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In planting seedbed stock in the nursery row the soil is usually
opened with a spade. Care should be practiced to prevent the
doubling up of roots and particularly the taproot when planting
this way. If necessary, prune back the roots before attempt-
ing to plant. Watering at the time of planting is highly desir-
able if the soil is even slightly dry.

The nursery rows are usually 3 to 4 feet apart and the trees
are planted about 12 inches apart in the row, the distances vary-
ing in different nurseries. Generally speaking, the rows should
be wide enough to permit of horse cultivation and the trees
should be far enough apart in the row to permit the free use
of a hoe between the trees. The trees are grown in the nursery
row for about one year before being budded. Budding is usually
done in the fall-September, October, or November.

BUDDING NURSERY STOCK

The standard method of propagating citrus nursery stock is
by budding. While the seedlings can be readily grafted by sev-
eral different methods, these are never used in practice because
budding is so much simpler, quicker, and more economical of
budwood than is any method of grafting. Citrus can be budded
whenever the bark will "slip", i. e., whenever it will separate
readily from the wood. This condition exists during most of
the spring, summer, and fall, but in nursery practice it is cus-
tomary to do practically all of the budding during the fall. Bud-
ding at this time is called dormant budding because the buds do
not start into growth until the following spring. When stock
is large enough to bud in the fall a delay until spring for bud-
ding will result in three to four weeks loss of growing time in
the budded tree.

Budding in citrus is accomplished by the insertion of a shield-
shaped bud into a "T" slot cut in the bark of the stock. The buds
are cut from wood about the size of a pencil or a little smaller,
which has outgrown its angular condition. In Fig. 9 are shown
two types of budwood, namely, the angled wood which is or-
dinarily considered unsuitable except for certain special types
of budding, and the round wood which is desirable. The bud-
wood should be selected from normal bearing trees of the variety
desired. The tree from which the budwood is selected should
bear satisfactory crops of fruit true to the varietal type. In
nursery practice buds are commonly taken from blocks of


