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Gainesville residents Jessica Canterbury, 24, left, and Shane Russell, 24, right, participate in a candlelight vigil 
for missing UF student Christian Aguilar on the corner of Southwest 13th Street and West University Avenue. 
Aguilar went missing on Sept. 20, and numerous police and volunteer led searches have turned up nothing.

CHRIS ALCANTARA
Alligator Writer

As early evening traffi c bustled 
through the intersection of South-
west 13th Street and University 
Avenue on Thursday night, doz-
ens of fl ickering candles illumi-
nated the northeast corner of UF’s 
campus.

About 30 people, most of whom 
had never met 
Christian Agui-
lar, crowded 
around a make-
shift memorial. 
Two banners, 
each featuring 
a picture of him 
smiling, hung on 

a brick wall.
The Rev. William H. Russell Jr., 

from the United New Testament 
Church International, initiated the 
evening vigil with a prayer.

Despite the traffi c making him 
hard to hear, people packed tightly 
around Russell, 51, to listen as he 

spoke about Aguilar, the 18-year-
old UF freshman who went miss-
ing Sept. 20.

Russell said he has never met 
Aguilar, but from what friends and 
family have told him about the for-
mer Miami resident, he described 
Aguilar as someone “I would have 
been proud to have known.”

Russell’s brief speech centered 
around a common theme: instill-
ing hope of fi nding Aguilar.

“Chris has not been forgot-
ten,” Russell said. “Chris will be 
found.”

But at this point, nearly a month 
after Aguilar went missing, police 
and many volunteers have shifted 
their focus to recovering his body.

Pedro Bravo, an 18-year-old 
Santa Fe College student, was 
recently indicted by an Alachua 
County grand jury on murder and 
kidnapping charges. He remains 
in the Alachua County Jail.

At Thursday’s vigil, Susan 
Joyner, 49, said she felt connected 

Candlelight vigil held 
for missing UF student

SEE VIGIL, PAGE 4

SAMANTHA SHAVELL
Alligator Staff Writer

Lauren Munsey wrote “Love is Love!!” in 
black marker on a door Thursday. She’s het-
erosexual, but her sister is gay.

“Straight against hate,” the 19-year-old 
public relations junior said.

Munsey was one of about 120 people who 
participated in a UF- and Pride Student Union-
sponsored National Coming Out Day event on 
the Plaza of the Americas.

People could write on a white door or take a 
picture in front of it with a sign declaring their 
sexual orientation or gender identity. Organiz-
ers had pre-printed signs, but in order to create 
an inclusive environment, they also gave the 
attendees the option of writing in their own 
identities, said event director Shawn Janetzke.

Sexual orientation is typically defi ned as 
what characteristics someone is sexually or 
romantically attracted to, and gender identity 
refers to how people view their own gender.

National Coming Out Day started in 1988, 
and it is always held on the anniversary of 
the National March on Washington for Les-
bian and Gay Rights, according to the Human 
Rights Campaign website.

This is the fi rst year at UF that students 
were able to sign a door to emphasize they are 
“coming out of the closet,” Janetzke said.

The 19-year-old criminology and psychol-
ogy sophomore came up with the idea of hav-
ing people sign the door after seeing it online. 
He said he wanted something visual and con-
crete.

Andrew Garcia, Pride’s internal vice presi-
dent, said the day is about people fi rmly es-
tablishing that they are out and proud. The 
18-year-old art history, Eastern and Central 
European studies, and sociology sophomore 
said it’s also about showing those who might 
not be out yet that they have a community that 
supports them. 

He said he came out as gay two years ago.

Students celebrate National 
Coming Out Day on the plaza

� THE FESTIVAL IS EXPECTED TO 
DRAW ABOUT 100,000 PEOPLE.

ELLEN VILLAFUERTE
Alligator Contributing Writer

Artists and art lovers alike will 
fl ock to Gainesville this weekend for 
the city’s 31st annual Downtown Fes-
tival & Art Show.

The festival, which will be from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, is 
among the most popular city-hosted 
events and is expected to draw about 
100,000 people, said Linda Piper, city 
events coordinator.

“This is something that is highly 
anticipated each year,” Piper said.

To kick off the two-day festival, the 
city will host a concert at 8 p.m. today 
on Bo Diddley Community Plaza.

Gainesville’s annual arts festival is 
Florida’s third-best art festival based 
on art sales, Piper said. 

She said the festival is also ranked 
as the 13th-best fi ne arts show in the 
country.

About 600 artists apply to be a part 
of the festival, and less than half are 
selected, Piper said.

“We end up with 250 of the na-
tion’s best artists,” she said.

Artists will be showcasing their 
work, including photography, paint-
ings and jewelry.

“Nothing can be better than the 
Downtown Arts Festival to do just 
that,” she said.

The event will extend from the 
Hippodrome State Theatre to City 
Hall. There will be three stages for 
live performances, including a blues 
concert starting at 7 p.m. Saturday.

“This festival started out very 
small and just got bigger and bigger 
each year and has brought the com-
munity together,” Piper said. “Now 
it’s like throwing a party for 100,000 
of your closest friends.”

Annual art festival returns

SEE PRIDE, PAGE 4

“We end up with 250 of the 
nation’s best artists.”

Linda Piper
city events coordinator

Aguilar
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The Alligator strives to be 
accurate and clear in its  news 
reports and editorials. 
If you find an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
or email editor@alligator.org. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Polski Skol — Casual Polish 

meet-up
Meet other students and talk in 
Polish. Learn to speak Polish 
or to speak it better. Meet to-
day from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. in 
the lounge at the Reitz Union 
(next to the Career Resource 
Center). Email Anna Muller at 
anmuller@ufl.edu for more in-
formation.

Conflict Resolution Week peace 
talk
James O’Dea is a renowned fig-
ure in international social heal-
ing who has conducted healing 
and reconciliation dialogues 
for 20 years and was direc-
tor of Amnesty International’s 
Washington, D.C., office for 
more than 10 years. He is also 
author of “Cultivating Peace: 
Becoming a 21st Century 
Peace Ambassador.” He will 
be giving a talk entitled “New 
Paradigms in Peacebuilding: 
When Justice Heals and a 
Culture of Peace Prevails in the 
Graham Gallery” (in the resi-
dence hall upstairs) at 2 p.m. 
today as a part of UF’s  Conflict 
Resolution Week. For more in-
formation, visit www.ufsa.ufl.
edu/news/comments/con-
flict_resolution_week.

Creation Delusion? Faith, Reason 
and Earth History
Was the world created? What 
about archaeology and geol-
ogy? Go to the Ocora at Pugh 
Hall today at 7 p.m. for a lively 
discussion with Art Chadwick, 
Ph.D. A different seminar will 
be presented each night. This 
event is free and open to the 
public. Chadwick obtained his 
doctorate from the University 
of Miami in 1969 and is a re-
search professor of biology 
and geology at Southwestern 
Adventist University. He is di-
recting the excavation of one of 
the largest dinosaur sites in the 
world. For more information, 
visit www.acmuf.org or www.
facebook.com/acmuf.

Coalition of Immokalee Workers 
hosts farmworker “immer-
sion” trip
A group of UF students and 
local residents will travel to 
Immokalee from today and 
Saturday to participate in a farm-
worker “immersion” trip spon-
sored by Gainesville’s Interfaith 
Alliance for Immigrant Justice 
and UF’s Institute of Hispanic-
Latino Cultures. Hosted by 
the Coalition of Immokalee 
Workers, the trip will offer 
participants the opportunity 
to learn more about farmwork-
ers’ work conditions, fair-food 
organizing and consumers’ 
impacts on the struggle for fair 
food. Ten spots are available 
for individuals who would like 
to attend. The cost is $20 a per-
son, which will cover food and 
gas expenses. Interested peo-
ple must contact Eric Castillo, 
Ph.D., the institute’s director, 
as soon as possible. Car owners 
who are willing to drive will be 
reimbursed for gas. For more 

successfully re-enter the work-
force. Topics covered at the fair 
will include resume updating, 
interviewing skills, profession-
al dress, budgeting and more. 
The fair will consist of tables 
and workshops. Participants 
may come and go throughout 
the day, and lunch will be pro-
vided.

Apply to be a part of Gatorship
Gatorship is a unique leader-
ship experience for students at 
UF. Designed as a thought-pro-
voking weekend retreat with 
team building activities and 
group discussions, Gatorship’s 
focus is to identify current lead-
ership issues in a multicultural 
society both at UF and in the 
community. The event is held 
during Spring. Applications 
are online at www.multicul-
tural.ufl.edu/gatorship and 
are due Oct. 24.

Life Planning Seminar
You are never too young or too 
old, too rich or too poor to start 
planning for your future. With 
that in mind, the Roark Law 
Firm and Ryan Z. Westerburg 
of Merrill Lynch Wealth 
Management will host a free 
and open discussion about 
wills, trusts, living wills, fi-
nancial planning and the other 
steps people can take to reduce 
the burdens that the death or 
incapacity of a loved one cre-
ates Oct. 17 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at the Millhopper Branch 
Library, 3145 NW 43rd St. They 
will talk about what happens 
when people die or become 
incapacitated in Florida and 
will touch on things that every 
parent should have in place 
for their children. They will 
also discuss important aspects 
of financial planning, saving 
and planning for retirement. 
Drinks, snacks and a compli-
mentary life-planning binder 
will be provided, and a Q&A 
session will follow the talk.  

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject line 
to skinonen@alligator.org. To 
ensure publication in the next 
day’s newspaper, please submit 
the event before 5 p.m. Please 
model your submissions after 
above events. Improperly for-
matted “What’s Happening” 
submissions may not appear 
in the paper. Press releases will 
not appear in the paper.

information, email ericc@
multicultural.ufl.edu.

Pledge 5 Foundation Service 
Social at St. Francis House
Join the Pledge 5 Foundation 
as it gives back to the commu-
nity Sunday from 9:45 a.m. to 
1 p.m. It will serve lunch to the 
St. Francis House residents in 
Gainesville. As always, the 
group will head to EndZone 
Bar and Grill afterward for 
food and drinks courtesy of 
the Pledge 5 Foundation. For 
more information, join the 
event at www.facebook.com/
events/320922324627735.

Join Recurso UF for a Month of 
Microfinancing
Come out on Tuesday at 6:30 
p.m. in Pugh Hall to learn 
about both local and global 
economic development, with 
a discussion on microfinanc-
ing and the United Nations’ 
contribution to the cause. 
Also, learn how you can 
get involved in the cause. 
Help launch Recurso’s first 
Mircofinance Team by pledg-
ing a donation to a third-
world entrepreneur of your 
choice.

Authors @ UF featuring 
Professor Richard Scher
Why is it so difficult to vote 
in America? Are you voting 
in November? Are you sure? 
There will be a conversation 
on historical voting barri-
ers, like literacy tests, poll 
taxes and more current ob-
stacles Tuesday in Smathers 
Library (East) Room 1A at 
5:30 p.m. Come out for an 
informative hour on a con-
troversial topic at the heart 
of American democracy and 
the 2012 elections. Drawing 
from his award-winning 
new book, “The Politics 
of Disenfranchisement,” 
Richard K. Scher will discuss 
the tradition of restricting or 
denying voting rights to large 
numbers of Americans. The 
event is free and open to the 
public. Refreshments will be 
served.

Enactus hosts “Career 180” ca-
reer fair
“Career 180” is Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Center for Innovation and 
Economic Development. The 
fair is targeted toward indi-
viduals looking to re-enter 
the workforce. “Career 180” 
will present many of the is-
sues Gainesville commu-
nity members must consider 
during the job search. It’s an 
opportunity to connect with 
local resources, to network, 
to explore job options, and to 
gain the confidence needed to 
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to the Aguilar family —  her 19-year-old son attends 
college in Oklahoma.

Joyner said she doesn’t usually follow missing 
person stories, but the Aguilar case was different. 

“This one really spoke to me personally,” she 
said.

The search party has a Facebook group — now 
about 14,000 members strong — and with each old 
picture of Aguilar they post, his personality seems 
to shine through the screen, touching people like 
28-year-old Alisha King.

“You feel like you missed out on somebody be-
cause he was someone who you really wanted to 
know,” she said.

The vigil was one of three simultaneous gather-
ings scheduled for Thursday. 

Angela LaPiana, a 19-year-old political science 
senior, said about 200 people attended the vigil in 
Doral. A third was held with Aguilar’s extended 
family in Cali, Colombia.

Back in Gainesville, a supporter taped an Iron 
Man picture onto the wall, a tribute to Aguilar’s fa-
vorite superhero, LaPiana said.

“He’s been able to touch so many lives,” she said. 
“He’s not a superhero, but a super human being.”

Contact Chris Alcantara at calcantara@alligator.org. 
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Olivia DeMonte, a 20-year-old psychology and women’s studies junior, lifts up Iain 
Randall, a 19-year-old engineering sophomore, during National Coming Out Day.  

The event is about raising awareness
Bobby Brito signed “5 years out 

and proud” on the door. The 19-year-
old political science sophomore said 
his coming out wasn’t too difficult 
because his family was accepting.

“It’s a huge weight lifted off your 
shoulders,” he said.

Jessie Pincus, who is the director 
of Pride Awareness Month, said the 
day is about awareness.

“It’s not necessarily a day to come 
out, but celebrating those who have 
come out and those who will come 
out, and our allies that support us,” 
said the 22-year-old advertising se-
nior.

Pincus came out freshman year 
but said she was nervous because she 
is a member of Alpha Epsilon Phi so-
rority.

“But everybody responded posi-
tively,” she said.

Contact Samantha Shavell at 
sshavell@alligator.org. 

PridE, from page 1

ViGil, from page 1

Vigils were held in 
Miami, Colombia

� THE PROJECT SHOWCASED 
AT THE HARN MUSEUM ON 
THURSDAY.

KATHRYN VARN
Alligator Contributing Writer

Feeling the moon’s gravitational 
pull or bonds between water mol-
ecules is now within grasp — liter-
ally.

By combining haptics and nano-
technology, the Digital Worlds In-
stitute in collaboration with Curtis 
Taylor, a UF professor of mechani-

cal and aerospace engineering and 
a nanotechnology expert, has made 
it possible for people to feel these 
reactions.

The project, called HAPNAN, 
was showcased Thursday night at 
the Harn Museum’s “Art in Engi-
neering” event.

Haptics refers to the ability to 
feel a force or texture in a virtual 
environment, according to an email 
from James Oliverio, director of the 
Digital Worlds Institute. Nanotech-
nology refers to research, develop-
ment and manufacturing activity 
with matter and processes that are 

too small for the eye to see, he said.
Oliverio said he, Taylor and 

Digital Worlds’ graduate students 
worked on the project and hope to 
use the technology to enhance learn-
ing in middle school classrooms.

Oliverio likened HAPNAN to a 
“serious video game.” For example, 
students can use the mouse to pull 
a cowbell-shaped object off the 
moon’s surface and then pull the 
same object off the Earth’s surface, 
in order to compare the planets’ 
gravitational pulls.

Patrick Terry, a 20-year-old ma-
terials science and engineering ju-

nior, said he thinks the technology 
has potential to help students make 
sense of ideas he learned from text-
books.

“Trying to find a new way to 
get people to understand things 
is always great,” Terry said. “I can 
imagine that it definitely has poten-

tial to be a helpful medium to learn 
those concepts.”

Oliverio said the project will 
initially be implemented in local 
schools, but because the National 
Science Foundation funded the 
prototype development, HAPNAN 
should eventually make a national 
impact.

“Humans can often learn more 
in a multimodal context than a sin-
gle mode like reading alone,” Oli-
verio said. “When more than one 
sense is involved in the acquisition 
of knowledge, we can learn more 
deeply.” 

UF professor’s project allows people to feel the moon’s pull

“Trying to find a new way 
to get people to understand 

things is always great.”
Patrick Terry

materials science and engineering 
junior

“It’s not necessarily a day 
to come out, but celebrating 

those who have come out 
and those who will come out, 

and our allies that support 
us.”

Jessie Pincus
advertising senior
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Madison, a 4-year-old undergoing treatment for leukemia at Shands Hospital for Children at UF, 
holds her pink pumpkin on Wednesday morning as part of an event for patients and families.

� ONE IN EIGHT WOMEN WILL 
BE DIAGNOSED WITH BREAST     
CANCER DURING HER LIFTETIME. 

RACHEL JONES
Alligator Contributing Writer

Shands at UF will hold its first Pink 
Pumpkin Fest — an event that includes 
the Pink Pumpkin Pedal-Off, the Pink 
Pumpkin Painting Party and other fes-
tivities — Saturday on the lawn of the 
Cancer Genetics Research Complex, at 
the corner of Archer Road and Gale Le-
merand Drive.

Proceeds will benefit the Shands at 
UF Triple Negative Breast Cancer Re-
search Fund.

“When you think of the homegrown 
movement, buy local movement, this is 
a great extension of that,” said Lindy 
Brounley, the event coordinator and 
communications director for the UF 
Shands Cancer Center.

Last year, the Pink Pumpkin Paint-
ing Party attracted 500 people, and 
there was one table setup for the event. 
This year, more than 1,000 people are 

expected to attend, and there will be 17 
exhibits, Brounley said. Breast, cervical 
and ovarian cancer screenings will be 
available at the Florida Department of 
Health exhibit.

The purpose is to raise awareness 
about early detection of breast cancer 
through mammography and once-a-
month self-breast exams, Brounley 
said.

The American Cancer Society esti-
mates one in eight women will receive 
a diagnosis of breast cancer in her 
lifetime, and each year about 40,000 
women die from it, according to its 
website. 

An estimated 30 percent of these 
deaths could be prevented if women 
older than 50 received annual mammo-
grams, Brounley said.

Lizzy Jenkins, an 18-year-old health 
science freshman, said she was inter-
ested in participating in the Pedal-Off. 
She used to do charity events in high 
school.

More details about Saturday’s 
events are available at www.ufand-
shands.org/pinkpumpkinfest.

Shands to host pumpkin-themed breast cancer awareness event

CHRIS ALCANTARA
Alligator Writer

A Gainesville man connected to 
a rape earlier this week was arrested 
Wednesday night.

Gainesville Police arrested John 
Henry Boyd III, 32, on sexual assault 
and robbery charges, according a 
GPD arrest report.

GPD spokesman Ben Tobias, Sgt. 
John Nabet and the arrest report 
gave the following account:

At about 7 p.m. Tuesday, Boyd 
and a 36-year-old woman were 

drinking beer together in the woods 
behind the Elk’s Lodge building in 
the 500 block of Southwest Fourth 
Avenue.

The two are acquaintances and 
have been known to drink together.

Boyd gave the woman a pill and 
told her to swallow it with her drink. 
After hanging out for a while, Boyd 
wanted to have sex with the woman. 
She refused.

Boyd punched the woman in the 
face, knocking her onto the ground. 
He then raped her in the woods.

When GPD officers arrived to 

the scene, they found the woman, 
who was intoxicated and unable to 
remember her name or what hap-

pened to her.
An ambu-

lance rushed her 
to Shands at UF 
while officers can-
vassed the woods, 
where they found 
the woman’s bi-
cycle and bag.

At the hospital 
later that night, the woman told de-
tectives she was raped by a man she 

knew only as “J.B.” and identified 
Boyd through a six-person photo-
graph lineup.

Police received information that 
the woman and Boyd go to St. Fran-
cis House, a homeless shelter on 
South Main Street, frequently.

A shelter employee told detec-
tives Wednesday that Boyd and the 
woman were in the building early 
Tuesday afternoon and knew Boyd’s 
girlfriend, Tia Morton.

Detectives interviewed Morton, 
35, and mentioned Boyd’s alleged 
rape.

On Wednesday, Morton found 
Boyd on Bo Diddley Community 
Plaza and called police. Boyd fled, 
and police established a perimeter 
around the plaza.

An officer contacted two women 
in the French Courtyards Apartment 
complex, saying that Boyd was hid-
ing in one of their apartments.

Police arrested Boyd and booked 
him into Alachua County Jail at 8:28 
p.m. As of Thursday night, Boyd re-
mained in jail with a $70,000 bond.

Contact Chris Alcantara at calcan-
tara@alligator.org.

Gainesville man arrested in connection with rape, robbery

Boyd

crIMe
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Today’s question: Do you plan on attending the art 
festival?

114 TOTAL VOTES

83% YES
17% NO

Thursday’s question: Have you ever 
watched an episode of “Seinfeld”?

It seems like the fall season is supposed to start with new 
episodes of TV shows, but instead it didn’t start until this week 
when the weather fi nally changed. Thank goodness it did, 
though, because Floridians can only own so many tank tops be-
fore we start to look funny.

This brings us to the the-deadline-for-voter-registration-
fi nally-passed-you-can-tell-because-there-are-a-lot-fewer-clip-
boards-on-campus edition of...

Darts & Laurels
Remember our editorial this week about weird stuff that 

happens in Florida? Gov. Rick Scott is one of those things. Our 
governor gave the phone number to a phone sex hotline instead 
of the phone number to the health department during a press 
conference about the meningitis outbreak. We give a nice-try-
but-Voldemort-can’t-trick-us-that-easily DART to Gov. Scott. 
It’s like the time the Internet believed that Rick Santorum had 
the app for Grindr on his phone. Only this time, it’s real. 

Kudos to Netfl ix who, due to a court case, will place caption-
ing on every video it streams. The settlement, and Netfl ix, are 
being heralded as “a model for the streaming video industry” 
by the National Association of the Deaf. All of its content will be 
captioned by this time in 2014. We give a what-a-cool-milestone-
for-technology LAUREL to Netfl ix. High fi ves all around. 

Is it illegal to be a complete, ignorant fool? Because, if so, we’d 
like to charge Mitt Romney with like a million counts of idiocy. 
That’s an exaggeration. This week, however, he said in an inter-
view with The Columbus Dispatch: “We don’t have people that 
become ill, who die in their apartment because they don’t have 
insurance.” Earlier in September, he said, “We do provide care 
for people who don’t have insurance. If someone has a heart at-
tack, they don’t sit in their apartment and die. We pick them up 
in an ambulance, and take them to the hospital, and give them 
care.” We give a why-don’t-you-have-a-clue-as-to-how-the-
world-works DART to Mitt Romney. 

Y’know what’s cute? Little animals. Y’know what’s cuter? 
Little animals that sing. Apparently mice have the ability to 
learn and mimic songs. “We think mice are intermediate in this 
ability between a chicken and a song bird or even a non-human 
primate and a human,” said Dr. Erich Jarvis, who was in charge 
of the study. We give a one-step-closer-toward-an-actual-
”Cinderella”-situation-here-folks LAUREL to cute mice. Keep 
up the cute work, fellas. 

Sometimes former politicians are offensive and not in a Todd 
Akin kind of way. This week, Sarah Palin said words again. She 
called the Associated Press “absolute jerks” and “biased.” Why? 
Because they released a photo of Mitt Romney that was “unfl at-
tering and looks ridiculous,” in the words of Fox News’s Megyn 
Kelly when she interviewed Palin this week. Quite frankly, Palin 
can probably speak to the effect of unfl attering photos, but not 
every photo is an object of media bias. We give a stop-doing-
the-words-thing-and-just-shush DART to Sarah Palin. It’s not 
because she’s a woman in politics, it’s because she’s the worst. 

Canada might have done something right-ish! About 400 
years ago, Justin Bieber, Ryan Gosling and Avril Lavigne were 
all related. They all have ancestors that date back to some of 
Quebec’s earliest settlers. We give a that-just-makes-us-love-
him-more LAUREL to Ryan Gosling. It’s Friday, live a little.

Have a safe weekend, everyone, and go Gators!

Public media should be treasured, supported
Although it debuted before my time, so to speak, I 

have fond memories of watching “Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood” as a young child discovering the 

wonders of television in the living room of our tiny Orlando 
apartment.

Later on, I loved the “Mighty Morphin Power Rangers” 
and “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” as much as any grow-
ing boy whose fi rst formidable doses of testosterone were 
being pumped into his blood.

But “in my younger and more formidable years,” as Nick 
Carraway put it, I was constantly glued to “Mister Rogers” 
and “Sesame Street” — learning to speak and read English, 
think critically, and most importantly, learning the impor-
tance of love and caring for others.

In 1969, President Nixon sought to cut a federal grant to 
PBS by 50 percent. In response, the late Fred Rogers, the cre-
ator and host of “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood,” gave an 
impassioned testimony in front of Congress in defense of 
federal funding for PBS: 

“I give an expression of care, every day to each child to 
help him realize that he is unique. I end the program by say-
ing, ‘You’ve made this day a special day by just your being 
you. There’s no person in the world like you, and I like you 
just the way you are.’ I feel that if we and public television 
can only make it clear that feelings are mentionable and 
manageable, we will have done a great service for mental 
health.”

With his speech, Mr. Rogers outlined the primary dif-
ference between public broadcasting, which aims only to 
provide a public service, and for-profi t broadcasting, which 
aims only to, well, turn a profi t. This isn’t to say that all pri-
vate media are evil. But it’s essential to understand their mo-
tives.

For-profi t broadcasters don’t care whether our children 
are learning.

They don’t care if our children are developing their read-
ing or math skills. They only care if our children increase 
their ratings by staying tuned in. They ensure this by lull-
ing our youth into a zombie-like stupor resulting from the 
bewildering idiocy radiating from the teen sitcoms aired on 

the Disney Channel or the reality 
television aired on MTV.

The reason I bring all this up, 
as you might imagine, is because 
of Mitt Romney’s profoundly fool-
ish comments about PBS at last 
week’s presidential debate, dur-
ing which he took advantage of 
former “PBS NewsHour” anchor 
Jim Lehrer’s presence as modera-

tor to target PBS and Big Bird as recipients of big-govern-
ment subsidies that must be put on the chopping block: 

“I’m sorry, Jim, I’m going to stop the subsidy to PBS. I’m 
going to stop other things. I like PBS, I love Big Bird. Actu-
ally like you, too. But I’m not going to — I’m not going to 
keep on spending money on things to borrow money from 
China to pay for. That’s number one.”

First of all, the government doesn’t directly fund PBS. 
It directly funds the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
created in 1968, before PBS existed, after support for public 
media was noted “of appropriate and important concern” to 
the country (for all the reasons I just mentioned). The CPB, 
in turn, supports PBS.

Secondly, funding for PBS from the CPB accounted for 
only 12 percent of PBS’s revenue in 2010, as they mainly rely 
on private donors and grants.

Third, and most importantly, federal funding for CPB 
amounts to less than one one-hundredth of 1 percent of the 
budget! 

At a time when the United States spends more on the 
military than the next 13 nations combined and sweeping 
tax cuts are gift wrapped with shiny bows for millionaires 
and billionaires, how can anyone suggest cutting an impor-
tant public service — especially for children — that amounts 
to 0.01 percent of the budget as a defi cit-reduction measure 
and keep a straight face?

Come to think of it, Romney’s s--t-eating grin was pretty 
creepy ...

Moisés Reyes is a graduate student in journalism in UF. His 
column appears on Fridays.
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Letter to the Editor
Gator Corner: How about some news?

A restaurant is a place to eat; a universi-
ty cafeteria is something more. Gator Cor-
ner Dining Center can be compared to the 
taverns of the revolutionary period, where 
politics were discussed, ideas were refi ned 
and news was spread. Unfortunately, man-
agers take for granted what they decide to 
put on the eight TV sets that are the focus 
of the main dining areas. Often, every TV 
will be set to a sports channel, or worse, 
ESPN’s “SportsCenter.” College students 
need news!

In less than a month, students will elect 
the next United States president. Gator 
Corner, a university institution, should do 
its best to support a politically conscious 
Student Body. Upcoming election aside, 
students should always be encouraged to 
keep up on current issues, both domestic 
and foreign. The news inspires thoughtful 
conversation. It’s easier to talk about the 
news than it is to talk about “The Dress-
maker of Khair Khana.” The benefi ts of 
following the news cannot be disputed, so 
I won’t keep on about it. I would rather 

stress the fact that college students are all 
about convenience.

Newspaper racks around campus pro-
vide free issues of The New York Times 
and the Alligator. When the papers run out 
early in the morning, there’s no more con-
venient access to news. Busy college stu-
dents don’t have time to search for news. I 
would greatly appreciate it if I could walk 
into Gator Corner and kill two birds with 
one stone — my appetite and Anderson 
Cooper.

Once I gave the manager the old com-

pliment sandwich; “Hi, the food here is 
great. I just think you should put the news 
on. The service here is good, too.” For a 
short time, Gator Corner had CNN on one 
TV, and people appreciated it. Then, things 
went back to “SportsCenter.”

To the managers of Gator Corner, please 
be conscious of your institution’s role as 
a political center at UF. Put the news on. 
And I like the food.

Jonathan Josephs
UF student

Our generation has some amazing potential.
We have tools that our parents and grandparents 

could only dream of, and groundbreaking technology 
seems to be at our fi ngertips with newer, smarter gadgets com-
ing out one after another.

This is all grand — but there is a catch. The current genera-
tion may not have the social skills to create a connected, inter-
woven society.

We have many options to take the easy way out in commu-
nication, which eliminates the need for face-to-face conversa-
tions.

Email has replaced the need to make phone calls. There is no 
need to dial a number when an individual can answer at their 
own convenience via the Internet. If an immediate response is 
required, text messaging is the perfect solution, as many people 
today always have their cellphone in hand.

However, these methods eliminate the personal touch that 
may play a key factor in getting a message across.

Penmanship of all forms will be lost within a decade. There 
will no longer be a need or demand for cursive, print or any 
handwriting because all messages will be typed on a keyboard 
or audio recorded. There is no telling if children will know how 
to address an envelope in years to come. Bills can be paid on-
line, and more families are opting for e-Christmas cards, so it 
seems that stamps are quickly fading out of fashion.    

Crossing campus, it is hard to spot a student not using his 
or her cellphone, whether texting or talking. In class, students 
sit with laptops open, but not with Word documents up and 
ready to take notes. Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest screens fi ll 
lecture halls.

Hours in class are not well spent on social media networks. 
Even with these sites at our fi ngertips at all times of the day, 
many students still opt to browse through them at the expense 
of missing information given in class.

Whatever happened to living in the moment?
In the world of technology, the “here and now” may not ex-

ist. Constantly checking the latest news feed and tweets doesn’t 
count.

And neither does texting; although it may be instantaneous, 
it still doesn’t have the “here” factor.

On a college campus, we live in a bubble.
This is not the same type of bubble that sheltered children 

exist in, but rather one where the only news and information 
we care to know about is what is happening within a three-mile 
radius.

Social media has only expanded this bubble into a virtual 
world, where being friends with someone is only offi cial once 
they’ve accepted your request.

It is no one’s fault that the world is continuing to evolve 
just as it has always done. Traditions and customs in societies 

change, but it is a shame that people 
will not have the same level of social 
connectedness in years to come.

Daily interactions can be avoided 
with online classes and other outlets, 
as we now can avoid having to im-
merse ourselves in seas of people.

As long as we use these tools for 
the good that they were created in-
stead of distractions from boredom, 

studying or awkward social encounters, it is perfectly accept-
able to invite the latest technology into our lives.

Young people constantly think that we are too busy to use 
traditional methods of communication. Frantically running 
from one thing to the next, I am not excluding myself from this 
generalization.

There are always just a few too many reasons why we are 
unable to hold meaningful conversations with our neighbors 
or reach beyond a text to talk to a friend.

Technology is progressing faster than most can keep up, 
and society is inevitably changing. As our world continues to 
progress, make eye contact, remember strong handshakes and 
continue adhering to social guidelines.

Abby Wolz is a health science freshman at UF. Her column usu-
ally  appears on Thursdays.

Millenials, it’s time to break out of the technology bubble
Column

Abby Wolz
opinions@alligator.org
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BUY IT. SELL IT. FIND IT. 373-FIND

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2012
WWW.ALLIGATOR.ORG/CLASSIFIEDSClassifieds

Get that rent money rolling in. Place an ad 
in the Alligator Classifieds to get your place 
rented out. Call 373-FIND.

 

2 BLOCKS FROM UF!
Starting @ $375/BR All inclusive! 

Furnished ● Cable ● Internet ● Utilities
www.campuswalk.co 352-337-9098

12-5-71-1

Play There…LIVE HERE
THE POLOS

NOW offering
ROOMMATE MATCHING on 3/3’s

$464/person
Call Today! 352-335-7656

12-5-71-1

Nicks Place Apt 2BR/2BA $1000
entire apartment. Furn incl utils, W/D, dish

washer, high ceilings, Sleep late only 5
blocks to Campus, Great Parking, 1st or

2nd Floor units Mitchell Realty 352-374-8579
10-31-12-67-1

The Courtyards
Steps to University of Florida.
All inclusive dormitory housing

w/pvt  individual suites. Starting at $399. 
Now leasing for Fall & Spring enrollment. 
Parking avail. 1231 SW 3rd Ave., #125.

M-F 9-6, Sat. by apt. 352-372-3557 
12-5-12-60-1

Empty Space? Find your next tenants in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND to place 
your ad today!

QUIET, CLEAN.
LOTS OF GREEN
1br $375. 2br $425 372-1201, 213-3901        
12-5-12-71-2

Deluxe, Large 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7BR apt/
house, 60 second walk to UF. Remodeled, 
Old House charm. Central AC, washer/dry-
er included. Wood floors. With Parking. By 
Private Owner. 538-2181 lv message    12-
15-12-71-2

★★ ELLIE’S HOUSES ★★
Quality single family homes. Walk or bike to 
UF. www.ellieshouses.com 352-215-4991 or 
352-215-4990                   12-12-12-171-2 

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

2/2 POLOS SPECIAL for $799/month!
OFFER ENDS: Next 5 leases!!

Mention this ad for $0 move in fees!!
Call for Details! 352-335-7656

12-5-71-2

Now leasing 1 & 2 BR Apts
Just off SW 20th Ave & 34th Street. $425 to 
$545. Call 335-7066, visit us on Facebook 
or Twitter or at madisonon20th.com.  12-5-
12-71-2

 

Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some w/ enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, BRs carpeted. DW, W/D 
hk-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus rte, some 
walk to UF. Sec 8 accepted 352-332-7700   
12-5-12-71-2

Centerpoint - 1220 NW 12 ST
$450 - 1BR/1BA – 530 SQ.FT.

Bike to UF through-tree lined streets or
ride the bus located one block away!
A true 1/1 close but far enough away

 from the ruckus of the student ghetto.
No application fee, most pets ok.
E.F.N. Properties, 352-371-3636 or

www.efnproperties.com
rentals@efnproperties.com

10-31-12-46-2

SPACIOUS 2BR/2BA APT.
Convenient location to Shands, UF & Butler 
Plaza. Asking $700. Please call Ketty 305-
332-6566. yttek@hotmail.com    10-17-12-
81-2

Nicks Place Apt, 2BED/2BATH $750 for
entire Apt WASHER/DRYER, dishwasher, 
high ceilings, Sleep late only 5 blocks to 
Campus, Great Parking, 1st or 2nd floor 
units. Call Mitchell Realty 352-374-8579

10-31-12-67-2

Step Out Of Your Front Door and
Into the Law School!

2398 SW 2ND Avenue
4BR/2BA, Fenced backyard

Close to bus route & Shopping,
Carpet/Tile Floors, Fresh Paint
$1450/mo. Call 352-240-9001

12-5-12-71-2

2BR/1BA, Cent A/C, mobile home on shady 
lot on busline. Laundry room. No pets. From 
$355-$420/mo. Incl water. 1st 1/2 month free 
rent. Vacant lots also available 4546 NW 
13th St. 376-5887    11-9-48-2

LAKEWOOD VILLAS
Large 1,2 & 3BR floorplans starting at $735.

Free Hi-Speed internet, washer/dryer,
fitness center, computer lab,

swimming pool etc. M-F 9-6, Sat. 10-5 
700 SW 62nd Blvd. 352-371-8009

www.lakewoodvillas.com
12-5-12-60-2

UPPER WESTSIDE
Spacious 2 bdrm luxury apts.

Walking distance to UF & stadium.
Move-in specials for Fall occupancy

starting at $1250
(1 unit left). Free Hi-Speed internet.
Parking avail. 328 NW 14th Street

352-872-4644    www.upperwestsideuf.com
12-5-12-60-2

1BR/1.5BA LOFT APT
Fully remodeled. Sparrow condo. Minimum 
1 year lease. Adult or grad student. No 
pets. $575/mo + 2 mos sec dep in advance. 
Available immediately 352-339-4600    10-
19-12-20-2

HISTORIC APTS Downtown Pleasant St 
Historic District. 1-3BRs. Ceiling fans, porch-
es, wd flrs, some w/ W/D. ALSO we have 2 & 
3BR homes. Cats ok, no dogs. 1st, last, sec. 
aprleve@aol.com Call/text 352-538-1550   
10-22-12-20-2

LARGE 2BR/2BA HOUSE
w/ WD hook-up. Close to UF. 1103 NW 4th 
St. $775/mo + $300 sec. Pets ok. Call 352-
332-8481 or 352-359-1644    10-23-12-20-2

Rooms available. 4bd/4bth. ready now.$250 
per month plus util. near UF on bus route. 
pool,gym,sports.Call 561-441-0700    10-18-
12-10-2

AVAILABLE NOW!
Nice 1BR/1BA apt.
Close to campus & convenient to everything. 
$385/mo. Call Richard 371-4367   10-12-5-2

NEWLY REMODELED
12 X 60 MOBILE HOME 2BR/1BA,
appliances included. Conveneint to UF. 
$500/mo. 2840 SE 15th Ave. 386-755-7113,
roywendy@att.net   10-12-5-2

Walk or Bike to Campus
Great 2 bedroom 2 bath
Available immediately
Country Village 373-2700      10-24-12-10-2

PET’S PARADISE
$390 - $650. No app or pet fee.
1 & 2BR, privacy fenced. SW. 352-331-2099    
11-8-12-20-2

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condos for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
12-5-71-5

Got a new couch?. Sell your old one in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND (3463) to 
place your ad today.

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 will 
deliver.      12-5-12-71-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        12-5-12-71-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        12-5-12-71-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   12-5-7-6

BEDROOM SET. 7pc Cherry, Queen/ king 
bed, dresser w/mirror, 2 nightstands, chests 
avail. Dovetail const. New, in boxes. Can de-
liver. Retail $4500, must sell, sacrifice $850 
(352) 372-7490    12-5-7-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846         
12-5-7-6

FUTON Solid oak mission-style frame w/
mattress. New, in box. $160   332-9899
___________________________________.
DINETTE SET 5pc $120 Brand new in box. 
Never used.  352-377-9846        12-5-7-6

**BEDS - ALL BRAND NEW**
**Full $100 Queen $125 King $200**
Orthopedic pillow-top sets. Brand name 
matching sets not used or refurbished. Still 
in plastic, direct from factory!  352-333-7516.       
12-5-7-6

BED- QUEEN New orthopedic pillowtop mat-
tress and boxspring set. Brand name, brand 
new, still in plastic with warranty. Can deliver. 
$130  352-377-9846.      12-5-7-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       12-5-12-71-6

LEATHER LIVING ROOM SET. In origi-
nal plastic, never used. Orig price $3000, 
Sacrifice $975. Can deliver. Call Bill 
(813)298-0221    10-12-1-6

CHERRY BEDROOM SET. Solid Wood, nev-
er used, brand new in factory boxes. Original 
cost $4500. Sell for $795. Can deliver. Call 
Tom (407)574-3067    10-12-1-6

Selling computers, parts, or repair services 
or just looking for that new rig? Look in the 
Alligator Classifieds. Call 373-FIND for more 
information.

COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
Network specialists

We buy computers and laptops
Working and Non-working

378-4009, 607 NW 13th Street
12-5-67-7

Sell your old stereo, cell phone, and more 
in the Electronics Section of the Alligator 
Classifieds. 373-FIND

In the market for a new set of wheels or just 
looking to add a second to that collection? 
Want personalized handlebars or a fitted 
seat? Check in the Alligator Classifieds

●UF Surplus Equipment Auctions●
are underway...bikes, computers, printers, 
vehicles & more. All individuals interested in 
bidding go to: surplus.ufl.edu  392-0370    12-
5-12-71-10

GOATS FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925       12-5-71-10

Guitars and Musical Instruments
New, Used and Factory Refurbished
Check Us Out Before You Buy!!
Leonardo's Music, Micanopy, FL
352-450-0928 Leonardos302.com
12-5-12-71-10

MCINTOSHWORLD.COM. We want to be your 
Boutique.Gifts,Cards,LP's,Ladies and Mens 
Clothes.Plants,Art,Shoes,Rock&Roll.15 
miles South on Hwy.441 352-591-7744 open 
Sat.thru Tues.We want your business.    10-
23-30-10

7th Annual
Forest Ridge Multi-Fam Yard Sale
Sat Oct 13, 8-12. 15+ families participating.
NW 16 Ave & NW 22 St. Look for the yellow 
balloons. Something for everyone.    10-12-
12-2-10

Alligator Classifieds is the way to get your 
2 wheels on the road. Show off your bikes, 
scooters, and repair services. Call 373-FIND 
to get your classified in.

★★★WWW.RPMMOTORCYCLES.COM★★
FULL SERVICE MOTORCYCLE - SCOOTER 
REPAIR. 12TH YEAR IN GVILLE. OEM 
& AFTERMARKET PARTS. BEST TIRE 
PRICES IN TOWN. 352-377-6974    12-5-
71-11

12-5-12-71-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Great Scooters, Service & Prices!

118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271
Vespa, Genuine, GMW, & More! NS4L.com

facebook.com/newscooters4less
12-5-12-71-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
12-5-12-71-11

★★★Road Rat Motors★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $899. 1yr 
Parts AND labor warranties included. 376-
6275 RoadRatMotors.com   12-5-12-71-11

Road Rat Motors-Gville’s #1 service facility. We 
repair ALL brands of scooters & will come to 
YOU! Daily pickups available. Lowest labor rates 
& quickest turnaround time around. Run by Gator 
Grads! 352-376-6275 RoadRatMotors.com    12-
5-12-71-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.

Now renting Buddy scooters too!   352-336-1271
www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com

12-5-12-71-11

Campus Scooters Mobile Sales and
Scooter Service. We offer free estimates 
on all repairs and we come to you.
We also have new scooters starting at
$799.00 Call us today at 352-263-0425   12-
5-71-11

Unload your lot. Sell your cars through 
Alligator Advertising for cheap. 373-FIND 
or place your ad online at www.alligator.org/
classifieds
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CARS - CARS Buy●Sell●Trade
Clean BMW, Volvo, Mercedes
Toyota, Honda, Nissan cars

3432 N Main St. www.carrsmith.com
CARRSMITH AUTO SALES 373-1150

12-5-71-12

●●● We Buy Junk Cars ●●●
 ●Trucks, Vans - Titled only●
    Call KT 352-281-9980 or 352-215-3191
12-5-71-12

I BUY CARS - TRUCKS
★★★★★Call Anytime - Licensed ★★★★
352-339-5158                10-31-12-16-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN!
NO CREDIT CHECK!!!!
VEHICLES $1000 AND UP!
352-338-1999     12-5-71-12

BUY FOR BLOWOUT
PRICES & SAVE BIG!!!
VEHICLES STARTING AT $1000
PRICES NEGOTIABLE!!!
352-338-1999   12-5-71-12

97 HONDA CIVIC $5999
99 HONDA ACCORD $5999
98 ACURA RL $6999
02 HONDA ACCORD $6999
352-338-1999    12-5-71-12

01 TOYOTA CAMRY $6999
02 TOYOTA COROLLA $6999
00 HONDA ODYSSEY $7999
02 VOLVO STYPE $8999
352-338-1999   12-5-71-12

95 CHEVY CAMERO $2500
98 TOYOTA 4RUNNER $4999
00 ISUZU RODEO $5999
02 NISSAN XTERRA $8999
352-338-1999    12-5-71-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
NO CREDIT CHECK!
CARS, TRUCKS, SUV'S & VANS!
30 DAY WARRANTY
352-375-9090    12-5-71-12

99 HONDA ACCORD $6999
02 TOYOTA COROLLA $6999
03 NISSAN SENTRA $6999
02 TOYOTA CAMRY $7999
352-375-9090    12-5-71-12

03 HONDA CIVIC $8999
04 TOYOTA COROLLA $8999
03 NISSAN ALTIMA $8999
04 TOYOTA CAMRY $10,999
352-375-9090       12-5-71-12

For Sale: 1999 Ford Mustang convertible.
71,500 miles, blue w/ white leather interior,
ice-cold AC, power everything, good tires & 
brakes, well-maintained and in good cond.
$5,900 OBO. Call Steve @ (352)474-9061.

10-12-3-12

This newspaper assumes no responsibil-
ity for injury or loss arising from contacts 
made through advertising. We suggest that 
any reader who responds to advertising use 
caution and investigate the sincerity of the 
advertiser before giving out personal infor-
mation or arranging meetings or investing 
money.

LOCAL ARTIST NEEDS:
★ Gold ★ Diamonds ★ Gems ★ Class Rings 
★ ETC ★ Top Cash $$$ or Trade ★
OZZIE’S FINE JEWELRY 352-318-4009.  
12-5-71-13

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
12-5-71-13

The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5062 if interested.

St. Francis House is a 
homeless shelter and soup kitchen

located in downtown Gainesville
and we are looking for help 

from volunteers like you. 
St. Francis House is in need of donations

such as personal hygiene items
and household cleaners such as

bleach and liquid Lysol. 
If you are interested in helping, 

please contact
Stephanie Breval at (352) 378-9079

or by e-mail at
      sfhcoor@stfrancis.cfcoxmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti &
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948     
10-19-12-71-13 

CUTTING-EDGE UF RESEARCH STUDY
●BOTH smokers AND never-smokers
●Periodontal (gum line) sampling only
●5 visits over 2 years; up to 1.5 hr each visit
●FREE oral exam, up to $160 compensation
Call: 352-`392-2945 or 352-641-0319   10-
16-12-30-13

University of Florida
Nutrition Study

Are you a full-time undergraduate student
at the University of Florida

who is 18 years of age or older,
taking at least 1 final exam during the fall

semester and in good overall health?
If so, the University of Florida

Food Science and Human
Nutrition Department is conducting a

6 week study to determine if probiotics
have a positive impact on human health. 

For more information,
please call (352) 682-4883 or

email: nutrition-study@ufl.edu
10-15-10-13

DISABLED ELDER LADY IN SCOOTER NEEDS:

● Small stand-up freezer
● Portable oven
Call 352-318-0711       10-17-5-13

SURROGATE MOMS NEEDED!
Most generous compensation and ben-
efits programs offered anywhere, starting 
at $25,000. Healthy, non-smoking, 21-39, 
prior birth without complications, no criminal 
background. Confidential, compassionate 
services. Reasonable expenses will be paid. 
OpenArmsConsultants.com    10-12-1-13

This newspaper assumes no responsibil-
ity for injury or loss arising from contacts 
made through advertising. We suggest that 
any reader who responds to advertising use 
caution and investigate the sincerity of the 
advertiser before giving out personal infor-
mation or arranging meetings or investing 
money.

BARTENDING

$300 A DAY POTENTIAL
No experience necessary, training provided.
800-965-6520 ext 138            12-5-12-71-14

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    12-5-12-
71-14

$STUDENTS GET CASH ON THE SPOT$
For gently used clothing/accessories & fur-
niture. No appt.necessary! - Sandy’s Savvy 
Chic Resale Boutique 4148 NW 13th St. 372-
1226 sandysresale.com    12-5-12-71-14

Office Assistant/Checkout Person needed 
for busy dermatology practice. Knowledge of 
insurance and medical coding preferred but 
willing to train motivated individual. Duties 
include appt. scheduling, answering phones, 
collecting payments, and posting charges. 
FT, Mon.-Fri. 8-5pm with generous benefits. 
Prefer stable, mature individual. 2-year com-
mitment desired. Please e-mail resume to 
ofmgrbeers@aol.com.   8-11-12-5-14

STUDENT WORK GREAT PAY
$14.50 base/appt -FT/PT openings
Customer sales/service all ages 17+
CALL NOW 352-505-9105    12-5-12-70-14

Food Science and Human Nutrition at the 
University of Florida is conducting a research 
study for women 20-40 yo on birth control 
pills. Compensation given. For details call 
Bonnie Coats at 273-9014    11-30-12-68-14

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed. Gainesville. 
100% FREE to join. Click on Surveys    12-
5-12-69-14
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ATTENTION SMOKERS!!!
Do you want to quit smoking? Smokers are 
needed to participate in a smoking cessation 
study. If interested, please call the University 
of Florida Smoking Laboratory and Clinic
at 352-234-6640 or e-mail us at
ufsmokinglabclinic@gmail.com   10-15-12-
20-14

SMOKERS NEEDED to participate in UF 
study assessing effects of various activi-
ties on cigarette cravings. $$$ Provided! 
Call Allison at 336-406-3706 or email 
uflsmokelab@gmail.com    10-12-15-14

part time 18-30 hrs/week lawn care 
and chores. weekends required.
Begin $10/hr. Apply at Tripintoblue@aol.com    
9-21-12-4-14

HIRING EXPERIENCED
HOSTS/HOSTESSES & SERVERS
Must be able to count back change & multi-
task. Apply in person LaFiesta, 9513 NW 
39th Ave between 2pm & 5pm.   10-12-12-
10-14

Established Ocala business is looking to 
hire additional sales teams for our expand-
ing product line. Earn $500.00/week, plus 
commission! If you're upbeat, friendly and 
enjoy working with the public, contact us for 
a confidential interview and start earning the 
income you deserve! Valid drivers license, 
proof of insurance and overnight travel is 
required. Call us TODAY at 352-233-2791. 
Telecom Service Bureau, Inc.    11-9-12-30-
14

DOMINOS HIRING
delivery drivers & assistant managers. 
Drivers earn between $14-$17 per hour. 
Apply at gatordominos.com    12-5-12-43-14

Seeking Brilliant Students
IN CHEMISTRY OR ECONOMICS
to write comprehensive study guides.
Send resumes to hr@omninox.org    10-18-
12-10-14

F/T legal secretary. Duties include, drafting, 
scheduling, and client management. Writing 
skills a must. Please call 352-371-4000 for 
inquiries.    10-25-12-15-14

VIDEO ASSISTANT / EDITOR wanted at the 
University of Florida's Center for Instructional 
Technology and Training. The Video 
Assistant position requires experience with 
recording video, lighting, and editing with 
Premiere. 20 hours per week, $12.50/hr., 
between 8am and 6pm, M-F. Please send 
resume to joebn@ufl.edu.     10-15-12-6-14

Help us promote Unlimited Talk-Text-Data 
smart phone plan for only $49 with no con-
tract! Bi-weekly pay avg $800+. Bonuses & 
Management Opportunities too. Rose Holden 
rose@talkunlimited4g.biz 908-797-4060
10-15-12-5-14

GET PAID TO TYPE!!
Fast, accurate typists needed for audio

transcription. Create your own schedule M-F, 
7am to midnight. Pay based on speed and
accuracy, $7.67 to over $12. Walking dis-

tance to campus. Ideal for PT and Students! 
Requires 70+ wpm typing speed, a minimum 
of 16 hours per week, and English as a first 
language. Apply online: www.sbsgrp.com

10-23-12-10-14

Clerical/Technician Position
Full Time
Please apply in person
Institute of Veterinary Spec
3603 NW 98th St. Suite A    10-17-5-14

HOMEWORK COACH wanted for smart, 
disorganized freshman struggling to adjust 
to the expectations of high school. Pay is 
$10/hour. Must provide references and have 
reliable transportation. Call 352-665-1797.    
10-12-12-2-14

TENNIS INSTRUCTOR NEEDED
Looking for an experienced tennis player with 
teaching experience of young kids and adults 
to teach group lessons and private lessons.
Upbeat personality, patience. Please, only 
inquire if you have experience $15 to $20 
per hour.  Mike at 352-376-8250 - or email 
me your resume oranskym@bellsouth.net    
10-17-12-5-14

Wanted: After school care for our two kids 
ages 7 & 11, including pick up from school 
and transportation to after school activities 
(2:30-6pm, M-F). Car and clean driving re-
cord a must. bsetlow20@gmail.com    10-17-
12-5-14

Immediate opening for a PT Medical Front 
Office person. Multi-tasking and accuracy is 
a MUST! Please email your resume to
trc0102@yahoo.com    10-19-12-6-14

★★★★★ Job Fair ★★★★★
Medical Device Sales

Looking for Gainesville Reps
Saturday October 20, 2012

2754 Dora Avenue Tavares, FL 32778
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Interviews and Hiring Done on Site
All Levels of Experience

Bring Resume.
Salary/Commission will be discussed on site
General Questions Call 1-855-Pump-CV2

10-17-12-4-14

Freight Up = More $ Need CDL Class A 
Driving Exp (877)258-8782 www.drive-
4melton.com    10-12-1-14

Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers earn 50 
up to 55 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on to quali-
fied drivers. Home most weekends. Call: 
(843)266-3731 / www.bulldoghiway.com 
EOE    10-12-1-14

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! Learn 
to drive for Stevens Transport! Earn $700 
per week! No experience needed! Local CDL 
Training. Job ready in 15 days! (888)368-
1964    10-12-1-14

Drivers/ Class A Flatbed. GET HOME 
WEEKENDS! Up to 39/mi, Late model 
equipment & Big Miles! 1yr OTR Flatbed 
experience, (800)572-5489 x227, SunBelt 
Transport    10-12-1-14

TIRED OF LIVING PAYCHECK TO 
PAYCHECK? There's great earning po-
tential as a Professional Truck Driver! The 
average Professional Truck Driver earns 
over $700/wk*! 16-Day CDL Training @ 
NFCC/Roadmaster! Approved for Veterans 
Training. CALL TODAY! (866)467-0060 
*DOL/BLS 2012    10-12-1-14

Drivers 100% Owner Operator Co. Pay 
increase / Home weekly, Regional & 
Dedicated, Class A C.D.L. 1 yr. exp. In last 3 
Call (800)695-9643 or www.driveforwatkins.
com    10-12-1-14

Do you have a business that provides  a ser-
vice? Place your ad in the  Services Section 
of the Alligator Classifieds. 373-FIND

IMPORT AUTO REPAIR. BMW, Mercedes, 
Porsche, Volvo, VW, Honda, Toyota, Nissan, 
Mazda. Quality craftsmanship, reasonable 
prices, near UF, AAA approved 378-7830 
www.carrsmith.com   12-5-71-15

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  12-5-12-71-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
12-15-71-15

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiOnline.com
Private Experienced Affordable    12-5-71 
15

READINGS & ADVICE BY OLIVIA Are you 
feeling lost or confused? Going through some 
type of negative period in your life & need 
someone to confide in? Then call for a free, 
private reading. specializing in horoscopes, 
astrology love & success. 1-800-481-8220    
10-18-5-15

CASH NOW!! RECEIVING PAYMENTS from 
Mortgage Notes, Structured Settlements, 
Contest annuity or Cell Tower Lease? SELL 
PAYMENTS NOW! NYAC (800)338-5815    
10-12-1-15

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for hands 
on Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if qualified - 
Housing available CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (866)314-3769    10-12-1-15
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NURSING CAREERS BEGIN HERE 
– GET TRAINED IN MONTHS, NOT 
YEARS. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
HOUSING AVAILABLE. JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE. CALL CENTURA INSTITUTE 
(877) 206-6559    10-12-1-15

AIRLINE CAREERS Become an Aviation 
Maintenance Tech. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified - Housing available. 
Job placement assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance (866)314-3769    10-
12-1-15

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here -- Train 
ONLINE for Allied Health and Medical 
Management. Job placement assistance. 
Computer available. Financial Aid if quali-
fied. SCHEV authorized. Call 888-203-3179 
www.CenturaOnline.com    10-12-1-15

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINING! Train for 
Medical Billing Careers at SCTrain.edu No 
Experience Needed! Job placement assis-
tance after training! HS/GED/PC Needed 
(888)872-4677    10-12-1-15

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
12-5-71-18

Turn your art into cash! FREE ART 
APPRAISALS FOR POSSIBLE 
CONSIGNMENT* Oct 13 & 14.  Noon 
to 10pm at Baterbys Art Gallery. 9101 
International Drive, Ste. 1008,  Orlando, FL 
32819. Call 1-866-537-1013 or visit www.
Baterbys.com for more information. *Verbal 
appraisals & consignments taken based on 
consideration.    10-12-1-20

Trying to get to and from somewhere? Want 
to cut back on that gas bill? Place an ad 
in the classifieds to find trip arrangements 
or show off your bus and shuttle service. 
373-FIND

Furry, feathery, scaly...no, not your room-
mate...pets. Find or advertise your pets or 
pet products here in the Pets section of the 
Alligator.

Finders Keepers? If you find something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s lost 
what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.

Your roommate hasn’t done the dishes in 
How long?! Find a better dishwasher in the 
Alligator Classifieds.

Rocky Creek Paintball
In Gainesville ● Better Prices

Better Fields ● Better Call 371-2092
12-5-12-71-21

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

 

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

12-15-71-16

GENTLE DENTIST
Small Hands - Big Heart
Cory Canavan, DMD
Heartland Dental 352-376-5661    10-24-12-
10-16

Your roommate hasn’t done the dishes in 
How long?! Find a better dishwasher in the 
Alligator Classifieds.
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Women’s golf coach Emily 
Bastel has made a major 
impact on Florida’s program 
in her first season at the helm. 
See story, page 16.  

alligatorSports.org
Check out our site this weekend for a preview 
podcast and complete coverage of UF’s game against 
Vanderbilt in Nashville, Tenn.

Former Florida center injured
Maurkice Pouncey left the Steelers’ game against the Titans on 
Thursday after suffering a right leg injury in the first quarter. Former UF 
tackle Marcus Gilbert appeared to roll up on Pouncey’s right ankle. 

◗ UF FACES VANDERBILT SATURDAY AT 6 P.M. 

JOSH JURNOVOY
Alligator Staff Writer

 
Jaylen Watkins saw right through the raw numbers.
Throughout the 2011 season, the Gators defense 

was the only unit not to fall short of expectations. Flor-
ida finished seventh in the nation in pass defense and 
eighth in yards allowed per game. 

However, the junior cornerback knew the unit was 
lacking in two vital areas: tackling and toughness.

Watkins said he has seen improvements in the de-
fense in its second year under defensive coordinator 
Dan Quinn.

“Last year, I don’t think we took tackling as serious,” 
Watkins said. “We didn’t really realize how much a 
missed tackle can hurt the game. This year when we’re 
doing our tackling drills, we actually lock in and take 
it serious.”

Florida’s defense has addressed the weaknesses and 
hopes the progress will continue on Saturday, when 
the No. 4 Gators (5-0, 4-0 Southeastern Conference) 
complete the road portion of their conference schedule 
against Vanderbilt (2-3, 1-2 SEC).

Florida held LSU 33 points below its season aver-
age in last Saturday’s 14-6 win in the Swamp. In Baton 
Rouge, La., in 2011, the Tigers scored 41 points against 
the Gators. Watkins cited sound tackling as the primary 
reason for the turnaround.

“Last year we had 10 missed tackles in the game in 
the secondary,” Watkins said. “This year we had two as 
a team, so we did a very good job of tackling.”

Watkins showed his tackling ability on LSU’s first 
drive of the game. On a third-and-10 play from Flor-
ida’s 21-yard line, J.C. Copeland, the Tigers’ 6-foot-1, 
272-pound fullback, caught a pass in the right flat and 
was brought down by the 187-pound Watkins and 
231-pound linebacker Neiron Ball 3 yards shy of a first 
down.

The improved tackling can be attributed to the de-
fense’s increased toughness, which Watkins said 

The alligatorSports crew will 
pile into the car today for a 
road trip to Nashville, Tenn., 

to watch Florida take on Vanderbilt. 
While we’re on the road to the “Mu-
sic City,” what better way is there 
to pay homage to the county seat of 
Davidson County than by putting 
together a killer playlist for the ride? 
We could always crank up a little El-
vis as we make detour to Graceland. 
Perhaps we’ll all sit in stony silence 
as “Party in the U.S.A.” plays on the 
radio while secretly freaking out in 
our minds. Nashville native Miley 
Cyrus is still hip, right? And then, 
who knows? We’ve been on the 
road at all hours of the night cover-
ing this beat like a bunch of “Ramb-
lin’ Men” and “Midnight Rider(s),” 
just like the Nashville-based Allman 
Brothers Band. There will be music, 
and there will be football. Nashville 
seems like a nice place.

Now, onto the picks...

Lubbock, Texas, will be almost 
heaven for West Virginia (-3.5) be-
cause...

This song is a one-note tune: 
Geno Smith! Geno Smith! Geno 
Smith! Geno Smith! Geno Smith! 
Geno Smith! Geno Smith! And, uh, 
Geno Smith! Forget football. 

- GREG LUCA

Texas Tech (+3.5) will take West 
Virginia into the “Ring of Fire” on 
Saturday because...

West Virginia doesn’t believe in 
defense. The Mountaineers allow 
35 points per game — double what 
the Red Raiders have given up. Al-
though West Virginia has Heisman 
frontrunner Smith, they continue to 
“Walk the Line” of potential upset 
with a defense softer than a slice of 

Picks
Column

SITE: Vanderbilt Stadium 
(cap. 39,790)

KICKOFF: 6 p.m., Saturday 
TV/RADIO: ESPNU / 850 AM

see PICKs, Page 15

Brett Le Blanc / alligator staff

Safety Matt Elam runs to the sideline after losing his helmet while making a tackle 
during Florida’s 14-6 win against LSU on Saturday at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium.

Florida defense tougher, tackles better in 2012

soCCer

ADAM LICHTENSTEIN
Alligator Writer

 
For Taylor Burke, Tex-

as A&M was a wake-up 
call.

In the five games pri-
or to the Gators’ match 
against the Aggies, the 
sophomore goalkeeper 
had seen only 20 shots. 
Of those 20, only six were 
on goal.

But when Florida 
traveled to College Sta-
tion, Texas, Burke faced 
a bombardment of shots. 
Texas A&M took 19, in-
cluding nine on goal.

“It was just really fun 
to be involved more,” 
Burke said.

Luckily for the Gators, 
Burke stepped up to the 
challenge, allowing only 
one goal.

“She saved our butts,” 
senior midfielder Erika 
Tymrak said. “She made 
some really big-time 
saves.”

Burke will have to be 
on top of her game again 
this weekend when No. 
12 Florida (10-3-1, 7-1 
Southeastern Confer-
ence) hosts No. 14 Mis-
souri (12-2, 7-1 SEC). 

The Tigers’ lineup fea-
tures three players who 
have six goals this sea-
son. By comparison, the 

Gators’ 
l e a d -
ing goal 
scorer is 
s o p h o -
m o r e 
Havana 
Solaun, 
who has 
five.

“Missouri is a very 
potent offense,” coach 
Becky Burleigh said. 
“They’re going to come 
after us. They’re athletic, 

and they’re aggressive. 
We have to really, really 
focus on being composed 
in this game, because we 
don’t want to get into 
their style of play.”

Burleigh said she was 
disappointed with the 
team’s composure ear-
ly  in the game against 
Texas A&M. The Gators 
allowed the Aggies to 
take a lead in the 22nd 
minute.

Unfortunately for 
Missouri, Burke kept her 
composure against Texas 
A&M.

“We’re just seeing her 

confidence grow and her 
getting better and better,” 
Burleigh said.

Burke made several 
key saves against the Ag-
gies offense, including 
one late in the first half 
when she punched a high 
shot over the crossbar to 
preserve the Gators’ 2-1 
lead.

“She’s just so athlet-
ic,” Burleigh said. “I kind 
of would have been dis-
appointed if she hadn’t 
made that save, but at the 
same time, it’s a very spe-
cial save.”

Sophomore goalkeeper keeps Gators afloat

Burke

see defense, Page 14

see soCCer, Page 15
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FLORIDA offense vs. VANDERBILT defense

FLORIDA defense vs. VANDERBILT offense
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UF safety emotional

begins with Matt Elam.
The junior safety won SEC 

Co-Defensive Player of the 
Week honors after his seven-
tackle performance against 
LSU. He said he makes a con-
scious effort to ensure his ef-
fort rubs off on his teammates.

“I always tell my team, I 
give it all for them,” Elam said 
following the win against LSU. 
“I did what I had to do for us 
to be victorious. Everybody 
on defense, all the backups, us 
starters, we all gave good ef-
fort and [were] victorious.”

Quinn said Elam is not 
alone in bringing a strong at-
titude to the defense.

“We certainly count on 
some energy from Dominique 
Easley,” Quinn said. “He’s one 
that provides a lot of tough-
ness and effort and finish and 
that kind of attitude for us. I 
think Lerentee McCray is cer-
tainly one of those guys.”

The defenders will have to 
exert their newfound tough-
ness against Vanderbilt’s pass-
ing attack. The Gators narrow-
ly escaped an upset against the 
Commodores in The Swamp 
last year with a 26-21 win. 
Vanderbilt quarterback Jordan 
Rogers threw for 297 yards, 
and wide receiver Jordan Mat-
thews caught nine passes for 
170 yards. 

Sophomore Chris Boyd is 
second to Matthews on the 
team in receiving yards this 
season. The duo has combined 
for 53 catches and 854 yards.

Watkins says the wideout 
tandem will be a good chal-
lenge for the UF secondary.

“They’ve got two great re-
ceivers that we played against 
last year that gave us a little 
bit of trouble,” Watkins said. 
“Last year, the pass defense 
struggled. We’re looking at it 
as another challenge we’ve got 
to take care of this week.”

Contact Josh Jurnovoy at 
jjurnovoy@alligator.org.

DEFENSE, 
from page 13



“Country Pie.” West Virginia will fall victim to the “Death 
and Hell” that awaits visitors in Lubbock, Texas.

- ADAM PINCUS

Leading the pack with a 29-19 record is Rivals’ Bryan 
“Richard Simmons is my homeboy” Holt, who thought it 
was a good idea to follow up a morning jog with a pep-
peroni pizza from Domino’s. No wonder you’re only bag-
ging the beefy babes.

Sporting a 26-22 record is The Miami Herald’s Matt 
“Too old for Gainesville” Watts, who has decided at 27 
that his lackluster nightlife career is over. Watts has re-
sorted to long, crazy nights of Netflix and cuddling with 
his cat. It’s sad to see. We already miss his welcoming 
frown and generally pissed-off nature. OK, not really.

Tied with Watts at 26-22 is The Associated Press’ Mark 
“Chris Prosinski will start vs. Oakland” Long, who has 
decided to keep tweeting about the Jaguars even though 
nobody gives a crap. Just cut it out, man. The tarps can’t 

follow you on Twitter.

Rounding out the winning crowd at 25-23 is The Palm 
Beach Post’s Jason “Do it! You won’t” Lieser, who was 
pumped to stir up some mischief when a colleague left his 
phone unattended at a recent interview session. Unfortu-
nately, the best fake tweet Jason could come up with was 
“Just ate a whole jar of mayonnaise. Feeling really sick.” 
Uhhh, good one!

Right at .500 with a 24-24 record is alligatorSports edi-
tor Greg “I love a good latte!” Luca, who was way too 
excited when a barista at Karma Cream suggested he or-
der a coconut caramel latte. Instead of asking for a latte 
suggestion, how about you ask for her number next time? 
Man up!

Sitting at 23-25 is alligatorSports writer Adam “I can’t 
find it!” Pincus, who came into the office with his fly open 
and could not locate his, uh, his friend Richard. Let’s not 
be too hard on the guy. He always struggled with those 
“Where’s Waldo?” books. Sometimes, you just need a 
magnifying glass.

Also at 23-25 is alligatorSports writer Josh “Look at my 
hands!” Jurnovoy, who always makes gestures while talk-

ing — even on the radio. I guess it’s healthy. He’s got to 
do something with his hands besides type, eat and play 
with his joystick.

And in dead-ass last with a piss-poor record of 21-27 is 
alligatorSports assistant editor Joe “I still can’t believe its 
over” Morgan, who has spent most of this week staring 
at the Chipper Jones page on Baseball Reference. He got 
through the “anger” phase when he threw out a friend’s 
Cardinals hat and berated Major League Baseball through 
every form of social media, but the sadness lingers. It’s 
OK, bud. You’ll get through this.

Burke has been a ma-
jor part of Florida’s cur-
rent seven-game winning 
streak. In those seven 
games, she held oppo-
nents to a goals against 
average of only .571. Of 
the four goals she did 
surrender, only two came 
when the game was tied, 
and none were allowed 
when the Gators were 
losing.

With five games re-
maining before the SEC 

tournament, the Gators 
control their own future 
in the chase for the regu-
lar-season crown. To win 
the title, Florida will need 
to defeat its major com-

p e t i -
tor in 
t h e 
S E C 

East, the Tigers. 
The key to beating 

Missouri is in Florida’s 
goal, and Burke’s team-
mates thinks she’s up to 
the task.

Said senior Holly 
King: “Taylor’s a stud.”

TAYLOR GAINES
Alligator Writer

 
Midterms are just around 

the corner, but Agata Strausa 
and the Florida cross country 
team are preparing for a dif-
ferent kind of examination.

“It’s kind of a test — the 
last test in a way, and also 
the first chance to see where 
we’re at,” Strausa said.

Both the men and women 
will be let loose for the first 
time this season as they head 
to Pre-Nationals in Louis-
ville, Ky., on Saturday.

UF has opened the sea-
son with three consecutive 
first-place finishes.

The first few races repre-
sented a feeling-out process, 

as coach Paul Spangler nar-
rowed the team to a travel-
ing squad.

On the men’s side, Phil 
Duncan picked up an indi-
vidual victory at the Saint 
Leo Invitational, clinching 
the seventh and final roster 
spot.

The race for the last spot 
on the women’s side is still 
up in the air. The women 
will have eight runners com-
pete at Pre-Nationals to try 
to sort out the roster.

“We’ve got a good prob-
lem right now, in that, we 
don’t know who our No. 1 
runner is,” Spangler said. 
“We don’t even know who 
our top seven are. Every 
day it seems like in practice, 
somebody steps up and real-

ly has a breakthrough work-
out. It’s a good problem to 
have.”

At the same time, the 
race will mark the Gators’ 

first true 
test. Flor-
ida faces 
nine op-
p o n e n t s 
r a n k e d 
in the top 
30 on the 
m e n ’ s 
side and 

eight top-30 teams on the 
women’s side.

Pre-Nationals will be the 
first competition in nearly a 
month for UF’s top runners. 

“We haven’t really been 
able to race all-out,” junior 
Mark Parrish said. “So that’s 

a nice change of pace. We’re 
just going to get cut loose 
and go run as hard as [we] 
can.”

The weekend will also 
serve as a preview of the 
course the NCAA Cham-
pionship meet is run on. If 
UF ultimately qualifies for 
the national meet, seeing the 
course in advance will pro-
vide an advantage.

“If you can see yourself 
out there running that Na-
tionals course, it’s going to 
be a lot easier to work to-
wards that goal,” Parrish 
said. “Once everyone real-
izes like, ‘Hey, we can get 
out here, this is what it looks 
like,’ everyone’s going to 
work really hard to get back 
there and make Nationals.”
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  BH  MW  ML  JL
UF @ VANDY (+8.5)  UF  UF  UF  UF
BAMA @ MIZZ (+21.5)  BAMA  BAMA  BAMA  BAMA
USC @ LSU (-2.5)  USC  USC  USC  USC
WVU @ TTECH (+3.5)  WVU  WVU  WVU  WVU
STAN @ ND (-8)  STAN  STAN  ND  STAN
TEX @ OKLA (-3)  TEX  TEX  OKLA  TEX
TENN @ MSU (-3)  MSU  MSU  MSU  MSU
A&M @ LATECH (+8.5)  A&M  A&M  LATECH  A&M

  GL  AP  JJ  JM
UF @ VANDY (+8.5)  UF  UF  UF  UF
BAMA @ MIZZ (+21.5)  BAMA  BAMA  BAMA  BAMA
USC @ LSU (-2.5)  USC  LSU  LSU  USC
WVU @ TTECH (+3.5)  WVU  TTECH  WVU  WVU
STAN @ ND (-8)  STAN  STAN  ND  STAN
TEX @ OKLA (-3)  TEX  TEX  TEX  OKLA
TENN @ MSU (-3)  TENN  TENN  TENN  MSU
A&M @ LATECH (+8.5)  LATECH  LATECH  A&M  A&M

picks, from page 13

soccer, 
from page 13

strausa

UF Soccer

Gators to face season’s first true test Keeper key for UF
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Senior middle blocker Betsy Smith attempts to spike the ball over the net during 
Florida’s 3-0 victory against Missouri on Sept. 21 at the O’Connell Center.

JONATHAN CZUPRYN
Alligator Writer

 
The No. 11 Gators are atop the Southeast-

ern Conference at the midway point of the 
regular season partly because the communi-
cation on the court has improved from previ-
ous years, Betsy Smith said.

The redshirt senior said her conversations 
before points with fellow middle blocker 
Chloe Mann  have helped Florida (13-2, 7-0 
SEC), which faces Ole Miss (8-8, 2-5 SEC) on 
Friday at 7 p.m. in the O’Connell Center.

“This is one of the better years because the 
middle group has been through the program 
for the longest amount of time,” Smith said. 
“There just has to be a lot of communication. 
Make sure everyone is clicking on the same 
cylinders so we can defend the best we can.”

Coach Mary Wise said she depends on both 
Smith and Mann to point out the opponent’s 
strategies just before the ball is put in play.

“They’re reminding the young players, 
who need reminding, just who’s in the front 
row, what rotation they’re in, what are the 
tendencies in this rotation and what we’re go-
ing to do defensively,” Wise said. “It’s actu-
ally kind of going through page by page of 

the scouting report, just in a real condensed 
form.”

Because Florida has five freshman outside 
hitters and a transfer setter, Smith said effec-
tive communication has never been more im-
portant than it is now. Back when All-Amer-
icans Kristy Jaeckel and Kelly Murphy were 
on the outside, communication was not as 
critical.

“Jaeckel was a great blocker on that pin, 
so we didn’t have to 
remind her; she knew 
what she was doing,” 
Smith said. “But these 

times, it’s just the constant reminder.”
Throughout a match, Mann will point out 

a specific player on the other side of the net to 
help her teammates remember what to expect. 
Mann said there has been confusion in previ-
ous years with the younger players, which 
is why communication is critical to Florida’s 
success.

“We work really hard in it every day in our 
gym, making sure that we’re talking to each 
other,” Mann said. “That makes sure that no 
player gets kind of fallen behind. Whether 
you’re a freshman or a senior, everyone’s on 
the same page.”

UF veterans vital to communication

UF Volleyball

WOMEN’S gOLf

CHARLES KINGSBURY
Alligator Writer

 
Through two tournaments, 

Florida’s Emily Bastel has lived 
up to the hype.

The Gators women’s golf 
coach, described as a “diamond 
in the rough” by athletics direc-
tor Jeremy Foley, has not disap-
pointed. 

“She doesn’t say things to fill 
the air,” senior Isabelle Lendl said. 
“She isn’t a diva, and she’s not go-
ing to pretend that she has never 
hit a bad shot. She’s a very good 

listener and communicator.”
In the wake of Jan Dowling’s 

resignation, Bastel has achieved a 
slew of notable results. 

Three weeks removed from 
their season-opening win at the 
Cougar Classic in Charleston, S.C., 
the Gators have vaulted to No. 2 
in the most recent World/WGCA 
Coaches’ Poll, a seven-spot jump. 

“It’s definitely very gratifying 
to be able to make the decisions 
for the team and do what you 
think is best for the team and to 
build those relationships with the 
girls,” Bastel said. 

During her time as a player at 
Michigan State, Bastel’s competi-
tive nature fueled her success. She 
was a four-time All-Big Ten selec-

tion and earned 
A l l - A m e r i c a 
honors in 2002. 

Bastel also 
played on the 
LPGA Tour from 
2005-06 and in 
2008, experienc-
ing firsthand the 
level of focus 

needed to consistently compete at 
a high level.  

“There is really no substitute 
for that competitive golf experi-
ence, and that translates into be-
ing able to speak to my players 
and lending my credibility,” Bas-
tel said.

“When they’re on the golf 
course dealing with various emo-
tions of being a player and what 
it takes, those are the things I can 
really relate to them on.”

Bastel has taken a methodi-
cal approach on the fairways this 
season. Florida continues to make 
steady improvements with each 
tournament.

“When we went into the Cou-
gar Classic we wanted to do a 
good job of worrying about our-
selves, playing our own game, 
staying in the present and playing 
one shot at a time,” Bastel said. 
“That was our philosophy then 
and it worked, so I think we are 
going to stick to that game plan 
throughout the whole year.”

The Gators have just two tour-
naments remaining in the fall and 
will take the course today for the 
Tar Heel Invitational in Chapel 
Hill, N.C. The tournament is set to 
run through Sunday.

New coach helping second-ranked Gators raise profile

Bastel
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