,” Sipka wrote  
in an email. “I feel like something 
along these lines is forming in 
Gainesville.”

Student-produced label Swamp Records to host showcase

CANVAS, from page 1

It has a chat section for students to ask and answer questions

MARSTON, from page 1

Negotiations are underway 
to bring a Starbucks, too

ways to engage students and produce better learning outcomes. 
Canvas offers interactive features, as well as different ways to 
communicate with professors and other students in the class. 

“Because video is integrated into the entire course site, basi-

cally any time you want to interact with your instructor, you 
can do it by video, audio or text,” Means said. 

Canvas isn’t restricted to students pursuing a degree 
through UF Online. Traditional students may have sections 
hosted on Canvas, too.

“I think it’s easy to use, but it’s pretty inconvenient having 
some classes on Canvas and some on e-Learning,” said Virginia 

Pedigo, a 20-year-old UF applied physiology and kinesiology 
sophomore, whose macroeconomics class uses Canvas. 

Jose Muia, a 20-year-old UF fi nance sophomore, said he 
didn’t hear about the switch until he returned from break.

“Two of my three courses are on Canvas,” he said. “It’s 
very similar to [e-Learning], very easy to use, and you can fi nd 
coursework easily.”

“Our bands cover a 
range of genres including: 
electronic, funk/soul, hip-

hop and more.”
Rachel Ring

head director for Swamp Records



JULIANNE HUHN
Alligator Contributing Writer

To celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
about 350 volunteers grabbed rakes, blow-
ers, gloves and brushes.

Students and residents arrived at the 
Reitz Union early Monday to participate in 
the annual UF Center for Leadership and 
Service’s MLK Day of Service.

The event kicked off with breakfast in 
the Grand Ballroom, a visit from Alberta 
and performances from an African choir 
and the Gator Dazzlers. 

Then, volunteers were divided into 
groups and sent to work at about 18 sites, 

said Angela Garcia, an event coordinator. 
Some sites included Einstein Montessori 
School, Forage Farm and the Historic Haile 
Homestead at Kanapaha Plantation. The 
only on-campus locations were Wilmot 
Gardens and the UF Natural Area Teach-
ing Laboratory.

The volunteers participated in activities 
such as landscaping, gardening and paint-
ing, Garcia said.

At the end of the event, the service 
groups held reflection sessions to let volun-
teers share what they learned. 

“The group reflection at the end is im-
portant because hopefully (volunteers) will 
make the connection of why they are doing 

that service and the ‘Now what?’” Garcia 
said.

Dan Sibol, a 21-year-old AmeriCorps 
VISTA employee, said the pumped-up 
kick-off ceremony helped energize volun-
teers.

“We have a lot of people here to get 
everyone excited, even an African choir,” 
he said. “We have kind of transformed it 
from just a ‘Here’s your site, see you later,’ 
to more of a celebration. And I think this is 
what it is all about, celebrating service and 
getting everyone together.”

Monday marked the seventh year of 
the UF Center for Leadership and Service’s 
MLK Day of Service. 
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President Barack Obama and his youngest daughter, Sasha, make burritos Monday at DC Central Kitchen as part of 
a service project in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day in Washington. 

Locals volunteer, serve in honor of MLK  

� USERS WHO DON’T WANT TO BE 
HEARD CAN “CHAT” WITH DISPATCH.

BRANDON KRUMINS
Alligator Contributing Writer

UF is the first university to implement 
TapShield, a new application aimed at 
keeping students safe.

The campus safety app is set to debut 
this week, and it includes features such as 
a real-time GPS locator and a customizable 
profile. 

 “The app will provide an extra layer of 
security for all the students,” said Jessica 
Gates,  a TapShield spokeswoman.

Gates collaborated with university offi-
cials to make the app, which will be free to 
students and faculty.

The app is set up through an incident re-
sponse platform, which provides two-way 
communication between the user and Uni-
versity Police dispatch, Gates said.

She said whenever the app is launched, 
it automatically sends police the user’s real-
time GPS location along with his or her user 
profile information.

The app has a mode that allows users to 
chat electronically with the dispatcher for 
circumstances when the user does not want 
to be overheard talking to the police.

Student Body President Christina Bonar-
rigo said the impact of the new safety app 
will be significant. 

“It’s going to provide an extra element of 
security to students,” she said.

Maria Lyn Cauthorn, a 20-year-old UF 
industrial and systems engineering junior, 
said she sometimes feels unsafe while run-
ning alone on or near campus after dark, so 
she would like to download the new app. 

“It’s more convenient than calling 911 or 
going to one of the blue lights,” she said. 

New 911 app
launches for 
UF campus 

STATE
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ALACHUA — Whenever a 
horse arrives at Mill Creek Farm in 
Florida, Peter and Mary Gregory 
make the aging animal a promise to 
last the rest of its days.

“We say you’ll never be worked 
or ridden again,” said Peter Grego-
ry, director of the farm. “And you’ll 
be here forever. And they are here 
forever because when they die here, 
they’re buried here.”

About 130 horses have this 265-
acre farm in north-central Florida as 
their retirement home, doted on by 
now elderly caretakers. Nearly all of 
the horses have worked for years in 
law enforcement, military or other 
service jobs; a few have been seized 
by police.

Now, these horses graze in green 
pastures under moss-draped oaks. 
Their tranquil existence is only bro-
ken each day by Peter, 85, and his 
wife Mary, 81, riding out on golf 
carts from their home on the proper-
ty. From field to field they go, feed-
ing the horses hay, grain and carrot 

treats.
“It’s difficult to find any place 

that will take an older retired horse. 
We wanted Special to actually truly 
be retired,” said Sgt. Chris Laster of 
the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office, 
who brought a 23-year-old horse to 
the farm for retirement in 2013. “Pe-
ter knows every horse’s name there; 
he knows their stories.”

Originally from England, the 
Gregorys spent years traveling the 
world when Peter was a hotel man-
ager. In 1984, they bought the farm 
about 20 miles north of Gainesville 
and created a nonprofit organiza-
tion called the Retirement Home 
for Horses. It’s since drawn tourists, 
documentary filmmakers and other 
visitors curious about where veteran 
horses go.

Some of the horses are blind. 
Some are ill. And all would have 
ended up at an out-of-country 
slaughterhouse had the Gregorys 
not taken them in. The farm doesn’t 
accept horses from private owners. 
There are other horse retirement 
farms in the U.S. — in Kentucky, 

Tennessee and Connecticut — and 
there are only a few, much smaller 
farms for aging horses in Florida.

There’s Special, a horse who 
worked for the Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Department for 17 years 
and whose last big event was the 
2012 Republican National Conven-
tion in Tampa.

And there’s Roman, a 13-year vet-
eran of the Orange County Sheriff’s 
Office who helped search for little 
Caylee Anthony, who went missing 
in 2008 and later was found slain. 
When Roman arrived last summer, 
he sought out Dylan, another Or-
ange County Sheriff’s horse that had 
retired a few years before. The pair 
have stuck close to each other in one 
pasture ever since.

“Most horses, when they get old, 
if they do get old, then nobody wants 
them anymore,” Gregory said.

There’s a special patch of land 
where the horses are buried; a sign 
that says “Field of Dreams” stands 
in a clearing. A tree is planted for 
each horse buried in the field, mark-
ing the animals’ final resting spots.

Horses retire on North Florida farm

� THEY WERE RESPONDING TO HER CALL, BUT SHE 
DIDN’T BELIEVE THEY WERE OFFICERS.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
INTERLACHEN, Fla.  — A north Florida woman is hos-

pitalized after being shot by sheriff’s deputies responding to 
her calls about prowlers outside her home.

Putnam County Sheriff’s Sgt. Hancel Woods said Diana 
Lucille Conner was shot after she came out of her house and 
fired a rifle.

Woods told the Florida Times-Union that Conner called 
the sheriff’s office early Monday.

But she didn’t believe the deputies who responded were 
law enforcement, even after they turned on their patrol cars’ 
emergency lights.

Deputies left Conner’s Interlachen home, then returned 
about two hours later when neighbors complained that Con-
ner called them about a prowler. 

Woods says deputies ordered Conner to drop her weapon, 
but she opened fire instead.

The deputies fired back. The sheriff’s office said Conner 
was struck four times.

Woman shoots 
deputies, is then shot
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Land of the free? 
Remembering 
MLK’s death

The state of Florida granted UF students and staff a 
day off from work and classes to honor the memory 
of Martin Luther King Jr., a pioneer of civil rights for 

black Americans. You already know this, of course. Every 
elementary-school curriculum includes the study of King 
and his famous “I Have a Dream” speech. 

However, we tend to look back upon King’s legacy with a 
soft fi lter, remembering only King’s beautiful speeches about 
brotherhood. Nearly half a century has passed since King’s 
assassination. It’s easy for white Americans to forget that 
King was a highly controversial fi gure, and his assassination 
in Memphis in 1968 was not a random incident. In 1999, ac-
cording to The New York Times, a Memphis jury decided 
that a retired Memphis cafe owner was part of a conspiracy 
in King’s murder after King’s family brought forth a civil 
suit. 

According to the Times, “After four weeks of testimony 
and one hour of deliberation, the jury in the wrongful-death 
case found that Loyd Jowers as well as ‘others, including 
governmental agencies’ had been part of a conspiracy.”

King’s killing was, as former U.S. President Lyndon B. 
Johnson said, no act of “blind violence.” Other agencies were 
complicit in the wrongful death of an outspoken activist who 
condemned not only the way black people were treated in 
America, but also the Vietnam War and the way poverty was 
handled in this country. 

Dexter King, Martin Luther King Jr.’s youngest son, told 
The New York Times in 1999 that he hoped history books 
would be rewritten to refl ect the newest — and most accu-
rate — account of his father’s assassination. 

While it’s important to remember the messages of nonvio-
lence that King passed, it’s also equally important to discuss 
the government’s possible involvement in King’s death and 
to remember that the U.S. — our “land of the free” — has 
committed some deeply disturbing acts over the course of its 
history and continues to do so. Drone strikes, anyone?

Our generation is one that trusts the government less than 
those before us. It makes sense, then, to open the fl oor to talk 
about institutional racism and its deadly effects on citizens 
— especially those who dare to be outspoken. 

Although his most memorable words come from the “I 
Have a Dream” speech, we leave you with a part of his last 
speech delivered in Memphis the night before he was killed. 

“I’ve seen the promised land,” he said. “I may not get 
there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we, 
as a people, will get to the promised land. And I’m happy 
tonight. I’m not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any 
man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the 
Lord.”

Celebrate life by not fearing death
Although Woody Allen’s quip, “I don’t want to 

achieve immortality through my work; I want to 
achieve immortality through not dying,” is fa-

mous, the best line about death comes from British en-
tertainer Bob Monkhouse: “I want to die like my father, 
peacefully in his sleep, not screaming and terrifi ed, like 
his passengers.”

Death can be a funny topic, but usually, it isn’t. How 
come? 

For starters, no one likes thinking about death. We 
love this whole “living” phase, and most people will try 
anything to stay alive. But why do people cling to life so 
tightly while no similar fetish for death can be found?

Relatively speaking, not too many humans have come 
into existence, yet we’re among the lucky few. Each of us 
is a statistical anomaly — call it a miracle, if you want to 
get corny. Kurt Vonnegut, a lifelong atheist, said it best: 
“God said to some of the mud, ‘Sit up!’... And I was some 
of the mud that got to sit up and look around. Lucky me, 
lucky mud.”

But unlike the diversity of life, death is defi nitive. It is 
the grand fi nale for everyone — no matter how a person 
lives, death takes you to where you are, simply no more. 

Despite the obviousness of death, few people take it 
seriously, and even fewer in our age group do. This is nor-
mal, considering that even soldiers facing death think, “It 
can’t happen to me. I’m too clever/agile/well-trained/
good-looking/beloved/tightly laced, etc.” 

As Henry David Thoreau wrote, “A man can attend 
but one funeral in the course of his life, can behold but one 
corpse.” It’s only when someone actually dies that he or 
she can fi nally wake from the slumber of life to the reality 
of death. 

But a logical question arises: What’s the point of life if 
we’re all dead in a few years anyway?

Life’s intrinsic value comes from knowing that death is 
around the corner. There is an invisible stopwatch some-

where out there, counting down 
the seconds that each of us has 
remaining on this planet, and 
this is what makes life so pre-
cious.

One of the founders of the 
Streetlight program at UF Health 
Shands Hospital, Rebecca Brown, 
told me how, one frosty morn-

ing, while walking across her nature trail, she came across 
a shimmering spider web. In the middle of the web lay a 
dead spider, frozen from the cold. 

Brown says about the dead spider, “Spinning a web is 
what she does … she died in her web, and that is an honor-
able way to go.” 

Meeting death, while doing what you are meant to do, 
to borrow from Brown’s eloquence, “means to die, liv-
ing.”

Leo Tolstoy’s “The Death of Ivan Ilyich” sheds some 
light on what we are “meant to do.” The main character, 
Ivan, is petrifi ed of parting with his comfortable life and 
begins to howl ceaselessly for three days and nights on his 
deathbed. He repeatedly refers to death as “it” — using 
the impersonal pronoun to convey how far-off the concept 
of death appears. At the same time, “it,” in Russian, also 
means “she” — suggesting how intimate death actually 
is.

An hour before Ivan’s death, he glances at his family 
and for just a moment, feels genuine sympathy for them. 
Suddenly, “instead of death there was light,” writes Tol-
stoy.

In being genuine — not merely going with the tides of 
social norms — and compassionate, we transcend death.  
A 19th century poet, Thomas Campbell, confi rms this: “To 
live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.”

Zulkar Khan is a UF microbiology senior. His columns ap-
pear on Tuesdays. 

95 TOTAL VOTES

45% YES
55% NO

Vote or post a message at www.alligator.org

Friday’s question: Do you think the Plaza 
of the Americas needs renovations? 

Today’s question: Is having a Wendy’s in the Reitz 
Union better than Burger King?
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As with any new 
trend, the Internet 
has had strong 

opinions about the sub-
ject of selfi es.  Many peo-
ple argue that they are 
conceited, the evidence of 
our self-centered genera-
tion. The word “selfi es” 
even sounds like “self-
ish.” But these judgments are practi-
cally archaic.

Essentially, everything we publish 
for people to see or read is a bit vain. 
We’ve judged an article or video worth 
sharing, and it is a representation of 
ourselves. Selfi es are also representa-
tions of ourselves, but people seem to 
be against them because they are based 
on physical appearance. However, 
both are forms of seeking approval. 

From an early age, we are taught 
to strive for beauty and success but 
to hide our efforts and play down our 
accomplishments. If you walk into a 
kindergarten class, the children show 
off their artwork, outfi ts or a new song 
they learned. But once those children 
grow up and go to high school, they’ve 
learned that it is socially unacceptable 
to let others know you believe in your-
self. Go into a high-school classroom, 
and students may hesitantly raise 
hands, answer questions with a ques-
tion or defl ect compliments. 

When I give a friend a compliment, 
I want him or her to believe it and say 
“thank you” with pride. There is noth-
ing wrong with being a little vain, and 
often, we have to fi ght for whatever 
self-pride we have. So I am happy to 
like friends’ selfi es. They are showing 
they are strong enough to withstand 
the pressures of the media and society 

and accept themselves.
A selfi e may also mean 

that the subject may only 
like themselves in that 
photo, at that angle and 
in that particular outfi t. 
Maybe by taking a picture 
they like of themselves, 
they are gaining some 
self-acceptance, and I ful-

ly support that. Some people even post 
selfi es as motivators to get in shape. 

I think the backlash against selfi es 
can be summed up by the idiotic song 
by the idiotic One Direction that says, 
“You don’t know you’re beautiful, and 
that’s what makes you beautiful.” Self-
ies corrupt the mystique that people 
don’t know they are beautiful because, 
by taking those photos, they are tak-
ing pride in their appearances. And for 
some reason, we like people to keep 
up this performance of trying to look 
good but acting like they don’t realize 
it, which is absurd. 

Some people criticize selfi es because 
they believe the people taking them 
think they are the center of the uni-
verse. I argue that’s like telling a child 
who hasn’t fi nished his or her dinner 
that people are starving in Africa. It is 
unrealistic to compare one’s personal 
situation to everything else that is go-
ing on in the world. If we were all con-
stantly thinking about that, I don’t how 
many of us would still get out of bed 
each morning, nonetheless laugh and 
take a selfi e break.

To selfi es, I say hold your head up 
high. Or, if you prefer, down at a 45-
degree angle, and make whatever face 
you want at the camera. I’ll like it. 

Lauren Adamson is a UF journalism 
junior. Her columns appear on Tuesdays.

Selfi es: It’s OK to be vain
Column

Everyone is entitled to his or 
her own opinions, but not 
his or her own facts. Nearly 

33 percent of the American popu-
lation — and yes, we are talking 
2014 here — does not believe in 
evolution. 

Why is this so harmful, you 
may ask? Because although we 
still technically refer to evolution 
as a theory, it is the most scien-
tifi cally accepted explanation for how life on 
Earth has operated for billions of years. 

Evolution, by defi nition, is a process of 
slow change and development over time. Sci-
entists will argue which defi nition is the most 
correct, but, for our intents and purposes, let’s 
stick with this one. Generally, the principle of 
evolution holds that as time progresses, or-
ganisms will need to meet a certain standard 
of survival criteria, for example, accessibility 
of food or how vulnerable the organism is to 
predation. 

Those individuals who cannot meet this 
standard will die off while the so-called victors 
will survive and procreate, perpetually donat-
ing their awesome DNA to the living gene 
pool. Over a long period of time, the physical 
and genealogical makeup is altered, showing 
us gradual differences in appearance. 

Contrary to popular belief, we are not 
chimpanzees, but we share a common ances-
tor with them — along with 98.8 percent of 
our DNA. That 1.2 percent difference between 
us accounts for 35 million differences. The 
most apparent of these may include walking 
upright, larger brains and the ability to speak. 

And although I wasn’t there, there was 
not a moment at the beginning of time where 
modern humans were simply dropped onto 

this Earth alongside fruit-bearing 
trees and gliding gazelles already 
prepackaged and ready to go. 
Everything that exists today is a 
product of evolution. Humans, 
dinosaurs, mosquitoes and that 
coral you stand on when you go 
in the ocean, all evolved from 
single-celled organisms. 

There’s a part of me that wants 
to say everyone can believe what-

ever he or she wants to believe, but the truth 
of it is, the study of evolution spans religions, 
cultures and belief systems. Which leads me to 
my last argument.

The one-third of Americans who don’t be-
lieve in evolution may feel this way because of 
their allegiance to God and intelligent design. 
There is a modern stigma that you either have 
to only believe in science or only believe in re-
ligion. This is not true. 

Evolution should not be seen as a barrier 
to religious beliefs. Belief systems are not di-
chotomous, but rather spectrums. Science and 
religion can coexist. You can still believe in the 
Divine and also be a supporter of science. No-
body has the right to take your religion away 
from you. Just be sure you don’t develop ig-
norance to the progressing world. And if you 
do not believe in a religion, then let those who 
do, be. 

Whether you believe in God or the Flying 
Spaghetti Monster, my advice is to remain 
educated and to respect every individual’s 
viewpoint. 

I think it’s far past the time that our view-
points on this issue should have evolved. 
Wouldn’t you agree? 

Rachel Kalisher is a UF anthropology and clas-
sics junior. Her columns appear on Tuesdays.

Science and religion can coexist
Column

Lauren Adamson
opinions@alligator.org

Rachel Kalisher
opinions@alligator.org
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LAND O’LAKES, Fla. — A Tampa 
Bay-area man shot and killed during a 
dispute over texting at a movie theater 
is being remembered as a family man 
and fun-loving friend.

More than 300 mourners attended 
the funeral Saturday for Chad Oulson, 
requiring ushers to bring out folding 
chairs and open the choir loft at the 
Land O’Lakes Church of God.

“The world lost a great guy,” said 
neighbor Saverio Mongelli. “He was 
funny, respectful, energetic about 
life.”

Oulson’s wife was shot in the hand 
during the dispute at the Pasco Coun-

ty theater. She did not speak at the fu-
neral, but she hugged mourners with 
her left hand heavily bandaged.

In a statement last week, Nicole 
Oulson’s lawyers said she was “griev-
ing the death of her husband” and 
comforting the couple’s 22-month-old 
daughter.

Retired police officer Curtis Reeves 
has been charged with second-degree 
murder and held without bail in the 
shooting.

Pasco County Sheriff’s officials say 

Reeves initially asked Oulson to stop 
texting. Friends have said Oulson was 
texting his daughter’s caregiver.

According to a sheriff’s office re-
port, Reeves spoke to Oulson during 
the movie previews, then got up and 
informed management. When Reeves 
returned to his seat, “additional words 
were exchanged,” and Oulson threw a 
bag of popcorn at Reeves.

Reeves told investigators that Oul-
son struck him in the face with an 
unknown object, and that’s when he 
removed a gun from his pants pocket. 
The report said Reeves fired the gun 
and struck Oulson once in the chest 
and that he “was in fear of being at-
tacked.”
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Can You See Me Now?
Ingrith Martinez shows off a butterfly inside the Florida Museum of Natural History’s Butterfly Rainforest on Sat-
urday. The museum is holding its “Mimicry, the World of Deception” exhibit through Feb. 14.

ALYSSA AGUERO
Alligator Contributing Writer

With tuition on the rise, some UF stu-
dents have opted for a nontraditional 
method of funding their academic costs.

UF was ranked No. 21 by SeekingAr-
rangement.com on its list of the fastest-
growing sugar baby schools in the United 
States. 

SeekingArrangement.com calls itself 
the world’s largest sugar daddy website, 
with college students making up the ma-
jority of its users.

The website invites “gentlemen” to 
date and financially sponsor “sugar ba-
bies,” who are described as “attractive, in-
telligent, ambitious and goal-oriented” by 
the website.

Recent increases in tuition have led 
to students using sugar daddies to cover 
those costs, said Angela Bermudo, pub-
lic relations manager at SeekingArrange-
ment.com.

“Students need to find ways to pay for 
their tuition,” Bermudo said. “It’s a good 
career move while you’re still in school.”

In 2012, UF had 186 students using the 
service, she said. 

That number rose by about 57 percent 
in 2013. 

Currently 292 students at UF have sugar 
daddies paying for their school expenses.

Bermudo said that increased popular-
ity is due to “word of mouth between stu-
dents.”

While the number of sugar babies is 
growing at UF and across the nation, not 

all students see the benefits of getting a 
sugar daddy.

Alexa Tsongranis, a 20-year-old UF psy-
chology and advertising sophomore, said 
she was surprised that her school ranked 
No. 21 on this list.

“My father would kill me first,” said 
Tsongrani. “If I needed the money that 
bad, I would get a job.” 

Rachel Reardon, a 22-year-old UF mul-
timedia journalism graduate student, said 
she thinks that a website like this is use-
ful.

“I feel like a lot of people would say its 
sexist, but it’s a woman exercising her own 
choice to take an option that is out there,” 
Reardon said.

Reardon said people are using this web-
site because college is very expensive.

“I’m incredibly broke, so that sounds 
good,” Reardon said jokingly. “What’s the 
name of the website again?” 

UF ranks No. 21 on list of fastest-growing sugar baby schools

� YANKEES WORKOUTS START IN 
FEBRUARY.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

TAMPA — New York Yankees shortstop 
Derek Jeter has resumed on-field work for the 
first time since his 2013 season was cut short.

The Yankees captain hit off a tee in a batting 
cage and fielded 108 grounders on the grass in 
front of the infield dirt Monday at the Yankees 
minor league complex.

Jeter, who turns 40 in June, was limited to 17 
games last year after breaking an ankle during 
the 2012 playoffs.

“I don’t think about it, and that’s a good 
thing,” Jeter said.

Jeter broke his left ankle Oct. 13, 2012, dur-
ing the AL championship series opener against 
Detroit. He was limited to five games and 11 
at-bats during spring training last year, stayed 
behind in Florida when the team broke camp 
for rehabilitation and broke the ankle again in 
April during rehabilitation.

“It’s good to have a normal offseason and 
get some work in,” Jeter said. “Everything is 
normal now.”

Jeter missed the first 91 games of the 2013 
season, then felt pain in his right quadriceps 
when he returned July 11. He went back on 
the DL, returned July 28 for three games, then 
strained his right calf.

Back in the lineup on Aug. 26, he played 
through Sept. 7, when he left for a pinch runner 
after singling against Boston. While scans of the 
left ankle were negative, the Yankees said four 
days later his season was over. Jeter wound up 
hitting .190 (12 for 63) with one homer and sev-
en RBIs, playing 13 games at shortstop and four 
at designated hitter.

Jeter normally begins baseball activities in 
mid-Janaury in preparation for spring training.

Yankees pitchers, catchers and injured play-
ers start workouts Feb. 15, with the rest of the 
team beginning five days later.

Post-injury Derek 
Jeter works out 
on-field in Tampa

STATE

Man killed in movie texting dispute mourned

Top 20 fastest growing sugar baby 
schools based on number of new 

sign-ups:
1. University of Central Florida - 474 
2. Arizona State University - 409
3. New York University - 347
4. Georgia State University - 269        
5. Temple University - 251
6. University of Colorado - 232
7. Kent State University - 219
8. University of Southern California - 211 
9. University of California, Davis - 192
10. Texas State University - 189
11. University of Georgia - 185
12. Florida International University - 184 
13. University of South Florida - 171
14. University of Arizona - 165
15. University of California, Berkeley - 153 
16. University of New Mexico - 148
17. Tulane University - 137
18. Indiana University - 122
19. Michigan State University - 117
20. Louisiana State University - 113

“The world lost a great guy.”
Saverio Mongelli

neighbor

Three Florida schools made top 20
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Be a part of something BIG

 G I V E  B l o o d .
Over 1,000 people gathered to form one of 
the largest human blood drop formations in 
the country. LifeSouth’s North Florida district 
needs just as many donors per week to meet 
the need of our  community hospitals.

Be a part of something big and give blood today. 

For more information, 
call 888.795.2707 
or visit www.lifesouth.org.

Photo by Photography 35

Connecting our donors to our patients

� THE PROJECT WILL 
COST $500,000.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SANFORD — A central 
Florida airport wants to in-
stall artifi cial turf to deter 
birds from hanging around 
the planes.

Sanford International 
Airport offi cials say birds 
cause problems for dozens of 
planes each year. One jet had 
to make an emergency land-
ing after a bird fl ew into one 
of its engines.

In 2012, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration spent 
more than $100,000 on air 
cannons to scare away birds. 
Airport offi cials tell WFTV 
they now want to take a qui-
eter approach.

Offi cials say artifi cial turf 
doesn’t retain water or food, 
so the birds won’t want to 
hang around the airport.

Three acres of the fake 
grass have been proposed 
for the north side of the air-
port at a cost of more than 
$500,000. Airport offi cials 
plan to fi nalize the project 
next month.

Sanford airport 
hopes fake grass 
will keep birds away 

LOCAL

KRISTIA WATKINS
Alligator Contributing Writer

Indecisive restaurant-goers now 
have an eatery in Gainesville with 
a menu that takes the hassle out of 
choosing. 

Five Bar opened last week in the 
former Smokehouse location at 104 
S. Main St. It features a menu with 
only fi ve snacks, fi ve entrees and 
fi ve drinks from fi ve different cat-
egories of alcohol. 

The new location is the fourth in 
the restaurant family that also has 
locations in Tuscaloosa, Birming-
ham and Athens.

Each location has menu offer-
ings that are unique to its city. For 
example, the Gainesville restaurant 
offers a glazed shrimp dish while 
the Tuscaloosa restaurant serves ol-
ive cheese bites.

“We like to keep it simple, but 
we like to keep it good at the same 
time,” said server Kim Vacca, a 
21-year-old UF sustainability and 
the built environment senior.

Five Bar co-founder Charles 

Morgan opened his fi rst restau-
rant, Harbor Docks, in Destin, said 
Gainesville Five Bar general man-
ager Ben Janca.

This kind of dining started in 
2011 in Tuscaloosa, Janca said. Own-
ers wanted to simplify the menu for 
their patrons. 

The company also has a charity 
program called American Lunch, 
which has a food truck that travels 
around to different cities to feed the 
homeless, Janca said.  

The restaurant lets the food and 
the atmosphere speak for itself, he 
said.

“We put together what we think 
is a cool place that’s eye-appealing. 
Then you walk in, and you have this 

atmosphere and this meal that’s not 
typical,” he said about the restau-
rant, decorated with chandeliers, 
an open-wood ceiling and local art-
work. 

Its location in downtown 
Gainesville gives the restaurant the 
best diversity of people, he added.

“There are always … city offi -
cials, young professionals, doctors, 
lawyers, service industry workers  
and everything in between,” Janca 
wrote in an email. “We try to make 
a common ground that everyone en-
joys and can take part of.”

Janca said the restaurant also 
offers a New Orleans-style brunch 
with a live jazz band playing every 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Courtney Lehan, a 19-year-old 
UF health science sophomore, said 
she decided to visit the restaurant 
when she went downtown for din-
ner. Lehan said she enjoyed her en-
tree: bacon-wrapped shrimp stuffed 
with crabmeat.

“The food here is worth the risk 
of trying a new restaurant,” Lehan 
said.

Restaurant brings options to downtown

“We put together what we 
think is a cool place that’s 
eye-appealing. Then you 
walk in and you have this 

atmosphere and this meal 
that’s not typical.”

Ben Janca
Gainesville Five Bar general manager
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BUY IT. SELL IT. FIND IT. 373-FIND

Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

2 BLOCKS FROM UF!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

4-23-72-1

COLLEGE ROOMS STARTING AT
$400.00 MONTH, 1/1, 2/2, 3/2's
UTILITIES INCLUDED NO MOVE IN COST. 
WE DO SEMISTER LEASING
Frances 352-375-8787 Rent Florida Realty    
2-7-13-150-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

1BR APT $395/mo
Small pet ok.  Call 352-372-1201 or 352-213-
3901    4-23-14-72-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dryer 
included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 352-538-2181 lv message    
4-23-14-72-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-5-14-168-2 

Now leasing 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th Street. 1BR/$475, 
2BR/$595. Call 335-7066, visit us on Facebook 
or Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  4-23-14-
72-2

 

Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some w/ enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, BRs carpeted. DW, W/D 
hk-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus rte, some 
walk to UF. Sec 8 accepted 352-332-7700   
4-23-14-72-2

● Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$460 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!

● 3/1 HOUSE 1100 sq ft
 2036 NW 31st Pl. $800/mo

No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

1-31-14-17-2

HISTORIC APTS Downtown Pleasant St 
Historic District. 1-3BRs. Ceiling fans, porch-
es, wd flrs, some w/ W/D. ALSO we have 2 & 
3BR homes. Cats ok, no dogs. 1st, last, sec. 
aprleve@aol.com Call/text 352-538-1550    
1-31-14-63-2

1, 2, & 3BRs. Tile in LR, kitchen & bathrooms 
& bedrooms. Hardwood floors, cent A/C, ceil-
ing fans, W/D hook-ups. Several locations, 
some walk to UF. Starting at $450/mo. Must 
See! Call 352-215-7780    4-23-14-72-2

PET’S PARADISE
$390 - $650. No app or pet fee.
1 & 2BR, privacy fenced. SW. 352-331-2099    
1-27-14-21-2

4BR HOME $950
1BR COTTAGE $495
Small pet ok. 352-372-1201 or 352-213-3901     
2-4-14-21-2

Quality Single Family Homes
Within walking or biking distance to campus.
Available August 1st, 2014. 352-339-2342.
See gainesvillequalityrentalhouses.com    
1-24-14-14-2

AVAILABLE NOW - REDUCED
3 large rooms with private baths in large 
quiet house. Perfect for grad students. 5 min 
to UF. Laundry facilities available. $450/mo/
rm. Share utilities. Call 850-281-7174    2-3-
14-20-2

*****1BR/ 1BA Downtown*****
$425mo walk to Santa Fe downtown campus

and close to UF main campus. Near bus 
and pets ok. Call Russell 305-307-9301

1-22-14-7-2

$525 Mo. Quiet, grad students preferred, 1 
block from Shands and campus; 1BR/1BA 
downstairs, carpet/tile, W/D on premises, 
pool. 352 284 3873; postj@bellsouth.net    

CUTE 2BR/1BA COTTAGE near Duckpond. 
Cent AC/H, W/D hook-up. Fenced yard. 1105 
NE 10th Place.  $625/mo. Owner/REALTOR 
352-262-4546    1-31-14-16-2

AVAILABLE AUG 1ST. 4BR/2BA Nice house. 
Quiet street. Washer/dryer provided, privacy 
fenced yard. 1330 NW 39th St. 352-339-
2342, text or call. More houses at gaines-
villequalityrentalhouses.com    1-24-14-14-2

Studio apartment perfect for UF student Very 
close to campus next to presidents house off 
University Ave. Can furnish. Available Now. 
Call 352-377-2930 for info.    1-22-14-8-2

AVAILABLE AUG 1.  3BR/1BA Very nice 
house. Washer/dryer provided, dishwasher, 
wood floors, very private backyard 924 NW 
9th Ave, 9 blks to UF $110/mo 352-339-
2342. gainesvillequalityrentalhouses.com    
1-24-14-5-2

WALK TO UF
Live in prestigious Jackson 
Square. 2 BR condos avail. 
$1300-$1600 mo. 352-505-5049
6-16-14-74-2

8 BLOCKS TO UF
Spacious 2BR/1BA, island
kitchen. Plenty of parking!
$675 mo. 352-505-5049
6-19-14-74-2

Don’t get stuck with an extra rent payment. 
Advertise your subleases in the Alligator 
Classifieds and save yourself some cash. 
Call 373-FIND.

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

AVAILABLE NOW - REDUCED
3 large rooms with private baths in large 
quiet house. Perfect for grad students. 5 min 
to UF. Laundry facilities available. $450/mo/
rm. Share utilities. Call 850-281-7174    2-3-
14-20-4

LAKEFRONT HOUSE. 2 miles east of down-
town. 3/2, nice kitchen, laundry, garage, 24' 
x 36' screened room. $400 Quiet neighbor-
hood. Call Dave 352-281-2200    2-12-14-
16-4

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
4-23-72-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 will 
deliver.      4-23-14-72-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        4-23-14-72-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        4-23-14-72-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   4-23-72-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
4-23-72-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       4-23-14-72-6

Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus On-Line Auctions●
are underway…bikes, computers, furniture,
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in
bidding go to: SURPLUS.UFL.EDU 392-0370
4-23-14-72-10

Guitars and Musical Instruments
New, Used and Factory Refurbished
Check Us Out Before You Buy or Sell!!
Leonardo's Music, Micanopy, FL
352-450-0928 Leonardos302.com
4-23-14-72-10

  
Party Supplies: Complete line of Bar 
Supplies, glassware, Liquor Pours,  Shakers, 
Professional Cooking Utensils.
R.W. Beaty Co. 1120 N. Main St.,  Gainesville
352-448-3433    beatyequip@aol.com    4-23-
14-72-10

HORSES & GOATS
FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925      4-23-72-10

Sunday, January 26th 12-4pm.
Tickets at TheFloridaBridalExpo.com

1-24-14-13-10

BOOKS: Changes may be genetically en-
gineered, outside us or inside us, with or 
without our consent. WONDERS AND 
TRAGEDIES, a science fiction novel, is by 
Alan Kovski. Available via Amazon.com  
2-12-14-20-10

BOOKS: The future may be beautiful, ter-
rible, bewildering. People will have to deal 
with it somehow. REMEMBERING THE 
FUTURE: science fiction stories by Alan 
Kovski. Available via Amazon.com  2-12-14-
20-10

BOOKS: After global catastrophe, how will 
we rebuild our world? What vision will we fol-
low? And who will corrupt it? WILDERNESS, 
a science fiction novel, is by Alan Kovski. 
Available via Amazon.com  2-12-14-20-10

Gotta Have It Food Truck For Sale!
Includes griddle, fryers, grill, fridge,new tires, 
new Honda EU6500i generator, new water 
pump,shocks,new brake system,and more. 
$30,000 352-215-8705    1-21-2-10

 

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

4-23-14-72-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★

Great Scooters, Service & Prices!
118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271

Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com
facebook.com/newscooters4less

4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
4-23-14-72-11

★★★★Road Rat Motors★★★★

Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $999. 1-2yr 
warranties with roadside assistance includ-
ed. 376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com   4-23-
14-72-11

Road Rat Motors offers FREE pickup service 
for any paid scooter repair. LOWEST labor 
rate, quickest turnaround in town! Will repair 
ANY brand scooter. Free estimates. 376-
6275. RoadRatMotors.com    4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

4-23-14-72-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   
4-23-14-72-11

★★★  WWW.SWAMPCYCLES.COM  ★★★

Scooters & Motorcycles ● Sales & Service 
Quality, Experienced, Certified Technicians.

Close to Campus, Lowest Prices.
633 NW 13th St. 352-373-8823

4-23-72-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

CARS - CARS Buy●Sell●Trade
Clean BMW, Volvo, Mercedes
Toyota, Honda, Nissan cars

3432 N Main St. www.carrsmith.com
CARRSMITH AUTO SALES 373-1150

4-23-72-12

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●

 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
4-23-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
$0 DOWN!!!
6 MONTHS SAME AS CASH
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!
352-338-1999     4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES.
DOWN PAYMENT DEFERRED
UNTIL TAX SEASON!!!
6 MONTHS SAME AS CASH
352-375-9090    4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN
OVER 150 VEHICLES IN STOCK
CARS, TRUCKS, SUVS, & VANS
352-375-9090       4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTALS
ALL VEHICLES 2014
3630 N. MAIN ST.
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090    4-23-72-12
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96 Olds Achieva $1500
98 Nissan Altima $1900
99 Infiniti $1000
95 Grand Marquise $900
352-338-1999  4-23-72-12

03 Honda Civic $7999
06 Hyundai Sante Fe $8999
04 Nissan Sentra $6999
03 Silverado $7999
352-375-9090   4-23-72-12

02 Suzuki XL7 $6999
05 Toyota Corolla $8999
04 Volvo S40 $8999
05 Toyota Highlander $11,999
352-375-9090    4-23-72-12

Your roommate hasn’t done the dishes in 
How long?! Find a better dishwasher in the 
Alligator Classifi eds.

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call Steve 352-771-6191   
4-23-14-72-12

Another Saturday night without a date?
Read The Alligator.

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

GOLD ★ GEMS ★ ETC
Free Appraisals ★ Top Cash or Trade

40 years in Business
OZZIE 352-318-4009

4-23-72-13

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
4-23-72-13

The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

St. Francis House is a homeless shelter
and soup kitchen located in downtown
Gainesville, and we are looking for help

from volunteers like you.
St. Francis House depends on monetary 

support from individual donors and
community businesses in order to help feed

the homeless and the hungry.
If you are interested in volunteering,

please contact Stephanie Breval
at (352) 378-9079 or

sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com
To make a donation by mail,

please send checks payable to
St. Francis House
P.O. Box 12491

Gainesville, FL 32604

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-771-6191    
4-23-14-72-13

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti & 
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948 
1-24-14-72-13 

NO MONEY - NO MONEY - NO MONEY
MODELS WANTED
for local registry & photographic display. No 
exp necessary. Female/male. PT w/career 
opp for some. For interview call 352-363-8364    
1-22 14-3-13

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

RETAIL ADVERTISING MANAGER
FULL TIME POSTION

Sales driven person to train student sales
staff in outside newspaper advertising sales, 

emphasis on developing new business.
Motivator needed who works well with a

constantly changing staff.
Duties include training university students

in outside newspaper sales,
layout and copy writing. Must work well

within and meet daily deadlines.
Good organizational skills a must.

Newspaper ad sales background an advantage.
Modest salary, good benefits and
excellent working environment.

With resume, send cover letter that must
include salary requirements, to:

General Manager, The Independent Florida
Alligator, P.O. Box 14257, Gainesville, FL
32604 or email to tcarey@alligator.org.

No phone calls please. EOE

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    4-23-14-
72-14

STUDENT WORK AVAILABLE
Flex Sch/Resume Builder 

14.50 base/appt
CALL TODAY 352-505-9105

1-22-74-14

SBSG is a financial transcription company
offering part-time work.
- Create your own schedule
- Competitive Production-Based Pay
- Close to campus!
- Must be able to touch-type 65wpm
Apply Online: www.sbsgrp.com     12-3-14-
151-14

Camp Mataponi, a children's summer camp 
in Maine, has positions available in Land 
Sports, Waterfront (sailing, canoeing, kaya-
king, waterskiing) Ropes Course, Tennis, 
H.B. Riding, Arts & Crafts, Theater, Dance, 
Gymnastics, Video, Photography, Nurses, 
Maintenance, Cooking and more. Top sala-
ries plus room/board & travel provided. Call 
us today, 561-748-3684 or apply online at 
www.campmataponi.com.    2-7-14-24-14

Female college student needed as Tutor/
Driver M thru F 3:00p to 8:00p for 12 yr old, 
some late & weekend hours. Strong math 
& organization skills needed. Call 352-514-
8944    1-21-14-10-14

DOMINO"S HIRING
Delivery Experts & Assistant Managers & 
Future Managers. Drivers earn between $14-
$17 per hour. GMs earn 40K-50K+.  Apply at 
gatordominos.com    4-23-14-70-14

Do you PARTY?
Get paid to party with your friends!
Become a Brand Ambassador with SquadUP 
and get paid to go to parties, by using
www.squadup.com!               2-14-14-25-14

ATTN SMOKERS!!!!
Univ of Florida Smoking Lab needs you to 
participate in a study assessing effects of dif-
ferent activities on craving, withdrawal, and 
smoking. Call Allison at 336-406-3706 or 
email uflsmokelab@gmail.com   1-24-10-14

BEST PART-TIME JOB IN GATOR NATION
3 Miles from Campus
$11.25/ Hr to Start | $12-$15 After Training
Flexible Schedule | Ideal for Students
Call Today (352) 264- 0044     2-20-13-28-
14

Become a part of our Web services team. 
Seeking an individual experienced in using 
HTML, CSS, Java Script and WordPress. 
Must possess the ability to create a visu-
ally appealing websites that adheres to the 
standards and usability guidelines ensuring 
web presences are accessible and useable 
to all groups including those with disabilities. 
Skilled in recognizing computer system de-
ficiencies and implementing effective solu-
tions a plus.

Our team manages the UF home Web page. 
The individual must be able to provide web 
assistance to UF Information Technology 
and support units campus wide.

Minimum of 10 hrs/week with salary of 
$15.00. If interested, please contact Kim 
Standifer at standik@ufl.edu.      2-3-14-14

New Horizons Hiring Event
1/27/14 at 9:00 a.m. $10hr + commission & 
leadership opportunities call Larina for de-
tails 352-642-1987    1-28-14-10-14

OFFICE ASSISTANT
Knowledge of bookkeeping, Quickbooks ac-
counting software. Flexible schedule. $8/hr 
Email resume ASAP, your specific skills to 
officegnv@gmail.com    1-24-14-8-14

★★★MARTIAL ARTS INST WANTED!★★★

For growing TKD school in Gainesville.
Friendly, energetic person.

Experience preferred.
Leave message at (352)375-0700

1-21-14-5-14

Tutor for middle school child needed M-Th 
from 4-6pm in our home (Jonesville area). 
Help with keeping organized and on track 
with assignments, some math tutoring need-
ed as well 352-514-7772   1-22-14-5-14

SAY:

"I FOUND IT IN
THE ALLIGATOR!"



12, ALLIGATOR § TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2014

Summer Jobs
·         $2400 for 8 weeks
·         Co-ed camp
·         Room and Board included
Get Paid to Play!
The Florida Elks Youth Camp (FEYC) needs 
male and female camp counselors ages 18 
and up. FEYC is an over-night camp located 
in Umatilla, FL. The camp runs June 9th – 
August 2nd. Please contact Krys Ragland at 
352 455-4267 or Krys@feyc.org.    4-23-14-
64-14

Wanted Accounting MAC students CPA Firm 
needs data input ,payroll, quickbooks.book 
keeping and exper tax preparers.Full/Part 
Staff or interns. More experience more $$$ 
Start today. resume 352-337-0040    1-24-
14-5-14

SAY:

"I FOUND IT IN
THE ALLIGATOR!"

Child Care Teachers Needed
VPK Assistant/Afterschool Teacher
M-F 9:00am-6:30pm
Experience and 40 hour child care training 
course preferred.
$8-9 per hour: Call 352-375-8900    1-28-14-
7-14

ITC Defense seeking reliable students for 10 
hrs/wk @ $8/hr. Great resume builder doing 
government contract research & social me-
dia strategy. Send resumes to:
ITCStudent@ITCDefense.com    1-31-14-
10-14

Very busy optometry practice seeking de-
tail oriented team member who is able to 
multi- task and is great with people. This is 
a part time position. Please do not reply if 
not able to work the hours listed. $9.00 per 
hour.  Monday 9-4, Tuesday 9-4, Wednesday 
1-7, Thursday- 9-4 Please email resume to 
staff@starlingeyegroup.com    .1-24-14-5-14

Looking for experienced WordPress devel-
oper to provide support for amazing new 
product. Flexible hours. Great pay. Send 
email to scott@theme.co    1-30-14-8-14

Sun Country Sports 
s hiring P/T gymnastics coaches

for all ages & levels. Coaching exp. required. 
Submit app @

www.suncountrysports.com/jobs.html.
1-27-14-5-14

Looking for Emergency Alarm Operators.
Similar to 911 dispatching. Ability to work fast 
paced. This is an as needed position. Clean 
background check. Inquire to ddamiano@
cpss.net    2-28-14-30-14

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

IMPORT AUTO REPAIR. BMW, Mercedes, 
Porsche, Volvo, VW, Honda, Toyota, Nissan, 
Mazda. Quality craftsmanship, reasonable 
prices, near UF, AAA approved 378-7830 
www.carrsmith.com   4-23-72-15

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  4-23-14-72-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
4-23-72-15

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiLegal.com
Private Experienced Affordable  4-23-72-15

Want to be a CNA?       Don’t want to wait?
Express Training Services now offers a 
CNA class which can be completed in one 
weekend.  Perfect for busy college students.   
www.expresstrainingservices.com/ww   4-23-
14-67-15

Topseed Tennis & Soccer - Racquet restring-
ing within the hour. Same day, next day svcs 
avail. Noone beats our prices or work quality. 
Do your research. If we recommend a racquet 
& you don't like it we give you credit. 372-2257    
1-27-5-15

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

4-23-72-16

Topseed Tennis & Soccer - Racquet stringing, 
customizing, string prices from $12.99 Lowest 
prices in Central FL. If you find a lower price 
you get 10% off the lowest price you find. Call 
Topseed at 352-372-2257 open 10-7    1-27-
5-16

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
4-23-72-18

 

Want to make a connection?
Place your ad here to look for someone to 
share a common interest with or for your true 
love 

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!

FREE KOBUDO WEAPON CLASS
Limited Enrollment
Req - 6 Kyu or higher
SENSEI Norris at
yoshukai62@gmail.com    1-23-14-10-20

Sunday, January 26th 12-4pm.
Tickets at TheFloridaBridalExpo.com

1-24-13-4-20

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

● Rocky Creek Paintball ●
In Gainesville ● It's a Blast!

Call 371-2092
4-23-14-72-21

Topseed Tennis & Soccer - We have top qual-
ity tennis shoes, soccer shoes, strings and 
other accessories. Please check our prices 
before you buy online. We beat all prices or 
10% off lowest price. Call us 372-2257    1-27-
14-5-21

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad in 
the classifieds to find trip arrangements or 
show off your bus and shuttle service. 373-
FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

FOUND PERSONAL NOTES
"You" "Me"
in parking lot at Alligator, Friday morning. 
Please call 352-373-3463 8am-5pm Tues-Fri 
or email elight@alligator.org to arrange for 
confidential return.
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Florida picked up a 
verbal commitment from  
a former South Florida 
recruit. Read the story 
on page 14.

Gator stars in CONCACAF tournament
UF freshman forward Savannah Jordan was named to the CONCACAF 
U-20 Tournament’s Best 11 team after she scored fi ve goals in the United 
States’ fi ve wins. The USA team will advance to the World Cup in August.

  LANDON WATNICK
 Alligator Staff Writer @LandonWatnick

   Prior to Florida’s 68-61 win at 
Auburn on Saturday, coach Bil-
ly Donovan listed Casey Prather 
as active but doubted his senior 
forward would play much.

  The original plan was to 
have Prather, who had missed 
Florida’s last two contests with 
a bone bruise in his right knee, 
come off the bench and log lim-
ited minutes. 

  But after he saw Prather 
moving well and dominating 

offensively against the Tigers in 
the fi rst half, Donovan made a 
different call. 

  “I told our team before the 
game that, with him being back, 
we’re not going to put pressure 
on him for him to come back 
to the form he was at maybe a 

week or two ago, just because 
his rhythm and those type of 
things,” Donovan said. 

  “But that all went out of the 
window at the end of the fi rst 
half when he had 16 (points), so 
he was clearly going to play a 
lot more minutes.”

  Prather fi nished with 21 
points on 8-of-10 shooting, a 
5-of-7 clip from the free-throw 
line and six rebounds in 29 min-
utes off the bench. He was quick 
off his step against Auburn and 
did not look hampered by his 
injury 

  “My knee felt great,” Prather 
said. “I didn’t really notice any 
pain at all.”

  Prather subbed into the 
game about three minutes into 
the fi rst half and immediately 
made an impact. On his fi rst of-
fensive possession, the 6-foot-6 
senior took a feed from Patric 
Young down the lane and sunk 
a hook shot.

  “I wasn’t really thinking 
Ryan Jones / Alligator Staff

Casey Prather attempts a free throw against South Carolina on Jan. 8 in the O’Connell Center. 
Prather scored 21 points against Auburn after recovering from a bone bruise in his right knee.

 Prather returns with strong showing off bench

By now, you’ve probably read 
about or listened to Seattle 
Seahawks cornerback Richard 

Sherman’s controversial postgame 
comments following his team’s 23-17 
win in the NFC Championship over 
the San Francisco 49ers on Sunday 
night. 

 If not, how 
comfy is that 
rock you’ve 
been hiding 
under?

  For those 
who don’t 
know, Sher-
man went on 

an epic rampage during his postgame 
interview with FOX sideline reporter 
Erin Andrews after the biggest play 
of his career — a defl ection of a pass 
intended for 49ers receiver Michael 
Crabtree in the end zone that fell into 
the hands of Seattle linebacker Mal-
colm Smith to seal to game. 

When Andrews asked Sherman af-
ter the game’s defi ning play, he went 
off the tracks.

  Sherman labeled himself as “the 
best corner in the game” and rubbed a 
container’s worth of Morton Salt into 
Crabtree’s wounds, calling his nem-
esis a “sorry receiver.” 

“Don’t you ever talk about me,” 
Sherman exclaimed, referring to Crab-
tree. 

Then, Andrews followed up by ask-
ing: “Who was talking about you?”

 And Sherman kept going.
  “Crabtree,” Sherman said. “Don’t 

you open your mouth about the best, 
or I’m going to shut it for you real 
quick.”

  Sherman then ended his interview 
by shouting “L.O.B.,” an acronym for 
the Seahawks defense’s nickname Le-
gion of Boom. 

  Seconds following Sherman’s com-
ments, social media unsurprisingly 
exploded, and plenty of hate was di-
rected Sherman’s way. 

Sherman 
OK by me

  GORDON STREISAND
 Alligator Writer @GordonStreisand

   Rebounding and foul trouble are again 
leading the Gators down a dark path. 

  In Sunday’s 68-62 loss to Georgia, Flor-
ida was taken to the woodshed, getting 
outrebounded by a margin of 20 — the 
second straight game in which the Gators 
were outrebounded by 20 or more.

  “Obviously, we’re very disappointed 
in the way we played in the second half 
and the way that we rebounded the entire 
game, but that’s just our battle to fi ght,” 
coach Amanda Butler said. 

  “We’re obviously giving up a little 
bit of size and that’s what makes the box 
outs that much more important. Winning 
the rebounding battle is important, but 
as long as it’s close, it’s always going to 
swing one way or the other … I was just 

really disappointed. I thought there were 
a lot of hustle-play balls, long rebounds 
and things like that that we could have 
tracked down. They did a really good 
job of converting those balls into points. 
That’s something that we put in the cat-
egory of preventable plays.”

  Added senior 
Jaterra Bonds: 
“Ultimately, it 
was the second-
chance points and 
points off of turn-

overs. They had 16 points off of turn-
overs and 22 second-chance points, and 
they killed us in both categories.”

  The Gators’ leading rebounder on 
Sunday was freshman Ronni Williams, 
who tallied eight boards. Williams was 
on her way to a double-double until she 

fouled out with fewer than fi ve minutes 
remaining in the game. 

  Down the stretch, Williams’ pres-
ence was missed. The Gators were out-
rebounded 11-3 in the game’s fi nal fi ve 
minutes. 

  All of Florida’s (13-5, 3-2 Southeastern 
Conference) losses have come when Wil-
liams fouls out. She has fouled out of 11 
games so far this season. 

  The Gators were in the lead for the 
majority of Sunday’s contest, which can 
be directly attributed to the 18 turnovers 
Georgia committed in the fi rst half. In 
that span, Florida committed nine. 

  “Florida came out and jumped on us, 
and we didn’t handle it well,” Georgia 
coach Andy Landers said. “It affected our 
pass-catch timing and shot selection and 

 Rebounds, fouls doom UF against UGA

LANDON PUNCHES

Landon Watnick
Twitter: @landonwatnick

UF Women’s 
Basketball

“Don’t you open your mouth 
about the best, or I’m gonna 

shut it for you real quick.”
Richard Sherman

Seattle Seahawks cornerback

SEE HOOPS, PAGE 15

SEE W-HOOPS, PAGE 15

SEE COLUMN, PAGE 15

“I told our team before 
the game that, with him 

being back, we’re not 
going to put pressure on 
him for him to come back 

to the form he was at 
maybe a week or two ago, 
just because his rhythm 

and those type of things.”
Billy Donovan

UF coach

Poll Results
Will the Florida men’s basketball 
team lose in the O’Connell Center 
this season?

31% YES
69% NO
74 total votes



  ERICA A. HERNANDEZ 
 Alligator Writer @EricaAlyssa 

  Two weeks into the 2014 gym-
nastics season, the Gators have 
already begun the uphill battle 

toward improvement. Florida 
improved to 2-0 after a road win 
against Auburn on Friday night, 
winning 197.075-196.225. 

  “They competed more aggres-
sively,” coach Rhonda Faehn said. 

“Especially, I feel they had more 
energy.”

  UF’s score against Auburn 
was .425 higher than the 196.65 
the team posted against UCLA 
during the season opener on Jan. 

11. With the victory, UF climbed 
from a tie for fourth to the No. 3 in 
the national team rankings. Okla-
homa and LSU are ahead of UF at 
No. 1 and No. 2, respectively. 

  Florida’s improvements were 
not only seen at the team level; in-
dividuals such as senior Macken-
zie Caquatto also made strides in 
the second meet of the year.

  After receiving one of the 
worst scores in Florida history 
against UCLA in fl oor (8.40), Ca-
quatto turned around to win the 
balance beam (9.95) event against 
Auburn.

  “She was thrilled,” Faehn said. 
“That’s what she’s really capable 
of doing. She just really lit up the 
fl oor.

“Last week was fl uky … it was 
nice to see her rebound.”

  Caquatto, who competed in 
all-around at UCLA, participated 
in every event except fl oor against 
Auburn.

  “She put in great routines; we 
could have easily competed her,” 
Faehn said. “We felt we maybe 
overwhelmed her in the fi rst 
meet.”

  Caquatto’s 9.925 on vault tied 
her collegiate best, which she set 
on Feb. 22, 2013, in a home meet 
against Kentucky. Faehn said her 
vault Friday was the best she has 
ever seen from Caquatto.

  “I feel we were more confi dent 
[Saturday],” Caquatto said in a 
release. 

“We had the fi rst meet of the 
season behind us … We were re-
ally loud and having fun. When 

we have fun, that’s when we do 
our best. The energy was high and 
that helped us perform our best.”

  Sophomore Bridget Sloan also 
tied her collegiate best on vault 
with a 9.95. Sloan secured wins in 
both uneven bars (9.925) and all-
around (39.700).

  “Her performance [Saturday] 
was on par with where she was 
at the national championship,” 
Faehn said.

  Freshman Silvia Colussi-Pe-
laez competed for the fi rst time 
with the Gators. Colussi-Pelaez 
exhibitioned fl oor (9.60) and un-
even bars (9.125), where she took 
a fall against UCLA. However, 
she improved to a 9.725 on fl oor 
in Auburn, Ala.

  “She did well enough at 
UCLA,” Faehn said. “She trained 
really well, so we wanted to give 
her the opportunity.”

  Claire Boyce, Florida’s other 
freshman, competed for the sec-
ond time in both balance beam 
and fl oor.

  While her balance beam re-
mained consistent with what 
she posted against UCLA (9.85), 
Boyce’s fl oor routine lost some 
spark between California and Ala-
bama. A fall during her fl oor rou-
tine turned the 9.825 she scored 
against UCLA into a meet low of 
9.125 on fl oor.

  “That was an odd fall on fl oor; 
that was unusual for her and I’m 
sure she’s not happy with it,” 
Faehn said. 

“Falls can be positive because 
you have to learn from [them].” 
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Alligator File Photo

Bridget Sloan performs her fl oor routine during Florida’s 198.10-196.85 win against Alabama on 
Feb. 8, 2013, in the O’Connell Center. Sloan won two events against Auburn on Saturday.

Gators improve on shaky opening meet against Tigers 
Sloan won uneven bars, all-around

RECRUITING

  MORGAN MORIARTY
 Alligator Writer @Morgan_Moriarty

  Three-star prospect Deiondre 
Porter out of Tampa Jefferson 
High verbally committed to UF 
on Monday night. 

  Porter received an offer from 
Florida last week, and as a result, 
he decommitted from USF. He 
took his offi cial visit to Gainesville 
last weekend and chose UF over 
USF, UCF and Miami. 

  After Porter’s decision, UF’s 
2014 class has 22 commits. The 
class is currently ranked seventh 
in the country, according to Ri-

vals.com. 
Barring further attrition, the 

Gators have four more scholar-
ships available. 

  Final rankings released: Ri-
vals released its fi nal top 100 play-
er rankings for 2014 on Monday. 
UF’s class currently has four com-
mits in the rankings, including 
quarterback Will Grier, defensive 
tackle Thomas Holley, defensive 
end Gerald Willis III and corner-
back Jalen Tabor.

  The rankings have several UF 
targets in them as well. 

Florida State verbal commit 

Treon Harris took an offi cial visit 
to Florida this weekend. 

Harris is the third-ranked du-
al-threat quarterback in the 2014 
class, and he will receive an in-
home visit from coach Will Mus-
champ on Tuesday. 

  Five-star athlete Adoree’ Jack-
son is the No. 6 recruit on the list. 
Jackson has offers from Florida 
State, Oregon, LSU and others. 
Jackson could wind up at UF be-
cause of its powerhouse track pro-
gram, which has won fi ve titles in 
three seasons. 

  Jackson is highly interested in 

pursuing a track 
career while at-
tending college. 
He currently 
does not have 
any offi cial vis-
its scheduled for 
the rest of the 
month. 

  Offensive tackle Damian Prince 
is the No. 20 prospect in the fi nal 
100, and  running backs coach Bri-
an White visited him last week. 

Prince took an offi cial visit to 
South Carolina this past weekend, 
and he will take his fi nal offi cial 

visit to Gainesville on Jan. 31 — 
just fi ve days before National 
Signing Day. Prince is the No. 2 
offensive tackle recruit in the 2014 
class. 

Defensive end   Lorenzo Carter, 
the No. 36 prospect in the nation, 
is the last UF target in the fi nal 100 
ranking. Carter visited LSU this 
weekend, and he will take his last 
offi cials to FSU and Georgia. 

New UGA defensive coordina-
tor Jeremy Pruitt, hired from FSU 
last week, could have an advan-
tage having recruited him while 
in Tallahassee. 

 Former South Florida commit switches to Florida after getting offer

Porter



it led to 18 turnovers in the first 
half. That was ugly. That was re-
ally ugly. The second half, we did 
a much better job of that. By vir-
tue of taking care of the ball, we 
had opportunities to shoot and 
score and overcome the lead.”

And when the Bulldogs 
cleaned up, the Gators wilted, 
getting outscored 44-32 in the 
second half. 

“You have to give Georgia a lot 
of credit for the way they played, 
the way they shot the ball,” Butler 
said. “They did some things that 
were a little bit outside of their 
scouting report and what they’ve 
done to this point. You have to 
give them a lot of credit for hit-
ting big shots, making plays and 
taking advantage of the things 
where we had weaknesses where 
they were very strong.”

Georgia was sharp from be-
yond the arc on Sunday, shooting 
36.4 percent compared to Flori-
da’s 21.4 percent. 

The Gators had a better over-
all shooting percentage, com-
mitted less turnovers and forced 
more steals on Sunday, but the 
Bulldogs bested them the char-
ity stripe and, ultimately, on the 
scoreboard. 

“For us, which is what we’re 
most concerned with, we just 
need to put together 40 min-
utes of tough play with no gaps 
in that toughness,” Butler said. 
“Nobody is going to play flaw-
less, but we’ve got to have a lot 
more battle and a lot more heart 
and the way we pursue the ball 

is really, really important. But, 
you’re also playing in the SEC, 
in the best league in the country 
and you don’t have much time to 

sit around and cry about this one 
because there’s another big one 
that’s coming. That’s just life at 
this time of year.”about it at that moment, but 

I’m glad it went in,” Prather 
said. 

“At the same time, I was 
just trying to stay humble and 
not rush things or try to do too 
much.”

In his first 10 minutes on 
the floor, Prather went 5-of-5 
shooting for 14 points as the 
then-No. 7 Gators (15-2, 4-0 
Southeastern Conference) led 
by 13 points.

Although Prather went qui-
et offensively during the final 
five minutes of Saturday’s con-
test, his performance early put 
Florida in a position to win. 

Frazier struggles in victory: 
A game after his career scoring 
night, sophomore guard Mi-
chael Frazier II finished with 
perhaps his worst shooting 
performance as a Gator. 

Frazier followed up his 
21-point performance on 
7-of-16 shooting in Florida’s 
72-50 win against Georgia on 
Tuesday with a scoreless af-

fair Saturday against Auburn. 
The sophomore missed both of 
his three-point attempts in the 
first half and committed two 
turnovers in only 19 minutes 
on the floor.

During the game’s final 6:08, 
Frazier logged only 28 seconds 
on the court as the team went 
with a backcourt lineup fea-
turing point guards Kasey Hill 
and Scottie Wilbekin.

“He’s got to find different 
ways to move,” Donovan said. 
“He’s got to be able to play the 
game without shooting it. We 
tried to do some things to get 
him some shots. 

“The first shot was an air-
ball and the second shot he 
missed. And then, you could 
just see that he was mentally 
taken out of the game. He’s got 
to realize that he can’t play the 
game waiting for his next shot. 
He’s done such a good job de-
fensively for us really all year 
long, but this is a game where 
I thought he had some lapses 
defensively and really had a 
hard time defending. 

“But as a young guy and 
a sophomore, understanding 
when coming off a big game, 
you almost have to be that 
much more mentally prepared, 
because you know you’re go-
ing to see another team’s best 
because they’re not going to let 
you take that many threes.”  
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Cassie Peoples attempts a three-point shot against Georgia on Sunday 
in the O’Connell Center. UGA outscored UF by 12 in the second half.

AP Photo

Seattle cornerback Richard Sherman (25) hits the ball away from San Francisco receiver 
Michael Crabtree (15) during the NFC Championship game on Sunday in Seattle.

Postgame interview showed 
cornerback’s passion, intensity

In an instant, he became a villain — and 
Twitter became a Denver Broncos fan.

But I don’t get why people are vilifying 
Sherman. Although his postgame remarks 
were wild and somewhat uncivilized, they 
were incredibly refreshing. 

How could you not love an athlete for ex-
pressing his raw emotion after possibly the 
biggest moment of his entire career?

In most postgame interviews, clichés 
and contrived messages such as “take it one 
game at a time” and “just played hard for 
my teammates” are go-tos for athletes. Even 
some athletes who accomplish outstanding 
achievements, like winning Super Bowls 
or NBA titles, fall back on these empty re-
sponses when the buzzer sounds and the 
microphones and recorders are held to their 
faces.

At least Sherman tried to spice it up Sun-
day. You have to respect him for at least do-
ing that.

Unfortunately, many people now are go-
ing to jump on the We Hate Richard Sher-
man Bandwagon, and for a poor reason. The 
third-year corner out of Stanford has always 
been outspoken, and that quality has never 

adversely affected him or his team. 
We’re talking about a guy who once told 

Skip Bayless on live television, “I’m better at 
life than you,” after the First Take host ques-
tioned Sherman’s claim that he’s the best 
player in the league at his position. (Sure, 
that’s mean, but he may have a point.)

At least Sherman has backed up his 
cocky demeanor with his play during the 
past few seasons. I’m all for fiery comments 
that won’t hurt team morale or chemistry in 
the long run. If his teammates don’t have a 
problem with them, I don’t.

Monday, Sherman apologized for the 
remarks and attacking Crabtree. But we all 
know somebody in his ear told him what to 
say.

Regardless, what happened in the heat 
of the moment will forever live on and rep-
resent Sherman’s natural emotions after his 
team’s win. That’s why I love it when a guy 
like Sherman says something eye-popping 
but not too explicit or inappropriate during 
a postgame interview. 

You can’t criticize Sherman for being 
himself — especially when emotions are 
high after a big game.

As Sherman would say, “stop [complain-
ing] and [just] adapt.”

Column, from page 13

Gators fall despite first-half lead
w-hooPS, from page 13

hooPS, from page 13

Frazier goes cold in win

“[Frazier’s] got to find 
different ways to move. 
He’s got to be able to 
play the game without 
shooting it. We tried to 
do some things to get 

him some shots.”
Billy Donovan

UF coach
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San Francisco 49ers’ Colin Kaepernick fumbles as he is hit by Seattle Seahawks’ Cliff 
Avril during the second half of the NFC Championship game Sunday in Seattle.

  JORDAN MCPHERSON
 Alligator Writer @J_McPheson1126

  Dan Quinn has proved to be 
the 12th man for the Seahawks 
in his fi rst season as Seattle’s 
defensive coordinator.

  The fi rst-year Seahawks 
coach’s defense forced 49ers 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick 
into committing three turn-
overs late in Sunday’s game as 
Seattle punched its way into Su-
per Bowl XLVIII with its 23-17 
victory against San Francisco in 
the NFC Championship game.

  Quinn, Florida’s defensive 
coordinator from 2011-12, saw 
his defensive unit continue the 
dominance it displayed all sea-
son, limiting San Francisco to 
12 or fewer yards on seven of 
its 11 drives on Sunday.

  After a back-and-forth game 
through the fi rst three quarters, 
the Seahawks took their fi rst 
lead of the game with 13:44 left 
on the clock. Quinn’s defense 
took control from there.

  With the 49ers down by 
three points and fewer than 
eight minutes left in the game, 
Kaepernick threw a pass in-
tended for receiver Anquan 
Boldin that was intercepted by 
Seattle safety Kam Chancellor.

The Seahawks   would take 
four minutes off the clock and 
kick a fi eld goal on the ensuing 
possession to widen their lead 
to 23-17 with 3:37 remaining.

  With one chance left to win 
the game, Kaepernick looked 
poised. He orchestrated an 
eight-play, 60-yard drive to 
bring the 49ers to the Seahawks’ 
18-yard line. 

  But with 30 seconds left on 
the clock, Kaepernick dropped 
back and threw a deep pass to 
the right side of the endzone, 
looking for Michael Crabtree. 
Cornerback Richard Sherman 
defl ected the pass into the arms 
of linebacker Malcolm Smith, 
effectively ending the game.

  Since Quinn returned to 
the Seahawks after serving as 

their defensive line coach in 
2009 and 2010, Seattle’s defense 
has improved in almost ev-
ery statistical category. When 
the regular season ended, the 
Seahawks ranked fi rst in total 
yards (273.6) and total passing 
yards (172.0) allowed per game; 
they also led the NFL with 39 
turnovers — eight more than 
they forced in 2012.

  While working at Florida 
in between stints with Seattle, 
Quinn led the Gators to a top-
10 ranking in total defense and 
scoring defense in both 2011 
and 2012. The Gators gave up 
an average of 293.1 yards per 
game and 17.4 points per game 
during the two years he helmed 
the defense, numbers that in-
creased this season to 314.3 and 
21.1, respectively, for Florida.

  During Quinn’s tenure at 
UF, opposing defenses con-
verted only 29.1 percent of 
their third-down attempts; that 
number increased to 34 percent 
in 2013. 

Former UF coordinator leads Seattle defense to Super Bowl 

  LOGAN MCGUIRE
 Alligator Writer @loganjmcguire

  With two dual meets remaining this 
season and the Southeastern Conference 
Championships a month away for the 
No. 3 Florida men (6-0, 3-0 SEC) and No. 
8 women (4-2, 2-1 SEC), the season’s last 
head-to-head matchups are being used to 
gauge how Florida’s swimmers are racing 
and what fi nal adjustments are needed.

  “The two dress rehearsal meets at the 
end of the month will be real key for us: 
competing against Auburn here … at home 

and going to Tennessee,” coach Gregg Troy 
said. 

“Both those meets’ start times are the 
same times as the prelims at the NCAA and 
SEC meets, so it gives us a great chance to 
see how those folks will respond in good 
competition early in the day.”

  However, Troy stressed that the results 
from Florida’s next two meets are not draw-
ing his focus, making it clear he is sternly 
set on the conference championship on Feb. 
18 and national championship on March 
27. 

  He said nobody would remember the 
dual meets by the time SECs come around. 
But he is not letting his swimmers take 
those competitions easy.

  “Now, if we get 
someone qualifi ed 
at the meet, that’s 
real big. So, we’ve 

got a few people that haven’t qualifi ed,” 
Troy said. “And if you’re qualifi ed, then 
your preparation for the conference meet 
is a little different than your preparation if 
you haven’t qualifi ed.”

  The Gators have notched eight men’s 
and 13 women’s NCAA “A” cuts across 13 
different events, including every relay ex-
cept the men’s 200-yard freestyle relay and 

200-yard medley relay, guaranteeing those 
swimmers and relay squads a spot in the 
NCAA Championships.

  Senior Elizabeth Beisel has notched four 
“A” cuts — including one relay — leading 
the team for most individual qualifi cations 
at three. But with sophomore Sinead Russel 
and senior Ellse Zalewski swimming on all 
fi ve relays, the duo totals the most qualifi -
cations for the Gators with seven and six, 
respectively.

  On the men’s side, the powerhouse duo 
of senior Marcin Cieslak and redshirt senior 
Sebastien Rousseau continue to succeed 
with the postseason nearing. Rousseau and 
Cieslak both have four total “A” cuts to go 
with senior Brad deBorde’s two. 

 Gators looking ahead to conference-championship meet

GATORS IN THE NFL

UF Swimming

Florida has 21 combined ‘A’ cuts
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