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of bark and wood about 3/4 to 1 inch long with a smooth and
flat cut surface. The bud should not be scooped out. As the
cut is finished, the thumb retains the bud on the blade of the
budding knife and at the lower end of the shield. Using this
method of holding the bud, with thumb and knife blade, the
upper end of the bud is inserted in the stock as in Fig. 11D.
The bud shield when inserted is entirely beneath the bark and
should be pushed far up into the vertical cut (Figs. 11E and
11F).

Taping is started below the bud and the tape wrapped firmly
but not too tightly around the trunk of the tree up to above the
top of the vertical cut (Figs. 11G and 11H). As the wrapping
is finished the end of the tape should be brought back onto the
cloth, as this will make it adhere more firmly. For wrapping
buds it is usually found desirable to tear the cloth in about
three-quarter inch strips, but the size of the stock and other
conditions will influence this considerably. It is important that
the wrapping be sufficiently tight to prevent the entrance of
water into the wound and to hold the bud and the stock closely
together so that a callous growth will start and a union be
formed. After ten days to two weeks, the buds can be examined
and, if still green and showing callous formation indicating that
they have "taken", the tape can be removed.

The type of budding here illustrated is described as inverted
"T" incision. In California the erect "T" is used, that is, the
cross cut is made at the top of the vertical cut instead of at the
bottom as in the Florida method. It is claimed that the inverted
"T" method keeps out moisture better and allows, the bud to
"drain", though the real reason is probably to be found in cus-
tom, as either method will work satisfactorily. When the erect
"T" is used, the wrapping is started at the top, i. e., at the point
of intersection of the two cuts.

The distance of the bud from the ground must be determined
by the conditions under which the trees are to be used. Sweet
orange scions on sour orange stocks can be affected with foot rot
if water or mud stands above the bud union just as readily as
seedling sweet oranges can be attacked. Where the budded trees
are to be planted in moist locations the buds should be high above
the ground but when they are to be planted on drier lands the
bud may be within two or three inches of the ground to facilitate
protection against cold by banking.

When the bud starts to grow the seedling top is cut off smooth-


