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River system in the northeast. The validity of this area as a region was
recently substantiated by Gilbert and Bailey (1972) who found that fol-
lowing Pliocene reconnection of insular Florida and the rest of the
southeastern United States, the freshwater fish, Notropis emiliae penin-
sularis, invaded the neighboring river systems to the north, the Suwan-
nee, Ochlockonee, St. Marys, and Satilla, where it came into contact
and integrated with the nominate subspecies.

GENERIC AFFINITIES
Only six genera of Unionidae occur in peninsular Florida: Elliptio,

Uniomerus, Anodonta, Carunculina, Villosa, and Lampsilis. These six
genera are also represented by species in the Southern Atlantic Slope and
Apalachicolan regions. The Southern Atlantic Slope region has 11
genera, 9 of which are represented in the Apalachicolan region where the
total is 17 genera.

SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS OF DISTRIBUTION

Twelve species comprise the unionid fauna of the peninsular Florida

FIGURE 3. Species of Unionidae that appear to have migrated into peninsu-
lar Florida probably since the formation of the Pamlico Terrace, during the Yar-
mouth interglacial stage:

A. Open circles: Lampsilis (Lampsilis) teres (Rafinesque). Widely distri-
buted in the Interior Basin; West Gulf Coastal region, Alabama-Coosa River
system, Apalachicolan region, and Peninsular Florida; Northern Mexico, Rio
Grande River system, Texas, east to the Withlacoochee River system, Florida.
This species' shallow penetration into the peninsula shows its recent arrival.
Solid circles: Elliptio (Elliptio) dariensis (Lea). Known only from the Altamaha
River system, Georgia, and the St. Johns River system, Florida. It appears to
have spread southward from the Altamaha rather recently when the shore line
extended farther to the east. In any event it entered the St. Johns subse-
quent to the formation of the Pamlico Terrace, as the St. Johns River lies east
of it.

Species of Unionidae that appear to have migrated into peninsular Florida
from the Apalachicolan or Atlantic Slope regions:

B. Open circles: Anodonta couperiana Say. Apalachicolan region: Apalachi-
cola, Ochlockonee, and St. Marys River systems; Peninsular Florida; Atlantic Slope
region: Altamaha River system Georgia, north to the Cape Fear River system,
North Carolina. The apparent absence of this species from the Suwannee and
Withlacoochee river systems suggests that it entered the Apalachicola River
system from a former confluence with the Savannah River system and that it
spread into the Florida peninsula from the north. Closed circles: Anodonta
peggyae Johnson. Apalachicolan region: Choctawhatchee River system, east
to the Suwannee River system; Peninsular Florida: Withlacoochee and Hills-
borough River systems.

C. Elliptio (Elliptio) jayensis (Lea). Apalachicolan region: St. Marks and Su-
wannee River systems; Peninsular Florida.

D. Villosa villosa (Wright). Apalachicolan region: Apalachicola River system,
east to the St. Marys River system, Georgia; Peninsular Florida.


