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tration, many workers tear the muslin in squares about 36 inches
in dimension. These are folded up into smaller squares for ease
in handling prior to impregnation. These are immersed in the
melted wax and unfolded with sticks to make sure of even im-
pregnation. The sheets are then stretched on bamboo poles to
drain and dry. After the cloth is cool it can be torn off in strips
the proper width for use, as needed.

Any number of variations of this procedure have been sug-
gested or adopted by various budders, but it all amounts to a
matter of personal preference. A good grade of muslin, put
up in proper rolls and thoroughly impregnated with wax, can
be torn to any width desired, whereas tapes and other materials
made a definite width beforehand lack the flexibility in handling
of the above method of preparation. The cloth should be a good
grade of muslin, capable of withstanding considerable pull, and
the wax should be one that will retain a certain softness, and
not harden on exposure.

Budding in the nursery is usually carried out on seedling trees
from the size of a pencil up to an inch in diameter, but trees
1/2" to 3/4" caliper are most desirable; trees that are too small
should be discarded. The trunk of the seedling is pruned clean
of thorns and limbs, ahead of the budder, so as to save time.
With the knife grasped in the right hand with the edge of the
blade downward, a downward cut is made about an inch and
a half long (Fig. 10A). This is a vertical cut through the bark
but no farther into the wood than is necessary to be certain
that the bark has been completely cut. If desired, this cut can
be made upward instead of downward. The knife is now turned
horizontally and a cross-cut about half an inch long is made
across the bottom of the vertical cut, thus making an inverted
"T" (Fig. 10B). In making this cut, the back of the knife blade
is tilted slightly downward so that the cut is a little upward as
well as across the stock. At the finish of the cut, the knife blade
is tilted slightly upward and given a slight twist to open the bark
at the junction of the horizontal and vertical cuts.

The bud is now cut from a stick of budwood held as in Fig.
10C, with the basal end away from the operator. The cut is
toward the operator and is made as nearly as possible parallel
with the axis of the budwood, and with a slight rotating motion.
The knife is held with the blade almost parallel to the axis of
the budwood and the thumb of the knife hand used to steady the
budwood in making the cut. This will give a shield-shaped piece


