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for longer than are those of inshore feeding terns (Table 7). As storms and
a distant food supply may prevent Sooty Tern chicks from being fed
at regular intervals, a lengthened period of development perhaps allows
them to withstand occasional short periods of fasting (Lack, 1968). Chicks
grow rapidly when food is available, but can survive long periods without
food if the adults cannot find any for several days (Ashmole, 1963).

Feeding rates also differ between Sooties and coastal feeding terns.
The latter generally forage close to their colony and, although they
may raise more than one chick, they feed their young frequently. On the
Fame Islands, Common, Arctic, and Sandwich Terns all feed each of
their young about once an hour (Pearson, 1968) and Black Terns feed
young as often as 15 times in an hour (Goodwin, 1960). As a result their
young mature much faster than do young Sooties. The differences be-
tween Sooties and Noddies, both of which raise one chick per pair, have
already been discussed. Noddies seem to forage closer to the colony,
feed their young somewhat more frequently, and their young mature
faster than those of the farther ranging Sooties (Table 7).

As has already been suggested, perhaps the longer prefledging pe-
riod of Sooty Terns produces relatively well-developed young that are
better able to survive once they leave the island, even without a length-
ened period of care by their parents, while shore tern young fledge rapidly
but then depend on a subsequent period of care by their parents.

An important factor favoring the slow development of young Soot-
ies is the scarcity of predators on their breeding islands. They can "afford"
long incubation and fledging periods without drastically raising the risk
of predation. Common and Least Terns nesting on or close to the
mainland are constantly exposed to predation (Austin, 1948; Hardy,
1957) so it is probably advantageous for them to raise their young as
quickly as possible. In turn rapid growth of their young is made possible
by a food source close to the colony that permits more feeding trips in a
day. Cat predation on Ascension Island shows vividly what can happen
to seabirds, including Sooties, when a land predator is introduced (Stone-
house, 1962; Ashmole, 1963).

Sooty Terns defecate near their egg, do not always remove the empty
egg shell, and nest in dense colonies. These habits seem related to the
isolated and usually land-mammal-free islands where they nest. Sandwich
Terns have similar habits, but frequently nest with gulls that help drive
off intruders (Cullen, 1960b; Lind, 1963). In contrast, Arctic and Com-
mon Terns carry off the empty egg shell, defecate away from the nest,
space their nests farther apart, and vigorously attack intruders, all of
which should help reduce predation. Common and Arctic Terns also
have much shorter incubation and fledging periods than Sooties, again
reducing the time they are vulnerable to predation.

Sooty Terns probably do not first breed until 6 years old (Robertson,
1969). In contrast most Common Terns first breed when 3 or 4 years old
and about 70 percent of their breeding population is made up of birds 6


