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this implies a fairly sizable group of perhaps several hundred birds func-

tioning as a subgroup. Although I definitely think subgroups exist in

Sooty colonies, site tenacity remains the more likely explanation for

birds nesting in the same general part of the colony in successive years.

If individuals repeatedly nest in the same part of the colony, they would

of necessity contact the same birds year after year and then possibly form

subgroups.

DIscussIoN

Two broader aspects of Sooty Tern behavior are particularly impor-
tant and warrant further discussion. First is the comparison of the behav-
ioral repertoire offuscata to that of other species of terns, especially those

within the genus Sterna. This should clarify the affinities Sooties have
with other terns. Fortunately several other terns have been studied

carefully enough to provide a basis for comparison.
Equally important are the adaptations of fuscata that have allowed

it to survive and thrive in a pelagic environment. By feeding in pelagic

waters, Sooties differ considerably from most other terns and in many
ways closely resemble pelagic species of birds in other orders such as
the Procellariiformes.

BEHAVIORAL COMPARISONS
Behavioral comparisons can be made with several other temperate

Sterna terns, the White Tern (Gygis alba), the two Anous, several species

of Thalasseus, the Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) and the Whiskered

Tern (C. hybrida).
The high flights of the Common, Arctic, Roseate, and Sandwich

Terns are all quite similar (Cullen, 1960a). The high flights of the Cas-

pian Tern, Black Tern, and Whiskered Tern resemble those of the others,
although in the latter two many birds may ascend together (Swift, 1960).
The circling ascent and gliding descent of the Sooty Tern high flight are

almost identical to those of the Common and Arctic Tern described by
Cullen (1960a). In the high flight of the Brown Noddy the ascent is some-

what like the upward flutter of Sooties, but the birds descend in a circling
glide rather than a long, essentially straight glide as the Sterna terns do

(Moynihan, 1962; pers. obs.). The high flight of Gygis is similar to that

of the dark Noddies (Moynihan, 1962).
The low flight is poorly developed in fuscata and not nearly so com-

mon as in other terns except Gygis (Dorward, 1963). Cullen (1960a)
notes that the low flight has fewer special features and may have developed

independently in each species. The rarity of the low flight by Sooties may

be due to their different manner of carrying food. Cullen (1960a) notes


