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plant and some other solanaceous plants as well, frequently does

considerable damage to the crop in Florida.

The disease is characterized by the wilting of a part or the

whole of the plant. A single leaf or stem may wilt or if the main

stem be the point first attacked, the whole plant droops. Following

this wilted condition the plant soon dries up, and becomes denuded

of its foliage. The diseased plants are easily picked out.

The disease is caused by a minute vegetable organism which

lives and grows in the inner tissues of the plant, being confined

to the inner fibrous or woody parts of the stem. If a diseased stem

be cut across, the diseased areas in the form of dark spots arrahged

somewhat in a circle about, and some distance from the center may

be readily observed. The germs make their way downward through

the stems to the tubers.

In the tubers much the same appearance may be noted. On

cutting a diseased tuber, a part or all of the fibrous part will be

seen to be dusky black in color. (See Plate IV).

If the tuber be squeezed in the hand minute drops of a creamy

substance will be forced out of the diseased spots. This substance

contains almost pure cultures of the bacterium causing the aisease.

The disease is spread largely through the agency of insects.

Potato beetles are not present in the Florida fields, but grasshop-
pers, leaf-hoppers and other insects perform the work of carry-
ing the disease from infected to uninfected plants.

Methods of Control.

1. Infected seed should not be planted.

2. Since the disease is carried by insects, these should be de-

stroyed as far as possible.

3. In small areas or wherever feasible, the diseased plants

should be taken out and destroyed.


