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upward and end with it pointing toward the ground. Thus the position
of the bill varies considerably, although the basic wing and body postures
are similar in the bent and erect forms of the parade.

Both Palmer (1941) and Cullen (1960a) note these two bill posi-
tions occurring in aerial displays of terns. In aerial displays Sooty
Terns always seemed to point the bill straight forward, the aerial posi-
tion apparently comparable to the erect on the ground. In the high
flight Sooties usually fly away from the Island, so I may just have been
unable to see the birds well enough.

The only calls I heard associated directly with the parade were
occasional low "wuk wuk" notes, but usually the birds were silent.
Once I noted the throat of a parading male vibrating rapidly, but al-
though I was only 10 feet away I heard no sound. Notes too low for
me to hear may accompany the display.

Several times I saw a bird on the ground raise its head and give
a loud "ke-wat-ic" or "wan-dick" call that was answered by a second
bird in the air. After the two exchanged several calls, the second bird
landed and then the two paraded. In one exchange a male called to a
female in the air, she landed, they paraded and then the two copulated.
In such exchanges the erect form of the parade was most common and
it seemed to be part of pair formation.

COURTSHIP FEEDING. - I saw courtship feeding only 17 times, mainly
from 13 to 20 April but once as late as 17 June. Not all of these termin-
ated with the actual transfer of food. In five instances where the sex
was known, the female always begged. Generally she crouched, turned
her head toward the male, and uttered a rapid series of low chuckling
"ka ka" or "yip yip" notes, raising her open bill toward him, and biting at
his bill, much as a young tern begs for food. A few times I actually saw
the male transfer food to the female, sometimes repeatedly in one bout of
courtship feeding.

Occasionally the parade preceded courtship feeding, but the latter
is certainly not a regular component of the parade. Courtship feeding is
a typical precopulatory behavior in most Larids (Cullen and Ashmole,
1963) but in Sooty Terns courtship feeding is relatively rare and only
occasionally precedes copulation.

COPULATION- The parade commonly precedes mounting and copula-
tion. The male parades in front of and around the female, stops beside
her, and then mounts. The female crouches, holds her wings out from
her sides, raises her tail, and stretches her head forward. The male then
moves back on the female, crouches, and copulates. After coitus the
male dismounts, and the two usually fluff their body feathers and then
preen.

Copulation was commonest on my plot from 6 to 23 April. Of
226 times I noted a male trying to mount a female, in only 60 (26.5
percent) did they seem to copulate. In 77 (34.1 percent) attempts the
male fell off the female, the female did not crouch, or he simply dis-


