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prior to the start of growth in the spring, the second in June
and the third in the latter part of August. The amounts will
vary from 500 to 1,500 pounds per acre per application, depend-
ing on the fertility of the soil. The applications may be made
broadcast and worked in with the cultivator but usually the first
is applied by "barring off" the rows (plowing a furrow away
from each side of the row with a small turning plow) and placing
the fertilizer in the furrow and covering it by plowing the soil
back into the furrow. Too much fertilization and cultivation
should be avoided as an excess tends to produce too rank and
soft a type of growth.

As pointed out previously, the scion must be tied to the stake
from time to time so that it will have a straight trunk. The
height at which it is to be topped to form the framework of the
tree will depend on the type of tree desired. Of late years the
tendency has been to the growing of low-headed trees and the
scions are usually topped at about 18 to 24 inches. In addition
to the work of training the scion the sprouts must be removed
from both stock and scion occasionally. When the tree has
developed a strong trunk the stake is removed so that it will not
be in the way in digging.

The budded trees are allowed to grow at least one year in the
nursery row before being planted in the grove. The grading
of nursery stock is usually done by caliper (i. e., the diameter of
the trunk two inches above the union is measured), and by age
of the trees from budding. Uirees for planting should preferably
caliper 5/8" or over after one year from budding. Two-year trees
should be larger. Trees that failed to make a satisfactory growth
the first year are commonly left for another year's growth. Many
nurserymen prefer to cut back such trees to the bud and make
an entirely new top the second year. Trees that are badly
stunted should be discarded.

DIGGING NURSERY TREES

Nursery trees are dug as ordered, and the selection of the
trees is based on the size desired to fill the order. In digging
nursery trees the foreman of the crew usually selects the trees
to be dug and prunes them back with long-handled shears to
a framework or a stub, according to instructions (Figs. 15 and
16C). The remaining leaves and twigs are cut off with a knife
or pruning shears and the lateral roots are cut off in a circle


