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Speciation within Elliptio has occurred primarily in the Apalachi-
colan, peninsular Florida, and Southern Atlantic Slope regions. In these
regions the species of Elliptio are the most abundant Unionidae. Elliptios
are often found in environments where no other Unionidae live, as some
of them have an unusually wide environmental tolerance, even to silting
and pollution. As a consequence some of the species have developed many
ecophenotypes, and at a given station there often appears to be less inter-
specific variation than intraspecific variation between localities. This has
led to a plethora of names applied to the several species.

Elliptio (Elliptio) dariensis (Lea)
Figures 3A, 5A-C

Unio dariensis Lea 1842, Trans. Amer. Philos. Soc., 8: 246 pl. 26, fig. 61 ([Alta-
maha River] near Darien [McIntosh Co.], Georgia; figured holotype
USNM 85691). Lea, 1842, Obs. Unio, 3: 84.

Unio monroensis Lea 1843, Desc. Twelve Uniones. (Lake Monroe, Florida).
Lea, 1846, Trans. Amer. Philos, Soc., 9: 279 pl. 41, fig. 8; figured holo-
type USNM 85169. Lea, 1848, Obs. Unio, 4: 37.

Unio websterii B.H. Wright 1888, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., p. 113, pl. 2,
fig. 2 (Lake Woodruff, Volusia Co., Florida; lectotype USNM 125697,
selected by Johnson, 1967, Occ. Papers on Moll., 3: 10, pl. 7, fig. 2).

Unio hartwrightii B.H. Wright 1896, Nautilus, 9: 121, pl. 2, figs. 4-6 (Lake Beres-
ford [Volusia Co.], Florida; holotype USNM 151031, refigured by John-
son, 1967, Occ. Papers on Moll., 3: 6, pl. 7, fig. 1 and the type locality
further restricted on the basis of the original label to: [St. Johns River],
Blue Springs [3 mi. S Lake Beresford, Volusia Co.], Florida).

Elliptio (Elliptio) dariensis (Lea). Johnson, 1970, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool., 140
(6): 310, pl. 6.
DESCRIPTION.- Shell often large, exceeding 100 mm in length. Out-

line subrhomboidal or subtrapezoidal. Valves rather flat to subinflated,
thin but strong, inequilateral. Anterior end regularly rounded; posterior
end occasionally a little produced and slightly biangulate, but more often
obliquely truncated. Ventral margin straight or slightly curved. Dorsal
margin straight, forming a sharp angle with the obliquely descending
posterior margin. Posterior ridge usually very sharp with a faint secondary
ridge above. Posterior slope rather broad, but well defined, with numerous
wrinkles on it. Umbos full to inflated, but rather low, located in the anter-
ior third of the shell, their sculpture consisting of five or six double-looped
bars, slightly more elevated and angular behind the sinus. Periostracum
smooth and yellowish with fine green rays when young, becoming darker
greenish-yellow, dark chestnut, or blackish; generally smooth on the
disk but sometimes roughened, especially on the posterior slope.

Left valve with two heavy, rough pseudocardinal teeth, the more
anterior one slightly smaller and a little lower. Hinge line rather short
and broad with two short slightly curved, granular, lateral teeth. Right


