
KICKOFF
INSIDE
◗Jameis Winston leads the high-powered Florida State offense 
into Gainesville on Saturday. Read the story on page 3.

ONLINE
◗ Visit alligatorSports.org on Monday for a podcast analyzing 
Florida’s season finale against Florida State. 



ADAM LICHTENSTEIN
Alligator Staff Writer        @alichtenstein24

A year ago, Will Muschamp was on top of 
the world.

Florida had just outplayed No. 13 Florida 
State on its own fi eld — a stark turnaround 
from UF’s loss the year before.

The Gators were angling for a national-title 
bid. Florida still had a shot to play in the BCS 
National Championship game, if Southern Cali-
fornia could beat Notre Dame.

It was not to be, but still, Muschamp was 
happy.

He joked with the media, saying the Gators’ 
win against the Seminoles was “sexy,” and he 
had considered meeting reporters shirtless. His 
wife and players convinced him otherwise. 

What a difference a year makes. 
In 2011, FSU dominated UF at Ben Hill Grif-

fi n Stadium, winning by two touchdowns de-
spite being held to fewer than 100 yards of total 
offense.

But now it was Florida’s turn. The Gators’ 
win had all the hallmarks of a Will Muschamp 
dream team.

A bruising running game led Florida’s of-
fense to 37 points. Senior Mike Gillislee and 
freshman Matt Jones combined for 221 yards 
and three touchdowns.

The defense was stout. Freshman Antonio 
Morrison turned the tide of the game with an 
earth-shattering hit on quarterback E.J. Manuel.

And, of course, there was a comeback. The 
Seminoles climbed back from a 13-point defi cit 
only to see the Gators re-emerge and score 24 
unanswered points to seal the win.

That was a year ago. What a difference a year 

makes.
  

The 2013 season has been anything but 
happy for Florida. The calendar year has been a 
disaster. After Muschamp’s high point at Doak 
Campbell Stadium, things only got worse.

A month later, fewer than 48 hours after 
the ball dropped in Times Square, the Gators 
dropped the ball in New Orleans. 

Facing an underdog Louisville squad fa-
vored by nobody, Florida caved.

Denied a shot at a national title, the Gators 
had little but bragging rights to fi ght for, and they 
didn’t even get those. The Cardinals showed up 
to play, unlike the boys from Gainesville.

“We wasn’t supposed to be here in a lot of 
people’s eyes,” Sharrif Floyd said after the loss, 
“and we proved the whole country wrong.”

Florida proved the whole country wrong 
with the loss as well.

There was a mass exodus from the program 
after the fl op in the French Quarter.

Backup quarterback Jacoby Brissett, who 
competed for the starting quarterback up until 
the Gators’ 2012 season opener, announced he 
was transferring. 

The Gators also lost several players to the 
NFL Draft. Some, like Jon Bostic, Josh Evans and 
Gillislee, graduated. But others, such as Floyd, 
Jelani Jenkins and Jordan Reed, ceded their fi nal 
seasons to enter the draft.

Having players leave for the draft is normal 
attrition every program deals with.

But it proved especially costly for Florida.
Each player who left college early would 

have played a crucial role on this year’s team.
But despite surely knowing his program 

would lose many key players soon, Muschamp 
was hopeful that night at the Superdome.

“We’ve had a great year, and we’re moving 
this thing forward at a rapid pace,” he said after 
the loss. “And I’m excited where we are. Very 
disappointed with the outcome today, but very 
positive as we move forward.”

  
It was not great to be a Florida Gator in the 

summer of 2013. Between former Gator Aaron 
Hernandez being arrested on murder charges 
and current Gator Antonio Morrison being ar-
rested on battery and barking charges, the sea-
son could not start fast enough.

The team entered fall camp relatively 
healthy. Offensive lineman Jon Halapio had a 
partially torn pectoral muscle, quarterback Jeff 
Driskel was recovering from an appendectomy, 
and tailback Matt Jones was out with a viral in-
fection.

Two fl uke sicknesses and one weight lifting 
injury — otherwise, the team was ready.

But the so-called injury bug struck quickly.
Its fi rst victim: wide receiver Andre Debose. 

The redshirt senior suffered a torn ACL during 
fall camp. But Florida had a large group of fresh-
man wideouts. Surely one of them would make 
up for Debose’s minimal production in 2012.

Offensive tackle Chaz Green was next. He 
suffered a torn labrum on Aug. 20.

No big deal. The Gators had depth at offen-
sive line.

The injuries only got worse from there.
Florida opened the season with a win against 

Toledo, but after a turnover-driven loss to Mi-
ami on Sept. 7, it looked to recover against Ten-
nessee.

One awkward tackle later, the Gators’ start-
ing quarterback was out for the season — Driskel 
suffered a fractured fi bula in the fi rst quarter.

Redshirt junior Tyler Murphy fi lled in admi-

rably, but the hits kept coming.
Three days after the Gators defeated the Vol-

unteers, they suffered arguably their biggest 
loss of the season.

Defensive tackle Dominique Easley attempt-
ed to defend a screen pass in practice and suf-
fered a torn ACL.

It was the senior’s second ACL tear in three 
years, and the injury ultimately ended his col-
lege career. He announced he would not seek 
a medical redshirt and instead prepared for 
May’s NFL Draft.

Easley was by no means the last Florida 
player to go down for the season. The injury re-
port kept growing.

In the two months since Easley suffered 
his injury, starters Jones (torn meniscus), Tyler 
Moore (fractured elbow), Antonio Morrison 
(torn meniscus) and Michael Taylor (sprained 
MCL) have suffered season-ending injuries.

Others, such as Murphy (shoulder sprain), 
D.J. Humphries (sprained MCL) and Jonathan 
Bullard (undisclosed) have missed multiple 
games but have not been ruled out for the rest 
of the season.

Non-starters who received signifi cant play-
ing time, such as Alex Anzalone (dislocated 
shoulder), Jeremi Powell (torn ACL) and Nick 
Washington (shoulder) have seen injuries short-
en their seasons as well.

“I’m pretty sure if we had all our guys this 
season, [this season] would be different,” senior 
Jaylen Watkins said. 

  
Will Muschamp does not make excuses. 

Throughout the season, his oft-repeated mantra 
has been, “Man down, man up.”

But there are only so many times a team can 
man up.

“I don’t know that it’s depth issues,” he said. 
“I think it’s different moving parts. The starting 
lineup week-to-week has been different for us 
in a lot of situations across the board.”

But losing — for any reason — does not sit 
well in “Gator Nation.”

Muschamp and his coaching staff have be-
come easy targets. Fans want heads to roll, and 
players and coaches alike are hearing the com-
plaints.

“I try to stay away from it, but it’s every-
where,” wide receiver Solomon Patton said. “It 
makes me mad.”

While some fans want Muschamp gone, he 
does not appear to be going anywhere.

Florida Athletic Director Jeremy Foley is-
sued a statement through the team website on 
Nov. 13 saying he supported Muschamp “a 
thousand percent.”

And Muschamp doesn’t have just Foley be-
hind him.

Gordon “Stumpy” Harris, one of fi ve Flori-
da legacy directors (a booster who has donated 
more than $3 million), says he backs Muschamp 
as well.

“I’ve known every head football coach at 
the University of Florida on a fi rst-name basis 
since Bob Woodruff,” Harris said. “And I liked 
Muschamp a lot … He’s a little fi ery, and I like 
that.”

Harris, who has been a season-ticket holder 
since 1956, has seen plenty of mediocre Gators 
teams over the year — including the winless 
1979 squad. And he has words for those calling 
for Muschamp to be fi red.

“If I were in his shoes, I’d try to fi gure out 
some way to make it clear that I’m going to 
make the decisions,” Harris said. “I’m not go-
ing to be infl uenced by fans. I’m not going to be 
told by fans.”

Harris said a lot of the boosters he has talked 
to agree.

“It’s sort of like the closing of the ranks,” 
he said. “Those are the kind of people I associ-
ate with … I don’t put up with mean-spirited 
people.”

Two days after Florida suffered a home loss 
to Georgia Southern — the fi rst time the Gators 
lost to a current FCS team since 1946 — Mus-
champ met with the media. Foley sat in the back 
of the meeting room.

Two days earlier, Muschamp walked into 
the same room, defeated. He said the game was 
“an embarrassment.”

But this time, Muschamp walked into the 
room with confi dence. Was he worried for his 
job? “Absolutely not.” Would he be back in 
2014? “Absolutely.” 

Despite the injuries, upset losses and never-
ending criticism, the third-going-on-fourth-year 
coach said Florida was close to regaining the 
level of play from 2012.

“Regardless of the results Saturday after-
noon, which is all disappointing for everyone 
… I just don’t feel like we’re that far off,” Mus-
champ said. “I think we’ve got a really good 
football team.”

What a difference a year can make.
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Descent
 Rapid 

Rachel Crosby / Alligator Staff

Tyler Murphy rolls back after being sacked during Florida’s 36-17 loss to Missouri on Oct. 19 at Faurot Field in Columbia, Mo. A year 
after going 11-2 and making it to the Sugar Bowl, the Gators are not bowl eligible for the fi rst time since the 1990 season.

Kristi Camara / Alligator Staff

Hunter Joyer (41) drops a pass in the end zone during Florida’s 26-20 loss to Georgia 
Southern on Saturday in Ben Hill Griffi n Stadium. The Gators are 4-7 this season.

QB Jeff Driskel (leg)
RB Matt Jones (knee)
WR Andre Debose (knee)
OL Tyler Moore (elbow)
OL Chaz Green (shoulder)
DL Dominique Easley (knee)
LB Antonio Morrison (knee)
LB Michael Taylor (knee)
LB Alex Anzalone (shoulder)
LB Matt Rolin (knee)
LB Jeremi Powell (knee)
DB Nick Washington (shoulder)

OUT

QB Tyler Murphy (shoulder)

QUESTIONABLE

OB Jacob Coker (knee)
OL Ira Denson (shoulder)
WR Jarred Haggins (knee)
TE Kevin Haplea (knee)
DB Tyler Hunter (neck)
LB Matthew Thomas (shoulder)

OUT

OL D.J. Humphries (knee)
DOUBTFUL

DL Jonathan Bullard (undisclosed)

PROBABLE
DB Marcus Roberson (ankle)

ACTIVE

Gators take step back in Muschamp’s third year
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Heisman favorite to face Gators:
Quarterback Jameis Winston leads No. 2 
Florida State into its matchup against Florida 
on Saturday, pg 3. 

Savannah Jordan 
and the Gators lost in 

the second round of the 
NCAA Tournament on 
Friday. Read the story 

on page 14.

Circus to perform at UF in January
Tickets range from $14 to $58 and go on sale Friday, pg 3.  
Gators March for Babies reaches goal of $100,000
The previous record was $80,000, pg 9. 

79/59
FORECAST 2
OPINIONS 6
CLASSIFIEDS 10

CROSSWORD  12
SPORTS 13

VOLUME 108 ISSUE 68 WWW.ALLIGATOR.ORG TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2013

William A. England / Alligator Staff

Dining Blind
UF materials science and engineering junior Matt Wener, 21, wears earplugs and assists UF English 
senior Constance Hackler, 20, who wears a blindfold as part of the Dining with Disabilities event in 
the Reitz Union Rion Ballroom on Monday evening. Participants were challenged with an assigned 
disability to gain a better understanding of others’ lifestyles. Read the story on page 3.  

STATE

KATHRYN VARN
Alligator Staff Writer kvarn@alligator.org

Students leaving town should 
be extra vigilant while driving dur-
ing Thanksgiving Break. Florida 
Highway Patrol troopers will be, 
too.

The patrol is increasing the 
number of personnel who normal-
ly monitor Florida’s roads starting 

Thanksgiving day and continuing 
until Sunday, according to an FHP 
news release.

FHP is participating in a nation-
wide campaign called Operation 
Combined Accident Reduction 
Effort, aka CARE. Troopers will 
pay special attention to aggressive 
driving and seatbelt use, according 
to the release.

During last Thanksgiving Break, 

troopers issued more than 9,300 
tickets. About 4,000 were for speed-
ing, 650 for seatbelt violations, and 
145 for driving under the infl uence, 
according to the release.

They also gave roadside assis-
tance for about 2,300 drivers, which 
drivers can use by dialing *347.

Allison Curran, a UF commu-
nications, sciences and disorders 
senior, said she’s going to drive 
extra cautiously on the way home 
to Tampa and on the drive back to 
Gainesville.

The 21-year-old said she usually 
sets her cruise control at 73 miles 

per hour but sometimes drives up 
to 80 miles per hour. However, she 
said she’ll stick below 80 for her 
Thanksgiving commute.

“If I know there’s going to be 
increased patrols, I wouldn’t risk 
it for the extra fi ve to 10 minutes,” 
she said, adding that she thinks the 
more troopers, the better. “I don’t 
think there’s anything wrong with 
enforcing the law.”

More offi cers on the highway for Thanksgiving Break

� THANKSGIVING FALLS 
ON THE SECOND NIGHT 
OF HANUKKAH. 

REBECCA TURKEL
Alligator Contributing Writer

American Jews are prepar-
ing for even more celebration 
this Thanksgiving, as it also 
falls on the second night of Ha-
nukkah.

For UF students, this means 
combining traditions and be-
ing able to spend Hanukkah at 
home — which is usually cel-
ebrated during fi nals week.

Rabbi Gail Swedroe of UF 
Hillel attributes the early start 
of Hanukkah to the Jewish cal-
endar. Judaism follows a lunar 
calendar, which means holi-
days have a certain range of 
dates, she said.

The last time the two holi-

days shared the same day was 
in 1888, according to the Asso-
ciated Press.

It is not estimated to happen 
again for the next 79,043 years.

But Swedroe said the dif-
ferent dates should not affect 
Hanukkah traditions.

“I think the only difference 
is people will be eating turkey 
on Hanukkah and maybe hav-
ing some latkes on Thanksgiv-
ing,” she said.

UF Hillel hosted a Thanks-
giving-themed Shabbat dinner 
on Friday and will host a Ha-
nukkah party on the holiday’s 
last night, Dec. 5, Swedroe 
said.

“It’s interesting because Ha-
nukkah often happens during 
fi nals, so students aren’t able 
to go home for the holiday,” 
she said. “So if anything, there 

‘Thanksgivukkah’ 
presents rare holiday 
for Jewish families

ALEXANDRA HERSHORN
Alligator Contributing Writer

Bo Diddley Community Plaza will re-
main thawed-out for at least the sixth con-

secutive year.
City offi cials say Gainesville has not 

pursued bringing an ice rink back to the 
plaza after a scrubbed attempt last year.

Finances are one roadblock, said City 
of Gainesville spokesman Bob Woods. In 
years past, the city had to subsidize the 
rink.

“The cost of the rink to the city ranged 
from $120,000 to $150,000 per year,” 
Woods said. “Due to the cost, we decided 
not to have the ice rink.”

Interim Manager of Cultural Affairs  
Russell Etling, said no other vendor has 
reached out to the city this year to promote 
an ice rink, and the city can’t afford the fi -
nancial risk.

“The only way we could have the rink 
would be with an independent contrac-

Gainesville not pursuing downtown ice skating rink this year
SEE HOLIDAY, PAGE 4

SEE ICE, PAGE 4

Finances are the main concern

“I wouldn’t risk it for the 
extra fi ve to 10 minutes.”

Allison Curran
UF communications, sciences                   

and disorders senior
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northwest of Detroit. Kuzma 
has been on the lookout for 
the animal, which had been 
wandering her neighborhood. 
On Saturday, Lisa Davenport 
came to Kuzma’s house to get 
a look at the llama. Davenport 
has three llamas of her own 
along with other animals at a 
Michigan farm. The women 
walked into a field to give the 
llama some food, and Dolly 
stood still instead of being her 
usual skittish self. They then 
coaxed the llama into a barn. 
Davenport plans to take the 
llama back to her own farm.

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject 
line to sshavell@alligator.org. 
To ensure publication in the 
next day’s newspaper, please 
submit the event before 5 
p.m. Please model your sub-
missions after above events 
and keep them 150 words or 
fewer. Improperly formatted 
“What’s Happening” submis-
sions may not appear in the 
paper. Press releases will not 
appear in the paper.

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
RecSports gift certificates 

available
Give the gift of good health 
this holiday season. RecSports 
has holiday packages avail-
able for massage therapy, per-
sonal training and small group 
training. Available massages 
include deep tissue, sports, 
orthopedic and Swedish. 
Small group training classes 
are a great way to meet fitness 
goals through specialized for-
mats in a small group environ-
ment. Class formats offered in 
the Spring include kettlebell, 
Kinesis/Power Plate, TRX, 
olympic lifting training, sport 
conditioning, inversion yoga, 
PilatesMAT, MoveStrong 
and Welcome to the Gym. To 
purchase a holiday package, 
stop by the training center at 
Southwest Recreation Center 
between 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. For 
more information, visit recs-
ports.ufl.edu.

Talking Gators Toastmasters 
meets Tuesdays 
Talking Gators meets Tuesdays 
at 5:45 p.m. in the Entomology 
Building, Room 1031. An of-
ficers meeting will be held 
after today’s meeting. The an-
nual Holiday White Elephant 
Gift Exchange will be part of 
the Dec. 3 meeting. Bring a 
wrapped or bagged gift for 
the exchange. For more infor-
mation, go to talkinggators.
toastmastersclubs.org. Talking 
Gators is also on Facebook. 

Enter to win a fully equipped 
scooter
In addition to free admission 
to all exhibits, students who 
come to the Florida Museum 
of Natural History between 
now and Dec. 5 can enter to 
win a fully equipped scooter. 
Party 99.5 and the museum 
are giving away a new scooter 
courtesy of Southern Scooters 
& ATVs. Entrants must be UF 
students with valid Gator 1 
Cards and 18 years or older. 
The winner will be announced 
during a Party 99.5 remote 
broadcast at the museum from 
3 to 5 p.m. Dec. 5. The win-
ner must be present to claim 
the scooter. Tune in to Party 
99.5 for more details and the 
chance to get registered, or 

register at the museum, 3215 
Hull Road. Museum hours 
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 1 to 5 
p.m. Sunday. The museum 
is closed Thanksgiving 
Day, will close at 1 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve, remain 
closed Christmas Day and 
reopen Dec. 26.

Florida Museum seeks public 
relations intern
The Florida Museum of 
Natural History is looking 
for a public relations in-
tern to work 12 to 15 hours 
a week. The position offers 
experience and a chance to 
build a strong portfolio with 
published clips. You will 
write press releases, put to-
gether media kits, carry out 
administrative duties, give 
media tours, write feature 
stories and work closely with 
other departments within 
the museum. Applicants 
must possess strong com-
munication and editing 
skills, knowledge of AP 
style and be detail-oriented. 
Applicants should also have 
a working knowledge of 
Photoshop or InDesign and 
Microsoft Office or have the 
ability to learn these pro-
grams quickly. To apply, 
please email a resume, two 
writing samples and a cover 
letter to Paul Ramey, APR at 
pramey@flmnh.ufl.edu, and 
please CC Kaitlin Gardiner 
at kgardiner@flmnh.ufl.edu, 
or call 352-273-2028 for more 
information.

BRIEFS
Wandering llama caught in 
Michigan

HOLLY TOWNSHIP, Mich. 
(AP) — A llama spotted wan-
dering for nearly six months 
in Michigan has been cap-
tured and is getting a new 
home. Mlive.com reports the 
llama that Kathy Kuzma calls 
“Dolly” was found Saturday 
in Oakland County’s Holly 
Township, about 40 miles 

Have an event planned?
Add it to the Alligator’s 

online calendar:
alligator.org/calendar
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� TICKETS GO ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10 A.M. 

SYDNEY DIXON
Alligator Contributing Writer

“The Greatest Show on Earth” will make its way to 
Gainesville for the fi rst time in January.

The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus will pres-
ent a “Super Circus Heroes” theme Jan. 10-12 in the Stephen C. 
O’Connell Center.

Renee Musson, associate director of the O’Connell Cen-
ter, wrote in an email that the “Super Circus Heroes” theme 
is “based on the circus’ current focus to stop childhood bully-
ing.”

She said the circus will be in town prior to the event at vari-
ous charities trying to spread the message and “help folks fi nd 

their inner super hero to stop the bullying.”
“They are excited to be here so that every ‘child of any age’ 

can get to experience ‘The Greatest Show on Earth,’” Musson 
said.

The show dates and times are Jan. 10 at 7 p.m.; Jan. 11 at 11 
a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m. and Jan. 12 at 1 p.m.

The tickets will range in price from $14 to $58 and will go on 
sale Friday at 10 a.m.  

There will also be will be coupons available as the show gets 
closer, Musson said.

Emily Astrom, a 19-year-old UF mathematics sophomore, 
said she would go to the circus when she was younger and that 
she’s excited it is coming to Gainesville. 

“I would rearrange my schedule just to go,” she said.
Laura Hernandez, an 18-year-old UF accounting freshman, 

said she thinks it’s awesome a circus is coming to campus.
Hernandez said the fact that it’s coming to the O’Connell 

Center is convenient because many freshmen might not have 
transportation otherwise.

According to the Ringling Bros. website, Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey will showcase “superhuman athleticism, 
power and pageantry that will have Children Of All Ages dis-
covering their own superhuman strength.”

“This show will be great for everyone,” Musson said.

Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Circus to perform at UF in January

CAMPUS

ALEX HARRIS
Alligator Staff Writer aharris@alligator.org

The Reitz Union Rion Ballroom was fi lled 
with about 70 students Monday night who 
were blinded by bandanas, with socks on 
their hands or gesticulating wildly, all while 
eating roasted chicken and mashed potatoes.

The event, called Dining with Disabilities, 
was put on by Student Government’s disabil-
ity affairs cabinet. Chairwoman Jillian Roberts  
said the mission of the event was to attempt 
to create a more inclusive community at UF.

“The purpose is to educate students in the 
UF community about disabilities, and to open 

their eyes to different ways of life,” she said. 
“Just because someone can’t see as well as 
you, hear as well as you, speak as well as you 
or move as well as you doesn’t make them 
any less valuable or important of a person.”

The event featured the simulation of four 
disabilities, said Roberts, a 20-year-old UF 
communications sciences and disorders ju-
nior.

Hearing loss was simulated with ear-
plugs, vision loss with blindfolds and speech 
impairment with a drawing of a heart on the 
participants’ hand to remind them to stay si-
lent.

Hemiplegia, where half of the body is 

paralyzed, was represented by covering the 
dominant hand with a tube sock, rendering it 
unusable for the night.

The event, funded by SG, featured four 
speakers. Each speaker talked about their per-
sonal journey and individual diffi culties with 
his or her disability. Disabilities the speakers 

face included narcolepsy, autism, deafness 
and legal blindness.

One of the speakers, Haley Moss, is a 
high-functioning UF psychology sophomore 
with autism. 

The 19-year-old called the event “abso-
lutely great.” She said that what students 
experienced at this dinner is what every dis-
abled person has to learn.

“You have to adapt," Moss said. "Every-
one who doesn’t have arms eating dinner, 
everyone who is blind and had to be fed their 
food.  That’s an adaption and you need extra 
help. You can still eat, you just have to do it a 
little differently.”

Dining with Disabilities aimed at increasing inclusivity 
“The purpose is to educate 

students in the UF community 
about disabilities, and to open their 

eyes to different ways of life.”
 Jillian Roberts

chairwoman

Show dates and times:
� Jan. 10 at 7 p.m.
� Jan. 11 at 11 a.m., 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
� Jan. 12 at 1 p.m.
� Tickets will range in price from $14 to $58 and will go on 
sale Friday at 10 a.m.
� Call 352-392-1653 or 800-745-3000 to reserve seats.
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Cool Down
UF economics student Ryan Harris, 20, takes a break while running 
stadiums Monday afternoon. The temperature reached a low of 61.

Rink contractor had problems last year

tor,” Etling said.
Prior to 2007, the downtown plaza used to fea-

ture an ice skating rink every winter, but the city’s 
parks and recreation department could no longer 
afford the cost of the winter wonderland transfor-
mation.

Last winter, students and residents alike were 
excited an outside contractor was going to bring 
the ice rink back.

Midwest Displays, a Pensacola-based com-
mercial Christmas display company, attempted to 
bring the rink last year.

The obstacles that eventually froze the project 
included several unsuccessful repairs to the chiller 
lines that freeze the ice and diffi culties fi tting the 
ice rink on the plaza. 

According to Alligator archives, the city also 
struggled with the 35-foot tent designed to cover 
the ice.

Daniel Landesberg, a 21-year-old UF telecom-
munication senior, said an ice skating rink would 
be a positive addition to the city and a great place 
to go on dates or to hang out with friends.

“Hopefully, we will be able to bring back the 
rink in the future,” Landesberg said.

The city still plans to have other events to en-
courage the holiday spirit.  

On Dec. 7 at 6 p.m., the annual tree lighting cer-
emony will take place at the Thomas Center.

The city will also decorate the downtown area, 
including Bo Diddley Community Plaza and City 
Hall, with light displays. 

Woods said installations are set to begin the 
week after Thanksgiving.

ICE, from page 1

Some families will combine traditions

will be more people home for the 
holiday.”

Pearleen Lederman, a 22-year-
old UF fi nance senior, is going 
home for Thanksgiving despite the 
proximity to fi nals.

“This year my family is going 
to celebrate Thanksgiving and just 
add some of the Hanukkah tradi-
tions,” she said.

Lederman said her family will 
light the candles and eat some tra-
ditional food associated with the 
holiday.

“These are my two favorite hol-
idays,” she said, “So I’m so excited 
that they’re on the same night this 

year.”
Danielle Lehrer, a 20-year-old 

UF political science and Russian 
studies junior, said her family 
plans to combine decorations from 
both holidays.

“We will light the menorah 
all together the second night of 
Hanukkah during our meal,” she 
said. “It will be really special to 

have the whole family together for 
both holidays.”

Lehrer said the late Thanksgiv-
ing Break will make it hard to bal-
ance exams, but she is looking for-
ward to the family and food aspect 
of going home.

She is also planning on combin-
ing the traditional foods by making 
latkes with a dollop of cranberry 
sauce on top.

Max Wolfson, a 19-year-old UF 
marketing sophomore, said his 
family will celebrate the holidays 
as two separate days.

“I don’t think my family will 
combine anything,” he said, “ex-
cept maybe the candle lighting for 
dinner.”

HOLIDAY, from page 1

“We will light the 
menorah all together the 

second night of Hanukkah 
during our meal.”

Danielle Lehrer
UF political science and                  

Russian studies junior
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Open House
High school students visit UF’s open house in the Stephen C. O’Connell Center on Mon-
day. Ambassadors provided information for those interested in becoming Gators.

CRIME

KATHRYN VARN
Alligator Staff Writer kvarn@alligator.org

Two shoplifters were arrested Monday afternoon af-
ter they attacked an employee and led police offi cers on a 
chase through Butler Plaza.

Gainesville Police arrested 19-year-old Brandon Lee 
Williams, of Gainesville, and a 17-year-old boy from Ar-
cher who was not identifi ed because of his age, said GPD 
spokesman Offi cer Ben Tobias. They face charges of rob-
bery and theft.

At about 2 p.m., offi cers arrived at 
Kohl’s, located at 3535 SW Archer Road, 
after the pair allegedly stole more than 
$700 worth of clothing from the store, ac-
cording to an arrest report.

As they were running away, the teen-
agers hit a Kohl’s loss-prevention em-
ployee multiple times, infl icting a large 
cut on his head, according to the report.

The shoplifters continued running across Southwest 

Archer Road and into Butler Plaza, Tobias said. Offi cers 
used police dogs to track their scents into woods near 
Windmeadows Apartments.

A resident then pointed out the teens to a Gainesville 
Police/Alachua County Sheriff’s Offi ce Joint Aviation 
Unit helicopter, Tobias said. Williams and the minor came 
out of the woods and were arrested at about 2:20 p.m.

Offi cers booked Williams into the Alachua County Jail 
at about 5 p.m., where he remained as of press time with 
no bond.  

Shoplifters injure Kohl’s employee, race across Archer Road

� NORMAL WEEKEND SERVICES 
RESUME SATURDAY. 

HANNA MARCUS
Alligator Staff Writer hmarcus@alligator.org

Thanksgiving break will impact most 
Regional Transit System bus routes from 
Wednesday until Friday. 

On Wednesday, routes 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 
17, 20, 23, 34, 35, 36 and 43 will have re-
duced service. Routes 21, 27, 28, 38, 39, 41, 
46, 62 and 76 will not run. 

Routes with reduced services will be 
noted on the RTS schedule with an “R,” 
according to a city news release.

Campus routes and Later Gator Servic-
es will also be canceled on Wednesday. 

All other routes that day, including 

1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 15, 24, 25 and 75, will 
follow the normal Fall 2013 schedule, ac-
cording to the release.

All services will be suspended on 
Thursday in observance of the Thanks-
giving holiday.

Friday’s bus schedule will operate as 
a normal Sunday schedule would, with 
only routes 1, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 20, 
25 and 35 in service. 

No campus routes or Later Gator 
routes will be available on Friday, accord-
ing to the release.

Normal weekend services will resume 
on Saturday. Gator Aider football game-
day shuttle service for the FSU game will 
not be affected.

For details on route changes, visit go-
rts.com.

RTS bus service altered over 
UF’s Thanksgiving Break

Williams



Reader response

The views expressed here are not necessarily those of the Alligator.
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Editorial

The Alligator encourages comments from readers. Letters to the editor should not exceed 150 words (about one letter-sized page). They must be typed, double-spaced and must include the author’s name, classifi cation and phone number. Names 
will be withheld if the writer shows just cause. We reserve the right to edit for length, grammar, style and libel. Send letters to opinions@alligator.org, bring them to 1105 W. University Ave., or send them to P.O. Box 14257, Gainesville, FL 32604-2257.

Columns of about 450 words about original topics and editorial cartoons are also welcome. Questions? Call 352-376-4458.

Thanksgiving is 
for loved ones, not 

doorbusters
Look, it’s 2013: We have tiny computers in our pockets, 

we can order pizzas without picking up a phone and 
we can stream an entire season of “Xena: Warrior Prin-

cess” on Netfl ix in one sitting. Information is available at our 
fi ngertips, and communication is effortless with the help of 
smartphones.

So why in the world is Black Friday still a thing? It’s so 
primitive. People suit up and wait in the freezing cold — or 
the sweltering humidity, if you hail from South Florida — to 
await a feeding frenzy, except instead of a zebra carcass it’s 
a Nintendo 3DS. Something about Black Friday just brings 
out the worst in people, and it further fuels Americans’ bad 
reputation abroad as capitalism-happy, greedy lunatics stam-
peding for the latest “it” gadget as if Walmart was an Eagles 
concert.

What possesses people to sacrifi ce a warm post-Thanks-
giving meal nap or quality time with the couch and a good 
book for crowds of people hustling for the last Garmin GPS? 
It’s the same kind of people who join polar bear clubs: people 
who seem to thrive on discomfort to prove a point. Not to 
mention the poor, underpaid workers who are forced to deal 
with the madding crowds at the expense of time with their 
families.

The debate against Black Friday isn’t new, but a new trend 
among big retailers such as Walmart and Best Buy includes 
opening their doors on the evening of Thanksgiving Day to 
begin sales. Before people will have fully digested their calo-
rie-fi lled Thanksgiving dinners, crazed shoppers will be thun-
dering down the aisles of Target and Sears grabbing every 
discounted object in sight.

What’s especially disconcerting is that many college stu-
dents will undoubtedly be part of the hopping madness on 
Thanksgiving evening and Black Friday. Even though the 
hours we spend at home with our families are few and far 
between, many will sacrifi ce that precious time in favor of 
Walmart.

Remember Emily’s pivotal monologue from “Our Town,” 
that you read Cliff’s Notes for when you were in 10th grade? 
In one heartbreaking scene, she revisits a moment from her 
childhood as a ghost and notices how little she and her family 
interact.

“Let’s really look at one another,” she says to the family 
members who can’t hear her. “We don’t have time to look at 
one another.”

We at the Alligator hope you’ll use this short break to 
take advantage of the short time you have with your parents, 
siblings, grandparents and close friends. As young 20-some-
things, it seems that everything in life is transient — part-time 
jobs, classes, internships and intimate relationships. Although 
the holidays are a successful vehicle for big corporations 
to sell their products, use the time you have at home or in 
Gainesville to appreciate the important people in your life.

72 TOTAL VOTES

25% YES
75% NO

Vote or post a message at www.alligator.org

Monday’s question: Do you think 
Thanksgiving Break starts early enough? 

Today’s question: Are you going shopping on Black 
Friday?

History repeats itself: Senate goes nuclear
In a week that was dominated by the antics of the crack-

smoking mayor of Toronto and the remembrance of 
JFK, the United States Senate did something unprec-

edented.
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) pulled the 

trigger on the nuclear option, which allows presidential 
nominations — with the exception of Supreme Court ap-
pointees — to be confi rmed by the Senate with a simple 
majority vote. Nominations for federal judges and bureau-
crats will no longer have to pass the 60-vote threshold. 
This nuclear option would stop many fi libuster attempts 
during the confi rmation process. 

Filibusters are a known problem in the Senate. An 
extremely large amount of fi libusters have taken place 
during the Obama administration. Maybe Reid felt com-
pelled to champion the nuclear option he always wanted 
in place.

If only that were reality. In 2005, when the Democrats 
were the minority party in the Senate, Reid said the pro-
posed nuclear option the Republican majority wanted to 
put in place was a “raw abuse of power and will destroy 
the very checks and balances our founding fathers put in 
place to prevent absolute power by any one branch of gov-
ernment.” Republicans threatened but did not implement 
the nuclear option in 2005 because Democrats were fi li-
bustering then-President Bush’s appointments. It’s amaz-
ing how history repeats itself.

Then-Senators Obama and Biden riled against this nu-
clear option and said that “if the majority chooses to end 
the fi libuster … (it will) put an end to democratic debate“ 
and “you cannot change the Senate rules by a pure major-
ity vote,” respectively.

Consistency is not a strong suit of Washington politi-
cians.

We can parse through this partisan noise and agree that 
the Senate majority party always wants a simple major-
ity vote in order to get their agenda through Congress. 
Filibusters were a problem in the Senate for both the Bush 
and Obama administrations.

Ramming this rule change is reminiscent of another 

Harry Reid stunt. Back in 2009, 
Reid ran the Affordable Care Act 
through the Senate much like he 
is doing with the nuclear option, 
and we all know how that is far-
ing. 

Reid justifi ed the rule change 
by claiming that Congress is not 
working. This is, in fact, true.  
Countless pieces of House legis-

lation have been denied debate in the Senate and pocket 
vetoed by the current Majority Leader Reid. But why let 
facts get in the way of your politics?  

The timing of this change is a little unusual. On one 
hand, the new Senate procedure successfully silenced the 
talk of the botched rollout of the Affordable Care Act and 
the internal uneasiness of many in the administration of its 
second go. This move would also quickly get the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Cir-
cuit  — considered to be the second most powerful court 
in the country — nominees confi rmed and ready to rest 
on the bench.

On the other hand, this move is close to the 2014 mid-
term elections. Many pundits and commentators predict 
that red-state Democrats will face uphill fi ghts this elec-
tion season. Why would Reid implement this change if his 
majority is at risk? If he becomes the minority leader, at 
least he can fall back on his previous anti-nuclear option 
position.

Politicians on both sides try to bend the rules to get 
what they want. Historically, when politicians respected 
each other, no nuclear option was needed. Instead of 
gridlock and inaction, politicians collaborated and accom-
plished great things.

Instead, we have politicians who try to game the sys-
tem to push their own agendas. The nuclear option might 
come and go, but it is a symptom of a larger problem in 
Washington.

Michael Beato is a UF economics sophomore. His column 
runs on Tuesdays. 
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Last year, I fi nally gave in and 
scheduled the eye exam I’d 
put off since high school. My 

lens prescription needed updat-
ing, and I was tired of the bright 
red frames my 15-year-old self 
thought were cool. I was ready for 
some new glasses. Afterward, I en-
gaged in the usual dance of pulling 
frames on and off my face a ridicu-
lous number of times to choose a 
complementary pair.

When my glasses were ready 
and fi tted with the new lenses, I put 
them on and suddenly everything 
looked six inches farther away than 
before. The experience sparked an 
existential crisis.

We try on our friends’ glasses 
and watch reality shift back and 
forth, but these glasses were mine 
to keep. When I put them on, I 
wondered where all of the objects 
in my fi eld of vision truly existed.

Opinions aren’t so different. 
Writing this column taught me a 
thing or two about how to pres-
ent an opinion to an audience who 
may or may not agree, in varying 
levels of intensity. Each of us wears 
our perspective like glasses — not 
a novel analogy — and they color 
the way we see.

The beauty of glasses and opin-
ions is we can try them on easily 
and, if they blur things beyond rec-
ognition, remove them and accuse 
the original wearer of blindness. 
However, we must never defend 
our views so ferociously that we 
would be ashamed to admit a 
change in perspective later. I’ve 
done that this semester, and people 
have a way of making sure you re-
member when it happens.

As the enigmatic author Dodin-
sky writes, “Do not make it a habit 
to dissect someone’s opinion to the 
point where you see the presence 
of malice where none exists.” 

Even when it’s straining, I urge 
you to try on the glasses of the 
person opposite you on the issue. 
Assume their beliefs and experi-
ences and perhaps some clarity 
will come.

My biggest hope is that at least 
once this semester you tried my 
glasses and on — if only tempo-
rarily — considered the shift in 
perspective as more than a fl eeting 
trial.

Katie McPherson is a UF English 
junior. Her column runs on Tuesdays.

Parting 
thoughts: 
Here, try 
these on

Column

Katie McPherson
opinions@alligator.org



BRETT RABINOVICH
Alligator Contributing Writer

A new fast-food seafood restaurant has 
been reeling in business partially thanks to 
social media and a tie to UF.

The Original Wharf Express, 3333 SW 
34th St., in University Town Center by Peach 
Valley, offers a mix of seafood and usually 
serves its meals within 10 minutes.

Leslie Guy, the owner of the franchise, is a 
UF alumna who was active in Greek life dur-
ing college, performed as a UF cheerleader 
and competed on the gymnastics team.

“Gainesville has become a part of me,” 
she said, “And I wanted to bring something 
back to Gainesville.” 

Part of her goal is to break the negative 
views many people have about fast-food 
seafood, she said.

The restaurant has primarily reached the 

student community through word of mouth, 
but kitchen manager RJ Wright said social 
media seems to help.

“As I keep updating my status and share 
the restaurant’s page on Facebook, I see 
more people coming in to try the food,” he 
said.

The restaurant also plans on expanding 
to other locations in the Gainesville area, 
Guy said.

Emily Dhondt, a 21-year-old UF adver-
tising senior who works in the restaurant, 
said students visit because they know other 
restaurants in the shopping center are good, 
and they’re looking for something new to 
try.

“I’ve seen a customer who has come in 
almost every single day this week because 
the food ... has a Southern charm to it,” she 
said.
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A new seafood fast-food franchise, Original Wharf Express, recently opened in 
Gainesville. The restaurant is located at 3333 SW 34th St.

Fast seafood reels in customers
LOCAL

DAVONA WILLIAMS
Alligator Contributing Writer

Forget Black Friday — it’s Black Furday if you ask Pup-
py Hill Farm Animal Rescue.

The agency is offering reduced adoption prices for 25 
cats on Black Friday at PetSmart in Butler Plaza, said Kris-
ten Seymour, board member at Puppy Hill Farm Animal 
Rescue.

Cats usually cost $75, but on Friday, they will cost $25 
from noon until 5 p.m.

Adopters can choose an all-black or black-and-white 
cats from 11 weeks to 3 years old.

“All of our cats have been vet checked, but depending on 
its age, it may need further vaccinations,” Seymour said.

A veterinarian will also be on site to help potential own-
ers.

“The doctor will just ask general questions to make sure 
the animal is the best fi t (for) the person. We want to make 
sure our kittens will have the right home for the holidays,” 
she said.

Shay Hill, a 20-year-old UF family, youth and commu-
nity science junior said she thinks the event is a cool idea.

“The deal is great; it’s just that my apartment won’t let 
me have animals,” Hill said.

Seymour said potential adopters must bring in a state-
ment from their landlord saying he or she will allow ani-
mals.

The decision to take home a new pet should depend on 
the adopter’s lifestyle, said Laurie Trenholm, executive di-
rector and founder of Puppy Hill Farm.

“If you are a family who has time off during the holi-
days and have time to help the pet acclimate, then it can be 
great,” Trenholm said.

Black Friday to include discounted cat adoptions in Butler Plaza

“If you are a family who has time off during 
the holidays and have time to help the pet 

acclimate, then it can be great.”
Laurie Trenholm

executive director and founder of Puppy Hill Farm

Certain cats are $25 from noon to 5 p.m.



� GAINESVILLE WAS RANKED 
FOURTH LAST YEAR.  

ISHA CHOSKI
Alligator Contributing Writer

The annual College Destination Index 
by the American Institute for Economic 
Research ranked Gainesville the fi fth small 
metro area in the country for 2013-2014.

Seventy-fi ve cities were organized into 
four categories: small metros, mid-sized 
metros, major metros and college towns.

The ranking, which is based on 12 crite-
ria, focuses on the academic aspects of the 
area and the “quality of life,” said Steven 
Cunningham, chief economist for the com-
pany. It also accounts for student diversity, 
entrepreneurial activity, and arts and lei-

sure.
“It’s a terrible thing to go to a town where 

you don’t want to step off the campus,” 
Cunningham said. “The idea is that students 
should and do pick a college based on aca-
demics and, certainly that puts Gainesville 
as a good place to go.”

Gainesville has been on the index since 
the ranking’s inception more than fi ve years 
ago. Last year, it was ranked fourth in its 
category, but this year the student diversity 
has increased signifi cantly, Cunningham, 
said.

Rubab Islam, an 18-year-old UF microbi-
ology freshman and Gainesville native, said 
the city is well-deserving of its rank.

“There’s Gator football, but then we also 
have a pretty active theater life and all sorts 
of multicultural events,” she said. “There’s 
something here for everyone.”
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CAMPUS

MICHAELA BISIENERE
Alligator Contributing Writer

Gators March for Babies met a record-
high fundraising goal of $100,000 Sunday 
at the 10th annual Gators March for Babies 
5K on campus.

“This was the highest we’ve ever raised 
by a lot,” said Kyle Croft, community direc-
tor for Alachua County March of Dimes.

The previous record high for fundrais-
ing was about $80,000.

Croft said about 600 people participated 
in the walk.

Earlier this month, the March of Dimes 
released its annual Premature Birth Report 
Card and gave Florida a “D” grade. Croft 
said the low grade made this year’s fund-
raising even more important than in previ-

ous years.
“It just really high-

lights the importance of 
what we’re doing and 
why we need to keep 
working for the babies,” 
Croft said.

Stephan Perets, di-
rector of Interfraternity 
Council recruitment for 

Gators March for Babies, said he was proud 
of how the event turned out.

“I feel like we couldn’t have done a bet-
ter job,” said the 21-year-old building con-
struction management junior. “Everything 
went well and we’ve reached our goal, 
which is already $20,000 more than our best 
year. Being able to raise money for a cause 
like that just makes me feel really good.”

Gators March for Babies 
reaches goal of $100,000

City fifth best small metro 

Croft
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BUY IT. SELL IT. FIND IT. 373-FIND

Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

2 BLOCKS FROM UF!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

12-4-71-1

COLLEGE ROOMS STARTING AT
$400.00 MONTH, 1/1, 2/2, 3/2's
UTILITIES INCLUDED NO MOVE IN COST. 
WE DO SEMISTER LEASING
Frances 352-375-8787 Rent Florida Realty    
2-7-13-150-1

1 furnished BR in condo 1mi S of UF & on 
bus route, with own BA & walk-in closet, 
laundry, laminate flooring, pool, basketball, 
gym. $369/mo includes utilities, internet, etc. 
352-262-3291    12-4-13-30-1

Countryside 4 Bd/4 Bth furnished condo on 
bus route. Bball, vball, pool, spa and fitness 
room. Rent includes $50 utility allowance 
per/room. 1 room available.  Ellie (561)361-
9600 or ebelliveau@sgczklaw.com    11-26-
13-19-1

Student life at Countryside at the University.  
Individual leases for students in four bedroom 
four bath condo. Bus service, plenty of park-
ing Enhance the UF experience. $375 mo. 
Contact Bristol Park Realty 352-367-2669 
rich@bristolparkrealty.com    1-8-13-20-1

3/3s and 4/4s
Fully Furnished w/ Washer & Dryer,

All-Inclusive w/Cable & Internet Included
Rooms Start at Just $319

TWO MONTHS FREE RENT
Call 352-379-9300

for Details!
1-6-14-17-1

One bedroom/one bath in 4br/4bath condo 
$350/mo. Countryside condos, 4000 SW 
23rd St. Includes Internet, cable TV, laminate 
flooring, washer & dryer. Furnished or unfur-
nished. 1st floor location. Students only. Call 
Thomas, (407) 405-7570.     12-4-13-8-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

1BR APT $395/mo
Small pet ok.  Call 352-372-1201 or 352-213-
3901    12-4-13-71-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dryer 
included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 352-538-2181 lv message    
12-4-13-71-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-4-13-167-2 

Now leasing 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th Street. 1BR/$450, 
2BR/$570. Call 335-7066, visit us on Facebook 
or Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  12-4-13-
71-2

 

Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some w/ enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, BRs carpeted. DW, W/D 
hk-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus rte, some 
walk to UF. Sec 8 accepted 352-332-7700   
12-4-13-71-2

● Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$460 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!

● 3/1 HOUSE 1100 sq ft
 2036 NW 31st Pl. $800/mo

No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

12-4-13-71-2

HISTORIC APTS Downtown Pleasant St 
Historic District. 1-3BRs. Ceiling fans, porch-
es, wd flrs, some w/ W/D. ALSO we have 2 & 
3BR homes. Cats ok, no dogs. 1st, last, sec. 
aprleve@aol.com Call/text 352-538-1550    
12-4-13-44-2

1, 2, & 3BRs. Tile in LR, kitchen & bathrooms 
& bedrooms. Hardwood floors, cent A/C, ceil-
ing fans, W/D hook-ups. Several locations, 
some walk to UF. Starting at $450/mo. Must 
See! Call 352-215-7780    1-10-13-32-2

SMALL COTTAGE - perfect for one person 
seeking a non-smoking, quiet, private, safe 
envronment. SW area off Tower Rd. 6-7 min 
to UF/Shands, 4 min to Oaks Mall $500/mo. 
352-562-9174    11-26-13-20-2

PET’S PARADISE
$390 - $650. No app or pet fee.
1 & 2BR, privacy fenced. SW. 352-331-2099    
1-27-14-21-2

******** 2 Bedroom ********
Midtown. Walk to UF & Downtown from this 
2BR apt in historic area. 116 NW 7th Terr. 
$740.00/mth. Call 870-2760.    12-4-13-14-2

3BR/3BA house, fenced yard, close to UF/
Shands, bus route. Open floor plan, newer 
home. W/D, lawn main, pest cont inc. Quiet 
neighborhood, avail Dec/Jan, $1475/month. 
tonyc@kinetixpt.com or 352-246-5958.    
1-6-13-41-2

Studio apartment perfect for Grad student 
Very close to campus off University Ave
Available January 1 (Earlier move-in possible) 
352-377-2930    1-6-13-9-2

MERRILL MANAGEMENT INC.
825 NW 13th Street
352-372-1494 x10
www.merrillmanagement.com

3BR 1BA with Dining Room
Home near Law School $900/Mo
217 NW 36th Dr. 1200 sq ft.
Central H & Air
 
1 Room Effeciency Across from UF Stadium
Tile Floors, Full Kitchen and Bath and Screen 
Porch
1806 ½ NW 2nd Ave. $500/Mo

2BR 1BA Garage Apt $700/Mo
Inclds Elec, Water & Sewer
1014 SW 2nd Place
Wood Floors, Central H & Air
12-4-13-8-2

Room for Rent in 3bdrm house Backyard, 
nice neighborhood near UF. Great deal $500/
mo incl elec!! New crpt/paint pet ok (561)706-
5378 918 NW 10th Ave.    12-4-13--7-2

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

Don’t get stuck with an extra rent payment. 
Advertise your subleases in the Alligator 
Classifieds and save yourself some cash. 
Call 373-FIND.

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 
www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

BIG 6/3, NICE YARD, LOTS OF PARKING 
TWO RM'S, JAN 1ST, $350 EACH NEW 
HEAT AND AC,LAUNDRY, BBQ, 14FT BAR 
RM, 2 REFR'S, CALL KARL 352-514-6180 
GOOD PEOPLE    1-6-13-10-4

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
12-4-71-5

FLORIDA WATERFRONT CONDO 
LIQUIDATION SALE! Brand new 2BR/2BA 
1,690sf luxury condo only $149,900 
Originally under contract for $365,000. Near 
downtown Orlando & all theme  parks/attrac-
tions.  Must see.  Call now 877-333-0272, x 
173    11-26-1-5

BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN BARGAIN! 25 
acres only $84,900. Beautifully wooded 
rolling mountaintop terrain, backs up to na-
tional forest. Enjoy stream, abundant wildlife, 
spectacular views, trails throughout. Paved 
rd frontage municipal water, utilities - all  
completed. Excellent financing. Call now 
866-952-5303, x 83    11-26-1-5

TENN. LAND BARGAIN WITH FREE BOAT 
SLIP! 1.70 acres meadows overlooks 140 
acre Nature Preserve, streams & ponds. 
Only $19,900. 6.1 acre hardwoods Only 
$27,900. FREE boat slips.  Excellent financ-
ing, little down. Call now 1-877-888-0267, 
x446    11-26-1-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 will 
deliver.      12-4-13-71-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        12-4-13-71-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        12-4-13-71-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   12-4-71-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
12-4-71-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       12-4-13-71-6

Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.

COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
Network specialists

We buy computers and laptops
Working and Non-working

378-4009, 607 NW 13th Street
12-4-13-62-7

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus On-Line Auctions●
are underway…bikes, computers, furniture,
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in
bidding go to: SURPLUS.UFL.EDU 392-0370
12-4-13-71-10

Guitars and Musical Instruments
New, Used and Factory Refurbished
Check Us Out Before You Buy or Sell!!
Leonardo's Music, Micanopy, FL
352-450-0928 Leonardos302.com
12-4-13-71-10

  
Party Supplies: Complete line of Bar 
Supplies, glassware, Liquor Pours,  Shakers, 
Professional Cooking Utensils.
R.W. Beaty Co. 1120 N. Main St.,  Gainesville
352-448-3433    beatyequip@aol.com    12-
4-13-42-10

BOOKS: After catastrophic biological war-
fare, we may not agree on what nature is or 
what civilization is. WILDERNESS, a science 
fiction novel, is by Alan Kovski. Available via 
Amazon.com    11-26-13-21-10

BOOKS: What will we become, years from 
now? Better or worse? Fools, victims, fortu-
nate souls, survivors in dangerous times? 
Read Remembering the Future, science 
fiction stories by Alan Kovski. Available via 
Amazon.com.    11-26-13-19-10

B.K. CHRISTMAS TREES
Potted Red Cedar & AZ Cypress, 3' to 10', 
$9 to $75. Free pecans & sugar cane. 20926 
NW 75th St. Alachua. Mon - Fri 4-6pm, Sat & 
Sun 10-6pm. 912-210-3429, 386-462-2060    
12-4-12-10

 

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

12-4-13-71-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Great Scooters, Service & Prices!

118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271
Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com

facebook.com/newscooters4less
12-4-13-71-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
12-4-13-71-11

★★★★Road Rat Motors★★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $999. 1-2yr 
warranties with roadside assistance includ-
ed. 376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com   12-4-
13-71-11

Road Rat Motors offers FREE pickup service 
for any paid scooter repair. LOWEST labor 
rate, quickest turnaround in town! Will repair 
ANY brand scooter. Free estimates. 376-
6275. RoadRatMotors.com    12-4-13-71-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

12-4-13-71-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   12-
4-13-71-11

★★★  WWW.SWAMPCYCLES.COM  ★★★
Scooters & Motorcycles ● Sales & Service 
Quality, Experienced, Certified Technicians.

Close to Campus, Lowest Prices.
633 NW 13th St. 352-373-8823

12-4-71-11

RPMMOTORCYCLES.COM
Gville's Japanese cycle specialists since 1998. 
Guaranteed work, best labor rates ($60/hr) 
Service-Parts-Accy. We have your tires. Mon-
Fri 10-6. 352-377-6974. 518 SE 2nd St.     12-
4-75-11
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2005 Vespa Granturismo 200,
3412 miles, Vintage Green with matching 
helmet and 1 more for passenger, top box, 
new battery, fuel pump, carburetor clean, 
cover, lock cable.
$3000.00 (352) 278-4699     11-26-13-5-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

CARS - CARS Buy●Sell●Trade
Clean BMW, Volvo, Mercedes
Toyota, Honda, Nissan cars

3432 N Main St. www.carrsmith.com
CARRSMITH AUTO SALES 373-1150

12-4-71-12

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●
 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
12-4-71-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN!
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!!
VEHICLES $800 AND UP!
352-338-1999     12-4-71-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN
OVER 150 VEHICLES IN STOCK!
CARS, TRUCKS, SUVS, & VANS!
352-338-1999    12-4-71-12

98 CHEVY ASTRO $2999
03 CHEVY MALIBU $3999
00 GMC SIERRA $2999
99 NISSAN SENTRA $4999
352-338-1999     12-4-71-12

01 MITS MIRAGE $3999
00 CHEVY CAVALIER $3999
00 DODGE INTREPID $2999
97 DODGE VAN $2999
352-338-1999    12-4-71-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
NO CREDIT CHECK!!
CARS, TRUCKS, SUVS & VANS
30 DAY WARRANTY
352-375-9090  12-4-71-12

08 NISSAN QUEST $10,999
05 CHEVY IMPALA $8999
04 VOLVO S40 $8999
04 SUZUKI SL7 $10,999
352-375-9090   12-4-71-12

04 JEEP CHEROKEE $8999
07 DODGE NITRO $11,999
05 NISSAN ALTIMA $9999
07 NISSAN SENTRA $11,999
352-375-9090    12-4-71-12

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call Steve 352-771-6191   
12-4-13-71-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
0 DOWN!!!!
6 MONTHS SAME AS CASH
NO CREDIT CHECK!!
352-338-1999                       12-4-50-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
DOWN PAYMENT DEFERRED
UNTIL TAX SEASON!!!!
6 MONTHS SAME AS CASH!!
352-375-9090                         12-4-50-12

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

St. Francis House is a homeless shelter
and soup kitchen located in downtown
Gainesville, and we are looking for help

from volunteers like you.
St. Francis House depends on monetary 

support from individual donors and
community businesses in order to help feed

the homeless and the hungry.
If you are interested in volunteering,

please contact Stephanie Breval
at (352) 378-9079 or

sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com
To make a donation by mail,

please send checks payable to
St. Francis House
P.O. Box 12491

Gainesville, FL 32604

OPERATION CATNIP

This Thanksgiving season,
we're asking all our friends to pitch in

JUST $5
to help us continue our work

and help more cats

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
        ★ caring for cats
        ★ assisting with surgery days
        ★ working in the office

SUPPLIES NEEDED
        ★ paper towels       ★ postage stamps
        ★ cat food              ★ cat litter
        ★ rubbing alcohol   ★ super glue gel

TAX DEDUCTABLE DONATIONS
     Each cat receives care that costs
     apporimately $40. Every little bit helps!

UPCOMING SPAY DAYS:
        ★ December 8th

Call 352-376-6647 or
Visit www.nmhp.net, or

Email ocgainesville @gmail.com

GOLD ★ GEMS ★ ETC
Free Appraisals ★ Top Cash or Trade

40 years in Business
OZZIE 352-318-4009

12-4-71-13

Your roommate hasn’t done the dishes in 
How long?! Find a better dishwasher in the 
Alligator Classifieds.

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
12-4-71-13

The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-771-6191    
12-4-13-71-13

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti & 
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948 
12-4-13-71-13 

ATTN SMOKERS! Univ of Florida Smoking 
Lab needs you to participate in a study as-
sessing effects of different activities on crav-
ing, withdrawal, and choices about smok-
ing. Call Allison at 336-406-3706 or email 
uflsmokelab@gmail.com     12-4-8-13

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

SAY:

"I FOUND IT IN
THE ALLIGATOR!"

DELIVERY DRIVER
The Independent Florida Alligator is looking 

for a VERY DEPENDABLE route driver.
Early morning route, five days per week*. 

Starting in January, 2014.
(*Publication days vary according to the 

University of Florida class schedule.)

Applicant must have relliable transportation
and be able to transport

multiple bundles of newspapers.

This route takes approximately 2 hours and
includes drops along Newberry Road west

to Jonesville, Tower Road, and
along SW 20th Ave,

as well as some on Archer Road.

Please inquire and apply in person at
1105 West University Avenue,

Monday through Friday
between 8am & 4pm.

No calls please.

BARTENDING

$300 A DAY POTENTIAL
No experience necessary, training provided.
800-965-6520 ext 138            12-4-13-71-14

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    12-4-13-
71-14

Food Science and Human Nutrition at the 
University of Florida is conducting a research 
study for women 20-40 y.o. on birth control 
pills. Compensation given. For details call 
Luisa Rios-Avila at 392-1991 Ext 266.    12-
4-13-71-14

CUTTING-EDGE UF RESEARCH STUDY
Smokers wanted (1 pack a day for 5 years)
Periodontal (gum line) sampling only
5 visits over 2 years; up to 1.5 hr each visit
FREE oral exam, up to $160 compensation
Call: 352-392-2945     12-4-13-71-14

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed. in Gainesville. 
100% FREE to join. Click on Surveys     12-
4-13-75-14

STUDENT WORK AVAILABLE
Flex Sch/Resume Builder 

14.50 base/appt
CALL TODAY 352-505-9105

1-22-74-14

ATTENTION Smokers!!!
Do you want to quit smoking? Smokers are 
needed to participate in a quit smoking study. 
If interested, please call the UF Smoking Lab 
and Clinic at 352-234-6640 or 352-273-2151 
or e-mail us at ufsmokinglabclinic@gmail.
com    12-4-43-14

DOMINO"S HIRING
Delivery Experts & Assistant Managers & 
Future Managers. Drivers earn between 
$14-$17 per hour. GMs earn 40K-50K+.  
Apply at gatordominos.com    12-4-13-
37-14

Exp. PRESSURE WASHING
person w/ truck to pull trailer, pc, internet, 
cell; flexible hrs, full time,good pay. Only se-
rious/dependable candidates, please!
352-870-6017 | www.mandrells.com/apply    
1-6-13-33-14

BEST PART-TIME JOB IN GATOR NATION
3 Miles from Campus
$11.25/ Hr to Start | $12-$15 After Training
Flexible Schedule | Ideal for Students
Call Today (352) 264- 0044     1-10-13-28-
14

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s 
lost what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.
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OFFICE ASSISTANT
Bookkeeping knowledge, Quickbooks ac-
counting software necessary. Computer 
software/hardware skills a plus. 5-20 hrs/
wk, $8/hr. Email resume, your specific skills, 
available schedule to: officegnv@gmail.com    
12-4-13-11-14

PT WAITERS/WAITRESSES  WANTED.  
Small house Chinese restaurant now hiring 
8 experienced waiters/waitresses with legal 
working status. Contact Mr. Wang 904-655-
3382 or stop by 1120 W Univ. Ave    12-4-
13-10-14

SBSG is a financial transcription company 
offering part-time work.
- Create your own schedule
- Competitive Production-Based Pay
- Close to campus!
- Must be able to touch-type 65wpm
Apply Online: www.sbsgrp.com      11-26-13-
5-14

GROUNDSKEEPER POSITION
Indoor housework & outdoor gardenwork
Self-motivated students only. Must have
reliable transportation. $10/hr.
Call Mark @ 352-591-3105    12-4-13-7-14

RGIS INVENTORY SPECIALISTS
Part-time hourly work Flexible schedules
$8 an hour to start
Apply online at RGIS.COM     1-10-13-10-14

Learn how to save, manage & make money
Earn Monthly Residual Income
Blitz Call 218-239-3210 code: 12345# M-F 10pm EST
Email: creatingwealth818@gmail.com
352-275-8561 MCB 9am-9pm 1-6-13-6-14

Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers earn 
50 up to 55 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on to 
Qualified drivers. Home most weekends. 
Call: (843)266-3731 / www.bulldoghiway.
com. EOE    11-26-1-14

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! Learn 
to drive for US Xpress! Earn $700 per week! 
No experience needed! Local CDL Traning. 
Job ready in 15 days! (888)368-1964    11-
26-1-14

Heavy Equipment Operator Training! 
Bulldozers, Backhoes, Excavators. 3 Weeks 
Hands On Program. Local Job Placement 
Assistance. National Certifications. GI Bill 
Benefits Eligible. 1-866-362-6497     11-26-
1-14

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

IMPORT AUTO REPAIR. BMW, Mercedes, 
Porsche, Volvo, VW, Honda, Toyota, Nissan, 
Mazda. Quality craftsmanship, reasonable 
prices, near UF, AAA approved 378-7830 
www.carrsmith.com   12-4-71-15

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  12-4-13-71-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
12-4-71-15

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiLegal.com
Private Experienced Affordable  12-4-71-15

HORSE BOARDING &
GOATS FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925      12-4-71-15

AUTO TITLE LOAN
Need Some Fast Cash??? Keep Your Car! 
No Key Required! No Credit Check! No 
Payment for 30 Days! Ask about our Free 
Loan & Free Gas Specials! 352-692-CA$H 
(2274)    11-27-13-60-15

OCD Cleaning Solutions
Home ● Apartment ● Office ● Insured
Let Our Obsessive Cleaning Disorder
Work for You!   352-443-0408    12-4-10-15

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

12-4-71-16

Designated drivers are the greatest

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
12-4-71-18

 

Want to make a connection?
Place your ad here to look for someone to 
share a common interest with or for your true 
love 

ALLIGATOR CLASSIFIED ADS

GET THE JOB DONE!
REACH MORE THAN 50,000 READERS 
EACH PUBLICATION DAY

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

● Rocky Creek Paintball ●
In Gainesville ● It's a Blast!

Call 371-2092
12-4-13-71-21

SAY:

"I FOUND IT IN
THE ALLIGATOR!"

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad in 
the classifieds to find trip arrangements or 
show off your bus and shuttle service. 373-
FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

Friends don’t let friends drive drunk.
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Savannah Jordan and the 
Florida soccer team were 
eliminated from the NCAA 
Tournament. Read the 
story on page 16.

LANDON WATNICK
Alligator Staff Writer @LandonWatnick

JACKSONVILLE — With point guard 
Scottie Wilbekin inserted into the starting 
lineup for the first time since serving a five-
game suspension for violating team rules, 
UF’s offense clicked from start to finish 
Monday night.

Behind Casey Prather’s 27 points, No. 15 
Florida (5-1) turned an organized and ef-
ficient offensive performance into an 86-60 
victory against Jacksonville in the Jackson-
ville Veterans Memorial Arena.

Wilbekin was a big part of why Florida 
succeeded offensively. 

In his season debut, the senior account-
ed for 12 points on 5-of-9 shooting, five 
rebounds, three steals and seven assists 
against only two turnovers in 34 minutes of 
action. 

“I was a little nervous before the game, 
just because it’s been so long,” Wilbekin 
said. “But once the ball got tipped up and 
started moving up and down, I was back 
into it.”

The Gators shot 59.6 percent from the 
field and hit 8 of 13 shots from behind the 
arc. Michael Frazier II (17 points) sunk 5 of 
his 6 three-point attempts. Dorian Finney-
Smith recorded 14 points and 11 rebounds, 
while Patric Young added 13 points. 

A big issue for the Gators last week was 
not having a true point guard in the rota-
tion, as freshman Kasey Hill (high ankle 
sprain) was unavailable. 

But with Wilbekin finally in the fold 

In honor of this miserable season 
coming to a close, we at the alli-
gatorSports Brand Picks Column 

would like to honor Florida’s bowl-
less offseason. Well, no, that’s not 
entirely true. There will be plenty of 
bowls of chips to go around when 
the Gators are watching any one of 
35 bowl games that they couldn’t get 
invited to. Make sure to remember 
the French onion dip! 

 If any Gator needs practice slum-
ming it on the couch, look no further 
than Thanksgiving dinner. Stay light 
on the stuffing and save room for 
seconds!

So grab a turkey leg and begin ex-
ercising your thumb on that remote, 
Gators! Watch some football, and get 
prepared for what’s going to be a 
long offseason.

This week, Joe Morgan and Phil-
lip Heilman debate the Iron Bowl 
— a game that will likely keep fans 
from changing the channel.

Auburn (+11) will triumph and 
Alabama will be sitting on the couch 
at home next weekend during the 
SEC Championship Game crying, 
“PAAWWWL” so hard because...

The Tigers have the best rushing 
offense in the SEC. Nick Saban is 
no match for — I’m really dumb for 
picking against Alabama, aren’t I?

- Joe Morgan

Alabama (-11) will mash Auburn 
up like potatoes en route to another 
SEC Championship Game appear-
ance because...

Mmmm mashed potatoes are so 
good. Whip ‘em up with some butter 
and maybe a little bit of salt and pep-
per, and you, my friend, have found 
heaven. Wait, we’re not talking about 
actual potatoes? Well, then.

- Phillip Heilman

Now onto the picks!

Picks
Column

SITE: The Swamp (cap. 88,548)
KICKOFF: Noon, Saturday 

TV/RADIO: ESPN2 / 850 AM

see PICKs, Page 15

aP Photo

Scottie Wilbekin (5) brings the ball up the court for Florida against Jacksonville during the 
second half of the Gators’ 86-60 victory against the Dolphins on Monday in Jacksonville.

Return of point guard sparks Florida victory

JONATHAN CZUPRYN
Alligator Writer @jczupryn

JACKSONVILLE — Billy 
Donovan stepped into the me-
dia room with Scottie Wilbekin 
not far behind. 

The other Gators available 
to speak — Michael Frazier II, 
Casey Prather and Patric Young  
— had already finished their in-
terviews in the hallway. They 
made their way to the bus.

Not Wilbekin, though.

The senior point guard 
dragged his feet as he took the 
seat next to Donovan in front of 
the cameras. 

He inhaled through his nose 
and exhaled through his mouth 
as if he was back on the court, 
waiting for the whistle to shoot 
a free throw.

But the game was over. He 
scored 12 points on 5-of-9 shoot-
ing and recorded a team-high 
seven assists and three steals 
in 34 minutes of work, another 

team-high.
Now came 

the hard part: 
an apology for 
his actions.

“I just 
wanted to start 
out by saying, 
I apologize for 

my actions over the summer 
and I apologize to the fans,” 
Wilbekin announced. 

“I already apologized to my 
teammates when it happened 
and I’m just glad to put that 
stuff behind me.”

For the second time in a cal-

endar year, Wilbekin was forced 
to start his season after the rest 
of his teammates because of off-
the-court issues. 

As a junior, he missed Flor-
ida’s first three games of the 
year by being suspended for 
violating team rules. 

A second similar incident 
occurred prior to this season, 
which cost Wilbekin the first 
five games of the season.

This time is different, Wil-
bekin said. He is not a kid any-
more.

Wilbekin apologizes for second suspension
see hooPs, Page 15

see sIdebar, Page 13

Senior missed five games

donovan

“I thought Scottie did a very good 
job shifting us in and out of offense, 

based on what he was seeing. I 
thought that really helped our flow.”

Billy Donovan
UF coach

Quotable
“I love you guys.” 

Will Muschamp 
UF coach on relationship with the media

Poll Question
Does Will Muschamp deserve to return for the 2014 
season? Vote online at alligatorSports.org.



MICHELLE PROVENZANO
Alligator Writer @mmprovenzano

Losing is a tough pill to swallow.
After dropping only four games combined during the 

regular season and Southeastern Conference Tournament 
play, the Gators expected to play deep into the NCAA Tour-
nament.

But Florida fell 1-0 in a second-round battle against Duke 
in Durham, N.C., on Friday night, making it the 10th straight 
season the Gators failed to advance past the Sweet Sixteen.

“It’s frustrating because we play games like that where 
they can go either way, and you just want them to go your 
way,” coach Becky Burleigh said. “I think that when you 
look at teams that are either still in the tournament and 
are advancing, and you know that you’re as good as those 
teams, that’s hard. 

“At the same time, it all comes down to what you do 
on that particular day. Duke did a terrifi c job of hanging 
on defensively and they executed a really great chance to 
score a goal — we didn’t do that.” 

As diffi cult as it is for UF to accept the end of the season, 
this year was a strong one for the 19-year-old program.

“When you look at just purely on the result, it’s hard to see 
that there was a breakthrough this year,” Burleigh said. “But 
what happened through the course of the year, there was.”

The breakthrough came in the form of Savannah Jordan.
The freshman forward made an immediate impact, scor-

ing 22 goals this season — the second most by a freshman in 
program history. Jordan fi nished one goal shy of Andi Sell-
ers’ 23-goal season in 1997.

Jordan is tied for third in the nation in scoring this season 
and is currently training with the U-20 Women’s National 
Team in Carson, Calif.

“Certainly, she progressed as the year went on, too,” Bur-
leigh said. “That’s not easy to do when you become a marked 
woman. Midway through, everyone knew that’s who [teams] 
were going to focus on.”

Then there is the anchor of the backline, sophomore Chris-
ten Westphal.

Unlike in her freshman season, Westphal helped the at-
tack, scoring her fi rst collegiate goal off a 40-yard free kick en 
route to a 5-1 victory over Georgia on Oct. 31. 

“If you look at the role that Christen Westphal played, 
even in this last game, we put her up top in [junior midfi elder 
Havana Solaun’s] absence through a lot of that game,” Bur-
leigh said. “That was something we had never done before.” 

The Gators expect to return all 11 starters from this season, 
and Burleigh said the team will continue to push the enve-
lope.

“I think that’s a good foundation for us going forward,” 
Burleigh said. “It’s a bright future, it’s just really hard to focus 
on that right now.”

Junior undergoes surgery:  Solaun had knee surgery 
Monday to repair a torn right ACL she suffered in the SEC 
Championship against Texas A&M.

Burleigh said Solaun should recover and be ready to par-
ticipate in about six months. 

“Havana is a really disciplined worker,” Burleigh said. 
“When it comes to her rehab, I have no doubt it will be the 
same way. We’ve never had a player that hasn’t come back 
stronger in some way or another.”
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Jordan McPherson / Alligator Staff

Savannah Jordan dribbles the ball during Florida’s 2-0 
win against Jacksonville on Nov. 16 in Gainesville.

GORDON STREISAND
Alligator Writer @GordonStreisand

St. John’s may be coming to the O’Connell Center to-
night, but Florida will be looking for St. Anthony to fi nd 
its defensive game that has been missing this year. 

Poor defensive play has plagued the Gators so far 
this season. Florida allowed an average of 70.2 points per 
game through its fi rst fi ve games. It surrendered an aver-
age of 64 points through its fi rst fi ve games last year. 

“We’re continuing to work really hard on our de-
fense,” coach Amanda Butler said. 

“That’s the area that we feel is our biggest weakness. 
We’re trying to fi gure out what works best with which 
fi ve. We’re trying to get individuals better at performing 
their jobs consistently at a high level. That’s our biggest 
challenge.”

After losing 76-68 to Florida State on Thursday, Butler 
is determined to get her team over the hump and start 
playing consistent basketball.

“You can’t cry too long over it at this point,” she said. 
“You’ve got to be ready to get your shoes tied up tight 
again and get back out for the next one.”

Florida has been outrebounded in the majority of its 
games. St. John’s is currently averaging 43.5 rebounds 
per game compared to Florida’s 35.2. 

In the O’Connell Center, Florida has outrebounded 
only Bethune-Cookman. 

Now, the Gators are again aiming to defend their fl oor 
and outmuscle the Red Storm. 

“We’ve been very inconsistent (in grabbing rebounds), 
so it has to be our focus and have our attention,” Butler 
said. “It just has to be a focus for us. It has to be something 
we’re paying attention to.”

Tonight, the Gators are presented with the tall task of 
trying to contain one of the game’s most prolifi c guards 
— sophomore Aliyyah Handford. This season, she is av-
eraging 25.8 points and 10 rebounds per game. 

“We’ve got to be ready for a very high-powered of-
fense, some individual scorers who are really, really im-
pressive,” Butler said. 

“They have a lot of quickness, a lot of athleticism and 
they are a team that hasn’t been beat yet, so we have some 
great challenges ahead of us.”

Florida looks to 
rebound tonight

WOMEN’S BASKETBALLGators upset in NCAA Tournament

“It’s frustrating because we play games like 
that where they can go either way, and you just 

want them to go your way.”
Becky Burleigh

UF coach



Monday, UF moved the ball 
well early — unlike in its win 
against Middle Tennessee on 
Thursday. 

Wilbekin’s coach and his 
teammates noticed the differ-
ence.

“I thought Scottie did a 
very good job shifting us in 
and out of offense, based 
on what he was seeing,” 
coach Billy Donovan said. “I 
thought that really helped 
our flow.”

Added Prather: “Just cut-
ting and slashing to the rim, 
having a point guard with 
great vision like that, he al-
ways finds me. He’s just got a 
feeling, I guess. I don’t know 
what it is.”

Florida made 9 of its first 
14 field-goal attempts against 
Jacksonville to jump out to a 
28-10 advantage with 10:47 
remaining in the first half. 
During that opening stretch, 
JU (2-4) shot 30.8 percent 
from the field.

“We can’t really control 
if the ball goes in or out of 
the rim,” Young said. “Our 
defense has always been the 
strength of our team. If we 
can play great defense and 
then get the ball to go in, the 
(opposing) team has a whole 
lot to handle.”

Although Florida commit-
ted nine turnovers, none came 
in the game’s first 12:30. 

The Gators made 9 of their 
first 12 free throws but then 

went 7 of 16 from the charity 
stripe to finish the game.

The Gators trailed only 
once during the contest — 
about a minute into the game 
— and led by as many as 32 
points in the second half.

After the game, Donovan 
announced that sophomore 
swingman DeVon Walker 
sprained a ligament in his 
right foot and will undergo 
X-rays today. Walker exited 
the game due to the injury 
with 15:29 remaining in the 
first half.

“It does not look like a 
high ankle sprain,” Donovan 
said. “I’m not even so sure if 
it’s an ankle sprain. It could 
be a sprained ligament in his 
foot. So, I don’t really know 
what happened to him. Other 
than that, he was pretty hob-
bled there.”

Now, No. 15 Florida 
heads into a grueling four-
game non-conference stretch 
against Florida State, No. 13 
Connecticut, No. 2 Kansas 
and No. 21 Memphis. 

“It’s going to be a grind,” 
Frazier said. “That’s all I can 
tell you.”

Leading the pack at 64-35-5 is alligator-
Sports Assistant Editor Adam “Raised in a 
barn” Lichtenstein, who thinks rocking the 
shirt-tucked-into-his-jeans looks is proper 
formal attire. There’s no hope for you un-
less you accidentally stumble into a Men’s 
Wearhouse. Maybe then somebody will ac-
tually like the way you look, but we can’t 
guarantee it.

In second at 60-39-5 is alligatorSports 
Staff Writer Joe “I cheer for drug abusers!” 
Morgan, who wore a Justin Blackmon jersey 
on Sunday to celebrate the Jaguars’ second 
victory. Sources say Joe and Justin shared a 
celebratory bowl. Who knows what was in 
it. Also, the whole Jaguars fan thing is just 
downright pathetic. 

Back in third at 58-41-5 is alligator-
Sports Editor Phillip “I put the box office 
on my back” Heilman, who purchased 
four — FOUR! — tickets to see “The Hun-
ger Games: Catching Fire” this weekend. 
We wish we could just blame this on some 
weird celebrity crush on Jennifer Lawrence 
or something, but you came home talking 
about Woody Harrelson both nights. No-

body is that good of an actor, man!

First in the non-alligatorSports division 
and fourth overall at 55-44-5 is the Orlando 
Sentinel’s Edgar “OMG! Im so sry u guys 
4 real!” Thompson, who sent a mass email 
to fellow beat writers following a relatively 
minor shared transcription snafu. Good 
Lord, Edgar. Why were you so apologet-
ic? You act like we’re your only friends or 
something. Oh...

Down in fifth at 53-46-5 is alligator-
Sports Staff Writer Adam “Hunger Games 
noob” Pincus, who tried to insert himself 
into a conversation about “The Hunger 
Games: Catching Fire” by referencing drag-
ons. This isn’t freaking Harry Potter, you 
incompetent dunce. There aren’t any freak-
ing dragons in “The Hunger Games” tril-
ogy, you obtuse ignoramus.

Tied for sixth at 52-47-5 is FightinGators.
com’s Cody “MIA” Jones, who we don’t 
even remember seeing at last Saturday’s 
game. Sad things is, we just now realized 
he wasn’t there. Or maybe he was. Oh, well. 
He didn’t miss much.

Also in sixth is InsidetheGators.com’s 
Bryan “Online journalism isn’t real journal-

ism” Holt, who is relegated to the auxiliary 
press seats to cover basketball games while 
Pincus actually gets to sit on press row. A 
short guy like you is probably better off 
in the crow’s nest anyway. Making fun of 
your height is a low blow... because you’re 
short. 

And in dead-ass last with a piss-poor re-
cord of 51-48-5 is 247Sports.com’s Thomas 
“Loser” Goldkamp, who is in dead-ass last 
with a piss-poor record of 51-48-5. Like 
Florida’s coaches, it looks like film study 
isn’t helping you too much either.

“I just learned the value of 
things and, in particular, just 
what an opportunity it is to play 
here at Florida,” Wilbekin said. “I 
think I’ve just matured and just 
grown up a little bit.”

Donovan, who said this would 
be Wilbekin’s last chance with 
the team, added he does not 
think there will be another rule-
breaking incident. 

To Donovan, Wilbekin is a 
changed man with changed pri-
orities but still the same skills on 
the court.

The offense recorded its best 
assist-turnover ratio of the sea-

son Monday night against Jack-
sonville, recording 19 assists and 
only nine turnovers. 

Not only did Wilbekin record 
the most assists by a Gator in a 
single game so far this season, 
but he also turned the ball over 
just twice.

Frazier said he could see Wil-
bekin’s newfound maturity in 
the locker room and on the court 
during the game.

“He was hyped up to play to-
night, but I think he did a great 
job of controlling his emotions 
and settling down and play-
ing the game,” Frazier said. “He 
played great tonight.”

Polar opposite of the young, 
quiet Kasey Hill, who started in 

place of the suspended senior 
point guard until suffering a high 
left ankle sprain, Wilbekin did 
not shy away from being vocal 
with his teammates. 

He barked out plays, called for 
the ball and ran the Gators most 
efficient offense of the year.

“I felt very comfortable know-
ing that our experienced point 
guard is out there,” Young said. 
“No knock on Kasey Hill, but 
he’s only played about 3-4 col-
lege games. Scottie’s played over 
a 100 in his career.”

Donovan would not say if he 
would cut Wilbekin from the 
team if he messed up again, but 
he added it would be his last 
chance.
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PICKS, from page 13

Landon Watnick / Alligator Staff

Scottie Wilbekin speaks at a press conference following Florida’s 86-60 win against Jacksonville on Monday 
evening. Wilbekin apologized for actions leading to his five-game suspension to begin the season.

Offense thrived with Wilbekin back
SIdebAr, from page 13

hooPS, from page 13

UF set to begin tough 
non-conference stretch

“Just cutting and 
slashing to the rim, 

having a point guard 
with great vision like 

that, he always finds me. 
He’s just got a feeling, I 

guess. I don’t know what 
it is.”

Casey Prather
UF forward
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FOOTBALL

PHILLIP HEILMAN
Alligator Staff Writer @phillip_heilman

Skyler Mornhinweg has the task 
of a lifetime. 

Florida’s third-string quarterback 
will likely be asked to start against 
undefeated No. 2 Florida State at 
home on Saturday with Tyler Mur-
phy doubtful to play due to injury.

“I’m preparing all week like I’m 
going to be the guy,” Mornhinweg 
said. “We’re excited to play this 
game.”

That excitement could soon turn 

to misery for the 
Gators, who con-
tinue to stumble 
through one of 
the worst seasons 
in program his-
tory. 

Florida State, 
which is a win 
away from going 

12-0 for the fi rst time since its 1999 
national championship season, is 
pummeling opponents. The Semi-
noles have scored at least 40 points 
in every game this season. Juxtapose 

that against a Florida offense that is 
averaging fewer than 20 points per 
game, and there is ample cause for 
concern in Gainesville. 

Mornhinweg is not to blame. The 
redshirt freshman was unexpected-
ly thrust into action when Murphy 
could not tolerate the pain stemming 
from a sprained AC joint he suffered 
against LSU on Oct. 12. 

However, Mornhinweg has not 
brought much to the table. In two 
games since replacing Murphy, he 
has completed 63.2 percent of his 
passes but is averaging just 114.5 

passing yards per game in losses to 
South Carolina and Georgia South-
ern. 

“I’ve got to execute better,” 
Mornhinweg said. “We’ve got to 
make some plays.”

Injuries: Florida continues to be 
eviscerated by injuries. 

UF will be without linebackers 
Michael Taylor (MCL sprain) and 
Alex Anzalone (shoulder disloca-
tion) against FSU. Each suffered his 
respective injury during a loss to 
Georgia Southern. Taylor’s injury 
will not require surgery, but An-

zalone’s will. 
Also expected to be sidelined Sat-

urday is left tackle D.J. Humphries, 
who continues to deal with the ef-
fects of a sprained MCL.

“There’s some key components 
for our football team that aren’t 
playing for us right now,” coach 
Will Muschamp said. “We’re very 
thin in some areas. I’m not making 
excuses. That’s just the facts.”

UF is expected to have Marcus 
Roberson (ankle) and defensive end 
Jon Bullard (hamstring/knee) avail-
able.

Mornhinweg expected to make third straight start for Gators 

Mornhinweg
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JOE MORGAN
Alligator Staff Writer @joe_morgan

Florida State University is fa-
mous for its “Flying High Circus.” 
But another act in Tallahassee has 
become even wilder. Little talk in 
the college football world these days 
does not concern Seminoles redshirt 
freshman quarterback Jameis Win-
ston.

The national spotlight is fi xated 
on Winston, who is leading No. 2 
Florida State through a dream sea-
son on the fi eld, while facing al-
legations of sexual assault off the 
gridiron. But all the Gators see is 
another quarterback eager to tear 
apart their reeling defense.

“He’s a total package,” coach 
Will Muschamp said of Winston. 
“I don’t know where you start: his 
arm strength, he’s got a big arm; he 
can make all the throws. He has a 
tough throw. He can zip the ball in 
there.”

No quarterback in college foot-
ball zips the ball in there better than 
Winston, who leads the nation with 
a 194.51 passer rating and ranks fi fth 
with a 69.6 completion percentage.

Winston’s effi ciency is generat-
ing record results.

His 32 touchdown passes — al-
ready an Atlantic Coast Conference 
freshman record — rank third na-
tionally, and his 3,163 passing yards 
are only 145 yards behind former 
FSU signal-caller Drew Weather-
ford’s ACC freshman record of 
3,208 yards through the air.

He also gets the job done with 
his legs.

Excluding sacks, Winston has 
rushed for 310 yards and three 
touchdowns on 51 carries. But Win-
ston is not a guy who just takes off 
and runs at the fi rst sign of trouble.

“He understands where he is 
taking the football,” Muschamp 
said. “He’s got really good pocket 
presence. He can hurt you with his 
legs. He’s a good athlete as well, but 
he’s a quarterback fi rst and that’s 
what you see with him.”

Defensive back Jaylen Watkins 
added: “He’s kind of like [Buffalo 
Bills quarterback EJ Manuel]. (Win-
ston) can run a little bit, but defi nite-
ly his strength is passing.”

But the comparisons of Winston 
to Manuel go beyond athleticism 
and playing style. Several Gators 
praised Winston’s ability to step in 
and assume a leadership role for 
FSU.

In his fi rst season of college foot-
ball, the Bessemer, Ala., native has 
led the Seminoles to their fi rst unde-
feated road record in the ACC since 
2000.

Winston’s fi rst victory away 
from Tallahassee was a 41-13 win 
against Pittsburgh on Sept. 2 in 
his collegiate debut. Winston com-
pleted 25 of 27 passes for 356 yards 
and four touchdowns in a romp at 
Heinz Field.

He also shined in a 51-14 win 
against formerly third-ranked Clem-
son on Oct. 19. Winston silenced 
the hostile Death Valley crowd of 
83,428 with 444 passing yards and 
four total touchdowns. If Winston 
leads Florida State to another road 
victory on Saturday, he will help the 
Seminoles accomplish their fourth 
12-0 season in program history.

“He’s a great leader,” Watkins 
said. “That’s the fi rst thing I noticed 
from watching their games. That’s 
probably his biggest attribute — as 
a leader to his team.”

While Winston and Florida State 
have been almost unstoppable this 

season, Florida has been quite the 
opposite. 

The Seminoles have scored 41 
points or more in every game this 
season, including an 80-point show-
ing against Idaho last weekend at 
Doak Campbell Stadium. Mean-
while, the Gators have scored only 
94 points during their current six-
game losing streak.

Florida State ranks second na-
tionally in scoring offense with 
55.2 points per game, while Florida 

ranks 112th with 19.9. At its current 
scoring rate, the Gators would need 
to play 31 games to exceed FSU’s 
point total through 11 contests this 
season.

UF also trails far behind in total 
offense, coming in at 111th in the 
nation with 327.9 yards per game. 
Winston alone averages 299 total 
yards per contest.

“We’ve got to do a better job,” 
third-string quarterback Skyler 
Mornhinweg said. “It’s on us. 

We’ve got to make some plays, so 
we’re working hard this week try-
ing to get back out there and pro-
duce some points.”

But whether Saturday’s game is 
a shootout like last season’s 63-point 
affair or a low-scoring showdown 
like Florida’s 21-7 loss to Florida 
State in 2011, the Gators are confi -
dent they can keep up with Winston 
and the second-ranked Seminoles.

“We defi nitely know we can 
compete with them,” Watkins said.

Heisman Trophy candidate leads high-powered offense

AP Photo

Florida State quarterback Jameis Winston (5) escapes a sack attempt by Syracuse linebacker Marquis 
Spruill (11) during the Seminoles’ 59-3 victory against the Orange on Nov. 16 in Tallahassee.

“[Jameis Winston]’s a great 
leader. That’s the fi rst thing 

I noticed from watching 
their games. That’s probably 

his biggest attribute.”
Jaylen Watkins

UF defensive back
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