
KICKOFF
INSIDE
◗ Gators offensive lineman Dan Wenger has traveled a long 
and arduous road, ending up as a sixth-year senior back in 
his home state. Read about his path to UF inside. 
◗ Tennessee’s vaunted passing attack has been well publi-
cized, but it may not be the deciding factor Saturday. pg. 19



 TOM GREEN
Alligator Staff Writer

  Dan Wenger doesn’t remember much 
about Aug. 13, 2010, a day that changed 
his life.

  It began like most August days of the pre-
vious four years: The then-fi fth-year senior 
woke up, suited up for preseason camp and 
took the practice fi eld at Notre Dame. His next 
memory was going to a hospital. 

  What happened in between is still fuzzy for 
the 6-foot-3, 294-pound offensive lineman.

  “I don’t recall the hit, don’t recall anything 
that happened,” Wenger said. “Just remember 
going to the hospital and getting some tests 
done and feeling some residual effects.”

  Wenger suffered a concussion — the fi rst of 
his career — during team drills.

  He was held out of practice before eventu-
ally returning to the Fighting Irish. 

  That is, until it happened again three and a 
half weeks later.

  The Coral Springs native sustained two 
concussions, and now his future, both on and 

off the fi eld, was shrouded in questions.
  “Dan’s involved in that decision, [and] 

Dan’s family,” Notre Dame coach Brian Kelly 
said at the time. 

“We should be very cautious with anybody 
that’s had two concussions in a very short 
period of time. Right now, we have to be ex-
tremely conservative when we have a young 
man that hasn’t had game contact and has suf-
fered two concussions.”

  Nearly a month later, Notre Dame’s medi-
cal staff still hadn’t cleared Wenger. He went 
to the University of Michigan to be evaluated 
by a specialist, seeking a clean bill of health.

  No luck.
  The following day, Kelly ruled Wenger out 

for the season.
  “It was extremely tough,” Wenger said. 

“It’s one of those things where I’ve been work-
ing for this since I was a freshman in high 
school. … It was heartbreaking. It was devas-
tating to get that news. And I wasn’t sure what 
I was going to do.”

  

  
  When Wenger went down with his fi rst 

concussion, he became as much as four times 
more likely to sustain a second one.

  The recovery time for concussions can 
vary from person to person, but according to 
Dr. Duane Dede, an expert in neuropsychol-
ogy and mild traumatic brain injuries at UF, it 
typically takes about a week for symptoms to 
subside before an athlete can return to physi-
cal activity.

  After multiple concussions, the recovery 
time can increase and athletes are more vul-
nerable to future concussions.

Following   Wenger’s second concussion, 
the effects lingered.

  At fi rst, there were constant headaches. 
Then, he had trouble sleeping.

  “When I would go to sleep I would wake 
up with a headache, sleep nine, 10 hours 
thinking I was getting enough rest but I 
wasn’t,” Wenger said. “Then I’d be dragging 
all through the day and be exhausted.”

  Because of the second concussion, Wenger’s 
sleep patterns were off. He saw a neurologist 
and was eventually provided medication, al-
lowing him a full night’s rest.

  Beyond the residual effects, Wenger is now 
at risk for other, lasting repercussions down 
the road.

  Studies such as the one carried out by 
UNC’s Center for the Study of Retired Ath-
letes have shown that multiple concussions 
can accelerate the decline of an athlete’s cog-
nitive functions and can increase the risk of 
developing dementia,   and other psychiatric 
conditions, such as depression.

  “When you go through a concussion the 
emotions run wild,” Wenger said. “That’s one 
thing: It’s a roller-coaster ride. One day it’s 
great, one day it’s bad and you contemplate is 
it worth it? Is it not?”

  
  

  After he was sidelined all of last season, 
Wenger had doubts he would ever play 
again.

  Was it worth the risk of sustaining a third 
concussion? What impact would it have on his 
future beyond the game of football?

  But Wenger eventually looked past the 
what-ifs.

  “Once you get over that … it’s one of those 
things that this is instilled in me and it’s in-
stilled in me to keep fi ghting and I’m going to 
keep fi ghting.”

  So he did.
  After applying for another season of eligi-

bility with the NCAA, Wenger was granted 
a sixth year — but it wouldn’t be at Notre 
Dame. 

  Kelly and the Irish medical staff would not 
allow Wenger to play.

  “In good conscience, we just couldn’t clear 
him,” Kelly said in March. “I met with Dan and 
his family and let them know where we stood. 
But the young man still wants to play, and I’m 
not going to stand in the way of that.”

  Notre Dame gave Wenger his release pa-
pers and the former four-star prospect reached 
out to some familiar faces back in his home 
state.

  Wenger called up his offensive line coach 
at Notre Dame, Frank Verducci, who was now 
in Gainesville as a part of Will Muschamp’s in-
augural staff. Wenger wanted to play for Ver-
ducci and offensive coordinator Charlie Weis, 

who was Wenger’s coach his fi rst four years in 
South Bend, Ind.

  Verducci passed Wenger’s interest along to 
Weis and Muschamp, who were both on board 
with the idea — as long as Florida’s medical 
staff could clear Wenger.

  During his offi cial visit to the school, 
Wenger underwent seven hours of tests — 
both medical and cognitive — to see if he had 
lingering effects from his concussions. 

  “Cognitive testing is important because it’s 
the yardstick for what the brain has to do,” 
said Dede, co-director of the Mild Traumatic 
Brain Injury Clinic at UF’s Heal Science Cen-
ter.

  Wenger later had to drive back up to 
Gainesville to undergo further testing before 
he was fi nally cleared.

  “If he couldn’t play a down, he would have 
still helped us tremendously because he knows 
the offense better than the rest of them,” Weis 
said. “Even if he couldn’t physically hold up, 
his intangibles are through the roof.”

  
  
  For all the examinations Wenger under-

went, the real test for the once-highly touted 
prospect came in August on the muggy Flori-
da practice fi elds.

  After taking a year off, Wenger and Flori-
da’s staff weren’t sure how he would respond 
to taking hits on the fi eld again.

  But those uncertainties were quickly allevi-
ated when two-a-days began.

  “When we started hitting and put on pads 
and everything like that, that was the true test,” 
Wenger said. “I was able to withstand work-
outs going through the summer with (strength 
and conditioning) coach [Mickey Marotti] and 
those guys. The real test was in summer camp. 
Passed that with fl ying colors.”

  Not only did Wenger pass, but he quickly 
earned himself a starting spot along the Gators’ 
offensive line, where he played the fi rst two 
games of the season at left guard.

  Although he transferred from Notre Dame, 
Wenger quickly endeared himself to his fel-
low linemen, who have all said he has been 

instrumental in helping them adjust to Weis’ 
offense and Verducci’s blocking schemes.

  “He’s the wise man of the offensive line,” 
right guard Jon Halapio said. “He knows ev-
ery call there is. We felt really comfortable 
with him out there calling all the calls, and just 
running to the ball and being the leader out 
there.”

  With the help of Wenger, Florida’s offen-
sive line has not allowed a sack this season, 
making the Gators one of only 10 teams in the 
country to keep its quarterback on his feet. 

Florida   is also pounding the rock, rushing 
for more than 248 yards per game — second in 
the Southeastern Conference.

  Now, with a fresh start, Wenger is putting 
what happened last fall behind him.

  “It’s one of those things that’s been in the 
past,” Wenger said. “It’ll always be there, that 
memory of when it happened last year. But 
when it’s out there on the fi eld, it’s strictly 
football.”

  Contact Tom Green at tgreen@alligator.org. 
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Left guard Dan Wenger and the Gators’ offensive line is one of 10 in the country to not yet 
allow a sack. Wenger has been a huge addition, helping players learn a new scheme. 
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Florida left guard Dan Wenger, a sixth-year senior who transferred from Notre Dame, suf-
fered two concussions while playing for the Irish. 
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Online radio station creates new jazz program
It is the second station to play jazz in Gainesville, pg 5.  
Library West will remove books to create more space
The books will be moved to storage or recycled, pg 12. 

UF soccer hits the road:
After a disappointing loss to FSU on Friday, the 
Gators are headed to the Midwest for a two-
game road trip, pg. 23. 

Locals voice 
concerns  over 

possible closure 
of historic 

post offi ce in 
Evinston,      
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 Alligator File Photo  
  A young boy rides the carousel at the Alachua County Fair in 2006. The fair, which was canceled in 2010 for the fi rst time in 40 
years due to fi nancial problems, has paid its debts and will open its gates once more in October. 

� IT WAS CANCELED IN 2010 FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN 40 YEARS.

  EMILY MORROW
 Alligator Writer

 
  After a year’s hiatus, the fair is back in town.
  The Alachua County Fair, canceled in 2010 for 

the fi rst time in 40 years due to fi nancial problems, 
has paid its debts and will open its gates once more 
in October.

  “There’s been a lot of behind-the-scenes stuff 
going on since April,” said Steve White, the own-
er of Event Marketing Corp., the marketing fi rm 
hired to manage the fair. “But there will be a fair 
this year.”

  In April 2009, the Alachua County Fair Associa-
tion was denied its proposal to renew its lease of 
the county-owned fairgrounds at Northeast 39th 
Avenue and Waldo Road.

  The nonprofi t fair association owed money to 
outside vendors and cattle exhibitors.

  The association also failed to submit a required 

 County fair 
returns after 
missed year

  MINA RADMAN
 Alligator Writer

  Elmo, Big Bird and Cookie Mon-
ster are spending a couple of days in 
Gainesville next week.

  A Broadway-style production of 
Sesame Street will be performed at 
the O’Connell Center at 10:30 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. on Tuesday and at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday.

  Ticket prices range from $30 for 

fl oor and lower-level seats to $13 for 
upper-level seats.

  The show has been coming to 
the O’Connell Center almost every 
year for the past 25 years, said Re-
nee Musson, associate director of the 

O’Connell Center. 
  Sesame Street rents the O’Connell 

Center for its  performances, which 
are geared toward the Gainesville 
community.

  The O’Connell Center director 
was not available to comment on the 
rental price at press time.

  Only a small percentage of the 
audience members are UF students, 

and most students bring a younger 
family member, Musson said.

  Exploratory liberal arts sopho-
more Anthony Cardona thinks stu-
dents should consider seeing the 
production.

  “Why not see it? It’s shaped 
thousands of childhoods,” Cardona 
said. “Everyone would love to re-
visit that.” 

 Sesame Street takes stage at O’Connell Center next week

PUBLIC SAFETY

  MORGAN WATKINS
 Alligator Staff Writer

  Fans driving home after the UF football game against 
the University of Tennessee had best not drink a few beers 
before they get behind the wheel: Law enforcement agen-
cies will have extra offi cers on the roads watching for 
drunken drivers.

  The Alachua County Sheriff’s Offi ce and other local 
law enforcement agencies will join forces to beef up the 
night’s DUI patrol beginning at 8 p.m. Saturday and end-

ing at 4 a.m. Sunday, according to a sheriff’s offi ce news 
release. 

  The Gainesville Police Department, University Police, 
High Springs Police Department, Alachua Police Depart-
ment and Florida Highway Patrol will also be involved in 
the nighttime patrol. 

  “We want to make sure everybody … gets home from 

the game safely,” said Art Forgey, ASO public information 
offi cer.

  With crowds of Gators and Volunteers fans coming 
to Gainesville for the UF football match against the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, people are more likely to engage in 
alcohol-related activities such as partying, he said. 

  The Saturday night patrol will not include any check-
points, Forgey said. 

  An increased number of offi cers will, however, be pa-
trolling the area during the DUI detail, he said.

 Law enforcement plans to boost DUI patrol this gameday weekend

SEE DUI, PAGE 8

SEE FAIR, PAGE 8

Show has come almost every year for 25 years

“We want to make sure everybody … gets 
home from the game safely.” 

Art Forgey
ASO public information offi cer
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FORECAST

The Alligator strives to be 
accurate and clear in its  news 
reports and editorials. 
If you find an error, please call 
our newsroom at 352-376-4458 
or email editor@alligator.org. 

What’s happening
Century Tower Concert

Sunday, 3 p.m.
UF Campus
Bring a blanket and chairs to 
Century Tower at 3 p.m. Enjoy 
wonderful music and take a 
break from studying. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Got something going on?
Want to see it in this space? 
Send an email with “What’s 
Happening” in the subject line 
to  jflechas@alligator.org. To en-
sure publication in the next day’s 

newspaper, please submit the 
event before 5 p.m. Please 
model your submissions after 
above events. Improperly for-
matted “What’s Happening” 
submissions may not appear 
in the paper. Press releases 
will not appear in the paper.
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ELIZABETH BEHRMAN
Alligator Staff Writer

A UF music professor was fired in 
January for allegedly forcing a kiss upon 
a female student during a private lesson, 
and an arbitrator recently declared the 
decision to fire him sound after hearing 
an appeal from the United Faculty of 
Florida.

The union appealed the dismissal 
on behalf of Arnold Irchai, a world-re-
nowned bassoonist and associate profes-
sor of music, arguing that the university 
did not follow due process when it con-
sidered previous claims against him.

According to arbitrator Leslie Lang-

bein’s report, two other similar claims of 
sexual harassment had been filed against 
Irchai since he was hired in 2002.

Of the two prior 
complaints, one was 
dropped by the stu-
dent, and the other 
was investigated but 
yielded inconclusive 
evidence.

UF spokeswoman 
Janine Sikes said the 
reason Irchai was not 

dismissed for any of those prior incidents 
is the students did not want to proceed 
with charges, but “in each case there was 
a disciplinary process.”

Irchai was meeting with the third stu-
dent for a private lesson last September 
when he allegedly grabbed her face and 
kissed her, according to the ruling. The 
student pushed him away and left his 
office crying. She told a friend what hap-
pened, and they reported it to the under-
graduate adviser and music school direc-
tor John Duff.

Duff was unavailable to comment at 
press time.

Irchai denied that he kissed or touched 
the student in their meeting and said that 
she was simply nervous for an upcoming 
concert and worried about her perfor-
mance in class, according to the report.

The incident was reported to and in-
vestigated by the Office of Institutional 
Equality and Diversity, and Irchai was 
fired Jan. 10.

Music professor fired for kissing student

� THEY HOPE TO SPEAK TO THE PROVOST.

ERIN JESTER
Alligator Writer

The Gainesville chapter of Students for a Demo-
cratic Society will march to Tigert Hall this morning to 
protest the 15 percent tuition increase passed in June by 
UF’s Board of Trustees.

This spring, state legislators approved an 8 percent 
tuition increase and allowed universities to make addi-
tional increases up to 7 percent, which UF did. 

SDS lead organizers Robbey Hayes and Michela 
Martinazzi believe the tuition hikes are unfair and un-
necessary, saying UF administration should dig into its 
endowment before putting further financial strain on 
students in the current economy. 

“It’s unfair to put that burden on the backs of the 
students,” Hayes said. 

Students will rally on Turlington Plaza at 11:30 
a.m. and march to Tigert Hall, where they hope to talk 
to Provost Joe Glover. SDS members have collected 
enough student signatures to get a referendum ques-
tion on the ballot during Student Government elections 
this month. 

Hayes and Martinazzi said they expect 200 to 300 
students to show up for the march based on attendance 
at similar events in the past. 

Students protest 
tuition hike today

ADRIANNA PAIDAS
Alligator Contributing Writer

Due to the recent closing of the post office in down-
town Gainesville, the Alachua County Supervisor of 
Elections Office has changed its mailing address.

Mail will now be sent to 111 SE First Ave., the current 
location of the Supervisor of Elections Office.

Previously, all mail addressed to the supervisor of 
elections was sent to a mailbox in the post office down-
town. 

The post office box was used because it was a perma-

nent address that could be put on all supervisor of elec-
tions printed materials sent to voters, said Pam Carpen-
ter, supervisor of elections. 

“When the post office downtown closed, we re-evalu-
ated that situation and thought the best and easiest thing 
was to just have our mail sent directly to our office,” Car-
penter said.  

Registered voters may change their information on-
line at elections.alachua.fl.us. If a document requires the 
voter’s signature, it can be printed and sent to the new 
mailing address or dropped in the mail drop box located 
in the office’s front door. 

Supervisor of Elections gets new address

Union appeal to arbitrator failed

LOCAL

Sikes
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DANA BURKE
Alligator Contributing Writer

In a room slightly larger than 
an office supply closet, Robbie 
Stevens broadcasts radio waves 
of wailing saxophones, blaring 
trumpets and pounding drums 
over the Internet. 

Stevens, 42, is the host of 
Jazzville, a jazz radio show that 
launched Saturday on growra-
dio.org.

Grow Radio is a local non-
profit Internet radio station. 

Jazzville airs each Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m on the web-
site. 

WXJZ is the only other radio 
station in Gainesville that plays 
jazz, and it plays only smooth 
jazz, Stevens said.

Jazzville features a range of 
styles, from some of the earli-
est traditional jazz through big 
band, be-bop, hard bop, modern 
jazz and even some jazz fusion.

“I’ll let the music speak for 
itself, but occasionally I will in-
clude stories of interest on musi-
cal artists and recording technol-
ogy,” said Stevens, who works at 
the Phillips Center for the Per-
forming Arts during the week.

Jazz is an important genre to 
share with long-time fans and 
new listeners because it is a true 
American treasure, Stevens said.

A musician himself, Stevens 

plays the drums and studied at 
Berklee College of Music in Bos-
ton. 

Growing up, Stevens also had 
a jazz musician for a father. His 
father has now donated his en-
tire vinyl collection to the radio 
show.

“When you think about it, 
[jazz is] the soundtrack for our 
country in the last 100 years 
through Prohibition and the 
Roaring ‘20s, World War II, the 
Civil Rights Movement and the 
Vietnam War,” he said. “It’s now 
an important part of the world 

culture.”
Artists featured on Jazzville 

include important players in 
jazz history, such as Louis Arm-
strong, John Coltrane and Herbie 
Hancock.

Jazz vocalists such as Frank Si-
natra, Sarah Vaughan and  Harry 

Connick Jr., as well as current 
artists like Kenny Garret, Chris-
tian Scott and Vijay Iyer are also 
featured.

In the future, Stevens hopes 
to interview local jazz musicians 
and others who are stopping by 
to perform in Gainesville. 

Bill Bryson, Grow Radio sta-
tion manager, launched the In-
ternet radio station two years 
ago to do exactly what Jazzville 
does: provide a variety of music 
unavailable on local FM.

Bryson said he wanted to fill 
the void of a traditional college 
radio in Gainesville. 

Other Grow Radio stations in-
clude metal, hip-hop, experimen-
tal, talk and boogie and blues.

Grow Radio’s programming 
comes from music lovers who 
have the freedom to play music 
they are excited about, he said.

Listeners can stream content 
from growradio.org in real time, 
download an iPhone or smart-
phone app for playback on the 
go, or download the shows as 
podcasts to listen to in the future, 
Bryson said.

The station is staffed by vol-
unteer DJs who host an assort-
ment of shows with  music from 
different genres for, but not lim-
ited to, the Gainesville commu-
nity, Stevens said.

“The most important part of 
being a fan and a listener is that 
you continue to grow and dis-
cover new artists,” Stevens said.
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Dana Burke / Alligator Staff

UF business graduate Dave Newell DJs his Thursday night hip-hop radio show, “Enjoy the Silence,” in 
Grow Radio’s studio, located downtown.

New jazz radio show shares ‘American treasure’ with listeners
Only one other station in Gainesville plays jazz music
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Thursday’s question: Have you ever 
released a balloon into the sky?

Today’s question: Are you excited that the fair is return-
ing to Alachua County?

We’ve made it through another week. 
All of you have surely dived, headfirst, into your classes 

this semester, and this weekend will probably be a chance 
for some of you to relax a bit and recharge for next week.

Like you, we’re taking it easy this week with our weekly 
awards editorial, and hopefully you’ll have some laughs as 
you head to and from class. 

So, alas, we begin our according-to-some-no-one-takes-
the-editorial-section-seriously-anyway edition of...

Darts and Laurels
First, we are giving an it’s-time-to-get-some-funnel-

cake-then-regret-it-later LAUREL to Alachua County for 
bringing back the county fair. 

Last year, due to unpaid debts, the fair had to take a 
year off. Now it is back and should provide some entertain-
ment in this often uneventful town. 

Most students have probably heard about student-
professor relationships, and perhaps the recipient of our 
way-to-be-a-creeper DART got jealous. Music professor 
Arnold Irchai’s firing was recently upheld by an arbitrator 
after he was let go for forcing a kiss on one of his students. 
How desperate do you have to be? 

A recent report indicates that a high-profile politician 
might also have had a college fling, but with a high-profile 
athlete. 

This particular politician is often associated with racism, 
so the target of her youthful attraction could be surprising 
to some. 

That’s why we’re shooting an ebony-and-ivory LAU-
REL to Sarah Palin for allegedly hooking up with basket-
ball star Glen Rice during their time at the University of 
Michigan. Yeah, she hit that. 

Do you hate fun? Are you a sexist? Then you might 
want to move to the winner of our ruining-the-fun-for-
everyone DART to Iran. Since both men and women are 
participating in them, Iranian officials are trying to prevent 
flash mobs from starting water gun fights around the coun-
try. No wonder President Ahmadinejad is so angry all the 
time. 

If you like romance, this country might be right for you. 
But watch out, because you might get fined if you’re not ro-
mantic enough. That is why our this-is-why-nobody-likes-
you DART goes to France. That’s right, a French court or-
dered a man to fork over 10,000 euros to his ex-wife for not 
having enough sex. And people say men are sex-crazed. 

However, there is a court case we can all get behind. 
We’re throwing an it’s-about-time LAUREL to Circuit 
Judge Belvin Perry for forcing Casey Anthony to fork over 
$100,000 to pay for the cost of investigating her daughter’s 
case. Anthony led the police on a wild goose chase, costing 
everyone involved tons of time and money. To some, this 
might not be justice, but it sure is sweet. 

Have a fun and safe weekend, and be sure to check back 
next week. 

Importance of education lost in the mix
From the start of the modern education reform move-

ment, presidents Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, George 
W. Bush and Barack Obama have addressed educa-

tion in different ways. However the primary issue remains 
the same. Education was, and still is, in need of dramatic 
reform. 

In today’s economic climate, it is easy to get lost in im-
mediate issues that seem to take precedence over the one 
institution that can help alleviate many of our troubles: 
education. It is important that we take education out of the 
convoluted context in which it is entrapped today.

America’s flawed education system has caused students 
relentless anger, increasing hostility and, most importantly, 
hopelessness toward an academic institution they were 
once so excited to join. 

Somewhere between spending hundreds of dollars on 
textbooks and paying the part of tuition that our scholar-
ships no longer cover — or the entire cost of attendance for 
those who don’t have scholarships — we have become stu-
dents more interested in saving money than pursuing the 
optimal quality of education. 

Isn’t college supposed to fulfill our desire to obtain a 
valuable educational experience?  

Somewhere along the road of this thorny recession, stu-
dents have lost a sense of belonging. The passion that was 
once there to become a doctor, lawyer, scientist or teacher 
is replaced by a fear that the job prospects may not be suf-
ficient to return the amount spent on the degrees. 

In our individualistic society, such a fear is especially 
daunting.  

But why should we have to attend college with a dis-
gruntled attitude? Waking up for the first day of school is 
no longer coupled with a sense of excitement and adven-
ture; instead, it is met with disdain toward the fact that we 
are throwing our savings into this investment. 

Can anyone see what is missing here? The motivation 
is dying. The ambition is being compromised. Financial 

resources have not been prop-
erly allocated toward universities 
and, as we all know, money dic-
tates everything. 

Without money, schools are 
left with a myriad of issues that 
ultimately hinder a student’s abil-
ity to learn. Without a strong edu-
cation system, we will not breed 
strong students. Inevitably, weak 

students will only create a weak future for our country.
The virtue of education has been lost.  
To a certain degree, it is reasonable to point the finger at 

U.S. cultural attitudes and attribute the failure of our edu-
cation system to the shift in values that has come with our 
rising generation. 

Despite this claim, we still cannot overlook the scarcity 
of financial resources in the education sector. Even if our 
societal values do not revere education as much as other 
countries, nothing will improve unless we start implement-
ing more funds toward education. 

Even though identifying the underlying cause of our 
struggling education system is complex and often unwar-
ranted, one thing is certain: America is lagging. 

And we won’t get anywhere by advocating for an inac-
tive government to deal with our troubles. 

Education must be the target of reform and, in order for 
this to happen, we need strong leadership. 

The government must take an active and aggressive role 
in addressing the issues of our education system. Congress 
needs to be less concerned with interest groups and more 
concerned with nationwide cries for help. 

Let us not lose sight of the purpose of this profound and 
meaningful institution. Let us not strip students of their 
right to excel and provide for their country. 

Akansha Mishra is a pre-law junior at UF. Her column ap-
pears on Fridays.

Akansha Mishra
letters@alligator.org
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Do you let your cat roam free 
outside? 

If you answered yes, you 
are one of the millions of cat owners 
in the U.S. who is persuaded by his 
or her feline friends to let them roam 
outdoors.  Outside, they can wreak 
havoc on wildlife and put their own 
precious little lives in grave danger.

One cat that won the argument 
impacted my life forever. 

I was coming home one day and 
could hear the high-pitched scream-
ing of some small animal. I looked 
around, trying to locate the source 
of the sound, and noticed a collared 
cat, mid-tree, with a baby squirrel in 
its mouth. 

This is one of the many reasons 
why letting your cat outdoors causes 
problems. In terms of ecological and 
environmental reasons, there is a 
wide consensus that outdoor and 
feral cats are a huge problem to na-
tive wildlife populations. 

It is known that well-fed cats 
prey upon songbirds, certain small 
game birds, small mammals, lizards, 
snakes, amphibians and insects. 

In Florida, it is believed that cats 
prey upon rare and endangered 
species such as the piping plover 
and the Florida scrub jay. 

Research on domestic cats has 
shown that their hunting instinct 
is very different from their eating 
behaviors: A well-fed cat will still 

hunt. 
D a r i n 

Schroeder, 
the vice 

president of   conservation advocacy 
for the American Bird Conservancy, 
noted that about 500 million birds 
alone are killed by outdoor cats per 
year in the United States. 

One study found outdoor cats 
were the cause of a large portion 
ofgray catbird deaths. Of the 42 
deaths of the study’s radio-tagged 
gray catbirds, 80 percent of mortal-
ity was caused by predation. 

Other problems associated with 
outdoor cats include their role as 
vectors for disease transmission. It 
has been found that free-roaming 
cats are a risk for the transfer of sal-
monella, among other  diseases, to 
humans.

There are many humanistic and 
moralistic reasons to keep your fe-
line friends indoors. 

The main reason, however, is 
that you would significantly in-
crease your pet’s life expectancy. 
Studies have shown indoor cats live 
an average of 15 years while out-
door cats rarely live more than five 
years.  

By keeping your cat indoors, you 
would be avoiding violent interac-
tions between your pet and traffic 
and violent encounters between 
dogs, raccoons, coyotes and other 

animals. 
By keeping your pet inside, you 

would be decreasing their risk of 
exposure to many diseases like ra-
bies, feline leukemia and distemper, 
while simultaneously preventing 
the spread of parasites like worms, 
ticks, mites and fleas into your 
home. 

There are important lifestyle 
changes to consider when solving 
the ecological problems associated 
with cats. 

First, you can humanly trap feral 
or untagged cats and bring them to 
the local animal shelter. 

Second, you can systematically 
place bird feeders or baths in open 
areas with no cat hiding places.

Third, if you insist on subject-
ing your pet to the dangers of out-
side, make sure your pet has some 
kind of noise-making device to alert 
wildlife of its presence.  

Fourth, try to keep your cat in-
doors, at least at night, due to the 
increased vulnerability of wildlife. 

Finally, support legislation for 
cat registration, control and protec-
tion plans. 

For more information please 
visit the following websites: myfwc.
com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/
mammals/feral-cats/ and www.
abcbirds.org/index.html.

Sarah Lane is a wildlife ecology and 
conservation senior at UF. 

Keeping cats indoors good for ecosystem 
Guest column

Sarah Lane
Speaking Out

The significant changes 
and new challenges 
in the Middle East are 

sending a clear and direct 
message to the state of Israel 
— the days of violating inter-
national law are over. 

Perhaps the most symbolic 
challenge to Israel’s policy is 
the Palestinians’ declaration 
to pursue the Israeli-Palestin-
ian case before the United Na-
tions later this month. 

The word “symbolic” 
should be stressed, as the 
U.N. Security Council’s ac-
tual approval of a potential 
Palestinian state shouldn’t be 
anticipated.

What should be appar-
ent, however, is that this is a 
message sent toward Israel 
— there will be no more em-
barrassing concessions such 
as those apparent in the in-
famous Palestinian Papers. 
Though there are still differ-
ences between the various 
parties in the West Bank and 
Gaza, the Palestinian cause 
will be unquestionably legiti-
mized. 

The likely acceptance of a 

t w o -
thirds 
m a -
j o r i t y 

vote in the General Assembly 
will lead to the categorization 
of Palestine as an “observer 
state” — or further, bring Is-
rael to the International Crim-
inal Court for the various 
violations of international law 
such as the illegal blockade of 
Gaza, the construction of an 
illegal barrier, construction of 
illegal settlements and other 
violations.

According to Al-Jazeera, 
the Young Mizrahis — Jews of 
Middle Eastern and North Af-
rican origins — is one Israeli 
group saluting the current up-
risings in the Middle East. 

In an open letter, the Miz-
rahis states, “We have faith in 
intra-regional dialogue … as a 
catalyst towards renewing the 
Andalusian model of Muslim-
Jewish-Christian partnership, 
God willing, Inshallah.” And 
I reaffirm, Inshallah. 

Nader Hasan is a columnist 
for The Oracle at the University 
of South Florida.

Palestine sending 
important message

UWire

Nadar Hasan
UWire
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� CANCELLATION FEES ARE COMMON.

MORGAN WATKINS
Alligator Staff Writer

Gators fans flooding into Gainesville for 
home football games this season will face strict 
reservation rules at some hotels — including a 
two-night booking minimum.

The Hilton University of Florida Confer-
ence Center requires a minimum two-night 
stay on home football game weekends for 
high-demand games like the University of 
Tennessee and University of Alabama con-
tests, said David Burgraff, director of sales for 
the hotel. 

Hotel guests must reserve a room for both 
Friday and Saturday night on those week-
ends. 

“We’d be doing ourselves a disservice if we 
sold out on a Friday night but not a Saturday 
night,” Burgraff said.

The requirement is geared to help the Hil-
ton meet the massive demand for rooms on 
these weekends and maximize its occupancy.

The Hilton also requires people to prepay 
for their rooms 45 days in advance.

“I guess those who complain about it just 
don’t book with us,” he said. “[As for] the 
people who are here — I’m assuming they’re 

OK with it since they’re putting their money 
down.”

Rates vary, although they are usually high-
er for weekends where the Gators play prime 
opponents, Burgraff said.

Staff at some hotels said these minimums 
could be waived for games that draw smaller 
crowds, such as the recent Gators matches 
against Florida Atlantic University and Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birmingham.

Kelly Nutt, a third-year zoology major at 
UF, said her parents attended two football 
games last year and stayed in local hotels.

They didn’t like the two-night minimum 
requirement because they like to save money 
when possible, she said.

But they made the best of their weekend 
stays, she said, by spending time with their 
daughter. 

“They couldn’t really do anything about it, 
so they might as well take advantage of it,” she 
said.  

Her mother has stayed at her apartment on 
solo visits. But when both of her parents come 
to Gainesville, they stay in hotels because Nutt 
doesn’t want to burden her two roommates 
with the extra guests, she said — especially 
since she and one of her roommates share a 
bathroom. 

She said their favorite hotel to stay at in 
Gainesville is Cabot Lodge.

While visiting for the UF Homecoming 
game this year, she said, her parents will 
spend time with Nutt and her sister Cara, a 
freshman.

The Sweetwater Branch Inn, a Gainesville 
bed and breakfast, also has a two-night mini-
mum for most game weekends, said Rhea 
Looney, reservations manager at the inn.

Guests can choose whether to spend their 
two required nights on a Friday, Saturday or 
Sunday.

The inn will sometimes drop its two-day 
requirement as the game date nears, depend-
ing on the expected occupancy. No prepaid 
deposits are required, but there is a strict can-
cellation policy. 

“Sometimes people will call a year ahead, 
and then within a week of a reservation they’ll 
cancel,” Looney said. 

If a person wishes to cancel after making 
the reservation, they must pay a $10 cancella-
tion fee at the inn.

When people cancel less than 30 days be-
fore their reservation date, they must pay the 

room costs in full, she said.
The full-payment requirement may be 

waived if there are extreme circumstances, 
such as a death in the family or if people find 
replacements to fill the now-empty room, she 
said. 

The Holiday Inn University Center also has 
a two-night minimum requirement for home 
game weekends, said Trusha Jariwala, a guest 
services representative at the hotel. 

People must book both Friday and Satur-
day night on those dates. There is also a 30-day 
cancellation policy for reservations.

The Laurel Oak Inn, another Gainesville 
bed and breakfast, also has a two-night mini-
mum that requires customers to book Friday 
and Saturday nights on home game week-
ends, although sometimes the inn may make 
exceptions for Saturday and Sunday reserva-
tions, said owner Monta Burt. 

The inn also has a 30-day cancellation pol-
icy, after which people must pay for rooms in 
full. If people cancel 31 days or more before 
their reservation date, there is a $50 process-
ing fee. 

Cancellation costs are waived if the inn is 
able to re-book the room with a new occupant, 
Burt said. 

If a person does have to pay fees for cancel-
ing their reservation, they receive a gift card 
for their next visit, he said. 

Game weekend visitors face higher hotel rates, booking minimums

“They couldn’t really do anything 
about it, so they might as well take 

advantage of it.”
Kelly Nutt

UF junior
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT

CLARE LENNON
Alligator Writer

Library hours and transportation 
are hot topics in the upcoming fall 
Student Government elections.

The Students Party and the Unite 
Party included points in both cate-
gories on their platforms. Platforms 
list the goals of parties, which they 
will advertise leading up to the Sept. 
27 and 28 elections.

The Unite Party finalized its plat-
form Wednesday night. Students 
Party spokeswoman Carly Wilson 

said that while the party has re-
leased its rough platform, members 
are still working on finalizing some 
points.

Both parties promised to increase 
library hours on campus, and the 
Unite Party specified that members 
will work to make one library open 
24 hours a day.

Unite Party spokeswoman Chris-
tina Bonarrigo said the party hopes 
to be able to keep Library West open 
around the clock but the expenses of 
keeping such a large building open 
all day may be an issue.

The Unite Party platform pledg-
es to expand scooter parking on 
campus, build bus stop awnings, in-

crease bicycle sig-
nage and aware-
ness and increase 
the number of 
SNAP cars and 
pickup areas.

The Students 
Party platform 
promises to  ex-
pand SNAP avail-

ability, add to weekend bus services 
and put GPS-equipped bus monitors 

at major stops and in residence halls. 
Wilson said lighting and safety are 
also concerns. 

Bonarrigo said Unite Party mem-
bers had students suggest platform 
ideas on whiteboards on Turlington 
Plaza on Tuesday and Wednesday.

“I think they wanted to see us 
actually do something tangible,” she 
said, referring to the physical im-
provements students requested.

She said students were espe-
cially concerned with having hand 
sanitizer dispensers in residence 
halls and increasing the number 

of water fountains on campus. 
Both are on the Unite platform.  
The Students Party platform em-
phasizes transparency between stu-
dents and SG as well as fighting cor-
ruption in SG. 

Wilson said SG should advertise 
openings in SG branch positions 
more and make application periods 
longer. 

She said Accent applications 
were available for less than a week 
during the summer.

“It’s clearly something that needs 
to be addressed,” she said.

Party platforms address transportation, safety issues

Bonarrigo



ERIN JESTER
Alligator Writer

A representative from the U.S. 
Postal Service came to Evinston on 
Thursday evening to hear residents’ 
concerns about the potential closing 
of Wood and Swink Old Store’s post 
office.

Carolyn Kirce, who represents 
north central Florida to the Postal 
Service, told residents that the post 
office is under consideration to be 
closed because of low workload, not 
necessarily because of cost. 

It takes a postal worker at Wood 
and Swink only two hours a day, on 
average, to perform his or her duties, 
which is not an effective return, she 
said.

One main concern presented 
by the 70 people who attended the 
meeting at Evinston United Method-
ist Church was the historical status 
of the post office, which was added 
to the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1989. 

Another concern was the in-
creased cost Evinston residents will 
endure if they are forced to pay for 
rural delivery or drive to Micanopy 
to pick up mail.

One man who spoke up at the 
meeting said he would have to travel 

1,000 extra miles a year driving to 
and from Micanopy’s post office.

Residents stressed to Kirce that 
Wood and Swink is central to the 
cultural and historical identity of 
Evinston.

“There is no other facility in the 
state of Florida, from Pensacola to 
Key West, that is comparable to this,” 
said Bill Bowe, of Gainesville. “This 
doesn’t even belong to Evinston, it 
belongs to the entire state of Flori-
da. The price is just too great not to 
maintain.” 

The voices of those who expressed 
their concerns were recorded in a 
file that will be taken to the Postal 
Service’s headquarters for consider-
ation. 

Kirce said residents’ comments 
will be taken into account during the 
Postal Service’s review of post offices 
slated for closure.

No date was given at the meet-
ing for when the Postal Service will 
make a decision about closing the 
post office.

Former owner Freddie Wood Jr. 
was adamant that closing a post of-
fice that serves about 85 people isn’t 
a cost-effective choice for the postal 
service.

“I can’t see why this is costing the 
government so much,” he said.
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U.S. Postal Service representative Carolyn Kirce spoke to about 70 Evinston residents Thursday eve-
ning about the potential closure of Wood and Swink Old Store’s post office. Residents expressed their 
concerns about closing the historic landmark.

Postal Service representative hears concerns about possible closing

� MONARCH BUTTERFLIES 
WILL BE FEATURED.

SAMANTHA SHAVELL
Alligator Contributing Writer

Before the butterflies in north 
central Florida take wing, one lo-
cal butterfly farm is inviting the 
public to celebrate the colorful 
creatures.

The first annual Florida Mon-

arch Festival will be Sept. 24 at 
Greathouse Butterfly Farm on 
State Road 26 in Earleton, Fla. 

The festival will be held from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and is free and 
open to the public. Parking will be 
by donation, said Ed Sherwood, 
the festival organizer. 

The owner of Greathouse But-
terfly Farm, Zane Greathouse, cre-
ated the festival to bring attention 
to the steps that need to be taken 
to protect the monarch butterfly. 

The monarch population has di-
minished in the last 50 years, Sher-
wood said. 

The monarch butterfly is known 
for its annual migration to high-al-
titude forests in Mexico each win-
ter. The forest ecosystems need to 
be preserved for the butterflies to 

continue to migrate there. 
The festival will feature lo-

cal vendors, arts and crafts, face 
painting, bungee jumping, pony 
rides, butterfly plant sales, local 
food and live acoustic music. 

There will also be a two-hour 
educational program with mon-
arch experts to educate the public 
on the butterfly.

“The festival’s goal is to edu-
cate while having fun,” Sherwood 
said.

Although the Butterfly Rainfor-
est at the Florida Museum of Nat-
ural History has its own Butter-
flyFest in October, workers there 
think any festival that informs 
people about butterflies is a good 
thing.

“The more information we can 
provide about [pollinators] like 
butterflies and moths, the better,” 
said Paul Ramey, the assistant di-
rector for marketing and public 
relations at the museum.

Butterfly farm aims to educate, entertain with new festival
“The festival’s goal is to 

educate while having fun.” 
Ed Sherwood

festival organizer
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Kelly Nedimyer, a fourth-year dental student, sees patients ranging from 15 to 94 years old at 
the UF College of Dentistry’s clinic.

JOEY FLECHAS
Alligator Staff Writer

UF is looking to increase access to den-
tal care in Florida by expanding its dental 
school and producing more dentists.

The university’s plans were present-
ed for informational purposes before 
the Board of Governors, the governing 
body of the state university system, on 
Wednesday afternoon.

The plan for the College of Dentistry 

calls for an expansion of 80 students over 
five years and a renovation of the 40-year-
old dental science building.

UF is asking for about $3.2 million in 
state funds for the first year to fund the 
renovation.

A report presented to the Board of 
Governors in June found that while 
the state doesn’t necessarily need more 
dentists, access needs to be improved 
throughout Florida’s 67 counties.

According to the report, 21 counties 
lack dental providers who take Medicaid 
due to the state’s low Medicaid dental re-
imbursement rates.

The report found that too many den-
tists are concentrated in urban areas, like 
Miami-Dade and Broward counties, and 
access in Florida’s more rural counties is 
limited.

UF’s plan would cost $15.2 million 
over five years for educational and out-
reach expenses.

UF outlines new plan for 
dental school expansion

� ABOUT 350 SETS OF BOOKS AND 
JOURNALS CAN BE MOVED TO AN 
OFF-SITE STORAGE SPACE.

TYLER BENJAMIN
Alligator Contributing Writer

More space for students in Library West 
could become available within a year as the 
library’s inventory sheds about 400 sets of 
low-use publications.

These publications are currently shelved 

but available online, according to Judy Rus-
sell, dean of university libraries at UF.

Russell said about 350 sets of journals 
and periodicals have already been identi-
fied for storage and 60 for potential recy-
cling. 

She said the third floor’s reference sec-
tion may also be relocated to an off-site 
storage facility. 

Using additional storage is not new for 
UF.  The university already operates an off-
site storage space known as the Auxiliary 
Library Facility and has received verbal ap-

proval for the use of a second storage site, 
Russell said. 

The removed books will leave hundreds 
of square feet that will either be filled with 
collections from other UF libraries, such as 
the Architecture and Fine Arts Library, or 

remodeled to accommodate more students, 
Russell said. 

Parul Shanker, a 19-year-old psychol-
ogy major,  said she would love to see more 
space for students in the library.

“It’s already such a struggle to find 
space in Library West, and that is the most 
centralized place to study for me,” she said. 
“If you try to go to Library West during the 
popular evening hours, it is pretty much 
impossible to find a place to study.”

Russell said she expects to see collections 
moving out of Library West by October. 

Library West clears shelves to make room for students
“If you try to go to Library West 

during the popular evening hours, it 
is pretty much impossible to find a 

place to study.”
Parul Shanker

UF psychology major

$15 million 
needed for 
the expenses
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AVAILABLE NOW & FALL
●Studio $410 ●1BRs $425-495
●2BR/1.5BA, W/D $580
Gore Rabell Real Estate 378-1387
www.Gore-Rabell.com          12-7-11-74-2

    !! LIVE LIFE ON THE BOARDWALK !!
●       1/1 Flats & Cool Lofts!
●       2/2’s and 3/2’s * Pets Loved!
●       Pools * Cardio * Tanning * Tennis
●       Washer/Dryers * HUGE Floor Plans!
●       377-7401 * BoardwalkApt.com
12-7-11-74-2

3/2 House Available Immediately
Near Law School, Shopping, Restaurants
Free UF Parking!
352.371.7777                    12-7-11-74-2

Greenwich Green
2/2 for $869

Patio and Storage Closet
Call 352-372-8100

12-7-11-74-2

Spacious 1, 2, & 3br starting at $475. Many 
floor plans, some with enclosed patios or bal-
conies. Italian tile, bedrooms carpeted. DW, 
W/D hook-ups, verticals, CH/AC. Near bus 
route, some walk to UF. Call 352-332-7700   
12-7-11-74-2

SECTION 8 HOUSING ACCEPTED
Newly remodeled 2 & 3 BDs
Quiet neighborhood. Lots of upgrades.
Free 32" HD Plasma TV for new Sec 8 lease. 
Must see! Call 332-7700    12-7-11-74-2

AVAILABLE NOW - ONLY A FEW LEFT!!
We have REAL 1/1s

3 blocks to UF - GATORNEST
575 sq ft, $550

300 NW 18th Street
No application fee, most pets ok.

For info call E.F.N. Properites, 352-371-3636
or visit our website at www.efnproperties.com
9-30-11-29-2

3bedroom $509/person
All inclusive townhome with everything in-
cluded! Utilities, cable, internet, furniture & 
washer/dryer. The Laurels Apts. Call now: 
352-335-4455    12-7-11-74-2

NEED A RENTAL?
CHECK OUT THESE DEALS

Browse our website.
www.trend4rent.com

Call 352-375-7104 today!
12-7-74-2

Post Apartments- 1br apts in a quiet n'hood 
near campus/downtown; some utils incl.
●1825 NW 10th St. - Pvt. patio w/ lock gate, 
green space, big trees. $499 ●1700 SW 16th 
Ct. - 1 block from Shands. $549-$599.
postj@bellsouth.net - 376-0080, 284-3873.
12-7-11-74-2

HOUSES FOR AUGUST ● BIKE TO UF
●3BR/2BA, fenced yard, $1000
●4/2 in NW $1300.
Gore Rabell Real Estate 378-1387
www.Gore-Rabell.com       12-7-11-74-2

3BR, 2Bath, Washer/Dryer, 
Fenced backyard, Carport,

No pets. $1450./Mo   303-877-4915
9-19-11-30-2

PET’S PARADISE
$390 - $650. No app or pet fee. 1 & 2BR, 
privacy fenced. SW. 352-331-2099   9-23-
11-29-2

Roommates a Hassle?
Move into your own downtown apt!
www.ArlingtonSquare.org
Studios and 1Bdrms starting at $599!
Check availability now! 338-0002
12-7-11-74-2

HISTORIC APTS Downtown Pleasant St 
Historic District. 1-3BRs avail now & fall. Ceiling 
fans, porches, wd flrs, some w/ W/D. ALSO we 
have 2 & 3BR homes. Cats ok, no dogs.1st, 
last, sec. aprleve@aol.com  538-1550
9-16-11-20-2

3BR, 2BA, Condo Unit, Ground Floor, Kitchen 
& living area; Swimming pool & tennis courts; 
The Sparrow; $700.00 per month.
Call Cristen at 352-514-6222    9-19-11-20-2

Near UF Campus The Baxter House
Historic spacious 2 story brick, 4BR/2BA. 
Custom built with many beautiful, unique 
features; all the amenities NPets, NS, $2000/
month obo + util. Call 275 1259    9-19-11-
20-2

2BR/1BA Cent heat mobile home. 
Shady lot, laundry room. From $290 to 
$400/mo. Includes water. No pets. 
1st month half price! Vacant lots also
available. 4546 NW 13th St. 376-5887
9-20-20-2

Spectacular 3BR, Lakefront Condo
1 mile south of UF and Shands
recently renovated,  $1299 month
pool, clubhouse, 2500 s.f. + garage
available immediately (352) 262-2871    9-21-
11-20-2

The Polos
1 Month FREE or FREE Cable

1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartments
Move in by September 15th

352-335-7656 www.thepolosuf.com
12-7-11-68-2

Spacious 3br/2ba/2cg home in Blues Creek, 
huge Mbr/ba w/walk-in closet,cent ac/heat 
w/sec sys,internet hookup, all appls, W/D, 
$1200/mo, 7953 NW 48 way, call 954-805-
7827, 561-912-6223, billyo110708@att.net  
9-20-11-10-2

SPACIOUS TOWNHOME with backyard,
2BR/1.5BA

off Archer Road near UF.
Contact 386-328-6229.

e-mail moritae@yahoo.com $529/month
9-29-11-15-2

GIGANTIC 4BR/2BA HOUSE 2 blks to UF/
Sorority/Norman/Shands area. Dining rm, 
remodeled baths, cent AC/heat, new wd flrs, 
W/D, DW. Pets ok. Parking! Was $2400 re-
duced to $1780 OBO. 352-665-8166 lv msg.   
9-27-11-10-2

1BR/1BA Apts, side-by-side. Large screened-
in porch, W/D hook-up. Pets ok. Monthly rent 
$499/each. Sec Dep $499. Near Shands & 
Vet school, 3300 SW 23rd St. Apts #2 & 3 
Please call 352-371-3473    10-5-11-15-2

Peaceful living, large floorplans, closets 
galore, FREE CABLE, must see upgrades 
1/1 from $550 2/2 from $595
352-372-9913                          10-5-11-14-2

I WILL PAY 1 MONTH RENT AND 
APPLICATION FEE TO SUBLET ($300)- 1 
bedroom with bathroom in quad apt. at The 
Crossing at Santa Fe, female only....rent 
$359/mo. until August 2012.....background 
check required...
pls. call 813-391-7596...Liz   9-16-11-5-3

1/1 in a 3/3 at the Enclave. $514/month, 
cable, utilities, wireless internet, and fur-
niture included. January 2012-July 2012. 
Must be a female UF student. Email Krista 
at ufkris2011@gmail.com for details.   9-20-
11-7-3

RENT $357/mo. 1bed/bath available in a 3/3. 
All inclusive, incl. internet, cable, electric-
ity. With washer/dryer. I will pay application 
fee. Available Jan-May 2012. (Negotiable). 
Females only. Call 386 546 6315   9-21-11-
5-3

Roommate Matching HERE
Oxford Manor 377-2777
The Landings 336-3838
The Laurels 335-4455
Greenwich Green 372-8100
Hidden Lake 374-3866
12-7-74-4
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Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

SPACIOUS 2BR/2BA APT.
Convenient location to Shands, UF & Butler 
Plaza. Asking $700/mo. Please call Ketty 
305-332-6566. yttek@hotmail.com    9-21-
11-72-2

COLLEGE ROOMS STARTING AT $385.00 
MONTH, UTILITIES INCLUDED, NO MOVE 
IN COST. WE DO SEMESTER LEASING,
Frances 352-375-8787 Rent Florida Realty   
9-26-11-78-4

Sell your house, condo, acreage, mobile 
home and much more in the ALLIGATOR 
CLASSIFIEDS! Reach thousands of possible 
buyers! Mastercard and Visa accepted over 
the phone, by fax, email or CHECK OUT 
PLACING YOUR AD THRU OUR ONLINE 
AT www.alligator.org. or please call 373-
Find (373-3463)

NEW CONDOS-WALK TO UF
For Info on ALL Condo for Sale,
Visit www.UFCONDOS.COM or
Matt Price, University Realty, 352-281-3551
12-7-74-5

GA LAND SALE - 17 Tracts to choose from. 
Creeks, pond sites, wooded, clear cut, etc. 
Visit our website. stregispaper.com (478)987-
9700 St. Regis Paper Co.    9-16-1-5

BANK FORECLOSED, LAND LIQUIDATION, 
from $9,900, Blue Ridge mountains, paved 
roads, utilities, county water, panoramic 
views, excellent financing. Sale September 
24th, Call now! (888)757-6867 ext. 214    
9-16-1-5

BED - QUEEN - $120 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top, mattress & box. Name brand, 
new, still in plastic. Call 352-372-7490 will 
deliver.      12-7-11-74-6

BED - FULL SIZE - $100 ORTHOPEDIC
Pillow-top mattress & box. New, unused, still 
in plastic w/warranty. Can deliver. Call 352-
377-9846        12-7-11-74-6

MICROFIBER SOFA & LOVESEAT - $400
Brand new still packaged w/warranty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. Retail $1600. 352-372-
7490        12-7-11-74-6

BED - KING - $200 PILLOWTOP
mattress & box springs. Orthopedic rated. 
Name brand, new, never been used, in plas-
tic with warranty. Call 352-372-8588. Can 
deliver.   12-7-74-6

BEDROOM SET. 7pc Cherry, Queen/ king 
bed, dresser w/mirror, 2 nightstands, chests 
avail. Dovetail const. New, in boxes. Can de-
liver. Retail $4500, must sell, sacrifice $850 
(352) 372-7490    12-7-74-6

SOFA & LOVESEAT 100% Italian leather. 
Brand new in plastic w/warranty. Retail 
$1800. Sacrifice $700. Call  352-377-9846       
12-7-74-6

FUTON Solid oak mission-style frame w/
mattress. New, in box. $160   332-9899
___________________________________.
DINETTE SET 5pc $120 Brand new in box. 
Never used.  352-377-9846       12-7-74-6

**BEDS - ALL BRAND NEW**
**Full $100 Queen $125 King $200**
Orthopedic pillow-top sets. Brand name 
matching sets not used or refurbished. Still 
in plastic, direct from factory!  352-333-7516.     
12-7-74-6 

BED- QUEEN New orthopedic pillowtop mat-
tress and boxspring set. Brand name, brand 
new, still in plastic with warranty. Can deliver. 
$130  352-377-9846.     12-7-74-6

BEDROOM SET- $300 BRAND NEW
Still in boxes! 5 pieces include: Headboard,  
Nightstand, Dresser, Mirror, Chest. Must sell, 
can deliver. 352-377-9846.       12-7-11-74-6

●BED SET TWIN $49
●FULL $69
●QUEEN $89
●KING $99
352-376-0953 4390 SW 20TH AVE   10-6-
11-30-6

COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
Network specialists

We buy computers and laptops
Working and Non-working

378-4009, 607 NW 13th Street
12-7-70-7

●●●PARKING●●●
Private, Secure, Guaranteed. 60 sec to UF. 
Reserve now! Reasonable rates. 352-538-
2181. Can leave mssg. 12-7-11-74-10

UF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT AUCTIONS
are underway...
bikes, computers, printers, vehicles & more. 
All individuals interested in bidding go to: 
surplus.ufl.edu  392-0370
12-7-10-74-10

GOATS FOR SALE
Charlie - 352-278-1925       12-7-74-10

SAWMILLS from only $3997- MAKE MONEY 
& SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. 
FREE Info & DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com/300N (800)578-1363 Ext.300N    9-16-
1-10

★★★WWW.RPMMOTORCYCLES.COM★★
FULL SERVICE MOTORCYCLE - SCOOTER 
REPAIR. 12TH YEAR IN GVILLE. OEM 
& AFTERMARKET PARTS. BEST TIRE 
PRICES IN TOWN. 352-377-6974    12-7-
74-11

12-7-11-74-11

★★★★NEW SCOOTERS 4 LESS★★★★
Now carrying Vespa Scooters!

Great Scooters, Service & Prices!
118 NW 14th Ave, Ste D, 336-1271

www.NS4L.com
12-7-11-74-11

★★SCOOTER REPAIR★★
New Scooters 4 Less has LOW repair rates!

Will repair any make/model. Close to UF!
Pick-ups avail. Cheap oil changes!! 336-1271
12-7-11-74-11

★★★Road Rat Motors★★★
Largest Scooter Store in Town! Run by Gator 
Grads! New scooters starting at $899. 1yr 
Parts AND labor warranties included. 376-
6275 RoadRatMotors.com   12-7-11-74-11

Road Rat Motors is Gville’s  #1 service facility. 
We repair ALL brands of scooters. Pickups 
available. Lowest labor rates around. Quickest 
turnaround time. Run by Gator Grads so we 
know how to treat our customers! 376-6275    
12-7-11-74-11

★★SCOOTER RENTALS★★
Rent for a day, week, month or semester.
Students can rent to own!   352-336-1271

www.gainesvillescooterrentals.com
12-7-11-74-11

2007 Honda CBR600RR Perfect Condition  
2007 Honda CBR600RR, garage kept and 
covered. 1600 miles perfect condition, never 
down. You must have a valid motorcycle li-
cense to test it out.   $6200   Ph: (352) 281-
7907  Email: kgb@digitalcontrollab.com 
9-16-5-11

CARS - CARS Buy●Sell●Trade
Clean BMW, Volvo, Mercedes
Toyota, Honda, Nissan cars

3432 N Main St. www.carrsmith.com
CARRSMITH AUTO SALES 373-1150

12-7-74-12

WE BUY JUNK CARS
Titles Only. Call KT
352-281-9980 or 352-215-3151    12-7-11-
74-12

I BUY CARS & TRUCKS
Call Anytime       352-339-5158
9-30-11-21-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
BACK TO SCHOOL SALE!
PRICES SLASHED!!!!
NO CREDIT CHECKS!!!!
352-338-1999     12-7-74-12

SUN CITY AUTO SALES
ALL VEHICLES $0 DOWN!
NO CREDIT CHECKS
CASH VEHICLES $999 & UP!
352-338-1999     12-7-74-12

92 EAGLE TALON $999
89 FORD BRONCO $999
94 FORD TAURUS $999
96 HONDA ACCORD $1499
352-338-1999     12-7-74-12

96 CADILLAC DEVILLE $1999
95 NISSAN 200SX $1999
98 FORD F250 $2500
02 CHEVY BLAZER $4999
352-338-1999     12-7-74-12

96 TOYOTA CAMRY $1999
98 PONTIAC GRAND AM $1999
01 DODGE NEON $1999
00 OLDS ALERO $2500
352-338-1999     12-7-74-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
CERTIFIED USED VEHICLES
NO CREDIT CHECK
MOVE VEHICLES $500 & UP!
352-375-9090     12-7-74-12

SUNRISE AUTO SALES
BACK TO SCHOOL SALE!
PRICES SLASHED!!!!
NO CREDIT CHECK!
352-375-9090     12-7-74-12

03 HONDA CIVIC $8900
04 HONDA ACCORD $8999
03 MITS ECLIPSE $7999
05 TOYOTA CAMRY $10999
352-375-9090       12-7-74-12

02 NISSAN XTERRA $8999
07 SUZUKI VITARA $12999
04 HONDA ODYSSEY $9999
05 SUZUKI XLT $9999
352-375-9090      12-7-74-12

LOCAL ARTIST NEEDS:
★ Gold ★ Diamonds ★ Gems ★ Class Rings 
★ ETC ★ Top Cash $$$ or Trade ★
OZZIE’S FINE JEWELRY 352-318-4009.  
12-7-74-13

UF GRAD PAYS MORE
for gold jewelry, scrap gold, Rolex, diamonds, 
guitars, etc. Top $$$. Get my offer before you 
sell! Call Jim 376-8090 or 222-8090
12-7-74-13
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The American Cancer Society
Road to Recovery Volunteers Needed!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
to transport cancer patients to treatment. 

Flexible schedule.
Training and liability insurance provided. 

Please call
352-240-5053 if interested.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I AM BLIND & WOULD LIKE HELP WITH:
●Rides to church: Mass at Queen of Peace.
●Learning to rake knit hats to send to Haiti & 
other places.                   Call 352-219-6948      
9-22-11-74-13 

St. Francis House is a 
homeless shelter and soup kitchen

located in downtown Gainesville
and we are looking for help 

from volunteers like you. 
St. Francis House is in need of donations

such as personal hygiene items
and household cleaners such as

bleach and liquid Lysol. 
If you are interested in helping, 

please contact
Stephanie Breval at (352) 378-9079

or by e-mail at
sfhcoor@stfranchis.cfcoxmail.com

$$ CASH PAID, UP TO $500 $$
FOR JUNK CARS & TRUCKS

RUNNING OR NOT, ANY CONDITION
SAME DAY PICK UP. FREE TOWING

NO TITLE NEEDED. CALL 352-771-6191
 10-11-11-30-13

This newspaper assumes no responsibil-
ity for injury or loss arising from contacts 
made through advertising. We suggest that 
any reader who responds to advertising use 
caution and investigate the sincerity of the 
advertiser before giving out personal infor-
mation or arranging meetings or investing 
money.

What's black and white and read all over??
The Independent Florida Alligator
Be part of the sales team of the

largest college newspaper in the country
by applying to be a

PAID SALES REP
If you are a UF or SFC student

available to work 15-20 hours a week
this fall, and are eager to gain

valuable sales experience,
stop by the Alligator,

1105 W. University Avenue,
to fill out an application and

class schedule or email resume to
soconnor@alligator.org.

We will contact you for an interview
opportunity to get your career jump started!

EEO/AA.

The Independent Florida Alligator

IT Department
Is now accepting applications for a

STUDENT  INTERN
If you are a student able to work 4-10 hours

per week this fall and are eager to gain
valuable hands-on experience in desktop

support and network infrastructure, then stop
by the Alligator, 1105 W University Ave, M-F,

9am-4pm to fill out an application.
Please include available work schedule,

references, and resume.
EEO/AA.

BARTENDING

$300 A DAY POTENTIAL
No experience necessary, training provided.
800-965-6520 ext 138            12-7-11-74-14

TUTORS NEEDED 1-on-1 tutoring at-risk 
K-12th grade students. $10/hr. 1-4 after-
noons/wk. 15-20 min drive from campus. UF 
Fed Wk Study Permit req for emp. Volunteers 
welcome. Contact Sally at st23@cox.net   
9-21-11-20-14

Students in Accounting, Aviation, Business/
Sales and computer science needed for 
various positions. Flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Join our team! Learn more 
at www.gleim.com/employment    12-7-11-
74-14

$STUDENTS GET CASH ON THE SPOT$
For gently used clothing/accessories & fur-
niture. No appt.necessary! - Sandy’s Savvy 
Chic Resale Boutique 2906 NW 13th St. 372-
1226  sandysresale.com  12-7-11-74-14

DOMINOS PIZZA NOW HIRING
Closing Drivers.
$100/night Guaranteed.
Apply at gatordominos.com    9-30-11-34-14

Flashbacks buys, trades, and consigns 
clothing, jewelry, shoes and purses. We pay 
$. We buy name brands, mall brands, indie, 
punk, goth, urban, prep, hippie, retro, and 
costume. 509 NW 10th Ave. 352-375-3752   
12-7-74-14

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed. Gainesville. 
100% FREE to join. Click on Surveys   12-
7-11-73-14

Sleep Center Superstores is looking to fill 
FULL & PART time positions for SALES & 
DELIVERY help. Candidates must be de-
pendable, honest, personable & motivated. 
We will work with obscure schedules. $7.31-
$10.00 per hour depending on experience, 
plus incentives. Apply in person 4994 NW 
39th Avenue Suite A Gainesville 32606. 
(352) 872-5668     9-20-11-5-14

ATTENTION SEDENTARY ADULTS (50+)!!
Need participants in a UF study assessing 
the accuracy of an advanced pedometer. $$$ 
provided!!! If interested, call 336-406-3706 or 
email FitBit10000@gmail.com    9-23-8-14

LAW CLERK-P/T. Law student, creative 
problem solver. Green conscious, book 
lover, passion for writing/knowledge/fitness/
MMA. 626 NE 1st St, 32601. Send resume & 
writing sample to paulsrothstein@gmail.com    
9-27-11-10-14

Extended Day Enrichment
Program Is Hiring Now
SCHOOL BOARD OF ALACHUA COUNTY
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM-
VARIOUS LOCATIONS-
● ENERGETIC PEOPLE TO TEACH 
OUTDOOR GAMES - $10/hr - BA desired or 
successful exp. working w/ children.
●   CREATIVE PEOPLE TO TEACH ARTS 
& CRAFTS - $10/hr - BA desired or success-
ful exp. working w/ children.
Hours required - M,T,Th,F - 1:45-5:30, Wed 
- 12:30-5:30 PM
DRUG TESTING REQUIRED - 
BACKGROUND CHECK CONDUCTED - 
AA/EOE
For More Information Call: 352-955-7766.
Apply online www.sbac.edu
9-16-11-3-14

●●●ATTENTION SMOKERS!●●●
●●Do you want to quit smoking?●●
Smokers needed to participate in a smoking 
cessation study. You may be compensated. 
Call UF Smoking Lab & Clinic (352) 870-
6509 or email: ufsmokelabclinic@gmail.com   
10-12-20-14

Housekeeping- occasional housekeeper 
wanted to clean for 3 hours in Haile 
Plantation at $50. About every two weeks, 
more possible. Call 352-335-2908
9-6-1-14

Native French speaker to babysit 5 y/o boy 
3-5 hrs/wk. $20/hr cash.
Prefer female, but will consider male apps. 
Flexible hrs to accommodate your schedule. 
352-328-6828                9-23-11-6-14 

GARDENING
& exterior landscape work, 4-6 hours/week, 
$10/hour, contact rlevy@mmparrish.com
or call Roz, 870-9100.                   9-22-5-14

Female Nanny / Babysitter needed in 
Gainesville. Flexible hours, great pay to 
help with one child. If needed, we have a 
separate townhouse available for the right 
candidate. Contact Paula - 352-263-8962.
9-29-11-10-14

Driver- GREAT MILES! Great Pay! $1000 
Sign-on for Experienced CO's & $1500 
Incentives for O/O's. Driver Academy 
Refresher Course available. recruit@ffex.
net. (855)356-7121    9-16-1-14

A Few Pro Drivers Needed Top Pay & 401K 
2 Mos. CDL Class A Driving Exp (877)258-
8782 www.meltontruck.com    9-16-1-14

Driver - Up to $2500 Sign on Bonus. Start a 
New Career! 100% Paid CDL Training! No 
Experience Required. CRST EXPEDITED 
(800)326-2778 www.JoinCRST.com    9-16-
1-14

$5,000 Sign-On Bonus! Frac Sand Haulers 
with complete Bulk Pneumatic Rigs only. 
Relocate to Texas for tons of work! Fuel/
Quick pay available. (800)491-9022    9-16-
1-14

Centerplate Part-Time Jobs!
● Event Supervisors
● Warehouse Runners
● Cashiers
Apply in person at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
www.centerplate.eventbrite.com

(352) 692-6244
                      9-23-11-17-14

Earn $1000-$3200 per month
to drive our cars with ads.
www.FreeCarJobs.com    11-18-11-57-14

Florida Football Drink Seller!
Tremendous Cash in a Short Time!
Yes - it is a work out!
Apply in person at Concessions Office
Gate 18 BHG Stadium       9-23-11-17-14

PHONE REPS NEEDED ASAP
Flexible Shifts, 
Must be Articulate and Reliable
371-5888 X111 or 6020 NW 4th Pl, Ste G
9-30-21-14

Wanted: Head Lacrosse Coach for boys var-
sity at Gainesville High School. Playing exp. 
a must. Fax resume to C.J. Boulware: 352-
955-7283. Info: 352-955-6707x289 /
boulwarecj@gm.sbac.edu     9-30-11-20-14

MARTIAL ARTS INSTRUCTOR WANTED!
For growing tkd school in Gainesville.
Friendly, energetic person.
Experience preferred.
Leave message at (352)375-0700.     9-23-
11-14-14

Doorstep Delivery seeks delivery drivers! 
Flexible schedule, perfect job for students 
looking for extra $. Very busy during game 
weekends! Must be 21+ with a clean driving 
record. Please call 352.224.3090 for more 
details.   9-21-11-10-14

Participants wanted for Perception Study. 
Ages 18-35, Native English Speakers with 
normal hearing. $10 compensation for partic-
ipation. Contact Krista at spl.ufl@gmail.com. 
Study begins September 15th.   9-21-10-14

If you are age 18-30 with a sedentary to mod-
erately active lifestyle, Dr. Thomas Buford is 
conducting a study to investigate the poten-
tial role of blood flow in the loss of muscle as 
we age. Participation in the study will require 
5 visits to the clinical lab, medical history, 
blood and muscle tissue sample, physical 
and cognitive testing, MRI. Compensation of 
up to $250 in gift cards. Call the UF Institute 
on Aging, 352-273-5919.    9-22-11-10-14

RETAIL - THORNEBROOK CHOCOLATES
Looking for a sweet job? We are hiring PT 
staff at Thornebrook Chocolates! Must be 
available year-round. E-mail resume to 
Cathleen@ThornebrookChocolates.com.    
9-19-11-7-14

ACT Coordinator
Immediate full time or part time opening for 
a person with SAT/ACT tutoring background 
to help develop a new program at Gleim 
Publications. Great opportunity a "go getter". 
Must have strong written and verbal skills 
and a good attention to detail. Please apply 
online at http://www.gleim.com/employment    
9-23-11-10-14.

SANDY’S SAVVY CHIC RESALE BOUTIQUE
NOW HIRING
Great working environment. PT/FT positions 
available. Apply in person @ 2906 NW 13Tth 
St. 352-372-1226 sandysresale.com    9-26-
11-10-14

Female Tutor/Sitter/Driver needed for 9 & 
13 yr old. 1 to 3 days/wk (MTWTh 3:15p to 
8:15p) some late nights & Sundays. Math & 
computer skills. 15 mile commute. Contact 
352-332-6465.     9-19-11-4-14

Permanent part time for yard, housekeep-
ing, errands. Students only. Start $10/hr. 
Weekends required. Call Sebastian 352-
591-3000.    9-19-11-4-14

 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2011 § ALLIGATOR, 17



IMPORT AUTO REPAIR. BMW, Mercedes, 
Porsche, Volvo, VW, Honda, Toyota, Nissan, 
Mazda. Quality craftsmanship, reasonable 
prices, near UF, AAA approved 378-7830 
www.carrsmith.com   12-7-74-15

Want to be a CNA, phlebotomist or pharm 
tech? Express Training offers courses, days, 
eve, weekend. All classes live, no videos. 
Call 352-338-1193 or
expresstrainingservices.com  12-7-11-74-15

PERSONAL TRAINING 300 
Personal and Group Training

Flexible Scheduling   Exclusive Facility 
Call for a free workout

339-2199
12-7-74-15

Now you can easily
submit your classified ad
for print and/or web editions

right thru our website!
Just go to 

www.alligator.org/classifieds
Visa and Mastercard accepted.

www.UFMoverGuys.com
Licensed & Insured ● Last Minute Specials
Loading & Unloading ● Full-Service Mover. 
352-222-0211. FL Movers Reg No IM1847    
12-7-11-74-15

BANNERS - SIGNS - VEHICLE WRAPS
PLAQUES - AWARDS - FULL COLOR
- GIANT PHOTO ENLARGEMENTS -

Top Quality - Fast Service - Low Prices
SignMasters - signpower.com - 335-7000

9-30-59-15

NEED A LAWYER?
SiddiquiOnline.com
Private Experienced Affordable    10-28-74 
15

Horse boarding, $350/mo. From GV/UF 10 
minutes. Dressage, stadium, x-country, day-
time stall, nighttime turnout.  Rider housing 
available. Barn Family Program to mitigate 
board and rent. Lessons, schooling op-
portunities. For further information, contact 
Dibbie at Gator Slide Farm, 352-466-3538 or 
gtrslfrm@aol.com. Visitors always welcome    
9-30-11-38-15. 

Need An Epic Photographer?
Weddings ● Events ● Portraits ● Slideshows
Gator Alum, hrly chg. You keep the digital files

www.mizdigital.com  352-672-5206
12-7-78-15

Advanced Cardiac Life Support(ACLS) $99 
and Basic Life Support (BLS)$35. Classes 
run continuously to fit your schedule. 
American Heart Association Card issued. 
Call Cardiac One at 352-494-4217.    10-14-
11-30-15

J & B Cleaning Services has a few openings 
for cleaning your home, condo, or apt.
25 yrs. experience
Excellent References
(386) 264-1576     9-16-11-5-15

ALLIED HEALTH career training-Attend col-
lege 100% online. Job placement assistance. 
Computer available. Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call (800)481-9409 www.
CenturaOnline.com    9-16-1-15

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!!! $$$ 
As seen on TV.$$$ Injury Lawsuit Dragging? 
Need $500-$500,000++within 48/hrs? Low 
rates APPLY NOW BY PHONE! Call Today! 
Toll-Free: (800)568-8321 www.lawcapital.
com    9-16-1-15

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home. 
*Medical, *Business, *Paralegal, *Accounting, 
*Criminal Justice. Job placement assistance. 
Computer available. Financial Aid if qualified. 
Call (888)203-3179 www.CenturaOnline.
com    9-16-1-15

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA 
approved program. Financial aid if qualified - 
Housing available CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (866)314-3769.    9-16-1-15

DIRECTV Summer Special! 1Year FREE 
Showtime! 3 mos FREE HBO|Starz|Cinemax! 
NFL SUNDAY TICKET Free - Choice 
Ultimate|Premier – Pkgs from $29.99/mo.  
Call by 9/30! 1-866-419-5666    9-16-1-15

Heat & Air JOBS - Ready to work? 3 week 
accelerated program. Hands on environ-
ment. Nationwide certifications and Local 
Job Placement Assistance! (877)359-1690    
9-16-1-15

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

All Women’s Health Center
ABORTION

Free Pregnancy Test
RU-486 Available

378-9191
www.abortiongainesville.com

12-7-74-16

THE TRUE YOU!
Lose 8-15 pounds in 4 weeks

Only $119!
Gain muscle while you lose fat
Groups forming now. 339-2199

12-7-74-16

A Woman's Answer Medical Center
Think you might be pregnant?
Testing, confidential advising

Referrals
352-376-2716

12-7-11-74-16

Unplanned Pregnancy? Consider Adoption. 
Living, Medical & Counseling Expenses 
Paid. Private & Confidential. Call Atty. Ellen 
Kaplan 1-877-341-1309 (FL Bar #0875228)   
10-19-11-100-16

ALL YOUR CPR AND FIRST AID NEEDS
FLORIDA HEARTSAVER
www.floridaheartsaver.org 
575-0119                        9-30-28-16

A childless couple seeks to adopt. Flexible 
work schedule. Will be HANDS-ON parents. 
Financial security. Expenses paid. Catherine 
& Michael. (ask for michelle/adam). (800)790-
5260 FL Bar#0150789    9-16-1-16

Are you pregnant? Considering adoption? 
Childless married couple seeking to adopt 
& provide loving home, education & travel. 
Financial security. Expenses paid. Lisa & 
Raymond. (Ask for Michelle/Adam) (800)790-
5260. FL bar# 0150789    9-16-1-16

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
Alachua County Health Dept. Call

334-7960 for app’t (optional $20 fee)

★Family Chiropractic★
Since 1977. Two blocks from U.F.

373-7070
12-7-74-18

IS YOUR BUSINESS, CLUB OR 
ORGANIZATION HAVING AN EVENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT? PLACE YOUR AD 
HERE AND GET IT NOTICED!

FREE GRE WORKSHOP.  Familiarize your-
self with the new GRE exam in this work-
shop from the UF Teaching Center, Monday 
- Thursday, 9/19-29.  Verbal sessions on M 
& W, 9/19 & 9/21; Math on Thursday, 9/22 & 
9/29.  All sessions take place from 5-7 p.m.  
Call 392-2010 to register and learn the room 
location.    9-20-5-20

Annual Limplighter
Mobile Home

Community Garage Sale
Sept 17th, 9a-1p

BIG Picnic...free food...
100's of items for sale!

Door Prizes
5200 NE 29th Ave Gville

9-16-11-3-20

OPERATION CATNIP
Thank you for being a part of the good news! 
Operation Catnip is on track to meet our goal 
of spaying/neutering 3,000 cats in 2011! 

We cannot reach this number without 
your continued support. We need you on 
September 18th. We need the unaltered 
free- roaming cats in your neighborhood 
brought to this  clinic for FREE spay/neuter 
surgery. Please call us at 352-380-0940 re-
garding reservations and trap rental.   

If you are able to donate your time for this 
worthwhile cause, we'd greatly appreciate it! 
Sign up today by clicking on the link at the 
top left. If you find that you cannot spare any 
extra time, please make a tax deductible 
donation. While our services are offered to 
caregivers for FREE, realistically our cost is 
around $30 per cat.  Thank you and we hope 
to see you September 18th!    9-16-5-20

WALDO FARMERS & FLEA MARKET
Every Sat & Sun - Hwy 301

15 min from Gainesville 468-2255
12-7-141-21

SHOTGUN SHOOTING SPORTS
Open To Public We-Sa-Su, Noon-Dusk
Skeet - Trap - Olympic Trap -5 Stand
gatorskeetandtrap.com  352-372-1044
12-7-10-74-21

Rocky Creek Paintball
In Gainesville ● Better Prices

Better Fields ● Better Call 371-2092
12-7-74-21

KANAPAHA
BOTANICAL GARDENS

HALF OFF WITH GATOR ONE CARD 
DURING THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER.

Come and enjoy our beautiful gardens!
9-30-20-21

MCINTOSHWORLD.COM... A boutique, 
KEY WEST 1970's style. We got it all for you, 
from all the world, imports you can believe 
in. Clothes, Gifts, Art, Books, Music, Plants... 
Hwy 441S.... 15 min that could change you.   
10-26-31-21

TIM TEBOW ACTION FIGURES.
Both Gator & Bronco unis.
Hoyt's Cosmos of Comics.
501 NW 23rd Ave. (352) 378-0182
www.cosmosofcomics.com         9-16-1-21

Finders Keepers? If you fi nd something, you 
can place a FREE FOUND AD in our lost & 
found section. Be kind to someone who’s 
lost what you’ve found. Call 373-FIND.
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Add us on Twitter
For live updates you can’t find anywhere else, add the 
alligatorSports football writers on Twitter: @GregLuca, 
@Tomas_Verde, @Tyler__Jett and @WattMatts.

Check alligatorSports.org this weekend 
If your home page isn’t set to alligatorSports.org yet, what are you 
waiting for? Check the site all weekend for extensive coverage of 
soccer, volleyball, men’s golf and tennis, and, of course, football. 

Coach Buddy Alexander 
leads the men’s golf 
team as it opens its 
season today in Chicago.
See Story, Page 22.

� UT LEADS CONFERENCE IN 
CONVERSION PERCENTAGE.

TYLER JETT
Alligator Staff Writer
 

Tennessee is more than just 
Tyler Bray, despite what you 
have read this week.

Sure, the Volunteers’ quar-
terback leads the Southeastern 
Conference with 698 passing 
yards and seven touchdowns. 
And yes, Tennessee has a dy-
namic one-two pass-catching 
punch in sophomore receivers 
Justin Hunter and Da’Rick Rog-
ers.

But through two games, the 
Vols have run the ball 15 times 
more than they have put it in 
the air. 

While Tennessee has hit 
a couple of home runs in the 
passing game, most of its touch-
downs have come at the end 

of long, methodical drives; the 
Vols lead the SEC in time of 
possession.

To keep them off the score-
board, the Gators’ young de-
fensive backs have to pass their 
first test of the season. 

But just as important, No. 16 
Florida (2-0) will need to pre-
vent Tennessee (2-0) from ex-
tending drives. 

That means winning the bat-
tle on third down.

Third-down plays are always 
key, but they will be even more 

important Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 
when the Vols and the Gators 
storm Ben Hill Griffin Stadium 
in both teams’ conference open-
er. 

Entering this week, Tennes-
see’s offense is 20-for-30 (66.7 
percent) on third downs — best 
in the SEC. 

Florida’s defense, mean-
while, has held opponents to 
a 3-for-23 rate (13 percent) in 
those same situations — also 
best in the SEC.

For the Gators to have suc-

cess, they need to handcuff the 
Volunteers by putting them in 
third-and-long situations. To do 
that, Florida will have to control 
the line of scrimmage and clog 
running lanes.

“Although their (passing) 
stats are really high, I think 
they do have a good run game, 
too,” defensive coordinator Dan 
Quinn said. 

“Certainly, they’ll try to es-
tablish that.”

If that’s the case, senior     

It’s that time of year again. 
We’re almost at the third Satur-

day in September, and that means 
a few things: We’re into the heart of 
the fall semester, the heat is almost 
bearable enough that we can walk 
across campus without a change of 
clothes, and Southeastern Conference 
football is finally upon us. 

LSU and Mississippi State got the 
party started Thursday night, and 
Florida’s annual clash with Tennes-
see is Saturday, but we’re taking 
things in a different direction. 

Some say SEC football is a reli-
gion. With that in mind, we debate a 
true Holy War: Utah at BYU. 

Utah (+5) will assert their domi-
nance among the Mormon faithful 
because…

Utah left the Mountain West for 
the greener pastures of the newly 
formed Pac-12, but the Holy War 
rages on nonetheless. 

The U of U may not be named 
after the great Brigham Young, but 
it’s still the best school in the state 
he founded. 

So what if the Utes don’t have 
quite the Mormon concentration of 
BYU? They were there first, damnit, 
and they’ve won six of the last nine 
in the series to boot. 

Plus, I’ve got a bit of a personal 
stake in this one, since I said Utah 
was one of the teams that deserved 
to be ranked ahead of Florida in the 
“abomination” of a rally that led a 
certain online message board to dub 
me “The Worst Writer in alligator-
Sports History.” 

Don’t let me down, Utes!
 — GREG LUCA

BYU (-5) will hold it down for 
their namesake because…

The Stormin’ Mormons are out for 
revenge. When Utah bolted for the 

Picks
Column

SITE: The Swamp (cap. 88,548)
KICKOFF: 3:30 p.m., Saturday 

TV/RADIO: CBS / WRUF AM850

see PICKs, Page 21

alligator File Photo

Tennessee running back Tauren Poole leads the team with 199 yards rushing through two games. 
It’s Poole and the Vols’ ability to convert on third down that could make the difference Saturday.

Stopping 
Tennessee
on third 
down will 
be key

Versatile personnel provide Weis desired edge
When Charlie Weis took over at Notre 

Dame, he said the Fighting Irish 
would have a “decided schematic 

advantage” over their opponents. 
After five seasons of underwhelming per-

formances, it became apparent this wasn’t the 
case, and Weis was fired.

Now, almost two years later and back in the 
college game as UF’s offensive coordinator, 
Weis finally has the edge he was looking for. 

Not because of a new playbook or a new 
system, but because of his personnel. 

With players like Trey Burton, Jeff Demps, 
Omarius Hines, Chris Rainey and Jordan 

Reed, Weis has the 
potential to line UF 
up in the ever-rare 
three-quarterback, 
three-running back, 
three-tight end, five-
wide receiver set. 

So far this season, 
the Gators have run 

plays with an empty backfield and five wide-
outs, a jumbo package with two backs and 
three tight ends, and almost everything in be-
tween. And they can do almost all of it with 
the same core players. 

Chief among that group is Burton, whose 
position seems to change daily. He’s listed as 
a running back on the roster, has taken snaps 
at fullback, tight end and quarterback this sea-
son, and has the skills to be a receiver. 

“A lot of years I’ve gone in and out of per-
sonnel groups,” Weis said, “to try to disguise 
running the same plays over and over. What 
Trey allows you to do is, a lot of those forma-
tions that you get into with multiple wide re-
ceivers, you can get into it with him.”

When defensive coordinators attempt to 

greg Luca
twitter: @gregluca

“Although their (passing) 
stats are really high, I think 

they do have a good run 
game, too.”

Dan Quinn
UF defensive coordinator

see FOOTBaLL, Page 20

see gReg, Page 20
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     QUARTERBACK:

     running backs:

     Wide Receivers:

     Offensive Line:

     Defensive Line

     Linebackers:

     Secondary:

     Special Teams:

     coaching:

 Positional Breakdown
TennesseeFlorida

Which team has 
  the edge? 

Natalie Teer / Alligator Staff

pick their play and personnel, one 
of the first things they do is look at 
the offensive huddle to see who’s 
on the field. If they see three or four 
wideouts, they might go nickel or 
dime. If it’s one or two receivers, 
they’ll probably go with their base 
3-4 or 4-3. 

But against UF, they may as well 
just guess. 

With the aforementioned group 
of Burton, Demps, Hines, Rainey 
and Reed, the Gators can run any-
thing from jumbo to empty with 
equal effectiveness. 

“To take one personnel group 
and be able to adjust it with multiple 
formations puts a lot of pressure on 
the defense and usually gives you a 
good tip for what they’re going to 
end up doing,” Weis said.

While the value of satellite play-
ers like Demps and Rainey is obvi-
ous, the people who get underrated 
in the offense are Burton, Hines and 
Reed. 

All three have wide receiver 
speed, hands and skills. But they 
also all have tight end size, with 
Hines the smallest of the bunch at 
6-foot-2 and 220 pounds.

The advantage this versatility 

creates is exaggerated by UF’s hur-
ry-up, which effectively prevents 
defenses from making substitu-
tions. 

The Gators can call an empty 
play with all five split out wide, 
and then sprint to the line and in-
stantly run a two-back, three-tight 
end goal-line set without making a 
single substitution. 

If the defense tries to replace a 
few defensive backs with lineback-
ers to counter the run set, it’s all too 
easy for UF to catch it in transition, 
maybe even drawing a penalty for 
12 men on the field. 

What the offense may lack in 
talent or quarterback play it makes 
up for in deception. And with an of-
fensive mind like Weis at the helm, 
defenses need to be wary. 

Contact Greg Luca at gluca@
alligator.org.

GREG, from page 19

Bostic: UF must stop run, 
then react to pass Saturday
running back Tauren Poole has a larger 
target on his back than Bray has on his. 

Poole leads Tennessee with 199 
yards on the ground, though he was not 
a factor in last year’s meeting, when he 
managed just 23 yards on 10 carries in 
a 31-17 Florida win — the Gators’ sixth 
straight win in the series.  

Still, while Poole stands just 5-foot-
10, he is a strong, 215-pound back who 
could give UF fits.

“They like to run the ball,” middle 
linebacker Jon Bostic said. 

“You can see it with that big offen-
sive line; we saw it on film. There are 
some big guys that like to get after it. 
Basically our main objective is to stop 
the run first, and then we’ll react to the 
pass.”

If the Florida defense can do so, if it 
can put Bray in obvious passing situa-
tions, the Gators will have a much bet-
ter shot at getting the Volunteers off the 
field. 

While Tennessee has been great on 

third downs overall, it has really only 
thrived in short-yardage situations, 
when the defense can’t sell-out for the 
pass.

Against Montana and Cincinnati, 
Tennessee was 16-for-19 (84 percent) on 
third downs of five yards or less, and 
4-for-11 (36 percent) on all others.  

To get in those short-yardage situa-
tions, the Vols leaned on Poole and the 
running game more than the arm of 
Bray.

At the same time, Florida has not 
been tested on defense by either Florida 
Atlantic or UAB. 

Of the 23 third-down situations the 
defense has faced, only twice has the 
opposing team been within five yards 
of moving the chains. 

Florida stepped up and stuffed the 
run on both plays.

On Saturday, however, the defense 
would prefer not to find itself in those 
scenarios, because this time the Gators 
could get burned.

Contact Tyler Jett at tjett@alligator.
org.

FOOTBALL, from page 19

Brett Le Blanc / Alligator Staff

Florida linebacker Jon Bostic (left) said the Gators’ defense will be keying on stopping the 
Tennessee run game, led by senior running back Tauren Poole. 

“To take one personnel 
group and be able to adjust 
it with multiple formations 

puts a lot of pressure on the 
defense and usually gives 

you a good tip for what 
they’re going to end up do-

ing.”
Charlie Weis

UF’s offensive coordinator
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Pac-12, BYU was left high and dry as an independent. 
This marks the first time in 113 years the two schools 

play each other while not in the same conference. 
But BYU isn’t going to sulk about it. 
Instead, the Cougars will just think: What Would Jim-

mer Do? Then, they will proceed to stun the Utes with an 
unlikely bombardment of long plays. 

This is a team that took Texas to the limit last Saturday, 
and that’s saying something, even if Mack Brown lost one 
of his finest to the same vices that cost Brandon Davies his 
chance at March Madness glory. 

— TOM GREEN

Now, onto the picks!

In first with a 9-6 record is alligatorSports editor Tom 
“You mean I get to talk to girls?” Green, whose eyes lit 
up like the Fourth of July when telling colleagues about a 
story he’s supposedly putting together. Let’s hope those 
fine young ladies in the Lingerie Football League have a 
good lawyer — restraining orders are a complicated deal 
these days.

Tied with Tom at 9-6 is alligatorSports staff writer Ty-
ler “I need to start a business buying beer for high school 
kids” Jett, whose next career move is illegal and creepy, 
yet at the same time rewarding. You need to purchase a 
pickup truck, invest in jeans with unintentional holes in 

the knees and start wearing trucker hats backwards, but 
one day soon you will help a nervous 16-year-old get laid, 
Tyler. Next step, yourself. 

Sharing the top spot at 9-6 is FightinGators.com’s 
Cody “The ‘combed down’ hairstyle isn’t as easy as it 
looks” Jones, who apparently drives about 100 miles from 
Gainesville to Daytona to meet with his preferred hair-
stylist. Cody also flies to New York twice a month to buy 
striped polos from American Eagle.

Also in first at 9-6 is alligatorSports assistant editor 
Matt “My age is a science, not an art” Watts, who took 
offense both to suggestions that he looked older than 26, 
and to suggestions that he looked younger during a recent 
poker game. We’re sorry, old man. You look exactly 9,157 
days old.

In fifth place with an 8-7 record, we have the Associ-
ated Press’ Mark “The bottom of my order is better than 
your cleanup hitter” Long, who spent Tuesday evening 
boasting about the all-star cast of writers who worked for 
him when he ran alligatorSports — back when JFK was 
still in office.

Also in fifth at 8-7 is alligatorSports staff writer Greg 
“Swine Flu ruined my life” Luca, who upgraded his date 
for the Bunnell High School Prom at the last minute be-
cause his original lady fell victim to the en vogue infection 
of 2009. We’ve seen the Facebook pics from that night, 

and all we can say is, ‘Whatup, Erin MacDaniel!”

Also featured in the fifth-place deadlock at 8-7 is In-
sidetheGators.com’s Kyle “Has anybody seen my tinfoil 
hat?” Maistri, whose anti-government ramblings on 9/11 
received about as much positive feedback as Ron Paul’s 
recent debate appearances. Don’t worry, Kyle, we aren’t 
coming for your civil liberties any time soon. 

And in dead-ass last place with a piss-poor record of 
7-8 is Mike “I’ve given 10 good years to this beat” DiRoc-
co, who has decided to no longer attend Tuesday press 
conferences in order to spend quality time with the fam-
ily. It’s either that, or he realized we were on to his affinity 
for Charlie Weis. 

PICKS, from page 19

  TG  TJ  CJ  MW
TENN (+9) at UF  TENN      TENN         TENN     TENN
AUB (+3) at CLEM  AUB     AUB           AUB          AUB
NAVY (+17) at USCa  USCa         USCa         NAVY         USCa
LOUI (+6) at UK  UK        LOUI         LOUI          UK
OSU (+3) at UM                 OSU          OSU          UM          OSU
OU at FSU (+3.5)               OU           OU           FSU           OU
STAN at ZONA (+10.5)          STAN          STAN         ZONA         STAN
UTAH (+5) at BYU               BYU          BYU          UTAH          BYU

  ML  GL  KM  MD
TENN (+9) at UF                      UF           TENN         TENN         TENN
AUB (+3) at CLEM                   AUB         AUB          AUB          AUB
NAVY (+17) at USCa               USCa         USCa         USCa         USCa
LOUI (+6) at UK                     LOUI         UK           UK            UK
OSU (+3) at UM                      OSU          OSU          OSU         OSU
OU at FSU (+3.5)                    OU          OU           OU           OU
STAN at ZONA (+10.5)            ZONA         STAN         STAN         STAN
UTAH (+5) at BYU                    BYU          UTAH         UTAH         BYU



LANDON WATNICK
Alligator Writer
 

Despite a disappointing show-
ing at the NCAA Championships, 
the UF men’s golf team had a 
“dream season” last year, captur-
ing five tournament titles, includ-
ing the 2011 Southeastern Confer-
ence Championship. 

But with three key departures, 
Florida’s rebuilding project will be 
on display in Chicago today at the 
Olympia Fields/Fighting Illini In-
vitational hosted by the University 
of Illinois. 

The three-round tournament is 
held at Olympia Fields Country 
Club, on the storied North Course 
— location of two U.S. Opens. With 
a length more than 7,000 yards, it’s 
one of the tougher courses on the 
Gators’ schedule. 

As usual, the field is loaded, 
featuring five of the nation’s top 10 
teams. 

“This will definitely be one of 
the better fields we see and one 
of our biggest challenges,” coach 
Buddy Alexander said. 

The Gators won last year’s event 
and finished every round atop the 
leaderboard.

Alexander said he expects the 
upperclassmen to move up the 
ladder and fill the leadership roles 
left by the departures of Bank 
Vongvanij, Phillip Choi and An-
dres Echavarria. 

Among them are juniors Tyler 
McCumber and T.J. Vogel and se-
nior Michael Furci. 

McCumber made 91 birdies and 
finished last year with the fourth-
lowest stroke average on the team 
(73.7). 

Vogel, a transfer from South-
ern California, finished last season 
with a 73.42 stroke average.

“[T.J.] struggled a little bit last 
year, but seems to be regaining his 

confidence,” Alexander said. 
“He’s got the talent, he’s got 

the game and a lot of experience as 
well.”

The team also added four fresh-
man recruits including J.D. Tom-
linson — ranked 10th in the class 
of 2011 by the American Junior 
Golf Association — Thomas Stew-

art, James Monnerville and Eric 
Banks.

Vogel is set to play No. 1 in the 
rotation today.  Tomlinson, Mc-
Cumber, Furci and junior Tommy 
Mou will round out the remainder 
of the lineup. 

Alexander said the Gators are 
excited to begin the season, but 
are still keeping everything in per-
spective.

“There’s always a lot of excite-
ment and energy at the beginning 
of the year,” he said. 

“The real challenge is to try to 
have that kind of enthusiasm all 
year long for every tournament. 
But right now, they’re all fired up 
and ready to go.”
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Gators golf coach Buddy Alexander (left) is tasked with replacing his 
senior leadership, including standout Bank Vongvanij (right). 

Gators open season with tough test
Field features five top-10 teams 

MEGAN WALSH
Alligator Writer

 
Nerves should be high as Florida kicks off its fall sea-

son today at the Gator Invitational at the Ring Tennis Com-
plex.

But truthfully, they won’t be.
To the Gators, this weekend’s slate of matchups against 

South Florida, Central Florida and Florida Atlantic may as 
well be just another three days of practice.

“It doesn’t count in the teams’ wins and losses,” junior 
Bob van Overbeek said. “Although the three teams are all 
good enough on a given day to beat anyone, we try to look 
at it as practice, and I’m sure they are too, because it’s the 
first event of the year.”

It also doesn’t hurt that nearly the entire team has re-
turned to compete for UF this year. Six of the eight players 
on last year’s top-10 team are back on the Gators’ courts this 
fall, with four of them taking spots in the ITA preseason 
top-125 rankings.

Senior Nassim Slilam tops those rankings for Florida at 
No. 37 with van Overbeek not far behind in the 58th spot, 
Wake Forest transfer Frank Carleton at No. 69 and junior 
Billy Federhofer at No. 119.

All four rankings will matter as the team attempts to 
qualify for competitions like the ITA All-American in Oc-
tober, but head coach Andy Jackson is most concerned with 
seeing his returning talent start a fresh season.

“We need to get matches,” Jackson said. “We could go 
undefeated and have a very poor tournament in my opin-
ion, or we could go 50 percent and be OK. That’s what the 
fall is about, for me to give the feedback to the players on 
how they’re doing.”

That feedback is key to improving particular elements 
of the game that each player has worked on in practice and 
during the summer. For van Overbeek, his serve and return 
will be his biggest focus, while Slilam will be testing out his 
improved upper-body strength in match situations.

With Jackson comparing USF to a mid-level Southeast-
ern Conference team, and UCF and FAU being “OK,” this 
weekend will be a solid first test for the team’s skill set as 
a whole. 

“It won’t be the greatest competition in the world, but 
it will be plenty good enough for us,” Jackson said. “We’re 
just trying to get going, get matches and get started going 
for the fall.”

UF’s fall season 
begins at home

“The real challenge is to 
try to have that kind of enthu-
siasm all year long for every 

tournament.”
Buddy Alexander

UF golf coach

MEn’s tEnnis



� FLORIDA PLAYS MISSOURI 
AND KANSAS THIS WEEKEND.

JOSH JURNOVOY
Alligator Writer

 
As the Gators head west for 

their second consecutive two-game 
weekend, they are hoping the trip 
resembles only the second half of 
their last pair of outings.

No. 9 Florida lost a hard-fought 
match against No. 3 Florida State 
last Friday, in a game plagued by 
a sluggish opening 42 minutes on 
offense. 

The squad was able to ramp up 
its attack for a quick start on Sun-
day against Florida Gulf Coast, as 
UF scored three goals in the first 24 
minutes.

With a renewed sense of confi-
dence, Florida (5-2) now travels to 
the Midwest to take on  Missouri 
(7-1) tonight in Columbia, Mo., 
and Kansas (6-2) on Sunday in 
Lawrence, Kan.  

Gators redshirt junior midfield-
er McKenzie Barney said the team 
has already put last weekend be-
hind it. This week, Barney said UF 
has worked on imposing its style 
of play on the opponent.

“Mostly mentality is what we 
are focusing on,” said Barney. 

“Making sure that we can be that 
strong Florida team that we know 
we can, so that means playing sim-
ple and smooth offensively and 

getting after it defensively.”
In order to avoid a slow start 

tonight, Barney said the team has 
placed a heavy emphasis on its at-

tacking flow.
Gators coach Becky Bur-

leigh said the team has also 
implemented a new drill in 

practice  to improve the attack. 
“I just think we need to have a little 
more consistency in our ability to 
possess the ball under pressure,” 
Burleigh said. 

“To that end, we’ll train against 
12 players instead of 11 just to 
make it harder.  The more pres-
sure we can face and be successful 
against, the better we’ll be when 
we play in regular games.”

Missouri, winner of seven in a 
row, is a team Burleigh said will be 
a tough test.

“They are 100 miles per hour,” 
she said. “They are playing at 
home.  It’s a Friday night. It’s go-
ing to be a barnburner.”

Off-day plans: On Saturday, 
the Gators will get to see three for-
mer Florida players in action as the 
U.S. women’s national team takes 
on Canada in Kansas City.

Heather Mitts (1996-1999) and 
Abby Wambach (1998-2001) will 
take the field for the U.S. against 
another former Gator, Melanie 
Booth (2003-2007).

“The fact that we get to do that 
is amazing,” said UF forward Eri-
ka Tymrak.  “Not only do we get 
to play two games this weekend 
but we get to see the national team 
play.  It should be an amazing 
weekend.”
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Midfielder McKenzie Barney said the Gators are focusing on improving their mental approach on offense 
after a 3-2 loss to FSU on Friday. The team has been working against 12 defenders in practice. 

Gators emphasize improved attack before two-game road trip
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BRYAN HOLT
Alligator Writer

 
After every game, Florida’s 

volleyball team forms a circle and 
stretches. For most players, this is 
a mindless routine; but for Holly 
Pole, it often serves as a moment 
of reflection.

“I just kind of look around, 
and I’m amazed at the fact that 
this is truly where I ended up,” 
the freshman defensive specialist 
said. 

Growing up about 45 minutes 
away in Ocala, Pole watched her 
brother and sister graduate from 
Florida and decided it was where 
she wanted to be, whether it was 
as a volleyball player or just an-
other student majoring in sports 
management. 

Juggling the idea of being a 
college athlete, Pole looked at 
other schools and contemplated 
whether she wanted to play vol-
leyball past her time at Vanguard 
High. Then, UF coach Mary Wise 
opened a door the 2010 all-state 
selection had fantasized about.

“When Mary emailed me, it 
was pretty much like a dream,” 
Pole said. “It was the best of both 
worlds for me. It was an easy de-
cision.”

The offer was to be a preferred 
walk-on, and Pole happily ac-
cepted.

“When I first saw her play lo-
cally, I thought ‘She’s a baller,’” 
Wise said. “She has a toughness 
about her.”

Her mental and physical 
strength would be tested to no 

ends during her senior year at 
Vanguard. 

First, Pole — an International 
Baccalaureate student — decided 
to graduate high school in Decem-
ber to get a jump start on Florida’s 
other three incoming freshmen.

“Often coaches want people 
to come in early, but a lot of us 
have a connection to our friends 
in high school,” junior Tangerine 
Wiggs said. 

“Holly made a really big deci-
sion with her family.”

But the extra semester of expe-
rience wasn’t quite as beneficial 
as Pole might have hoped. She 
missed a large portion of her se-
nior season due to a viral infection 
and then was forced to have knee 

surgery for 
an injury 
stemming 
from her 

junior basketball season.
“It was rough to say the least,” 

Pole said. “The first practice here 
[in January] was the first physi-
cal activity I had done in three 
months. … It’s not an ideal situ-
ation to come into a Division-I 
school and play volleyball for the 
first time in months.”

Starting from scratch both in 
the weight room and on the court, 
Pole was able to merge into Flor-
ida’s system and position herself 
for a contributing role as a fresh-
man. 

Wise  pointed to Pole and fresh-
man defensive specialist Madison 
Monserez as two players who give 
Florida the depth it will need as it 
opens Southeastern Conference 

play tonight at 8 against Missis-
sippi State in Starkville, Miss.

On the court, Pole is one of nine 
Gators to see time in every game 
this season, and she has contrib-
uted five digs in the backcourt. 

“We don’t really consider Hol-
ly a freshman,” Wiggs said. “She 
has an upperclassman mental-
ity.”

That mindset has given Pole 
a unique role among her fellow 
first-year players.

“She is the mother of the fresh-
man group,” Wise said. “If you 
see Holly, the other three are not 
far behind.”
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Freshmen in UF’s regular 
rotation:

§ DS Holly Pole
The former Ocala Vanguard 
standout has five digs and an 
assist. 

§ DS Madison Monserez
Wise has heavily talked up 
Monserez. She has answered 
with 19 digs and two assists.

§ OH Noami Santos-Lamb
Having seen action in five games, 
the Puerto Rican freshman has 
picked up five kills, one service 
ace, three digs and three blocks.

§ DS Taylor Unroe
Starting all nine games, Unroe 
has been a major force in the 
backcourt this season. She has 
recorded 122 digs, 23 assists 
and nine service aces. 

David Carr / Alligator

Gators defensive specialist Holly Pole is one of several freshmen 
making an immediate impact for the Florida volleyball team. 

UF opens SEC slate against MSU

UF Volleyball

Pole, freshmen playing important role for No. 7 Florida
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