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tion were rendered by various members and officers of the Florida
Avocado Association and especially by the late Wm. J. Krome and
by J. S. Rainey, county agent of northern Dade County.

The investigations of 1932 involved cooperation between the
Florida Agricultural Experiment Station and its Sub-station at
Homestead, The University of Miami, The Board of Commission-
ers and the Farm Bureau of Dade County, The New York Botan-
ical Garden, and various growers of avocados. The services of
the writer were provided by The New York Botanical Garden and
the necessary expenses involved were provided by the Board of
Commissioners. The work was organized chiefly through the
interest of Professor Alfred H. Gilbert of the University of Miami
and his helpful cooperation continued throughout the period of
work. Under a fellowship grant from the University of Miami
T. W. Young collaborated especially in the technical studies of
fertilization, and E. Mortin Miller of the Department of Zoology
conducted studies of insect activities and made important findings.
The Sub-station at Homestead was the headquarters for the work
and afforded ample facilities for it. Especially to Dr. H. S. Wolfe
in charge of the Sub-station and to Director Wilmon Newell, As-
sistant Director H. Harold Hume and Dr. A. F. Camp of the Ex-
periment Station the writer is indebted for interest and coopera-
tion in various features of the work. C. H. Steffani, county agent
of southern Dade, cooperated especially in arranging for meetings
and contacts with avocado growers. The field work was done
chiefly in the avocado groves of Mrs. Isabella Krome, W. K. Wal-
ton and those under the management of H. E. Schaff-all of whom
gave hearty support to the endeavors. To all these and to numer-
ous others not here mentioned by name the writer extends his
thanks and appreciation.

This bulletin draws freely from earlier publications of the writer
and especially from the report on "The Flower Behavior of Avo-
cados" published by The New York Botanical Garden in 1927.
The illustrations of figures 1, 2 and 3 are from photographs used
in that report and the plates of Figures 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 are
of those made for that report and here used by permission. This
repetition is, it is felt, justified, first because a large number of
the separates of that report which were printed for distribution
to avocado growers in Florida were destroyed in Miami during
the hurricane in 1926, and, second, because these photographs and
charts very fully illustrate the matters involved.


