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around the tree by means of long-bladed nursery spades (Fig.
16D). A hole is then dug on one side of the tree so that the
spade can be driven under the tree at the proper depth to cut
the taproot (Fig. 17E). The tree is then "lifted" with the help
of the spade, and the roots are immediately covered to prevent
drying out (Figs. 17F and 17G). The trees may be loosened as
in Fig. 17E but have the roots still left in the soil until the truck
or wagon comes and then the trees can be quickly lifted and
placed under cover. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT THE
ROOTS SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO DRY OUT BE-
FORE PLANTING. This applies not only to the process of
digging but also to the hauling and handling of trees, particu-
larly when they are to be removed by truck or wagon directly
to the field where they are to be planted. The practice of
handling citrus nursery stock "bare rooted" is universal in
Florida. In California, however, the trees are "balled", i. e.,
dug with a ball of earth containing the roots and which is wrap-
ped with burlap. The difficulties attached to handling trees in
this way in the light Florida soils are obvious. Moreover, the
trees grow so readily when transplanted under Florida condi-
tions that this procedure is found to be unnecessary.

PACKING NURSERY STOCK FOR SHIPMENT

Nursery trees are packed in various ways for shipment by
freight, express, or mail. All of the methods, however, make use
of some sort of protection for the roots-such as moist sphag-
num moss or "shingletow" (sawdust from cypress shingle mills).
In Fig. 18A is shown a standard crate for the shipment of nurs-
ery trees. As shown in the figure, the crate is lying on its side
and it is placed in this position when the trees are being packed
in it. The 2" x 2" framing piece for the open side is removed
and the box lined with paper before the packing starts. A layer
of moss or shingletow is placed for the roots and excelsior is
used at the top of the box to protect the trunks against rubbing
and to keep the packing for the roots in place. The trees are
packed in tightly with alternate layers of packing material, and
finally covered with a layer of packing material and paper. The
framing piece is then nailed back in place and a piece of 1" x 3"
placed across the center of the open side and nailed to the sides
to help hold the trees in place. The side boards are then nailed
on and the box stood on end ready for receiving the burlap cover-


