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and the number of eggs in the oviduct on the corresponding side, so
there was no indication of extra-uterine migration of ova to the contra-
lateral oviduct as recorded for other species by Legler (1958) and Tinkle
(1959a), and no indication that any eggs had been laid before the turtle
was preserved. Altland (1951) and Moll and Legler (1971) noted de-
generation of corpora lutea in some female T. c. carolina and Pseudemys
scripta, respectively, while eggs were still in the oviducts. Atresia of
corpora lutea in T. c. carolina was completed by August, shortly after
the egg-laying period. Corpora lutea of T. o. ornata underwent rapid
involution and were barely discernible 2 to 3 weeks after oviposition
(Legler 1960b).

A large female T. coahuila containing four oviducal eggs had both
oviducts, each containing two eggs, displaced to opposite sides of the
body cavity. This individual was the largest turtle of either sex taken
(147.5 mm carapace length). Legler (1958) noted a similar phenom-
enon in T. o. ornata when oviducts contained large complements of eggs.

Six April females approaching their first ovulation of the season had
2 to 4 preovulatory follicles (mean 2.7). These follicles are thought
to represent the first clutch. One female on 4 April 1966 contained
follicles of two distinct size groups, which possibly represented two
future clutches. Ovulation seemed imminent for two follicles, with the
other group of three representing a second clutch. Several other April
females also gave indications of multiple-clutch capability, containing
five and six follicles greater than 5 mm in diameter that presumably
represented two developing clutches.

Ovulation first occurs for most of the population in April with egg
laying in May. An additional set of ova could be ovulated and de-
posited by June or early July. Ten females taken between 3 July and
24 August 1965 provide evidence for second and third clutches in T.
coahuila. Of seven females with corpora lutea, four had 1 or 2 preovu-
latory follicles, and of three carrying oviducal eggs, two had 1 and 3
preovulatory follicles. Thus, six females were at a stage between a sec-
ond ovulation, as indicated by corpora lutea, and a third ovulation, as in-
dicated by preovulatory follicles. Three individuals had corpora lutea
only. Based on these nine females (53% of July-August sample), plus
the female in April with its second set of enlarged follicles, mean size
of the second clutch is 2.4, range 1 to 4. (One female with two oviducal
eggs on 26 August 1965 is not included because it contained no enlarged
follicles definitely indicating a second clutch.) All females in the popu-
lation would probably not lay second clutches, as some individuals in the
July-August sample had neither corpora lutea nor enlarged follicles.
Rapid disappearance of corpora lutea, however, and collection of females


