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are ovate or elliptic, somewhat pointed at both ends, dark green
above and paler below, 1 to 3 inches long and toothed along the
margin. The flowers, creamy white, yellow or pink, changing to
orange or scarlet, are borne in long-stalked clusters about 1
inch across in axils of the leaves. The individual flowers have
four lobes or divisions and are tubular in the lower part. The
fruits, green to blue or black, are nearly 14 inch in diameter and
contain one bony seed. (Fig. 13.)

Habitat and Distribution.-Lantana has been planted widely
as an ornamental and is most common around gardens and old
home sites. It is also found along fencerows, in fields and the
margins of woods. It is found nearly all over the state but is
most common from Orlando southward.

Related Species.-Three other species are common in Florida.
L. aculeata L. grows as high as 8 feet, has strongly spiny stems
and yellow flowers, changing to orange or purple. L. ovatifolia
Britton has unarmed stems about 5 feet or less high and yellow,
unchanging flowers. L. sellowiana Link and Otto has weak, un-
armed stems up to 5 feet in length and purple flowers. These
species probably are equally toxic.

Toxicity.-This plant contains a substance which sensitizes
the skin of cattle and sheep which have eaten it to sunlight,
causing the skin to become hard, swollen, cracked and painful.
This process is called photosensitization. Plants having this
action may be eaten and the animal sensitized but lesions will not
develop unless exposure to sunlight follows. Experiments indi-
cate that the feeding of % to 1 pound of mature dried leaves
will induce poisoning in a 400-pound steer.

Symptoms.-The acute type of poisoning is induced when ani-
mals eat a considerable quantity of the plant. The affected ani-
mal shows symptoms of sluggishness or extreme weakness; the
stools usually are soft and bloody; food is refused; occasionally
partial paralysis of the legs occur; death usually occurs within
three to four days.

Chronic cases of lantana poisoning are induced when smaller
amounts of the plant are eaten. Affected animals usually be-
come constipated, particularly in the early stages of poisoning,
although later the stools may become soft. Areas of skin and
mucous membrane show a yellowish discoloration. Although
white or non-pigmented skin shows the first evidence of disease,
pigmented skin often subsequently becomes involved. The skin


