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procedure because albifrons is firmly entrenched in the American her-
petological literature. While many authors have used the name, no
one has apparently been able definitely to associate any material with it.
All material from the vicinity of the type locality of albifrons has proved
representative of L. tenella (fide Orejas-Miranda 1967). The name
albifrons has been the source of great confusion and always will be
until it is eliminated.

Whatever the disposition of the name albifrons, the relationship of
the Bay Island Leptotyphlops (to which the name magnamaculata has
been applied) is with forms on the adjacent mainland of Central
America, in particular L. phenops, which ranges from Veracruz, M6xico
on the Caribbean slope' and Colima, Mexico on the Pacific slope to
northern Costa Rica (Scott 1969). Two subspecies have been recog-
nized, phenops and bakewelli (Smith 1943). The character used to
distinguish between the two is whether the rostral and prefrontal scales
are fused. If they are fused, the rostral is in contact with the supra-
oculars; if the two scales are separate, the prefrontal excludes the rostral
from contact with the supraoculars.

Wilson (1968) discussed a specimen of L. phenops from Honduras
showing rostral-prefrontal fusion. Mertens (1952) also mentioned such
a specimen from El Salvador. As these specimens came from within
the range of the nominate subspecies which ranges from the Tehuantepec
region south to Costa Rica, Wilson (1968) stated that "either bakewelli
is a species distinct from phenops or . . . contact or non-contact of the

rostral and the supraocular (which really only involves the fusion of the
prefrontal and the rostral) is a normal occurrence within the species
phenops and therefore bakewelli should be placed in the synonymy of
phenops." He considered the latter situation more likely in the absence
of additional distinguishing characteristics.

Since Wilson wrote that paper additional material has become
available from Honduras, which reinforces the idea that rostral-prefrontal
fusion occurs with some frequency in southern populations of phenops
and is not solely characteristic of the northern population (bakewelli).
Of five specimens from mainland Honduras for which we have data, four
(LSUMZ 10205 from Depto. Choluteca, TCWC 23814-15 from Depto.
Comayagua, and one unnumbered specimen from Depto. Cort6s) illus-
trate rostral-prefrontal fusion and one (LSUMZ 23870 from Depto.
Lempira) does not. Accordingly we consider further recognition of
bakewelli unwarranted.

Dunn and Saxe (1950) discussed the relationship of magnamaculata
to mainland representatives of the "albifrons"group, phenops and goudoti,
both of which these authors treated as subspecies of "albifrons." They


