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Unshaken
Shawama Jean-Gilles, 20, Sarasha Guillaume, 19, and Roldyne Dolce, 18, look onto a ceremony honoring Haitian earthquake 
victims. Monday marked the four-year anniversary of the disaster. Read the story on page 5.

� HER ESTRANGED HUSBAND LATER 
COMMITTED SUICIDE, POLICE SAY.

JENNA LYONS
Alligator Staff Writer jlyons@alligator.org

Gainesville Police is investigating both 
a suspected murder that took place early 
Monday in a parking garage at North Flor-
ida Regional Medical Center and a subse-

quent suicide.
At about 9 a.m., officers responded to a 

call reporting a dead woman on the third 
floor of the parking garage, according to a 
GPD news release.

Officers found 37-year-old Casey Renee 
Wilsey of Bronson, Fla., dead in her car, 
likely from a stab wound to her torso, ac-
cording to the release.

Police reported that Walker Gage 
Wilsey, 46, the woman’s estranged hus-

band, attacked Casey Renee Wilsey in her 
car sometime between 8:15 and 8:30 a.m. 
He then fled the scene in a pickup truck.

The department asked several Florida 
law enforcement agencies to check out the 
multiple addresses listed on file for Wilsey.

At about 3:30 p.m., the Daytona Beach 
Police Department discovered Wilsey dead 
at a home in Daytona Beach, according to 
the release. 

Police reported he committed suicide.
UF criminology senior C.J. Wittus said 

he was on his way to AT&T to meet his 
managers when he noticed something was 
off.

From 62nd Street to Interstate 75, “there 
was a cop on every single corner,” he said.

Woman found dead in local hospital parking garage

CAmpus

MONIQUE HERNANDEZ and
ELLEN KIRKNESS
Alligator Contributing Writers

As the demand for counseling services 
increases, the UF Counseling & Wellness 
Center has developed new ways to serve the 
needs of the Student Body.

The center’s administration officials in-
creased the number of individual annual 

counseling sessions by 
more than 350 to combat 
the demand, but they’ve 
also looked to technology 
to fill the gap.

CWC clinical psychol-
ogist Jennifer Alonso said 
the center typically has a 
waiting list twice a year. 
Midway through both the 

Fall and Spring semesters, counselors usual-

ly reach workload capacity and begin a wait-
ing list, which they try to cap at 50 students 
to ensure that everyone receiving treatment 
receives an adequate number of sessions.

“That is our gut problem,” associate di-
rector Shari Robinson said. “Once we get to 
the end of the semester, we get saturated. All 
of our counselors are completely full.”

She said the average full-time counselor 

UF counseling center balances demand, staff

SEAN STEWART-MUNIZ
Alligator Staff Writer sstewart-muniz@alligator.org

Students can expect to dole out ex-
tra cash for the upcoming Summer B 
semester after UF’s fee committee vot-
ed to increase student fees.

Jeanna Mastrodicasa, assistant vice 
president of student affairs for UF and 
chair of the university’s fee committee, 
said the activity and service fee was 
raised 84 cents, and the student health 
fee was raised 82 cents. The athletic fee 
wasn’t changed.

Mastrodicasa said 
the extra revenue from 
student fees is largely 
going toward raises 
for faculty. While 
some UF personnel 
are paid through state 
funding, salaries of 
employees at campus 

organizations like GatorWell and the 
Department of Recreational Sports are 
made up of fees.

For the first time in roughly six 
years, the university mandated that all 
staff receive raises, including a 3-per-
cent salary bump for auxiliary staff ef-
fective in October — but that meant the 
organizations had to come up with the 
cash on their own.

“It’s just the way that the money 
works,” Mastrodicasa said. “It’s part of 
running a business.”

Along with the required raises, she 
said fees were also raised because of a 

Student fees 
to increase 
this Summer 

see fees, pAge 4

see TherApy, pAge 4

“There was a cop on every single 
corner.”

C.J. Wittus
UF criminology senior

mastrodicasa

Alonso
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The Alligator strives to be 
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If you fi nd an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
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based exhibits year-round, 
sponsored by UF Student 
Government. The museum 
is located at 3215 Hull Road, 
just south of the Southwest 
Recreation Center in the UF 
Cultural Plaza. The museum 
is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday 
and from 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday.

See deceptive butterflies at the 
Florida Museum’s Butterfly 
Rainforest
Visit the Butterfly Rainforest 
exhibit at the Florida Museum 
of Natural History from Jan. 1 
through Feb. 14 to discover a 
variety of butterflies that de-
ceive to survive as part of the 
theme “Mimicry, the World 
of Deception.” Daily butter-
fly releases are held at 2 p.m. 
with additional weekend re-
leases at 3 and 4 p.m., weather 
permitting. UF students with 
a valid Gator 1 Card receive 
free admission.

CORRECTION
A photo caption in 
Monday’s Alligator
misidentified Boomer the pit-
bull, who is not a rescue or a 
adoptable dog, but actually a 
longtime pet.

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject 
line to kgriffis@alligator.org. 
To ensure publication in the 
next day’s newspaper, please 
submit the event before 5 
p.m. Please model your sub-
missions after above events 
and keep them 150 words or 
fewer. Improperly formatted 
“What’s Happening” submis-
sions may not appear in the 
paper. Press releases will not 
appear in the paper.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
“Goliath: Life and Loathing in 

Greater Israel”
Come out to Little Hall, Room 
121, at 5 p.m. to hear journal-
ist Max Blumenthal discuss 
his new book, “Goliath.” The 
event is hosted by UF Society 
of Professional Journalists.

Cinema Verde seeks eco-fair 
vendors 
Cinema Verde’s fifth annual 
Environmental Film and Arts 
Festival is seeking vendors 
for its eco-fair, which will be 
held on Feb. 15. The festival 
features more than 30 films 
on topics including food, wa-
ter, waste, energy, animals, 
sustainable life, business and 
government. Vendor appli-
cations and information are 
available online or via email 
at penny@cinemaverde.org.

Fourth Annual Run for Your 
Heart 5K
On Feb. 2, the American 
Pharmacists Association 
Academy of Student 
Pharmacists’ Operation Heart 
is hosting a 5K to encour-
age cardiovascular fitness 
in the community as part of 
American Heart Awareness 
Month. The run starts at 8 
a.m. at Westside Park, 1001 
NW 34th St. Registration is 
$15 before the race or $20 the 
morning of. All proceeds go 
toward the organization’s 
efforts to provide blood 
pressure and cholesterol 
screenings to the Gainesville 
community. For more reg-
istration information, go to 
the event’s Facebook page or 
email ASPOperationHeart@
gmail.com. 

High-end thrifts at an afford-
able price
Join Pledge 5 Foundation for 
cheese and wine at its grand 
opening of Thrift 5 Boutique 
Friday at 4 p.m. Thrift 5 
Boutique is a thrift store dedi-
cated to bringing you sec-
ond-hand, high-end antiques 
and artwork at an affordable 
price. The store is located at 
18b SW Second Ave. Hours of 
operation will be Wednesday 
through Saturday, 4 p.m. to 
midnight. For more informa-
tion, visit pledge5.org.

“Trouble the Waters” film 
screening and symposium
Producer and filmmaker Tia 
Lessin will present a public 
screening Wednesday of her 
film, “Trouble the Waters,” 
which focuses on the impacts 
of Hurricane Katrina, at Pugh 
Hall at 6 p.m. Following the 
movie, she will answer ques-
tions about the film’s creation 
and production as well as the 
social impacts of the hurricane 
in New Orleans and through-
out the Southeast. The event 
will be followed by a recep-
tion. She will also present a 
symposium about the issue at 
2:30 p.m. Wednesday at Ustler 
Hall.

Tin Can Tourists Rally
Tin Can Tourists is an all-

make-and-model vintage 
trailer and motor coach club. 
The open house will be held 
Saturday at Prairie Creek 
Lodge, 7204 SE County 
Road 234 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. It will be an opportu-
nity for the public to get an 
up-close look at classic trail-
ers. Entry is $5 per vehicle. 
Tin Can Tourists will donate 
the proceeds to the Alachua 
Conservation Trust.

Yulee Railroad Days vendor 
applications open
Vendors of handmade arts 
and crafts and entertain-
ers: Welcome to the annual 
Yulee Railroad Days, which 
will be held March 15 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For informa-
tion about applying to the 
festival, visit  sites.google.
com/site/archerhistorical-
society/home. The event 
is sponsored by the Archer 
Historical Society Inc.

Weekly Wellness Walk
Burn calories, get healthier 
and meet new people by 
joining the Weekly Wellness 
Walk at the Santa Fe College 
track on South Road near 
the baseball field. We’ll 
meet at 8 a.m. on Saturday 
mornings for the next nine 
weeks. There is no cost to 
participate and no age limit. 
We will start off with some 
aerobic and stretching ex-
ercises, a bottle of water 
and a few health tips. Call 
352-870-9100 for additional 
information. The event is 
sponsored by the Alachua 
County Medical Society and 
Alachua County Medical 
Alliance.

Backyard Birding Tour tickets
Tickets are now on sale 
for the Alachua Audubon 
Society’s Backyard Birding 
Tour. It will be held Feb. 8 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tickets 
cost $10 and are available 
at Wild Birds Unlimited at 
4212 NW 16th Ave. At the 
event, six of Gainesville’s 
premier backyard birding 
habitats will be open to the 
public. Local experts will 
be available at each site to 
discuss their successes in 
landscape, hardscape, water 
features and feeding tips, 
which will attract a variety 
of birds to their backyards. 
This event occurs during 
winter to coincide with the 
arrival of migratory species 
of birds.

UF students receive free 
admission to the Florida 
Museum
Students with a valid Gator 
1 Card now receive free 
admission to the Butterfly 
Rainforest and other fee-

Have an event planned?
Add it to the Alligator’s 

online calendar:
alligator.org/calendar
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Book Worm
Nick Arena, a 19-year-old UF accounting freshman, reads a textbook at Library West on Monday afternoon.

CAMPUS

JONATHAN ARNHOLZ
Alligator Contributing Writer

Despite a losing football season and rival 
Florida State University’s championship 
win, UF students, alumni and fans have 
turned to social media to strengthen the 
Gator Nation.

Using the hashtag #GatorFollowTrain, 
users have been reaching out to fellow 
Gators to gain Twitter followers and 
following others doing the same since the 
beginning of January. 

It is unclear where the trend began, 
but the effort to connect Gators gained 
exposure as prominent accounts like 

university athletes, Albert the Alligator 
and the offi cial UF Twitter account became 
involved. 

“It was one of the bigger social media 
things I’ve seen in a while in terms of a 
hashtag event,” said Bruce Floyd, UF social 
media specialist. “It was fun to actually be 
a part of that.”

Floyd, who runs the university’s Twitter 
account @UFlorida, said he tweeted “O hai 
#GatorFollowTrain!” when he fi rst noticed 
the trend, when Jan. 3.

He then continued to interact with users, 
asking how many followers people had 
gained so far and attempting to spread the 
movement to other social media platforms 

such as Instagram and Vine.
Floyd said he thinks the trend gained 

momentum when the UF account entered 
the discussion, thanks to the account’s 
prominence.

There have been more than 13,000 
tweets including the hashtag, according to 
Twitter analytics website Topsy.com. 

Lauren Moore, a 20-year-old UF public 
relations senior, began participating in the 

Gator Follow Train after she saw the UF 
account tweet about the trend. 

“I thought it was really cool to see 
everyone from around the world tweeting 
the Gator Follow Train because they’re 
Gator fans, or they are Gator alumni or 
Gator students or hopeful Gator students,” 
she said. 

Maya Iyyani, a 20-year-old UF 
psychology junior and Florida Cicerone, 
said social media has been important 
in connecting past, present and future 
Gators.

“The UF motto is, ‘The Gator Nation is 
everywhere,’” she said, “and social media 
really encompasses that.”

#GatorFollowTrain boosts morale among students, alumni

“The UF motto is, ‘The Gator 
Nation is everywhere,’ and social 
media really encompasses that.”

Maya Iyyani
UF psychology junior

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ORLANDO — SeaWorld Entertainment Inc. said Mon-
day that it expects to report 2013 revenue of about $1.46 bil-
lion for the year, which it says would mark an annual record 
for the theme park operator.

SeaWorld said the results were driven by record fourth-
quarter attendance at its parks in San Diego, Orlando and 
San Antonio.

The Orlando-based company made the announcement 
amid increased scrutiny of its business following the criti-
cal documentary “Blackfi sh,” which was released last year. 
The movie explores what may have caused a 12,000-pound 
orca named Tilikum to kill veteran SeaWorld trainer Dawn 
Brancheau in 2010.

The documentary argues that killer whales, when in cap-
tivity, become more aggressive to humans and each other.

The movie raised some concerns that attendance at its 
park would suffer and prompted several recording artists to 
pull out of a concert series at one of its parks.

SeaWorld has defended its practices. It took out newspa-
per ads that said the marine park company hasn’t taken a 
wild killer whale into captivity for 35 years due to its success-
ful breeding program. 

It also said that SeaWorld doesn’t separate killer whale 
mothers and calves and that the company has invested $70 
million over the past three years in its parks’ killer whale 
habitats. The company also characterized the fi lm in a state-
ment this summer as “shamefully dishonest, deliberately 
misleading, and scientifi cally inaccurate.”

SeaWorld profi ts up



meets with about five clients a day.
Once the waiting list is closed, 

students who contact the CWC 
seeking assistance are informed 
that no regular appointment times 
are available and encouraged to 
make use of group therapy, the Dis-
abilities Resource Center or licensed 
psychologists in the surrounding 
Gainesville area, Alonso said.

“It is troubling that some stu-
dents are not able to be seen regu-
larly,” she said.

UF finance sophomore Caroline 

Sorel, 19, sought assistance at the 
CWC last Fall after the rigor of her 
classwork made her stressed and 
anxious.

She said the center was unable 
to offer her an appointment for four 
weeks.

“It was disappointing because I 
couldn’t see someone when I need-
ed them most,” Sorel said. “They are 

not effective if they can only see you 
per three to four weeks.”

When Kate Logan, a 21-year-old 
UF elementary education senior, 
went to the center for an assessment 
appointment, she was told individ-
ual counseling had a long waiting 
list. However, staff referred her to 
an outside provider that accepted 
her insurance.

“I had a good experience,” she 
said. “UF was very helpful with 
helping me find an affordable pro-
vider.”

Alonso cites insufficient funds 
as one of the core reasons for the 
CWC’s inability to meet clinical de-

mands on campus. 
During the 2011-2012 school 

year, 83 percent of the center’s fund-
ing came from tuition health fees.

Last year, the center served 4,736 
students — 450 less than 2012.

In order to serve more Gators, 
staff introduced new online coun-
seling options during the 2012-2013 
school year.

Self-help program The Desk of-
fers interactive resources for stu-
dents facing typical concerns that 
plague students during their college 
years.

Therapist Assisted Online, 
known as TAO, allows students to 

speak to counselors through weekly 
video chat sessions and complete 
daily mood logs on an iPhone app. 

It is the first of its kind to be de-
veloped and researched at the col-
lege and university level in the U.S.

The seven-week program in-
cludes self-led interactive exercises 
and discussion forums. 

Brian Shaw, a counselor at the 
CWC, said setting up a meeting 
time each week can be challenging 
for busy students.

“So much of students’ lives now 
are online socially, even with class-
es,” he said. “Having this online is 
convenient for them.”

� USA TODAY DID NOT 
COME BACK.

JULIA GLUM
Alligator Staff Writer

jglum@alligator.org

Coffee? Check. Bagel? In 
hand. Morning newspaper? 
Get it on campus.

UF students can once again 
start their mornings by reading 
free copies of The New York 
Times.

Under the leadership of Stu-
dent Body President Christina 
Bonarrigo, UF’s Student Gov-
ernment reinstated the campus 
newspaper readership program 
for the Spring semester. It will 
cost $13,500, according to the 
contractual agreement. 

Bonarrigo said bringing the 
program back was her personal 
project. She worked during Fall 
to reinstate it, and the agree-
ment was signed in mid-No-

vember.
“It was important because 

it was something students had 
expressed interest for, and I 
wanted to make sure to main-
tain the service to students,” 
Bonarrigo said.

Papers will be delivered 
every weekday through April 
23 except on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day and during Spring 
Break.

Students can also read the 
news online, as the readership 
program also includes 325 digi-
tal academic passes for each 
day. Each pass is good for 24 
hours, and students must use 
their UF emails to sign up. 

UF Society of Professional 
Journalists chapter president 
Ayana Stewart said she’s glad 
the program is back. She previ-
ously saw many students read-
ing the Times in class.

“I know that it’s definitely 
something that students take 

advantage of,” said Stewart, a 
20-year-old UF journalism ju-
nior.

The campus readership pro-
gram previously included USA 
Today as well. The program 
was suspended in May 2012 
due to an outstanding debt of 
nearly $30,000, according to Al-
ligator archives.

This past Summer, the Stu-
dent Senate amended the fis-
cal year 2013-2014 activity and 
service fee budget and reduced 
the allocation for the readership 
program by $23,000. The new 
amount, $27,173, was designat-
ed for digital subscriptions.

Also this Summer, the Sen-
ate approved the 2014-2015 ac-
tivity and service fee budget, 
which eliminated funds for the 
program entirely.

Bonarrigo said she’s not sure 
what the future of the program 
holds because that’s up to the 
next SG executive officers.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WESLEY CHAPEL, Fla. — An ar-
gument over texting in a Florida movie 
theater Monday triggered a retired 
Tampa police captain to fatally shoot a 
man sitting in front of him, as about 25 
horrified moviegoers looked on, sher-
iff’s officials said.

“Somebody throws popcorn. I’m 
not sure who threw the popcorn,” said 
Charles Cummings, who, as a birthday 
treat, was about to watch the movie 
“Lone Survivor” at The Grove 16 The-
ater.

“And then bang, he was shot.”
Curtis Reeves, 71, has been charged 

with second-degree murder, and it’s 
not immediately clear whether he has 
retained an attorney.

Pasco County Sheriff’s officials said 
the shooting happened when Reeves 
asked 43-year-old Chad Oulson to stop 

texting at the theater in Wesley Cha-
pel, a suburb about a half hour north of 
downtown Tampa.

Reeves and his wife were sitting be-
hind Oulson and his wife. Oulson told 
Reeves that he was texting with his 
3-year-old daughter, Cummings said.

“It ended almost as quickly as it 
started,” said sheriff’s spokesman 
Doug Tobin. The sheriff’s office says 
an off-duty Sumter County deputy de-
tained Reeves until police arrived.

Authorities said Reeves took out a 
gun, and Oulson’s wife put her hand 
over her husband, and that’s when 
Reeves fired his weapon, striking Nic-
hole Oulson in the hand and her hus-
band in the chest.

Oulson and his wife were taken by 
ambulance to a Tampa-area hospital 
where Chad Oulson died, Tobin said. 
His wife’s injuries weren’t considered 
life-threatening.
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UF Student Government has reinstated the availability of free issues of The New York Times 
after a brief suspension stemming from an outstanding debt of nearly $30,000.

SG makes free New York Times 
program reappear on campus 

STATE

Committee has four students

student enrollment dip from 2013-2014. 
With fewer students taking courses, rev-
enue from credit hours also drops. En-
rollment is projected to decrease again 
for the 2014-2015 school year.

She said by state statute, the univer-
sity’s fee committee is only allowed to 
raise local fees by 5 percent yearly. This 
year’s cap totaled $1.66.

The committee, which met twice in 
October, voted on presentations from 
campus organizations asking for a per-
centage increase, she said.

She said four students and three 
faculty members make up the commit-
tee, with Mastrodicasa acting as a tie-
breaker. The students are recommended 
by the Student Body president, and the 
vice president of student affairs makes 
the faculty recommendations. UF Presi-
dent Bernie Machen has the final say for 
appointments.

She said because UF’s athletic depart-
ment has a history of being successful, 
the committee rarely asks for a fee in-
crease. UF’s $1.90 athletic fee is relative-
ly small compared to FAMU’s $13.97, or 
University of West Florida’s $20.88.

Hayden Kemp, a 21-year-old UF po-

litical science senior, said the 82-cent 
and 84-cent increases might not seem 
like a lot, but with tuition and other ex-
penses growing, the costs add up.

She said although the faculty de-
serves raises, if the fee increase benefit-
ted students instead, she would happily 
pay it.

 “It just means more money students 
are going to have to pay,” Kemp said.

FEES, from page 1

ThErAPy, from page 1

Ex-cop accused in shooting

Activity and Service Fee:  84 cents
• To be allocated to Student Government 
for operations for the “big four” entities 
(Student Government, Student Activities 
and Involvement, the Reitz Union, and 
Recreational Sports). 

health Fee: 47 cents
• To be allocated to the Student Health 
Care Center for operations.

health Fee: 30 cents
• To be allocated to the Counseling and 
Wellness Center and to GatorWell Health 
Promotion Services. 

health Fee: 5 cents
• To be allocated to the Dean of Students 
Office to fund additional support for the 
Care Team.

Online counseling options introduced to help ease demand

“So much of students’ lives 
now are online socially, even 

with classes. Having this online 
is convenient for them.”

Brian Shaw
CWC counselor
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#Cheesepocalypse
Velveeta macaroni and cheese boxes line Publix shelves on Archer Road Monday afternoon.
Internet users dubbed a current shortage of Velveeta cheese products a #cheesepocalypse. 

� ABOUT 13,000 CHILDREN 
HAVE BEEN VACCINATED.

LYNNA LAWRENCE
Alligator Contributing Writer

Even though this flu season has 
brought an increase in life-threat-
ening cases to Alachua County, the 
health department provided vacci-
nations for a record number of the 
county’s children. 

About 13,000 K-12 students in 
the county’s private and public 
schools have taken advantage of 
free flu vaccinations, “the most 

successful vaccination campaign 
in the history of the program,” 
said Paul Myers, administrator of 
the Florida Department of Health 
in Alachua County.

Although figures are still being 
gathered, Alachua County Pub-
lic Schools spokeswoman Jackie 
Johnson said school board officials 
“have not seen any sort of a spike 
in flu or flu-like illnesses among 
our students,” a factor she credits 
to the vaccination program.

Myers said the overall number 
of reported infections is compa-
rable to past years.

“But the severity of the cases is 

what has us concerned right now,” 
he added.

Since October, UF Health 

Shands Hospital has reported 12 
flu-related deaths. Five of those 
patients were under 40 years old, 
a greater number than usual, My-
ers said.

Due to the increase in deadly 
flu cases shown in younger pa-
tients, Myers said, it is especially 
important for UF students to get 
vaccinated.

“Particularly when you’re 
talking about living in very close 
quarters, whether it’s in a dorm, 
apartments or fraternity or soror-
ity houses, the flu has a great op-
portunity to be transmitted,” My-
ers said. 

Lindsey Jones, a 19-year-old UF 
psychology sophomore, said she 
gets the flu vaccine regularly. She 
received her vaccine from a local 
Walgreens this month.

“I was really scared,” Jones said. 
“The news has been reporting a lot 
of deaths in this area.”

Briana Minich, a 19-year-old UF 
biology sophomore, said she was 
initially afraid she’d have a bad re-
action to the vaccine. 

But Minich said her close friend 
has had flu-like symptoms in the 
last week. After seeing her friend 
sick, Minich said she’s more in-
clined to get the shot.

Alachua County sets new flu shot record for K-12 students

� UF WILL LAUNCH A 
MASTER’S DEGREE  
CONCENTRATION IN SUMMER.

BEATRICE DUPUY
Alligator Staff Writer bdupuy@alligator.org

After completing the first online 
certificate in shelter medicine in 
the world, UF graduates are ready 
to unleash their newfound skills on 
homeless pets.

About 30 veterinarians and vet-
erinary students recently gradu-
ated from UF Maddie’s Online 
Graduate Certificate Shelter Medi-
cine Program.

Terry Spencer, Maddie’s clini-
cal assistant professor of shelter 
medicine and distance learning di-
rector, said the program started in 
2012 to provide students with the 
skills needed to assist shelters with 
the health and welfare of homeless 
animals.

“When I graduated in 1995, no 
one even mentioned shelter medi-
cine,” Spencer said. “Now it’s re-
ally burgeoning.”

Classes provided by the pro-
gram cover topics such as diagnos-
ing infectious diseases common in 
shelters, recognizing animal cru-
elty and identifying problematic 
animal behavior. 

Students are not required to be 
enrolled at UF.

Degrees cost about $5,000 and 
take about a year to complete if a 
student took one class a semester, 
she said.

“They can’t get this training 
anywhere else,” Spencer said. 
“What they learned in these cours-
es has changed how they handle 
animals.”

Past students range from vet-
erinarians with private practices 
assisting shelters in their area to 
students being employed by shel-
ters in different countries, Spencer 
said.

Ken Sieranski, a 26-year-old UF 
Maddie’s Shelter Medicine intern, 
was a part of the first group of 
students to graduate in December 
with the online program.

“I would love to see this pro-
gram spread across the country,” 
he said. “Students can get a foun-
dation that is not offered anywhere 
else.”

The online graduate program 
was started with the help of Mad-
die’s Fund, which provided more 
than $5 million for the UF’s Mad-
die’s Shelter Medicine Program in 
2008.

Amie Burling, Maddie’s Shelter 
Medicine resident, said more vet-
erinarians need to be educated on 
shelter medicine.

“So many new advances have 
been made in ways to raise the lev-
el of care and welfare of animals,” 
Burling said. “It’s a matter of get-
ting information out to the people 
on the field.”

Spencer said she expects many 
students to proceed with their stud-
ies for a master’s degree concentra-
tion in shelter medicine, which UF 
will launch this summer.

She said the information stu-
dents retain from the online gradu-
ate certificate program will help 
animals receive a positive outcome 
from shelters.

“If you were to think of the No. 
1 cause of mortality for animals, 
it’s having lived in animal shelters 
and homelessness,” she said. “We 
can do something about this.”

Class graduates from  
UF online animal shelter 
medicine program

� THE SENSORS WILL BE WITHIN A 
MILE FROM SHORE.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JACKSONVILLE — Sensors will be dropped 
into the Atlantic Ocean off northeast Florida to 
help researchers track great white sharks.

Shark experts at the University of North 
Florida will be alerted whenever a great white 
shark that’s been tagged with a tracking device 

swims within a few hundred yards of one of 
the sensors. Researchers tell The Florida Times-
Union that devices will be placed on buoys 
within a mile from shore.

Last year, scientists tracked a 16 ½-foot great 
white near shore off Jacksonville Beach. A 14-
foot great white was caught and tagged within 
sight of an Atlantic Beach park.

Researchers say data from the tracking de-
vices show that some great white sharks spend 
more time close to shore than they previously 
believed.

Ocean sensors to track sharks

CAMpus

LOURIANNE APOLLON 
and ABIGAIL DOUPNIK  
Alligator Contributing Writers

Club Creole, the Hai-
tian student association on 
campus, held a candlelight 
memorial Monday night to 
commemorate the four-year 
anniversary of the 2010 earth-
quake that killed more than 
220,000 people and left 1.5 mil-
lion homeless. 

“It may not be in people’s 
minds anymore, but we want-
ed to remember the many 
affected by it,” said Malissa 

Alinor, a 20-year-old UF soci-
ology junior and president of 
Club Creole.

The event included a candle 
lighting ceremony, a poem re-
cital and a rendition of the Hai-
tian national anthem.

One of the students in at-
tendance, James Fertil, a 19-
year-old UF political science 
freshman, was in Haiti during 
the earthquake.

“I was doing my home-
work, and the house started to 
shake,” he said. “The last thing 
I remember is that I just ran 
outside.”

Fertil said the ceremony 
was a moving event to remem-
ber lives lost.

“I feel like we were connect-
ed about something that hap-
pened in the past,” he said.

But the effects of this trage-
dy are not just relegated to the 
past, said Ben Hebblethwaite, 
assistant professor of Haitian 
Creole and French.

“Four years later, we are 
working with a society that has 
been transformed by that natu-
ral disaster,”  Hebblethwaite 
said. “It’s woven into the fabric 
about dialogue about Haiti.”

Vigil remembers Haiti earthquake

“Particularly when you’re 
talking about living in very 

close quarters, whether 
it’s in a dorm, apartments 

or fraternity or sorority 
houses, the flu has a 

great opportunity to be 
transmitted.”

Paul Myers
Alachua County Florida                              

Department of Health administrator

“So many new advances 
have been made in ways to 
raise the level of care and 
welfare of animals. It’s a 

matter of getting information 
out to the people on the 

field.”
Amie Burling

Maddie’s Shelter Medicine resident
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MTV’s ‘Teen Mom’ is 
effective advocacy 

journalism
In 2011, the creator of the MTV reality shows “16 and Preg-

nant” and “Teen Mom” wrote an article for CNN defending 
the show’s value in response to media critics claiming the 

two shows glamorize teen pregnancy.
“Three years ago, I was flipping through a magazine when 

I read an article that stopped me cold,” wrote Laura Dolgen, 
MTV’s senior vice president of series development on the West 
Coast. “Jamie Lynn Spears’ pregnancy was a lead story in the 
news, but this piece talked about the 750,000 other teenage girls 
who get pregnant each year in the U.S., the ones who were not 
from wealthy, famous families.”

Viewers who follow “Teen Mom” and “16 and Pregnant” — 
not, we might add, parents and older critics who never both-
ered to watch the shows — know that MTV isn’t glamorizing 
teen pregnancy at all. The shows offer honest and often bleak 
portraits of the lives of young women who choose to keep their 
babies after accidental pregnancies. 

The show examines how the women’s lives play out after the 
babies are born: screaming matches with parents, drug prob-
lems, lawsuits against the fathers, struggles to finish school and 
difficulty managing their personal finances are all commonplace 
problems for the girls in each episode. Glamorous, right?

According to The New York Times, a new economic study 
of Nielsen TV ratings and birth records show that areas with a 
high viewership of MTV programming saw a rapid decline in 
the rate of teen births. The study focused on the period after “16 
and Pregnant” was introduced in 2009. Although correlation 
doesn’t necessarily mean causation, researchers who reviewed 
the study said the conclusion seems sound. 

Despite sensationalized claims that copycat pregnancies 
were inevitable, Dolgen maintained that she created the show to 
illustrate a cautionary tale to young American women, and she 
refused to allow copycats to appear on the show. Besides, young 
women, as these numbers show, are much more observant and 
intelligent than the mainstream media gives them credit for. 
While so-called pregnancy pacts make for juicy feature stories, 
the reality is that MTV has sparked an important national dis-
cussion: one among teens about the importance of contraception 
and responsible sexual health. 

Even the Media Research Center begrudgingly admitted that 
MTV didn’t shy away from the gritty details of the lives of “16 
and Pregnant” and “Teen Mom” subjects. Although MTV isn’t 
exactly NPR or PBS, the network that brought young adults the 
beloved trashy reality shows “Jersey Shore” and the long-run-
ning “Real World” series has used its influence to deliver smart 
advocacy journalism packaged as a teen-friendly reality show — 
complete with sketchbook fonts and a cute intro song. 

Sure, the show isn’t perfect. The antics of “Teen Mom” and 
“16 and Pregnant’s” stars appear regularly on the covers of tab-
loids, but it’s fundamentally wrong and unfair to assume that 
all — or even most — young American women aspire to achieve 
reality-TV fame.

55 TOTAL VOTES

46% YES
54% NO

Vote or post a message at www.alligator.org

Monday’s question: Do you watch 
Saturday Night Live?

Today’s question: Should recreational marijuana be 
legalized in Florida?

This year, resolve to create attainable goals
For gyms, the most wonderful time of year follows 

closely after Christmas.
Memberships are sold to blindingly eager peo-

ple who are convinced this New Year is just the turning 
point they need to change.

But the significance of the New Year is an illusion. 
It’s not what’s going to propel you into a new way of 
living. 

By March, the gym is still going to be collecting 
monthly fees for that membership you no longer use.

Instead of making lofty goals at the beginning of the 
year that just end up turning into ways you feel you 
have failed at life a couple of months later, decide to 
make changes for yourself at your own pace. 

Though a festive occasion may seem like a great way 
to ring in your resolutions, it can emphasize more of 
the spirit and the idea of change rather than the actual 
follow-through.

Making goals with all of the pomp and circumstance 
are often done more for the benefit of impressing other 
people than for making a personal commitment to your-
self.

Don’t give the New Year the power to be an excuse 
for you to put off making yourself a better person. 

Once you’ve decided to make new habits, make sure 
they are reasonable and are for you alone. 

If your resolution involves some kind of diet routine, 
please keep it to yourself. 

No one wants to hear about how many calories are 
in the food you’re eating; that subject has gotten as tire-
some as mustaches on things and bacon in sweets.

I like to make my goals small, specific and achiev-
able. 

I also tell myself not to expect too many noticeable 
results in a short time. 

Studies differ on how long it takes to make or break 
a habit, from three weeks to more than 200 days, but 

basically, it may be a challenge 
to one’s Netflix-speed-adapted 
expectations.

I also try to be honest with 
myself when I am making 

goals. 
It’s weird, but you can lie to yourself, be really gull-

ible and believe what you tell yourself.
Instead of telling myself to go to every single class 

period this semester, because, honestly, I know that will 
never happen, I’ve made a resolution to go to the classes 
that take attendance and take advantage of the allotted 
excused absences. 

If I went with the first resolution, I would never suc-
ceed, and I would just feel like I’ve failed myself.

Not every resolution has to sound like it came from 
a self-help book or an inspirational poster hanging in a 
guidance counselor’s office. 

Goals can be fun and seemingly silly. 
I made a point a couple of years ago to start giving 

people the compliments I used to think but keep to my-
self. 

People like hearing that you like their shoes, hair or 
smile. I mean, they don’t tell me that I am creeping them 
out.

Though it’s Jan. 14, and you may have already for-
gotten or abandoned your resolutions, or you never 
made any this year and think it’s too late, it’s not. 

Of course, society probably needs people to not fol-
low through with their resolutions. 

Otherwise, fast-food restaurants would close, the 
economy would crash, and lifestyle magazines would 
be pulled off the shelves. 

If you don’t want to be the American stereotype, it’s 
never too late.

Lauren Adamson is a UF journalism junior. Her column 
appears on Tuesdays. 
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The fi lm “12 Years a Slave” was painful and 
poignant, slightly heartwarming and incred-
ibly heartbreaking. It resonated in a way only 

a fi lm about race can. But therein lies the problem.
Don’t get me wrong; I enjoyed “The Hunger 

Games: Catching Fire.” The second Hunger Games movie left 
me satiated. Still, using box offi ce numbers as a measure of a 
fi lm’s success, there is a massive gap between “The Hunger 
Games: Catching Fire” and “12 Years a Slave” that is less than 
heartening: Over the course of its nearly three-month run, “12 
Years a Slave” grossed about $39 million, a smidge more than 
half  what “Catching Fire” made on opening weekend. 

Keeping in mind the massive critical acclaim for everything 
from the fi lm’s cinematography to the acting, not to mention 
the harrowing true story itself, we may be tempted to ask: Why 
hasn’t “12 Years a Slave” been a runaway success?

Some would counter that it is. To be fair to Hollywood, 
America and Brad Pitt, the parallel between “The Hunger 
Games: Catching Fire’s” box offi ce performance and that of a 
fi lm like “12 Years a Slave” is slightly unfair: The former is an 
action fi lm based on a critically acclaimed book series published 
within the past decade while the latter is a serious drama based 
on Solomon Northup’s fi rst-person account of his experience 
published more than a century prior. Still, that’s not to say the 
same phenomena isn’t present in the box offi ce performance of 
other contemporary fi lms. 

“Captain Phillips,” “Gravity,” “Blue Jasmine” and “Prison-
ers,” comparable fi lms that have come out around the same 
time period, have done markedly better than “12 Years a Slave.” 
Even compared to the reception of other historical fi lms of re-
cent memory — “Lincoln,” “JFK,” “Schindler’s List” and even 
“Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter” — “12 Years a Slave’s” 
numbers simply don’t compare.

It is incredibly unusual for a movie about slavery to be pro-
duced, much less received with critical open arms. 

“Django Unchained,” a recent exception to the unspoken 
moratorium on slave fi lms, was less a serious drama and more 
a quintessential Quentin shoot-em-up fi lm that just happened 
to focus on black folk during the time of slavery. The last time 
any work of this magnitude was created was in 1977, when 
“Roots” fi rst aired on television. 

This large time gap in cinema about black slavery, coupled 
with the fact that this sort of fi lm tends to do better abroad than 
in the U.S., begs the question: Is America simply not yet willing 
to confront the memory of slavery?

Race has long been, and continues to be, a sensitive subject 
in the hearts and minds of the American public. Discussion of 
race in our political discourse is confi ned to the outskirts of 
mainstream media — read: the wonderful folks over at MSN-
BC — and Americans are so obsessed with being colorblind 
that liberals and conservatives alike can be known to reject 
frank discussions of the issue. 

The GOP seems to think that racism is dead, 
and to address issues affecting minorities is to 
“play the race card.” We are so squeamish about 
race that “12 Years a Slave,” a fi lm set in the U.S. 
about American slavery, was created by an Eng-

lishman. It’s plain to see that we — both American fi lm viewers 
and fi lm producers — aren’t ready for an honest discussion of 
our most painful memory as a society. The question is, when 
will we be?

Part of the problem is that the effects of slavery in America, 
one of the last industrialized nations to abolish the institution, 
are still felt strongly today. For Americans — black, white and 
in between — the memory of the institution is made worse by 
the persistence of its racist legacies. One only needs to look at 
political discourse in certain circles — read: the far right — to 
realize that issues of racial animosity and the perceived infe-
riority of African Americans, a result of hundreds of years of 
societal subjugation, are as pertinent today as they have been 
in the past. 

There is a reason why the GOP has a large demographics 
problem and why Mitt Romney lost 83 percent of the “non-
white” vote in 2012. There is a reason why efforts at preventing 
voting fraud seem to disproportionately affect minorities and 
why stop-and-frisk programs have delved into little more than 
thinly veiled racial profi ling. 

There is a reason why the Trayvon Martin case was so in-
credibly divisive. There is a reason why the Voting Rights Act, 
passed 100 years after the abolition of slavery, remains neces-
sary to ensure the enfranchisement of minorities, especially 
in the Deep South, the setting of “12 Years a Slave.” There is 
a reason why, immediately following the overturning of this 
landmark law, Republican legislatures took divisive actions 
to show the Supreme Court that its determination was dead 
wrong.

To be fair, while we haven’t seen a frank movie about slav-
ery in recent decades, we have seen a few great fi lms about 
race in recent years, including “The Butler,” “Fruitvale Station” 
and “42.” 

Still, we haven’t gotten to a comfortable point in our dis-
course, and achieving that goal takes more than a fi lm from 
Steve McQueen or a rousing speech from Hillary Clinton about 
the memory of Trayvon Martin. To truly move past race in this 
country, we need more than the great image a black president 
gives us; we need more than an elected black senator from New 
Jersey. We need to be able to talk frankly without pretense or 
offense. We need to be able to discuss the effects of race in the 
present as much as in our collective past. 

We’ve got a long way to go. Although the box offi ce perfor-
mance of “12 Years a Slave” is a sign we aren’t there yet, the 
existence of the fi lm suggests we might be on our way.

Tyrik Lacruise is a writer for the Harvard Political Review. A 
version of this column originally appeared on UWire. 

In a ‘Games’ world, is ‘12 Years’ too soon?
UWire

Tyrik Lacruise
UWire

My mom had an interesting habit. Every 
morning, she’d take the previous night’s 
leftover rice and dump it in a corner of 

our lawn for the neighborhood ducks.
And boy, the ducks 

loved her. After snap-
ping up all the rice, they 
trotted around the door 
for an hour or so, hoping 
my mom would come 
out again. And they 
never forgot to — this is 
what got my dad upset 
— excrete all over our 
front porch.

Slowly, my sympathies shifted to my dad. Ev-
ery morning, after hosing the poop stains off the 
porch, he came in and pleaded with my mom to 
stop feeding the ducks: “You’re only encouraging 
them to come more often!”

Once my mom halted the daily meals, the birds 
stopped loitering in our yard. They were able to 
scavenge food from elsewhere. After all, ducks 
are used to the wilderness.

My dad’s logic is often applied to homeless 
people. Increasingly, the needy are likened to 
ducks: “If you keep giving ‘em meals, they’ll keep 
coming. Let them fend for themselves.”

This logic — I use the word “logic” loosely — 
of demanding the poor to “toughen up” isn’t just 
held by some Ayn Rand followers fond of hating 
on panhandlers.

Take Florida, considered the “most dangerous 
state to be homeless” by countless media outlets. 
In Orlando, you can be thrown in jail if you give 
food to too many homeless individuals too often. 
This is no joke; volunteers were arrested in an 
Orlando park in 2011 for handing out meals to 
hungry folks.

Tampa one-upped O-Town with new laws 
prohibiting homeless people from sleeping or 
storing their stuff in public spaces. This comes at 
a time when existing homeless shelters are at full 
capacity.

Let’s put aside city ordinances and focus on 
something more basic. Since Adam and Eve, 
we’ve pretty much agreed that human beings de-
pend on each other, for better or worse. Living 
in a society means we have each other’s backs in 
rough times.

Homeless people aren’t ducks. Actually, 
they’re not even much different from you and I — 
with just one unlucky stretch of unemployment 
in our future careers, we could join the homeless.

If you’ve ever had a chance to see the folks 
who sleep in downtown Gainesville, you’ll rec-
ognize that many of them suffer from chronic ill-
nesses and substance abuse. For others, domestic 
violence has wrecked their lives.

Instead of building comprehensive rehab cen-
ters, government offi cials have opted to criminal-
ize poverty.

But laws don’t come down from the heavens. 
After hearing last year about how some South 
Floridians complained about a group of nuns 
who publicly feed hungry folks, Miami residents 
became “afraid of the homeless” crowding on 
a sidewalk, according to the Miami Herald. It’s 
time we look inward. We can’t just blame politi-
cians.

The homeless have become untouchables. This 
new caste system, the envy of my Hindu ances-
tors, is entirely our doing. Rarely do we, includ-
ing myself, take a break to think about how un-
imaginably grueling conditions are where the 
poor folks are kept.

As the age-old saying goes, “A society is mea-
sured by how it treats its weakest members.”

Should we then not aid those brothers and sis-
ters of ours who shuffl e around in castaway cor-
ners and shadows not too far from us?

Zulkar Khan is a UF microbiology senior.

Homeless people 
aren’t ducks

Column

Zulkar Khan
opinions@alligator.org



JENNY O’DONNELL
Alligator Contributing Writer

California became the fi rst state 
to enact a law concerning transgen-
der student rights on Jan. 1. As more 
universities strive to be more inclu-
sive, UF’s policies for its transgender 
students are still developing.

The California law states that any 
public school programs and facili-
ties for grades K-12 must be open to 
all students, meaning they may use 
any restroom or locker room they 
feel comfortable with, regardless of 
gender identity.

UF’s non-discrimination policy 
currently promotes equal opportu-
nities for all of its students, includ-
ing those of all gender identities and 
expressions.

“Policies and practices don’t al-
ways align as neatly as they could,” 
said LB Hannahs, UF director of 
LGBT affairs. “And I think often 
when we make big policies, the 
on-the-ground changes we need to 
make can be diffi cult.”

Some students say these chang-
es, however minor, are necessary to 
promote a better campus environ-
ment for all students.

Andrew Sun, a 21-year-old UF 
political science senior and director 
for the pride mentor program for 
incoming LGBT students, said more 

unisex bathrooms on campus would 
be a start.

“If you don’t look male or fe-
male, you can get kicked out of the 
bathrooms,” he said, “and there are 
a lot of people that that happens to 
on a daily basis.”

Sun said that the lack of gender-
neutral housing on campus can 
make transgender and other gender-
affi liated students uncomfortable.

“In order for you to not live with 
an assigned sex, you have to have a 
medical condition,” he said.

Sun said he personally faced the 
challenge of living with a roommate 
whose gender he did not identify 
with during his sophomore year.

In an effort to combat situations 
like these, 22-year-old UF women’s 
studies senior Marla Munro, former 
president of Gators Coalition for an 
Inclusive Campus, worked last year 
to promote gender-neutral hous-
ing, which would allow students to 
choose roommates of any gender.

The coalition has since dissolved, 
but she said her team raised campus 
discussion and paved the way for a 
new committee called Open Hous-
ing to be created in UF’s Housing 
and Residence Education Depart-
ment.

“Gender-neutral housing makes 
the environment a little more friend-
ly and inclusive,” Munro said.
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California became the fi rst state to enact a law under which students can choose bathrooms and locker 
rooms based on their gender identity. UF is still working on policy changes for transgender students.

LIFESTYLE

As California changes laws, UF transgender policies evolving

� SOME FLORIDIANS ARE PUSHING 
FOR MEDICINAL MARIJUANA.

HANNA MARCUS
Alligator Staff Writer hmarcus@alligator.org

With a new year comes change, and Colo-
rado is following suit by turning over a differ-
ent kind of leaf.

On Jan. 1, Colorado became the fi rst state 
to legally allow licensed pot shops to sell the 
drug. Many residents in Gainesville are sup-
porting Colorado’s new law and participating 
in securing a similar future for Florida.

Morgan and Morgan law fi rm partner and 
marijuana advocate John Morgan said Colo-
rado didn’t see any signifi cant changes when 
the law passed.

“They legalized it, and the world didn’t 
end. There were no lightning bolts coming 
from the sky, and not one person got crazy on 
marijuana and robbed a bank,” said Morgan, 
chairman of United for Care, an organization 
sponsoring a petition to put medical marijua-

na legislation on the state ballot.
Though the petition still has to pass 

through the Supreme Court, Morgan said he’s 
confi dent about it.

“If it gets on the ballot, it’s going to pass,” 
he said. “Our attorney general is going to see 
she’s living in the Dark Ages.”

Representatives from United for Care have 
recently been visiting UF’s campus to collect 
signatures from supportive students.

One of those students is Alex Gimble, a 19-
year-old UF political science sophomore who 
said he hopes to see Florida follow in Colo-
rado’s footsteps.

“I defi nitely support it and think the way 
they implement it — in particular, the way the 
taxes go toward education — was done well,” 
he said. “I think there’s a timeline on it as 
things start to normalize. It’ll start to happen 
in stages, like most social changes, and eventu-
ally will be adopted across the country.”

Gimble said he thinks that those who don’t 
support legalizing marijuana are concerned 
about the industry becoming too large-scale.

The regulations permit residents older than 
21 to purchase one ounce of marijuana every 
time they enter a pot shop and tourists of the 
same age to buy a quarter of an ounce, accord-
ing to the Colorado legislation.

Kristen Burns, president of the student club 
National Organization for the Reform of Mari-
juana Laws, or NORML Gators, said the ben-
efi ts of legalized marijuana are numerous.

“The crime rate will go down substan-
tially,” she wrote in an email. “There will be a 
huge infl ux of tax money to help the economy, 
and people will have access to a drug that is 
safer and less harmful than alcohol and to-
bacco.”

Burns said she believes it could be legalized 
in Florida if those who are educated continue 
to spread their opinions.

“The issues lie in the misled people who 
perpetuate the myths surrounding marijuana 
use,” she said. “The ‘reefer madness’ mental-
ity is still present in some older members of 
the community, so re-educating these people 
with correct information is crucial.”

Although some residents provide lists of 
positive aspects of legalization, others are op-
posed to the idea.

Ronald Akers, a UF professor in both the 
sociology and the criminology and law de-
partments, said that new laws are often syn-
onymous with unexpected repercussions.

The legalization in Colorado will be no dif-
ferent, he said.

“Any time you pass legislation … there’s 
going to be unintended consequences, and of-
ten, they are going to be negative,” he said. “I 
don’t know if it is intended. One consequence 
is almost certainly that there will be more mar-
ijuana use.”

Colorado marijuana law ignites discussion in Gainesville

“They legalized it, and the world 
didn’t end. There were no lightning 

bolts coming from the sky, and not one 
person got crazy on marijuana and 

robbed a bank.”
John Morgan

                                                                lawyer
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SPRING HILL, Fla. — A deer 
named Vinny was removed from 
a Tampa Bay-area wildlife sanctu-
ary where he gored a woman in the 
eye.

The Tampa Bay Times reported  

that Vinny was removed from Sur-
vival Outreach Sanctuary in Spring 
Hill on Monday by the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion. It wasn’t clear where the deer 
would be taken.

On Friday, the 75-year-old sister 
of the sanctuary’s owner was at-

tacked by the deer. Doctors removed 
the woman’s right eye. She remains 
hospitalized.

A week before the deer attack, 
one of the sanctuary’s lionesses dug 
out of her cage. Savannah never 
made it off the sanctuary’s fenced-
in property, but her escape attempt 
made national news. The sanctu-
ary’s owner received a misdemean-
or citation for improper caging that 
allowed an animal to escape.
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The Most Magical Race On Earth
A record fi eld of 26,000 runners start the 2014 Walt Disney World Marathon Sunday in Lake Buena Vista. The 
26.2-mile race through all four Walt Disney World theme parks culminated a weekend of running events that also 
included a half marathon, 10K, 5K and kids races. Runners from 60 countries and all 50 states participated.

Deer that attacked Fla. woman moved

ASHLEY KOBZA
Alligator Contributing Writer

At-home delivery isn’t just for takeout anymore.
Three Gainesville men recently launched Lazy Deliv-

ery, a service that can bring items such as groceries and 
toiletries from the store to a customer’s doorstep within 
an hour. 

The creators, 23-year-old Marc Charbel, 24-year-old 
Manuel Zelaya and 23-year-old Daniel Zelaya, run the 
fl eet of 12 employees who race around town collecting 
and delivering orders.

“Nothing like this exists in Gainesville, so we thought 
that the Gainesville community could really, really ben-
efi t from this,” said Manuel Zelaya.

It takes a few steps: Sign in online, order items, indi-
cate where the items should be delivered and confi rm. It 
costs $7 for a scheduled delivery of up to 10 items from 
one store, and it includes stores like Wal-Mart, Target, 
Sears, CVS and Walgreens. 

For students like Christy Marcroft, a 19-year-old UF 
history freshman, the service is a stress reliever. 

“It’s hard to go to the grocery store and bring the gro-
ceries on the bus on the way back,” Marcroft said.

She said freshmen living on campus will probably 
benefi t the most from the service.

“They probably don’t have a car, and some of them 
are probably too nervous to take the bus,” Marcroft said.

The company’s management team agreed its business 
model was inspired by students’ needs, but it can also 
help other residents, such as busy parents. 

“You’re buying time to have more time to study or see 
your kid at the soccer game,” Manuel Zelaya said.

He said a Lazy Delivery app will launch by Friday.

New service 
brings groceries 
to Gainesville 
doorsteps

Vinny put her in the hospital
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BUY IT. SELL IT. FIND IT. 373-FIND

Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

2 BLOCKS FROM UF!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

4-23-72-1

COLLEGE ROOMS STARTING AT
$400.00 MONTH, 1/1, 2/2, 3/2's
UTILITIES INCLUDED NO MOVE IN COST. 
WE DO SEMISTER LEASING
Frances 352-375-8787 Rent Florida Realty    
2-7-13-150-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

1BR APT $395/mo
Small pet ok.  Call 352-372-1201 or 352-213-
3901    4-23-14-72-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dryer 
included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 352-538-2181 lv message    
4-23-14-72-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-5-14-168-2 

Now leasing 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th Street. 1BR/$475, 
2BR/$595. Call 335-7066, visit us on Facebook 
or Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  4-23-14-
72-2

 

Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some w/ enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, BRs carpeted. DW, W/D 
hk-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus rte, some 
walk to UF. Sec 8 accepted 352-332-7700   
4-23-14-72-2

● Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$460 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!

● 3/1 HOUSE 1100 sq ft
 2036 NW 31st Pl. $800/mo

No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

1-31-14-17-2

HISTORIC APTS Downtown Pleasant St 
Historic District. 1-3BRs. Ceiling fans, porch-
es, wd flrs, some w/ W/D. ALSO we have 2 & 
3BR homes. Cats ok, no dogs. 1st, last, sec. 
aprleve@aol.com Call/text 352-538-1550    
1-31-14-63-2

1, 2, & 3BRs. Tile in LR, kitchen & bathrooms 
& bedrooms. Hardwood floors, cent A/C, ceil-
ing fans, W/D hook-ups. Several locations, 
some walk to UF. Starting at $450/mo. Must 
See! Call 352-215-7780    4-23-14-72-2

PET’S PARADISE
$390 - $650. No app or pet fee.
1 & 2BR, privacy fenced. SW. 352-331-2099    
1-27-14-21-2

4BR HOME $950
1BR COTTAGE $495
Small pet ok. 352-372-1201 or 352-213-3901     
2-4-14-21-2

Quality Single Family Homes
Within walking or biking distance to campus.
Available August 1st, 2014. 352-339-2342.
See gainesvillequalityrentalhouses.com    
1-17-14-10-2

Spacious & clean 2BR Spanish style floors, 
walkin closets, ceiling fans. W/D incl. Fenced 
backyard. Bonus room. Cklos to shops, 10 
min to UF. On bus rte 9, 34 35, 36, 38. $520/
mo + $520. sec. Call Livy 954-394-9832 x 12    
1-17-14-10-2

AVAILABLE NOW - REDUCED
3 large rooms with private baths in large 
quiet house. Perfect for grad students. 5 min 
to UF. Laundry facilities available. $450/mo/
rm. Share utilities. Call 850-281-7174    2-3-
14-20-2

*****1BR/ 1BA Downtown*****
$425mo walk to Santa Fe downtown campus

and close to UF main campus. Near bus 
and pets ok. Call Russell 305-307-9301

1-22-14-7-2

$525 Mo. Quiet, grad students preferred, 1 
block from Shands and campus; 1BR/1BA 
downstairs, carpet/tile, W/D on premises, 
pool. 352 284 3873; postj@bellsouth.net    

CUTE 2BR/1BA COTTAGE near Duckpond. 
Cent AC/H, W/D hook-up. Fenced yard. 1105 
NE 10th Place.  $625/mo. Owner/REALTOR 
352-262-4546    1-31-14-16-2

AVAILABLE AUG 1ST. 4BR/2BA Nice house. 
Quiet street. Washer/dryer provided, privacy 
fenced yard. 1330 NW 39th St. 352-339-
2342, text or call. More houses at gaines-
villequalityrentalhouses.com    1-17-14-7-2

Studio apartment perfect for UF student Very 
close to campus next to presidents house off 
University Ave. Can furnish. Available Now. 
Call 352-377-2930 for info.    1-22-14-8-2

Don’t get stuck with an extra rent payment. 
Advertise your subleases in the Alligator 
Classifieds and save yourself some cash. 
Call 373-FIND.

FURNISHED 1Br/1Ba unit at Piccadilly 
Apartments, no deposit required. Close 
to campus and near several popular bus 
routes. Plenty of parking, laundry, pool, and 
clubhouse on site. Contact asang@ufl.edu, 
407-429-9485    1-14-5-3

3 blocks from campus, 2Br/2Ba Ready for 
you to move in. Jan rent is already paid, you 
don't pay rent until Feb 1st.
Lease is thru July 31st.
Call or text Eric @ 352 213 1282.    1-17-5-3

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

AVAILABLE NOW - REDUCED
3 large rooms with private baths in large 
quiet house. Perfect for grad students. 5 min 
to UF. Laundry facilities available. $450/mo/
rm. Share utilities. Call 850-281-7174    2-3-
14-20-4

Male roommate needed, 4 br house, 14 blks 
from campus. Safe & secure NW neigh-
borhood. Great deck & yard. Clean, Nicely 
turn, new appl, $575/mo incl util, w/d. Mario 
561.718.5562    1-17-14-9-4

LAKEFRONT HOUSE. 2 miles east of down-
town. 3/2, nice kitchen, laundry, garage, 24' x 
36' screened room. $500 with utilities. Quiet 
neighborhood. Call Dave 352-281-2200    
1-14-14-6-4

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
4-23-72-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 will 
deliver.      4-23-14-72-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        4-23-14-72-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        4-23-14-72-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   4-23-72-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
4-23-72-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       4-23-14-72-6

Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus On-Line Auctions●
are underway…bikes, computers, furniture,
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in
bidding go to: SURPLUS.UFL.EDU 392-0370
4-23-14-72-10

Guitars and Musical Instruments
New, Used and Factory Refurbished
Check Us Out Before You Buy or Sell!!
Leonardo's Music, Micanopy, FL
352-450-0928 Leonardos302.com
4-23-14-72-10

  
Party Supplies: Complete line of Bar 
Supplies, glassware, Liquor Pours,  Shakers, 
Professional Cooking Utensils.
R.W. Beaty Co. 1120 N. Main St.,  Gainesville
352-448-3433    beatyequip@aol.com    4-23-
14-72-10

HORSES & GOATS
FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925      4-23-72-10

Sunday, January 26th 12-4pm.
Tickets at TheFloridaBridalExpo.com

1-24-14-13-10

 

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

4-23-14-72-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★

Great Scooters, Service & Prices!
118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271

Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com
facebook.com/newscooters4less

4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
4-23-14-72-11

★★★★Road Rat Motors★★★★

Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $999. 1-2yr 
warranties with roadside assistance includ-
ed. 376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com   4-23-
14-72-11

Road Rat Motors offers FREE pickup service 
for any paid scooter repair. LOWEST labor 
rate, quickest turnaround in town! Will repair 
ANY brand scooter. Free estimates. 376-
6275. RoadRatMotors.com    4-23-14-72-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

4-23-14-72-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   
4-23-14-72-11

★★★  WWW.SWAMPCYCLES.COM  ★★★

Scooters & Motorcycles ● Sales & Service 
Quality, Experienced, Certified Technicians.

Close to Campus, Lowest Prices.
633 NW 13th St. 352-373-8823

4-23-72-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

CARS - CARS Buy●Sell●Trade
Clean BMW, Volvo, Mercedes
Toyota, Honda, Nissan cars

3432 N Main St. www.carrsmith.com
CARRSMITH AUTO SALES 373-1150

4-23-72-12

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●

 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
4-23-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
$0 DOWN!!!
6 MONTHS SAME AS CASH
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!
352-338-1999     4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES.
DOWN PAYMENT DEFERRED
UNTIL TAX SEASON!!!
6 MONTHS SAME AS CASH
352-375-9090    4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN
OVER 150 VEHICLES IN STOCK
CARS, TRUCKS, SUVS, & VANS
352-375-9090       4-23-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO RENTALS
ALL VEHICLES 2014
3630 N. MAIN ST.
www.carrentalsunrise.com
352-375-9090    4-23-72-12

96 Olds Achieva $1500
98 Nissan Altima $1900
99 Infiniti $1000
95 Grand Marquise $900
352-338-1999  4-23-72-12

03 Honda Civic $7999
06 Hyundai Sante Fe $8999
04 Nissan Sentra $6999
03 Silverado $7999
352-375-9090   4-23-72-12

02 Suzuki XL7 $6999
05 Toyota Corolla $8999
04 Volvo S40 $8999
05 Toyota Highlander $11,999
352-375-9090    4-23-72-12
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CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call Steve 352-771-6191   
4-23-14-72-12

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

GOLD ★ GEMS ★ ETC
Free Appraisals ★ Top Cash or Trade

40 years in Business
OZZIE 352-318-4009

4-23-72-13

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
4-23-72-13

The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

St. Francis House is a homeless shelter
and soup kitchen located in downtown
Gainesville, and we are looking for help

from volunteers like you.
St. Francis House depends on monetary 

support from individual donors and
community businesses in order to help feed

the homeless and the hungry.
If you are interested in volunteering,

please contact Stephanie Breval
at (352) 378-9079 or

sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com
To make a donation by mail,

please send checks payable to
St. Francis House
P.O. Box 12491

Gainesville, FL 32604

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-771-6191    
4-23-14-72-13

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti & 
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948 
1-24-14-72-13 

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

DELIVERY DRIVER
The Independent Florida Alligator is looking 

for a VERY DEPENDABLE route driver.
Early morning route

(approx 3:30 a.m. - 5:30 a.m.),
Five days per week* (Monday - Friday).

Starting in February, 2014.
(*Publication days vary according to the 

University of Florida class schedule.)

Applicant must have relliable transportation
and be able to transport

multiple bundles of newspapers.

This route takes approximately 2 hours and
includes drops along Newberry Road west

to Jonesville, Tower Road, and
along SW 20th Ave,

as well as some on Archer Road.

Please inquire and apply in person at
1105 West University Avenue,

Monday through Friday
between 8am & 4pm.

No calls please.

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    4-23-14-
72-14

STUDENT WORK AVAILABLE
Flex Sch/Resume Builder 

14.50 base/appt
CALL TODAY 352-505-9105

1-22-74-14

NOW HIRING
Outstanding Notetakers and Editors

SPRING 2014
Apply online at SmokinNotes.com

1-17-14-11-14

SBSG is a financial transcription company
offering part-time work.
- Create your own schedule
- Competitive Production-Based Pay
- Close to campus!
- Must be able to touch-type 65wpm
Apply Online: www.sbsgrp.com     12-3-14-
151-14

Camp Mataponi, a children's summer camp 
in Maine, has positions available in Land 
Sports, Waterfront (sailing, canoeing, kaya-
king, waterskiing) Ropes Course, Tennis, 
H.B. Riding, Arts & Crafts, Theater, Dance, 
Gymnastics, Video, Photography, Nurses, 
Maintenance, Cooking and more. Top sala-
ries plus room/board & travel provided. Call 
us today, 561-748-3684 or apply online at 
www.campmataponi.com.    2-7-14-24-14

ATTN SMOKERS!!! UF Smoke Lab needs 
you to participate in study on effects of 
different activities on craving and smok-
ing. Call Allison at 336-406-3706 or email 
uflsmokelab@gmail.com    1-17-9-14

Female college student needed as Tutor/
Driver M thru F 3:00p to 8:00p for 12 yr old, 
some late & weekend hours. Strong math 
& organization skills needed. Call 352-514-
8944    1-14-14-6-14

Melchar, Bowie & Brockdorf, PA
Need someone to scan documents. Times 
are very flexible 24-7, you pick your sched-
ule (Jan-April). email Soren@cpa.vg    1-15-
14-7-14

Babysitter or PT nanny wanted.

About 10/hrs per week to assist with 18 
month old daughter. $75 per week fixed rate. 
Flexible hours. Russian speaking preferred. 
Please reply to gea@cox.net    1-14-14-5-
14

DOMINO"S HIRING
Delivery Experts & Assistant Managers & 
Future Managers. Drivers earn between $14-
$17 per hour. GMs earn 40K-50K+.  Apply at 
gatordominos.com    4-23-14-70-14

Seeking
Event Supervisors and Warehouse Staff!

Part-Time & Flexible, $8.00/ hr
Apply in person at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium

Gate 18 Concessions Office (352) 692-6244
1-14-14-5-14

IVEY'S GRILL
KITCHEN & WAIT STAFF POSITIONS OPEN. 
Apply in person after 3pm, Wed, Thurs or Fri.   
1-14-14-4-14

Do you PARTY?
Get paid to party with your friends!
Become a Brand Ambassador with SquadUP 
and get paid to go to parties, by using
www.squadup.com!               2-14-14-25-14

ATTN SMOKERS!!!!
Univ of Florida Smoking Lab needs you to 
participate in a study assessing effects of dif-
ferent activities on craving, withdrawal, and 
smoking. Call Allison at 336-406-3706 or 
email uflsmokelab@gmail.com   1-24-10-14

Computer science student? Have Web, iOS, 
or Android dev experience? Motivated? Want 
to become a co-founder of the next big thing? 
A local startup is looking for you. (352)448-
1036    1-17-6-14

Independent Business Owner - Wake up 
now and have financial freedom while learn-
ing to save money. Manage money & make 
money $600-5K+ http://morrellb.wakeupnow.
com Call 352-275-8561  9am - 9pm.    1-16-
14-5-14

Your roommate hasn’t done the dishes in 
How long?! Find a better dishwasher in the 
Alligator Classifieds.
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Part-time Barn Assistant wanted at nice 
horse boarding farm in Newberry/Jonesville 
Area. Experience required.
Contact khcherokee@aol.com   1-17-14-6-
14

BEST PART-TIME JOB IN GATOR NATION
3 Miles from Campus
$11.25/ Hr to Start | $12-$15 After Training
Flexible Schedule | Ideal for Students
Call Today (352) 264- 0044     2-20-13-28-
14

Become a part of our Web services team. 
Seeking an individual experienced in using 
HTML, CSS, Java Script and WordPress. 
Must possess the ability to create a visu-
ally appealing websites that adheres to the 
standards and usability guidelines ensuring 
web presences are accessible and useable 
to all groups including those with disabilities. 
Skilled in recognizing computer system de-
ficiencies and implementing effective solu-
tions a plus.

Our team manages the UF home Web page. 
The individual must be able to provide web 
assistance to UF Information Technology 
and support units campus wide.

Minimum of 10 hrs/week with salary of 
$15.00. If interested, please contact Kim 
Standifer at standik@ufl.edu.      2-3-14-14

New Horizons Hiring Event
1/27/14 at 9:00 a.m. $10hr + commission & 
leadership opportunities call Larina for de-
tails 352-642-1987    1-28-14-10-14

OFFICE ASSISTANT
Knowledge of bookkeeping, Quickbooks ac-
counting software. Flexible schedule. $8/hr 
Email resume ASAP, your specific skills to 
officegnv@yahoo.com    1-21-14-5-14

★★★MARTIAL ARTS INST WANTED!★★★

For growing TKD school in Gainesville.
Friendly, energetic person.

Experience preferred.
Leave message at (352)375-0700

1-21-14-5-14

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

IMPORT AUTO REPAIR. BMW, Mercedes, 
Porsche, Volvo, VW, Honda, Toyota, Nissan, 
Mazda. Quality craftsmanship, reasonable 
prices, near UF, AAA approved 378-7830 
www.carrsmith.com   4-23-72-15

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  4-23-14-72-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
4-23-72-15

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiLegal.com
Private Experienced Affordable  4-23-72-15

Topseed Tennis & Soccer - Racquet restring-
ing within the hour. Same day, next day svcs 
avail. Noone beats our prices or work quality. 
Do your research. If we recommend a racquet 
& you don't like it we give you credit. 372-2257    
1-16-5-15

Want to be a CNA?       Don’t want to wait?
Express Training Services now offers a 
CNA class which can be completed in one 
weekend.  Perfect for busy college students.   
www.expresstrainingservices.com/ww   4-23-
14-67-15

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

4-23-72-16

NEW! All natural, study aid, Moringa cap-
sules. Cram alert, enhance recall, energy 
plus. MoringaUSA.com 925-352-9393. 20% 
discount code: help2study    1-16-5-16

Topseed Tennis & Soccer - Racquet stringing, 
customizing, string prices from $12.99 Lowest 
prices in Central FL. If you find a lower price 
you get 10% off the lowest price you find. Call 
Topseed at 352-372-2257 open 10-7    1-16-
5-16

SAY:

"I FOUND IT IN
THE ALLIGATOR!"

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
4-23-72-18

 

Want to make a connection?
Place your ad here to look for someone to 
share a common interest with or for your true 
love 

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!

FREE KOBUDO WEAPON CLASS
Limited Enrollment
Req - 6 Kyu or higher
SENSEI Norris at
yoshukai62@gmail.com    1-23-14-10-20

Designated drivers are the greatest

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

● Rocky Creek Paintball ●
In Gainesville ● It's a Blast!

Call 371-2092
4-23-14-72-21

Topseed Tennis & Soccer - We have top qual-
ity tennis shoes, soccer shoes, strings and 
other accessories. Please check our prices 
before you buy online. We beat all prices or 
10% off lowest price. Call us 372-2257    1-16-
14-5-21

Another Saturday night without a date?
Read The Alligator.

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad in 
the classifieds to find trip arrangements or 
show off your bus and shuttle service. 373-
FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

ALLIGATOR CLASSIFIED ADS

GET THE JOB DONE!
REACH MORE THAN 50,000 READERS 
EACH PUBLICATION DAY
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Gator scores for national team
Gators forward Savannah Jordan scored her third 
goal of the CONCACAF U-20 tournament in the 
USA’s 10-0 win against Guatemala on Monday.

Coach Will Muschamp 
announced the injury 
status of several Gators 
on Monday. Read the 
story on page 16. 

ADAM PINCUS
Alligator Staff Writer @adamDpincus

Kurt Roper walked into the 
South End Zone Meeting Room 
in black slacks, black shoes and a 
blue Florida Gators jacket. At 41, 
his glasses and bald head made 
him look like the cool, yet insight-
ful, college professor.

He answered questions fol-
lowing Will Muschamp’s state 
of the program address in which 
the lights ironically went dark, 
a press conference with new of-
fensive line coach Mike Summers 
and a session with new special 
teams coordinator Coleman Hut-
zler that included his preference 
for New Mexico chili peppers.

His first words at the press con-
ference as offensive coordinator: 
“Surely there can’t be any ques-
tions left.” With all due respect, 
Mr. Roper, when the Gators fin-
ish 4-8 and have an offense that 
finishes last in the Southeastern 
Conference, there will be more 
questions, and lots of them.

Roper comes way of Raleigh, 
N.C., where he served as Duke’s 
offensive coordinator under 
quarterback messiah David Cut-
cliffe, who famously coached the 
Manning brothers at Tennessee 
and Ole Miss. 

For a Florida fan base that 
hasn’t had a quarterback to wor-

ship since Tim Tebow, a coach 
like Roper may be the answer to 
its prayers.

“You lose a couple of guys in 
your system and you’re in trou-
ble, so you’ve got to be able to 
shift gears and change to what 
fits your personnel,” Muschamp 
said. 

“I think his background speaks 
for itself as far as being a two-
back team at Ole Miss, and now 
you’re looking at Duke and a lot 
of the spread principles we need 
to look at.”

After seeing the high-octane at-
tacks of Auburn and Florida State 
in Pasadena, Calif., Muschamp 
needed to make a philosophi-
cal shift from the run-dominated 
thinking of your father’s time to 

the spread offenses of your iP-
hone-wielding younger brother. 

Times are changing, and now 
it appears Florida is, too.

Roper, who has worked with 
Cutcliffe in some capacity for 17 
seasons, has run both a spread 
and pro-style system. 

Brent Pease, UF’s former offen-
sive coordinator, never rekindled 
the success he had at Boise State 

Jordan McPherson / Alligator Staff

UF offensive coordinator Kurt Roper speaks Monday afternoon at a press conference hosted at Ben 
Hill Griffin Stadium. Roper previously coached at Duke, Kentucky, Ole Miss and Tennessee.

Roper facing high expectations as offensive coordinator

JONATHAN CZUPRYN
Alligator Staff Writer @jczupryn

For the second straight Southeast-
ern Conference game, the Gators will 
be without their leading scorer Casey 
Prather due to a bone bruise in his 
right knee. 

After sitting out No. 7 Florida’s 
(13-2, 2-0 SEC) overtime win in Ar-
kansas on Saturday, the senior for-
ward is still not healthy enough for 
tonight’s matchup against Georgia 
(8-6, 2-0 SEC) at 7 in the O’Connell 
Center.

“He still has issues,” coach Billy 
Donovan said. “He’s getting bet-
ter. He’s progressing. When he’ll be 
available to play, I don’t know, but 
he’s out (Tuesday).”

Despite missing the 17 points per 
game Prather brings to the court, the 
Gators edged the Razorbacks 84-82 
behind Dorian Finney-Smith’s career-
high 22 points and Scottie Wilbekin’s 
18 points, which tied a career high. 

“I would 
just say that 
we have an 
internal con-
fidence as 

a team when it gets in those types of 
situations,” Wilbekin said. “We just 
have a confidence we’re going to pull 
it (through) especially after winning 
so many of those games. It just builds 
more confidence.”

With the additional five minutes of 

Veteran players carrying 
UF in Prather’s absence

WoMen’S bASketbAll

GORDON STREISAND
Alligator Writer @GordonStreisand

A midweek bye is just what the doctor or-
dered. 

Coming off their first loss in 10 games, the 
Gators now have time to rest and tinker with 
their game this week. 

“You have to use your bye weeks really 
strategically, especially if you’re going to put 
in something new, maybe something you 
haven’t utilized as much that you kind of want 
to amp up a little bit,” coach Amanda Butler 
said. “Hopefully, we’ll get a chance to add a 
few wrinkles. The rest portion is really impor-
tant for us, so we’ll take two days off of our 
feet and start watching some film [Tuesday].”

Florida had a rough go on Sunday in Baton 
Rouge, La., losing to No. 12 LSU 82-68. 

In their past two games, the Gators have 
struggled shooting the ball. Florida has shot a 
combined 35.8 percent from the field in that 
stretch, well below their season average of 
44.3 percent. 

Rather than make specific adjustments to a 
player’s shooting game, the only thing Butler 
can do is hope for the best. 

“How you shoot the ball 
is hard to adjust for,” Butler 
said. “I pray about it every 
night and every morning 
when I wake up. But other 
than maybe praying more 
about us hitting more shots, 
I don’t know how we can 
adjust to getting better 
shots.” 

Shooting is a player-specific entity. That is, 
what technique works for one player may not 
work for another. 

“We have to have a great understanding 
of what’s a good shot,” Butler said. “What’s 
the shot clock got on it? What’s the time and 
score of the overall game? We just need to 
make sure to make the best decisions. Jaterra 
(Bonds)’s good shot looks very different than 

Gators resting after streak ends

UF Basketball butler

“You lose a couple of 
guys in your system and 

you’re in trouble, so you’ve 
got to be able to shift gears 

and change to what fits 
your personnel. I think his 

background speaks for itself 
as far as being a two-back 
team at Ole Miss, and now 

you’re looking at Duke and a 
lot of the spread principles 

we need to look at.”
Will Muschamp

UF coach

See W-hooPS, PAge 15

See hooPS, PAge 15

See foot, PAge 15

Poll Results
Is Kurt Roper at offensive coordinator a good hire for 
Florida?

79% YeS
21% no

1,606 total votes



  LANDON WATNICK
 Alligator Staff Writer @LandonWatnick

  When asked Monday about the 
NCAA’s handling of freshman 
forward Chris Walker’s eligibility, 
coach Billy Donovan paused for 

about fi ve seconds.
  “That’s a loaded question for 

me,” Donovan said, looking frus-
trated.

  After another fi ve-second 
pause, he continued. 

  “Right now, I have hope and 

optimism that a kid that has been 
totally forthright and honest and 
truthful and has given everything 
he possibly could, that the NCAA 
will do the right thing, so to speak,” 
Donovan said.

  “I’m not involved with it. Like I 

said earlier, our administration is. I 
totally trust them to handle it.”

  The NCAA has left Walker, 
who enrolled at UF on Dec. 14, 
2013, once the fall semester ended, 
in limbo for about a month as it 
continues to evaluate his academic 
eligibility before making a ruling. 
Since he arrived on campus, Walk-
er, a fi ve-star recruit out of Boni-
fay, has missed all six of Florida’s 
contests and has only been able to 
practice with the team. 

  Walker has clearly been an-
noyed with the process, as he 
posted on his Twitter account 
(@cwalkertime23) on Jan. 3, 
“#FreeSkyWalker !” before eventu-
ally deleting the tweet. Gators fans 
have shared similar frustration 
about the way the NCAA has han-
dled the situation, and the hashtag 
has gained traction on social media 
websites.

  Meanwhile, the 6-foot-10, 
220-pound Walker has been trying 
to make up for lost time at prac-
tice. More experienced frontcourt 
players such as Patric Young and 
Will Yeguete during drills have 
dominated the freshman hailed by 
many as a phenom, according to 
Donovan. 

  “As practice has kind of unfold-
ed, I think he’s realized, ‘I’m not 

really ready to play,’” Donovan 
said of Walker. “It’s been a hum-
bling experience for him … in a 
positive way.

  “‘I may have talent, I may have 
ability,” Donovan continued, imi-
tating Walker’s thought process, 
“but I have no idea what we are 
doing out there right now and I 
have no idea what is going on. I 
don’t know how to guard a pick-
and-roll. There’s actions, there’s 
screenings, there’s pressing, this is 
like foreign to me right now.’ 

  “I think it’s been good he’s had 
some time to try and play catch-up 
a little bit right now. I think because 
of that maybe (he is) disappointed. 
He obviously wants to play. There 
is no question about it. But I also 
think he’s looking at it like, ‘Wow. 
I can get better through this.’”

  Walker’s fi rst month of practice 
may not have gone as smoothly as 
he would have expected, but his 
teammates have seen him gradual-
ly make improvements to his game 
as he awaits a fi nal verdict about 
his eligibility.

  “Freak of nature,” sophomore 
forward DeVon Walker said. “He’s 
athletic and he’s willing to learn. 
He’s getting better every day.”

  Added senior point guard Scot-
tie Wilbekin: “Yeah, he wants to 
play, but he knows it’s a process 
and he’s just kind of biding his 
time. He has the mindset of just 
doing whatever he can to help the 
team. And right now, that’s prac-
ticing and just making the people 
who are playing better.” 
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Ryan Jones / Alligator Staff

Chris Walker (middle) watches from the bench during Florida’s 74-58 win against South Carolina on 
Jan. 8 in the O’Connell Center. The NCAA has not cleared Walker to play for the Gators.

 Frustration mounting as Walker, Gators wait for NCAA ruling

“[Chris Walker is] athletic 
and he’s willing to learn. He’s 

getting better every day.”
DeVon Walker

UF forward



overtime, Florida scored the most 
points against an SEC opponent 
since defeating Arkansas 98-68 on 
Feb. 18, 2012, which was the last 
time the Gators won in Fayette-
ville, Ark.

However, Florida State is the 
only school Florida has faced that 
has allowed fewer points than 
Georgia. The Bulldogs also rank 
among the top 20 in the nation in 
field goals allowed.

If the Gators are to extend their 
home winning streak to a school 
record 25 wins tonight, both 
Finney-Smith and Wilbekin will 
have to carry the load on offense 
as well as burn up some minutes 
on the court.

Without Prather, who averages 
28.7 minutes per game, Donovan 
was forced to start Finney-Smith 
for just the second time all season 
against Arkansas. Finney-Smith 
stayed in the game for a career-
high 42 minutes. Wilbekin, who 
said he was playing at 80 to 90 
percent because of a sprained 
right ankle, still had to play 35 
minutes.

“He’s still sore,” Donovan said 
of his senior point guard. “He’s 
still dealing with some issues. 
He should be able to play (Tues-
day).”

Contributing to Finney-Smith’s 
and Wilbekin’s extra playing time 
was the health of center Patric 
Young. The senior was limited 
due to tendinitis in his knees and 
played for just 21 minutes Satur-
day, including just 1:29 in over-
time before fouling out.

Donovan said Young practiced 
Sunday and Monday and should 
be a “full go” for tonight’s con-
test.

Florida has been outrebound-
ed in its past two SEC matchups 
and will need a mobile Young 
to help Finney-Smith grab more 
boards. Finney-Smith recorded 
nine offensive rebounds against 
the Razorbacks, while no one else 

on the Gators collected more than 
one each. 

Donovan said his frontcourt 
will need to take advantage of 
more second chance opportuni-
ties against the Bulldogs, who 
Donovan said have more offen-
sive options this season than they 
did during their two losses to the 
Gators last year.

“They’re getting almost 15 of-

fensive rebounds per game in 
their first two SEC games,” Dono-
van said. 

“With the way they run their 
offense, they’re always going to 
have their three, four and five 
relatively close to the basket, and 
they really do a great job of get-
ting to the backboard and creat-
ing offensive rebounds.”

Lily (Svete)’s good shot, looks very different than Kayla (Lewis)’s 
good shot. They’ve got to make their own plays. That’ll be some-
thing we’ll continue to reinforce this week.”

The Gators’ trademark this season has been the team’s ability 
to have any player step up on any given night. 

The recent winning streak was proof of it.
Lewis led the team with 19 points against St. Francis. Cassie 

Peoples put up 23 against Mississippi State. Against then-No. 6 
Kentucky, Bonds scored 23 points. 

In those games, however, Florida shot 55.1, 46.8 and 49.1 per-
cent from the field, respectively.  

“You hope you shoot the ball well,” Butler said. “You hope 
you shoot the ball consistently. But, if you watch enough bas-
ketball, it doesn’t matter how great of a shooting team you are. 
There’s going to be nights it doesn’t fall.”

The Gators are also without sophomore forward Christin 
Mercer, who has been suspended indefinitely. Mercer has been 
an integral part of Florida’s success so far this season, as she is 
second on the team in points (11.8) and third on the team in re-
bounds (5.8) per contest.

One could argue her absence on Sunday was tough to over-
come, as the Gators were outscored by 14 and outrebounded by a 
50-29 margin against LSU. 

“It’s hard to say,” Butler said on whether Mercer’s absence 
was a factor in the loss to LSU. “We’re just speculating. Certain-
ly, having one less person in the rotation that we’re used to … 
you’ve got to account for that.”

“I really thought it was just a few folks having an off night. 
The slow start really hurt us.”

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2014 � ALLIGATOR, 15

Ryan Jones / Alligator Staff

Dorian Finney-Smith (right) defends USC’s Sindarius Thornwell (middle) 
during Florida’s’ 74-58 win on Jan. 8 in the O’Connell Center. Finney-
Smith led UF in points in its win against Arkansas on Saturday.

Finney-Smith logged career-high minutes
hoopS, from page 13

Jordan Mcpherson / Alligator Staff

Christin Mercer attempts a shot in Florida’s 59-52 win 
against Arkansas on Thursday in the O’Connell Center.

w-hoopS, from page 13

Forward suspended 

Roper working to improve anemic offense

that made him a hot-shot coordinator even Nick Sa-
ban couldn’t wait to hire.

Moving to Gainesville did come with a cost for 
Roper. 

He, his wife, Britt, daughter, Reese, and son, 
Luke, moved away from Roper’s brother Zac, who 
is the special teams coordinator for Duke. Zac has a 
wife and two kids as well. 

A chance to revitalize a team a year removed 
from the BCS and a program with as many national 
championships as Heisman Trophy winners was 
too good to pass up.

“One of the obvious mainstays in college foot-
ball,” Roper said about Florida. “This is a great uni-
versity with a history and a lot of championships. 
The year before they went to the Sugar Bowl, so ob-
viously there’s a lot of good football players on this 
team. 

“It’s a chance to come and compete for champi-
onships.”

What Roper has to work with is uncertain, un-
proven and underperforming talent. Junior quarter-
back Jeff Driskel comes off a fractured right fibula 

he suffered against Tennessee on Sept. 21. 
Freshman Will Grier, who worked with Roper at 

Duke quarterback camps, is an unknown commod-
ity. 

Sophomore running back Matt Jones is missing 
spring practice while recovering from a torn left 
meniscus. The search for a major contributor at re-
ceiver is ongoing. 

The offensive line is missing parts, while the tight 
ends are missing altogether.

There’s much to figure out in 15 spring practices, 
a summer and fall training camp, but by all indica-
tions, the man who learned from one of the best is 
ready.

foot, from page 13

“One of the obvious mainstays in college 
football. This is a great university with a 
history and a lot of championships. The 
year before they went to the Sugar Bowl, 
so obviously there’s a lot of good football 

players on this team. It’s a chance to come 
and compete for championships.”

Kurt Roper
UF offensive coordinator

“You hope you shoot the ball well. You hope 
you shoot the ball consistently. But if you watch 

enough basketball, it doesn’t matter how great of a 
shooting team you are. There’s going to be nights it 

doesn’t fall.”
Amanda Butler

UF coach



� CAQUATTO FINISHED WITH LOWEST SCORE.

  ERICA A. HERNANDEZ 
 Alligator Writer @EricaAlyssa

   The Gators fell multiple times but managed to stay bal-
anced against the Bruins on Saturday.

  Multiple gymnasts made errors and falls in their rou-
tines in UCLA’s Pauley Pavilion — mistakes that are now 
refl ected in UF’s fall from the No. 1 ranking in the country 
to No. 4. 

  “Of course we had mistakes here and there, and that 
was to be expected,” coach Rhonda Faehn said. “Looking 
at it, there were so many new things that happened in out 
lineups.” 

  Part of that new look was Mackenzie Caquatto compet-
ing in all four events for the fi rst time since her freshman 
year. 

The Naperville, Ill., native ended up missing her hand 
placement on vault, much to Faehn’s surprise.  

  “That was so uncharacteristic, that was really kind of 
fl uky. She’s never ever done that and never missed that,” 
Faehn said. 

“After that happened, she took kind of a low landing and 
her legs really took a hit, so that affected her on fl oor.” 

  Caquatto, a fi ve-time All-American, ended the match 
with the lowest all-around score of all gymnasts at the 
meet (37.300), though no UCLA gymnast competed in all 
four events. 

Caquatto’s 9.150 on vault was also the lowest score in 

that event. 
Her 8.40 on fl oor was the lowest individual score from 

the entire meet. Florida has not had a gymnast record worse 
than Caquatto’s 8.40 on fl oor since Gabby Fuchs scored a 
8.25 on April 10, 1999. 

  One Gator who has not seen action in any event this 
year is Lauren Rose, who tore her Achilles in the 2012-2013 
season. 

Faehn said Rose was improving and rehabbing in the 
fall, but the senior is still suffering from Achilles tendon-
itis. 

  “It’s just an ongoing issue,” Faehn said. “She is training, 
but we have to be just really careful with that and take it 
slow with her.”

  Rose has competed with her team nine times, including 
several exhibition outings, in her three years at UF. Faehn 
said she hopes to see Rose compete in at least vault this 
season. 

  With only two practices before the Gators hit the road 
to take on Auburn, Faehn has a tall task ahead of her in 
quickly correcting her squad’s imperfections. 

  Said Faehn: “We weren’t expecting them to come out of 
the gates blasting and being near perfect.” 
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Mackenzie Caquatto sticks a dismount in a quad meet 
Jan. 27, 2012. Caquatto struggled in UF’s season opener.

UF handles falls, injury to start season 

FOOTBALL

  ADAM LICHTENSTEIN
 Alligator Staff Writer @alichtenstein24

  Florida’s recovery from an injury-rid-
dled 2013 season is moving slowly.

  On Monday, coach Will Muschamp an-
nounced the prognosis for several of the 
Gators’ walking wounded.

  Running back Matt Jones, who suffered 
a radial tear of his meniscus against LSU on 
Oct. 12, 2013, has not been cleared to play 
for spring football and will require another 

surgery to repair the cartilage. Muschamp 
said an earlier surgery repaired only about 
60 percent of the sophomore’s meniscus.

  “It is a little more lengthy when you 
hear a meniscus you feel, ‘OK; it’s just a 
meniscus, you go in and reattach it and it’s 
fi ne,’” Muschamp said. 

“But this was torn all the way through. 
It’s a little more serious than a regular me-
niscus.”

  The Gators will also be lacking at line-
backer during spring practices.

  Alex Anzalone, Jeremi 
Powell and Matt Rolin 
will all miss the semes-
ter with the injuries they 
suffered in 2013. Powell 
and Rolin both have torn 
ACLs, and Anzalone suf-
fered a dislocated shoul-
der.

  In addition, offensive lineman Octavius 
Jackson, suffering from a chronic shoulder 
injury, is recovering from surgery.

  However, it is not all bad news for UF.
  Wide receiver Andre Debose, who 

missed all of 2013 with a torn ACL, is ex-
pected to return for his sixth year at Flor-
ida during the spring. Muschamp said he 
will likely be able to participate in non-
contact drills.

Of  fensive lineman Tyler Moore, who 
suffered a broken elbow in a scooter acci-
dent last season, should be healthy enough 
to practice in the spring, Muschamp an-
nounced.  

 Florida recovering from injuries before spring practice starts

“It’s just an ongoing issue. [Rose] is training 
but we have to be just really careful with that 

and take it slow with her.”
Rhonda Faehn

UF coach

Jones
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