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dorsals, 3 scales below the lower range limit given by Stuart (62 to 71).
Counts of ventral scales on two males are 46 and 47 and fall within the
range given by Stuart for the small-scaled form (39 to 50); the count
for the single female falls within the range for the large-scaled form
(36 to 46). The single male Meyer discussed has 47 ventral and 69 dor-
sal scales; both counts fall within the range of the small-scaled form.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED.-Isla de Utila: Utila (UF 28403, 28440, LSUMZ
22273).

ADDITIONAL SPECIMENS.-Isla de Utila: 2 mi N Utila (TCWC 19190).

Basiliscus vittatus Wiegmann

This lizard is common on all three of the major islands in both
riparian and nonriparian situations, except the beach. Individuals are
found both on the ground and in trees and shrubs.

Variation in this lizard has been most recently treated by Maturana
(1962). The minimal number of scales between the supraorbital semi-
circles ranges from 1 to 3 in mainland Honduran specimens, the most
frequent number being 2. The same situation obtains in the Bay Island
material. Of 20 specimens examined, 5.0% have 1, 75.0% have 2, and
20.0% have 3. The minimal number of scales between the pineal scale
and the supraorbital semicircles ranges from 1 to 2 in mainland Hon-
duran specimens. The range for Bay Island specimens is the same;
50.0% have 1 and 50.0% have 2. On mainland Honduras the ratio of
middorsal to midventral scales in the tail rings is 4/4, 5/4, or 6/4, the
most common ratio being 5/4. Of 19 Bay Island specimens examined
for this character, all but one (having a ratio of 6/4) have a ratio of 5/4.

Maturana (1962) demonstrated character displacement in the mini-
mal number of scales in the toe fringe of the fourth toe. Specimens of
vittatus from the southern portion of the range, where this species is
sympatric with B. plumifrons, have a lower number of scales (modal
number 32) than does plumifrons (modal number 39). In the northern
portion of the range north of Costa Rica, where plumifrons does not
occur, the number of scales in the toe fringe is higher (most common
numbers are 36 and 37). Counts for specimens from mainland Hon-
duras and Nicaragua range from 31 to 39, for Bay Island specimens 33
to 40, the most common numbers are 35 and 37. Maturana (1962) was
of the opinion that the lower number of scales in the toe fringe in
vittatus in areas where it is sympatric with plumifrons is a reflection of
a lessening of aquatic habits in vittatus. Conversely in areas north of
the range of plumifrons, vittatus is presumably capable of invading a
more aquatic habitat.


