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INTRODUCTION

The Florida State Museum was established in 1917 by an act of the
state legislature as a department of the University of Florida, Gaines-
ville. For 29 years, until his retirement in 1946, Dr. T. H. van Hyning
oversaw its slow but steady growth. The Museum remained dormant
from 1946 till 1951, at which time it was reactivated with Dr. Arnold B.
Grobman as director. He was succeeded by Dr. J. C. Dickinson, Jr., who
became acting director in 1959 and director in 1961, a position he pres-
ently occupies. With the decision to reactivate the Museum in 1951,
certain collections previously maintained by the Department of Biology
and the Department of Geology were merged with holdings of the
Museum.

The administrative offices and exhibits section of the Museum were
moved from campus to the Seagle Building, in downtown Gainesville,
in 1937. The various natural history collections, however, remained on
campus for many years, with most (all except fishes and invertebrate
fossils) finally being moved to the Seagle Building during the early and
mid-1960's, and one (Arthropods) being transferred in 1959 to the State
Plant Board of Florida (now the Division of Plant Industry) to be in-
corporated into its large collection. In all cases quarters were extremely
crowded and generally inadequate. Despite these shortcomings the
Museum continued to grow, with the permanent curatorial staff in
Natural Sciences increasing from an initial size of one-half position (half-
time in the Department of Biology) in 1951 to four in 1961. During
this time most of the collections continued to be active, with the cura-
torial responsibilities in some cases being handled by various staff mem-
bers in the Biology and Geology departments. By the late 1960's the per-
manent curatorial staff had risen to seven, and the number of full-time
technicians increased from two to five. In September 1970 the Museum
moýed into its present quarters, a 2.5 million dollar tri-level complex
built in the form of an ancient Mayan pyramid. This building was
financed by a 1.1 million dollar grant from the National Science Founda-
tion, with the remainder coming from the state of Florida and private
sources. This was accompanied by further growth of both the profes-
sional and subprofessional staffs. At the present time there are 11


