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TABLE 6. SIZE AND AGE OF JUVENILE T. coahuila AS DETERMINED FROM GROWTH-
RINGS.

Plastron
Estimated Plastron length at Plastron length

Specimen plastron length length at second up to time of Estimated
No. at hatchingi first winter winter capture age

ASU 8000 26.1 - - 30.5 1-3
(July-Sept. 1966)2 (15 Oct. 1966) months

ASU 8001 29.0 36.3 43.6 49.0 > 1 year (?)
(shell found)

Field no. 66 ? 36.4 54.2 57.1 1 year,
(Sept. 1963) (15 July 1965) 10 months

USNM 159578 ? ? - 49.8 1 year
(Sept. 1963) (20 Aug. 1965)

UU 3646 28.7 36.9 - 47.2 1 year
(July-Sept. 1959) (18 Aug. 1960)

1Measurements are in millimeters.
2Probable dates of hatching and dates of collecton are indicated in parentheses.

per year, (3) no major growth-rings are lost, and (4) a major growth-
ring of any selected scute does not change in length after its formation.

It was possible to estimate growth and age only in a few small T.
coahuila. Growth-rings are presumably obscured by wear. No turtles
were found to be shedding their epidermal scutes. Nearly all subadult
and adult individuals had a completely smooth carapace and pastron,
or, at best, exhibited only traces of recently-formed growth-rings on the
abdominal or pectoral scutes of the plastron. No other methods of aging
were attempted.

Four juveniles collected in or near the study tract and one (shell
only) from an unknown locality in the basin provide some data on ap-
proximate size at hatching and early growth, as growth-rings are still
evident. Growth-rings were measured to the nearest tenth of a milli-
meter on the medial side of the right abdominal scute in the manner
described by Legler (1960b). Sergeev's (1937) proportion was used
to calculate previous plastron lengths.

Plastron lengths at hatching are estimated at 26.1, 28.7, and 29.0
mm in three juveniles (Table 6). One specimen (ASU 8000) may be
1 to 3 months old as estimated from its growth increment (17% of the
plastron length at hatching) and from the probable season of hatching
in the population (mid-July to December). September, holding a
roughly median position in the hatching season, is a likely month of ap-
pearance for two other juveniles.

Legler (1960b) recorded only a 17.5% increment in plastron length
of T. ornata in the year of hatching, a 68.1% increase in the first full
year of growth, and decreasing each year thereafter (28.6% in the second


