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Students trash holiday gifts for eco-friendly crafting event
The UF Offi ce of Sustainability hosted the event, pg 3.  
Gainesville Twinkie supply runs low
The Butler Plaza Publix Super Market sold its last Twinkies, pg 8. 

Dear Readers,
For nearly three years, the Alligator has been work-

ing with UF toward a compromise on its signature or-
ange news racks. As of Friday, the Alligator’s Board of Directors 
made a signifi cant step toward resolving the dispute.

In December 2009, UF’s Board of Trustees passed a rule pro-
hibiting distribution of all publications on campus unless ap-
proved by UF’s vice president for business affairs. The Alligator 
was not consulted about the change, and although the proposal 
was published, UF made no effort to reach out to the newspa-
per.

At about the same time, a plan was drafted to remove all pri-
vately owned distribution racks from campus and replace them 
with university-owned modular racks.

Since then, the Alligator has fought to keep its orange racks, 
and by extension, its ability to reach the Student Body.

On Aug. 8, facing an Aug. 15 deadline to remove 24 of its 
racks from campus, the Alligator fi led a lawsuit asking the fed-
eral court in Gainesville to allow the racks to remain and to 
block UF’s regulation on the distribution of publications on First 
Amendment grounds.

On Friday, the Alligator’s Board of Directors voted to recom-
mend a settlement to UF the board believes will be an accept-
able compromise for both the university and the newspaper.

Under the terms of the settlement, the Alligator would re-
move 24 of its news racks in areas of UF’s campus where UF has 
placed its modular black racks. All other orange Alligator racks 
would be licensed and allowed to remain on campus.

Point guard returns to rotation:
Junior Scottie Wilbekin returned to action 
in  Sunday’s win after serving a three-game 
suspension for undisclosed reasons, pg. 16. 

Quarterback Jeff 
Driskel has been 

cleared to play after 
missing Saturday’s 

game with a sprained 
right ankle. Read the 

story on page 13. 
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Fight For Fruit
Julio Mora, a 22-year-old architecture junior, hoists a banner that reads, “Expand Support Ethics: 
Florida Farm Workers,” at a protest by the Interfaith Alliance for Immigrant Justice group at the 
Publix on 34th Street and University Avenue on Monday night. Read the story on page 5. 

HURRICANE SANDY

KATHRYN VARN
Alligator Writer

Michelle Albert visited New 
York City for the fi rst time last 
weekend. Like most tourists, she 
got lost on the subway and ate gi-
ant sandwiches, but she wasn’t just 
there to sightsee: She spent most of 
her time aiding Hurricane Sandy 
victims.

The 19-year-old public relations 

UF sophomore rode 17 hours on a 
bus with 39 other students and two 
staff members on a relief trip spon-
sored by UF Hillel in partnership 
with the Columbia/Barnard Hillel 
in New York. 

The group worked in Rockaway 
Beach in Queens.

The bus left Thursday after-
noon and arrived in New York on 
Friday, said UF Hillel staff mem-
ber Melissa Stern.

The area was “eerie,” she said. 
Houses were vacant, health offi -
cials were driving around to give 
people air fi lter masks and fi re 
trucks were in the middle of the 
streets, Stern said. 

Inside the houses, there were 
watermarks higher than Stern’s 
head. She is 5 feet 3 inches tall.

The group mostly tore down 
parts of houses, like drywall and 
decks, that were too water-dam-

aged to stay standing, she said. 
In the two days the UF Hillel 

group was there, a lot was accom-
plished.

“A lot of families said that we 
got so much done in one day that 
all of that would have taken them 
more than two weeks,” she said.

Stern spoke of a few fami-
lies who had sons who were all 
friends. 

The guys told all of the students 

that in a few months, when every-
thing’s better, they’d take them 
around Rockaway Beach and let 
them stay at their houses.

“They were offering anything 
they could to show their grati-
tude,” she said.

Stern said she never thought 
that she’d have the opportunity to 
staff a trip like this. UF Hillel re-

Hillel takes journey to help Hurricane Sandy victims

SEE HILLEL, PAGE 4

SEE LETTER, PAGE 4

know before you go
For those who plan to drive to see family and friends this Thanksgiving season, here are some resources that drivers can use to check the road conditions before leaving town.

Gainesville 
Smart Traffic

The City of Gainesville’s Smart Traffic site, 
gac-smartraffic.com, has resources for drivers to 

check whether there are accidents that are backing 
up traffic. Users can click on the cameras on the city 
map to check the current road conditions, includ-

ing along Interstate 75, as far south as Paynes 
Prairie Preserve State Park and as north 

as Millhopper Road.

Florida 
Highway Patrol

The Florida Highway Patrol offers a 
map of traffic accidents across the state that 

drivers can use to check road conditions. Users can 
go to flhsmv.gov/fhp/traffic to select the county they 
want to check. The site provides updated information 
about accidents such as whether the road is closed 

or blocked, where the accident happened and 
when it happened. 

Florida 511 
Traveler Information

The Florida 511 Traveler Information site 
provides drivers with information about accidents 

and construction. The site, fl511.com, feeds state-
wide information from cameras and state message 

boards about accidents, congestion, detours and 
other traffic problems.

Jackie Joiner and Meredith Rutland / Alligator Staff
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The Alligator strives to be 
accurate and clear in its  news 
reports and editorials. 
If you find an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
or email editor@alligator.org. 
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Donate to the OAS Toy Drive
The Office of Academic 
Support is currently sponsor-
ing a toy drive for the chil-
dren of the Boys & Girls Club 
of Alachua County. The toys 
will be distributed during the 
OAS Holiday Party hosted 
specifically for the Boys & 
Girls Club on Dec. 6. You may 
donate toys by Nov. 30 at any 
of the following locations, 
where collection boxes are 
available: Little Hall, Room 
311; Library West; Marston 
Library; La Casita; and the 
Institute of Black Culture. 
Please donate toys appropri-
ate for ages 5 to 16 and leave 
them unwrapped.

Protecting your Family: Estate 
Planning, Life Insurance, 
and Preparing for your 
Future
You wouldn’t think twice 
about spending an hour to 
plan your Thanksgiving 
menu, so why not take an hour 
and map out a better future 
for yourself and your family? 
To help you down that path, 
Adam Roark, of the Roark 
Law Firm, and Sam Julien, of 
New York Life Insurance Co., 
will be hosting two free and 
open discussions focusing 
on the importance of life in-
surance and estate planning 
for new parents and soon-to-
be parents on Nov. 28 at 11 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
to 8:15 p.m. at Gainesville 
CoWork, located at 3951 NW 
48th Terrace, Suite 201. Come 
learn about how wills, trusts, 
living wills, life insurance and 
some basic financial planning 
can reduce the burdens cre-
ated by the death or incapac-
ity of a loved one. Light re-
freshments will be provided, 
and a question-and-answer 
session will follow the talk.  
For more details, check out 
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / # ! /
events/372455969515488/.

Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject 
line to skinonen@alligator.
org. To ensure publication 
in the next day’s newspa-
per, please submit the event 
before 5 p.m. Please model 
your submissions after above 
events. Improperly format-
ted “What’s Happening” 
submissions may not appear 
in the paper. Press releases 
will not appear in the paper.

CORRECTIONS
An article in Thursday’s 
edition of the Alligator in-
correctly attributed a para-
phrased quote to Danielle 
Cotillo. Cotillo’s friend, 
Kaitlyn Kramer, said she was 
warned of West Nile Virus 
and other mosquito-borne 
illnesses when she studied 
abroad. Cotillo did not say 
that friends told her that they 
were warned of the disease 
while studying abroad.
Cotillo also wanted to make 
it clear that she was surprised 
that the disease was found 
in Alachua County, not the 
United States.
An article in Monday’s edi-
tion of the Alligator incor-
rectly stated that Palestinian 
rockets have killed at least 18 
people since Wednesday. In 
fact, three people have been 
killed so far in Israel, and 107 
Palestinians have been killed 
since the Israeli airstrikes be-
gan. 

12th Annual Latin American 
Film Festival
The George A. Smathers 
Libraries presents 
“Casualties of Neoliberalism 
in the Spanish-speaking 
World” on Nov. 28 and Nov. 
30 in the Latin American 
Collection on the fourth 
floor of Smathers Library. 
All films are in Spanish 
with English subtitles. For 
a complete listing of films, 
go to blogs.uflib.ufl.edu/
news/?p=1524.

Florida Trail Association hike 
to Lake Alto
The FTA, in conjunction 
with Alachua County 
Forever, is promoting a 
hiking opportunity to the 
county property at Lake 
Alto Conservation Area. 
This beautiful 254-acre area 
east of Waldo and west of 
Lake Santa Fe offers hiking, 
fishing and nature studies 
and has not yet had trails 
developed and opened to 
the public, so it is a rare 
privilege to visit the site. 
The hike will promote 
Alachua County’s lands 
preservation and manage-
ment program. It will be 
Dec. 1 starting at 9 a.m. and 
will last three to four hours. 
Land manager Susie Hetrick 
will be our guide with 
ecologist Rob Garren act-
ing as botanical consultant. 
Participants should contact 
Jacque Steer at steerski@
aol.com or Karen Garren at 
iluvfla@bellsouth.net to re-
serve a space and for more 
information.

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
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Employees of UF’s Offi ce of Sustainability make Christmas bows out of magazines on Monday 
at the Reitz Union. The Christmas decorations were created out of sustainable materials.

CAMPUS 

KATINA PROKOS
Alligator Contributing Writer

UF students may fi nd their best dec-
orations in the trash can this holiday 
season.

UF’s Offi ce of Sustainability showed 
fi ve students how to turn used materi-
als into holiday treasures while they 
sipped hot cocoa and ate cookies at the 
GIY: Green It Yourself Holiday Edition-
UpCycle Christmas Crafts event Mon-
day afternoon.

Students of all artistic skill levels 
made bows, wreaths, ornaments and 
gift bags out of old magazines and toi-
let paper rolls.

The offi ce provided the materials 
along with glitter, ribbon, glue, rubber 
bands and a stapler at four craft-mak-
ing stations in the Reitz Union to give 
students ideas for festive, inexpensive 
and environmentally friendly crafts.

“We fi gured with the holidays com-
ing up, it would be a good way for peo-
ple to save money by making their own 
Christmas decor and also help things 

from going into the trash,” said Nicole 
Galehouse, 25, sustainability and the 
built environment senior and intern 
with the Offi ce of Sustainability.

The third in the Green It Yourself 
series, the workshop was the Offi ce of 
Sustainability’s fi rst holiday event. 

In the two previous workshops, stu-
dents made green cleaning products 
and recycled paper planters.

The most popular craft was a gift 
bow made of long strips of magazine.

“I defi nitely have to go home and 
teach my mom this,” said Samantha 
Doucette, a 22-year-old journalism se-
nior.

Students trash holiday gifts for eco-friendly crafting event

“We fi gured with the holidays 
coming up, it would be a good 
way for people to save money 

by making their own Christmas 
decor and also help things from 

going into the trash.”
 Nicole Galehouse

Offi ce of Sustainability intern



ceived such a positive response from students that 
it hopes to sponsor other volunteer visits in the fu-
ture, she said.

For Albert, putting faces to the Hurricane Sandy 
damage had the most impact.

“They’re just resilient, and having that image in 
the back of my mind makes me grateful for all I 
have,” she said.

It also changed how Albert thinks about charity 
work.

“They don’t need our pity,” she said. “They 
need us to come alongside them and help them.”

On the second day, Albert said she and some 
friends were tearing out insulation with a man 

named Vincent and his wife. 
At the end of the day, to show gratitude for their 

help, Vincent went out and bought them the “best 
eggplant and chicken Parmesan sandwiches on the 
island,” she said.

“And we just sat on his porch for an hour and 
a half and ate and talked to him,” Albert said. “He 
felt so blessed and honored that these people from 
South Florida would come help him.”

Columbia/Barnard Hillel Executive Director 
Brian Cohen felt similarly.

“This is an unbelievable thing that the students 
did,” Cohen wrote in an email. 

“To come up here and spend so much time on 
the bus — to volunteer for two days — they really 
did help those in need.”

Contact Kathryn Varn at kvarn@alligator.org.

� THE UF CHEERLEADERS 
WERE GROUNDED ON FRIDAY. 

RACHEL CROSBY
Alligator Contributing Writer

The University Athletic Associa-
tion addressed Monday the market-
ing department’s decision to ban 
UF cheerleaders from tumbling and 
performing stunts at practices, events 
and games.

“We understand that the modern 
day culture of cheerleading encour-
ages acrobatic stunts, which require 
tremendous athletic skill,” said Steve 
McClain, UAA senior associate athlet-
ics director, in an emailed statement 
to the Alligator. “The reality, howev-
er, is that the danger associated with 
these types of stunts is simply not 
worth the risk to the cheerleaders or 
to the University of Florida.”

Jason Merslich, a 27-year-old for-
mer Gators cheerleader, former team 
coach and still-involved volunteer, 
said the cheerleaders’ frequent prac-
ticing makes it less risky.

According to the GatorZone cheer-
leading website, the teams practice 
two to three times a week to work on 
tumbling skills, stunting, pyramids 
and basket tosses.

“I’d like to see someone who’s not 
an athlete throw someone in the air 
above their head or be held in the air 
and stay steady on one leg,” Merslich 
said.

McClain reminded people in the 
email that cheerleading is not one of 
UF’s varsity competitive sports. In-
stead, he said, it is a “support group” 
intended to generate spirit at UF 

events.
The decision to effectively ground 

the UF cheerleaders “was not one 
that was made lightly,” McClain said 
in the email.

“Instead of waiting for a tragedy 
to occur,” McClain said in the email, 
“we are taking a proactive stance to 
protect the cheerleaders.”
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Brett Le Blanc / Alligator File Photo

Florida Cheerleaders perform during the Gators’ basketball game against 
Rider University at the Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena in 2011. 

LocAL

KELCEE GRIFFIS
Alligator Contributing Writer

An unidentified patron of Mars Pub and 
Arcade snuck out of the venue Friday night 
with a pair of unusual — and illegal — souve-
nirs: two stolen paintings.

Mars co-owner Allison Basker said the staff 
noticed the paintings were gone at about mid-
night. She said the paintings were priced at 
$25 each.

One of the paintings stolen off the walls be-
longed to 22-year-old artist Jessica Cook. 

“My initial reaction was, of course, anger 

but also confusion,” Cook said. “Who steals 
independent art?”

Basker said the artwork was taken some-
time during Friday’s five-band show that last-
ed until after midnight.

Earlier in the evening, she said, someone 
tried to take a painting, but staff and patrons 
thwarted the would-be thief.

Although an attendant was present in the 
gallery, she said, a bartender reported that 
someone tried to walk out with a painting, 
and a bystander stopped him.

Sometime later, the two pieces went miss-
ing.

“It’s a small town — a small scene,” she 
said. “We thought we’d figure it out pretty 
quickly.”

The missing paintings hung with about 
eight other canvases on the black walls of the 
foyer. The room has doubled as an art gallery 
and conduit between the bar and arcade since 
Mars reopened last month.

Basker said she’s ruled out the possibility 
of the thief walking out the front door. She said 
whoever snuck out with the hot items must 
have used a back door — possibly the door to 
the right of the stage where bands were load-
ing and unloading gear — and must have been 

familiar with the building.
“We’re pretty sure the person who did it 

hangs out here a lot,” she said.
Local artist Kat Van Riet’s painting, titled 

“Videre Verum,” was also taken. 
Riet posted a notice about the stolen paint-

ing on Reddit, asking for help in tracking it 
down.

Cook said she learned her painting had 
been stolen when she read an alert post Sun-
day morning about the theft on Mars’ Face-
book page.

Read the rest of this story at alligator.org.

Artists baffled by theft of two paintings at Mars Pub and Arcade

BENJAMIN S. BRASCH
Alligator Staff Writer

Police confronted a sus-
pect at gunpoint after a call 
that he was pointing a sil-
ver pellet gun at cars.

Michael Petersen, 62, 
was arrested on charges of 
attempted aggravated bat-
tery and evidencing preju-
dice while committing an 
offense Sunday afternoon.

At 2:14 p.m., Petersen 
pointed his pellet gun 
at James Breedon, of 
Gainesville, as he drove 
west on Southwest 16th Av-
enue, according to a GPD 
arrest report.

Gainesville Police went 
to the bus stop at 716 SW 
16th Ave. and found Peter-
son with what looked like a 
handgun.

The three officers or-
dered Petersen repeatedly 
to drop what they thought 
was his handgun. Once 
they detained him, they re-

alized the gun was a pellet 
gun.

Petersen said he had 
been pointing the pellet gun 
at cars “because he thought 
it was funny,” according to 
an email from GPD spokes-
man Ben Tobias.

Peters-
en said he 
had the 
pellet gun 
b e c a u s e 
he was go-
ing to go 
to the Bo 
D i d d l e y 
C o m m u -

nity Plaza and point it “at 
the black people so they 
don’t f--k with me,” accord-
ing to the report.

He said he was con-
vinced the “black people” 
on the plaza would respect 
him after he scared them.

Petersen is being held on 
a $10,000 bond.

Contact Benjamin S. Bra-
sch at bbrasch@alligator.org.

Man arrested for 
wielding pellet gun

UAA stands by decision to ban tumbling

hiLLeL, from page 1

Residents appreciated all of the help

The meeting is on Dec. 7

The settlement will be pre-
sented to UF’s Board of Trustees 
for consideration at its Dec. 7 
meeting. If accepted, the settle-
ment would go into effect imme-
diately, and the Alligator would 
file a voluntary dismissal of the 
lawsuit by Dec. 10.

The Alligator’s attorney, Tom 
Julin, has also proposed revisions 
to UF’s rule on distribution of 
publications to ensure that UF 
will not use the modular racks 
to censor the Alligator or prevent 
access to the paper.

We, the editors of the Alliga-
tor, feel the settlement is a fair 
and just compromise. After three 
years of struggling with this is-
sue, we are hopeful that UF will 

accept the settlement and that the 
dispute will come to a close.

Our focus has always been on 
bringing independent and unbi-
ased news to the Student Body. 
We hope that with this settle-
ment, we’ll always be free to do 
just that.

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Sincerely,
Erin Jester

Editor-in-Chief

Sarah Kinonen
Managing Editor/Print

Evan Walker
Managing Editor/Online

Letter, from page 1

Peterson



MICHAEL SCOTT DAVIDSON
Alligator Writer

Eleven different competitions, hun-
dreds of gaming consoles and more than 
10,000 feet of cord filled the Reitz Union 
Grand Ballroom on Monday evening for 
the second GatorLAN 2012 video game 
tournament.

The eight-hour event was hosted by the 
Gator Gaming club. 

Registration was open to the public.
Gator Gaming President Ed Fonseca 

said that between competitors and spec-
tators, about 1,000 people usually attend 
GatorLAN.

“When you watch NBA, you want to 
see your favorite team win,” the digital 
arts and sciences junior said. “There are a 
bunch of girls who don’t play but come to 
see their boyfriends play.”

Crystal Durham, a 21-year-old com-
puter engineering UF senior, came to the 
event to watch her boyfriend and his two 
roommates compete in the Super Smash 
Bros. Brawl tournament.

“I wouldn’t enjoy watching a video 

game match if I didn’t know the people 
playing,” she said.

For Tommy Janky, recognizing compet-
itors wasn’t a problem. 

The 22-year-old Santa Fe nursing soph-
omore said he knew about 70 percent of 
the more than 100 people registered for the 
Super Smash Bros. Brawl tournament.

Janky said his main competition for Ga-
torLAN 2012 was a gamer who goes by the 
tag True Blue.

“He’s my partner in tournaments,” 
Janky said. 

“He knows everything I do.”
Janky said he has traveled as far as New 

Jersey to compete in Super Smash Bros. 
Brawl tournaments. 

He once won $350 at a tournament in 
Orlando, which he used to fund trips.

He said similar behavior between com-
petitors in the gaming community has 
caused more people to consider gaming as 
an actual sport.

“People travel all over the world like 
sports teams do,” he said. “There’s money 
on the line. Some people are actually spon-
sored.”

Janky said the Super Smash Bros. Brawl 
community was strong enough that in-
ternational rankings for characters in the 
game have emerged online.

“I’m the best Ike in the U.S.,” he said. 
“That’s a fact.”

Contact Michael Scott Davidson at mda-
vidson@alligator.org.
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Sonia Dela Cruz, right, a 21-year-old microbiology junior, plays a dance video game 
during GatorLAN in the Reitz Union Grand Ballroom Monday night. 

Gainesville gamers win in more than just the virtual world

CAROLINA GARCIA
Alligator Contributing Writer

This holiday season, donat-
ing toys to sick children is being 
made easy by a Gainesville com-
pany — all you have to do is like 
them.

Locally owned business New 
Scooters 4 Less is making an im-
pression in Gainesville through 
their online campaign Likes 4 
Tikes.

Collin Austin, owner of New 
Scooters 4 Less and the com-
pany’s “chief of everything,” en-
thusiastically shared the history 
behind the campaign and the 
prospects for this year.  

“My sister is a nurse at Shands, 
and she told me that she sees kids 
spending Christmas in a hospital 
bed every year,” Austin said. “It 
made me think, since we want to 
give back, that maybe those kids 
should be our focus.”

The initial pledge of the on-
line campaign was that for every 
“like” the New Scooters 4 Less 
Facebook page received, the busi-
ness would donate $1 to buying 
toys for sick children at Shands. 
Quickly after the campaign start-
ed, it gained unexpected steam 
and developed a new pledge. 
For every “like” the Facebook 
page receives, New Scooters 4 
Less will donate one new toy to 
Shands.

Celebrations Catering, who 

is sponsoring the campaign with 
Scooters 4 Less, offers a Thanks-
giving feast meal package that 
allows customers to purchase 
a premade Thanksgiving meal 
with all of the trimmings for 
$150. For every $150 the compa-
ny receives, it is donating $15 to 
the Likes 4 Tikes cause.

Along with Celebrations Ca-
tering, the youthful photo decor 
company Fracture has thrown its 
hat in the ring. Fracture plans to 
mirror the New Scooters 4 Less 
social media campaign by donat-
ing one toy to Shands for every 
new “like” on their Facebook 
page.

All the toys donated to the 
hospital would be placed at the 
doors of the children’s rooms un-
wrapped.

For Austin, that wasn’t good 
enough. He will wrap and deco-
rate the gifts for the children at 
Shands on Dec. 20.  

“We told Shands that we 
hope to generate enough toys to 
where they have to give them to 
another organization,” Austin 
said. “Plus, the best part of get-
ting a toy is unwrapping it — we 
want them to have that.”

Local company 
pledges to play 
Santa for ill children

crIMe

BENJAMIN S. BRASCH
Alligator Staff Writer

A cook at the Pollo Tropical in the Reitz Union 
was arrested on a battery charge Sunday morning.

Gainesville Police arrested Jevon Terrell Battles, 
20, on a charge of simple battery.

A witness, Antron Hutchinson, and the victim, 
Ashley Kerney, told Gainesville Police that Battles 
was arguing with Kerney when he got angry and 
grabbed her hair and slammed her against a wall.

Battles then pulled her to the ground and 
punched her in the face repeatedly.

After Battles’ attack, there was blood throughout 
his apartment, Kerney’s nose was bleeding, the right 
side of her face was bruised and swollen, and her lip 

was cut, according to a GPD arrest report.
According to the report, when police questioned 

Battles, he said Kerney tried to hit him, so he grabbed 
her and pulled her to the ground.

Battles told police that as he 
and Kerney fell, she hit her face on 
the corner of a dresser.

Later in the police interview, 
Battles stopped and said, “Let me 
tell you the truth,” according to 
the report.

Battles then told police he had 
hit her in the face multiple times.

He was arrested at 2:10 a.m.
Contact Benjamin S. Brasch at bbrasch@alligator.

org.

Pollo Tropical cook arrested for battery

� THE GROUP WANTS A 
PENNY MORE PER POUND 
OF TOMATOES.

SHELBY WEBB
Alligator Staff Writer

Many will be celebrating the 
Thanksgiving holiday with food, 
but some Gainesville activists are 
concerned about the hands that 
gather that feast.

Members of the Gainesville In-
terfaith Alliance for Immigrant Jus-
tice, along with some students and 
local religious leaders, protested 
outside of a Gainesville Publix on 
Monday to push for better wages 
for some Florida farmworkers.

The alliance organized the event 
as part of the Coalition of Immoka-
lee Workers Thanksgiving Week 
of Action, which aims to persuade 

Publix Super Markets executives 
to agree to pay more for tomatoes 
from Immokalee.

“Their inability to sign a very 
simple agreement is perpetuating 
human slavery,” said Larry Green, 
pastor at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church.

Protesters waved signs and 
chanted outside of the Publix locat-
ed on the corner of 34th Street and 
University Avenue.

Victor Yengle, a 23-year-old UF 
economics senior, said the group 
wants Publix to pay a penny more 
per pound of tomatoes picked by 
Immokalee farmworkers.

“This is a 32-pound bucket,” he 
said, holding a large red container. 
“Right now, they get 45 cents for 
every bucket they fill. That rate has 
been stagnant for the past 30 years, 
and it hasn’t even been adjusted for 
inflation.”

Through an information packet, 

Publix said if the wholesaler raised 
its prices to improve working con-
ditions in Immokalee, the super-
market would agree to pay more.

“Publix is more than willing to 
pay a penny more per pound — or 
whatever the market price for to-
matoes will be — in order to pro-
vide product to our customers,” a 
statement released by Publix said. 
“However, we will not pay em-
ployees of other companies directly 
for their labor.”

Yengle said though Publix re-
mains the biggest priority in terms 
of businesses signing the Fair Food 
Program, farmworkers in Immoka-
lee are encouraged that other com-
panies signed the agreement.

“When you talk to the farm-
workers, you can tell the program 
is working,” Yengle said. “They see 
a new day on the horizon.”

Contact Shelby Webb at swebb@
alligator.org.

Activists protest outside Publix to 
push for better farmworker wages

Battles

The event was eight hours long

“...she sees kids spend-
ing Christmas in a hospital 

bed every year.”
Collin Austin

New Scooters 4 Less owner
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54 TOTAL VOTES

Today’s question: Are you going home for 
Thanksgiving?

17% YES
83% NO

Monday’s question: Did you see “The 
Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn — Part 2”?

Toodles, Twinkies! 
How Hostess will most 
likely go out of business

Late last week, we learned that Hostess Brands planned to 
fi le for bankruptcy, due to a fi ght between the company 
and one of its largest unions.

People mourned, people hoarded, people tried to sell 
Twinkies — one of the company’s most beloved treats — for 
thousands of dollars on eBay.

On Monday afternoon, “Hostess Brands Inc. and its striking 
union agreed to a mediation that will forestall the company’s 
planned liquidation for the time being,” according to the Los 
Angeles Times.

“Both sides agreed to try to work through their confl ict, 
which would preserve more than 18,000 jobs that will otherwise 
disappear if the Irving, Texas-based company closes its doors,” 
said the paper.

Great! So many jobs will be saved. That’s really good news.
Not great! That much junk food will still be on our shelves.    

      Now, there is a time and a place for Doritos or Honey Buns or 
Funyuns or other more generic packaged foods. We’re not say-
ing all junk or snack food companies should just shut their doors 
and stop production entirely.

Please, don’t. But maybe it’s time to take a hard look at our-
selves if we pay such a huge amount of our attention to the 
“death” of the Twinkie. Hostess also makes Wonder Bread, 
which you might remember if you were a latchkey kid of the 
‘50s.

“Since the 1950s and ’60s, toast has been a staple of most 
breakfasts, while bread has been on the dinner table in almost 
every household,” said Time magazine. “Gradually, though, our 
diets have changed and our consumer preferences have shift-
ed.”

We have more options for breakfast than just stupid, plain 
toast. Plus, everyone either thinks they’re allergic to gluten or 
they actually are, so fewer people are buying bread products in 
general.

Fun fact: Time said that tortilla purchases increased by 3.6 
percent each year since 2007. Plus, less people are serving a 
bread item as a side with dinner — a meal Americans are spend-
ing less time eating, as well.

“Dinner is changing,” said Harry Balzer, chief industry ana-
lyst with the food-industry-analysis fi rm NPD Group. “We spend 
24 minutes eating dinner. It’s become less and less and less. So 
we’re always looking at where we can save time or money.”

So maybe we’re not making better food choices, but we’re 
making meal choices that include less actual bread. Either way, 
Americans are moving on from the 1950s and into more totally 
tubular food choices. Ever hear of the soup-to-go that you cook 
in a bag? Yeah, that’s Campbell’s way of making soup appeal 
more to the “millennials.”

That soup is marketed to young people who don’t have a lot 
of time to cook actual food. Seems like we’re not eating bread 
anymore. Maybe we should extend that hurried version of din-
ner to our snacks.

There’s no need to mourn the loss of the Twinkie. It’s better 
for you and your health if it slowly disappears off shelves.

UF community deserves full-week break
For the fi rst time, UF will begin its observance of the 

Thanksgiving holiday on a Wednesday. In years 
past, Wednesday was regarded as a normal day for 

school and work.
Interestingly, Associate Provost Bernard Mair has dis-

couraged faculty in regard to the cancellation of classes 
scheduled on Monday and Tuesday this week.

Most students are thrilled just to have the Wednesday 
without classes. However, UF offi cials are concerned the 
Thanksgiving holiday will be extended even further in the 
future.

What would be the problem with that?
I wish the people responsible for these decisions would 

be more inclined to give students and faculty as long of a 
break as possible. I strongly disagree with the idea of man-
dating that classes occur this week, and I believe students, 
faculty and staff should be able to enjoy all fi ve days off.

Time off is a necessity to one’s sanity. I don’t believe 
many administrators realize how hectic the schedules 
of students and faculty members can get. We all balance 
school, jobs, extracurricular activities and a social life 
while we’re here. We want to be able to take time every 
now and then to be with our family and friends who we 
don’t get to see as often during the academic semesters.

You would think administration would be more ac-
cepting of students missing classes now, when the semes-
ter is winding down, rather than during the middle of the 
term. Closing the university for an extra two days during 
Thanksgiving Break would be far more benefi cial than 
keeping it open when no one is present.

UF administration should know all students don’t 
waste these days off.

We catch up on assignments, rest and recover our 
brains and bodies from late nights of studying, and even 
do things that could contribute to our professional futures. 
I know many students who spent the long weekend during 
Homecoming traveling for interviews and speaking with 
organizations about opportunities that could contribute to 

their professional futures.  
Professors would see benefi ts 

as well. They, too, have travel 
plans and could even use the ex-
tra time to prepare for the end of 
the semester, if they chose to.

If Monday and Tuesday class-
es were canceled, students would 
have a much easier time making 

travel arrangements to their respective homes. A weekend 
departure is a lot less diffi cult to set up in comparison to a 
long commute starting in the middle of a weekday.

There are plenty of theoretical solutions that might 
solve this problem. Perhaps if this Fall we started the se-
mester on Monday rather than Wednesday, we could use 
those two extra days as vacation time for right now and 
have a full week of Thanksgiving Break.

The school will be open this week, but it will also be 
nearly empty. UF administration really should take heed 
to the trends made evident by the actions of its students. 
The university calendar should refl ect their interests and 
priorities as well.

Why pay to keep the university open this week when a 
majority of students, and even some faculty, have already 
left town?

If I were a professor at UF, I especially would not want 
to spend two days mandatorily giving lectures to empty 
classrooms or sitting in offi ce hours waiting for students 
who won’t show up.

Many professors who are still having class this week 
both understand and expect attendance won’t be very 
high. They’ve sent students home for a break and only 
expect their full attention upon their returns when fi nal 
exam season begins.

Why can’t UF administration manage to do the same?
Anayo Ordu is an advertising sophomore at UF. Her col-

umn appears on Tuesdays.Erin Jester
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Letter to the Editor
I am writing in response to Leila Milgrim’s 

insightful article “Gainesville’s Hidden Trea-
sures: Vegan-Friendly Restaurants” (Nov. 18).  
I am not surprised to hear about these delicious 
vegan dishes in UF’s backyard. It is especially 
important for restaurants near campuses to of-
fer a variety of vegan options on their menus. 
According to a study by food-service provider 
Bon Appétit, the number of college students 

who identify themselves as vegetarian has ris-
en by 50 percent since 2005, and the number of 
vegan students has more than doubled during 
the same period.

Students are horrified to learn that cows 
have their throats slit while they’re still con-
scious and that many chickens are scalded to 
death in hot water. It’s simply not the kind 
of industry that students want to support. In 

addition to enduring cruelty, farmed animals 
produce about 130 times as much waste as the 
entire human population of the United States 
does. According to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the runoff from factory farms pol-
lutes our rivers and lakes more than all other 
industrial sources combined.

From the smallest community colleges to 
the largest state schools, vegan options are ev-

erywhere nowadays as a direct result of stu-
dent pressure. Students interested in adopting 
a healthier and more compassionate diet can 
visit www.peta2.com to receive a free vegetar-
ian/vegan starter kit.

Kenneth Montville
College campaigns assistant

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals

One of us is Muslim, the other Jewish.
But we share one thing in common: We are 

both pro-Israel in view.
You ask, “How can you then be critical of the Israeli 

government’s policies?”
Our desire for Israel’s long-term prosperity is rooted in 

the adage, “Dissent is the best form of patriotism.” Blind 
support for Israel — like we see among certain UF stu-
dents — has never been productive, neither for the sup-
porters nor for the government.

Let’s get real. A critical analysis of Israel’s policies to-
ward the Occupied Palestinian Territories, based on hu-
man rights’ groups reports and other unbiased third par-
ties, is absent from the political discourse in this country.

This comes as no surprise.
Israel has been the largest re-

cipient of U.S. foreign aid — not 
Haiti or the starving African 
countries — since World War 
II, much of it being in military 
weaponry.

To expect the media in the U.S. 
to provide a fair coverage of Is-
raeli policies is a little better than 

expecting the Soviet newspapers in the 1960s to provide a 
fair coverage of Castro’s Cuba.

To be fair, many students are genuinely confused.
They’re skeptical of American-biased coverage, but 

they wonder, “Doesn’t Israel have a right to self-defense 
being under constant rocket attacks from the Palestin-
ians?”

The rockets fired from the Palestinian territories have 
to be contextualized. Palestinians are not subhumans who 
have an irrational lust for death and destruction in Israel. 
Their terrorism is born from having lived under Israeli 
military occupation for the last 45 years, the longest-last-
ing military occupation in modern times. The UN Human 
Rights Council’s 2008 report merits citation:

“[Palestinian terrorism] must be condemned and have 
been condemned. Common sense, however, dictates that 
a distinction must be drawn between acts of mindless ter-
ror, such as acts committed by Al Qaeda, and acts com-
mitted in the course of a war of national liberation against 
colonialism, apartheid or military occupation. While such 
acts cannot be justified, they must be understood as be-
ing a painful but inevitable consequence of colonialism, 
apartheid or occupation … In the present international cli-
mate it is easy for a state to justify its repressive measures 
as a response to terrorism — and to expect a sympathetic 
hearing. Israel exploits the present international fear of 
terrorism to the full. But this will not solve the Palestin-
ian problem. Israel must address the occupation and the 
violation of human rights and international humanitarian 
law it engenders, and not invoke the justification of terror-
ism as a distraction, as a pretext for failure to confront the 
root cause of Palestinian violence — the occupation.”

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict will come to a swift end 
when Israel ends its brutal military occupation of the Pal-
estinians. This isn’t our opinion but that of the UN Hu-
man Rights Council.

How do we put pressure on Israel to stop its oppres-
sion of the Palestinians?

Easy. If the rest of us — who still have a moral con-
science — tell Congress and the Obama administration to 
suspend all military aid to Israel until it ends its human 
rights violations, let’s see how long Israel can maintain its 
subjugation.

Zulkar Khan is a UF microbiology junior and Michela 
Martinazzi is a UF art history junior.

For Israel and 
for Palestine 

Guest Column

Zulkar Kahn
&

Michela 
Martinazzi
Speaking Out

After riding a school bus nearly my entire elementary 
through high school career and riding the RTS bus at 
UF for two years, I’ve had the opportunity to observe 

several surprising similarities and interesting differences be-
tween these two modes of transportation.

Obviously, there’s the differences in technology and taste 
you would see on the bus (like Kindles or paperback books, 
Lisa Frank Trapper Keepers or physics homework, and pat-
ty-cake songs or furious texting), but here are some more you 
might not have considered.

Similarities:
Both types of buses come in contact with passengers who 

are extremely confused as to where they are or where they’re 
going.

For the college buses, this can happen to freshmen, but 
mostly it happens after dark around 2 a.m., when the bars 
have let out and the stumbling masses begin to filter into any 
vehicle capable of taking them home.

Just like you wrote your bus number on your hand for the 
first couple days of grade school, drunk college students are 
mentally counting on themselves to remember which Later 
Gator bus to catch — A, B, C, D or F.

And when it comes to vomiting, I’ve seen it happen on 
both types of buses, filtering down the aisle in between seats, 
usually accompanied by crying.

Just like old school days, there will always be someone 
at least once who runs full speed, backpack flopping, deter-
mined to make it in the bus door before it closes. Sometimes 
they make it, and sometimes they don’t. But it’s always kind 
of funny seeing them run and not make it.

That hasn’t changed since elementary school.
There’s also a great opportunity for the procrastinators to 

spend the bus ride working on homework they didn’t finish. 
Unless the RTS bus is full, and you have to stand.

Which brings me to my next point.
Differences:
In the old days, there was no missing the bus just because 

“FULL BUS”  was plastered on the front (I’m looking at you, 
No. 38). There was no worry that you were going to be late 

for an exam because of something 
out of your control.

The bus always came, and if it 
didn’t, your teachers would be noti-
fied, and you would have a legit rea-

son for coming late or not coming at all.
There was no standing on the bus and holding onto what-

ever you could find because the bus driver stopped too short, 
and there were no awkward crotches in faces or standing un-
comfortably close to a stranger who has B.O.

In school buses, you always had a nice, safe place to sit 
and catch up on your homework, trade Pokemon cards or 
feed your Giga Pet.

Probably my most prevalent point in these differences is 
the fact that in school, you pretty much knew the people on 
the bus and were able to sit where you wanted. On an RTS 
bus, anyone with $1.50 is allowed to ride. 

And by anyone, I am including that smelly hobo that sits 
right next to you, even though there is an entirely empty bus, 
and you’re afraid to even turn your head an inch for fear he 
might start up a conversation.

In my experience, RTS buses are more awkward than 
school buses. While buses in the old days were relatively 
noisy in the afternoons after school, RTS buses are usually 
quiet, except for the occasional girl with the annoying voice 
who talks loudly on her phone about nothing anyone wants 
to hear; the only people spared from the speech being those 
who have become accustomed to wearing headphones, the 
universal sign for “don’t talk to me.”

School buses were usually filled with chatter, but RTS bus-
es are usually filled with iPhones scrolling through Twitter or 
uncomfortable stares either at the ground, out the window or 
behind the person who thinks you’re staring at them.

Finally, there was never any weird voice declaring, “Stop 
requested. For your own safety, when crossing the street, 
please pass behind the bus.”

I can’t imagine any RTS bus driver that hasn’t had night-
mares about this voice at least once.

Nicole Deck is a journalism senior at UF.

Growing up sucks; or, the wheels on the bus
Guest column

Nicole Deck
Speaking Out
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‘Tis the Season: 

Shawn Janetzke and Kelcee Griffis / Alligator Staff

A List of Donation Items Needed in Gainesville

Bread of the Mighty Food Bank:
    Address: 325 NW 10th Ave.
Accepting donations today from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 
noon
The food bank can especially use turkeys, stuffing, broth, rice, instant potatoes, 
gravy, cranberry sauce and canned vegetables. Food bank functions as distribu-
tion center to more than 130 Gainesville nonprofits and agencies. Many of the 
goods go to the Alachua County Department of Children and Families.

�

Catholic Charities:
    Address: Drop off at the Catholic Charities office at 1701 NE Ninth St. 
Accepting donations during the food pantry’s hours: Today through Thursday, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Accepting donations for “weekend backpacks,” to provide children with nutritious 
food when school lunches aren’t available, and “Feed a Family” boxes. Items 
needed for weekend backpacks include canned meat such as tuna, vienna 
sausage and chicken, canned pasta, beans, chili, soup and vegetables. Items 
needed for Feed a Family boxes include rice, cereal, canned fruit and vegetables, 
evaporated milk and peanut butter.  

�

Ronald McDonald House:
    Address: Drop off at 1600 SW 14th St.
Accepting donations from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day
Seeking donations of prepackaged snacks, crackers, granola bars, chips and 
soups to stock the Ronald McDonald Family Room adjacent to the Pediatric Inten-
sive Care Unit at Shands at UF. 

�

The Boys & Girls Club of Alachua County:
    Address: 1900 SE Fourth St., Building 331
Donations can be dropped off today from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Collecting Thanksgiving dinner side items to accompany a turkey giveaway next 
week. The giveaway will benefit local children in Boys & Girls Club programs and 
their families. Side items such as canned yams, cranberry sauce, green beans 
and peas are top priorities for donations. 

�

Gainesville Publix locations:
    Address: Local Publix Stores
Accepting donations during store hours
Customers can buy previously made bags of nonperishable food items ranging 
from $6 to $8 or contribute groceries of their choice to place in in-store donation 
boxes to help Bread of the Mighty Food Bank.

�

UF’s Division of Student Affairs: 
Has placed 19 food collection bins around campus, including the Career Resource 
Center, the Counseling and Wellness Center, the Dean of Students Office, the Of-
fice of Multicultural and Diversity Affairs and the J. Wayne Reitz Union. Students 
can contribute canned fruit, vegetables and broth, boxed macaroni and cheese, 
dry stuffing and rice. The food will benefit Bread of the Mighty Food Bank.

�

AP Photo

Smoke and Fire
A Palestinian man tries to throw back a tear gas canister during a protest against Is-
rael’s operations in Gaza Strip outside Ofer on Sunday. Ofer is an Israeli military prison 
near the West Bank city of Ramallah.

 

� DRENCHED IN CHOCOLATE WILL 
OPEN NEXT MONTH. 

SAMANTHA BLACK
Alligator Contributing Writer

Gainesville will soon be home to a 
chocolate shop with products that have 
as much variety as Willy Wonka’s Choc-
olate Factory.

Drenched in Chocolate will have its 
grand opening Dec. 15 and Dec. 16 and 
will include guest presenter Paris Them-
men, who played young cowboy fan 
Mike Teevee in the 1971 “Willy Wonka 
& the Chocolate Factory.” On Dec. 16, 
Themmen is scheduled to present a 
golden ticket to Mayor Craig Lowe as 
part of the shop’s official opening, said 
Drenched in Chocolate co-owner Kay 
Owens.

The shop will open its doors before 
the grand opening, probably about Dec. 
7, but Owens said the exact date is still 
being set.

The store will be located at the Mill-
hopper Shopping Center on the corner 
of Northwest 16th Boulevard and North-
west 43rd Street, and the grand opening 
events will be from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Dec. 15 and noon to 5 p.m. on Dec. 16.

Owens said the prices will range from 
99 cents to about $1.50 a piece.

While the main shop is opening in 
December, a kiosk selling a selection of 
their chocolate is planned to open next 
week in The Oaks Mall, which will be 
run by Owens’ 21-year-old son Zach.

“It’s right next to the child’s play 

area,” Owens said. “We thought that 
might be a good idea.”

Owens, who has been making choco-
late for 25 years, comes from a family 
of confectioners. Her mother owned a 
doughnut shop, and her brother was a 
chocolatier.

Owens said Drenched in Chocolate 
will sell traditional treats such as fudge, 
caramel-covered apples and marshmal-
lows that are all made in the shop. It 
will also have some out-of-the-ordinary 
goods, including chocolate spaghetti, 
chocolate-covered bugs and chocolate 
toothpaste.

Another distinctive characteristic 
Drenched in Chocolate will provide is 
chocolate photography, which allows 
customers to scan photos or other im-
ages onto their chocolate.

“It’s a relatively new technology,” 
Owens said. “The image is scanned onto 
the chocolate as a thin layer of sugar.”

For their artisan collection, the choc-
olate is made from ingredients from 
around the world such as cinnamon 
from Ecuador and Devon cream from 
England.

Lizzy Wetzel, an 18-year-old UF zo-
ology freshman, said she looks forward 
to visiting the shop to cure her sweet 
tooth.

“If I hear the word chocolate, I’m 
happy,” she said.

As far as a target audience for 
Drenched in Chocolate, Owens said it 
aims for the audience its name suggests: 
chocolate lovers.

“Whatever your chocolate mood, we 
have you covered,” she said.

Chocolate shop of pure 
imagination to open with 
Willy Wonka cast member

locAl

SHELBY WEBB
Alligator Staff Writer

An artificially sweetened panic swept 
through Jenn Prevot’s family last weekend.

As news of Hostess Brands’ bankruptcy 
spread, the 19-year-old food science and hu-
man nutrition sophomore had to act fast.

“My stepdad said we have to stock up 
so we can have it for the rest of our lives,” 
Prevot joked. “We went to three different 
supermarkets because they were all sold 
out. It was like like an epic journey for Ding 
Dongs, Ho Hos and Twinkies.”

Hostess Brands announced Friday it 
would begin to wind down operations im-
mediately after declaring bankruptcy. The 
company cited disagreements with unions 
for their faltering finances.

But there’s a glimmer of hope. On Mon-
day, Hostess Brands and one of their big-
gest unions agreed to a mediation session 
in hopes of avoiding a Wonderbread-less 
world, according to the New York Times.

The two groups will meet today. If no 
deal is reached, Hostess will go back to court 
on Wednesday to push for a close-out plan.

The feasible end of Hostess’ products re-
sulted in the brand’s fans rushing to stores 
to scoop up as many treats as they could 
find.

Bobby Nellis, a customer service repre-

sentative with the Butler Plaza Publix Super 
Market, located at 3100 SW 35th Blvd., said 
after Hostess’ bankruptcy went public, the 
store offered half-off discounts on all the 
manufacturer’s products the store had left 
in stock.

Nellis said his Publix sold the last of its 36 
remaining boxes of Twinkies on Saturday.

“I heard plenty of people looking for 
Hostess products,” Nellis said. “(Custom-
ers) said that everywhere else was sold out, 
too.”

Local restaurants may also feel backlash 
from the brand’s potential bankruptcy.

Munchies 420 Cafe serves fried Twinkies 
drizzled in the customer’s choice of sauce.

Cameron Douglas, the restaurant’s 
kitchen manager, said it’s hard to say what 
the loss of the dish’s signature ingredient 
will do to Munchies’ dessert menu.

“It’s one of our top-selling dessert items,” 
Douglas said. “We haven’t made any deci-
sions about what to do yet.”

Contact Shelby Webb at swebb@alligator.
org.

Gainesville Twinkie supply low

“My stepdad said we have to 
stock up so we can have it for the 

rest of our lives.”
Jenn Prevot

food science and human nutrition sophomore
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2 BLOCKS FROM UF!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

12-5-71-1

Play There…LIVE HERE
THE POLOS

NOW offering
ROOMMATE MATCHING on 3/3’s

$464/person
Call Today! 352-335-7656

12-5-71-1

Nicks Place Apt 2BR/2BA $1000
entire apt. Fully furnished incl utils, W/D, 

DW, high ceilings, Sleep late only 5
blocks to Campus, Great Parking, 1st or

2nd Floor units Mitchell Realty 352-374-8579
11-30-12-85-1

The Courtyards
Steps to University of Florida.

All inclusive dormitory-style housing
w/pvt  individual suites. Starting at $399. 
Now leasing for Fall & Spring enrollment. 
Parking avail. 1231 SW 3rd Ave., #125.

M-F 9-6, Sat. by apt. 352-372-3557 
www.courtyardsgainesville.com

12-5-12-60-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

2/2 POLOS SPECIAL for $799/month!
OFFER ENDS: Next 5 leases!!

Mention this ad for $0 move in fees!!
Call for Details! 352-335-7656

12-5-71-2

QUIET, CLEAN.
LOTS OF GREEN
1br $375. 2br $425 372-1201, 213-3901        
12-5-12-71-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dry-
er included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 538-2181 lv message    12-
15-12-71-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-12-12-171-2 

Now leasing 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th Street. $425 to 
$545. Call 335-7066, visit us on Facebook 
or Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  12-5-
12-71-2

 

Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some w/ enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, BRs carpeted. DW, W/D 
hk-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus rte, some 
walk to UF. Sec 8 accepted 352-332-7700   
12-5-12-71-2

Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$450 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!
A true 1/1 close but far enough away

 from the ruckus of the student ghetto.
No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

11-30-12-64-2

SPACIOUS 2BR/2BA APT.
Convenient location to Shands, UF & Butler 
Plaza. Asking $700. Please call Martine 352-
682-9126. yttek@hotmail.com    1-7-12-112-
2

LAKEWOOD VILLAS
Large 1,2 & 3BR floorplans starting at $735.

Free Hi-Speed internet, washer/dryer,
fitness center, computer lab,

swimming pool etc. M-F 9-6, Sat. 10-5 
700 SW 62nd Blvd. 352-371-8009

www.lakewoodvillas.com
12-5-12-60-2

PET’S PARADISE
$390 - $650. No app or pet fee.
1 & 2BR, privacy fenced. SW. 352-331-2099    
12-5-12-35-2

NEAR UF. 1BR/1BA apt.
1103 NW 4th St. Pets ok. $500/mo + $300 
sec. Call 352-332-8481 or 352-359-1644    
11-27-12-20-2

STEPS TO CAMPUS
511 NW 15th St. Spacious rooms for stu-
dents. $395/mo includes utilities, kitchen & 
parking. Call for info Bristol Park Realty 352-
367-2669    12-5-12-31-2

1 or 2 BR,$500-$650, close to UF campus 
or downtown, busline to Santa Fe College; 
greenspace; trees; privacy; prefer calm, qui-
et, mature or serious students; cats ok. 1824 
NW 10th St; 1807 NW 10 St. 352 284 3873; 
352 376 0080; postj@bellsouth.net    1-7-12-
28-2

$99.00 Deposit with No Rent for November. 
We have 2/2,3/2, and 4/2 available.

Hidden Oaks, A Manufactured Home 
Community A great place to call home.

Call 352-331-4400 for more information.
11-28-12-19-2

HISTORIC APTS Downtown Pleasant St 
Historic District. 1-3BRs. Ceiling fans, porch-
es, wd flrs, some w/ W/D. ALSO we have 2 & 
3BR homes. Cats ok, no dogs. 1st, last, sec. 
aprleve@aol.com Call/text 352-538-1550   
12-5-12-19-2

2/2 QUIET townhome at The Gables, gated, 
security, garage, patio, w/d,cable, clubhouse 
workout room, pool, sauna, tennis, bb. Close 
to UF, Shands. 12 mo lease. $1050. by own-
er 321-698-7579.   12-5-12-16-2

UNIQUE 1BR APT.
Nice, quiet. 750 sq ft. Dining room, living 
room, full bath, bedroom. Cable, W/D, all 
utils incl. $700 Includes all. Tower & Archer 
Rd area. Call 352-278-8381    12-5-12-12-2

MERRILL MANAGEMENT INC.
825 NW 13th Street
352-339-3329 or 352-494-6692
www.merrillmanagement.com

1BR 1BA Apt  3 BLKS to UF, 
Carpet, Central H & Air, $500/Mo
Marcott 1029 SW 3rd Avenue

2 BR 1BA Apt Robert Obrien Apts
Terrazzo Floors, Window A/C, Nat Gas Ht
Near Sams Club/Walmart  $450/Mo
2901 NW 14th Street             11-30-12-9-2

2BR/1BA, Cent A/C, mobile home on shady 
lot on busline. Laundry room. No pets. From 
$355-$420/mo. Incl water. 1st 1/2 month free 
rent. Vacant lots also available 4546 NW 
13th St. 376-5887    4-24-83-2

2 bedroom 1 bath upstairs (2nd floor) to-
tally remodeled unit. Water included. Across 
the street from Shands and the VA and 
University of Florida professional colleges. 
Laundry on site and 2 pools. 800.00 a month 
and 800.00 deposit. Call Mary 386-848-2823 
for all info    11-29-5-2

Roommate for 4-person apartment. 
Furnished plus shared bath, utilities, and in-
ternet. Pool, walking trails, gym. <1 mile from 
campus, Shands, and downtown. Perfect for 
students! $510/month. 407-416-3117    1-28-
33-3

CROSSING AT SANTA FE 1BR/1BA in 
3BR/3BA. Fully furnished. Lease available 
now thru 7/15/13. $429/mo. Option to ex-
tend. 352-434-1454    11-29-12-7-3

Master bedroom/bathroom available Jan-
July 2013 in house near UF. Spacious, fur-
nished, w/d, price negotiable. Call/Text 561-
289-6896     11-30-5-3

I’VE HAD IT WITH YOUR LOUD MUSIC!
Is your roommate driving you crazy? Find a 
replacement in the Alligator Classifieds!

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
12-5-71-5

ABSOLUTE AUCTION 79+/- Bank Owned 
Assets in GA, NC, TN Nov. 27 @ 6pm, Lithia 
Springs, GA. Nov. 28 @ 6pm, Ellijay, GA. 
Online & Live Bidding. GAL AU-CO002594, 
NCAL8935, TN5733 RowellAuctions.com 
(800)323-8388     11-20-1-5

Mobile Home with acreage ready to move 
in, great for pets. Lots of space for the price, 
3Br 2Ba, serious offers only, no renters. 
(850)308-6473    11-20-1-5

Coastal Cottage! Deepwater Ocean Access 
with boat slips only $69,900. SALE Sat 12/1. 
New ready to finish cottage. Prime coastal 
Georgia location. Gated entrance, paved 
roads, underground utilities. FREE water/
sewer tap. Historically lowest financing. Call 
now (866)952-5303. x 1641    11-20-1-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 will 
deliver.      12-5-12-71-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        12-5-12-71-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        12-5-12-71-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   12-5-7-6
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All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise ‘’any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make limitation, or discrimination.’’ We will 
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.  •  All employment opportunities advertised herein are subject to the laws which prohibit discrimina-
tion in employment (barring legal exceptions) because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap, familial status, age, or any other covered status.  •  This newspaper assumes no responsibility for injury or loss arising from contacts made through the type of advertising that 
is know as “personal” or “connections” whether or not they actually appear under those classifications. We suggest that any reader who responds to that type of advertising use caution and investigate the sincerity of the advertiser before giving out personal information.  •  Although this 
newspaper uses great care in accepting or rejecting advertising according to its suitability, we cannot verify that all advertising claims or offers are completely valid in every case and, therefore, cannot assume any responsibility for any injury or loss arising from offers and acceptance of 
offers of goods and/or services through any advertising contained herein.

How To Place A Classified Ad:
In Person:
Cash, Check, MC, or Visa
The Alligator Office

1105 W. University Ave.

M-F, 8am - 4pm

By E-mail: classifieds@alligator.org

By Fax: (352) 376-3015

By Mail:
Call 352-373-FIND for information. 

Sorry, no cash by mail. 

MasterCard, Visa or checks only.

By Phone: (352) 373-FIND
Payment by Visa or MasterCard ONLY. 

M-F, 8am - 4pm

When Will Your Ad Run?
Ads placed by 4 pm will appear two    publica-

tion days later. Ads may run for any length 

of time and be cancelled at any time. Sorry, 

but there can be no refunds or credits for 

cancelled ads.

Corrections and Cancellations:

Cancellations: Call 373-FIND M-F, 8am - 4pm. No refunds or credits can be given.
Alligator errors: Check your ad the FIRST day it runs. Call 373-FIND with any 

corrections before noon. THE ALLIGATOR IS ONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
FIRST DAY THE AD RUNS INCORRECTLY. Corrected ads will be extended one 

day. No refunds or credits can be given after placing the ad. Corrections called in 

after the first day will not be further compensated.

Customer error or changes: Changes must be made BEFORE NOON for the next 

day’s paper. There will be a $2.00 charge for minor changes.

 Online: w/ Visa or MasterCard at www.alligator.org/classified
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BEDROOM SET. 7pc Cherry, Queen/ king 
bed, dresser w/mirror, 2 nightstands, chests 
avail. Dovetail const. New, in boxes. Can de-
liver. Retail $4500, must sell, sacrifice $850 
(352) 372-7490    12-5-7-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
12-5-7-6

FUTON Solid oak mission-style frame w/
mattress. New, in box. $160   332-9899
___________________________________.
DINETTE SET 5pc $120 Brand new in box. 
Never used.  352-377-9846        12-5-7-6

**BEDS - ALL BRAND NEW**
**Full $100 Queen $125 King $200**
Orthopedic pillow-top sets. Brand name 
matching sets not used or refurbished. Still 
in plastic, direct from factory!  352-333-7516.       
12-5-7-6

BED- QUEEN New orthopedic pillowtop mat-
tress and boxspring set. Brand name, brand 
new, still in plastic with warranty. Can deliver. 
$130  352-377-9846.      12-5-7-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       12-5-12-71-6

COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
Network specialists

We buy computers and laptops
Working and Non-working

378-4009, 607 NW 13th Street
12-5-67-7

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus Equipment Auctions●
are underway...bikes, computers, printers, 
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in 
bidding go to: surplus.ufl.edu  392-0370    12-
5-12-71-10

GOATS FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-514-9858       12-5-71-10

Guitars and Musical Instruments
New, Used and Factory Refurbished
Check Us Out Before You Buy!!
Leonardo's Music, Micanopy, FL
352-450-0928 Leonardos302.com
12-5-12-71-10

AUCTION Nov. 28th thru Dec. 1st
35 Million Dollars in Construction/ Marine 
Equipment and Vehicles.
Detailed list @  www.hendersonauctions.
com (225)686-2252 Livingston, Louisiana    
11-20-1-10

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

★★★WWW.RPMMOTORCYCLES.COM★★
FULL SERVICE MOTORCYCLE - SCOOTER 
REPAIR. 12TH YEAR IN GVILLE. OEM 
& AFTERMARKET PARTS. BEST TIRE 
PRICES IN TOWN. 352-377-6974    1-7-11-
72-11

1-7-11-72-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Great Scooters, Service & Prices!

118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271
Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com

facebook.com/newscooters4less
1-7-11-72-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
1-7-11-72-11

★★★Road Rat Motors★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $899. 1yr 
Parts AND labor warranties included. 376-
6275 RoadRatMotors.com   1-7-11-72-11

Road Rat Motors-Gville’s #1 service facility. 
We repair ALL brands of scooters & will come 
to YOU! Daily pickups available. Lowest labor 
rates & quickest turnaround time around. Run by 
Gator Grads! 352-376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com    
1-7-11-72-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

1-7-11-72-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   1-7-
72-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds

CARS - CARS Buy●Sell●Trade
Clean BMW, Volvo, Mercedes
Toyota, Honda, Nissan cars

3432 N Main St. www.carrsmith.com
CARRSMITH AUTO SALES 373-1150

12-5-71-12

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●
 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
1-7-11-72-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN!
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!!
VEHICLES $1000 AND UP!
352-338-1999     12-5-71-12

BUY FOR BLOWOUT
PRICES & SAVE BIG!!!
VEHICLES STARTING AT $1000
PRICES NEGOTIABLE!!!
352-338-1999   12-5-71-12

97 HONDA CIVIC $5999
99 HONDA ACCORD $5999
98 ACURA RL $6999
02 HONDA ACCORD $6999
352-338-1999    12-5-71-12

01 TOYOTA CAMRY $6999
02 TOYOTA COROLLA $6999
00 HONDA ODYSSEY $7999
02 VOLVO STYPE $8999
352-338-1999   12-5-71-12

95 CHEVY CAMERO $2500
98 TOYOTA 4RUNNER $4999
00 ISUZU RODEO $5999
02 NISSAN XTERRA $8999
352-338-1999    12-5-71-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
NO CREDIT CHECK!
CARS, TRUCKS, SUV'S & VANS!
30 DAY WARRANTY
352-375-9090    12-5-71-12

99 HONDA ACCORD $6999
02 TOYOTA COROLLA $6999
03 NISSAN SENTRA $6999
02 TOYOTA CAMRY $7999
352-375-9090    12-5-71-12

03 HONDA CIVIC $8999
04 TOYOTA COROLLA $8999
03 NISSAN ALTIMA $8999
04 TOYOTA CAMRY $10,999
352-375-9090       12-5-71-12

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED. Call Brandy 352-771-6191   
11-26-11-21-12

This newspaper assumes no responsibil-
ity for injury or loss arising from contacts 
made through advertising. We suggest that 
any reader who responds to advertising use 
caution and investigate the sincerity of the 
advertiser before giving out personal infor-
mation or arranging meetings or investing 
money.

St. Francis House is a 
homeless shelter and soup kitchen

located in downtown Gainesville
and we are looking for help 

from volunteers like you. 

St. Francis House is need of 
donations for their

holiday meals, such as 
turkeys, boxed stuffing and 

canned vegetables. 
If you are interested in helping, 

please contact
Stephanie Breval at (352) 378-9079

or by e-mail at
      sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com

The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

LOCAL ARTIST NEEDS:
★ Gold ★ Diamonds ★ Gems ★ Class Rings 
★ ETC ★ Top Cash $$$ or Trade ★
OZZIE’S FINE JEWELRY 352-318-4009.  
12-5-71-13
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UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
1-7-72-13

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti &
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948     
12-5-12-72-13 

CUTTING-EDGE UF RESEARCH STUDY
●BOTH smokers AND never-smokers
●Periodontal (gum line) sampling only
●5 visits over 2 years; up to 1.5 hr each visit
●FREE oral exam, up to $160 compensation
Call: 352-`392-2945 or 352-641-0319   12-
4-12-61-13

CASH PAID $300 AND UP!!!
ANY CONDITION-RUNNING OR NOT!!!
FREE TOWING & SAME DAY PICK-UP
NO TITLE NEEDED CALL 352-771-6191    
11-26-11-21-13

This newspaper assumes no responsibility 
for injury or loss arising from contacts made 
through advertising. We suggest that any 
reader who responds to advertising use cau-
tion and investigate the sincerity of the adver-
tiser before giving out personal information 
or arranging meetings or investing money.

ACCOUNTING CLERK
The Business Office at The Alligator has
an open position for an Accounting Clerk.

Applicant must be a currently enrolled student,
majoring in Accounting or Business

Administration. Duties include operating
Quickbooks accounting system to work
with accounts receivables and accounts

payables. Other duties consist of
manipulating Excel spreadsheets,
answering phones, and general

office duties. Organization and a great
attitude is a necessity. Candidate should be
able to work 8-10 hrs per week and commit

to a 1 year term. Please submit resume,
along with a cover letter to:

Mail: Business Office,
The Independent Florida Alligator

PO Box 14257,
Gainesville, FL 32604-2257.

Email: business@alligator.org

BARTENDING

$300 A DAY POTENTIAL
No experience necessary, training provided.
800-965-6520 ext 138            1-7-72-14

STAY IN GAINESVILLE
Full time career positions available

●ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
●CUSTOMER SERVICE
●PERSONAL COUNSELORS
●AVIATION SALES CONSULTANT
●SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS
●NETWORK ASSISTANT

Please apply online at
www.gleim.com/employment  12-5-12-27-14

'Tis the season to be opinionated!
Fa la la la la, apply to be a columnist.

Because it's fun to yell your opinions at strangers!
Apply to become one of

The Alligator's columnists today.

Please submit a resume, cover letter and
two or three writing samples to:

opinions@alligator.org. 

Include your political ideology/persuasion
(more than "Republican" or "Democrat")

and any pertinent interests. 

Each writing sample should be
between 500 to 600 words;
these can include links to

previously published pieces. 

The deadline for applications is
Friday, Nov. 30.

11-30-12-6-14

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for vari-
ous positions. Flexible schedules and com-
petitive pay. Join our team! Learn more at 
www.gleim.com/employment    1-7-72-14

$STUDENTS GET CASH ON THE SPOT$
For gently used clothing/accessories & fur-
niture. No appt.necessary! - Sandy’s Savvy 
Chic Resale Boutique 4148 NW 13th St. 
372-1226 sandysresale.com    1-7-11-71-14

STUDENT WORK GREAT PAY
$14.50 base/appt -FT/PT openings
Customer sales/service all ages 17+
CALL NOW 352-505-9105    1-7-11-71-14

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed. Gainesville. 
100% FREE to join. Click on Surveys    1-7-
11-70-14

DOMINOS HIRING
delivery drivers & assistant managers. 
Drivers earn between $14-$17 per hour. 
Apply at gatordominos.com    1-7-11-45-14

Now Hiring Campus Sales Reps
Make $250-$500 weekly
as official spokesperson
Free Training. Contact 1-877-363-7424 
Leave Message. www.WorkWithSampson.com   
11-20-12-20-14

HIRING EXPERIENCED
HOSTS/HOSTESSES & SERVERS
Must be able to count back change & multi-
task. Apply in person LaFiesta, 9513 NW 
39th Ave between 2pm & 5pm.   11-26-12-
15-14

Fast, accurate typists needed for audio tran-
scription. Create your own schedule M-F, 
7am to midnight. Production based pay, 
$7.67 to over $12. Walking distance to cam-
pus. Ideal for PT and Students! Requires 65+ 
wpm typing speed, a minimum of 16 hours 
per week, and English as a first language. 
Apply online: www.sbsgrp.com    11-26-12-
10-14

Part Time (20-30 hrs) Assistant.Duties: 
office work & occasional errands. 
Requirements:extremely organized, pay close 
attention to detail, know Microsoft Office.
Resumes to diana.p.assistant@gmail.com.
11-27-12-10-14

BABYSITTER for 8 & 10 yr old.
Must be available Mon and Wed afternoons 
from 12:30pm until ~6:30/7pm. Possibly w 
availability on Tues afternoon, but not nec-
essary. Reliable transportation & homework 
help required. Must provide resume, photo 
& 3 references. Start 1/7/13, pay $10/hr. 

Forward responses to:
mamavaw@gmail.com

11-27-7-14

Medical office assistant Manager trainee: FT 
or PT leading to FT. Ideal position for busi-
ness or similar student. Learn all aspects 
of medical front office. Experience helpful 
but will train energetic, motivated individual. 
Salary neg. Reply to daopportunity@aol.
com.    11-26-12-5-14

Bailey's Gym located at 3441 W University 
Ave. Seeking FT/PT Fitness Consultants: 
membership/product sales. Hourly + com-
mission, benefits may apply. Apply in person 
or send resume to resume@baileysgym.com    
11-26-12-4-14

Emmer Development seeks an enthusiastic 
Model Home Sales Greeter to welcome and 
assist customers at one of our communities 
in Gainesville.

In this role, you will use excellent customer 
service skills, a pleasant and positive atti-
tude, and solid work ethics to greet custom-
ers and tour our beautiful model homes.

Qualifications:
Candidates must be able to work every 
weekend. Customer service or retail sales 
experience is required. Computer skills are 
a plus!

This entry-level position is the perfect oppor-
tunity to begin your new real estate career!

Email resume to Lori@emmergroup.com    
11-28-5-14

10 year old internet and mobile app com-
pany looking for the perfect intern/part-time 
person to work behind the scenes and learn 
from some of the best. Must know PHP, CSS, 
and have Mobile App Development experi-
ence. Email resume to: team@west20th.com     
1-11-12-14-14
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Apply Now, 12 Drivers Needed Top 5% 
Pay & Late Model Equip Guaranteed Home 
for Xmas. Need CDL Class A Driving Exp 
(877)258-8782 www.ad-drivers.com    11-
20-1-14

Drivers - Class A Flatbed, HOME EVERY 
WEEKEND! Pay 37?/mi, Both ways, FULL 
BENEFITS, Requires 1 year OTR Flatbed 
experience. (800)572-5489 x227, SunBelt 
Transport, Jacksonville, FL   11-20-1-14

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! Learn 
to drive for Stevens Transport! Earn $700 
per week! No experience needed! Local CDL 
Training. Job ready in 15 days! (888)368-
1964   11-20-1-14

Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers earn 50 
up to 55 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on to quali-
fied drivers. Home most weekends. Call: 
(843)266-3731 / www.bulldoghiway.com 
EOE   11-20-1-14

TIRED OF LIVING PAYCHECK TO 
PAYCHECK? There's great earning po-
tential as a Professional Truck Driver! The 
average Professional Truck Driver earns 
over $700/wk*! 16-Day CDL Training @ 
NFCC/Roadmaster! Approved for Veterans 
Training. CALL TODAY! (866)467-0060 
*DOL/BLS 2012   11-20-1-14

Do you have a business that 
provides  a service? Place your 
ad in the  Services Section of 
the Alligator Classifieds for as 
little as $2.50 per day. Call us 
at 373-FIND.

IMPORT AUTO REPAIR. BMW, Mercedes, 
Porsche, Volvo, VW, Honda, Toyota, Nissan, 
Mazda. Quality craftsmanship, reasonable 
prices, near UF, AAA approved 378-7830 
www.carrsmith.com   12-5-71-15

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  12-5-12-71-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
12-15-71-15

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiOnline.com
Private Experienced Affordable    12-5-71 15

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here – Train 
ONLINE for Allied Health and Medical 
Management. Job placement assistance. 
Computer available. Financial Aid if quali-
fied. SCHEV authorized. Call 888-203-3179 
www.CenturaOnline.com   11-20-1-15

"Can Your Dig It?" Heavy Equipment School. 
3wk Training Program. Backhoes, Bulldozers, 
Excavators. Local Job Placement Asst. VA 
Benefits Approved. 2 National Certifications. 
(866)362-6497   11-20-1-15

 

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

12-15-71-16

CPR BLS ACLS COURSES Best rates in 
town.American Heart Assoc. Certs issued on 
site.We work with your schedule.One on one 
or groups.Training Gators for over 15yrs!!Call 
today(352)494-4217 or (800)319-5708   1-7-
12-23-16

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
12-5-71-18

Get the party started! Place your 
Entertainment classified today to get people 
up and about. Call 373-FIND.

Rocky Creek Paintball
In Gainesville ● Better Prices

Better Fields ● Better Call 371-2092
12-5-12-71-21

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 
www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad 
in the classifieds to find trip arrangements 
or show off your bus and shuttle service. 
373-FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!

Bios Life Franchise
Lose Weight & Make Money
www.waynejohnson.myunicity.net
1-800-UNICITY ID 113129501    11-27-5-20

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Metropolitan Transportation Planning 
Organization (MTPO) for the Gainesville 
Urbanized Area announces a pulic meeting 
to which all interested persons are invited.

DATE & TIME: December 3, 2012 at 5:00 
pm

PLACE;  Jack Durrance Auditorium, County 
Administration Building, Gainesville, Florida

PURPOSE;  Regular Business Meeting of 
the MTPO

A copy of the agenda may be obtained by 
calling 352-955-2200, visiting our website 
at www.ncfrpc.org (click Transportation - 
MTPO), or appearing in person, during regu-
lar business hours, at 2009 NW 67th Place, 
Gainesville, Florida.

Public participation is solicited without regard 
to race, color, national origin, sex, age, dis-
ability, familial status, religious status, marital 
status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. 
Persons who require special accommoda-
tions under the Americans With Disabilites 
Act or persons who require translation ser-
vices (free of charge) should contact Marlie 
Sanderson at 352-955-2200, extension 103, 
at least seven (7) days before the public 
meeting.     11-20-1-20

GATORS! UNIVERSITYLAUNDRY.BIZ
YOU study and enjoy college. Let US wash 
your clothes, comforters, sleeping bags. We 
are UF Business Alumni.
Wish we were YOU!       11-30-30-15

Horse boarding, $375/mo. From GV/UF 10 
minutes. Dressage, stadium, x-country, day-
time stall, nighttime turnout. Rider housing 
available. Barn Family Program to mitigate 
board and rent. Lessons, schooling op-
portunities. For further information, contact 
Dibbie at Gator Slide Farm, 352-466-3538 or 
gtrslfrm@aol.com. Visitors always welcome.    
1-31-12-51-15

MATH/PHYSICS TUTOR.
PhD in Mathematical Physics.
Tutoring in:
algebra, pre-calculus, calculus, general physics.     
$20/hr. Email Andrew tutelar@instruction.com   
11-27-5-15

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home.  
*Medical, *Business, *Criminal Justice, 
*Hospitality. Job placement assistance. 
Computer available. Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV authorized. Call www.CenturaOnline.
com 888-203-3179    11-20-1-15

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for hands 
on Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if qualified - 
Housing available CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (866)314-3769    11-20-1-15

NURSING CAREERS begin here – Train in 
months, not years. Financial aid if qualified. 
Housing available. Job Placement assis-
tance. Call Centura Institute Orlando
(877) 206-6559   11-20-1-15

AIRLINE CAREERS - Become an Aviation 
Maintenance Tech. FAA approved training. 
Financial aid if qualified - Housing available. 
Job placement assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance (866)314-3769   11-
20-1-15
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Specialists named finalists for national awards
Kicker Caleb Sturgis was named a finalist for the Lou Groza Award, and punter 
Kyle Christy was named a finalist for the Ray Guy Award. Florida is the only 
school to have both specialists selected to the list of three national finalists.

alligatorSports.org
Visit our site during the break for coverage 
of all UF sports, including the football team’s 
game against FSU on Saturday. 

Carlie Needles scored 27 
points and made a school-
record nine threes as UF beat 
North Florida 74-44 on Monday. 
See story, page 16. 

The demise of Hostess would have 
counted Twinkies as one of the 
victims of a tough economy, but it 

would have been good riddance, right? 
Sugar is for the weak.

If you’re craving a cream-filled stick 
of cake, then you are what you crave. 
You don’t even have to eat the damned 
pastry to lose a sense of your manhood. 
Just imagine Will Muschamp scream-
ing in your face: “You’re soft, punk! 
Boom!”

We here at the alligatorSports Brand 
Picks Column are made of tough stuff. 
We’re stalks of celery and carrot sticks 
everybody ignores at the party. No-
body is messing with us!

At least not without some Ranch 
dressing for dipping.

Now onto the picks!

The Fighting Irish (-1.5) will roll, 
pat and mark the Trojans with a “B,” 
and put them in the oven for Brian 
Kelly and me because…

USC has been the most disappoint-
ing team in college football. Lane Kif-
fin was supposed to have a legitimate 
national title contender on his hands. 
You can’t judge a cake by its decora-
tive frosting. Or the frosted tips in Matt 
Barkley’s hair. Notre Dame punches its 
ticket to Miami.

—JOE MORGAN

USC (+1.5) will lift the spirits of 
Twinkie fans against the Irish be-
cause...

Just like Hostess a week ago, these 
Trojans are on the brink of collapse. 
Lane Kiffin’s job security is about as 
solid as the cream filling of a Twinkie. 
But USC has defeated Notre Dame 
nine of the past 10 times and six of the 
past eight times in sunny Los Angeles. 
Grab a Twinkie before they run out, 
Gainesville. Celebrate another Irish 
choke job.

—ADAM PINCUS

Picks
Column

SITE: Doak Campbell Stadium 
(cap. 82,300)

KICKOFF: 3:30 p.m., Saturday 
TV/RADIO: ABC / 850 AM

see PICKs, Page 14

ADAM PINCUS
Alligator Staff Writer

Florida entered the season without a 
clear-cut starter at quarterback. Now the 
same questions return for the Gators as 
they head to Tallahassee for a critical road 
matchup on Saturday in their final regular 
season game of 2012.

Sophomore Jeff Driskel, who started 
nine games under center this season, will 
return from a sprained right ankle he suf-
fered against Louisiana on Nov. 10. Fellow 
sophomore Jacoby Brissett completed 14 of 
22 passes for 154 yards in Saturday’s 23-0 
win against Jacksonville State.

 “We’re going to see how the week goes,” 
coach Will Muschamp said of Driskel’s 
chances of starting. “I don’t know. I know 
right now, based on yesterday, that he will 
play in the game. How much he’s going to 
play, whether he’s going to start, I don’t 
know that right now.”

No. 6 Florida (10-1) must beat No. 10 
Florida State (10-1) at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday 
in order to remain in the national title dis-
cussion. UF is currently ranked No. 4 in the 
BCS. 

The Gators have dropped the past two 
meetings against the Seminoles, including 
a 21-7 loss at home last season after which 
Muschamp called his team “soft.”

The second-year coach feels the Gators’ 
offensive line is better equipped to combat 
the Seminoles’ top-ranked defense.

Florida turned the ball over four times 
and ran for 54 yards last season against 
Florida State. Brissett entered the game at 
the end of the first half.

Driskel gives the Gators a running threat 
at quarterback. 

“That’s coach’s decision,” Brissett said 
on Saturday after defeating Jacksonville 
State. “Hopefully we can get Jeff back fast 
and whatever [Muschamp] decides, be 
ready for.”

As the Gators’ offense contends with the 

nation’s No. 1 defense, UF’s fourth-ranked 
defense has to deal with redshirt senior 
quarterback EJ Manuel, who was a fixture 
in Heisman Trophy discussions earlier this 
season.

David Carr / alligator staff

Quarterback Jeff Driskel (6) carries the ball during Florida’s 27-20 victory against 
Louisiana on Nov. 10 at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium. 

Driskel cleared to play against Florida State

JOSH JURNOVOY
Alligator Staff Writer

Coach Will Muschamp isn’t 
worried about style points.

Although an impressive win 
against Florida State combined 
with a Notre Dame loss on Sat-
urday would likely land UF in 
the national title game, Mus-
champ doesn’t care about mar-
gin of victory.

To him, the Gators’ record 
speaks for itself.

“You play in our league and 
you play in some of the ven-
ues we’ve gone and played in, 
and regardless of what it looks, 

how it looks — my wife told 
me I was sexy after the game,” 
Muschamp said. “We don’t win 
sexy, but she said ‘You’re sexy.’ 
That’s a positive. She was kid-
ding.”

Florida has not had many 
sexy wins this season, and Sat-
urday’s 23-0 victory against 
Jacksonville State wasn’t one of 
them. 

The offense only scored one 
touchdown against the 108th-
ranked defense in the FCS. Eight 
FCS schools scored 23 points or 
more against the Gamecocks 
this season.

The Gators’ average margin 

of victory is 16.3 points — the 
lowest for any of the 11 teams in 
UF history that have won 10 or 
more games in a single season.

Defensive tackle Omar Hunt-
er said the players are fine with 

winning tight games.
“That’s just our style,” Hunt-

er said. 
“That’s just how we play 

football. We love winning those 
hard-fought games. Those are 
the games that really show peo-
ple how tough this football team 
is, the ones that go in the fourth 
quarter. You have to battle your 
way through.”

Muschamp reiterated that he 
wanted his team to avoid focus-
ing on other games. 

The Gators need only worry 
about beating the Seminoles on 
Saturday. 

“We’ve got to take care of 
business Saturday,” Muschamp 
said. 

Muschamp, Gators fine with winning ugly

see NOTes, Page 14

see DRIsKeL, Page 15

Average margin of victory is 16.3 points
“That’s just how we play 

football. We love winning 
those hard-fought games. 
Those are the games that 

really show people how 
tough this football team 

is, the ones that go in the 
fourth quarter.”

Omar Hunter
UF defensive tackle



“That’s my message for our football 
team today at 3 o’clock. Let’s under-
stand what’s at stake and what’s impor-
tant, and that’s focusing on the game.”

Seminoles’ front: Florida State boasts 
one of the nation’s top pass rushes.

Seminoles defensive ends Cornellius 
Carradine and Bjoern Werner are tied 
for eighth and 12th in the country in 

sacks, respectively. 
Carradine has recorded 10.5 sacks 

this season, while Werner is only one 
behind.

Florida ranks 109th in the country 
with 32 sacks allowed. 

Florida State ranks No. 24 in the 
country with 28 sacks this season. The 
Seminoles also boast the nation’s No. 5 
pass defense, allowing 165.6 yards per 
game on an NCAA-best 4.9 yards per 
attempt. 

“Carradine and Werner are the two 
ends that you know kind of start it for 
them,” Muschamp said. 

“They’re really good pass rushers. 
They create vertical separation, and 
they do a nice job of creating some 
problems.”

Injury update: Offensive tackle Chaz 
Green and fullback Hunter Joyer should 
both be ready to play against Florida 
State on Saturday, Muschamp said on 
Monday. 

Both players are expected to return 
to practice today.

Green left Saturday’s game with an 
ankle injury and Joyer sat for nearly the 
entire game after suffering a left thigh 
injury on Florida’s first offensive play.

Muschamp added that linebacker 
Neiron Ball and wide receiver Andre 
Debose would return to practice today 
and play on Saturday. 

Ball didn’t play against Jacksonville 
State on Saturday after suffering an 
ankle injury the previous week against 
Louisiana.

Debose has not played since Oct. 27 
against Georgia after injuring his knee 
in practice on Nov. 1.

Contact Josh Jurnovoy at jjurnovoy@
alligator.org.
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Greg Luca:
1. Johnny Manziel

2. Marqise Lee

3. Manti Te’o

4. Tajh Boyd, Clemson

5. Collin Klein

Adam Pincus: 
1. Johnny Manziel

2. Collin Klein

3. Manti Te’o

4. Marqise Lee

5. Braxton Miller

Josh Jurnovoy:
1. Johnny Manziel

2. Manti Te’o

3. Marqise Lee

4. Tajh Boyd

5. Collin Klein

Joe Morgan:
1. Johnny Manziel

2. Braxton Miller

3. Manti Te’o

4. Collin Klein

5. Jarvis Jones, Georgia

4. � Collin Klein, Kansas State 
quarterback (8 points): 155.0 passer 
rating, 2,311 yards, 66.7 comple-
tion percentage, 14 touchdowns, 6 
interceptions; 792 rushing yards, 4.6 
yards per carry, 20 touchdowns.

Klein’s campaign 
took a major hit as 
Kansas State suf-
fered its fi rst loss of 
the season, 52-24 
to Baylor. Klein 
matched his inter-
ception total from 
the Wildcats’ fi rst 

10 games by tossing three against 
the Bears. Klein also completed 27 
of 50 passes for 286 yards and two 
touchdowns while rushing 17 times 
for 39 yards and a score.  Klein’s 20 
rushing touchdowns are tied for No. 
2 in the NCAA.

5. �� Braxton Miller, Ohio State 
quarterback (5 points): 137.1 passer 
rating, 1,850 yards, 56.8 completion 
percentage, 14 touchdowns, 6 intercep-
tions; 1,214 rushing yards, 5.9 yards 
per carry, 13 touchdowns. 

In a week of disap-
pointing performances 
for Heisman hopefuls, 
Miller was only mildly 
underwhelming in 
Ohio State’s 21-14 
overtime win at Wis-
consin. He completed 

10 of 18 passes for 97 yards and 
notched 23 carries for 48 yards, failing 
to record a touchdown for the fi rst time 
all season. Miller ranks third nationally 
among quarterbacks with 110.4 rush-
ing yards per game.

 

1. � Johnny Manziel, Texas A&M 
quarterback (20 points): 155.1 passer 
rating, 3,047 yards, 67.7 completion 
percentage, 21 touchdowns, 7 intercep-
tions; 1,114 rushing yards, 6.5 yards 
per carry, 17 touchdowns.

Manziel continued to 
stuff the stat sheet in 
Texas A&M’s 47-28 
drubbing of Sam 
Houston State. The 
freshman sensation 
completed 14 of 20 
passes for 267 yards 
and three touchdowns 
with an interception. 

He also ran 16 times for 100 yards and 
two scores. In the process, he became 
the fi rst freshman in NCAA history 
to pass for 3,000 yards and rush for 
1,000.

3. � Marqise Lee, USC wide 
receiver (9 points): 107 receptions, 
1,605 receiving yards, 15.0 yards 
per catch, 14 touchdowns; 107 
rushing yards, 9.7 yards per carry. 

Lee continued to 
put up monster 
numbers as the 
Trojans continued 
to slide. Although 
USC fell 38-28 
to UCLA for its 
fourth loss of the 

season, Lee made nine catches 
for 158 yards and a touchdown. 
The sophomore has eight games 
with at least 100 yards and seven 
games with double-digit catches. 
He leads the nation in both recep-
tions and receiving yards. 

OUR 
RANKINGS

HEISMAN WATCH

* The number in 
parentheses next to each 
name indicates how many 
points each candidate
received from the 
alligatorSports columnists.

2. � Manti Te’o, Notre Dame 
linebacker (13 points): 98 tackles, 5.5 
tackles for loss, 1.5 sacks, 6 intercep-
tions, 4 pass breakups, 10 pass defl ec-
tions, 4 quarterback hurries, 2 fumble 
recoveries.

Te’o notched 
another strong 
performance as 
Notre Dame stayed 
undefeated with a 
38-0 win against 
Wake Forest. The 
senior linebacker 

notched six more tackles and is now 
tied for No. 46 nationally with 98. 
He also ranks second in the NCAA 
with six interceptions. 

David Carr / Alligator Staff

Florida coach Will Muschamp walks around The Swamp and waves to the 
fans after his team’s 27-20 victory against Lousiana on Nov. 10.

Leading off with a 58-38 record is Rivals.
com’s Bryan “I’m Not Embarrassed” Holt, 
who refused to admit his hometown of Tampa 
has let him down by flat-out refusing to attend 
the Buccaneers’ biggest game of the season 
against division rival Atlanta this weekend. 
Tampa just won a thriller to move to 6-4, but 
more than 7,400 tickets remained as of press 
time. Hey, Holt, if a cannon fires at Raymond 
James but no one is there to hear it, did it really 
make a sound?

Ranking second at 55-41 is the Miami Her-
ald’s Matt “It’s only two tires, bro” Watts, who 
actually asked a colleague for two tires off his 
car so Wattsy could go pick up his impounded 
whip, which has two flats. If Watts ever needs 
a kidney transplant, don’t get too close to him. 
He may not ask permission next time.

Sporting bronze at 53-43 is alligatorSports 
editor Greg “I eat quarterbacks for breakfast!” 
Luca, whose obsession with Jadeveon Clowney 
has transcended fandom. Luca constantly 
shoves past people at the office like they’re a 
bunch of helpless Xavier Nixons while bellow-
ing primal yells. Greg, you’re a 5-foot-9 white 
kid. Embrace who you are, man.

In fourth with a 52-44 record is The Associ-
ated Press’ Mark “Let’s make fun of the South!” 
Long, who took a little too much pleasure in 
watching a YouTube video of some Alabama 
fans celebrating Oregon’s loss on Saturday. 
Mark, we already know you live vicariously 
through down-on-their-luck Southerners. Just 
don’t be so blatant about it, you Honey-Boo-
Boo wannabe.

Kicking off the latter half of the standings 
at 50-46 is alligatorSports writer Josh “Matt E-
llama is good at football” Jurnovoy, who still 
cannot pronounce the name of the Gators’ star 
safety after covering the team for more than 
three months. We would insult you further, but 
frankly this is just sad.

Sitting in sixth with a 49-47 record is the 
Palm Beach Post’s Jason “Room temperature 
flow” Lieser, who believes 65 degrees is just 
too damn cold for a run. Hey, Jason, there are 
these great indoor facilities people use called 
gymnasiums. Or you could just man up, you 
Twinkie.

Avoiding the cellar at 46-50 is alligatorSports 
assistant editor Joe “You clearly just don’t un-
derstand the politics of Valdosta” Morgan, 
who berated a columnist from the Valdosta 
Daily Times for having the audacity to suggest 
that something should be done to improve Val-
dosta State’s attendance. Nobody goes because 
nobody cares about Valdosta football. Grow up 
and get over it. 

And in dead-ass last with a piss-poor record 
of 44-52 is alligatorSports.org editor Adam 
Daniel Pincus, who is, uh, himself. Boom! 
Roasted.

PICKS, from page 13

  BH  MW  GL  ML
UF at FSU (-7)         UF    UF    FSU   FSU
ND at USC (+1.5) USC  USC    ND     ND  ND
MICH at OSU (-4.5)     OSU    OSU    OSU    OSU
GT at UGA (-13)           UGA    UGA    UGA    UGA
ORE at ORST (+10.5)   ORE    ORST   ORE    ORST
AUB at BAMA (-31.5)   BAMA  BAMA  BAMA  BAMA
SCAR at CLEM (-4)      SCAR    CLEM   SCAR   CLEM
STAN at UCLA (+1.5)   STAN   STAN   STAN    STAN

  JJ  JL  JM  AP
UF at FSU (-7)   FSU     UF       UF       UF
ND at USC (+1.5)        ND        ND      ND      USC
MICH at OSU (-4.5)               OSU      OSU    OSU     MICH
GT at UGA (-13)     UGA      UGA     UGA     GT
ORE at ORST (+10.5)    ORE      ORE     ORE     ORE
AUB at BAMA (-31.5)  BAMA  BAMA  BAMA  BAMA
SCAR at CLEM (-4)  CLEM    CLEM   CLEM  SCAR
STAN at UCLA (+1.5)  STAN    STAN    STAN     UCLA

Florida to face dominant pass-rush duo
NOTES, from page 13
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FLORIDA offense vs. FLORIDA STATE defense

FLORIDA defense vs. FLORIDA STATE offense
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FB Hunter Joyer (thigh)
WR/KR Andre Debose 
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Florida needs best game 
to top dominant FSU

  Manuel, who has 21 touchdowns against six interceptions, 
has played like a senior quarterback should play, Muschamp 
said. 

  The second-year starter averages 270 total yards per game.
  “Every week we’ve been facing pretty much a quarterback 

that can run and is physical, can step up in the pocket and take 
hits,” linebacker Jon Bostic said. “This will be no different.”

  Since losing to N.C. State in Raleigh, N.C., on Oct. 6, the 
Seminoles have averaged 40.2 points per game. While the 
Seminoles’ offense has recovered since the early season loss, 
the Gators’ offense has been stuck in a rut.

  Florida takes pride in sustaining long drives but has con-
verted eight of 38 third-down tries the past three games. 

  “We have to play our best game against FSU,” Brissett said. 
“We have to come out sharper on fi rst and second down. ... 
We have to be sharper in the red zone.”

  Saturday marks the 57th meeting between Florida and FSU.  
Both teams have top-fi ve defenses. 

  Muschamp isn’t interested in speculating on who will take 
the snaps at Doak Campbell Stadium. He’s focused on devel-
oping a game plan, no matter who Florida’s quarterback is.

  “I met with the offensive staff [Monday] morning about ... 
the things we’re going to need to do in the game to be success-
ful,” Muschamp said. “We’ll detail that as the week goes.”

  Contact Adam Pincus at apincus@alligator.org. 

DRISKEL, from page 13
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LANDON WATNICK
Alligator Writer

In his first game back from a three-game suspen-
sion, Scottie Wilbekin was an integral part of a key 
Gators run.

With 12:32 remaining in the second half, the junior 
point guard studied his options at the top of the key 
and then dished the ball to redshirt senior guard Mike 
Rosario. As Wilbekin beat a Middle Tennessee de-
fender on a backdoor cut, Rosario lobbed him the ball 
for an easy lay-in. 

The score capped off a 10-0 run, increasing Flori-
da’s lead to 42-28 and helping it distance itself from 
Middle Tennessee in a 66-45 win on Sunday. After the 
Blue Raiders called timeout, Wilbekin’s teammates 
embraced him. 

“[Wilbekin] gave us a little boost,” junior forward 
Will Yeguete said. “We really missed him, and I’m 
glad he’s back now.”

In 23 minutes off the bench, Wilbekin finished with 
eight points on 3-of-6 shooting. The effort was only 
three points shy of his career best, which came Nov. 
18, 2010, against North Carolina A&T in Wilbekin’s 
third career game.

He also tallied three assists, two steals and two 
turnovers against Middle Tennessee.

“This was a game that was maybe up his alley a 
little bit, because I think Scottie is a tough, physical, 
hard-nosed kid,” coach Billy Donovan said. “That’s 
the way Middle Tennessee State plays. (It was) just a 
game where Scottie was able to do some good things 
for us in the minutes he played.”

Wilbekin struggled to find any rhythm in the first 
period but bounced back with a six-point, turnover-
free second half.

Donovan suspended Wilbekin for undisclosed 
reasons on Nov. 8, one day before Florida’s season 
opener against Georgetown aboard the USS Bataan 
in Jacksonville. Wilbekin rejoined the team on Friday 
after missing victories against Alabama State and Wis-

consin. 
“I’m not too much of a prideful guy, but it was 

really humbling seeing the team do great, because it 
proves I’m not bigger than the team and no player is 
bigger than the team,” Wilbekin said. 

Before the season, Wilbekin was slated to start at 
point guard. Since Wilbekin’s suspension, senior Ken-
ny Boynton, a natural shooting guard, has occupied 
the position.

Donovan said Wilbekin would have to earn the 
starting role. He will come off the bench again when 
No. 7 Florida (3-0) hosts Savannah State (3-2) tonight 
at 7 in the O’Connell Center.

“I’m not thinking too much about that — starter or 
come off the bench,” Wilbekin said. “I’m still going to 
play, and I’m still going to work hard. It is what it is.”

Alex Catalano / Alligator Staff

Guard Scottie Wilbekin (5) drives against Middle 
Tennessee in UF’s 66-45 win on Sunday in Tampa.  

Junior solid in return from suspension

PHILLIP HEILMAN
Alligator Writer

Facing an opponent from 
the Sunshine State for the sec-
ond consecutive game, redshirt 
freshman Carlie Needles made 
it rain Monday night.

Needles scored 27 points, 
boosted by a school-record  
nine three-pointers on 17 at-
tempts, to help Florida (3-1) 
beat North Florida (0-4) 74-44 
in the O’Connell Center. With 
the win, UF bounced back 
from Tuesday’s 98-67 loss to 
Florida State.

“My teammates really 
looked for me,” said Needles, 
who did not know she broke 
the program record. “Without 
them, I wouldn’t have shot the 
ball well.”

In Florida’s first three 
games, Needles averaged just 
4.7 points per game and at-
tempted only 12 threes. Her 27 
points more than tripled her 
previous career high of seven. 

The nine threes tied 
Needles for second most in 
Southeastern Conference his-
tory and broke Bridget Pettis’ 
UF record. Pettis made eight 
threes against Georgia on Jan. 
20, 1993, and held the record 
alone before Needles’ historic 
night.

“When she got hot, we just 
didn’t do a very good job of 
finding her in her zone,” North 
Florida coach Mary Tappmey-

er said. “She’s a phenomenal 
shooter, and if you let that kind 
of shooter get her feet set, she 
is going to knock them down 
on you.”

Florida trailed 5-2 four min-
utes into the first half before 
taking command of the game 
with a 19-0 run.  

“I didn’t like the way we 
started the ball game,” Butler 
said. “It was defense, though, 
that turned the tides. We dug 
our heels in and decided we 
were not going to play even.”

Needles’ 
performance 
came in the 
absence of 
f r e s h m a n 
C h a n d l e r 
C o o p e r , 
perhaps the 
Gators’ best 
three-point 

shooter. 
Cooper missed the game af-

ter suffering a strained arch in 
her left foot last week. 

Butler said she hopes to 
have Cooper back in the lineup 
when Florida faces N.C. State 
on Friday at  the South Point 
Thanksgiving Shootout in Las 
Vegas.  

If not, the Gators may have 
found a new shooter to lead 
the team.

“There was nothing that 
was lucky or [a fluke],” Butler 
said. “[Needles] did a great job, 
and every shot she took was a 
good shot.”

Guard sets UF record 
with nine 3-pointers

“I’m not too much of a prideful guy, but 
it was really humbling seeing the team do 

great, because it proves I’m not bigger than 
the team.”

Scottie Wilbekin
UF guard

Needles
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