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TABLE 3. OVARIAN WEIGHTS AND NUMBERS OF FOLLICLES IN
OVARIES OF 30 MATURE FEMALE T. coahuila.

Mean Weight of Mean Number of
Month Both Ovaries (g) Follicles > 1 mm

April 2.16 ±0.57 8.1+0.8
(n= 13) (0.36-6.24) (3-14)
July &

August 1.21 ±+0.27 11.8 ±1.0
(n= 17) (0.32-4.17) (5-21)

versed: sexually mature females were significantly (P<0.05) smaller
than males.

The spring and summer samples examined contained 15 female T.
coahuila taken in the first week of April 1966, 10 in July 1965, and 9 in
August 1965. July and August individuals did not differ in condition of
their reproductive tracts and were combined. Seasonal comparisons were
made between the April (spring) and the July-August (summer) group.
Two individuals from each sample were considered subadult or im-
mature, reducing the numbers to 13 mature females in April and 17 in
July and August. Although carapace lengths of mature females in the
summer sample averaged slightly larger (103.4 mm) than those in the
spring sample (99.2 mm), there was no significant difference in size
between the two groups (P>0.30). Follicles were arbitrarily grouped
into size classes as follows: 1-4 mm, 5-9 mm, 10-14 mm, and >15 mm.

In spring all 13 mature females were prereproductive and had not
yet ovulated. These had heavier ovaries than females in summer (Table
3), but the difference between them was not statistically significant
(P>0.10). Weights of preserved ovaries of T. coahuila were consider-
ably less than those of T. c. carolina (Altland 1951) and T. o. ornata
(Legler 1960b). Ovarian weights of T. coahuila early in July tended to
be greater than those in late July and August.

There was no correlation between an adult turtle's size and the total
number of follicles greater than 2 mm in the ovaries in both the spring
sample (P>0.05) and the summer sample (P>0.05). Females in sum-
mer had a significantly greater (P=0.01) mean number of follicles per
female than did the spring females (Table 3). Most of these were
small follicles, indicating that most of the turtles in the July-August
sample were postreproductive, in a period between a previous ovulation
and the beginning of a new ovarian cycle. Legler (1960b) reported
the formation of many small follicles in the ovaries of female T. ornata
in July or August.

Figure 7 shows the distribution of follicle sizes in all mature females
from both samples; 44 percent more females in spring than in summer


