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in cases of poisoning, although the animals may live for four to
five days after initial symptoms are shown. The seedlings are
reported to be equally as toxic for sheep as for swine. A dosage
of twice this amount is required to poison calves. A dosage of
20 grams, which represents about 30 seedlings, will kill two-
pound cockerels within 24 hours.

Symptoms.-The initial symptom of cocklebur poisoning in
pigs is depression, often accompanied by nausea and occasionally
vomiting. Affected animals become gaunt, weak and unable to
stand. Respiration is labored. The pulse is rapid and weak.
Affected animals unable to rise often paddle their legs in running
movements until too weak to do so. The progress of symptoms
depends in a large measure upon the amount of seedlings con-
sumed. When injury results from eating the seedlings in
amounts not large enough to produce death, several weeks are re-
quired for the animals to regain their normal condition.

Symptoms of cocklebur poisoning in sheep and cattle are
quite similar to those in hogs. However, vomiting does not oc-
cur, but trembling and quivering of the muscles often are noted.

Prevention.-Cockleburs are difficult to eradicate, as some of
the seeds do not germinate for several years. In some areas it
may be practical to mow the weeds before the seed mature.

Pigs as well as sheep and calves should be confined in fields
which do not harbor cockleburs until the danger from young
seedlings is past.

Treatment.-The administration of milk, oils or fats is con-
sidered to have some beneficial effects in treating cocklebur
poisoning. However, when symptoms occur the major portion of
the toxic principle has been absorbed; the poison also acts
quickly, which reduces the benefits to be derived from treatment.
Efforts should be made to prevent animals from consuming the
seedlings.

Atamasco-lily, Easter-lily, Rain-lily

Description.-Atamasco-lily (Zephyranthes atamasco Herb.)
is a low, herbaceous, perennial bulbous plant, commonly growing
in clumps. The bulb, buried one or two inches deep, is ovoid, one
inch or less in diameter, composed of layers (like an onion),
white inside but covered with a thin brown skin-like coat. The
leaves, which appear late in fall or early spring, are narrow,
grass-like, 4 to 10 inches long and about /4 inch wide, erect or re-
clining, and bluish green in color. The flowers, appearing in


