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Intramural Flag Football 
Championships were 

Monday night at Ben Hill 
Griffi n Stadium. See the photo 

gallery at alligator.org.

UF hires wideouts coach:
Florida coach Will Muschamp tabbed former 
Kentucky coach Joker Phillips to head the 
Gators’ struggling wide receivers unit, pg. 13. 

Students cram into libraries as finals loom
Library West is open continuously through next week, pg 5.  
Christmas goes beyond red, green at poinsettia sale
The sale is on Thursday and Friday, pg 8. 
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Net Worth
Dallas Mavericks owner Mark Cuban speaks to a crowd about his experience in busi-
ness at the Phillips Center for the Performing Arts on Monday evening.

SAMANTHA SHAVELL
Alligator Staff Writer

Alumni and supporters have 
taken to the Internet to express their 
discontent with the University Ath-
letic Association’s recent decision to 
ground UF cheerleaders.

A “Save Florida Cheerleading” 
Facebook page has garnered nearly 
1,000 likes since its creation Nov. 28, 
as of press time. 

Other cheerleading squads, like 
one at Dr. Phillips High School in 
Orlando, posted pictures with signs 
that support reversing the UAA’s 
ban on tumbling and stunting at 
events, games and practices.

The Facebook page coincides with 
a “Save Florida Cheerleading” web-
site. Both sites ask The Gator Nation 
to contact UF athletic director Jer-
emy Foley and assistant athletic di-
rector Martin Salamone asking them 
to let the cheerleaders fl y.

Jason Merslich, a former UF 
cheerleader and one of the Facebook 

page creators, said he hopes the pag-
es will bring awareness to boosters 
and alumni.

The dangers associated with acro-
batic stunts are not worth the risk for 
the cheerleaders or UF, senior associ-
ate athletics director Steve McClain 
wrote in an emailed statement.

“Instead of waiting for a tragedy 
to occur, we are taking a proactive 
stance to protect the cheerleaders, 
who represent the University of 
Florida with enthusiasm and class,” 
McClain wrote, “and allow them to 
lead cheers at Gator games for years 
to come.”

Grounded UF cheer
squad sees support

�THE RINK WAS DUE TO 
OPEN MONDAY.

MEREDITH RUTLAND
Alligator Staff Writer

The downtown ice rink, sched-
uled to open Monday, has been de-
layed until Midwest Display Inc. 

gets the rink set up.
No new date was announced, 

but the rink is expected to be open 
“as rapidly as possible,” according 
to a city statement.

The third delay was caused by 
cracks in the lines that will be used 
to cool the ice, said David Ballard, 
events coordinator for the city De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and 

Cultural Affairs. 
The cracked PVC pipes will be 

replaced with copper piping.
The rink was originally sched-

uled to open Nov. 23, but it was 
delayed until Friday — and then 
Monday — because of some tech-
nical diffi culties such as problems 
setting up the 35-foot-tall tent, said 
Russell Etling, city cultural affairs 

programs coordinator.
After the second delay, Mid-

west Display Inc. announced it 
would offer the fi rst three days of 
skating for free.

The company will still offer 
three days of free skating when 
the rink opens, according to the 
release.

The delays have raised ques-

tions about whether these setbacks 
will affect the rink’s profi ts.

Ballard said he’s sure that’s on 
the supervisors’ minds.

“After all, that’s how they are 
making their money,” he said. “But 
they’re working through the trou-
bles that they’ve experienced.”

Contact Meredith Rutland at 
mrutland@alligator.org.

Plans for Bo Diddley Community Plaza ice skating rink frozen again

STATE

MEREDITH RUTLAND
Alligator Staff Writer

Miami Bus Service will continue its shuttle 
service between UF and South Florida this 
holiday season despite scrutiny after one of 
the company’s buses crashed in Miami, killing 
two people.

The bus service, which is among the com-
muter services used by UF students for trips 
out of town, was carrying a group of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses when the driver took a wrong turn 
into Miami International Airport, according to 
The Miami Herald. The bus crashed into an 
overpass that was too low for it to pass under. 
Two men, ages 86 and 56, died from the crash, 
according to The Miami Herald.

Mayling Hernandez, co-owner of Miami 
Bus Service, said bus service will continue as 
usual for UF students.

“This is an accident,” she said. “It’s some-
thing you cannot predict.”

UF Transportation and 
Parking Services director 
Scott Fox said UF doesn’t 
have contractual agree-
ments with commuter bus 
services.

“We don’t partner with 
them,” he said. “We don’t 
hire them.”

He said the only control UF has over bus 
services that frequent UF, including Miami 

Bus Service, is that UF tells the services where 
they can park on campus. The buses can load 
students on the Commuter Lot service drive 
and a bus shelter by the Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts.

Hernandez said the driver in the crash isn’t 
driving with the company anymore.

“We’ve never had an accident,” she said, 
“not even a minor one.”

Contact Meredith Rutland at mrutland@
alligator.org.

Bus company behind Miami crash to continue UF service

SEE CHEER, PAGE 4

“Instead of waiting for a 
tragedy to occur, we are taking 
a proactive stance to protect 
the cheerleaders, who repre-
sent the University of Florida 
with enthusiasm and class.”

Steve McClain
senior associate athletic director

Fox
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WEDNESDAY

The Alligator strives to be 
accurate and clear in its  news 
reports and editorials. 
If you find an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
or email editor@alligator.org. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Talking Gators meets Today

Talking Gators Toastmasters 
Club meets from 5:45 p.m. 
to 6:45 p.m. today in the 
Entomology Building, Room 
1031, east of the Phillips Center 
for the Performing Arts and 
museums. It is open to every-
one interested in learning pub-
lic speaking and leadership 
skills. For more information, 
visit www.talkinggators.toast-
mastersclubs.org/. Talking 
Gators is also on Facebook.

Gainesville Citizens For 
Alternatives to the Death 
Penalty hosts holiday card-
signing
Gainesville Citizens For 
Alternatives to the Death 
Penalty will host its holiday 
card-signing event for prisoners 
on death row today. The group 
will meet at 6 p.m. at Hurley 
House, behind St. Augustine’s 
Catholic Student Center, 1738 
W. University Ave., in the large 
downstairs room. Parking is 
free when you tell the atten-
dant you are there for a meet-
ing. People can go late and 
leave early as their schedules 
demand. The evening includes 
a potluck, so please bring a dish 
to share. For many on death 
row, this is the only holiday 
greeting they receive. For more 
information, call 352-378-1690 
or email mark1343@juno.com.

UF Shakespeare in the Park 
Abridged Kids presents “As 
You Like It”
The Abridged Kids perform-
ers of Shakespeare in the Park 
will perform a scene from 
William Shakespeare’s comedy 
“As You Like It” at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday on the Plaza of the 
Americas. For more informa-
tion, check out the Facebook 
group “UF Shakespeare in the 
Park.”

Trey McIntyre Project to perform 
at Phillips Center
The dance company Trey 
McIntyre Project will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
at the Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts. Tickets start at 
$20 (only $10 for UF students). 
Fresh off a tour arranged by 
the U.S. State Department that 
spanned Vietnam, China, South 

bound recipe book to see the 56 
recipes from 32 countries along 
with cultural information 
about culinary customs. Each 
recipe is in English and the lan-
guage of its country of origin. 
You’ll see recipes for halushky, 
pilau, mazurek, shopska, kar-
jalanpaisti and more. Go to the 
Center for European Studies 
office in Turlington Hall, Room 
3324, to buy copies for $5 each.

“Food For Thought” at Library 
West
Freshman Leadership Council 
invites all students to “Food for 
Thought” from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Thursday in front of Library 
West. There will be free food 
and drinks. There will be rep-
resentatives from GatorWell, 
Student Conduct and 
Conflict Resolution, Student 
Government and other orga-
nizations to help you prepare 
for finals. TutoringZone and 
Study Edge will give out prizes 
and discount vouchers. Bring 
your friends to de-stress with 
photo booth fun! For more in-
formation, like FLC’s Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/
FreshmanLeadershipCouncil.

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject line 
to skinonen@alligator.org. To 
ensure publication in the next 
day’s newspaper, please submit 
the event before 5 p.m. Please 
model your submissions after 
above events. Improperly for-
matted “What’s Happening” 
submissions may not appear 
in the paper. Press releases will 
not appear in the paper.

Korea and the Philippines, 
the Trey McIntyre Project 
brings its choreography to 
the Phillips Center. Included 
in the performance will be 
the piece “Leatherwing Bat,” 
which The New York Times 
said “beautifully straddles 
the line between the whim-
sical and the poignant.” For 
more information, visit www.
performingarts.ufl.edu.

Robotics Demos at UF
Robot Demo Day at UF will 
include demonstrations of 
13 robots built by students 
in this semester’s Intelligent 
Machines Design Laboratory 
course from 1 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Wednesday at UF’s 
New Engineering Building 
Harris Rotunda. Several oth-
er robots from the Machine 
Intelligence Lab will be dis-
played, including previous 
national and international 
award-winning robots such 
as a submarine and a lawn-
mower. Visit www.mil.ufl.
edu/imdl/robot_info_f12.
htm for more information.

Sing For Life to perform at the 
Hippodrome
To accompany a showing 
of “A Late Quartet,” the 
Hippodrome Cinema enlisted 
the vocal talents of Sing For 
Life, an initiative from UF’s 
Center for Arts in Medicine 
that strives to improve the 
quality of life for Parkinson’s 
patients through voice les-
sons. The group will per-
form after the film’s 5:30 p.m. 
screening Wednesday at the 
Hippodrome State Theatre, 
25 SE Second Place. For more 
details, visit www.thehipp.
org/cinema, or call 352-375-
HIPP for movie tickets.

“A Taste of Europe”
Get copies of the award-
winning “A Taste of Europe” 
cookbook through Dec. 12.
Page through the spiral-
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� HE TAUGHT 99 SECTIONS OF 
REPORTING.

JULIA GLUM
Alligator Staff Writer

Ed Weston has spent 42 years teaching UF 
students about words, but maybe the story of 
his career is best told in numbers.

When Weston retires at the end of this se-
mester, his records show he’ll have taught 156 
sections of Public Affairs Reporting, 99 sec-
tions of Reporting, 39 sections of writing for 
mass communications and nine sections of 
Fact Finding, among others.

“I like working with individual students,” 
he said. “It’s really kind of fun.”

But Weston, 66, didn’t start out with pro-
fessorial goals — even while earning his mas-
ter’s degree at Northwestern University, he 
said, “It was pretty clear to me I didn’t want 
to teach.”

Weston was an editor at the Omaha World-
Herald when UF’s Robert Simmons asked him 
to join the faculty at UF’s College of Journalism 

and Communications, and he did so in 1970.
Since then, Weston has spent a majority of 

his time as a lab instructor, doing hands-on 
exercises with journalism students, including 
conducting Applied Journalism classes at The 
Gainesville Sun.

“You get these bright, hardworking, cre-
ative folks, and they just need a few tools,” 
Weston said. “Then, you kind of get out of 
their way and see what they build with them. 
And I think that’s really neat.”

Department of Journalism chair Wayne 
Wanta said Weston “has been an institution” 
at the college, noting his consistency and value 
as a faculty member.

“I wish I could keep him for another 40 
years,” Wanta said.

Though he said he’ll miss the students and 
faculty members, Weston is looking forward 
to spending time with his family, including his 
granddaughters, Caitlyn and Emma, and at-
tending Gators baseball games. He also plans 
to travel with his wife, Jean, who has already 
booked three cruises.

Contact Julia Glum at jglum@alligator.org.

Courtesy to the Alligator

Ed Weston, front row, far right, stands with students of an Applied Journalism 
class at The Gainesville Sun in the Spring quarter of 1975.

Journalism faculty member sails on from long-standing post

Merslich, a 27-year-old physical 
therapist, said he has never treated a 
patient who was injured because of 
cheerleading.

In the 2005-2006 school year, 12 
high school and college female cheer-
leaders suffered catastrophic injuries, 
according to the National Center for 
Catastrophic Sport Injury Research 
at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. That amount has 
dropped steadily, and in the 2010-
2011 school year, one catastrophic 
injury was reported for high school 
cheerleaders, and none for college.

UF first-year dental student and 
former cheerleader Patrick Fitzger-
ald, 23, said banning the cheerleaders 
from stunts was a caring approach, 

but a quick decision without much 
research.

Fitzgerald, who cheered from 2008 
to 2012, said the cheerleaders had to 
get stunts approved by a medical ad-
visory board to decide if they were 
safe to perform. He said he thought 
the system worked well.

In 2011, about 2,500 women from 
ages 18 to 22 visited the emergency 
room for a cheerleading related inci-
dent, according to the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission. That’s 
about 3,700 fewer visits than for soc-
cer related injuries and about 8,100 
fewer than for basketball.

“[The UF cheerleaders] are adults 
doing it and understand the risks,” 
Merslich said.

Contact Samantha Shavell at 
sshavell@alligator.org.

CHEER, from page 1

Stunt injuries have decreased
CRimE

CHRIS ALCANTARA
Alligator Writer

A Gainesville man was arrested early 
Monday morning after police say he attacked 
another man with a traffic cone near a down-
town plaza.

The incident started just after mid-
night when Bruce Mullins, a 62-year-old 
Gainesville resident, approached a homeless 
man lying on a sidewalk near the Bo Diddley 
Community Plaza, located on East University 
Avenue, and allegedly struck him with an or-
ange traffic cone, according to a GPD arrest 
report.

The victim leapt to his feet and ran across 
a nearby road as Mullins chased after him 
with the cone.

The victim tried to pull out a pocketknife 
to defend himself, but Mullins struck him 
“three to four times,” according to the report, 
before fleeing the scene.

At about 12:30 a.m., the victim called 
Gainesville Police on a pay phone to report 

the attack. After officers arrived at the plaza, 
they found Mullins smoking a cigarette near-
by, said GPD spokesman Officer Ben Tobias.

During questioning, Mullins said he didn’t 
have the cone and only fought the victim ver-

bally.
Mullins later changed 

his story, saying he did have 
the cone and swung it at the 
victim when he pulled out 
his knife and began “jab-
bing at me,” Mullins said in 
the report.

Tobias was not able to 
confirm if Mullins was un-

der the influence of drugs or alcohol at the 
time of the incident.

Police arrested Mullins on a simple bat-
tery charge and booked him into the Alachua 
County Jail at about 1:30 a.m. on Monday. He 
was released later that afternoon.

Contact Chris Alcantara at calcantara@al-
ligator.org.

Man attacks man with cone 

mullins
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ASHIRA MORRIS
Alligator Contributing Writer

Shirley Lasseter has been 
sharing her love of film with 
Gainesville for more than 30 
years.

In 1979, Lasseter set out to 
convince the Hippodrome State 
Theatre staff to install a movie 
theater in its newly purchased 
downtown building.

The most persuasive argument, 
she figured, would be a movie 
screening.

So she bought a 16 mm 
projector for $100 and put 
up a large sheet at the empty 
warehouse that served as the 
Hippodrome’s home from 1975 
to 1980.

At what could be considered 
the first Hippodrome Cinema 
event, she projected “The Dove,” 
an Ingmar Bergman parody, and 
Richard Nixon’s funding speech 
where he mentions his dog, 
Checkers.

“Everybody just loved it,” 
Lasseter, 62, said. “The whole 
gang was there, and they said, 
‘Yes!’”

This year, the Hippodrome 
Cinema is celebrating its 30th 
birthday. 

Lasseter has been its director 
since the beginning.

The cinema is known for 
bringing foreign, independent 
and offbeat film to Gainesville.

Lasseter has loved film since 
she was a teenager, when she 
would hop on a bus to see foreign 
film in Miami art houses.

She can still rattle off the 
titles of European movies she 
saw decades ago: “A Man and 
a Woman,” “To Sir, with Love,” 
“Elvira Madigan.”

At the time, she was inspired 
to become a film director. 

Now, she is the director of a 
program that screens the same 
genre of artistic, foreign film.

“It cracks your brain open,” 
she said. “It’s a whole different 
world.”

In 1972, the year the 
Hippodrome was founded, six 
artists banded together to stage 
contemporary theater.

Mary Hausch, one of the six 
founders, distributed fliers for a 
play in a bike shop that Lasseter 
was working at at the time. 

Hausch and Lasseter knew 
each other from high school and 
had independently chosen to 
continue their education at UF.

After seeing the flier, Lasseter 
volunteered in all aspects of the 
theater. 

She ran the bar. She painted 

sets. She ushered people in. She 
once fanned a lighting board to 
keep it from catching on fire.

The cinema was up and 
running at its new downtown 
location, 25 SE Second Place, by 
1982.

Today, it’s harder to get 
people to pay to see film in an 
independent theater.

“There’s a point where you 
have to deal with the economics 
of the situation, no matter what 
your passion,” she said. 

“You can figure out a new way 
to make it happen or let it go. We 
decided to figure out a new way 
to make it happen.”

This September, Lasseter start-
ed a street team to promote films 
at the Hippodrome. 

Hausch calls her an “idea fac-
tory.”

“I don’t think those types of 
things would happen without 
Shirley,” Hausch said. “The sky is 
the limit for [her].”

The team promoted “Sleepwalk 
With Me,” one of the recent Hip-
podrome films, by announcing the 
film on UF’s campus while wear-
ing pajamas and sleep masks.

After more than 30 years of 
working with the Hippodrome, 
Lasseter has no intention of 
retiring.

“For a long time, I was a cinema 
director and it was my job,” she 
said. “Now, it’s my life.”

Theater has ‘idea factory’ for director 

LAURA HOGAN
Alligator Contributing Writer

They came armed with 
backpacks and brains.

Averaging about 17 heads 
per minute, the students 
flowed into Library West 
around 1:30 p.m. Monday, the 
revolving door whirring about 
and around.

As the semester’s end ap-
proaches, Library West and the 
Marston Science Library are 
seeing a high volume of stu-
dents, especially those cram-
ming for exams. Both libraries 
have extended hours.

“We do this as a service to 
the students,” said Vernon 
Kisling, department chair of 
the Marston Science Library.

More students go to Mar-
ston to finish projects rather 
than study for exams, he said.

Monday and the weekend 
were some of the busiest days, 

Kisling said.
About 20,600 students 

visited Library West Nov. 26 
through Nov. 28, said Patrick 
Reakes, department chair of 
Library West. Those numbers 
only count those who came 
up the escalators, not students 
who went to Starbucks or the 
downstairs study area, he 
said.

Though the number of peo-
ple who use Library West has 
been consistently high over the 
past few years, it often sees a 
spike in attendance during fi-
nals time, Reakes said.

On Sunday night, a Library 
West attendant opened an in-
struction room to make space 
for more students, he said.

He expects to have more 
than 7,000 students per day 
throughout the next week. 
“We’re just solid busy from 
here to the end of the semes-
ter,” Reakes said.

Students cram into 
libraries as finals loom

Looking for a place to study?
Library West is open continuously until 6 p.m. on Dec. 

14, according to the George A. Smathers Libraries 
website, and Starbucks will stay open as well.

Marston will be open from 8 a.m. to 3 a.m. through 
Dec. 12.

Other libraries will operate on their normal schedules, 
according to the site.

“It cracks your brain 
open. It’s a whole different 

world.”
Shirley Lasseter

Hippodrome Cinema director
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Today’s question: Are you mad that the ice rink still 
isn’t open?

60 TOTAL VOTES

22% YES
78% NO

Monday’s question: Will you see Mark 
Cuban speak today? 

Loser Lohan 
Media should 

probably just lay off
We’ve got trouble, right here in the USA. Trouble with a 

capital ‘T,’ that rhymes with ‘L,’ that stands for Lind-
say Lohan.

We don’t necessarily want to talk about Lohan because ev-
eryone talking about her all the time is probably a big source of 
her problems, but we feel compelled.

She’s become such a source of national ridicule and pity that 
even Mel Gibson wants to help her out. He said in an interview 
with “Extra” that he reached out to her in the past, and he might 
do so again. If Mel-tdown Gibson wants to help you with your 
problems, then you defi nitely have something to worry about.

It just seems like the more attention she receives in the media, 
the more that terrible things happen to her.

The Lifetime movie about Elizabeth Taylor, “Liz & Dick,” pre-
miered on Nov. 25 to, let’s say, mixed reviews. People magazine 
said her performance as Taylor was fascinating and terrible.

Los Angeles Times TV reviewer Mary McNamara called it a 
“‘wildly graceless biopic’ fi lled with more ‘petulance than pas-
sion.’”

A few days later, after attending a Justin Bieber concert in 
New York, Lohan went to a nightclub (as she is wont to do). 
She ended up punching a psychic. We know that sounds like an 
outrageous story, but it’s actually true. Lohan claims she didn’t 
punch her accuser, but she said she instead called her a “gypsy” 
and the psychic’s friend tried to steal Lohan’s purse.

Don’t worry, though, because Lohan is probably going to 
hire a private investigator. The psychic, Tiffany Ava Mitchell, 
could be trying to make a quick buck.

A few days after that, Lohan’s assets were frozen by the IRS 
“in an effort to recover $233,904 in unpaid taxes from 2009 and 
2011 and an unspecifi ed amount from 2011,” according to TMZ 
and New York Daily News.

It is a saga. If someone ever makes a biopic of Lohan (could 
be called “Linds Is Sick,” you’re welcome, Lifetime), a lot of it 
would take place in courtrooms or on Twitter when she fought 
with Amanda Bynes that one time.

This entire editorial seems like an episode of “Gossip Girl,” 
right? Here’s the point: Celebrities feed off attention and use 
it to continue to propel them in the direction they are already 
headed.

Like, if Lohan was on the up-and-up and received attention 
for all her good things, then she would be praised. The cycle 
would continue, and she would be basically on the same level as 
someone like Reese Witherspoon.

However, because Lohan had some hard times, the press 
started paying more attention to all the terrible things that either 
just happened in her life or that she did to herself. The cycle con-
tinued, and now she’s just a mess.

Attention breeds similar acts. It’s like training an animal. 
Only give them treats when they do something good, but don’t 
scold them if they do something bad.

Not that Lindsay Lohan is like an animal, but we all remem-
ber that scene in “Mean Girls.”

Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, readers of all 
ages: Life is chaotic and complicated.

However, it must be the correct combination of 
planned and spontaneous in order to be a hit. Dangerous, 
thrilling, emotional and unpredictable, life is a circus.

We walk many tightropes and take narrow paths in 
hopes that we don’t fall. Always anxious, we tiptoe through 
the journey, hoping we don’t fail to succeed.

We are expert jugglers. Always occupied with more tasks 
than we can handle, we somehow manage to stay in syn-
chronization.

We are fi re-breathers, passionate about the things that 
make us come alive. We want to share our passions with the 
world so much and sometimes sacrifi ce ourselves just to be 
able to do so.

We jump through rings of fi re to get to the things we want. 
Many times we put ourselves in danger in pursuit of what 
we desire. What awaits on the other side could be recogni-
tion, applause, self-fulfi llment or simply something better 
than what we have now. We hope we can make it through 
the test and say the leap of faith was well worth it.

We fi nd ourselves fi ghting to tame the wild lions of life. 
Why do we put ourselves in these kinds of situations in the 
fi rst place? Often it’s a necessity. Sometimes it’s just for the 
thrill of it.

When things get tough, we satisfy our egos by putting on 
stilts to be above everyone around us.

We are trapeze artists. When we fi nd someone our hearts 
feel we can trust, we repeatedly swing back and forth to 
them, away from them, until we have the courage to let go 
and clutch on. All we can hope is that they embrace us and 
don’t let us fall. We’d be ashamed and embarrassed after get-
ting played.

Although places around the world have different inter-
pretations, the concept of the circus is a shared experience, 
identifi able and relatable to all. It’s a global phenomenon that 
people of all walks of life grow to be intrigued with.

Some circus shows are high-class, some are low-mainte-
nance. Some take place in parking lots for free, while others 
occur in grand auditoriums with high-priced tickets. Some 

are child-friendly while others are 
much more serious in nature.

The circus will travel and make 
stops all around the world. Some 
big tops stay in one city their entire 
run while others have the chance 
to see the entire globe. No mat-
ter where your own circus goes, 
remember it’s on the road for a 
reason.

When it’s all said and done, it’s only an illusion. Eventu-
ally, we lose our possessions, costumes, props and reveal our 
true selves.

Some of us fi nd it hard to believe in someone who actual-
ly conducts all of this madness. However, the most fulfi lling 
circuses prosper because they have a trusting relationship 
with their ringmaster. We don’t understand every action he 
takes but confi de in him enough to abide by his word and 
believe he is in control of a beautiful experience.

The ringmaster is the most visible and most vital in the 
show.

He is confi dent, dapper and effortlessly holds the atten-
tion of the audience members watching. His presence is 
strong enough to make them fear, respect, praise, admire 
and love him all at once. This master of ceremonies keeps the 
show moving, even during times that seem rough.

The ringmaster loves us as performers. Even when we 
feel we‘re miniscule or unworthy of attention, he reminds us 
that we are uniquely created and are spectacular creatures 
because he made us and molded us into who we are. Even 
though at times we are unprepared and ungraceful, he con-
vinces us we are worth much more. He sees potential inside 
us we don’t even know exists.

Thank you for being an engaging and responsive audi-
ence on this stop of my own traveling circus.

I hope we all continue to grow and can one day stop the 
adventure, rest and say we were part of a worthy spectacle 
for our ringmaster.

Anayo Ordu is an advertising sophomore at UF. Her column 
appears on Tuesdays.
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Letter to the Editor
I am a Gainesville resident and 

have been for 18 years. Sunday 
night, I had the most wonderful 
musical experience!

This was my fi rst opportunity 
to enjoy a performance presented 
by the UF School of Music. Don 
Suther, a tenor for the Gainesville 
Civic Chorus Master Chorale, in-
vited me to the performance of 
the UF School of Music’s “Sounds 

of the Season.”  I wish I had real-
ized how truly amazing this ex-
perience would be; I would have 
brought my whole family.

The evening began as the Uni-
versity Concert Choir and the 
Gainesville Civic Chorus was 
heavenly singing the “Gloria in 
Excelsis Deo,” from above me 
—  in the balcony — while the 
University Symphony Orchestra 

magnifi cently performed on the 
stage of the Phillips Center for 
the Performing Arts. I closed my 
eyes, breathed in deep and my 
soul was lifted out of my body to 
fl oat in the air with the music. It 
was a wonderful experience and a 
beautiful beginning to the Christ-
mas season. “African Noel,” per-
formed by the Women’s Chorale, 
the Men’s Glee Club and the Af-

rican Percussion, was very up-
lifting and cheerful, as was each 
of the other 12 arrangements. 
Bravo!

I would like to thank everyone 
involved in this musical experi-
ence. The night could not have 
been more perfect! Each one of 
you painted a vision in my mind 
with your very positive energy 
and amazing talent. Thank you, 

UF and Dr. and Mrs. Machen, 
for your very generous musical 
gift to our community. May God 
bless all of you with peace and 
happiness.

Linda S. DiFranco
Gainesville resident

P.S. The UF radio station re-
corded the whole evening for all 
of the community to enjoy this 
season.

Butts are everywhere! 
You fi nd them at the beach, at 

the park, on sidewalks, in park-
ing lots, sporting events, the list goes 
on. Cigarette butts.  

It is impossible to go anywhere with-
out fi nding cigarette butts people have 
tossed on the ground.  

We are taught from a very young age 
that we shouldn’t litter. Society encour-
ages us to throw our garbage in the trash. 
Many people in the Gainesville area are 
familiar with the catchy slogan, “Put it 
in the can, Gator fan.” Cities organize 
cleanup days to educate the public and 
get the community involved. 

It seems the majority of society frowns 
upon someone throwing their burger 
wrapper or water bottle on the ground.

So why are cigarette butts an excep-
tion to the rule? What makes people turn 
the other cheek when it comes to the 
single most littered item in America and 
worldwide?    

When I asked some smokers for their 
opinion on this matter, most of them 
had common responses. One of the most 
common responses regarded the incon-
venience of not having more receptacles 
to throw their cigarette butts in. Others 
thought cigarettes were biodegradable, 
and it wasn’t “as bad as throwing other 
trash on the ground.”  

Many of the smokers admitted to 
not thinking anything of it, saying, “It’s 
a habit.” Whatever the reasons are, this 
thoughtless act must stop.

The fi lters in cigarettes can take as 

long as 10 years 
to decompose. 
They contain 
toxic chemicals 
that can seep 

into the environments they are left in. 
These chemicals can make their way into 
the soil and waterways, potentially caus-
ing harmful effects. The little bit of tobac-
co that is left in the cigarette can cause 
adverse effects to the environment.

What can be done to reduce the litter-
ing of cigarette butts? 

First and foremost, the public should 
be educated on the harmful effects ciga-
rette butts have on the environment. Be-
havior and attitudes about littering need 
to be changed, and education about the 
subject is a successful way to go about 
it.  

I also propose that the City of 
Gainesville provide more cigarette re-
ceptacles for smokers to use. Laws and 
ordinances enforcing litter fi nes need to 
be upheld, even for cigarette butts.   

To those of you who smoke, take 
responsibility for your actions. Make a 
choice not to litter. If you’re in your car, 
utilize the ashtray instead of throwing 
the cigarette out the window. Carry a 
portable ashtray with you so you will 
always have a place to dispose of the 
cigarettes.    

Smokers, please think about what you 
are doing to the environment next time 
you go to put your butt on the ground.     

Ashley Beasley is a wildlife ecology and 
conservation senior at UF.

Gainesville should ban 
cigarette butts from city

Guest column

Ashley Beasley
Speaking Out

Imagine an AIDS-free generation. This 
could happen, but only if we take the nec-
essary steps at this moment. This summer, 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton vowed the 
United States would maintain its commitment 
to provide the funding and resources needed 
to achieve this historic milestone at the 2012 In-
ternational AIDS Conference. Dec. 1 marks the 
34th World AIDS Day. Although it is important 
to commemorate the millions of lives that have 
been lost to HIV/AIDS, it is even more crucial 
to recognize that this single day represents a 
greater movement to eventually end AIDS al-
together. Impending sequestration cuts that 
could be enacted in January threaten the pos-
sibility of an AIDS-free generation.

Despite challenges combating a disease that 
continuously changes and adapts within the 
host cells of patients, recent research indicates 
that it may be possible to control the transmis-
sion of HIV. The HPTN 052 study, sponsored 
by the National Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases, used a randomized clinical 
trial to understand whether antiretroviral treat-
ment, a combination of drugs already used to 
treat HIV, could prevent sexual transmission of 
HIV among couples in which one member was 
HIV-positive. Remarkably, the study demon-
strated that ATRVs as a form of treatment are 
actually a form of prevention: The uninfected 
partner does not contract the virus. By provid-
ing patients with treatment, transmission of the 
virus can be stopped.

As a result of Congress’ failed attempt to 
come up with a fi scal solution to last year’s 
debt ceiling crisis, the Budget Control Act of 
2011 was enacted to reduce the defi cit by $1.2 
trillion in the next decade (starting this Janu-
ary). Different sectors will be impacted differ-
ently by the cuts, but all will be hurt, and small 
programs will get hit the hardest. For example, 
sequestration will be disastrous to health re-
search, an area that already struggles with re-
ceiving adequate funding.

A 7.8 percent sequester is to be enacted for 

agencies such as the 
National Institute of 
Health, which will 
lose $2.4 billion, the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven-

tion ($444 million), and the National Science 
Foundation ($538 million). On the whole, dis-
cretionary funding is projected to decline by 
$39 billion. In addition, global health funding 
will be slashed by 8.4 percent across the board. 
This reduction is estimated to result in an in-
crease of global AIDS-related deaths by more 
than 60,000. Nearly 275,000 people will be left 
without AIDS treatment and services. Although 
the Budget Control Act was presented last year, 
there is still the possibility for Congress to enact 
another solution by January — a solution that 
would not put lives at risk.

The fi ght against HIV/AIDS is perhaps the 
single bipartisan issue of our time.

Lauded by Bill Clinton as a legacy of the 
Bush administration, U.S. efforts to combat 
AIDS both at home and abroad must continue, 
even in the most pressing of economic times. 
Congress should take decisive steps to ensure 
the U.S. remains an undisputed leader in the 
fi ght against AIDS. The fi scal challenge can-
not be used as an excuse to slash domestic and 
global programs that are keeping patients alive. 
In the U.S. alone, the onslaught of devastating 
sequestration would bring lifesaving research 
to a halt and leave thousands of people without 
the medicine they depend on for survival.

The time to fi ght the AIDS epidemic is now. 
As of Sept. 30, the U.S. directly supported near-
ly 5.1 million people on antiretroviral treatment 
through the President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief. This is a threefold increase in four 
years, up from 1.7 million in 2008. We cannot 
afford to undercut this progress by defunding 
domestic and global programs.

Aleeza H. Hashmi, India Perez-Urbano, Maria 
L. Smith are columnists for the Harvard Crimson at 
Harvard University.

Achieving an HIV-free generation
UWire

Aleeza H. 
Hashmi

UWire
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The Cat’s Meow
Katy Taggart, 18, right, pets a cat from Animal People Inc. Monday on the Reitz Union Colonnade. 
The Pet Playtime event is part of the Reitz Union’s De-Stress Study Fest, which lasts until Dec. 13. 

 � INTERVIEWS WILL TAKE 
PLACE JAN. 10 TO JAN. 12. 

ERIN JESTER
Alligator Staff Writer

The applications may not all be 
in, but UF’s 12th president will be 
selected next month.

David Brown, chairman of the 
presidential search committee, 
wrote in a letter that the commit-
tee will interview candidates dur-
ing a three-day period from Jan. 
10 through Jan. 12.

Search consultant Jan Green-
wood has said the presidents of a 
couple of major research universi-
ties are waiting for the last minute 
to apply. Florida’s Sunshine Law, 

which dictates their applications 
are public record, could cause 
those applicants to face criticism 
from their own campuses about 
seeking a new job.

“They’re going to sit in the 
wings until somebody tells them 
to jump in,” UF spokeswoman Ja-
nine Sikes said. “I anticipate it’ll 
be pretty close to those next set of 
meetings in January.”

Interviews were originally 
scheduled to begin this weekend. 

“We decided not to hold cam-
pus visits after the fall semester 
ends or during the holidays, as we 
want to ensure that all interested 
parties have an opportunity to ob-
serve or be present,” he wrote.

Contact Erin Jester at ejester@
alligator.org.

UF president to be 
selected next month

NOELIA TRUJILLO
Alligator Contributing Writer

For Sheila Scolaro, a 21-year-
old plant science junior at UF, 
one of the best parts of the holi-
days isn’t decorating a Christmas 
tree. 

It’s watching thousands of 
green poinsettias burst into a sea 
of red, pink, orange, white and 
burgundy.

UF’s Environmental Horticul-
ture Club will host its 17th annu-
al Poinsettia Show and Sale from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday and 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday at Fifield 
Hall on Hull Road.

The sale will feature 10 bench-
es displaying a total of 4,000 poin-
settia plants, with average prices 
falling between $10 to $23, Sco-
laro said. The presidential poin-
settias, which are about 4 feet tall, 
will sell for up to $75.

More than 30 types of poin-
settias will be offered at the sale, 
Scolaro said, and a display will 
give customers ideas on ways to 
use the different-sized plants.

She said her favorite part of 
working with the plants is watch-
ing them change color.

“Within about a week’s time, 
the greenhouse goes from a sea of 
green to a palette of colors,” Sco-
laro said.

Club president Maxwell Mer-
cer, a 20-year-old plant science 
junior, said the club receives 
poinsettia liners in early August 
from breeders in California, Ger-
many and Holland.

“Students prepare the plants 
by potting, pinching, watering 
and spacing the poinsettias,” 
Mercer said.

The proceeds from the sale 
will go toward an international 
trip for the students in the En-
vironmental Horticulture Club, 
Mercer said. 

The profits will also help stu-
dents attend a national agricul-
ture competition at Auburn Uni-
versity next year.

Mercer said he is excited to 
talk to customers and tell them 
about the work the club has put 
into producing the show and sale. 
He said the sale will show people 
more than 97 varieties of poinset-
tias ranging in color, shape and 
size.

The plants bring “warmth and 
holiday spirit into one’s home or 
yard,” Mercer said.

Christmas goes beyond red and green at poinsettia sale
CAmpus

“Within about a week’s 
time, the greenhouse goes 

from a sea of green to a 
palette of colors.”

Sheila Scolaro
plant science junior
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Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

2 BLOCKS FROM UF!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

4-24-72-1

PLAY THERE...LIVE HERE
THE POLOS

NOW offering
ROOMMATE MATCHING on 3/3’s

$464/person
Call Today! 352-335-7656

4-24-72-1

CLOSE TO CAMPUS 1BA/1BR in a male 3/2 
at Royal Village. $519 fully furnished, W/D, 
utilities included. 10min walk to campus or 
downtown & convenient buses. Call 678-
787-9817    12-4-4-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

QUIET, CLEAN.
LOTS OF GREEN
1br $375. 2br $425 372-1201, 213-3901        
4-24-13-72-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dry-
er included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 538-2181 lv message    12-
15-12-71-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-11-13-167-2 

Double your pleasure in our spacious
2 bedroom 2 bath apartments.
Individual leasing available!

Mention this ad for $0 move in fees!!
Call for Details! 352-335-7656

4-24-72-2

Now leasing 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th Street. $425 to 
$545. Call 335-7066, visit us on Facebook 
or Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  12-5-
12-71-2

 

Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some w/ enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, BRs carpeted. DW, W/D 
hk-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus rte, some 
walk to UF. Sec 8 accepted 352-332-7700   
12-5-12-71-2

Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$450 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!
A true 1/1 close but far enough away

 from the ruckus of the student ghetto.
No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

4-24-13-72-2

SPACIOUS 2BR/2BA APT.
Convenient location to Shands, UF & Butler 
Plaza. Asking $700. Please call Martine 352-
682-9126. yttek@hotmail.com    1-7-12-112-
2

LAKEWOOD VILLAS
Large 1,2 & 3BR floorplans starting at $735.

Free Hi-Speed internet, washer/dryer,
fitness center, computer lab,

swimming pool etc. M-F 9-6, Sat. 10-5 
700 SW 62nd Blvd. 352-371-8009

www.lakewoodvillas.com
4-24-13-72-2

PET’S PARADISE
$390 - $650. No app or pet fee.
1 & 2BR, privacy fenced. SW. 352-331-2099    
12-5-12-35-2

STEPS TO CAMPUS
511 NW 15th St. Spacious rooms for stu-
dents. $395/mo includes utilities, kitchen & 
parking. Call for info Bristol Park Realty 352-
367-2669    12-5-12-31-2

1 or 2 BR,$500-$650, close to UF campus 
or downtown, busline to Santa Fe College; 
greenspace; trees; privacy; prefer calm, qui-
et, mature or serious students; cats ok. 1824 
NW 10th St; 1807 NW 10 St. 352 284 3873; 
352 376 0080; postj@bellsouth.net    1-7-12-
28-2

HISTORIC APTS Downtown Pleasant St 
Historic District. 1-3BRs. Ceiling fans, porch-
es, wd flrs, some w/ W/D. ALSO we have 2 & 
3BR homes. Cats ok, no dogs. 1st, last, sec. 
aprleve@aol.com Call/text 352-538-1550   
12-5-12-19-2

2/2 QUIET townhome at The Gables, gated, 
security, garage, patio, w/d,cable, clubhouse 
workout room, pool, sauna, tennis, bb. Close 
to UF, Shands. 12 mo lease. $1050. by own-
er 321-698-7579.   12-5-12-16-2

UNIQUE 1BR APT.
Nice, quiet. 750 sq ft. Dining room, living 
room, full bath, bedroom. Cable, W/D, all 
utils incl. $700 Includes all. Tower & Archer 
Rd area. Call 352-278-8381    12-5-12-12-2

MERRILL MANAGEMENT INC.
825 NW 13th Street
352-339-3329 or 352-494-6692
www.merrillmanagement.com

1BR 1BA Apt  3 BLKS to UF, 
Carpet, Central H & Air, $500/Mo
Marcott 1029 SW 3rd Avenue

1BR 1BA Apt 1 BLK to UF
Carpet, Central H & Air, $525/Mo
Grad II 1236 SW 4th Avenue

2BR 1BA Apt 1 BLK to UF, Ritz Apts
Wood Floors, Central H & Air
Lease thru May, June or July 2013
1236 SW 1st Avenue $650/Mo

2 BR 1BA Apt Robert Obrien Apts
Terrazzo Floors, Window A/C, Nat Gas Ht
Near Sams Club/Walmart  $450/Mo
2901 NW 14th Street 

2BR 1BA Duplex Close to UF
1914 NW 9th Street $625/Mo
Carpet, Central & Air            1-7-12-16-2

2BR/1BA, Cent A/C, mobile home on shady 
lot on busline. Laundry room. No pets. From 
$355-$420/mo. Incl water. 1st 1/2 month free 
rent. Vacant lots also available 4546 NW 
13th St. 376-5887    4-24-83-2

Close to UF/Shands/VA/Downtown On bus 
route to UF. 3BR/3BA twnhs, furn & W/D 
avail. For students/professionals. 1448 SW 
25th Pl at Bivens Forest. $850/mo. Avail 
now. No children. 352-327-2931 or 376-6183  
1-8-12-10-2

** Downtown ** 1Bedroom **
Unique apt in great location. New flooring, 

fresh paint. $460/mth. Call 870-2760.
Others available.

1-11-12-11-2

2 bd / 2 ba on 3 bus routes- 9, 34, 62
Near UF in SW GNV /3 floor plan sizes
Single story apts/high ceilings/skylights
Bdrms located on opposite end of unit
$610 to $725 per month 
1 unit available after 1/1/13 ($725) 
2 units available 2/1/13 ($695)
Other units PRELEASING for summer / fall
1 year lease terms
Please call 352-375-2436 or 
email Tracy@apex-property.com
Magnolia Manor located at 4014 SW 26th Dr   
12-5-12-4-2

4BR/2BA HOUSE - 754 NW 20th St.
Kitchen equipped. Indoor laundry with W/D. 
Central H/AC. 2200 sq ft. Available now. 
332-6029   1-7-13-4-2

WINDSOR PARK 3BR/3BA
Completely remodeled. Short-term lease. 
Spring &/or summer. Will rent $450/rm. Incl 
cable, internet, elec, water, sewer, trash, W/D, 
sec sys. On bus rte. Avail 1-3. 407-415-6531    
1-7-13-4-2

HOUSE Large 3BR/3BA, plus bonus room & 
bath, carport, fenced yard. Walk/bike to cam-
pus, 3 bus routes. Available immediately. 
105 NW 30th St. $1700/mo. Call or text 352-
281-7932   1-7-13-3-2

Don’t get stuck with an extra rent payment. 
Advertise your subleases in the Alligator 
Classifieds and save yourself some cash. 
Call 373-FIND.

Roommate for 4-person apartment. 
Furnished plus shared bath, utilities, and in-
ternet. Pool, walking trails, gym. <1 mile from 
campus, Shands, and downtown. Perfect for 
students! $510/month. 407-416-3117    1-28-
33-3

1st MONTH FREE! CROSSING AT SANTA 
FE 1BR/1BA in 3BR/3BA. Fully furnished. 
Lease available now thru 7/15/13. $429/mo. 
Option to extend. 352-434-1454    1-7-13-
12-3

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

Beautifully renovated, furnished
condo,1 mile from UF, $359/MO
includes cable, internet, utilities,
pool + fitness room and on bus route, 
Female roommate needed, 352 262-2871    
1-7-13-6-4

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
12-5-71-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.
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 13 Wanted
 14 Help Wanted
 15 Services

 16 Health Services
 17 Typing Services
 18 Personals
 19 Connections
 20 Event Notices

 21 Entertainment
 22 Tickets
 23 Rides
 24 Pets
 25 Lost & Found

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise ‘’any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make limitation, or discrimination.’’ We will 
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.  •  All employment opportunities advertised herein are subject to the laws which prohibit discrimina-
tion in employment (barring legal exceptions) because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap, familial status, age, or any other covered status.  •  This newspaper assumes no responsibility for injury or loss arising from contacts made through the type of advertising that 
is know as “personal” or “connections” whether or not they actually appear under those classifications. We suggest that any reader who responds to that type of advertising use caution and investigate the sincerity of the advertiser before giving out personal information.  •  Although this 
newspaper uses great care in accepting or rejecting advertising according to its suitability, we cannot verify that all advertising claims or offers are completely valid in every case and, therefore, cannot assume any responsibility for any injury or loss arising from offers and acceptance of 
offers of goods and/or services through any advertising contained herein.

How To Place A Classified Ad:
In Person:
Cash, Check, MC, or Visa
The Alligator Office

1105 W. University Ave.

M-F, 8am - 4pm

By E-mail: classifieds@alligator.org

By Fax: (352) 376-3015

By Mail:
Call 352-373-FIND for information. 

Sorry, no cash by mail. 

MasterCard, Visa or checks only.

By Phone: (352) 373-FIND
Payment by Visa or MasterCard ONLY. 

M-F, 8am - 4pm

When Will Your Ad Run?
Ads placed by 4 pm will appear two    publica-

tion days later. Ads may run for any length 

of time and be cancelled at any time. Sorry, 

but there can be no refunds or credits for 

cancelled ads.

Corrections and Cancellations:

Cancellations: Call 373-FIND M-F, 8am - 4pm. No refunds or credits can be given.
Alligator errors: Check your ad the FIRST day it runs. Call 373-FIND with any 

corrections before noon. THE ALLIGATOR IS ONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
FIRST DAY THE AD RUNS INCORRECTLY. Corrected ads will be extended one 

day. No refunds or credits can be given after placing the ad. Corrections called in 

after the first day will not be further compensated.

Customer error or changes: Changes must be made BEFORE NOON for the next 

day’s paper. There will be a $2.00 charge for minor changes.

 Online: w/ Visa or MasterCard at www.alligator.org/classified



10, ALLIGATOR § TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2012

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 will 
deliver.      4-24-13-72-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        4-24-13-72-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        4-24-13-72-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   4-24-72-6

BEDROOM SET. 7pc Cherry, Queen/ king 
bed, dresser w/mirror, 2 nightstands, chests 
avail. Dovetail const. New, in boxes. Can de-
liver. Retail $4500, must sell, sacrifice $850 
(352) 372-7490    4-24-72-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
4-24-72-6

FUTON Solid oak mission-style frame w/
mattress. New, in box. $160   332-9899
___________________________________.
DINETTE SET 5pc $120 Brand new in box. 
Never used.  352-377-9846        4-24-72-6

**BEDS - ALL BRAND NEW**
**Full $100 Queen $125 King $200**
Orthopedic pillow-top sets. Brand name 
matching sets not used or refurbished. Still 
in plastic, direct from factory!  352-333-7516.       
4-24-72-6

BED- QUEEN New orthopedic pillowtop mat-
tress and boxspring set. Brand name, brand 
new, still in plastic with warranty. Can deliver. 
$130  352-377-9846.      4-24-72-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       4-24-13-72-6

Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.

COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
Network specialists

We buy computers and laptops
Working and Non-working

378-4009, 607 NW 13th Street
12-5-67-7

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus Equipment Auctions●
are underway...bikes, computers, printers, 
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in 
bidding go to: surplus.ufl.edu  392-0370    12-
5-12-71-10

GOATS FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-514-9858       12-5-71-10

Guitars and Musical Instruments
New, Used and Factory Refurbished
Check Us Out Before You Buy!!
Leonardo's Music, Micanopy, FL
352-450-0928 Leonardos302.com
4-24-13-72-10

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

★★★WWW.RPMMOTORCYCLES.COM★★
FULL SERVICE MOTORCYCLE - SCOOTER 
REPAIR. 12TH YEAR IN GVILLE. OEM 
& AFTERMARKET PARTS. BEST TIRE 
PRICES IN TOWN. 352-377-6974    1-7-11-
72-11

4-24-13-72-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Great Scooters, Service & Prices!

118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271
Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com

facebook.com/newscooters4less
4-24-13-72-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
4-24-13-72-11

★★★Road Rat Motors★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $899. 1yr 
Parts AND labor warranties included. 376-
6275 RoadRatMotors.com   1-7-11-72-11

Road Rat Motors-Gville’s #1 service facility. We 
repair ALL brands of scooters & will come to 
YOU! Daily pickups available. Lowest labor rates 
& quickest turnaround time around. Run by Gator 
Grads! 352-376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com    1-7-
11-72-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

4-24-13-72-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   1-7-
72-11

FOR SALE--- BRAND NEW 49cc METRO 
RETRO SCOOTER. ORANGE AND WHITE. 
TEST DRIVEN ONLY. $1200.00 CASH. IF 
INTERESTED, CALL MORGAN AT (352) 
578-4198. THANKS!    12-5-2-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

CARS - CARS Buy●Sell●Trade
Clean BMW, Volvo, Mercedes
Toyota, Honda, Nissan cars

3432 N Main St. www.carrsmith.com
CARRSMITH AUTO SALES 373-1150

4-24-72-12

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●
 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
1-7-11-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN!
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!!
VEHICLES $1000 AND UP!
352-338-1999     4-24-72-12

BUY FOR BLOWOUT
PRICES & SAVE BIG!!!
VEHICLES STARTING AT $1000
PRICES NEGOTIABLE!!!
352-338-1999   4-24-72-12

97 HONDA CIVIC $5999
99 HONDA ACCORD $5999
98 ACURA RL $6999
02 HONDA ACCORD $6999
352-338-1999    4-24-72-12

01 TOYOTA CAMRY $6999
02 TOYOTA COROLLA $6999
00 HONDA ODYSSEY $7999
02 VOLVO STYPE $8999
352-338-1999   4-24-72-12

95 CHEVY CAMERO $2500
98 TOYOTA 4RUNNER $4999
00 ISUZU RODEO $5999
02 NISSAN XTERRA $8999
352-338-1999    4-24-72-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
NO CREDIT CHECK!
CARS, TRUCKS, SUV'S & VANS!
30 DAY WARRANTY
352-375-9090    4-24-72-12

99 HONDA ACCORD $6999
02 TOYOTA COROLLA $6999
03 NISSAN SENTRA $6999
02 TOYOTA CAMRY $7999
352-375-9090    4-24-72-12

03 HONDA CIVIC $8999
04 TOYOTA COROLLA $8999
03 NISSAN ALTIMA $8999
04 TOYOTA CAMRY $10,999
352-375-9090       4-24-72-12

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call Brandy 352-771-6191   
1-7-12-29-12
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This newspaper assumes no responsibil-
ity for injury or loss arising from contacts 
made through advertising. We suggest that 
any reader who responds to advertising use 
caution and investigate the sincerity of the 
advertiser before giving out personal infor-
mation or arranging meetings or investing 
money.

LOCAL ARTIST NEEDS:
★ Gold ★ Diamonds ★ Gems ★ Class Rings 
★ ETC ★ Top Cash $$$ or Trade ★
OZZIE’S FINE JEWELRY 352-318-4009.  
12-5-71-13

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
4-24-72-13

The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

St. Francis House is a 
homeless shelter and soup kitchen

located in downtown Gainesville
and we are looking for help 

from volunteers like you. 

St. Francis House is need of 
donations for their

holiday meals, such as 
turkeys, boxed stuffing and 

canned vegetables. 
If you are interested in helping, 

please contact
Stephanie Breval at (352) 378-9079

or by e-mail at
      sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti &
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948     
1-11-13-72-13 

CUTTING-EDGE UF RESEARCH STUDY
●BOTH smokers AND never-smokers
●Periodontal (gum line) sampling only
●5 visits over 2 years; up to 1.5 hr each visit
●FREE oral exam, up to $160 compensation
Call: 352-`392-2945 or 352-641-0319   1-31-
13-79-13

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-771-6191    
1-7-12-29-13

●● GET CASH TODAY ●●
For your car, cruck or van. Any condition. 
Top prices paid. Call anytime - 7 days/week 
352-299-5370    1-7-12-6-13

This newspaper assumes no responsibil-
ity for injury or loss arising from contacts 
made through advertising. We suggest that 
any reader who responds to advertising use 
caution and investigate the sincerity of the 
advertiser before giving out personal infor-
mation or arranging meetings or investing 
money.

ACCOUNTING CLERK
The Business Office at The Alligator has
an open position for an Accounting Clerk.

Applicant must be a currently enrolled student,
majoring in Accounting or Business

Administration. Duties include operating
Quickbooks accounting system to work
with accounts receivables and accounts

payables. Other duties consist of
manipulating Excel spreadsheets,
answering phones, and general

office duties. Organization and a great
attitude is a necessity. Candidate should be
able to work 8-10 hrs per week and commit

to a 1 year term. Please submit resume,
along with a cover letter to:

Mail: Business Office,
The Independent Florida Alligator

PO Box 14257,
Gainesville, FL 32604-2257.

Email: business@alligator.org

What's black and white and read all over??
The Independent Florida Alligator
Be part of the sales team of the

largest college newspaper in the country
by applying to be an

INTERN
If you are enrolled as a UF or SFC student

available to work 10-12 hours a week
this spring, and are eager to gain

valuable sales experience,
stop by The Alligator,

1105 W. University Avenue,
to fill out an application and

class schedule or email resume to
advertising@alligator.org.

We will contact you for an interview
opportunity to get your career jump started!

EEO/AA.

STUDENT WORK GREAT PAY
$14.50 base/appt -FT/PT openings
Customer sales/service all ages 17+
CALL NOW 352-505-9105    1-7-11-71-14

What's black and white and read all over??
The Independent Florida Alligator
Be part of the sales team of the

largest college newspaper in the country
by applying to be a

PAID SALES REP
If you are enrolled as a UF or SFC student

available to work 15-20 hours a week
this spring, and are eager to gain

valuable sales experience,
stop by the Alligator,

1105 W. University Avenue,
to fill out an application and

class schedule or email resume to
advertising@alligator.org.

We will contact you for an interview
opportunity to get your career jump started!

EEO/AA

BARTENDING

$300 A DAY POTENTIAL
No experience necessary, training provided.
800-965-6520 ext 138            4-24-13-72-14

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    4-24-13-
72-14

$STUDENTS GET CASH ON THE SPOT$
For gently used clothing/accessories & fur-
niture. No appt.necessary! - Sandy’s Savvy 
Chic Resale Boutique 4148 NW 13th St. 
372-1226 sandysresale.com    1-7-11-71-14

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed. Gainesville. 
100% FREE to join. Click on Surveys    1-7-
11-70-14

DOMINOS HIRING
delivery drivers & assistant managers. 
Drivers earn between $14-$17 per hour. 
Apply at gatordominos.com    1-7-11-45-14

STAY IN GAINESVILLE
Full time career positions available

●ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
●CUSTOMER SERVICE
●PERSONAL COUNSELORS
●AVIATION SALES CONSULTANT
●SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS
●NETWORK ASSISTANT

Please apply online at
www.gleim.com/employment  1-7-13-28-14

10 year old internet and mobile app com-
pany looking for the perfect intern/part-time 
person to work behind the scenes and learn 
from some of the best. Must know PHP, CSS, 
and have Mobile App Development experi-
ence. Email resume to: team@west20th.com     
1-11-12-14-14

NANNIES needed asap: ages 4 & 9
M-F 12-5 / 20+hrs/ $11/hr
also: MWF 10yrold; 11:30 to 5pm;
email resume, pix & schedule to
info@noahsarknanny.com    12-5-12-8-14

NANNY needed JAN 2: 3 mon twins
T-F 12:30 - 6; $12/hr/25hrs/wk;
exp w/ twins + refs; bkkg ch+
email resume, pix & schedule to
info@noahsarknanny.com    12-5-12-8-14

NEED NANNY PT:  min 2 wks/mon
for 40hrs/wk / M-F days; @ $12/hr;
4+yrs & 2yrs; exp; good refs; bkkg ch;
Noah's Ark Nanny e-mail resume, pix, &
schedule to  info@noahsarknanny.com    12-
5-12-8-14

RGIS INVENTORY SPECIALISTS
Part-time hourly work
Flexible schedules
$8 an hour to start
Apply online at RGIS.COM     1-7-12-9-14
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1800GOTJUNK is hiring outgoing/fit gals/
guys for part time Service Team shifts.  
Student or recent graduate preferred. +21 
age req'd for insurance. $9 - $15/hr. Email 
cover letter & resume to clantax@gmail.com    
1-7-12-7-14

SMOKERS needed to participate in UF study 
assessing effects of various activities on 
cravings and smoking. $$$ PROVIDED. Call 
336-406-3706 or email uflsmokelab@gmail.
com for more info.    1-8-8-14

Opus Coffee
We are searching for fun and active students 
to work 12 to 30 hours per week at a fast-
paced coffee bar. 
Starting pay is $7.75/hour + tips. 
Applications downloaded at
www.opuscoffee.com. 
Click on the Employment Tab.    1-7-7-14

Small medical practice seeks reliable, friend-
ly, independently motivated person for front 
ofc. Duties: phones, verify insurance, obtain 
authorizations & documentation, financial 
counseling.Other activities as needed. PC 
skills req'd and previous experience in a 
medical office preferred. JobOp2013@gmail.
com    12-4-12-5-14

Now Hiring. SweetBerries Eatery 505 NW 
13th St, Gville. Counter serv/food prep. Must 
be 16. Application at sweetberries.com; send 
to jane@sweetberries.com.   12-5-12-5-14

LEASING AGENT PT
Friendly, energetic person. Exp. Preferred.

Hourly & bonus. Great benefit pkg.
Must be avail. weekends. Apply in person
Spyglass Apts. 701 SW 62nd Blvd.  DFWP

4-24-13-72-14

Building consult. firm seeking
administrative/marketing assist.
FT, M-F, 8-5, $8-10 per hour
based on exp. Email resume to 
officemanager@usbcinc.com.    12-5-12-3-
14

SLEEP CENTER SUPERSTORES is hiring
PART/FULL time, for SALES & DELIVERY.
Applicants must have clean driving record,
be friendly, some customer service experi-
ence is preferred but not required and be

self motivated. Apply in person only,
www.GainesvilleSleepcenter.com

1-10-13-7-14

Downtown church seeking part-time Office 
Assistant M-F and some Sundays. Primary 
responsibilities include assisting in the prep-
aration and publication of our weekly worship 
guide and monthly newsletter, ordering sup-
plies, and other tasks. Extensive computer 
experience in Microsoft Office, especially 
Word and Publisher, and knowledge of of-
fice machinery required. Fax resume to 352 
378-5713 or email to business@1stpc.org   
12-5-12-3-14

Gainesville Health & Fitness is currently 
accepting applications for 10 interns for the 

spring 2013 semester!

Gain valuable experience for your future. 
Full and part-time positions available.

Do you want to be better in six months than 
you are today? Join the GHF family!

Apply at 4820 Newberry Road:

Mondays, noon-5pm
Tuesdays, 2-6pm

*Positions are limited,
don't hesitate to apply.

12-5-12-2-14

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiOnline.com
Private Experienced Affordable    12-5-71 
15

Horse boarding, $375/mo. From GV/UF 10 
minutes. Dressage, stadium, x-country, day-
time stall, nighttime turnout. Rider housing 
available. Barn Family Program to mitigate 
board and rent. Lessons, schooling op-
portunities. For further information, contact 
Dibbie at Gator Slide Farm, 352-466-3538 or 
gtrslfrm@aol.com. Visitors always welcome.    
1-31-12-51-15

MATH/PHYSICS TUTOR.
PhD in Mathematical Physics.
algebra, pre-calculus, calculus, general physics.     
$20/hr. Email Andrew tutelar@instruction.com   
12-5-11-15

 

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

12-15-71-16

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

Rocky Creek Paintball
In Gainesville ● Better Prices

Better Fields ● Better Call 371-2092
12-5-12-71-21

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad 
in the classifieds to find trip arrangements 
or show off your bus and shuttle service. 
373-FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

CPR BLS ACLS COURSES Best rates in 
town.American Heart Assoc. Certs issued on 
site.We work with your schedule.One on one 
or groups.Training Gators for over 15yrs!!Call 
today(352)494-4217 or (800)319-5708   1-7-
12-23-16

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
4-24-71-18

Want to make a connection?
Place your ad here to look for someone to 
share a common interest with or for your true 
love 

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

IMPORT AUTO REPAIR. BMW, Mercedes, 
Porsche, Volvo, VW, Honda, Toyota, Nissan, 
Mazda. Quality craftsmanship, reasonable 
prices, near UF, AAA approved 378-7830 
www.carrsmith.com   4-24-72-15

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  4-24-13-72-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
12-15-71-15

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 
www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.
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 Joker Phillips has been hired as 

Florida’s wide receivers coach and 
recruiting coordinator, the school 
announced on Monday. Phillips will 
begin recruiting on Friday. 

  Phillips was fi red from his head 
coaching position at Kentucky last 
month after posting a 13-24 record in 
three seasons. Phillips coached wide 
receivers for 18 years between Ken-
tucky, Cincinnati, Minnesota, Notre 
Dame and South Carolina before 
taking the head coaching job at UK. 

  “His background as a head 
coach and the number of years he 
has coached wide receivers will be 
a tremendous asset to our coaching 
staff and players,” UF coach Will 
Muschamp said. “Joker is obviously 
very familiar with the Southeastern 
Conference and has always done a 
great job in recruiting.”

  Graduate assistant Bush Hamdan 
served as the Gators’ wide receivers 
coach this season after Aubrey Hill 
resigned in August. 

  Florida’s wideouts struggled in 
2012, amassing 58 catches for 618 
yards and 7 touchdowns as a group. 

Nationally, 133 receivers racked up 
more than 618 yards. 

  Quinton Dunbar led Florida 
with 306 receiving yards, tied for 
No. 395 nationally. Dunbar and 
Frankie Hammond Jr. were the only 
UF wideouts to tally more than two 
catches or 17 yards. 

Bridgewater to test UF: Teddy 
Bridgewater played Louisville’s 
biggest game of the year in terrible 
physical shape. But he overcame 
his limitations to help the Cardinals 
earn the Big East title and a spot in 
the Sugar Bowl against the No. 4 
Gators on Jan 2.

  The 6-foot-3, 218-pound sopho-
more quarterback came off the 
bench with his team trailing 14-3 
and threw two touchdown passes 
in a 20-17 conference title-clinching 
win against Rutgers on Thursday. 
He did so after suffering an injured 
left ankle and fractured non-throw-
ing wrist just fi ve days earlier in a 
triple-overtime loss to Connecticut.

  “I was just ready, and I just had 
that feeling deep down inside,” 
Bridgewater told The Courier-

Senior forward Erik Murphy’s 
injury could force UF to again 
shuffl e the lineup against 
Florida State on Wednesday. 
See story, page 14.

Seven Gators earn All-Southeastern Conference honors
Kyle Christy, Matt Elam, Sharrif Floyd, Mike Gillislee, Jordan Reed, and 
Caleb Sturgis were named to the Associated Press All-SEC fi rst team. 
Marcus Roberson made the second team.

Frazier II recognized
Guard Michael Frazier II was named SEC Freshman 
of the Week after leading Florida with 17 points in an 
82-49 win against Marquette on Thursday.

AP Photo

Fired Kentucky coach Joker Phillips, top, is carried off the fi eld after UK’s 34-3 win against Samford 
on Nov. 17 in Lexington, Ky. Phillips was hired on Monday to coach Florida’s wide receivers. 

Former Kentucky coach hired to lead Florida receivers 

FIRE JOE MORGAN

  You don’t need an on-
air rant by ESPN ana-
lyst Kirk Herbstreit to 

know that Sunday night’s BCS 
Selection Show was a com-
plete joke.

  Seven of the top 15 teams in 
the BCS standings did not earn 
bids to play in BCS bowls.

  Perhaps the most egre-
gious crime in the whole pro-
cess was the snubbing of the 
four Southeastern Conference 
teams ranked between sev-
enth and 10th: Georgia, LSU, 
Texas A&M and South Caro-
lina. UGA has 11 wins, and 
the other three have 10 victo-
ries each.

  Instead, fi ve-loss Wiscon-
sin, Louisville and Northern 
Illinois — NORTHERN IL-
LINOIS! — will play in three 
of the most prestigious bowl 
games.

  You could even argue that 
Florida State is less deserving 
of a BCS appearance than the 
SEC’s two-loss foursome. The 
Seminoles have defeated only 
two teams with seven or more 

victories this season. Talk 
about a weak resume.

  Aside from only choosing 
two teams to play for the na-
tional championship, the main 
issue here is that conference 
championships have made a 
mockery of college football.

  Granted, winning your 
league is hard. But when 
teams like 6-6 Georgia Tech 
and 7-5 Wisconsin are on the 
cusp of winning a conference 
championship, something is 
wrong.

  Alabama won the nation-
al title last season without 
even participating in the SEC 
Championship Game. Do 
league titles mean anything 
nowadays?

  The Fighting Irish are play-
ing for the crystal football, and 
they don’t even play in a con-
ference. Meanwhile, 16 teams 
that were not the champion of 
a big six conference this year 
rank ahead of Louisville in the 
BCS.

  Wisconsin is unranked.
  The powers that be think a 

plus-one system — set to be-
gin in 2014 — is going to fi x 
everything. That’s laughable.

  Then again, my proposed 
plan may also seem silly. In 
fact, it’s probably just one of 
thousands that will be swept 
under the rug and forgotten. 
But here goes nothing.

  First, regardless of my 
opinion of conferences other 
than the SEC, simply dis-
counting the leagues’ cham-
pionships will never fl y. The 
conference commissioners are 
the decision makers here, and 
sticking a giant middle fi nger 
in the face of the Big East and 
the ACC is just not plausible.

  That’s why I propose a 12-
team postseason tournament 
featuring the six BCS confer-

BCS sham in need of playoff 
  ADAM PINCUS
 Alligator Staff Writer

   
 When Florida takes on Louisville 

29 days from now, Will Muschamp 
will see a familiar face on the opposite 
sideline — former Gators defensive co-
ordinator Charlie Strong.

  The third-year coach has turned a 
Cardinals team that was 7-6 just a year 
ago into Big East champions. Louis-
ville will be making its second BCS 
bowl appearance.

  Strong directed UF’s defense for 
seven seasons from 2003-09, winning 
national championships in 2006 and 
2008. 

  His defense fi nished in the top 
10 four times. Strong had three other 
stints with the Gators dating back to 
1983 as a graduate assistant, lineback-
ers coach and defensive line coach.

  Strong acted as interim coach dur-
ing a 27-10 loss against Miami in the 
Peach Bowl on Dec. 31, 2004, after UF 
fi red Ron Zook.

  Strong is featured alongside the 
other 22 head coaches in UF’s history 
on a plaque near the North End Zone 

in The Swamp. 
   “I spent so many years there, and I 

just think back; it seems like yesterday 
we were in the Sugar Bowl playing 
Cincinnati,” Strong said.

  The Gators defeated the Bearcats 
51-24 in 2009 during UF’s most recent 
Sugar Bowl appearance. While Tim 
Tebow accounted for four touchdowns 
in his fi nal collegiate game, Strong’s 
defense held the fourth-ranked Cin-
cinnati offense to its lowest scoring 
output of the season.

  Strong coached Gators linebackers 
Jon Bostic and Lerentee McCray dur-
ing his tenure at UF. 

  Strong couldn’t quantify how 
many current Gators he recognizes. 
Thirty players remain from his time in 
Gainesville. Bostic and McCray occa-
sionally give Strong a congratulatory 
phone call.

  During his time as a defensive co-
ordinator at LSU and Auburn, Mus-
champ got to know Strong. Muschamp 
admired the job Strong did at Florida, 
and Strong praised the resurrection in 
The Swamp this season.

 UL coach has UF ties

SEE FIRE JOE, PAGE 16

SEE STRONG, PAGE 16

Joe Morgan
twitter: @joe_morgan

SEE NOTES, PAGE 16



KATIE AGOSTIN
Alligator Staff Writer

 
Coach Billy Donovan may have 

to once again test out a new starting 
lineup.

Forward Erik Murphy is deal-
ing with a hip pointer and has not 
practiced since facing Marquette on 
Thursday, Donovan said on Mon-
day. Murphy’s status for Wednes-
day’s game against Florida State 
remains unclear. 

“I don’t know what is going to 
happen to the starting lineup right 
now,” Donovan said. “I would say 
Erik, based on what he is able to do 
now … may have something to do 
with the starting lineups.”

Murphy missed practice on Nov. 
12 because of a migraine. Still, he 
started against Wisconsin two days 
later and posted 24 points and eight 
rebounds in UF’s 74-56 win.

Murphy’s injury gives Patric 
Young a chance to move back into 
the starting lineup after coming off 
the bench in Florida’s 82-49 win 
against Marquette on Thursday. 

Young was held out of the lineup 
for the first time since Feb. 2 after 
displaying a poor attitude during 
Wednesday’s practice. 

Scottie Wilbekin made his first 
start of the year on Thursday. Young 
recorded 10 points, 10 rebounds and 
three blocks off the bench.

Donovan said the Young is tak-
ing his punishment in stride and 
showing improvements in practice.

“Patric has responded really well, 
and I am happy with the way he’s re-
sponded not only in the game, (but) 
he’s responded really well in prac-
tice,” Donovan said. “That’s what he 
needs to do. He practiced very well 
yesterday and affected our team in a 
really positive way.”

If Murphy misses Wednesday’s 
game, the Gators will have to play a 
man down for the third time. Florida 
played its first three games without 
Wilbekin because of a suspension. 
Casey Prather missed the season’s 
first four games due to multiple con-
cussions suffered during preseason 
practices.

After enduring multiple lineup 
changes, Florida believes it can han-

dle another one. 
“What has been great about our 

team so far this year is we’ve played 
with guys out,” Mike Rosario said. 
“I feel like everyone is prepared. We 

were without a couple guys during 
the season already, so I feel like we 
know already how to do it.”

Contact Katie Agostin at kagostin@
alligator.org.

Forward could miss game vs. FSU
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Alex Catalano / Alligator Staff

Forward Erik Murphy (33) shoots during Florida’s 58-40 win 
against Savannah State on Nov. 20 in the O’Connell Center. 

PHILLIP HEILMAN
Alligator Writer 

 
When the Gators depart-

ed Gainesville en route to 
Michigan on Friday, fresh-
man Sydney Moss was not 
with the team.

Instead, she was with her 
family in Kentucky, mourn-
ing the passing of her grand-
father, Frank Offutt. 

Offutt, 73, passed away 
Wednesday following com-
plications from surgery to 
treat Pure Autonomic Fail-
ure. 

For Moss, the loss was es-
pecially painful. 

Sydney is the daughter of 
San Francisco 49ers receiver 
Randy Moss, who began 
playing in the NFL in 1998. 
Offutt became the father fig-
ure in Sydney’s life during 
Randy’s absence. 

“He’s been a huge influ-
ence,” Sydney said of Offutt 
earlier this season. “He al-
ways told me I could make 
it.”

Moss reached Michigan in 
time to play in Florida’s 59-
53 loss on Saturday. 

She arrived early Satur-
day morning and was driven 
directly to UF’s pregame 
shootaround. 

Moss made 5 of 15 shots, 
scoring 11 points and pull-
ing down five rebounds in 25 
minutes on the floor. Coach 
Amanda Butler was proud 
of the way Moss played 
through grief.  

“We knew that [Moss] 

wasn’t going to play as 
much, but when I talked to 
her right before the game, 
it was just give us whatever 
she had,” Butler said. “If she 
didn’t have anything, that 
was okay. We all understood 
that.” 

Moss returned to Ken-
tucky following the game. 
She missed practice Monday 
but is expected back tonight 

when Flori-
da (5-3) fac-
es Troy (1-
5) at 7 in the 
O ’ C o n n e l l 
Center. 

M o s s 
credits Of-
futt with 

providing the support that 
helped launch her basketball 
career. “Papa,” as she affec-
tionately refers to him, was 
the first person to encourage 
her to pick up a basketball.  

“When I got older, like 
eighth grade, he was the 
one that told me I could go 
somewhere with this basket-
ball career,” Moss said. “My 
whole AAU season, he was 
there. He would travel with 
me anywhere.” 

When Moss returns to 
the team, her second family 
will be ready to help ease the 
pain, redshirt freshman Car-
lie Needles said. 

“We knew how close 
[Moss] was to her grandpa, 
and every game we play she 
is going to be playing for her 
grandpa,” Needles said. “We 
are going to help her.”

Freshman coping with 
father figure’s death

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Moss



CHARLES KINGSBURY
Alligator Writer

 
Before every round and every 

practice, T.J. Vogel takes a Sharpie 
pen to his Titleist golf ball and marks 
four letters that signify his mother’s 
enduring message. 

“Remember who you are.”
The words keep him motivated, 

hungry. He has promised himself he 
will never abandon his game again.

In the spring of 2011 at USC, a 
few bad shots turned into a few bad 
rounds, influencing Vogel’s swing. 
His confidence dwindled. His sup-
port system was a six-hour plane 
ride away in Cooper City — 2,713 
miles east of California. Vogel hit 
rock bottom in his play, and the lack 
of support from his coaching staff 
put his game in the gutter. 

He was not the player so many 
were accustomed to seeing. 

Vogel is as thin as a nine iron but 
as competitive as Rory McIlroy. His 
love of competition fueled a success-
ful high school career during which 
he was named the 2007 and 2008 
South Florida Sun-Sentinel Boys’ 
Golfer of the Year. In his senior sea-
son, Vogel led Plantation American 
Heritage to the Florida Class 1A 
Tournament after winning the in-

dividual district and regional titles.   
He earned a scholarship to USC.

As a freshman he led the Tro-
jans with a 72.1 stroke average and 
posted six straight top-25 finishes. 
He was a freshman All-American in 
2009-10.

“I felt really good about where 
things were,” Vogel said.

He continued strong during his 
sophomore year. He finished first 
on the team in stroke average. 

Two months later, Vogel was set 
to pick up where he left off. 

He still had not won a tourna-
ment, but he was on the cusp. He 
led USC at one of the nation’s most 
competitive venues, the U.S. Colle-
giate Championship in Alpharetta, 
Ga., placing second overall in a field 
of 78. 

The rest of the year seemed set 
up for Vogel. 

However, Vogel struggled dur-
ing the spring. His stat line was a 
punching bag for criticism.

“I was still playing well and … I 
don’t know, something happened,” 
Vogel said. “I started to play bad. I 
came back and kind of lost a little bit 
of confidence for some reason and 
lost my game.” 

In Vogel’s first three tourna-

ments, he finished in the red just 
once. He then carded a 1-under 215 
at the Amer Ari Invitational. He fol-
lowed with a 57th-place finish at 
the USC Collegiate Invitational al-
most a month later. By April, Vogel 
couldn’t finish in the top three of his 
own team, let alone the field.

Suddenly, much more than a 
lack of confidence stood in the way 
of Vogel getting back to the top. 
His coach was eager to change his 
swing.

“He didn’t touch me when I was 
playing well,” Vogel said. “But what 
coach is going to touch you when 
you’re playing at your best?”

Chris Zambri, a former USC All-
Pac-10 player, was considered one 
of the nation’s better swing coaches. 
Zambri was a six-year Nationwide 
Tour veteran. His experience led 
Vogel to believe he could help him 
reach the next level in his career.  

Instead, Zambri started digging 
at Vogel’s mechanics, trying to fig-
ure out why his game fell apart. 

“As soon as I started to not play 
at my best, he tried to change my 
swing,” Vogel said. “He tried to 
make me cut the ball when I’m a 
natural drawer.”

Vogel was comfortable hitting 

draws, and his controlled shot that 
moves right to left had been success-
ful before. 

But Zambri wanted Vogel to cut 
the ball — the opposite of his cus-
tomary stroke. The change did not 
lead to an improvement. 

In seven tournament appearanc-
es from February to June, Vogel’s 
highest finish was 33rd overall. He 
finished 38th, 57th, 45th, 33rd, 33rd 
and 39th in his next six events.

He closed the year with a 113th-
place finish in the NCAA Champi-
onships at Karsten Creek. He fell to 
139th in the nation by season’s end.

“Going through all these prob-
lems and you’re 3,000 miles away 
from home, it’s tough,” Vogel said. 
“Talking over the phone with my 
parents could only do so much.”

With his game suffering a set-
back, he needed out. 

“I didn’t want to transfer initially 
because I was really close with the 
team,” Vogel said. “I felt like I was 
quitting.”

Still, Vogel requested his release 
from USC in the summer of 2011. 

Vogel said he transferred to Flor-
ida to be closer to his family, who 
lives in Cooper City, and because of 
his relationship with coach Buddy 
Alexander. 

“We recruited T.J., and some-
times when you recruit a young 
man, you just grow very fond of 
him as an individual,” Alexander 
said.  “He was a genuine kid.” 

Before arriving on campus, Vo-
gel had a handful of long talks with 
his parents. He wanted to change. 

“I didn’t battle adversity well out 
in Los Angeles,” Vogel said. “I made 
a promise to myself when I got here 
that I was going to do everything I 
could to be the best I could be.”

He started by regaining his con-
fidence. Vogel’s biggest cheerleader 
— his mother, Jamie — told him not 
to lose sight of his ability. He had to 
believe in it again.

And so he did.
In his junior season, Vogel 

notched victories at the Charleston 
Shootout in Hollywood, S.C., and 
the SeaBest Invitational in Ponte 

Vedra. He led UF in stroke average 
(71.3) and helped the Gators to three 
tournament wins. He was also se-
lected to the All-SEC first team and 
PING All-Southeast region. 

Coach Alexander’s morale 
boosts and positive reinforcement 
gave Vogel the edge he needed to 
consistently play at a high level. 

“He’s always reminding me 
how good I am,” Vogel said. “With 
Buddy, it’s always positive and he’s 
always lifting me up.”

“You need a coach who is there 
to support you when things are go-
ing rough, and that’s the biggest 
difference between Buddy and the 
other coaching staff.”

Vogel has thrived since joining 
Florida. His success has led to rec-
ognition when he walks in to local 
restaurants. 

“Nobody cares about golf in 
Southern Cal,” Vogel said. “Not 
too many people are even involved 
with the school.”

“Here, people know me. I’ll walk 
into a restaurant and people will be 
like ‘Hey, you are T.J.’ And I’m like 
… ‘Yeah?’”

The recognition is deserved. In 
his final season at UF, Vogel has 
recorded four top-10 finishes this 
fall and leads UF in stroke average. 
His 71.3 scoring average his junior 
season ranks eighth best in the pro-
gram’s history. His body of work 
speaks for itself and says volumes 
about his potential. 

“[Vogel] has a great desire to be a 
good golfer,” Alexander said, “and 
he certainly has the talent and skill 
level to play professional golf at the 
highest level for a long, long time.”

Jack Nicklaus said confidence 
was the most important factor in 
golf. No matter how great a player’s 
natural talent, there is only one way 
to obtain and sustain success: work.

Vogel has done just that. His 
toughness and aptitude have shined 
since he transferred to Florida one 
summer ago. And when his confi-
dence momentarily dips, he reflects 
on what his mother has always told 
him.

“Remember who you are.”
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Out of the Rough
Year

Stroke 
Average

Rank on 
Team

Top-10 
Finishes

National 
Rank

34 139 9 12

3 2 9 4

1 4 11

72.1 73.4 71.3 72.3

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13Confidence key to senior transfer’s success

Courtesy to the Alligator / UF Communications

Senior T.J. Vogel suffered through a poor sophomore season before transferring to Florida from USC and 
returning to form. Vogel credits his team-leading stroke average to the support of his parents and coaches.

Katie Agostin & Aubrey Stolzenberg  / Alligator Staff



ence champions and six at-large schools. At-
large bids will be determined by BCS rank-
ing.

Conferences other than the SEC, the Pac-
12, the Big 12, the Big Ten, the ACC and the 
Big East don’t matter. The Boise States of the 
world can fight for at-large spots.

Independents can either join a conference 
or fight for at-large spots. Notre Dame isn’t 
special.

The four highest-ranked conference cham-
pions would earn first-round byes.

The two worst conference champions — 
Louisville and Wisconsin this year — would 
enter an eight-team pool with the six at-large 
squads. Those teams would then be seeded 
based on BCS rank. Conference champions 
would automatically host, while the higher 
ranked at-large team would host the other 
two games. As in any other tournament, No. 1 
plays No. 8, No. 2 plays No. 7, No. 3 plays No. 
6, and No. 4 plays No. 5. 

Once the field is narrowed to eight, the 
traditional bowl games come into play. The 
quarterfinal and semifinal games would be 
rotated among the Cotton Bowl, the Capital 
One Bowl, the Sugar Bowl, the Orange Bowl, 
the Rose Bowl and the Fiesta Bowl, with one 
of the six also playing host to the BCS Nation-
al Championship Game.

My proposed playoff system strengthens 
and legitimizes conference championships 
(the format would likely spur Notre Dame to 
adopt full ACC membership), creates an ex-
citing postseason resembling that of the NFL 
and, most importantly, gives multiple national 
championship contenders a fair shot at claim-
ing the ultimate prize.

No teams would play more than 17 games 
in a single season. The NFL maximum is 20.

After years of snubs and rip-offs, my pro-
posed playoff format offers a solution. Wheth-
er you love or hate my idea, it is far preferable 
to what we have now. 

Contact Joe Morgan at joemorgan@alligator.
org.
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JOE, from page 13 Rumors link coach to opening at Auburn
“Coach Will has done an outstanding job,” Strong said. “He’s 

a really good friend of mine. I know when he took over that pro-
gram, I told him if there was anything I could do, I would be 
more than willing to help, even though I was moving on to Lou-
isville.”

Reports surfaced last week linking Strong to the head coach-
ing vacancy at Auburn. Strong denied rumors that alleged he had 
been interviewed. 

The various head coaching rumors started back when Strong 
coached at Florida. He’s tired of talking about them.

“I’m never going to deal in rumors,” Strong said. “People can 

say whatever they want about me. They’ve always said it, but if I 
didn’t say it, I’m not going to deal with it.”

Strong would rather not face Florida because of his ties to the 
school. He relished his time in Gainesville. 

“You just look at a program that’s been consistent year-in 
and year-out and they are going to compete on a national level,” 
Strong said. “It’s a program of excellence, and I really enjoyed my 
time there and there are so many memories there.”

Contact Adam Pincus at apincus@alligator.org.

STRONG, from page 13

“I’m never going to deal in rumors.”
Charlie Strong

Louisville coach

Louisville quarterback shines despite injury
Journal on Thursday. “If we were scoring 
points, I wouldn’t play at all.”

Bridgewater added that he was playing 
at just 70 percent.

Now, Bridgewater will have a chance to 
get healthy before the Cardinals make their 
first BCS bowl appearance since 2007.

Louisville coach Charlie Strong said the 
Cardinals’ training staff has done an “un-
believable job” with Bridgewater, and that 
the quarterback should be healthy by the 
bowl game. 

Although Bridgewater was effective 
against the Scarlet Knights, Strong said the 
Miami native will not rush back to action 
at the start of bowl practice. 

“We’ve got to be 
smart on how we 
handle it,” Strong 
said. “He’ll need 

rest, and how much rest? It will depend on 
just our medical staff.”

This season, Bridgewater has complet-
ed 69 percent of his passes for 3,452 yards 
and 25 touchdowns against just seven in-
terceptions. He ranks eighth in the coun-

try with 8.9 yards per attempt and a 161.6 
quarterback rating. 

Florida coach Will Muschamp said 
Bridgewater’s accomplishments have 
been key for Louisville.

“That was a gutsy performance there 
the other night against Rutgers,” Mus-
champ said. “I didn’t see the whole game, 
but I saw parts of it.  Again, a guy that I 
know was very talented coming out of 
Miami, and certainly has done a fantastic 
job.”

Contact Greg Luca at gluca@alligator.org 
and Josh Jurnovoy at jjurnovoy@alligator.org.

NOTES, from page 13

Jackie Joiner & Joe Morgan / Alligator Staff

Joe Morgan’s Playoff Format 2012(9) LSU

(8) Georgia

(5) Notre 
Dame

(12) Wisconsin

____________

(1) Alabama

____________

(4) FSU

Winner of 
Capital One 

Bowl

Winner of 
Cotton Bowl

Winner of 
Sugar Bowl

(6) Florida

(11) Louisville

(10) Texas 
A&M

(7) Oregon

____________

(3) Stanford

____________

(2) Kansas StateWinner of 
Fiesta Bowl

Winner of Rose 
Bowl

Winner 
of Orange 

Bowl
ORANGE 

BOWL
SUGAR 
BOWL

Fiesta Bowl

COTTON BOWL
Rose Bowl

CAPITAL ONE 
BOWL

UF Football


	allit1204tab001
	allit1204tab002
	allit1204tab003
	allit1204tab004
	allit1204tab005
	allit1204tab006
	allit1204tab007
	allit1204tab008
	allit1204tab009
	allit1204tab010
	allit1204tab011
	allit1204tab012
	allit1204tab013
	allit1204tab014
	allit1204tab015
	allit1204tab016

