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29 were collected in July and August 1965, 19 in April 1966, 6 in October 1967, and
1 in November 1967. They are deposited in the following collections: Arizona State
University (ASU) 5853-5900, and University of Utah (UU) 12551-12557. Four
additional preserved juvenile specimens examined for growth rings are from the
following collections: United States National Museum (USNM) 159578; UU 3646;
and ASU 8000-8001.

All mean values in this paper are followed by ± one standard error (SE) of
the mean.

GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING AND HABITAT

The Cuatro Ci6negas basin is in central Coahuila (Fig. 1) at the
eastern edge of the Mesa del Norte, or Ridge and Basin Province, of
northern M6xico. The basin is an expansive plain nearly enclosed by
mountain ranges of Cretaceous limestone (Minckley 1969), and lies
within the Chihuahuan Desert faciation of the Hot Desert Biome (Muller
1947; Shelford 1963). Climate of Coahuila is influenced primarily by its
continental position and its mountain ranges (Muller 1947). Most of the
state is arid, with an annual rainfall of 0 to 200 mm (Shreve 1944; Viv6
Escoto 1964).

Elevation of the basin floor is about 740 m above sea level; surround-
ing mountains are generally between 1500 and 3000 m high (Minckley
1969). Three passes into the basin sequentially break the eastern-
bounding Sierra del Carmen-Sierra Madre Oriental axis, or Coahuila
Folded Belt (West 1964), and connect the lowland Gulf Coastal Plain
with the Mexican Plateau. External draining of some of the basin's
waters through these gaps is by canals to the Rio Salado de los Nadadores
in the drainage system of the Rio Grande.
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FIGURE 1.-Geographical location of Cuatro Cienegas, Coahuila, M6xico.


