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and omnivorous, feeding extensively on aquatic plants (Eleocharis) and insects
(stratiomyid fly larvae, beetles, hemipterans, dragonfly nymphs). Foraging behavior
and food habits of T. coahuila are comparable to other aquatic or semiaquatic emy-
dids (Chrysemys picta, Clemmys muhlenbergi).

Cloacal temperatures of T. coahuila active in marshes closely approximate water
temperatures at all seasons, as is generally true for most other aquatic turtles while
in water. There is wide seasonal and daily variation in the mean cloacal temperature
of active turtles, so no single optimum temperature within the activity range is re-
ported.

In summer, when water temperatures can exceed tolerable levels, activity occurs
mainly in early morning, late afternoon, and at night. Marsh bottoms provide a cool
refuge into which a turtle can burrow to avoid potentially harmful midday surface
temperatures. Most T. coahuila presumably undergo temporary states of winter
inactivity, although some remain active in water despite low air temperatures. In
December, when several individuals on land had cloacal temperatures elevated well
above air temperatures, basking was indicated.

Most T. coahuila remain within a given marsh for relatively long periods, but
about 20% of recaptured turtles had moved longer distances, possibly overland, from
one marsh to another. Within marshes, movements between successive points of
capture averaged about 13 m. Box turtles move in a sinuous fashion over mats of
Chara and around sedge tussocks. Individuals seemed socially tolerant of others in
nature, and were occasionally close together; no aggressive encounters were observed.

Three mark-recapture census techniques were used to estimate the population
size in the study area. Population densities ranged from 54 to 63 adult turtles per
marsh acre (133-156/ha). T. coahuila occurs in relatively higher numbers and is
restricted to smaller areas of activity than its terrestrial congeners, T. carolina and
T. ornata. Its population density is more comparable to certain aquatic species, such
as Chrysemys picta and Pseudemys scripta.

Although populations of the Coahuilan Box Turtle are relatively dense in many
marsh communities in the Cuatro Ci6negas basin, T. coahuila can be considered a
rare species by virtue of its restricted aquatic habitat. Destruction of marshes by
draining and excessive collecting of specimens clearly represents threats to the turtle's
existence. Terrapene coahuila should be obtained, therefore, only by those seriously
investigating its biology.


