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TABLE 9: MOVEMENTS OF T. coahuila IN THE STUDY AREA.
1

Within Marsh Between Marshes

n=14 n=7

Males 15.0 84.6
(3.0-50.0) (23.0-250.0)

n=27 n=6

Females 11.7 62.1
(2.5-51.0) (20.5-140.0)

n=41 n=13
Both Sexes 12.8 74.2

Combined (3.0 -51.0) (20.5- 250.0)

1Measurements are mean straight-line distances in meters between successive points
of capture.

food habits of T. coahuila than do the data for T. o. ornata in Kansas
reported by Legler (1960b). Scarabaeid and carabid beetles, noctuid
and arctiid caterpillars, and grasshoppers occurred most frequently,
with all insects accounting for an average volume of 88.6 % in stomachs
containing them; plant material from cattle dung (in which T. ornata
foraged for food) averaged 20% (Legler 1960b).

T. coahuila is opportunistic and omnivorous, feeding extensively on
aquatic plants and insects. Variation in kinds and numbers of food
items from one turtle to another suggests that T. coahuila feeds on
whatever is available. The population studied more closely resembles
aquatic species of other genera in its food habits than it does the ter-
restrial species of Terrapene.

MOVEMENTS

Distance between 54 successive capture sites of T. coahuila were
measured. Field distances were recorded to the nearest meter and map
distances to the nearest half meter. Table 9 shows that 76% of recorded
movements were within the marsh where the animal was previously
marked, and 61% of the movements were by females. The mean dis-
tance for each movement of males and females in the same marsh is
not significantly different (P>0.30), so movements of the sexes were
combined to obtain a mean straight-line distance of 12.8 m between
points of capture.

Because a maximum of four movements was recorded for only two
individuals, and two movements for four individuals, the data do not
permit such refined home range calculations as the center of activity, the
mean recapture radius (Hayne 1949a; Tinkle and Woodard 1967), or
the minimum area method (Hayne 1949a). Fitch (1958) and Legler


