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Pampatestudo Lindholm 1929, p. 285 (part).
Megachersine Hewitt 1931, p. 257 (T. pardalis Bell, by original designation).
Gopherus Williams 1950a, p. 30 (part).

GENOTYPE.-TeStudo stellata Schweigger (= T. elegans Schoepff).
DEFINITION.-An almost cosmopolitan tortoise genus with triturating

surface of maxilla strongly ridged; median premaxillary ridge absent;
maxillary not entering roof of palate; anterior palatine foramina small,
concealed in ventral view; prootic typically well exposed dorsally and
anteriorly; quadrate usually enclosing stapes; subangular subequal in
height to prearticular; neck with second, third or fourth centrum bi-
convex.

Carapace never hinged; typically the anterior neurals alternately
octagonal and quadrilateral; outer side of third costal scute about as long
as, or longer than that of the fourth; no submarginal scute; two suprapy-
gals, the anterior larger, bifurcating posteriorly to embrace the smaller
posterior elements, which (in post-Eocene forms) is crossed near its
middle by the sulcus between the fifth vertebral and the supracaudal.

Plastron not hinged; gular region more or less thickened and pro-
duced; gulars single or paired, longer than broad.

GEOLOGIC RANGE.-Eocene to Pleistocene of North America, Eocene
to Pliocene of Europe, Oligocene to Recent of Asia, Oligocene and Mio-
cene of Africa, Miocene to Recent of South America, and Pleistocene to
Recent of the West Indies and a number of islands in the Indian Ocean.

GEOGRAPHIC RANGE.-Galapagos Islands, South America, West Indies,
Africa, Malagasy Republic, islands of the Indian Ocean, Southern Asia,
East Indies, and Ceylon.

REMARKS.-A combination of primitive and advanced characters is
common in species of this genus. This large tropical, nearly cosmopoli-
tan genus contains the large extant mainland and insular tortoises as well
as all the extinct giant tortoises. It is divided into the" following 13 sub-
genera.

Subgenus Aldabrachelys Loveridge and Williams

Aldabrachelys Loveridge and Williams 1954, p. 225 (as subgenus).
Testudo Schweigger 1812, p. 327.
Emys Milne-Edwards In Grandidier 1868, p. 1167.

TYPE SPECIES.-Testudo gigantea Schweigger.
DEFINITION.- A subdivision of the genus Geochelone known only

from the Aldabra Islands and the Malagasy Republic. The nuchal scute
is present or absent; first dorsal vertebra short; gular scutes paired but
not divergent; entoplastron not crossed by the humero-pectoral sulcus;
external nares higher than wide; quadrate enclosing stapes or not.

GEOLOGIC RANGE.-Pleistocene (of Malagasy Republic) to Recent.


